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Work on Turf Field
At Kehler Stadium
To Begin In June
By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Audrey Fisch (D)
1st Ward Candidate

Sal Caruana (R)*
1st Ward Candidate

WESTFIELD – Westfield Board
of Education Secretary Robert
Berman revealed at Tuesday night’s
board meeting that construction on
the new artificial turf field and new
track at Kehler Stadium will start
on or about Monday, June 6.
The bid opening date for the
project is scheduled for Tuesday,
April 26, and the bid will be
awarded on Tuesday, May 17.
Currently, the school district is
courting four different companies for bids on the new field and
track, Mr. Berman stated.
Mr. Berman and Facilities
Committee Chairwoman Alice
Hunnicutt, have visited four different sites, each site representing one of the companies that are
expected to compete for the bid.
“We’ve done a lot of investigation,” said Ms. Hunnicutt.
The pair visited Livingston High
School, Watchung Hills Regional
High School in New Jersey and
Wilton High School and Greenwich
High School in Connecticut. Each
of the companies that installed fields
at these facilities uses a different
style of turf field on its projects.
Variables include whether or not
the lines on the fields are painted
on or sewn into the turf, as well as
whether or not the turf is filled
with rubber or a combination of
sand and rubber. The rubber in the
turf can be either ambient rubber,
which means the rubber is shredded and then placed in the infill, or
cryogenic rubber, which is frozen
and then shattered. The shattered
rubber is then used on the infill.
Carpet weight, which can vary
from 33 to 51 ounces per square foot
and impacts the firmness of the field,
must also be taken into account.
The bid will be awarded based
on both price and each company’s
ability to meet the district’s bid
specifications.
The board also held a discussion about its use of electronic
communication, and whether or
not the sending of sequential emails could constitute a violation
of the Open Public Meetings Act.
Policy Committee Chairwoman Arlene Gardner brought
a policy concerning the subject
before the board for first reading.

Frank Fusaro (D) Vicki Kimmins (R)
2nd Ward Candidate 2nd Ward Candidate

Jardim to Face Skibitsky
In Race for Town Mayor
good of the town,” Mr. Rotter said.
Councilman Skibitsky was elected
WESTFIELD — Former Westfield to his seat in November of 2002, and
Democratic Mayor Tom Jardim will noted he has worked to improve trafface off against first-term Republican fic safety by initiating effective and
Councilman Andy Skitbitsky in the programs such as the TEAM and
race to succeed Republican Mayor DROP programs and Citizen Radar.
Greg McDermott this fall.
He currently serves as Vice-ChairWhen elected in 1996, Mr. Jardim
man of the Public Works Comwas the first Democrat
mittee and is a member of the
to serve as mayor of
Public Safety, Parking and TransWestfield since 1912.
portation Committee.
Mr. Jardim is joined on
He graduated cum laude from
the Democratic line by
Rider University and has worked for
AudreyFisch, FirstWard;
Schering-Plough for the last 16 years.
Frank Fusaro, Second
Former Mayor Jardim stated,
Ward; Dave Haas, Third
“My time away from local elective
Ward,
and
Tom
office has also provided me greater
Bigosinski, Fourth Ward.
perspective on
Joining Councilman Tom Jardim (D)
how important
Skibitsky, who repre- Mayoral Candidate
town governsents the Third Ward on
ment can be in
the GOP ticket are incumbent Sal
our daily lives.
Caruana in the First Ward; Vicki
And I again find
Kimmins, Second Ward; Darielle
myself asking,
Walsh, Third Ward, and Eric Leuthold,
why aren’t our
Fourth Ward.
streets safer and
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick,
cleaner? Why
Chairman of the Westfield RepubliAndy Skibitsky (R) are developers
can Committee, said the Republican
Mayoral Candidate
being allowed
candidates are “an incredibly enerto alter forever
getic and talented group of people,” the character of some of our neighborwho will “move Westfield forward hoods? Why do we spend so much
into the future.”
time — and money – endlessly studyCouncilman Skibitsky, who was ing problems rather than fixing them? In
nominated by the Westfield Republi- my view, we need to get back to basics.”
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

David Haas (D)
3rd Ward Candidate

Darielle Walsh (R) Tom Bigosinski (D) Eric Leuthold (R)
3rd Ward Candidate 4th Ward Candidate 4th Ward Candidate

can Town Committee over Mr. Caruana
in February, said the GOP candidates
“come from diverse backgrounds, but
we all value public service and giving
back to the community.”
“I’m looking forward to working
with them to meet Westfield residents, hear about their concerns, and
make our town a better place for
taxpayers and for families,” Councilman Skibitsky said.
Mr. Rotter was energetic in announcing the return of Mr. Jardim to
head the Democratic line this November for the first time since 1998.
“We need to re-elect Mayor Tom
Jardim to get Westfield back on track
by preserving and protecting our
neighborhoods and making our streets
cleaner and safer. When he served as
mayor, Tom demonstrated the leadership skills necessary to bring together
people, regardless of political affiliation, all working for the common

Mr. Jardim graduated from American University in Washington, D.C.
in 1993, where he received a law
degree and a master’s degree in foreign affairs. He served as Westfield
Mayor from 1997 to 2001.
During his tenure as mayor, he was
President of the Union County League
of Municipalities. A lawyer in
Morristown, he serves on the boards of
the Westfield Foundation, Westfield
Neighborhood Council, Westfield Interfaith Community Preservation Association, Raritan Valley Line Commuter Coalition, Morristown Community Theatre and Ceasefire New Jersey.
First elected to office in 2002, Councilman Caruana is President of Foster
Capital Corporation, an investment
management firm he founded in 1991.
He has lived in Westfield since 1993.
He is currently in his third year as a
Director of the United Way and is in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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SIXTY CENTS

Voters Will Decide $66 Mil.
School Tax Levy, Three Seats
By MICHELLE HELEN LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Voters in Westfield
will go to the polls on Tuesday, April
19, to decide the fate of the $66 million proposed school tax levy that
will fund this year’s $77 million budget and which of the five candidates
will fill three
available seats
on the school
board.
If passed, the
school tax levy
would raise taxes
$324 on a home
assessed
at
$180,000. The
overall spending
plan represents a
Gary McCready
4.85 percent increase over last year.
Arlene Gardner, who served as the
board president and has been a member of the school board since 1996,
opted not to seek reelection.
Incumbents William Ziff and Alice
Hunnicutt are joined in this year’s
race by Steven Dorry, Gary
McCready, and Ann Ormsby Cary.
Mr. Ziff, an attorney in Westfield,
is seeking his second term on the
board. He holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree in History from the American
University, a Masters of Science de-

gree from Tulane University and a
law degree from the Delaware Law
School.
A resident of Westfield since 1994,
he currently serves on the town’s planning board and ran for Town Council
in 2000.
At his downtown Westfield office,

Steven Dorry

Ann Ormsby Cary

Mr. Ziff specializes in the representation of insurance companies and selfinsured’s. His wife, Heidi, works as a
mental health counselor for the Employee Assistance Program. Their 10year-old son attends Washington Elementary School.
He is currently the Standing Secretary, District XII Ethics Committee.
A graduate of Drew University,
Ms. Ormsby Cary earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in English Literature
and Writing. She received a master’s
degree from the Graduate School of

Journalism at New York University.
Before becoming a fulltime homemaker, she worked for 20 years in
public relations. She was the Senior
Vice President for Marketing Communications at the United Way of
New York City. She was the Director
of Public Affairs for the New York

William Ziff

Alice Hunnicutt

City Bar Association and also served
as an Assistant Press Secretary for the
New York City Council.
Since moving to Westfield, Ms.
Ormsby Cary has been a consultant
to the United Way of Westfield and
the Trinitas Health Foundation in
Elizabeth. Currently, she serves on
the Strategic Communications Advisory Board for Columbia University’s
Master’s Degree Program in Strategic Communications and was inducted into the YWCA Academy of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Three-Yr. Parking Improvements Plan
Will Be Unveiled by Panel on April 26
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking
Committee is expected to make recommendations on downtown parking
improvements within the next two
weeks, Committee Chairman Mark
Ciarrocca announced at Tuesday
night’s council agenda meeting.
Mr. Ciarrocca said the committee
would make a presentation to the full
council at its Tuesday, April 26, agenda
meeting on a three-year plan for downtown parking improvements. A total
of $500,000 has been set aside for
improvements in this year’s capital
budget.
The parking plan will focus on many
things including reallocation of spaces
as well as increasing capacity and

improving efficiency of the parking
system. The improvements follow last
November’s defeat by voters of a
downtown parking deck.
Mr. Ciarrocca said that $700,000
to $800,000 in improvements needs
to be done this year.
Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said that $500,000, already available
this year, includes $400,000 from the
capital improvement fund. Another
$100,000 has been left over from the
town’s parking ordinance from the
last few years. He said the council
might have to appropriate additional
monies to the budget to meet all the
objectives in the proposed parking
improvement plan.
The Parking Committee met with
Parking Services Director John Morgan prior to Tuesday’s council meet-

ing.
“We had a very good meeting tonight. It has given us a good outline of
what we are referring to as a threeyear plan,” said Mr. Gildea, noting
the plan would include “across the
board improvements in all of our parking areas in town, aesthetic and otherwise.”
Councilman Ciarrocca noted that
the town has stepped up enforcement
efforts to remove downtown employees from parking in short-term spaces
intended for shoppers.
He said long-term spaces are available everyday on Orchard Street and
Walnut Avenue for employees.
“There are places for those employees to go so they can’t say ‘we’re
starting to get tickets but there is no
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Borough Residents to Vote on $13 Mil. Budget;
Sergeant Scot Worswick Confirmed as Write-In
By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
Mountainside Board of Education will
be seeking support from residents for
their $13,279,940 total budget for the
2005-2006 school year on Tuesday,
April 19. Residents will also be asked
to vote for their choice of candidates
in the school board election.
Specifics of the budget include an
operating budget of $11,917,479, a
Spending Growth Limitation Adjustment (SGLA) in the amount of
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$70 M

d
tfiel
Wes

Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

S

ol
cho

Bud

get

$60 M

$219,464 and a Capital Outlay SGLA
in the amount of $491,526. The Capital Reserve amount of $651,471 and
a tax levy of $9,704,615 are also
included in the budget.
Superintendent of the Union
County Department of Education Dr.
Carmen Centuolo originally declined
the proposed budget. She recommended that the board adjust the distribution of the dissolution fund received from the deregionalization.
After her suggestions were taken, Dr.
Centuolo then approved the budget.
Mountainside Police Sergeant Scot
Worswick has formally announced that
he will be seeking a seat on the board.
Sgt. Worswick will be added to the
ballot as a write-in candidate at the
polls on April 19. In order to secure a
victory, he must obtain at least 10 votes.
Incumbent John Perrin is also seeking reelection to the board. Board President Peter Goggi, whose seat is up for
grabs, will not be seeking another term.
Mr. Perrin and Sgt. Worswick will

be vying for two empty seats on the
board. No other write-in candidates
have announced their intent to run, so
the election could prove to be a shoein for the two candidates.
Sgt. Worswick has a Masters in
Public Administration degree and a
Bachelor’s in Public Administration
and Criminal Justice degree, both
from Kean University.
He has been a member of the
Mountainside Police Department for
22 years and has been teaching at the
Union County Police Academy since
1985. He was promoted to the rank of
Sergeant in 1994.
Sgt. Worswick was a Deerfield
School Resource Officer and a Juvenile Officer. For the past 12 years, he
has been the Mountainside D.A.R.E.
Officer. For the past seven years, he
has been the President of the
Mountainside Police Athletic League.
Scot and his wife, Carol, have been
Mountainside residents for 13 years.
They have three children in the school

district in the third, fifth and seventh
grade, all who attend Deerfield
School. Mrs. Worswick is a schoolteacher in New Providence.
Sgt. Worswick has been a substitute teacher at Deerfield School for
the past six years. He also coaches
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

‘Election Night Live’
Will Air on TV-36
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education will televise
“Election Night Live” beginning at
9:15 p.m. on Tuesday, April 19, on
TV-36 from the Westfield High
School studio.
Election results will be announced
as they are received on the 20052006 school budget, as well as the
three open seats on the Westfield
Board of Education.
Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley will host the show.

Borough’s Municipal Budget Slated
For Review By Council Next Week

$50 M

$40 M

By KIMBERLY BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
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MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor Robert Viglianti announced at Tuesday
night’s Borough Council agenda meeting that the municipal budget for the
borough would be ready for members
of the council to review by next week.
The mayor noted that there was
three big increases in the budget,
which included insurance premiums,

Budget

$20 M

worker’s compensation insurance and
fees for the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority.
He stated that in the budget for
2004 there was $1.8 million allotted
for surplus and that only $1.445 million was replenished.
“We cannot keep taking from our
surplus,” the mayor said.
He did note, however, that a payment of $175,000 from the settle-
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ment of the board of education’s deregionalization suit was recently put
into the surplus.
The mayor stated that, because of
mandated increases from the state
and from rising insurance costs, the
average Mountainside household will
see an average increase of $93 to
$100 in their tax bill to support municipal services this year.
Earlier in the year, the mayor had
noted that, because of the major increases mandated by a formula from
the state, the library must be given an
increase of $60,000 in next year’s
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Adjustment Board Rejects Neon Signs School Board
Proposed By Cheeburger Cheeburger Budget, Race
By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

GOOD FELLOWS…The Westfield Jaycees hold their annual alumni banquet
last Wednesday at the Jolly Trolley restaurant in Westfield. The event spirited a
record turnout.

‘Mews’ Redevelopment
Project To Begin Soon
By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD- The redevelopment
of the old Thomas and Betts site, located across from the ShopRite will
soon be underway following some
adjustments to a plan that had previously been approved by the borough’s
planning board back in March of 2004,
it was announced by officials at
Tuesday’s Borough Council meeting.
ARC properties will be constructing 21,000 square feet of retail space in
a “Main Street” setting. The residential-commercial development will have
84 residential units, 44 townhouses
and 40 apartments, with 20 retail stores.
A fall 2005 occupancy is expected.
In other business, Tuesday’s workshop session focused primarily on adjustments to the plan which mainly
involved height specifications to the
buildings. Developers of The Mews
project had requested that the first floor
height of the storefront and apartment
building that faces North Avenue be
raised three feet more to a 15-foot
height. The governing body has not yet
amended the re-development plan but
most likely will soon.
Pedestrian safety issues were also of
some concern at the previous meeting
to which ARC responded to by adding
wrought-iron railings to contain pedestrian traffic flow. Sprinklers for fire
safety were added as well.
Mayor Dennis McCarthy inquired,
“How is this (the height adjustments)
going to be advantageous to the town?”
The ARC representative responded that
since they are adding the height to it, it
would attract more tenants. Restaurants often want greater height for
ambience as well.
Also during the workshop session,
Borough Engineer Donald Guarriello
brought the governing body up to date
on the borough’s sidewalk program.
Six storm water ordinances have been
completed and will be sent to the municipal clerk at the end of the week.
Only two bids ($91,000 and $95,000)
were received on the sidewalk program.
The cost will be $75,000 for the
sidewalks and $16,000 for the parking
lot. The money will come from a
$10,000 grant from community development funds and $49,000 in capital
funds already designated for this
project.
There are some concerns regarding
the borough’s ability to fund this
project. Years ago, Hess put monitoring wells into the borough parking lot
and said that they would make the

repairs when they are extracted. Borough attorney Robert Renaud said he
would check to see if Hess is ready to
pull those monitoring wells at this
time.
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
made reference to the fact that the last
time the borough did sidewalk work
was in 2001-2002 and that the people
of Garwood have been very patient.
The grants must be awarded by the last
council meeting in May, officials said.
Councilman Walter Tucker also
pointed out some other sidewalks in
town that are in very poor shape on
North Avenue as you come into town.
Councilman William Schadewald
stated, “It is impossible to walk on
these sidewalks because of the rooted
trees, and it’s a state road so we can’t
touch the trees.”
During the public session of the
workshop meeting, Garwood residents
Ann Leonard and Bruce Paterson
brought forth some concerns over the
old Independence Bank building, located at 345 South Avenue, that was
demolished.
The owner of MSI computers is
relocating to this site. Apparently, during the reconstruction, the contractor
did not follow the blue print and a
three-story wall was erected too early
in the plans.
The residents said they are worried
that the wall could fall. Rich Belluscio,
the borough’s construction code official, will look into the issue.
Mayor McCarthy said that he thinks
the contractor put the braces up so that
would not happen, but that officials
would check into it.
During the meeting’s regular session, Councilwoman Kathleen
Villaggio gave a summary on the
Garwood school budget. The total budget for 2005-2006 is $6,482,000, which
represents a total increase of $189,000
in spending.
There would be no increase in the local
tax levy due to an increase of $214,000 in
miscellaneous income, said Councilwoman Villaggio. Part of this is due to the
offset of the receipt of the deregionalization dollars the borough received as part of a lawsuit settlement
following the breakup of the former Union
County Regional High School District.
Councilman Victor DeFilippo’s reported on NJ Transit’s plan to build
another tunnel to New York.
“This is a $5 billion dollar plan that
will add 4,400 future jobs. It will also
double the rail capacity into New York
from New Jersey,” Councilman
DeFilippo said.

