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OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Serving The Community For 30 Years

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

58 Elm Street• Westfield
908-232-3278

www.juxtaposegallery.com

Design Consultation &
Creative  Matting

Needlepoint

Shadow  Boxes for
Memorabilia

Box Framing

Mirrors

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

Creative Custom
Framing

We changed our name!

Mother & Baby Co.
is now

Embroidery! Baby

102 Quimby Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-1221
Custom Embroidery On Premises

Storewide
“Grand ReOpening” Sale

Thursday, 4/14
through Sunday, 4/17

On the Passing of His Holiness,
A Faith That Touched the World

WELCOMING GIFT…The Women’s Association of the Community Presbyte-
rian Church of Mountainside would like to celebrate new beginnings by welcom-
ing all new babies in the area with a handmade gift of a baby bonnet. Those wishing
to knit with the group or wanting to learn to knit are invited to join the association
at 10 a.m. on the second Saturday of every month in the church’s Memorial Room.
An individual with a new baby, who is pregnant or who knows someone who would
like to receive the gift may call the church office at (908) 232-9490 and leave their
name, address and telephone number.

First Baptist Invites Women
For Book Club, Bible Study

By THE REV. ANDREW HAMERSLEY

In 1979, I was living and working
in Boston and had just returned to the
Church after a period of self-imposed
exile due to a complicated mix of
theological doubt and existential tur-
moil. I first experienced a call to
ministry in high school, started to
pursue it in college, and then dropped
out and left the faith for the better part
of six years. Although the bulk of my
early college years were spent with
Roman Catholics, when I returned, it
was to the Episcopal Church of my
birth.

Boston is the kind of city where the
Roman Church is so pervasive that its
influence is profound and readily felt
by all of its citizens no matter their
faith. So, when Pope John Paul II
announced that he would visit
America, and when he decided to
make Boston his first stop, the city
turned out as if the Sox, Celtics and
Bruins had all won the world champi-
onship at the same time! As a cab
driver, I knew it would be impossible
to get around, so I decided to take the
day off, stay home, and watch the
coverage on TV.

The media blitz was ungodly; yet,
this man’s holiness was undeniable.
His vigor, his charm, his command
were indisputable. If memory serves,
this was the occasion where his plane
arrived and he descended a set of
stairs, knelt, and kissed the ground.
With that gesture, with that kiss, one
had the sense that he made the ground
and the nation holy. From then on he
had me (as he had many, many more.)
There would be times I would dis-
agree with him, there would be times
when his views would cause me pain,
but there was never a moment when
his holiness was ever in question.

No pope has ever reached out as
effectively to our forbears in faith, the
Jews. He not only prayed at the West-
ern Wall, he officially recognized the
State of Israel and established diplo-
matic relations. No pope has ever
affected the world stage as forcefully.
Standing up to Communist oppres-
sion in his native Poland and else-

where is etched in the history books.
No pope has ever understood the un-
derbelly of capitalism as well. His
critique of the decadence of the First
World was astute. No pope has ever
traveled as he did. He touched the
people of the world, physically.

Last week, I returned to Boston to
help care for my in-laws who are in
frail health. One of the things they
wanted me to do was to celebrate the
Holy Eucharist for them in the rehab
facility where my father-in-law is
being treated. Of course I was de-
lighted. My wife, son, and my in-
laws and I gathered in a small but
tasteful “tea room,” and on the small
table I set up the hosts and the wine.
The Gospel was from John’s. It was
the resurrection appearance when
Jesus shows His disciples the wounds
of Good Friday.

The resurrection is not an end run
around suffering, I said, but its trans-
figuration. I called to mind in my
brief homily the suffering of John
Paul II and his tenacity and faith.
Looking at my in-laws, who have
also suffered terribly, I said that we
could take courage from the Gospel
account as well as from the example
of John Paul II that the power of
resurrection infiltrates every moment,
even those most filled with pain. With
faith, life and death become offer-
ings, prayers, if you will, that God
motivates, enables and receives. I said
these things within miles of the tarmac
the pope had kissed in 1979.

