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Franklin Pupils Appreciate
Royal Learning Experience

CHEERIO!…Joellen Surace’s afternoon kindergarten class at Franklin Elemen-
tary School in Westfield hosted a proper tea party fit for a king or queen.

WESTFIELD – Kindergarteners at
Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield, costumed like lords and
ladies, recently concluded their study
of England by hosting a royal tea
party for their parents, Franklin Prin-
cipal Dr. Mary Fleck, and Assistant
Principal Paul Nigro.

Guests enjoyed a student dramati-
zation of the changing of the guards
at Buckingham Palace, as well as
several dance performances, includ-
ing a minuet in three-quarter time
under the direction of kindergarten
teacher Joellen Surace.

The kindergarten’s thematic unit
extended to match lessons for telling
time to the hour using Big Ben clocks
created by the children. The students
also honed their geography skills by
locating England on a map.

Literature was also tied into the
lesson to help the students compare
and contrast England to the United
States using Venn Diagrams, as well
as recognizing British terms for Ameri-
can items, such as “telly” for “tele-
phone” and “biscuits” for “cookies.”

Art projects included constructing
castles, crowns and coats of arms.
Students also modeled their chival-
rous behavior with curtsies and bows.

Byron Participates
In Scholarship Contest

FANWOOD – Krystina Byron of
Fanwood, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ed Byron, was among 190 stu-
dents vying for scholarships through
completion of an essay writing con-
test and interviews with Lynchburg
College faculty in the school’s fourth
annual Scholarship Competition.

A student at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Krystina has
been accepted to Lynchburg.

IMPORTANT DISCUSSION…Former New Jersey Governor Christine Todd
Whitman discusses issues with Pingry juniors Kaitlyn Tucker of Watchung and
Caitlin Jennings of Westfield following her presentation at the school on April 4.
During the school’s morning meeting, Ms. Whitman talked to students in grades
seven to 12 about life as a public servant, serving as governor and in President
George W. Bush’s cabinet, and answered questions from the audience about the
state of today’s politics and her new book, “It’s My Party Too.”

BOE’s Emphasis Newsletter
Highlights District’s Initiatives

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education mailed its news-
letter, Emphasis on Education, to resi-
dents during the week of April 11.
The publication contains information
about the school district’s initiatives
for next year and how they relate to
the 2005-2006 budget.

The final public presentation of the
budget by Superintendent of Schools
Dr. William Foley is scheduled for
Tuesday, April 14, at 7:30 p.m. dur-
ing a Parent Teacher Association
meeting at Wilson Elementary School,

301 Linden Avenue in Westfield.
Over a dozen presentations have

been offered to the public. Additional
information is available daily on TV-
36 in a budget video, followed by a
taping of Candidates Night.

School budget and school board
candidate information is also posted at
www.westfieldnj.com and at the Board
of Education’s Business Office of the
School/Community Relations Office,
located at 302 Elm Street in Westfield.

The election will be held on Tues-
day, April 19, from 2 to 9 p.m.

Denise O’Connor Earns
Dean’s List Recognition
WESTFIELD – Denise

O’Connor of Westfield was named
to the dean’s list for the first se-
mester at Bates College in
Lewiston, Me. A senior psychol-
ogy and philosophy double ma-
jor, she is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. William O’Connor of
Westfield and a Westfield High
School graduate.

Winners of ‘My County’
Poster Contest Revealed

POSTER PERFECT…Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, pictured, back, left,
Surrogate James LaCorte, center, and Sheriff Ralph Froehlich congratulate the top
winners of the 2005-2006 “My County” poster contest. Pictured, left to right, are:
top four winners Kathryn Bricki, Janine Puhak, Kimberly Schaffer and Luca
Guadagno.

COUNTY – Union County’s
elected Constitutional Officers hon-
ored 12 Union County fourth graders
as winners of the 2005-2006 “My
County” poster contest in a ceremony
held on April 7 at the Union County
Courthouse.

The students’ artwork will be made
into a 2005-2006 wall calendar that
will be made available at schools,
libraries and government buildings
throughout Union County.

The top winners are:
• First Place: Kathryn Bricki, St.

John the Apostle Elementary School
in Clark;

• Second Place: Janine Puhak, St.
Michael Elementary School in
Cranford;

• Third Place: Kimberly Schaffer,
Robert Gordon School in Roselle
Park;

• Fourth Place: Luca Guadagno,
Franklin School in Summit;

Eight other students received
achievement awards, and will also have
their work appear on the calendar:

• John Radil, St. John the Apostle
School in Clark;

• Erin Biggins, St. Genevieve El-
ementary School in Elizabeth;

• Jessica Matos, St. Genevieve El-
ementary in Elizabeth;

• Danny Bravo, Salt Brook School
in New Providence;

• Richard Charkowsky, Robert Gor-
don School in Roselle Park;

• Alex Codella, St. Michael El-
ementary School in Cranford;

• Daniella Almoneda, Robert Gor-
don School in Roselle Park; and

• Samuel Porter, Franklin School
in Summit.