WESTFIELD — The board of adjustment rejected an application Monday
night for neon signs at Cheeburger
Cheeburger, located on North Avenue
near the Westfield Railroad Station.
“I think it’s a bad precedent for us to
set,” said Chairman William Heinbokel
at Monday night’s meeting regarding
Cheeburger Cheeburger owner Dan
Colantuono’s application to allow four
neon signs to be displayed in the
restaurant’s windows.
“I think it’s a great restaurant; I think
it’s an asset,” he added, but said he could
not comfortably grant a variance from

Westfield’s town-wide ordinance prohibiting neon signs.
The board agreed and unanimously
rejected Mr. Colantuono’s application.
Prior to the board’s vote, attorney
Erwin Brwinschnitzer, who represented
Mr. Colantuono, explained that the signs
would have helped draw attention to the
restaurant, located in a “dark corner” of
the train station parking lot located at
251 North Avenue West.
He also explained that there is a legal
precedent whereby a municipality-wide
ordinance banning neon signs was found
unlawful.
There is “no evidence that there are
specific problems” with such signs, said

Parking Improvements Plan
Will Be Unveiled on April 26
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

where for us to go,’” Councilman Ciarrocca
said.
During the public session, Jim Baker of
Lincoln Road questioned the status of improvements to municipal parking lots one
and eight at Elm and Prospect Streets. He
had previously raised a point on the expense
of a potential environmental cleanup of the
lots, given the fact that a gasoline station was
previously located on one of the parking lots.
The town plans on reconfiguring the lots to
create one large lot and, in the process,
increase parking capacity.
Mr. Gildea said the town wants to redo
the lots, improve the aesthetic look of the
lots, as well as do the necessary environmental remediation “at the same time.”
“God forbid that thing should cost us a
lot of money, would that eat into that
$700,000 to $800,000 we are talking about
here?” Mr. Baker questioned. Mr. Gildea
said the project has to be sent out for bid.
He said the environmental remediation
work would not be paid out of monies set
aside for downtown parking improvements.
Mr. Gildea noted that he hopes the town
will regain access to spaces in the Waterson
Street commuter parking lot by the end of
May. Department of Transportation crews
completing improvement to the South
Avenue traffic circle are currently using
the spaces.
On another matter, Councilman Sal
Caruana asked town officials to submit
more information on a loan arrangement
by the owners of the Northside Trattoria
on Prospect Street, which was used to
purchase a full liquor license previously
owned by now defunct Wyckoff’s Steak
House on North Avenue.

Councilman Caruana said he was concerned that unless the loan included interest payments and a maturity date in the
agreement, the Internal Revenue Service
might consider it a gift instead of a loan.
“These are not problems that affect us,”
responded Councilman Rafael Betancourt.
Councilman Caruana said that he was,
“not trying to give anybody a hard time.
It’s just a matter of form.”
The mayor and council must approve
the transfer of the liquor license sought by
the Northside Trattoria. Per the town code,
only restaurants with full liquor licenses
can have a bar area.
There are four full bar licenses in town.
In addition to the one bought by the
Northside Trattoria, the Jolly Trolley on
North Avenue, Jeffery’s on Central Avenue and the Echo Lake Country Club
hold the others.
There are other liquor licenses in town
of limited scope, enabling the holder to
serve alcoholic beverages only at a table
where food is provided.
Town Attorney Robert Cockren said he
would ask the Northside Trattoria owners
to provide the additional information. Mr.
Gildea said he expected the license transfer would be on the council’s Tuesday,
April 19 regular meeting agenda for consideration by the governing body.
The council went into closed session to
discuss continuation litigation filed by
Newpointe Realty, LLC concerning the
proposed Ward & O’Donnell Development Co., Inc. proposal for an age-restricted development in the downtown on
Prospect Street between East Broad Street
and Ferris Place.

Jardim to Face Skibitsky
In Race for Town Mayor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

his seventh year as a girls softball coach.
In the aftermath of the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, Mr.
Caruana organized and led “Westfield
Cares,” a community effort supported
by over 100 local businesses to assist
Westfield families affected by the tragedy.
He was also Fundraising Chairman
for the Westfield September 11 Memorial.
A graduate of Amherst College, Ms.
Fisch has been a Westfield resident since
1993. She earned a master’s and doctorate degrees in English literature from
Rutgers University. She is now a professor of English and Elementary and Secondary Education at New Jersey City
University where she formerly chaired
the women’s studies program.
Dr. Fisch coaches second grade boys
basketball and officiates high school
field hockey and girls lacrosse.
Ms. Kimmins, a lifelong Westfield
resident, currently works as a substitute
teacher at the Presbyterian Nursery
School. She is a graduate of Penn State
University. She currently is a member of
the College Woman’s Club of Westfield
board and is a volunteer at the Agape
Soup Kitchen in Elizabeth.
She has also served as a past CoPresident of Westfield TWIG of
Children’s Specialized Hospital, committee chairwoman of the Wilson Elementary School Parent Teacher Association and Co-Chairwoman of
Catherine’s Closet, Inc.
Mr. Fusaro has lived in Westfield for
the past 39 years. He is a 1979 Westfield
High School (WHS) graduate, he earned
both a Bachelor of Science degree and a
master’s in civil engineering from the
New Jersey Institute of Technology
(NJIT). He currently owns a small business specializing in commercial construction, engineering and construction
management in the tri-state area.
For the past eight years, he has served
as a member of the Westfield Baseball
League’s Board of Directors and has
been President for the past four years.
Mr. Fusaro has also served as an officer
of the Westfield Basketball Association
and the Westfield Soccer Association.
He currently coaches youth baseball
and basketball and is a volunteer for the
Westfield PAL Football program and
the Westfield Lacrosse program. He is a
current member of the Westfield College Men’s Club and the Westfield

Booster Association and is a former
member of Rotary Club of Westfield
and Westfield UNICO.
Mrs. Walsh recently completed nine
years of service on the Westfield Board
of Education. First elected to the board
in 1992, she served one year as vice
president and three years as president.
She is currently serving her fourth
year as Chief Volunteer Officer and
Chairwoman of the Westfield Area Y
Board of Directors and has been an
active member of the Westfield Area Y
Board of Directors for 14 years.
She was recently recognized for her
volunteer efforts as a recipient of the
“2005 Woman of Excellence Award” by
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders Commission on the Status
of Women.
Mr. Haas earned a doctorate degree
from the University of California in
optical electronics. Holding 10 patents
in his field, Dr. Haas currently works as
a director for a large electronics manufacturer.
He represented the third ward on the
Town Council in 2003. He was the council liaison to the Board of Health, the
Tree Preservation Commission and
PANDA, as well as a member of the
Planning Board.
Mr. Haas served for six years on the
Board of Adjustment and, prior to that,
he was a member of Past Mayor Jardim’s
Expenditure Review Board.
Dr. Haas is a member of the WHS Ice
Hockey Association board, the Rotary
Club of Westfield, and the Friends of
Westfield Memorial Library.
Mr. Leuthold, Administrative Director
of Radiology at Pascack Valley Hospital in
Bergen County, holds two undergraduate
degrees from the University of Vermont
and a master’s degree from New York
University. He has over 12 years experience as a healthcare professional with more
than nine years in management.
His record of community service includes being a member of the Westfield
Y’s Men’s Club, and a manager and
assistant coach in Westfield’s baseball
and soccer leagues.
Mr. Bigosinski has been a practicing
attorney for the past 11 years. He is a
graduate of Rutgers University and received his law degree from the Seton
Hall Law School in Newark.
He currently serves as one of three
members of the Westfield Tree Preservation Commission.

Mr. Brwinschnitzer.
“Neon has a lot of historical significance in our town,” said Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) Executive Director Sherry Cronin, who testified on behalf of the restaurant. She
added that the signs, displaying phrases
such as “fabulous fifties,” would only
maintain the restaurant’s theme, and
would not be direct marketing devices.
Karrie Hanson, also a member of the
DWC, said that an ordinance is being
drafted by the town that would allow
neon and other illuminated signs in certain parts of town, specifically in locations “off the main thoroughfares” where
visibility to potential customers can be
an issue.
Ms. Hanson told the board that several stipulations would be involved in
the ordinance. For example, no sign
would be allowed to cover more than 25
percent of the window’s surface in which
it is displayed. Also, only signs used to
maintain a business’s theme would be
allowed, and blinking and/or flashing
signs would not be permitted.
Board Member Chris Masciale agreed
that a revised ordinance would be more
effective than hearing each new application if a variance were granted for
Cheeburger Cheeburger.
“We’re going to become the sign police,” he said, if the board were to allow
such signage on a case-by-case basis.
Such an ordinance would have to be
considered by the Town Council and
other officials before being adopted.
The board has been “pretty hardhanded” in dealing with previous applications for neon signage, Mr. Heinbokel
said. He also said that many people,
particularly commuters, likely see the
establishment every day.

MS Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

budget.
Last year, because of the same formula,
the library had a $49,000 increase. The
mayor said that the borough’s library did
not request the additional funding that he
did not like to see this mandated increase
“passed on to the taxpayer.” The mayor
stated, “next year, we will see this again as
Mountainside is building $30 million in
new homes.”
At prior council meetings, Mayor
Viglianti noted that money was also being
appropriated for the mandated ordinance
from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection. Second reading and
council action is scheduled on this matter
at the Tuesday, April 19 meeting.
Mayor Viglianti stated that, because of
the mandated ordinance, called the Storm
Water Control and Flooding Plan Ordinance, Mountainside and all other New
Jersey municipalities must comply with
all of the engineering requirements of the
ordinance, as well as map all of the storm
sewer drains.
The governing body did acknowledge
that an $8,468 grant had been awarded to
the borough this past winter to help comply with the ordinance.
Other ordinances scheduled for a second reading at next week’s meeting include: an ordinance supplementing regulations regarding road opening permits on
newly paved roads and an ordinance to
reduce the speed limit from 35 to 30 miles
per hour on New Providence Road from
Deer Path to Tracy Drive.
Finally, it was noted that Councilman
Paul Mirabelli and Councilman Keith
Turner would be running again for their
council seats. Councilman Mirabelli will
vie for a fourth term and Councilman
Turner will be returning for a sixth term.
According to the Borough Clerk Judy
Osty, both men are running unopposed in
the June primary as well the November
General Election as no borough Democrats filed nominating petitions by
Monday’s 4 p.m. deadline.

Field Project
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

What followed was a lengthy deliberation
on a subject for which she said, “there is no
case law” to direct policy.
The board ultimately approved the
policy for first reading with a number of
amendments for the purpose of clarification.
Tuesday’s meeting also marked the end
of Ms. Gardner’s nine years serving the
community as a board member. President
Anne Riegel presented Ms. Gardner with
a resolution lauding her “dedication to the
children of Westfield.”
Ms. Gardner’s three consecutive terms
lasted from 1996 to this year, and she has
served with over 20 different board members. Additionally, she served as president
from 2001 to 2004 and was also the chairwoman of the board’s Policy Committee
for five of her nine years.
Ms. Gardner thanked both the community and her fellow board members, saying that she received “tremendous pleasure” during her time as a member of the
board. She called the board an example of
“deliberative democracy in progress,” and
she made note of the “enormous change”
that the district has seen in the last nine
years.
The changes include enrollment
growth of almost 1,000 students, as well
as the massive integration of all forms of
technology into the district’s curriculum.
In addition to Tuesday being Ms.
Gardner’s last meeting, the board also
accepted the retirements of 16 Westfield
staff members.
Between them, this group of teachers
represents 468 years of service to Westfield.
The list included two teachers who have
served the community for more than 40
years, and five who have taught for over 30
years.
The board’s next public meeting will be
held on April 26, when the winners of next
week’s annual school election will be
sworn in.
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Women Achievers in 1999.
Ms. Ormsby Cary was Senior Vice
President at United Way and is copresident of Tamaques Elementary
School’s Parent Teacher Organization
(PTO). PTO officers oversee more than
10 fundraising events and 30 service
events for the school. This year, the
organization is spearheading an effort
to purchase new playground equipment.
Before becoming PTO Co-President, she served as Co-Vice President
of the PTO. She ran the Book Fair at
Tamaques for four years, and served
as variety show director for five years.
At the Edison Intermediate School,
the candidate has served as a chaperone on the eighth grade trip to Washington, D.C. and is currently co-chairing the eighth grade party committee.
Ms. Ormbsy Cary and her husband,
Larry Cary, a partner at the New York
law firm of Cary Kane LLP, have lived
in Westfield for 10 years. They have two
sons, Charles, who will enter high school
next year, and William, a fourth grader
at Tamaques School.
Ms. Hunnicutt and her husband,
George Bogatoa, have lived in Westfield
since 1984, although he is a native of
Westfield.
The candidate graduated cum laude
from Ball State University with a degree
in music. She received her master’s degree in music composition from the
University of Michigan. Her studies also
include participation in the Interpreter
for the Deaf Program at Union County
College.
A former professional musician along
with her husband, Mrs. Hunnicutt is
currently the director for the Statewide
Parent Advocacy Network (SPAN), an
organization that educates parents with
children 14 and over who have disabilities transition from the school environment into the real world. In this role, she
offers workshops throughout the state
to parents and educators on parent and
professional collaboration, transition,
and other topics. She has presented at
New Jersey Education Association conferences and other educational workshops.
The mother of five children ranging
in age from 15 to 25, Ms. Hunnicutt
currently has two sons attending
Westfield High School. One is a freshman and the other, a junior. Her other
three children were also the product of
the Westfield school system.
Ms. Hunnicutt currently serves as the
Board of Education Facilities Committee Chairwoman, and was involved in
the track and artificial turf field project
that recently passed in a bond referendum.
Ms. Hunnicutt was appointed by the
governor’s office to represent parents
on the State Rehabilitation Council and
the Disability subcommittee for the State
Employment and Training Commission
for the Department of Labor. She has
just finished a four-year term as Rehabilitation Council chairwoman. She is
also a member of the state special needs
advisory group for the Commission on
Higher Education, and the state character advisory council for the state Department of Education.
Mr. McCready has lived in Westfield
for 10 years. His oldest child attends
Roosevelt Intermediate School and his
two youngest are students at Wilson
Elementary School.
He and his wife, Jane, have three
children in Westfield’s schools, where
they moved from Manhattan in 1994.
After a short stint in California in
2000, they returned to Westfield. Their
oldest son, Ben, is a sixth grader at
Roosevelt. Madeline attends third
grade at Wilson, and Charlie is a first
grader at Wilson.
The candidate holds a bachelor’s degree from Columbia College, including
coursework at Teachers College. He has
volunteered for a variety of roles for the
Westfield Public Schools, including the
Technology Committee where he coordinated the installation of the first computers and networks in the elementary
school libraries.
He has also served on the Strategic
Planning Committee in 1998, and served
as Co-President of the Advanced Learning Program Parents Association for
two years.
Mr. McCready is currently employed
as computer systems manager for
Sumitomo Mitsui, a Japanese bank
whose technology operations are located in Jersey City. Previously, he has
worked in technology management positions for Cantor Fitzgerald/eSpeed,
the American Stock Exchange and
TIAA-CREF. He has consulted for law
firms and a Manhattan newspaper. He
began his career as a corporate instructor for the Digital Equipment Corporation.
Mr. Dorry, who is currently employed
as a general council with Net2Phone
Global Services, has lived in Westfield
for nine years and in New Jersey his
entire life. He and his wife, Sharon, a
registered nurse who now works as a
homemaker, have three daughters age
nine, seven and five. All three girls attend Tamaques School.
He graduated from Boston College
with a bachelor’s degree in economics
and philosophy. He also earned a law
degree from the Seton Hall Law School
in Newark.
The school election will be held on
Tuesday, April 19. Polls will be open
from 2 to 9 p.m.