People of every faith in our com-
munities will join with me in offering
heartfelt prayers for the repose of the
soul of His Holiness John Paul II, for
our Roman Catholic brothers and sis-
ters, and for the future of the Church
and the world he served so well. May
light perpetual shine upon him and
may his soul and the souls of all the
departed, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

* * * * * * *
The Reverend Hamersley serves as

Rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
located at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, has revealed the topics
for its Women’s Book Club and
Women’s Bible Study programs, both
of which will be held at the church.

On Saturday, April 16, the Book
Club will meet from 10 a.m. to noon.
Bette Savage will lead a discussion of
“Seeking Enlightenment Hat by Hat,”
by Nevada Barr. In this book, Ms.
Barr, an award-winning mystery
writer, describes her spiritual journey
from atheism to belief in terms of the
hats she loves to wear.

Lil Wheeler will provide refresh-
ments. Visitors are welcome to share
in the discussion and fellowship, even
if they have not read the book. For
more information, please call Bette
Savage at (908) 575-8637 or email
her at Elzsvg@netscape.net.

On Wednesday, April 20, the
Women’s Bible Study Group will
meet from 10 a.m. to noon. The
group’s current theme is compari-

sons of women of the Bible with
famous modern day women.

At this meeting, Jean Kellogg will
discuss the Biblical Esther and the
20th century’s Eleanor Roosevelt, two
women who made a difference. Visi-
tors are welcome and refreshments
will be served. For more information,
please call Betty Cochran at (908)
755-6351.

Wisdom’s Light to Focus
On Concept of Free Will

WESTFIELD – A discussion on
the Science and Religion of Free Will,
open to the public, will take place on
Tuesday, April 26, at 7:30 p.m. in the
First Congregational Church’s Coe
Fellowship Hall, located at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield.

Based on the book “The Science of
God” by Gerald L. Schroeder, this
session of the Wisdom’s Light Minis-
try will explore how free will is in-
trinsic to the universe.

A physicist and a biblical scholar,
Professor Schroeder demonstrates
parallels between various biblical
teachings and the findings of scien-
tists, and argues that not only are
science and the bible compatible, but
they are actually interdependent.

Participants will explore questions
such as “Is the world pre-determined

by the laws of nature?” “Are people
completely programmed by their ge-
netic code and so have no real control
over their choices?” and “Does God
know the future completely?”

The Reverend John A. Mills, an
ordained minister in the United Church
of Christ and Director of the Wisdom’s
Light Ministry, will be the facilitator.
Information about this ministry is avail-
able at http://wislit.home.att.net. Rev-
erend Mills can be contacted at
wislit@worldnet.att.net.

Dr. Ross-Lee to Give Address
At Church Health Conference

Dr. Barbara Ross-Lee

SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s
Baptist Church in Scotch Plains will
hold its Annual “Healthy Bodies and
Healthy Spirits” Confer-
ence on Saturday, April
23, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Hosted by the Women’s,
Men’s and Officers Minis-
tries, the event will include
cancer, diabetes and blood
pressure screenings. Infor-
mation also will be avail-
able on sexually transmit-
ted diseases, AIDS, cho-
lesterol and other conditions.

Dr. Barbara Ross-Lee, Dean of the
New York College of Osteopathic
Medicine and the sister of singer
Diana Ross, will be the guest speaker.

Dr. Ross-Lee is the first African-
American female to serve as Dean of

a United States Medical School. As
the first osteopathic physician to par-
ticipate in the Robert Wood Johnson

Health Policy Fellowship,
she served as Legislative
Assistant for Health to
Senator Bill Bradley.

She is an advisor on pri-
mary care, medical edu-
cation, minority health,
women’s health and rural
health care issues on the
federal and state levels.