This year’s theme is the centennial
of the Union County Courthouse.
Hundreds of students from Union
County’s public, private and paro-
chial schools designed posters cel-
ebrating the past 100 years of the
county’s history.

“It’s wonderful to see so many
young people take an active role in
celebrating the heritage of Union
County,” said Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi, Chairwoman of the
Union County Courthouse Centen-
nial Committee.

Some 312 students submitted con-
test entries, which were judged by
three county artists: Peter Ambush,
Tony Bistardi and Derrick Dent.

Fourth grade is when the majority of
elementary school students study about
New Jersey and its history as part of
their social studies curriculum.

“It is very rewarding to help pro-
vide a forum to showcase the work of
these talented young people,” said
Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich.

“Every year, we are impressed by
the many interesting ways in which
these students tell the story of their
community through art,” said Union
County Surrogate James LaCorte.

The four top winners received U.S.
Savings Bonds, while the other win-
ners earned small cash awards.

The “My County” poster contest is
sponsored annually by the Constitu-
tional Officers Association of New
Jersey to promote awareness of the
mission of county government, and
the services provided by the Consti-
tutional Officers.

SAINT PETER’S PREP
new Jersey’s Jesuit High school since 1872

SPRING OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, APRIL 24, 2005

2:00 - 4:00PM
Take a tour of our campus.  Talk with faculty, students

and parents. Receive information regarding the admissions
process, transportation options, financial aid, sports and
co-curricular activities.  

Join us at our fall Open House and learn why we say,
“It is not simply Prep for four years.  It is Prep...for life.”

144 GRAND STREET, JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302
201.434.4400 WWW.STPETERSPREP.ORG

Clothing Drive Will Benefit
GLHS Project Graduation

St. Peter’s Prep Prepare
Open House on Apr. 24

JERSEY CITY – Prospective stu-
dents and their parents are invited to
attend St. Peter’s Preparatory School’s
Spring Open House on Sunday, April
24, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the school’s
campus located at 144 Grand Street
in Jersey City.

Members of the St. Peter’s Prep
faculty and staff, as well as coaches,
moderators, teachers, students and
parents, will be present to distribute
information and answer questions
about the school. Tours of the campus
and school facilities will be conducted
throughout the afternoon.

For more information or directions,
please call (201) 547-6389 or visit
www.stpetersprep.org.

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – A used
clothing drive will be held on Sat-
urday, May 7, to benefit Project
Graduation for Governor
Livingston High School’s Class of
2005.

Donations of wearable, usable
clothing are sought between 9 a.m.
and 1 p.m. at the Community Cen-
ter, 29 Park Avenue in Berkeley
Heights, or Deerfield School, Cen-
tral Avenue in Mountainside.

Items to be collected include all
clothing, shoes, belts, handbags,
hats, gloves and scarves, as well as
table linens, bedspreads, towels and
stuffed animals. Pillows and blan-
kets will not be accepted.

All donation items should not be
torn or stained and must be deliv-
ered in tied plastic bags.

NUTS AND BOLTS…Third Graders at Evergreen Elementary School in Scotch
Plains took things to the wire last week, as students participated in the annual
“Take Apart Day.” Students, along with many parent volunteers, unscrewed and
dismantled many old donated appliances and household items. They uncovered
the hidden mysteries of many everyday items, such as telephones, toasters,
blenders and computers. The pupils were amazed at the “behind the scenes”
mechanics they discovered. Pictured above are several third graders and parent
volunteer Edwardo Moran.

Robert Freundlich
Named to Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Robert Freundlich

of Westfield has been named to the
dean’s list for the fall 2004 semester
at the Krieger School of Arts and
Sciences of Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity in Baltimore, Md.

Anthony Blasi Accepted
Into Who’s Who at FDU
FANWOOD – Anthony Blasi of

Fanwood was nominated to member-
ship in “Who’s Who Among Students
in American Universities and Col-
leges” at Fairleigh Dickinson
University’s College at Florham.

Anthony was nominated based on
his academic achievements, service
to the community, leadership in ex-
tracurricular activities and potential
for continued success.

American University
Reports Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Westfield resi-
dents Emily McDermott, Rachel
Mooney, and Jimena Yrivarren were
named to the fall 2004 dean’s list at
American University (AU) in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Emily is a junior in AU’s School of
International Science majoring in in-
ternational studies. Rachel is a senior
in AU’s College of Arts & Sciences
majoring in graphic design. Jimena is
a senior at AU’s Kogod School of
Business majoring in business ad-
ministration.