Worswick
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and has coached girls and boys soccer
and baseball.
“I have been involved with
Mountainside children for 22 years,” he
told The Westfield Leader. “This is just
another way for me to get involved.”
School board elections will take place
on Tuesday, April 19, from 2 to 9 p.m.
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Council Introduces
$20.5 Mil. Budget
With 6-Pt. Tax Hike
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Township Council on Tuesday
night introduced the 2005 municipal budget, which will be
financed by a 4.7 percent, or sixpoint, increase in the municipal
portion of property taxes.
Most of the 3.9 percent increase in the $20.5 million spending plan, according to Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge, is due to
higher mandated expenditures,
including health insurance costs,
contracts with local unions,
sewer fees, fire hydrant and utility fees and pension contributions.
Coupled with a freeze in state
aid, “we were left with little
wiggle room” in areas to cut
spending, she said at the
Council’s meeting on Tuesday
evening.
She called this year’s budget
“responsible,” adding that the
council had, during the past two
months, reviewed “line-by-line”
the spending proposals submitted in late January by Township
Manager Thomas Atkins.
Mr. Atkins had submitted a
budget that called for an eight
point increase in the local tax
rate — from $1.27 per $100 of
assessed value to $1.35 — which
would have translated into a $95
increase for the average assessed
property of $120,000.
Last week, however, the council was unanimous in changing
the increase to $1.33 per $100,
which will mean a $72, or 4.7
percent increase for the average
taxpayer.
Ms. Sorge noted that the increase in property tax by the
township is lower than increases
imposed by most other area
towns, and it is “well below the
state average increase of seven
percent.”
A public hearing on the budget will be held on Tuesday, May
10, and Mayor Martin Marks
encouraged residents to attend
and offer their opinions before a
vote is taken by the council.
Details of the budget will be
posted soon on the township’s
website, www.scotchplainsnj.com.
Copies will also be available for
public inspection at the township
library and in the township clerk’s
office.
In other business, the council
gave final approval to an
$825,000 bond ordinance that
will fund building improvements
at the Scotch Plains Library, including the replacement of the
sheet metal roof that has been
leaking with increasing frequency in recent years, the installation of thermal-paned windows and new equipment to allow easier access for handicapped individuals.
“We’ve put off making improvements for years so as not to
impact on taxpayers,” said Coun-

Fred Rossi for The Times

PLAY BALL!…Players and coaches from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth
Baseball League kick off the 2005 season on Saturday with a parade through
downtown Scotch Plains.

Candidates Selected
For Boro. Council
Election in June
By MEREDITH A. MANNINO
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD – Republicans
Michael D’Antuono and Maureen
Mawby will face Democrats Joan
Wheeler and Bruce Walsh this fall in
the race for two seats on the Borough
Council.
Republican Councilmen Stewart
Kline and Andrew Calamaras are not
seeking reelection. All candidates
filed their nominating petitions with
Borough Clerk by Monday’s deadline.
Mr. D’Antuono is a 40-year resident of Fanwood and retired vice
president of the Trust Company of
New Jersey. He is a member of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains and
is active in the Knights of Columbus.

of corporate marketing and sales. Her
three adult children are all graduates
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools.
“Maureen is a longtime resident
who enjoyed the opportunity last year
to meet the residents of Fanwood and
has a great desire to serve them in an
official capacity as councilwoman,”
said Mr. Trumpp.
Meanwhile, Fanwood Democratic
Municipal Chairwoman, Assemblywoman Linda Stender, spoke fondly
of Ms. Wheeler and Mr. Walsh as
candidates for the Democrats this
year.
“We are proud to endorse and support Joan Wheeler and Bruce Walsh,”
said Assemblywoman Stender. “We
are confident that Bruce and Joan
will work hard for our community

Bruce Walsh (D)

Joan Wheeler (D)

Republican Municipal Chairman
Ted Trumpp said he is pleased that
Mr. D’Antuono is running and feels,
if elected, the experienced business
executive will contribute greatly to
the borough.
“I think Michael as a candidate
brings to the table a great deal of
expertise in real estate development,
which is a major concern in the borough at this time,” said Mr. Trumpp.
Ms. Mawby, who ran last year for
Fanwood Borough Council, is a longtime Fanwood resident. Mr. Trumpp
said her dedication and commitment
would enable her to excel if elected.
Her career background is in the area

Maureen Mawby (R)

and continue the progress being made
by Mayor Colleen Mahr and the
Democratic majority on the Borough
Council.”
Mr. Walsh is an attorney in private
general practice with law offices in
Fanwood and Staten Island. He previously served on the Fanwood Council from 1988 to 1990, and again from
1993 to 1998. He was Fanwood Council President in 1996 and again in
1997.
Mr. Walsh is a former commissioner of the Fanwood police and fire
departments and a member of the
borough’s board of health. He cur-
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THREE SCOTCH PLAINS CANDIDATES RUNNING FOR TWO SEATS;
SASHA SLOCUM RUNNING UNOPPOSED FOR FANWOOD SEAT

Voters to Decide Fate of Proposed
$58.7 Mil. School Tax Levy Tues.
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

accounting from Rutgers University
and holds a Master of Business Administration in Corporate Finance.
He is employed as division controller
for a steel mill based in Perth Amboy.
Mr. Whitehouse has coached boys

eral counsel for First Option Health
Plan, a physician-owned HMO in
Monmouth County. Two years later
he was appointed chief executive officer for the company. The company
later became part of Physicians Health

SCOTCH PLAINS – Voters in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood will go
to the polls this Tuesday, April 19, to
decide the fate of the proposed school
tax levy and select three members
to serve on the Board of Education.
The board adopted a
$67,084,688 budget, which is an
increase of 4.5 percent or $2.8
million in spending over last year.
Seventy-five percent of the budget is devoted to salaries and benefits for teachers and staff within
the district.
A total of 78.1 percent of the
Trip Whitehouse
Warren McFall
Sasha Slocum
Don Parisi
proposed $58,662,794 tax levy
S. Plains Candidate
S. Plains Candidate
Fanwood Candidate
S. Plains Candidate
would be raised in taxes in Scotch
Plains with the remaining 21.89 in and girls house league soccer for seven Services, for which he served as genFanwood. The average Scotch Plains years, travel soccer for two years, eral manager in charge of the New
household would pay $322, and Fanwood Youth baseball for six years, Jersey region.
Fanwood residents contributing an Scotch Plains baseball for two years
Mr. Parisi is currently an insurance
average of $371 per household.
and the Street Devils street hockey consultant with private contracts as
In terms of the school election, for one year.
well as contracts with the state to fix
Scotch Plains residents will elect two
The candidate has served as a mem- financially-troubled insurance commembers to represent the township ber of the Board of Education’s Fi- panies. He also teaches at the school
on the board while Fanwood will nance Committee for the past three
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
select one resident from the borough. years. He is currently the committee’s
Incumbent Trip Whitehouse is chairman.
seeking a second three-year term,
Mr. Parisi has resided in Scotch
along with newcomers Don Parisi Plains for 18 years with his wife,
and Warren McFall. Incumbent Ed- Barbara. The couple have two sons, a
ward J. Saridaki, Jr. of Scotch Plains sophomore at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
is not seeking reelection. Sasha High School and a sixth grader at
Slocum is unopposed in her quest for Park Middle School.
the Fanwood seat being vacated by
By DAVID GIALANELLA
Mr. Parisi graduated from Rutgers
Specially Written for The Times
Susan Dyckman.
in 1978 and Rutgers-Camden Law
FANWOOD – The Borough
Mr. Whitehouse, a resident of the School in 1982. He had a private law
Council adopted the 2005 mudistrict of Scotch Plains for 17 years, practice for six years until 1988 when
nicipal budget of $7,274,225 at
is married and has three children that he joined the state attorney general’s
Tuesday night’s governing body
attend school in the district. He re- office.
meeting.
ceived his undergraduate degree in
In 1994, Mr. Parisi was named genThis year’s $4,033,942 tax levy
represents a 2.9 percent, or
$155,143, increase over last
year’s tax levy of $3,878,799.
Officials announced that the
borough has received a state grant
for body armor for the police
department that will be added to
the budget as a revenue item.
The council also discussed the
proposed Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education tax levy of
By FRED ROSSI
will speak out in opposition to the
Specially Written for The Times
$58.7 million, which will be put
application. Formed late last year, the
before voters of both communiSCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch group, which held a protest rally in
ties this Tuesday, April 19. The
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment’s December and established a website,
total school budget of
hearing on an application by a devel- says that, besides the property being
$67,884,688 represents a 4.5 peroper to build a single-family house on smaller than allowed by township
cent increase over last year.
a privately-owned portion of the is- zoning ordinances, building a house
If the school tax levy is passed,
land on Cooper Road will resume at on the island would “take away a
a resident owning a home assessed
the board’s Thursday, May 5 hearing shared nature preserve and mar the
at $83,000 in the borough would
after a four-month delay.
beauty for which Cooper Road is
pay an increase of $371 over last
In January, the board began con- known and for which many of us
year to support the school budget.
sideration of the variance application originally purchased our homes.”
The council designated
by Mark Lustbader of West Orange,
In addition, the group maintains
Mukherji Landmark, LLC as a
who represents HUB Realty, the po- that “removing trees and building a
redeveloper at LaGrande Avenue
tential buyer of the property that is house along with its associated driveand Second Street, at the former
situated on the western side of the way will have a great effect on the
Dean Oil site, as was discussed at
island.
flow and absorption of rain water and
last week’s meeting. The firm is
The property is presently owned by slow melt.”
still awaiting information regardAT&T, which maintains a small buildSome of our neighbors’ homes are
ing possible soil and groundwaing on the site that has been unused located at the base of this property
ter contamination.
for the past few years and is no longer and will be directly affected by any
The council awarded a conof use to the telephone company. At change in the terrain and/or grading,
tract to attorney Daniel McCarthy
that hearing, it was revealed that the causing additional rain water and
of the Cranford law firm of Rogut
property — originally believed to be snow melt to flow directly into their
and McCarthy as redevelopment
39,338 square feet in area — was yards, or indirectly overloading the
coordinator for Fanwood’s downactually smaller when rights-of-way stream, potentially causing homes to
town redevelopment plan.
along Cooper Road were excluded. become flooded.”
The council passed a resoluThe neighborhood is an R-1 zone,
Furthermore, the group calls attention opposing termination of the
meaning that lots are required to be at tion to the possible safety risks posed
Community Development Block
least 40,000 square feet in size.
by vehicular traffic entering and exitGrant Program.
At the end of the January hearing, ing the property.
Councilman Stuart Kline voted
the board decided to continue the
Zoning board meetings begin at
hearings at a later date so that Mr. 7:30 p.m., with hearings on applicaCONTINUED ON PAGE 10
Lustbader could submit revised plans tions typically starting at 8 p.m.
for the property and to give neighborhood residents an opportunity to ask
questions and offer comments about
the development.
The board has already heard from
the applicant’s witnesses, including
Elizabeth McKenzie, a professional
planner who told the board in January
that, in her opinion, the site met all
zoning criteria except size and that
the application was “well within the
parameters” of the intent and purpose
of local zoning ordinances.
Chris Kastrud, a professional engineer, showed the board possible plans
for the house and said there would be
no additional storm water runoff resulting from development of the property because much of the property
will remain unchanged.
Bahman Izadmehr, a traffic expert,
Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
said the proposed home would not
negatively affect vehicular traffic in NEW CONSTRUCTION…Messercola Brothers Builders Co. is demolishing a
house to make way for new construction on South Avenue in Fanwood.
the neighborhood.
At next month’s meeting, it is exPAGE INDEX
pected that several dozen neighbors, Regional ........ 2-3
Obituary ........ 19
Real Estate .... 11-17
who have formed a group, “Save The Editorial ........ 4-5
Education ...... 9
Classifieds............18
Island,” to oppose the development, Community ... 6-7
Sports ............ 11-15
A&E .............. 21-22

Borough Council
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Budget, Tax Levy

Cooper Rd. Development
Plan to Resume Before
Adjustment Bd. in May
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SPFHS Project Graduation
Seeks Community Support
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Parent Teacher Association (PTA) will
host Project Graduation 2005, an allnight celebration for graduating seniors,
on Thursday, June 23.
The PTA annually sponsors the
event to provide a final social event
DOWNTOWN PLANS…Pictured, above, is the proposed development for 213,
215 and 225 LaGrade Avenue, at the corner of Second Street and LaGrande, on
the former site of Dean Oil. The plan, which is proposed for the redevelopment site
in downtown Fanwood, calls for Victorian-style, luxury townhouses to be constructed by Mukherji-Landmark, L.L.C.

‘Mews’ Redevelopment
Project To Begin Soon
By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Times

GARWOOD- The redevelopment
of the old Thomas and Betts site,
located across from the ShopRite
will soon be underway following
some adjustments to a plan that had
previously been approved by the
borough’s planning board back in
March of 2004, it was announced by
officials at Tuesday’s Borough Council meeting.
ARC properties will be constructing
21,000 square feet of retail space in a
“Main Street” setting. The residentialcommercial development will have 84
residential units, 44 townhouses and 40
apartments, with 20 retail stores. A fall
2005 occupancy is expected.
In other business, Tuesday’s workshop session focused primarily on
adjustments to the plan which mainly
involved height specifications to the
buildings. Developers of The Mews
project had requested that the first
floor height of the storefront and
apartment building that faces North
Avenue be raised three feet more to a
15-foot height. The governing body
has not yet amended the re-development plan but most likely will soon.
Pedestrian safety issues were also
of some concern at the previous meeting to which ARC responded to by
adding wrought-iron railings to contain pedestrian traffic flow. Sprinklers
for fire safety were added as well.
Mayor Dennis McCarthy inquired,
“How is this (the height adjustments)
going to be advantageous to the
town?” The ARC representative responded that since they are adding
the height to it, it would attract more
tenants. Restaurants often want
greater height for ambience as well.
Also during the workshop session, Borough’s Engineer Donald
Guarriello brought the governing
body up to date on the borough’s
sidewalk program. Six storm water
ordinances have been completed and
will be sent to the municipal clerk at
the end of the week. Only two bids,
at $91,000 and $95,000, were received on the sidewalk program.
The cost will be $75,000 for the
sidewalks and $16,000 for the parking
lot. The money will come from a
$10,000 grant from community development funds and $49,000 in capital
fundsalreadydesignatedforthisproject.
There are some concerns regarding the borough’s ability to fund this
project. Years ago, Hess put monitoring wells into the borough parking
lot and said that they would make the
repairs when they are extracted. Bor-

ough attorney Robert Renaud said he
would check to see if Hess is ready to
pull those monitoring wells at this
time.
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
made reference to the fact that the last
time the borough did sidewalk work
was in 2001-2002 and that the people
of Garwood have been very patient.
The grants must be awarded by the last
council meeting in May, officials said.
Councilman Walter Tucker also
pointed out some other sidewalks in
town that are in very poor shape on
North Avenue as you come into town.
Councilman William Schadewald
stated, “It is impossible to walk on
these sidewalks because of the rooted
trees, and it’s a state road so we can’t
touch the trees.”
During the public session of the
workshop meeting, Garwood residents Ann Leonard and Bruce Paterson brought forth some concerns over
the old Independence Bank building,
located 345 South Avenue, that was
demolished.
The owner of MSI computers is
relocating to this site. Apparently
during the reconstruction, the contractor did not follow the blue print
and a three-story wall was erected
too early in the plans.
The residents said they are worried
that the wall could fall. Rich Belluscio,
the borough’s construction code official, will look into the issue.
Mayor McCarthy said that he
thinks the contractor put the braces
up so that would not happen, but that
officials would check into it.
During the meeting’s regular session, Councilwoman Kathleen
Villaggio gave a summary on the
Garwood school budget. The total
budget for 2005-2006 is $6,482,000,
which represents a total increase of
$189,000 in spending.
There would no increase in the
local tax levy due to an increase of
$214,000 in miscellaneous income, Councilwoman Villaggio.
Part of this is due to the offset of
the receipt of the deregionalization dollars the borough
received as part of a lawsuit settlement following the breakup of the
former Union County Regional
High School District.
CouncilmanVictor DeFilippo’s reported on NJ Transit’s plan to build
another tunnel to New York.
“This is a $5 billion dollar plan that
will add 4,400 future jobs. It will also
double the rail capacity into New
York from New Jersey,” Councilman
DeFilippo said.

Borough Race
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

rently serves on the Fanwood Planning Board.
Ms. Wheeler is the Associate Administrator at Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County. She has
worked in system development and
hospital administration within public
and private health care systems at five
hospitals over the past 40 years.
Democrats currently hold the
mayor’s office and a 4-2 majority on
the Borough Council.

for the entire senior class before
they begin their college, trade school
or work careers. The event is held in
a drug-free environment on what is
statistically the most dangerous
night of the year for high school
students.
Project Graduation is organized
with volunteer support and financed
through donations made by parents
and guardians, the school district’s
PTA’s, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, the Scotch PlainsFanwood Municipal Alliance, local
business and civic groups.
At this time, the SPFHS Project
Graduation Committee requests donations and support from members of
the community.
Monetary donations may be made
to Project Graduation, SPFHS PTA,
SPFHS, Westfield Road, Scotch Plains,
07076. All donations will be acknowledged in a special handout during the
evening graduation ceremony.