St. John’s Baptist Church
is located at 2387 Morse Avenue. Ad-
mission is free, and a free lunch will be
served.

The public is invited to attend this
event. For more information, please
call St. John’s Baptist Church at (908)
232-6972.

LEARN Program to Focus
On Cardiovascular Care

SCOTCH PLAINS – The League
for Educational Advancement for
Registered Nurses (LEARN) will of-
fer “Advances in Cardiovascular Care
– Part I,” an educational program for
Registered Nurses and guests.

The two-hour program will be held
on Monday, April 25, at 7:45 p.m. at the
Parish House of the All Saints’ Episco-
pal Church, 559 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains. Karen Cepero, Director of Pa-
tient Care Services at Liberty Health in
Jersey City, will be the speaker.

The first of a two-part program (each
complete in format and with Continu-
ing Education Units awarded), this
event is designed to educate and in-
form nurses about the pathophysiol-
ogy of coronary heart disease.

A review will be given of the risk
factors associated with coronary heart
disease, as well as current trends in
pharmacologic therapy for coronary
heart disease.

A not-for-profit professional organi-
zation for New Jersey Registered
Nurses, LEARN presents eight pro-
grams per academic year on current
nursing topics. Each program offers
Continuing Education Contact Hours
through the New Jersey State Nurses
Association, accredited as an approver
of Continuing Education in Nursing by
the American Nurses Credentialing
Center’s Commission on Accreditation.

This program has been approved for
2.4 Contact Hours. In addition, for
School Nurses, the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education, Professional Stan-
dards Board, has granted this program
Professional Development Hours.

The next LEARN program, “Ad-
vances in Cardiovascular Care – Part
II,” is scheduled for Monday, May 23.

Annual LEARN membership for
Registered Nurses is $40. Interested
persons are welcome to attend at a
guest fee of $10 per program. For more
information, please write to: LEARN,
P.O. Box 6, Scotch Plains 07076, or call
Betty, Program Coordinator, at (908)
272-7239, or Beth, Membership Chair-
woman, at (908) 754-9499.

Correction
An article submitted to The

Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and pub-
lished last week regarding the
Westfield History Societies’ Spring
Assembly contained an incorrect
date of April 20 for the event.

The Assembly will actually take
place on Wednesday, April 27, at 8
p.m. at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.
Introductory music will begin at
7:45 p.m.

St. Agnes to Present
Boardwalk Weekend
CLARK – St. Agnes Roman Catho-

lic Church, 332 Madison Hill Road in
Clark, will host its annual Boardwalk
Weekend tomorrow, Friday, April 15,
through Sunday, April 17.

The event will feature games of
chance and traditional “boardwalk
food.” All are invited to attend. The
boardwalk will be open Friday and
Saturday from 6:30 to 10 p.m. and
Sunday from 1 to 6 p.m.

For more information, please call
the St. Agnes Rectory at (732) 388-
7852 or email St. Agnes at
StAgnesChurch@comcast.net.

Holocaust Survivor
To Speak at Brunch

CRANFORD – The Roselle-
Cranford Chapter of Hadassah and the
Sisterhood of Temple Beth-El Mekor
Chayim will hold their annual Holo-
caust Program and Brunch on Sunday,
April 17, at 10 a.m. at the temple.

Luna Kaufman, a Holocaust survi-
vor and current Chairwoman of the
Sister Rose Thering Endowment at
Seton Hall University, will be the
guest speaker. The temple is located
at 338 Walnut Avenue in Cranford.

The Hospitality Committee will
provide a dairy brunch, and there is
no charge to attend. The Judaica Shop
will be open for business. For further
information, please call the temple
office at (908) 276-9231, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Monday through Thursday, and
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Friday.

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

“We Service Our Clients.”
Our 67th Year

A Family Institution Providing

Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Specializing in:

• Attorneys • Physicians Offices

• Commercial • Home Owners • Workers Compensation

www.puglisi-insurance.com