Council Introduces $20.5 Mil.
Budget With 6-Pt. Tax Hike
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cilwoman Nancy Malool, who said
the investment would “protect the
valuable inventory in the library.”
Joseph Duff, President of the Library Board of Trustees, thanked the
council and said he hoped the library
would not have to close during the
roof replacement, which will likely
occur later in the summer.
The council also passed an ordinance modifying membership requirements for the township volunteer fire department, which, Councilwoman Malool said, “is always in
need of additional volunteers.” She
said this was “particularly highlighted” during last week’s mock bioterror attack drill.
The aim of the ordinance is “to expand the pool of potential candidates,”
said Mrs. Malool. The changes will
permit people from adjoining towns
who live within five miles of one of the
township’s two firehouses, to join the
department and would also allow those
who work in Scotch Plains but don’t
live in town to become a member of the
volunteer fire department.
Another ordinance was passed to
restrict parking on Westfield Avenue
at its intersection with Union Avenue. Parking will be prohibited on

the northern side of Westfield Avenue
from Union Avenue eastward 75 feet
and westward 58 feet. Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato explained that the
new restrictions were necessary because parked cars on that area often
result in sight problems for cars exiting Union Avenue.
A fourth ordinance was passed that
vacates a sub-standard townshipowned lot on Morse Avenue. Councilwoman Malool said that the 2,800square-foot lot is too small to build on
and that a contiguous property owner
has offered to purchase the property
for $1,000.
Mr. Atkins said the township would
begin to pick up leaves and gumballs
along with tree branches and limbs
on Monday, April 25. He asked residents to separate their leaves and
gumballs from branches because different machines are used to collect
them.
At the start of the meeting, the
council passed a resolution congratulating the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Girls Varsity Swim Team
on winning the state championship.
About 30 members of the team were
in attendance, along with many of
their parents.

Voters to Decide Fate of Proposed
$58.7 Mil. School Tax Levy Tues.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

of business at Monmouth University.
The candidate has been a Little
League manager for 10 years and a
Parent Teacher Association executive board member at Brunner Elementary School for three years.
Mr. McFall, a resident of Scotch
Plains for over 25 years, is the
father of three children, all graduates of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
public school system. He has over
16 years experience in coaching
girls high school intercity soccer
teams.
A graduate of Lehigh University, Mr. McFall said he has had an
“extensive career” in the corporate
world as a vice president of a Performing Rights Organization and
consultant with Ernst & Whinney.
Currently, he is a member of technical staff with Bell Labs, Lucent

Technologies, and has been responsible for a staff of over 200 working with corporate budget and compensation issues.
Ms. Slocum and her husband,
David Blechinger, have three elementary school children, ages
seven, four and two.
Ms. Slocum has worked as a
fourth and fifth grade teacher as
well as a teacher for special needs
children in Westfield, New Mexico,
and Massachusetts.
The candidate holds a master’s
degree in education policy from
Harvard University and is currently
working towards her doctorate degree at Brandeis University in education policy in New Jersey and
France.
Election polls are open on Tuesday from 2 to 9 p.m.

Fanwood Council Adopts
$7.2 Mil. Budget, Tax Levy
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

against the resolution, saying that not
enough information was available yet
to make a decision.
Councilman Kline, Chairman of
the Education, Health and Welfare
Committee,
commented
on
Fanwood’s participation in the statewide TopOff 3 program last week,
which simulated a terrorist attack in
order to test New Jersey’s emergency
services responsiveness.
“Overall, it was a successful event,”
said Councilman Kline, although he
maintained it showed a “glaring need

Melissa Lemus Earns
Dean’s List Recognition
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
resident Melissa Lemus was named
to the 2004 fall dean’s list at American University (AU). She is a senior
in AU’s Kogod School of Business.

for additional healthcare workers and
volunteers.”
The council recognized Family Investors of Fanwood as the firm celebrates its 45th anniversary in the borough.
“I’ll tell you this is the best town in
the world,” said Fred Chemidlin, who
opened the business in 1960. Mr.
Chemidlin was joined by his son, Peter.
Fred Chemidlin also started the
Fanwood Foundation in 1998. Peter
Chemidlin is President of the Fanwood
Business and Professional Association.
The council appointed Michelle
Tobier as Assistant Recreation Director. Officials also declared April as
National Autism Awareness Month.
The council additionally designated
Saturday, April 23 as Clean Communities Day in the borough. A litter
pickup and flower planting will be
included as part of the program.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times

A STICH IN TIME…Nick Del Negro recently celebrated his 40th anniversary of
being business in Scotch Plains. After working for 15 years in Italy and learning
the trade, Mr. Del Negro moved to Scotch Plains in 1963. Shortly after coming to
the United States, he opened Diplomat Tailors. He has been serving the area for
40 years.

Jardim to Face Skibitsky
In Race for Town Mayor
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — Former Westfield
Democratic Mayor Tom Jardim will
face off against first-term Republican
Councilman Andy Skitbitsky in the race
to succeed Republican Mayor Greg
McDermott this fall.
When elected in 1996, Mr. Jardim
was the first Democrat to serve as
mayor of Westfield
since 1912.
Mr. Jardim is
joined on the Democratic line by Audrey
Fisch, First Ward;
Frank Fusaro, Second Ward; Dave
Haas, Third Ward,
Jardim (D)
and Tom Bigosinski, Tom
Mayoral Candidate
Fourth Ward.
Joining Councilman Skibitsky, who
represents the Third Ward, on the GOP
ticket are incumbent Sal Caruana in the
First Ward; Vicki Kimmins, Second
Ward; Darielle Walsh, Third Ward, and
Eric Leuthold, Fourth Ward.
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, Chairman of the Westfield Republican Committee, said the Republican candidates
are “an incredibly energetic and talented group of people,” who will “move
Westfield forward into the future.”
Councilman Skibitsky, who was
nominated by the Westfield Republican Town Committee over Mr. Caruana
in February, said the GOP candidates
“come from diverse backgrounds, but
we all value public service and giving
back to the community.”
“I’m looking forward to working with
them to meet Westfield residents, hear
about their concerns, and make our
town a better place for taxpayers and
for families,” Councilman Skibitsky
said.
Mr. Rotter was energetic in announcing the return of Mr. Jardim to head the
Democratic line this November for the
first time since 1998.
“We need to re-elect Mayor Tom
Jardim to get Westfield back on track
by preserving and protecting our neighborhoods and making our streets cleaner
and safer. When he served as mayor,
Tom demonstrated the leadership skills
necessary to bring together people, regardless of political affiliation, all working for the common good of the town,”
Mr. Rotter said.
Councilman Skibitsky was elected
to his seat in November of 2002, and
noted he has worked to improve traffic
safety by initiating effective and programs such as the TEAM and DROP
programs and Citizen Radar. He currently serves as Vice-Chairman of the
Public Works Committee and is a member of the Public Safety, Parking and
Transportation Committee.
He graduated cum laude from Rider
University and has worked for ScheringPlough for the last 16 years.
Former Mayor Jardim stated, “My
time away from local elective office has
also provided me greater perspective
on how important town government
can be in our daily lives. And I again
find myself asking, why aren’t our
streets safer and cleaner? Why are developers being allowed to alter forever
the character of some of our neighborhoods? Why do we spend so much time
— and money – endlessly studying
problems rather than fixing them? In
my view, we need to get back to basics.”
Mr. Jardim graduated from American University in Washington, D.C. in
1993, where he received a law degree
and a master’s degree in foreign affairs.
He served as Westfield Mayor from
1997 to 2001.
During his tenure as mayor, he was
President of the Union County League
of Municipalities. A lawyer in
Morristown, he serves on the boards of
the Westfield Foundation, Westfield
Neighborhood Council, Westfield Interfaith Community Preservation Association, Raritan Valley Line Commuter Coalition, Morristown Community Theatre and Ceasefire New Jersey.
First elected to office in 2002, Councilman Caruana is President of Foster
Capital Corporation, an investment
management firm he founded in 1991.
He has lived in Westfield since 1993.
He is currently in his third year as a
Director of the United Way and is in
his seventh year as a girls softball
coach.
In the aftermath of the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, Mr.
Caruana organized and led “Westfield
Cares,” a community effort supported
by over 100 local businesses to assist
Westfield families affected by the tragedy.
He was also Fundraising Chairman

for the Westfield September 11 Memorial.
A graduate of Amherst College, Ms.
Fisch has been a Westfield resident
since 1993. She earned a master’s and
doctorate degrees in English literature
from Rutgers University. She is now a
professor of English and Elementary
and Secondary Education at New Jersey City University where she formerly
chaired the women’s studies program.
Dr. Fisch coaches second grade boys
basketball and officiates high school
field hockey and girls lacrosse.
Ms. Kimmins, a lifelong Westfield
resident, currently works as a substitute teacher at Presbyterian Nursery
School. She is a graduate of Penn State
University. She currently is a member
of the College
Woman’s Club of
Westfield board and
is a volunteer at the
Agape
Soup
Kitchen in Elizabeth.
She has also
Andy Skibitsky (R) served as a past CoPresident
of
Mayoral Candidate
Westfield TWIG of
Children’s Specialized Hospital, committee chairwoman of the Wilson Elementary School Parent Teacher Association and Co-Chairwoman of
Catherine’s Closet, Inc.
Mr. Fusaro has lived in Westfield for
the past 39 years. He is a 1979 Westfield
High School (WHS) graduate, he earned
both a Bachelor of Science degree and
a master’s in civil engineering from the
New Jersey Institute of Technology
(NJIT). He currently owns a small business specializing in commercial construction, engineering and construction
management in the tri-state area.
For the past eight years, he has served
as a member of the Westfield Baseball
League’s Board of Directors and has
been President for the past four years.
Mr. Fusaro has also served as an officer
of the Westfield Basketball Association
and the Westfield Soccer Association.
He currently coaches youth baseball
and basketball and is a volunteer for the
Westfield PAL Football program and
the Westfield Lacrosse program. He is
a current member of the Westfield College Men’s Club and the Westfield
Booster Association and is a former
member of Rotary Club of Westfield
and Westfield UNICO.
Mrs. Walsh recently completed nine
years of service on the Westfield Board
of Education. First elected to the board
in 1992, she served one year as vice
president and three years as president.
She is currently serving her fourth
year as Chief Volunteer Officer and
Chairwoman of the Westfield Area Y
Board of Directors and has been an
active member of the Westfield Area Y
Board of Directors for 14 years.
She was recently recognized for her
volunteer efforts as a recipient of the
“2005 Woman of Excellence Award”
by the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders Commission on the Status
of Women.
Mr. Haas earned a doctorate degree
from the University of California in
optical electronics. Holding 10 patents
in his field, Dr. Haas currently works as
a director for a large electronics manufacturer.
He represented the third ward on the
Town Council in 2003. He was the
council liaison to the Board of Health,
the Tree Preservation Commission and
PANDA, as well as a member of the
Planning Board.
Mr. Haas served for six years on the
Board of Adjustment and, prior to that,
he was a member of the Mayor Jardim’s
Expenditure Review Board.
Dr. Haas is a member of the WHS Ice
Hockey Association board, the Rotary
Club of Westfield, and the Friends of
Westfield Memorial Library.
Mr. Leuthold, Administrative Director of Radiology at Pascack Valley
Hospital in Bergen County, holds two
undergraduate degrees from the University of Vermont and a master’s degree from New York University. He has
over 12 years experience as a healthcare
professional with more than nine years
in management.
His record of community service includes being a member of the Westfield
Y’s Men’s Club, and a manager and
assistant coach in Westfield’s baseball
and soccer leagues.
Mr. Bigosinski has been a practicing
attorney for the past 11 years. He is a
graduate of Rutgers University and received his law degree from the Seton
Hall Law School in Newark.
He currently serves as one of three
members of the Westfield Tree Preservation Commission.

Page

2

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, April 14, 2005

Governor Codey Signs Value
Engineering Bill into Law
SCOTCH PLAINS — Governor
Richard Codey has signed Assembly
Bill 2809 into law. Sponsored by Assemblywoman Linder Stender, A2809
permits contractors hired by counties, municipalities and authorities to
propose cost saving contract changes
after the contract has been awarded.
Substituting new materials, time
management methods and new technological advances will be permitted
provided that they provide a direct
cost savings and meet the county,
municipality or authority’s approval.
A2809 states that savings of the
engineering construction change
will be equally shared between the
contractor and the contracting body
such as the county, municipality or
authority.
“By allowing contractors and con-

tracting entities to share equally in
the resulted savings, contractors will
be provided with an incentive to save
taxpayer dollars,” said Asw. Stender.
Under the terms of this legislation, the contractor will be liable
for the costs of researching any
changes to the contract or contracts
as well as technical evaluations and
engineering reviews of the proposed
changes performed by the county or
municipality.
On January 20, Asw. Stender was
honored as Legislator of the Year by
the Utility and Transportation Contractors Association (UTCA) for her
sponsorship of Assembly Bill 2809.
On March 14, the final version of
A-2809 passed the Senate with a
vote of 37-0 and the Assembly with
a vote of 77-0.

Senator Scutari Announces
Office Location, Hours
LINDEN — Senator Nicholas
Scutari, serving the 22nd District,
has announced that his legislative
office, located on the second floor of
1514 East Saint Georges Avenue in
Linden, is open between 9 a.m. and 5

Gorbachev Visiting
Trenton Monday
TRENTON — Former Soviet
Union President Mikhail Gorbachev
will speak at a buffet luncheon at the
Sovereign Bank Arena in Trenton on
Monday, April 18th at 11 a.m.
Gorbachev will address area business association members, community members, government officials,
church groups, plus high school, college and university students and faculty.
President Gorbachev will be the
guest of honor at a VIP receptioninterview-dinner event commemorating his visit to Trenton.
Mr. Gorbachev’s visit marks the
20th anniversary of the sister city
relationship between Trenton and the
Central District of Moscow, Russia.

p.m., Monday through Friday.
The 22nd District includes North
Plainfield, Green Brook, Dunellen,
Middlesex, Fanwood, Linden,
Rahway, Scotch Plains, Plainfield,
Winfield Park, and Clark.
“I strongly urge my constituents to
view my office as a resource in navigating the state government,” said
Senator Scutari. “It can be an overwhelming, sometimes frustrating experience trying to get the answers
you need. My staff and I are here to
help.”
Common requests involve the processing of notary public applications,
inquiries regarding government agencies and assistance in accessing services from the state.
“More people should take advantage of the services we provide,” explained the Senator. “This should not
be the best kept secret in New Jersey.
Your legislators are here for you.”
The office can be contacted via
phone at (908) 587-0404 and via email at SenScutari@njleg.org.
The mailing address is: Senator
Nicholas Scutari, 1514 East Saint
Georges Avenue, Linden, NJ 07036.
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Freeholders to Introduce
Budget Later This Month
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

By Capt Monte Hibbert, 116th BCT Public Affairs

WINDOWS OF WAR…Water buffalo stare through the windshield of a countermortar patrol vehicle on April 7 in the countryside near Hawijah, Iraq. Soldiers
of the New Jersey National Guard from the Westfield Armory are attached to the
116th Brigade Combat Team.

Engel Center Brightens Lives
Of Frail Seniors in the Area
By THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF
ELIZABETH-PLAINFIELD

Hazel Garlic’s dedication to assisting the elderly began more than half
a century ago. As a young girl of
seven, she and her mother would take
the time to visit the older members of
her rural Virginia community to ensure that their needs were being met.
As a young wife living in the Port
section of Elizabeth, Hazel started a
watch program for the elderly who
lived in low-income housing. It is no
wonder then that this inspiring woman
has just celebrated her 21st year as
part of the Engel Adult Day Center,
located at 505 South Avenue East in
Cranford, and is currently serving as
Program Director.
The center provides older adults
with socialization and motivational
activities in a loving, caring atmosphere. A home away from home, the
center welcomes seniors who need a
structured environment, companionship and monitoring. It offers a welcome and much needed respite for
caregivers and allows them to perform other necessary duties.
Opened in 1982 as a collaborative
effort of Catholic Community Services, the Union County Division on
Aging and the family of Frank and
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Anna Engel, the center was originally called the Older American Kinship Center. The center was renamed
in honor of the Engel Family in 1988.
The center has the capacity to serve
40 clients and is open daily from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. Approximately 70 percent of the center’s clients suffer from
some form of dementia or debilitating condition. Clients come from all
of eastern Union County, and bus
service to and from much of the county
is provided by the center.
While the Engel Center does have
a paid staff, there is a need for volunteers to help the center with its mission. Those who wish to volunteer
need a special sensitivity toward and
patience with the frail clientele.
Volunteers facilitate group discussions, monitor table games, serve snacks
and lunch, and sometimes just sit with
someone who might otherwise be isolated from the group. Volunteering is a
rewarding way to show appreciation
for this wonderful generation of people
who have much to offer.
Volunteer hours are flexible and
are scheduled according to the
volunteer’s availability. While many
of the center’s volunteers are retired
persons themselves, the center welcomes any person who has the time
and willingness to dedicate a portion
of their day to the care of these very
special individuals.
Persons interested in the Engel
Center can call (908) 497-3964.
*******
The Junior League of ElizabethPlainfield is an organization of women
committed to promoting volunteerism,
developing the potential of women
and improving the community through
the effective action and leadership of
trained volunteers. For information
or to join, visit www.jlepnj.org or call
(908) 709-1177.

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
are expected to introduce the 2005
county budget at their Thursday, April
28, meeting, Freeholder Dan Sullivan
told The Westfield Leader following
last Thursday’s agenda setting meeting.
Freeholder Sullivan, who chairs the
board’s Fiscal Affairs Committee, said
the committee is currently “looking
at the overall tax levy.”
“It certainly will be lower than the
executive budget called for,” Freeholder Sullivan said.
Under the executive budget submitted to the board in January by
County Manager George Devanney,
a total of $217.3 million was recommended to be raised in property taxes
to support a $374.7 million budget.
That tax levy was $14 million higher
than last year. The executive budget
represented a 5 percent spending increase over 2004.
Last year’s executive budget was
cut by $1 million dollars prior to its
adoption by the board, officials said.
The Fiscal Affairs Committee also
includes Freeholder Vice Chairman
Al Mirabella of Fanwood, Freeholders Chester Holmes of Rahway and
Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford.
In other business, the board is expected to take action tonight, April
14, on a resolution establishing a
mutual aid agreement between the
county’s Division of Environmental
Health and Emergency Management
and the Somerset County Office of
Emergency Management.
Department of Public Safety Harold
Gibson said the agreement would
enable the resources of Union and
Somerset counties to assist each other
when necessary. Mr. Gibson said
Somerset officials approached Union
County to discuss the arrangement.
Mr. Gibson also stated Middlesex
County previously provided assistance for the cleanup of hazardous
materials in Elizabeth and Linden,
but no longer offers that service.
“We (Union County Office of Emergency Management) now cover our
entire county,” said Mr. Gibson.
Following last week’s TOPOFF3
terrorism preparedness drill, Mr.
Gibson said he was “very satisfied”
with the county’s emergency management system.
“I’m kind of concerned that this
isn’t a one-way street” for Somerset
County without a benefit to Union
County services, said Freeholder Al
Mirabella of Fanwood.
Mr. Gibson said the contract with
Somerset County would be a “genuine mutual aid agreement” that would
benefit both counties. There will no

county funding required for the agreement.
The board will also vote on a resolution for the county to enter into an
agreement with the Center for Hope
Hospice of Scotch Plains to provide
hospice services to residents and patients of Runnells Specialized Hospital in Berkeley Heights.
Runnells Hospital Director Joseph
Sharp told the board that the Center
for Hope Hospice has had an agreement with Runnells for over 20 years.
Most patients will receive hospice
services including spiritual services,
if needed, at Runnells.
A resolution approving a contract
to T&M Associates of Middletown to
provide architectural services to the
county for the renovation of the Ash
Brook Golf Course will be on the
agenda for board action. The contract
is not to exceed $34,500.
The board will also take action on
other routine business including approval for Scotch Plains to hang a
banner across Park Avenue in the
center of the township near the municipal building from April 25 to May
6 to publicize National Day of Prayer
Observance. The observance will be
held on Thursday, May 5, at 7:30 p.m.
on the Village Green.
A resolution granting permission
to Westfield to close South Avenue,
from Central Avenue to the traffic
circle from 7 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on
Saturday, April 16, for the second
annual Westfield Classic Criterium
Bike Race, will also be on the agenda.
Springfield also is seeking board approval to close Mountain Avenue between Caldwell Place and Morris
Avenue on Saturday, May 14, and
Saturday, September 17, between 8
a.m. and 6 p.m. for street fairs sponsored by the Springfield Chamber of
Commerce.
The Township of Springfield and
the 225th Anniversary Committee of
the Battle of Springfield will be holding a parade on Sunday, June 26. The
freeholders will vote on a resolution
tonight to close Mountain Avenue,
between Echo Plaza and North Trivett
Avenue, from 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
for the parade.

Westfield Schools Get
Defibrillators, Training
WESTFIELD – An Automated External Defibrillator has been placed
in every Westfield Public School and
employees from each building are
trained in using the equipment.
Margaret Teitelbaum, Coordinator of Health Services for the schools,
said the program provides necessary
equipment for emergency cardiac
care. The volunteer emergency team
was certified in CPR and AED.
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Tree Planting Seminar Slated
May 5 at Westfield Library
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Tree
Preservation Commission will host a
tree planting and maintenance seminar at the Westfield Memorial Library, located at 550 East Broad Street,
on Thursday, May 5.
Local landscape designer Craig
Stock will present his list of recommended tree species for Westfield, and
also will discuss tree-planting practices. The multimedia presentation will
feature information with examples and
recommendations for improving one’s
landscape.
SENIOR SURVEY UNDERWAY…Susan Jacobson, Westfield Senior Citizen
Task Force Chairwoman, left, reviews the Senior Citizen surveys with Linda
Maggio, Executive Director of the Westfield United Way. The survey will be
conducted from April 15 until May 15. See survey form on Page 19.

Munoz, Bramnick to Face
Merman, Bergen in 21st Race
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

AREA — Incumbent Assemblymen
Dr. Eric Munoz of Summit and Jon
Bramnick of Westfield filed for reelection this week. They will face Democrats Steven Merman of Cranford and
Bruce Bergen in the fall election.
Dr. Munoz, who was first elected to
the Assembly in 2001 and reelected in
2003, is a trauma surgeon with the
University of Medicine and Dentistry
of New Jersey (UMDNJ) in Newark.
Assemblyman Munoz serves on the
Assembly Commerce and Economic
Development Committee and the Assembly Health and Human Services
Committee. He is the Republican chairman in Summit and is a former councilman in his hometown.
He is a graduate of the University of
Virginia and has a medical degree
from Albert Einstein College of Medicine. Dr. Munoz also has a Master of
Business Administration degree in Finance from Columbia University.
Dr. Munoz said he is seeking reelection in order “to try to keep spending
reasonable, although it certainly isn’t
reasonable right now” under the Democratic majority in the Legislature.
Assemblyman Munoz also said ethics and corruption have become a serious problem in the state capital. He
said he is “almost ashamed” to be an
elected official in Trenton given the
recent alleged “kickbacks” to political
bosses over the past few years.
Noting he has voted against all tax
hikes thus far, Assemblyman Munoz
predicted Democrats will increase the
gas tax next. He said the move would
“raise hundreds of millions of dollars”
and hike consumer cost to over $3 per
gallon. He said wasteful spending has
forced the reduction of funding for
road projects, adding that Democrats
would argue the gas tax is needed to
fund these projects.
Assemblyman Bramnick is seeking
his second term in the assembly. He
was named to fill a vacancy in the state
Legislature upon the elevation of Tom
Kean, Jr. to the state Senate to replace
Richard Bagger, who resigned.
Assemblyman Bramnick is a mem-

ber of the Assembly Consumer Affairs
Committee and the Assembly Law
and Public Safety Committee.
Mr. Bramnick, an attorney in Scotch
Plains, served on the Plainfield City
Council from 1984 to 1991. He was
elected to a full term in the Assembly
in November of 2002. The Assemblyman also raises money for charity
through his standup comedy act.
He received his undergraduate degree in political science from Syracuse
University and his law degree from
Hofstra University School of Law.
Mr. Bergen, the Township Attorney
for Springfield for the past 12 years, is
a lifelong Union County resident and
a 19-year resident of Springfield. He
grew up in Cranford, where his law
practice is currently located. He is a
member of the Cranford Rotary Club.
The candidate previously ran for
Congress in 1990.
“I had the privilege of being (former
Congressman) Matt Rinaldo’s last
opponent,” Mr. Bergen told The
Westfield Leader and The Times.
The candidate said soaring property
taxes is the key issue that faces Trenton lawmakers today.
“I think the state is facing a rather
severe budget crisis, which is not easily going to go away,” Mr. Bergen said.
He also indicated that New Jersey’s
property tax system is in need of a
“major budget overhaul.”
Mr. Merman, Deputy County Counsel for the County of Union, is the
municipal prosecutor for the Borough
of Garwood and board of adjustment
attorney for Hillside and Roselle. Married and the father of two children, the
candidate grew up in West Orange and
has resided in Cranford for 18 years. He
is a graduate of American University in
Washington, D.C.
Noting the difficulty of getting elected
in the Republican leaning 21st Legislative District, Mr. Merman said he felt
running on the same line with Gubernatorial candidate and current U.S. Senator Jon Corzine would be helpful for
Democrats seeking office this year.
“I felt that if there was a time that
this could be a Democratic district,
this is it,” Mr. Merman said.

Mr. Stock is a graduate of Texas
Tech with a degree in Horticulture. An
award-winning landscape designer, he
is active in the Westfield community,
volunteering and consulting on a number of local projects, including
Mindowaskin Park, the September 11
monument and, most recently, the
Korean War Memorial.
Members of the Department of
Public Works will also be on hand so
homeowners can request inspections
and tree pruning for trees on town
streets and right-of-ways.

United Way to Survey
Westfield Senior Citizens
WESTFIELD — With an understanding that the results will be used
to bolster the quality of life for
Westfield senior citizens, the
Westfield United Way will begin this
month to survey the town’s senior
population about its needs.
The United Way conducted a similar
survey in 1998. “Because of the 1998
survey, we now have senior transportation, a handyman program and the
Westfield Organization Resource Directory (WORD),” said Linda Maggio,
Executive Director of the Westfield
United Way. Mrs. Maggio hopes that
the 2005 survey will provide information that can be translated into projects
and programs that benefit the senior
citizens.
The survey is being distributed at a
number of sites, including the Westfield
Memorial Library, the Municipal

Chad Geis Completes
Navy Basic Training
AREA — Navy Seaman Recruit
Chad Geis, the son of Margaret and
Carl Geis of Scotch Plains, recently
completed United States Navy basic
training at Recruit Training Command, Great Lakes, Ill. with honors.
A 1994 graduate of Scotch PlainsFanwood High School, he earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in 2000
from Fitchburg State College.
The eight-week program included
classroom and practical instruction
on naval customs. An emphasis was
also placed on physical fitness.

Building and the Westfield Area “Y”.
Those who fill out the survey may
return the forms by Sunday, May 15,
2005 to those sites or to the Westfield
United Way offices at the northside
train station.
In addition to providing demographic information, the respondents
will be asked questions about their
needs for food, money, transportation, health care, etc. The survey also
allows the seniors to check off, if they
desire, their concerns about emotional
problems or companionship.
“The form takes just a few minutes
to fill out,” said Mrs. Maggio. “We do
not ask for your name, but only information about how we can assist you.”
Results of the survey will be forwarded to the town, United Way agencies, churches, synagogues and the
media.
The Westfield United Way provides
funding for more than 20 agencies that
benefit Westfielders. The United Way
also has been a support service for
those in need, and was the lead organization in providing help to those who
lost loved ones on September 11, 2001.
Susan Jacobson chairs the Westfield
Senior Citizen Task Force. Members
include Donnell Carr, Lillian Corsi,
Jane Francz, Amy Gantz, Jim Gildea,
Frank Isoldi, Dennis Kinsella, Jim
Nixon, Nancy Otchy, Thelma Smith,
Nan Statton, Robert Tobias and Anita
Weinberg. Information about the senior citizen survey can be obtained by
calling the Westfield United Way office at (908) 233-2113.

CONGRATULATIONS...Dolores Graves of Lorey's Day Care Center, who
recently retired after 39 years as director and owner, receives congratulations
from Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott at town hall.

Fanwood to Hold Annual
Clean Communities Day
FANWOOD — Fanwood will hold
its 14th annual Clean Communities
Day on Saturday, April 23, as part of the
community’s observance of Earth Day.
Individual volunteers of all ages,
Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, interested
organizations and family groups are
invited to assemble at 8:30 a.m. by
the Millennium Clock at the south
side parking lot of the Fanwood train
station.
Before the work begins, the chairman of the event, Fanwood Public
Works Director Ray Manfra, will give
a short briefing. Earth Day T-shirts,
work gloves, pick-up devices and
plastic bags will be passed out. Earth
Day caps will be given away.
Joanne Gemenden, county recycling coordinator, will provide participating children with additional
“goodies.”
The 100 or so expected volunteers,
which usually includes Fanwood officials, will be organized into teams
with a leader and then transported by
Department of Public Works employees to one of 13 locations designated
for clean-up. These include Forest
Road Park, LaGrande Park, Carriage
House Park, Borough Hall, Fanwood
Public Library and the municipal parking areas, as well as the area around
the railroad tracks.
At no cost to the Borough of

Fanwood, NJ Transit will provide two
flagmen to ensure security for those
assigned to this area.
In addition, members of the
Fanwood Lions Club will pick up
litter along Fanwood’s stretch of
South Avenue as part of the club’s
involvement in the Adopt-a-Highway program.
For more information on this event,
please call the Fanwood Public Works
Department at (908) 322-7404.

Mindowaskin Cleanup
To Be Held on April 23
WESTFIELD — A spring cleanup
is scheduled for Mindowaskin Park
on Saturday, April 23, from 9 a.m. to
noon. Volunteers and organizations
are urged to participate and bring
gloves and rakes.
For more information on this event,
please call (908) 233-0028. The event
is being sponsored by the Friends of
Mindowaskin, a non-profit organization founded in the early 1990s to
revitalize and preserve the park.
Current Friends of Mindowaskin
board members include Nancy Priest,
Debby Burslem, Diane Cesarz, Sherry
Cronin, Richard Edge, David Foltz,
Fontaine Gatti, Carol Molnar, Marilyn
Shields, Craig Stock, Barbara
Vincentsen and David Williams.

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

What do you call a miracle?
We call it the Cyberknife.

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

Virtual surgery that can treat even
inoperable tumors.

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

Imagine if you had an inoperable tumor. Now, imagine if that
same tumor could be treated quickly, painlessly, and effectively,
without even making an incision. That’s the remarkable
technology behind the Cyberknife, which uses a combination of
robotics and sophisticated image-guidance technology to deliver
precisely targeted doses of radiation to hard-to-reach tumors in
the brain, spine and other parts of the body. And because it’s
non-invasive, treatment with the Cyberknife means no hospital
stay, and less recovery time. Overlook is proud to be the only
hospital in the Northeast to offer Cyberknife treatment, along
with one of the largest Cyberknife teams in the country. Our
patients call the Cyberknife a miracle. We call it proof of our
commitment to your health.

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

For more information call 1-800-247-9580
or visit www.atlantichealth.org

Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net
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Could Good Intentions Go Awry
With ‘Value Engineering’ Bill?
Last week, Acting Governor Richard Codey signed
into law A-2809, a bill sponsored by Assemblywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood. The bill, labeled
as ‘value engineering,’ permits contractors to propose substitutions of materials, methods and technology to government contracts after they are
awarded, to save money – the government and the
contractor split the savings.
The bill swept, without opposition, through the
assembly by vote of 77-0 and through the senate by a
vote of 37-0. Value engineering has been around for a
while and one would think this makes common sense
– and would benefit the public by reducing costs.
But is there another side to this? Value engineering
is supposed to be part of the engineering and design
phase – the results of which are incorporated into
specifications prepared by professional engineers
and architects. Contractors then build to specification to ensure integrity of the work and safety of the
public.
If value engineering is required by contractors
after professional engineers and architects do the
design, then are the professionals not doing their
jobs? Is this what the bill implies?

Or is there something else that could open up here
– Pandora’s box? State politicians are holding meeting after meeting exclaiming their desire to end payto-play and to curtail corruption because so many of
them are going to jail.
But just think what this bill A-2809 could lead to,
given the thoroughly shaken ethics in New Jersey
government.
A contractor could make a deal going in by handshake and envelope behind closed doors, purposely
bid low to get the job, then propose major changes to
the materials which they split with the government
and their political friends.
Putting aside the fact that the Utility and Transportation Contractors Association (UTCA) has named
Assemblywoman Stender Legislator of the Year for
her sponsorship of Assembly Bill 2809, we believe
her intentions are good. And we believe the same for
the other legislators that made it virtually unanimous. They hope to make government more efficient
and to minimize taxes.
Would you want to travel on that bridge – or ride
on that space shuttle – built by these rules and by the
players in New Jersey politics?

Failure Can Be Painful But Often
Necessary as Prelude to Correction
Given the considerable dialogue over the last
several years about property taxes, New Jersey
politicians will be keeping a careful eye on the
voting next week on public school budgets.
Should the voters reject a number of the school
budgets, politicians will consider the rapidly increasing property taxes to be a real re-election
issue for themselves. It could dramatically impact
the races for governor, the assembly and county
freeholders this year.
Even Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage is squealing about property taxes – which is unusual since
Elizabeth is always blessed with a high dose of state
aid. But now, even Elizabeth is getting hit with what
other towns, such as we, have experienced for some
time now – a pounding in property taxes.
By far, the rising cost of public education is the
number one factor in causing property taxes to
rise in New Jersey. Still, counties and towns are
doing their share to keep up.
Most educators lament that rising special education costs, coupled with insufficient funding
from state and federal sources, are the major
culprit. The numbers seem to bear most of this out.
Granted, there are other factors too.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools Business Administrator Anthony Del Sordi told us
that about 12 percent of our kids in these schools
are classified for special education. The situation
is similar, or even more pronounced in Westfield
Public Schools. We hear that trends are taking
this classification to an even higher percentage
next year.

We felt that special education was just that —
special for a small percentage of less fortunate
kids that need it. Significant extra costs are incurred with special education, but those less fortunate kids deserve and need it. No argument here
on this.
However, aren’t 12 percent and higher a little
out-of-bounds? – and beyond the covenant presumed by the general public? And to think, we
haven’t heard one educator say this number is too
high. In fact, we heard many proudly profess that
with new diagnostic tools and classification measures, more students will be able to be moved to
this category. Scary thought to us.
What happened to the good ol’ tradition that if
you study and work hard, you pass? If you don’t,
you fail. This has been quite an incentive to us in
the past. Test scores were much better then, too.
Only 10 percent made the honor roll and the
SAT’s did not need to be re-scaled to keep the
numbers up.
It seems telling of the times that last week, New
Jersey Commissioner of Education William Librera
reduced the score necessary to pass the General
Educational Development (GED) exams.
Things like this are not doing the children any
favors – to delude them into believing that they are
being educated – or to pamper them away from the
necessary tenacity.
Failure can be painful but it is often necessary as
a prelude to correction and success. Thomas Edison
failed more than most – and Albert Einstein failed
mathematics.

Special Education Costs
Rising As Aid Declines
By Dr. William Foley, Superintendent

The newspaper headlines tell the same
story every year. “Once again districts
learn they will receive no help.” While
some of our legislators understand the
inevitable impact of Trenton’s failure to
fund its mandates, the majority still point
to spending by Boards of Education.
Special education costs are just one
example of how the state fails in its responsibility to fund mandated costs. Next
year Westfield will spend $15.1 million
on programs and related services for learning disabled students and yet it receives
only $4.5 million in state aid. The proposed 2005-06 budget calls for a 4.85
percent increase, far below the last year’s
state budget increase of 15 percent. As
state aid slips to just 6.2 percent of our
total revenues, Westfield taxes to support
schools rise 5.1 percent.
No one wants property taxes to rise and
as a resident of this community I know
what these increases do to monthly payments on our homes. Nonetheless, I am
proud of all that has been accomplished
by our students. We have some of the best
test scores on a barrage of exams required
by the state. New Jersey Monthly Magazine recently ranked Westfield High
School number 7 in the State and
Roosevelt was one of two middle schools
in the state to achieve Blue Ribbon status
by the United States Department of Edu-

cation. Our students successfully compete on the athletic field as well as in a
variety of co-curricular activities and go
on to attend some of the best colleges in
the country. Indeed the only areas where
we are below average are our costs per
pupil, which fall consistently below the
state average.
The proposed 2005-2006 budget is
guided by our strategic plan developed
last year. It expands access to technology
for second graders, increases staffing at
the high school where 70 more students
will be enrolled next year and provides
for an additional guidance counselor. A
new program, which will hopefully pay
dividends in improved educational programming at reduced cost, is the creation
of an autistic class. We are committed to
bringing more of our learning-disabled
students home and educating them in
local schools.
On Tuesday, April 19 from 2 to 9 p.m.
the polls will open for the annual Board of
Education election. You will select three
Board of Education candidates and vote
on a tax levy of $66,025,201. There is an
abundance of information on our website
at westfieldnj.com, in our newsletter Emphasis, as well in a video presentation on
Channel 36.
I encourage you to inspect this information and vote on April 19.

Letters to the Editor
It’s Time to Vote ‘No” as a Start,
Bring School Spending Under Control
Since the school budget will be presented to the public for approval on April
19, the school boards have started their
“full court press” to convince us that once
again they need our money and are fully
justified in this demand.
In order to see the break down of the
budget and their justification, residents of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood can take a look at
the
school
board’s
website
www.spfk12.org.
I will list a few facts and some of my
concerns and/or comments.
The school board is requesting that
based on an average assessed house in
Scotch Plains we give them an additional
$322 per year, which is a 5.89 percent
increase from last year. Fanwood’s increase will be $371 per year and be a 7.97
percent increase. This is after the last four
years of 7.5, 8.7, 8.3 and 8.0 percent for
Scotch Plains alone. This amounted to
just $62 less than last year.
How many of us have received this
degree of raise from our employers in the
past years?
The school board sites increased salaries, medical benefits, utilities bills, etc.
as reasons for needing more money. The
calculated salary raise is about 4.5 percent. Once again, how many of us received a 4.5 percent increase? I suggested
to the school board that they reduce this to
3.5 percent in the present negotiations.
This would save approximately $400,000.
When it comes to the medical benefits,
all our costs are increasing. Many are
paying several thousand dollars a year for
coverage. Yet our employees pay only
$300-$600 deductibles a year. I also suggested that the employees contribute to
their medical coverage as we do. This
would save approximately $1.5 million.
But leave it to be said, no word from the
school board. It is far easier to get the
taxpayers to keep coughing up our hard
earned money than negotiate fair and
equitable contracts. This could be done
this year with the contracts open for negotiations. Should we not act, we may be
suffering from the “give aways” for perhaps three years.
When it comes to the existing salaries,
I requested from the board and after many
correspondences, received the salary
break down of our employees. Here are
the major high lights for the present 704
equivalent positions.
Number of school employees in salary
range: 41 at $80-90,000; 40 at $90-

100,000; 5 at $100-110,000; 14 at $110120,000; 3 at $120-130,000; 1 at $130140,000; 2 at $140-150,000; 1 exceeds
$150,000.
It is no wonder that so much money is
needed to run the schools with these salaries that are well over the average of
approximately $60,000 for a white collar
male in Scotch Plains!
It is amazing that the school board
attempted to explain why we should support this ever-increasing budget because
they pointed out this is less than last year
and how much our homes have appreciated in value. This is a remarkable justification for us that are having to cut back
many expenditures and are even worried
about keeping our homes.
Why are they spending our money on
finding out how much our homes have
increased in value, in lieu of spending it
on education and what is the point? They
are proud of bleeding less this year than in
the past.
When it comes to the price of our
homes, they were unable to pinpoint the
relationship between spending on schools
and property values. Several financial
articles have mentioned that the rapid rise
in home values resulted from such things
as record low mortgage rates, influx of
immigrants, proximity to work, etc. These
were little, if any, mention of schools.
Residents of Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
please stand up to the ever increasing
property taxes in our town and vote ‘No’
on the school budget on April 19. This
will prove to our public employees (local,
county and state) who are getting rich off
our tax dollars that we have had enough.
There are those that may think that
there is nothing that we can do. However,
one should keep in mind that Scotch Plains
has approximately 16,000 voters. Last
year’s vote was 1,576 in favor and there
was 1,153 who voted against the budget.
Based on the latest census, Scotch Plains
has approximately 3,000 households with
children under 18 years old. Therefore,
based on two voters per household, there
are almost 10,000 voters who do not have
children in the school system and receive
no benefit from the schools.
This being the case, voters such as
senior citizens and/or those without children have sufficient numbers to easily
defeat this budget and make their voices
be heard.
Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Parent of Autistic Child Says Condition
Inspired Her with Patience and Respect
When our son Marco was first diagnosed with autism, we were disheartened and crushed that there is far less
likelihood he would reach many of the
typical milestones most children casually triumph. My husband Tony is dealing with relinquishing shared backyard
football experiences and other father/
son bonds. Participating in the second
grade spelling bee or playing cowboys
and Indians with other children – quite
improbable.
Marco’s cognitive, social and communicative deficits will thwart so many typical developmental experiences. Later, we
will struggle with the abilities of independent care and living, job placement, and
acceptance within the community.
Because of overwhelming tasks, differences, and stresses autistic families
experience, we remain very isolated from
our community. Simple situations like
haircuts, grocery shopping, or community gatherings, have quite a different
outlook for families having autistic members. Because of the various characteristics and tendencies of autistic individuals, together with the overwhelming demands, anxiety, and frustrations for those

around, autism families like ours often
remain excluded from customary social
settings. For most, autism is its own world
within a community.
Autism creates high demands of our
time and energy. It takes a profound toll
on finances. There are ongoing frustrations and self-esteem issues. Schedules
are overburdened with ongoing appointments, doctor visits, meetings,
childcare, educational communications,
logistical and family balance issues. It
puts a significant strain on all our relationships.
Although autism is difficult in so many
ways, it has also inspired us to act in ways
we never imagined. It has taught our
family patience and respect. We have
prioritized our lifestyle differently. We
see a much bigger picture. We need to
accept autism as a way of life. On behalf
of families with autism, we hope that you
will accept this life into yours. It’s very
lonely in our world!
For more information on autism visit
livingarrows@mindspring.com. FYI –
April is Autism Awareness Month.
Adrienne Robertiello
Scotch Plains

Westfield Doctor States Courts
Shouldn’t be Involved in Right to Die
Several states are now considering
changes in their laws in regard to endof-life care. Education is needed, not
new laws.
A patient with flat brain waves is
dying and artificial support prolongs
the dying process. Patients who are in a
vegetative state, or who are brain dead
will never wake up.
You can’t fool Mother Nature and
say you are prolonging life. You are
not.
It is irrational and unkind to prolong
death artificially. In this terminal state,
patients do not experience hunger or thirst.
On the other hand, patients in a coma have
a working brain in some areas. They can

and often do wake up, sometimes after
many weeks.
We need not have to go to court to
have the right to die. Courageous doctors, judges and family have been abused
and threatened by misinformation, ignorance and self-interest. Doctors and
families working together make endof-life decisions all the time and safeguards exist in hospitals and courts to
protect patients’ and families’ wishes.
When artificial support interferes with
the right to die in terminal patients, our
courts protect patients, even when national politics intervene.
Mary Helen Chamberlin, MD
Westfield
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Castrametation – Marking or laying
out of a military camp
2. Carse – Low, fertile land, adjacent to
a river
3. Acrobates – Australian flying marsupial
4. Graywacke – A conglomerate rock
consisting of rounded pebbles and sand
firmly united
TIENDA
1. A booth or shop
2. Toss; hurl
3. A court entirely round a temple,
surrounded by a wall
4. Literary works
SAPO
1. Lacking adequate mental power
2. The toadfish
3. Pertaining to the maple family of
trees
4. Saturated; soaked
CARABAO
1. Relating to pigs; swine
2. A rabbit or hare
3. A Philippine water buffalo
4. A slaughterhouse for animals
PANDIT
1. An uproar; clamor
2. One who endures great pain or suffering
3. A type of short whip
4. In India, a scholar or learned man

Readers Says Vote ‘No’
On School Budget for
Positive, New Look
It is difficult to have a positive outlook
on the financial planning of the Westfield
board of education. When it comes right
down to it, the responsibility for and the
power to plan for the education of
Westfield’s students rests with the local
board of education. If we don’t do it
locally, it won’t happen.
Why has the Board of Education neglected to eliminate the waste of public
money spent on re-furbishing the administration building at 302 Elm Street? Why
has the board of education not created a
revenue stream for the public schools by
the sale of this expensive, aging, surplus
building? Superintendent Dr. William
Foley has stated that the board of education offices would “fit quite nicely” in the
other surplus building, Lincoln School.
A detailed, researched report and request was made in January 1977 when the
Board of Education voted to spend several million dollars on this white elephant
of a building with no students at a time
when Westfield’s young people were
going to school in trailers and classrooms
and buildings were in disrepair. Why
have they proceeded to do just that, several hundred thousand dollars at a time,
when classrooms and facilities are still in
need? How much money is in this budget
for this losing proposition?
How can we have confidence in the
school budget? Two-thirds of our local
tax bill goes to the public schools. How
can we make it clear how we want the
money spent? We have a strong preference for as much as possible to be spent in
the classrooms as near as possible to the
students.
A “No” vote on April 19 will allow
another governing body, Westfield Town
Council to take a look. It’s definitely
worth it. A “No” vote could result in
better curriculum, facilities, equipment
and staffing. It’s time to have a new and
better dialogue.
Joanne Hone
Westfield

Situation in Dafur
Requires Immediate
Multi-National Action
This week is the 11-year anniversary of
the Rwanda genocide, when we remember the 800,000 people who were killed in
100 days. Our leaders claim that “never
again” will the world stay silent during
genocide, yet the U.S. Administration
has kept silent for seven months since
declaring genocide in Darfur.
Breaking this shocking silence are
voices across the U.S. calling for a multinational humanitarian intervention to support the African Union to protect the
people. The violence is escalating and
now famine is on the horizon in Darfur.
We can no longer tolerate the failure of
the international community to help the
people of Darfur.
The U.S. must do everything in its power
to move the UN Security Council to ensure
a rapid and robust international intervention in Darfur or up to a million people
could be dead by the end of this year.
Sara Baer
Scotch Plains

Moving Out Of State
Can Be Taxing
If you are selling your home and moving out of state, you will have to pay an
“exit tax” to the State of New Jersey.
If you have lived in New Jersey; owned
a home; and sold it at a profit which
generated capital gains, you will have to
give the state an interest-free loan for a
year, at the time of closing.
Here is an example, based on my own
case: Sale of my home generated a capital
gain of approximately $50,000. The state
wants 8.7 percent of the gain, or 2 percent
of the selling price (whichever is greater).
This rate is normally used for those with
a taxable income of half a million dollars
or more. In my case, this figure comes to
$15,000, which we will have to leave with
the state for a year. An estimate of my
2005 tax liability, including the $50,000
capital gain, would be less than $1,000.
Isn’t that a pretty kettle of fish? I call it
an official case of rape.
Marguerite Newson
Westfield
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Iraq War Was Like Pro Team
Defeating JV Basketball Squad
As an independent and centrist, I too
find “great hilarity” in many of the “letters to the editor” as does Nick Aloe (The
Times, March 31, 2005) except that I find
both the “liberal elite” and the “radical
right” equally amusing — or dismaying
as the case might be.
And while I can also agree with the last
part of his last paragraph (“…God bless
our troops and their families…”), most of
the analogies cited in his letter are, at best,
a stretch of the imagination and at worst
a scary distortion of logic and common
sense. Interesting enough, the alleged information and comparisons listed in his
letter came from what is an old (and by
now probably largely discredited) “Facts
versus Fiction” essay that appears to have
been a conservative propaganda piece —
that came out before the presidential election (I was e-mailed a copy November 1,
2004). Fortunately, and perhaps wisely,
Mr. Aloe left out some of the more bizarre
conclusions contained in that essay.
The “taking” of Iraq (a good way to put
it) is perhaps more a matter of semantics
when you consider that the vast majority
of American and Coalition casualties came
after the so-called war was declared finished by the President. When you continue to lose several dozen people a month
one has to wonder just what “taking the
country” means.
Militarily there was no doubt that the
American armed forces would brush aside
the Iraqi army (think professional basketball team coming in to play the local
junior high school team). But “taking”
the country is much more than killing a
few thousand rag-tag soldiers and raising
a flag. Further, to compare a war policy in
a foreign land where hundreds, if not
thousands, of people are killed due to the

poor judgment and human failings of a
small group of select “liberal democrats”
is, well…it makes the head spin trying to
find any sense in it.
Even though the reasons for going into
Iraq have turned out to be completely
bogus, everyone should hope that the
eventual outcome is a positive one. If
nothing else but to affirm to hundreds of
American families that the loss of a loved
one has not been in vain. There are positive things happening in Iraq and may
they continue until Iraq is a stable, prosperous country that in turn will be good
for the Iraqi people, the middle-east, and
for the U.S.
Finally, it is the next-to-last paragraph
that sticks in the craw the most. The socalled statistic of 39 combat related killings compared to 35 murders in Detroit
was cited in the 2004 pre-election essay.
Since Mr. Aloe’s letter was published in
March 2005, one would assume he is
referring to January 2005, yet the essay
must be referring to January 2004 — so
which is it? (Or is the statistic from some
other January in the past or yet to come?)
The inference of course is that, “Hey,
35 people got shot in one month in one
American city, so losing 39 soldiers in
one month in Iraq isn’t so bad.” That type
of thinking reflects an incredible callous
insensitivity toward all deaths on the part
of the original essay writer. Has any ardent war hawk gone up to the family of a
soldier who was killed and said, “Just
think, the sacrifice of your loved one is on
par with some poor guy in Detroit getting
gunned down in a senseless murder?” I
am sure the family’s reaction would be
very interesting and very newsworthy.
Gary Szelc
Fanwood

SPF Board of Education President
Comments on Recent Letters to Editor
Recent letters to area newspapers concerning the proposed 2005-06 budget for
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools contain information that needs to be clarified.
Estimating salary increases: One cannot arrive at a projected salary settlement
between the board of education and any
of our bargaining units by comparing the
money spent in the current year’s salary
account with that proposed for next year.
It is not simply a matter of subtracting this
year’s cost from next year’s projected
cost and calculating what percentage the
difference is.
The reader must remember that the
current year’s costs include not only current salaries, but also substitutes, leaves
of absence, overtime, summer curriculum work, movement on the salary guide
because of completion of graduate course
work, and new staff added during this
school year.

WF-PTSO Elects
Board Members
WESTFIELD — The Westfield High
School Parent-Teacher Student Organization Committee (PTSO) elected their
board members for the school year 20052006 on March 20. Those elected were:
President Lisa Quackenbush, Vice
President Cindy Morgan, Treasurer Cindy
Goldman, Corresponding Secretary Cindy
Gallagher, Recording Secretary Sheri
Cognetti and Advisor Eileen Passananti.

Increased travel expenses: The proposed travel budget restores this account
to a more realistic figure, which had been
cut two years ago. This funding is used to
reimburse teachers who attend workshops
and seminars to strengthen their performance and stay current in their field.
Health benefits costs: Whenever the
board negotiates with its various bargaining units, containing the costs of health
benefits is a primary concern, and we
have made strides in this area in the past.
Any changes in health benefits costs must
be the result of a negotiation process, not
unilateral actions by the Board of Education.
Astronomy course: This is a new course
being offered in response to student demand for more science courses to prepare
them for college. We are proud that so
many of our students go beyond the minimum expectations in their science studies. Our district, one of only 15 nationwide, has received a $25,900 grant from
NASA’s Space Telescope Science Institute to help with start-up costs. The remaining $7,150 cost is for supplies.
The proposed budget increase of 4.5
percent is within our state-imposed cap,
maintains the current program and class
sizes, meets increasing fixed costs, provides for growing enrollment, and helps
to maintain current high property values. Our board of education approved it
unanimously.
Please remember to vote on Tuesday,
April 19, between 2 and 9 p.m.
Linda Nelson, President
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Ed.

Letters to the Editor
BOE Finance Chair Says Budget Hike
Of 4.85 Percent Is ‘Smallest in Years’
Once again the citizens of Westfield
are being asked to vote on the school
budget. This year, through continued diligence and aggressively pursuing every
opportunity to contain costs, the Westfield
Board of Education has been able to limit
the budget increase to 4.85 percent, which
is the smallest increase in years, in spite of
our largest enrollment in years.
We have been able to limit the budget
increase to under 5 percent, not by increasing class sizes or cutting programs,
but by doing things like changing health
insurance carriers, increasing co-pays, and
encouraging more of our employees to
enroll in managed care plans. In fact,
almost 60 percent of our staff is now
enrolled in a managed care health care
plan, a percentage that is much higher
than most other districts in the state. These
items alone are saving us almost $600,000
next year.
In addition, we have been able to save
a significant amount of money by reorganizing our Technology Department,
allowing us to reduce our dependence on
outside consultants and repairs. Doing so
has also allowed us to expand technology
district-wide with a minimal increase in
the technology budget. We are adding
new computers in each second grade classroom, as well as in the libraries, and we
are providing laptops for fine arts teachers who don’t have regular access to classroom computers. We are also giving each
elementary school portable multi-media
presentation capabilities in the form of
carts equipped with a DVD player, laptop
and projector.
We are also committed to providing the
highest quality education and related services to as many special education students as possible within the district, which
has the added benefit of costing a lot less
than sending these students out of district.
To that end, next year we will be introducing a program for autistic children.
In order to deal with continuing in-

1 1 1

creases in enrollment, we have included
in this budget several new positions. Next
year, we anticipate 70 additional students
at the high school and we are hiring a new
guidance counselor in order to keep the
pupil-to-counselor ratio to a manageable
number. We are also adding a JV tennis
team and a second jazz band in order to
accommodate higher levels of student
participation.
These are just a few of the key items
included in the 2005-2006 school budget
that are indicative of our struggle to balance the need to maintain and improve
upon the already excellent education we
provide for our children, with the need to
do whatever we can to mitigate increases
in the budget.
We have many challenges facing us:
enrollment increases that show no signs
of letting up; costs that continue to rise
despite our best efforts to control them;
and perhaps most notably, state aid that
has not only remained flat in spite of our
increased enrollment and rising costs, but
continues to represent a smaller and
smaller percentage of our overall budget,
requiring us to depend even more on
property taxes to fund our schools.
The Westfield school system is one of
the reasons our community is as great as
it is. The people of Westfield have always
been supportive of the excellent education we provide for our children. As a
parent of two Westfield public school
students, and as a member of the Board of
Education, I thank you for your support.
I also ask you and thank you in advance
for your continued support. If you have
any questions regarding the budget, please
feel free to contact us at
boe@westfieldnj.com.
Please remember to vote on April 19
from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Rich Solomon
Chairman, Finance Committee
Westfield Board of Education
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Reader Says Media Polls on Schiavo
Were Biased with Leading Questions
It’s now been shown that the polls that
were widely reported in the mainstream
media leading up to Terri Schiavo’s death
were biased polls with “leading” questions. Why aren’t we hearing about that?
The latest unbiased poll from Zogby
showed that the nation clearly supported
Terri and her parents and wants to protect
the lives of other disabled patients. By a
whopping 79 percent to 9 percent, Americans responding to the poll said that disabled patients like Terri Schiavo should
not have food and water taken away.
In addition, the new polling also shows
support for members of Congress who

passed legislation seeking to prevent
Terri’s starving to death and help her
parents take their lawsuit to federal courts.
By a 42 percent to 18 percent margin,
respondents believe that elected officials
should order that a feeding tube remain in
place in cases like Terri’s.
It’s the media’s job to report the news
in an unbiased way. Please, do your job,
and report the facts — most Americans
supported saving Terri Schiavo’s life,
and they supported Congress taking action to help save her.
Janek Anthony Skutnik
Fanwood

Scholarship Fdn. President Thanks
Community for Fundraising Efforts
The 38th annual Dollars For Students
Drive was conducted over the weekend of
April 9 and 10 by the Scotch PlainsFanwood Scholarship Foundation.
We would like to express our appreciation to the local students who participated
in our drive and to the generous citizens
of Fanwood and Scotch Plains who made
their efforts a successful venture.
The monies collected will be presented
as scholarships to graduating high school
students at the annual awards night at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School on
May 25 and to college students on June 10
at our awards reception to be held at All
Saints Episcopal Church.
This year marks the 39th anniversary
of the founding of the Scotch PlainsFanwood Scholarship Foundation. For
39 consecutive years, the foundation,
through its volunteer board of directors,
has been able to assist local students with
scholarships with a total value of
$1,280,655.
This year, we have received 120 applications for assistance with 22 submitted
by college students.
We look forward to announcing our
own Dollars For Students recipients as
well as those students who will be receiving monies from the 23 additional funds,
which we maintain and the 25 pass-

through funds, which we administer. This
year, we will be administering over
$105,000 of community assistance to local students.
Our sincere thanks and appreciation go
out to all of our neighbors who so willingly continue to show the young people
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood that they
value them and their effort to continue
their education.
If you were not at home when our
students stopped by, or if you did not
receive a request through the mail but
would like to support our efforts, please
send your contribution in care of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholarship
Foundation, P.O. Box 123, Fanwood,
07023.
The public is cordially invited to attend
the annual meeting of the Scotch PlainsFanwood Scholarship Foundation, which
will be held on Tuesday, June 14, at 8 p.m.
at the Fanwood Train Station.
Ellie Kramps, President,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Scholarship Foundation

More Letters
on Page 17
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Westfield Memorial Library
Posts Calendar of Events

MR. AND MRS. ROBERT B. MEGLAUGHLIN, JR.
(She is the former Miss Kristen Nicole Grabau)

Miss Kristen Grabau Weds
Robert Meglaughlin, Jr.
Miss Kristen Nicole Grabau, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald
Grabau of Cumming, Ga., was married on Saturday, October 16, to Robert B. Meglaughlin, Jr. He is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Meglaughlin
of Westfield.
Pastor Ted Schroder performed the
late afternoon ceremony at St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church in Fernandina
Beach, Fla. A reception followed at
the Golf Club of Amelia Island in
Amelia Island, Fla.
Given in marriage by her father, the
bride had her cousin, Ms. Maia
Pearson, as her Maid of Honor. Her
bridal attendants included Ms. Alissa
Graves and Mrs. Susan Schuman, both
friends of the bride, and Ms. Danielle
Meglaughlin and Ms. Michelle
Meglaughlin, sisters of the bridegroom.
Robert B. Meglaughlin of Westfield
was his son’s best man. The ushers

were Michael Grabau and Eric
Grabau, the brothers of the bride, and
Ric Tyran and John Schuman, friends
of the bridegroom.
The bride is a graduate of Kennesaw
State University in Kennesaw, Ga.,
where she earned a degree in marketing. She is employed as a Relocation
Specialist with Relocation Central by
Cort in Atlanta, Ga.
A graduate of the University of
South Carolina at Columbia, the bridegroom received a degree in business
management. He is employed with
GE Commercial Finance as a Six
Sigma Black Belt in Atlanta.
The parents of the bridegroom
hosted the rehearsal dinner at Walkers Landing in Amelia Island the night
before the wedding.
Following a wedding trip to
Antigua, the couple resides in
Mableton, Ga.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, will hold several events
for adults and youth at the library.
For adults, a Business and Investment Resources Online workshop will
be offered on Tuesday, April 19, from
10 to 11:30 a.m. and is free to all
cardholders.
Linda Greenberg, Reference Librarian and former librarian for a major
investment firm, will conduct this demonstration and hands-on class.
It will cover the basics of Hoover’s
and Standard and Poor’s NetAdvantage,
the databases for which can be accessed by patrons through the library’s
website, www.wmlnj.org, plus other
tips on finding and evaluating business
and investment information.
Additionally for adults, “TGIF: The
Russian Revolution” will be presented
on Friday, April 22, at 1:30 p.m. Participants will learn about this period in
history and how the leaders Czar
Nicholas and Lenin influenced the
events of this world-changing revolution. Light refreshments will be served.
For youngsters, there are several
story time programs. All are offered
on a drop-in basis, but attendance is
limited, so individuals are urged to
arrive early and sign in at the Children’s
Desk. Children must have a valid
Westfield Library card to participate.
“Mother Goose Lapsit,” a program
of songs, stories and playful activities for children age 10 to 23 months
and their parents or caregivers, takes
place Tuesdays and Wednesdays from
9:45 to 10:05 a.m. Sessions are limited to 10 children. Older siblings

will not be permitted due to the size
limitations of the room.
“Little Listeners” is held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 10:30 to
11 a.m., for children age two to threeand-a-half accompanied by an adult.
Infants will be permitted, but older
siblings will not due to size limitations of the group.
The library requests that children
attend this program only once per
week so that as many youngsters as
possible can participate.
For additional information, individuals are asked to call (908) 789-4090,
visit the library’s website or stop by
the library for a copy of its quarterly
newsletter.

Library Invites Youth
To ‘Dance Revolution’
FANWOOD – “Dance Dance Revolution,” open to students in grades six
through 12, will take place on Tuesday, April 26, from 4 to 6 p.m. at the
Fanwood Memorial Library, located
at North Avenue and Tillotson Road.
“Dance Dance Revolution” is a music
video arcade game that is typically played
on a dance pad with four arrow panels.
These panels are pressed using the players’ feet, in response to arrows that appear on the screen in front of them.
The arrows are synchronized to the
general rhythm or beat of a song, and
success is dependent on the player’s
ability to time his or her steps.
Games, competitions, prizes and
refreshments will all be part of this
event. For more information, please
call Nancy Kipping at (908) 322-6400.

Library Seeks Volunteers
To Help With Inventory
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, is looking for volunteers to assist with an inventory of its
holdings.
This project will reconcile the
library’s catalogue with the books
and materials that are physically
present in the library or currently on
loan, in a continuing effort to provide
efficient service to the community.
Volunteers may set their own sched-

ule during library hours. The task involves comparing titles and other data
on printout pages from the catalogue
with books on the shelves. Any discrepancies will be brought to the attention
of the library staff. This project should
be completed in the next several weeks.
Anyone interested in volunteering
for the Scotch Plains Library Inventory Project may see or call Reference Librarian Bob Salmon at the
library at (908) 322-5007.

SPRING CLEARANCE

MON-FRI 10 TO 6

THURS 10 TO 8

SAT 10 TO 5

SUN 12 TO 5
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Ms. Whitney B. Bartholomay and Joshua J. Ronga

Ms. Whitney Bartholomay
To Marry Joshua Ronga
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Bartholomay
of Flemington, formerly of Westfield,
have announced the engagement of
their daughter, Ms. Whitney Brooke
Bartholomay, to Joshua J. Ronga. He
is the son of Ms. Laurie Ronga of
Hoboken and Carmine Ronga of Rutherford.
A 1993 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride-elect received her
Bachelor of Liberal Arts degree from
Susquehanna University in 1997. She
is employed as the Director of De-

fined Benefits New Client Implementations for Mellon Human Resources
& Investor Solutions in Fort Lee.
Her fiancé was raised in Hoboken,
where he attended both Xavier and
Hoboken High Schools, graduating
from Hoboken High School in 1993.
He is employed by the City of Hoboken
within the Recreation Department,
responsible for supporting and promoting community service programs.
The couple will be married in October of this year in Hoboken.

Miller-Cory to Spotlight
Bee Hive Oven Sunday
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
present a program on the Colonial
era beehive oven this Sunday, April
17, between 2 and 4 p.m.
Members of the museum’s Cooking Committee will demonstrate the
skills and techniques used to bake
bread, pies and cakes in the beehive
oven. Visitors will be able to sample
freshly baked bread and homemade
churned butter.
Volunteers dressed in authentic
period costumes will guide visitors
through the pre-Revolutionary farmhouse and answer questions about
life in Colonial New Jersey.
Visitors also are invited to stop

by the museum’s gift shop, which is
stocked with cookbooks, homemade
jellies, Colonial reproductions,
crafts and educational items.
Admission to the museum is $2
for adults, 50 cents for students and
free for children under age six. On
Sunday, April 24, Renate Maroney
of Scotch Plains will present a program entitled “Tea with Margaret
Darby Cory” at 2 p.m.
For information on upcoming
Sunday events, the museum’s
weekly group tours by appointment
or its Showcase of 18th Century
Skills, an outreach program brought
to local schools and organizations,
please call the museum at (908)
232-1776.
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In 1979, I was living and working
in Boston and had just returned to the
Church after a period of self-imposed
exile due to a complicated mix of
theological doubt and existential turmoil. I first experienced a call to
ministry in high school, started to
pursue it in college, and then dropped
out and left the faith for the better part
of six years. Although the bulk of my
early college years were spent with
Roman Catholics, when I returned, it
was to the Episcopal Church of my
birth.
Boston is the kind of city where the
Roman Church is so pervasive that its
influence is profound and readily felt
by all of its citizens no matter their
faith. So, when Pope John Paul II
announced that he would visit
America, and when he decided to
make Boston his first stop, the city
turned out as if the Sox, Celtics and
Bruins had all won the world championship at the same time! As a cab
driver, I knew it would be impossible
to get around, so I decided to take the
day off, stay home, and watch the
coverage on TV.
The media blitz was ungodly; yet,
this man’s holiness was undeniable.
His vigor, his charm, his command
were indisputable. If memory serves,
this was the occasion where his plane
arrived and he descended a set of
stairs, knelt, and kissed the ground.
With that gesture, with that kiss, one
had the sense that he made the ground
and the nation holy. From then on he
had me (as he had many, many more.)
There would be times I would disagree with him, there would be times
when his views would cause me pain,
but there was never a moment when
his holiness was ever in question.
No pope has ever reached out as
effectively to our forbears in faith, the
Jews. He not only prayed at the Western Wall, he officially recognized the
State of Israel and established diplomatic relations. No pope has ever
affected the world stage as forcefully.
Standing up to Communist oppression in his native Poland and else-

where is etched in the history books.
No pope has ever understood the underbelly of capitalism as well. His
critique of the decadence of the First
World was astute. No pope has ever
traveled as he did. He touched the
people of the world, physically.
Last week, I returned to Boston to
help care for my in-laws who are in
frail health. One of the things they
wanted me to do was to celebrate the
Holy Eucharist for them in the rehab
facility where my father-in-law is
being treated. Of course I was delighted. My wife, son, and my inlaws and I gathered in a small but
tasteful “tea room,” and on the small
table I set up the hosts and the wine.
The Gospel was from John’s. It was
the resurrection appearance when
Jesus shows His disciples the wounds
of Good Friday.
The resurrection is not an end run
around suffering, I said, but its transfiguration. I called to mind in my
brief homily the suffering of John
Paul II and his tenacity and faith.
Looking at my in-laws, who have
also suffered terribly, I said that we
could take courage from the Gospel
account as well as from the example
of John Paul II that the power of
resurrection infiltrates every moment,
even those most filled with pain. With
faith, life and death become offerings, prayers, if you will, that God
motivates, enables and receives. I said
these things within miles of the tarmac
the pope had kissed in 1979.
People of every faith in our communities will join with me in offering
heartfelt prayers for the repose of the
soul of His Holiness John Paul II, for
our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters, and for the future of the Church
and the world he served so well. May
light perpetual shine upon him and
may his soul and the souls of all the
departed, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.
*******
The Reverend Hamersley serves as
Rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
located at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Wisdom’s Light to Focus
On Concept of Free Will
WESTFIELD – A discussion on
the Science and Religion of Free Will,
open to the public, will take place on
Tuesday, April 26, at 7:30 p.m. in the
First Congregational Church’s Coe
Fellowship Hall, located at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield.
Based on the book “The Science of
God” by Gerald L. Schroeder, this
session of the Wisdom’s Light Ministry will explore how free will is intrinsic to the universe.
A physicist and a biblical scholar,
Professor Schroeder demonstrates
parallels between various biblical
teachings and the findings of scientists, and argues that not only are
science and the bible compatible, but
they are actually interdependent.
Participants will explore questions
such as “Is the world pre-determined

by the laws of nature?” “Are people
completely programmed by their genetic code and so have no real control
over their choices?” and “Does God
know the future completely?”
The Reverend John A. Mills, an
ordained minister in the United Church
of Christ and Director of the Wisdom’s
Light Ministry, will be the facilitator.
Information about this ministry is available at http://wislit.home.att.net. Reverend Mills can be contacted at
wislit@worldnet.att.net.
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First Baptist Invites Women
For Book Club, Bible Study

On the Passing of His Holiness,
A Faith That Touched the World
By THE REV. ANDREW HAMERSLEY

Thursday, April 14, 2005

WELCOMING GIFT…The Women’s Association of the Community Presbyterian Church of Mountainside would like to celebrate new beginnings by welcoming all new babies in the area with a handmade gift of a baby bonnet. Those wishing
to knit with the group or wanting to learn to knit are invited to join the association
at 10 a.m. on the second Saturday of every month in the church’s Memorial Room.
An individual with a new baby, who is pregnant or who knows someone who would
like to receive the gift may call the church office at (908) 232-9490 and leave their
name, address and telephone number.

LEARN Program to Focus
On Cardiovascular Care
SCOTCH PLAINS – The League
for Educational Advancement for
Registered Nurses (LEARN) will offer “Advances in Cardiovascular Care
– Part I,” an educational program for
Registered Nurses and guests.
The two-hour program will be held
on Monday, April 25, at 7:45 p.m. at the
Parish House of the All Saints’ Episcopal Church, 559 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains. Karen Cepero, Director of Patient Care Services at Liberty Health in
Jersey City, will be the speaker.
The first of a two-part program (each
complete in format and with Continuing Education Units awarded), this
event is designed to educate and inform nurses about the pathophysiology of coronary heart disease.
A review will be given of the risk
factors associated with coronary heart
disease, as well as current trends in
pharmacologic therapy for coronary
heart disease.

Holocaust Survivor
To Speak at Brunch
CRANFORD – The RoselleCranford Chapter of Hadassah and the
Sisterhood of Temple Beth-El Mekor
Chayim will hold their annual Holocaust Program and Brunch on Sunday,
April 17, at 10 a.m. at the temple.
Luna Kaufman, a Holocaust survivor and current Chairwoman of the
Sister Rose Thering Endowment at
Seton Hall University, will be the
guest speaker. The temple is located
at 338 Walnut Avenue in Cranford.
The Hospitality Committee will
provide a dairy brunch, and there is
no charge to attend. The Judaica Shop
will be open for business. For further
information, please call the temple
office at (908) 276-9231, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Monday through Thursday, and
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Friday.

A not-for-profit professional organization for New Jersey Registered
Nurses, LEARN presents eight programs per academic year on current
nursing topics. Each program offers
Continuing Education Contact Hours
through the New Jersey State Nurses
Association, accredited as an approver
of Continuing Education in Nursing by
the American Nurses Credentialing
Center’s Commission onAccreditation.
This program has been approved for
2.4 Contact Hours. In addition, for
School Nurses, the New Jersey Department of Education, Professional Standards Board, has granted this program
Professional Development Hours.
The next LEARN program, “Advances in Cardiovascular Care – Part
II,” is scheduled for Monday, May 23.
Annual LEARN membership for
Registered Nurses is $40. Interested
persons are welcome to attend at a
guest fee of $10 per program. For more
information, please write to: LEARN,
P.O. Box 6, Scotch Plains 07076, or call
Betty, Program Coordinator, at (908)
272-7239, or Beth, Membership Chairwoman, at (908) 754-9499.

WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, has revealed the topics
for its Women’s Book Club and
Women’s Bible Study programs, both
of which will be held at the church.
On Saturday, April 16, the Book
Club will meet from 10 a.m. to noon.
Bette Savage will lead a discussion of
“Seeking Enlightenment Hat by Hat,”
by Nevada Barr. In this book, Ms.
Barr, an award-winning mystery
writer, describes her spiritual journey
from atheism to belief in terms of the
hats she loves to wear.
Lil Wheeler will provide refreshments. Visitors are welcome to share
in the discussion and fellowship, even
if they have not read the book. For
more information, please call Bette
Savage at (908) 575-8637 or email
her at Elzsvg@netscape.net.
On Wednesday, April 20, the
Women’s Bible Study Group will
meet from 10 a.m. to noon. The
group’s current theme is compari-

sons of women of the Bible with
famous modern day women.
At this meeting, Jean Kellogg will
discuss the Biblical Esther and the
20th century’s Eleanor Roosevelt, two
women who made a difference. Visitors are welcome and refreshments
will be served. For more information,
please call Betty Cochran at (908)
755-6351.

Correction
An article submitted to The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and published last week regarding the
Westfield History Societies’ Spring
Assembly contained an incorrect
date of April 20 for the event.
The Assembly will actually take
place on Wednesday, April 27, at 8
p.m. at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.
Introductory music will begin at
7:45 p.m.

Dr. Ross-Lee to Give Address
At Church Health Conference
SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s a United States Medical School. As
Baptist Church in Scotch Plains will the first osteopathic physician to parhold its Annual “Healthy Bodies and ticipate in the Robert Wood Johnson
Healthy Spirits” ConferHealth Policy Fellowship,
ence on Saturday, April
she served as Legislative
23, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Assistant for Health to
Hosted by the Women’s,
Senator Bill Bradley.
Men’s and Officers MinisShe is an advisor on pritries, the event will include
mary care, medical educancer, diabetes and blood
cation, minority health,
pressure screenings. Inforwomen’s health and rural
mation also will be availhealth care issues on the
able on sexually transmitfederal and state levels.
ted diseases, AIDS, cho- Dr. Barbara Ross-Lee
St. John’s Baptist Church
lesterol and other conditions.
is located at 2387 Morse Avenue. AdDr. Barbara Ross-Lee, Dean of the mission is free, and a free lunch will be
New York College of Osteopathic served.
Medicine and the sister of singer
The public is invited to attend this
Diana Ross, will be the guest speaker. event. For more information, please
Dr. Ross-Lee is the first African- call St. John’s Baptist Church at (908)
American female to serve as Dean of 232-6972.

St. Agnes to Present
Boardwalk Weekend
CLARK – St. Agnes Roman Catholic Church, 332 Madison Hill Road in
Clark, will host its annual Boardwalk
Weekend tomorrow, Friday, April 15,
through Sunday, April 17.
The event will feature games of
chance and traditional “boardwalk
food.” All are invited to attend. The
boardwalk will be open Friday and
Saturday from 6:30 to 10 p.m. and
Sunday from 1 to 6 p.m.
For more information, please call
the St. Agnes Rectory at (732) 3887852 or email St. Agnes at
StAgnesChurch@comcast.net.

We changed our name!

Mother & Baby Co.
is now

Embroidery! Baby

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

Storewide

“Grand ReOpening” Sale
Thursday, 4/14
through Sunday, 4/17

102 Quimby Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-1221
Custom Embroidery On Premises

Creative Custom
Framing
Design Consultation &
Creative Matting
Needlepoint
Box Framing
Shadow Boxes for
Memorabilia
Mirrors

Serving The Community For 30 Years

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY
58 Elm Street• Westfield

908-232-3278
www.juxtaposegallery.com

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150
www.puglisi-insurance.com

Our 67th Year

“We Service Our Clients.”
A Family Institution Providing
Multiple Lines Of Insurance.
Specializing in:
• Attorneys • Physicians Offices
• Commercial • Home Owners • Workers Compensation

OWEN BRAND
Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER
ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMIL
YL
AW
MILY
LA
· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support
· DW
I · Criminal Defense
DWI
· Busine
ss Dispute
s · Commer
cial Litig
ation
Busines
Disputes
Commercial
Litiga
Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

(908) 232-8787

obrand@isbmortgageco.com
Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com
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Genealogical Society to Meet
This Saturday In Westfield
WESTFIELD – The Genealogical
Society of the West Fields will meet
this Saturday, April 16, at 10 a.m. in
the Program Room of the Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street.
Michelle L. Chubenko will give a
talk on “Researching Eastern European Roots.” A professional genealogist, she has been researching families for over 13 years.
Ms. Chubenko is Country Coordinator for the UkraineWorldGen
Web project and hosts an online
chat every Monday night on gene-

alogy at About.com (http://
genealogy.about.com/).
She is chapter representative of the
Association of Professional Genealogists – New York Metro Chapter and
Education Chairwoman of the
Monmouth County Genealogy Society. Ms. Chubenko also is a member of
various other genealogical societies and
is active in local history organizations.
Admission to the meeting is free
and the public is invited to attend.
Refreshments will be served. For additional information, please call (908)
276-7104.

Chamber of Commerce
Gives Upcoming Activities
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce has
announced several upcoming events.
It will hold its next networking
breakfast, featuring “8 Minute Meetings” at Clyne & Murphy, 439 South
Avenue, today, Thursday, April 14,
from 8 to 9:30 a.m. All area business
people are welcome. Chamber members can participate for $12 and nonmembers for $15.
The chamber will welcome the CTS
Westfield Criterium on the weekend
of April 16 and 17. The event will
feature some of the rising stars of
cycling. Races will begin at 7:30 a.m.,
with children’s races starting at 9
a.m. and the pros racing at noon.
A bike safety check will be offered by Jay’s Cycling Center. South
Avenue will be closed between Central Avenue and the South Avenue
Circle during the cycling event.

Dermot Quinn to Discuss
‘The Irish in New Jersey’

On Sunday, April 17, the Chamber will welcome visitors to its annual Spring Fling event, from 11
a.m. until 5 p.m. Festivities will include live entertainment all day long
on the main stage, including highlights from the show Tony n’ Tina’s
Wedding.
On Wednesday, April 20, the
Chamber will host its Business After Hours Networking event from
5:30 until 7:30 p.m. at Raagini, 1085
Route 22, East. This networking
event is an opportunity for Chamber
members to meet with fellow members and exchange experiences.
For more information on chamber
events, please visit the Chamber’s
website, www.WestfieldChamber.com,
or call (908) 233-3021. Anyone who
would like to attend a networking event
is asked to call the chamber to reserve a
seat.

BACH IS BACK!
The North Jersey Bach Festival

WESTFIELD – On Thursday, April
21, Dermot A. Quinn, an author and
Professor of History at Seton Hall University, will present a program at 7 p.m.
on his book, “The Irish in New Jersey:
Four Centuries of American Life,” at
the Westfield Memorial Library.
Using photographs and newspaper
clippings, Mr. Quinn will demonstrate
how the Irish maintained their cultural roots while influencing the social, political, economic and religious
landscape of their new homeland.
Mr. Quinn drew upon anecdotes, di-

LEADERSHIP EXCELLENCE…In celebration of its 20th anniversary of recognizing alumni who have excelled personally and professionally, the Caldwell
College Alumni Association honored College President Sister Patrice Werner
with the Veritas Award for Excellence in Leadership and Higher Education on
March 18. Pictured, Westfield resident Elizabeth Matuszak, left, a member of the
college’s first graduating class in 1943 and the alumni association’s first president,
presents Sister Patrice with the award.

People For Animals Seeks
Homes For Dogs and Cats
WESTFIELD – People for Animals will sponsor pet adoption events
this Saturday and Sunday, April 16
and 17, at the PETsMART stores in
the Bridgewater Promenade Mall,
Route 28 at Route 287, and in
Watchung at the Watchung Square
Mall, 1515 Route 22, West.
Cats will be at both stores from
noon to 4 p.m.; dogs will be at the
Bridgewater store on Sunday only
from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Among the many pets offered for
adoption will be “Ace,” a two-yearold, cream-colored Labrador Retriever-mix. Described as a friendly
dog that likes people and other dogs,
Ace is a large dog that weighs about 70
pounds and is thin. He should weigh at
least 80 pounds. He is neutered and
current with his vaccinations.
For more information about pets

needing homes, please call (908) 9646887 and dial 306 for dogs and 307
for cats. All People for Animal pets
are featured on the Internet at
www.pfa.petfinder.com.

“Ace”

PAIN & HEADACHE MANAGEMENT
Douglas Ashendorf, M.D.

Friday, April 15, 7:30PM
Zimmermann’s Kaffeehaus
Chamber music in a coffee house setting
Seating is limited - reservations recommended!
Chapter House, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Westfield

Saturday, April 16, 10:30AM
Symposium on various aspects of Bach’s life and works
Patton Auditorium, First Congregational Church, Westfield

Pain Treatment Centers of New Jersey
Management of Pain, including:
o Headache
o Fibromyalgia
o Cancer and Pelvic Injuries

ary entries, biographical sketches and
early census statistics to develop a chronology of the Irish emigration to New
Jersey. He relates the history of the Irish
from their native country torn apart by
conflict and poverty to their struggles
to adapt to a new land despite anti-Irish
and anti-Catholic practices.
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. This free program is a
part of the library’s “Meet the Authors”
series. To reserve a space, please preregister at the Circulation (front) Desk
in person or call (908) 789-4090.

Sudanese Missionary to Speak
This Sunday at First Baptist
WESTFIELD – This Sunday, April
17, the Reverend Charles Porter, an
Assemblies of God missionary who
just returned from Africa, will lead
the Adult Forum at 9:15 a.m. and
preach at the 10:30 a.m. worship
service at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.
During the Adult Forum, Reverend Porter will address the question
“Is God and Allah the same?,” and
his sermon will be entitled “Why
Does Each Generation Have to Rediscover Jesus? The Emerging Generation in Africa.”
In a first-hand account of his experiences as an American in a Muslim country, he will share his observations of African culture, geography and religion.
Reverend Porter spent nearly three
years in Khartoum, Sudan coaching a
men’s basketball team, teaching English and learning Arabic. He then
spent almost eight months in Nairobi,
Kenya, where he and his wife awaited
the adoption of their Sudanese son
from a small home for abandoned
and homeless children called “Seeds
in his Garden.” In Kenya, he became
involved in “The Journey,” a ministry
to international university students.
Reverend Porter currently resides
in St. Paul, Minn. with his wife and
adopted son, Joshua, where he is pursuing a master’s degree in organizational leadership at Bethel College.
The service will be followed by a

church-wide picnic on the front lawn,
held during Westfield’s annual Spring
Fling celebration, from noon to 5 p.m.
Volunteers will grill burgers and
hotdogs, and also serve drinks, ice
cream and popcorn. The church’s
restrooms will be open to the public.
For additional information, please
call (908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

SAGE Eldercare Plans
Open House Sunday
SUMMIT – SAGE Eldercare will
hold an Open House program on Sunday, April 17, from 1 to 4 p.m., at which
time the public may tour its new facility
at 290 Broad Street in Summit and
learn about its programs and services.
The Summit High School Chamber
Choir, an auditioned ensemble of 25
students, has been selected to perform at
the event, from 3 to 4 p.m., in the SpendA-Day facility of the new building.
SAGE Eldercare serves as a community resource in the establishment
and delivery of services for older
adults and their caregivers, enabling
the elderly to remain in their own
homes. For more information, please
call (908) 273-5550 or visit
www.sageeldercare.org.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

o Neck/Back Pain
o Arthritis Disorders
o Auto/Work/Sports

732-382-1700
Emergency 24 hour service available

www.Pain_MD.com

www.sg-cpas.com

2:00-4:00PM
Solo Sweets
Solo Music for various instruments
Edward Brewer, harpsichord • Ruotao Mao, violin
Eliot Bailen, cello • Barbara Thomson, organ
Sanctuary, First Congregational Church

Sunday, April 17, 7:30PM
Gala Festival Concert

Susan Brandt
McCrea, Esq.

Westfield Symphony Orchestra and Chorus
David Wroe, conductor

Attorney At Law

Concerto for Two Violins in d minor
Brandenburg Concerto II • Magnificat
First United Methodist Church, Westfield

For All Your Tax &
Financial Service Needs

REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS • FAMILY LAW
DIVORCE • DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
CUSTODY/SUPPORT ISSUES • MEDIATION

File Your Extensions With Us
4/15: $20 • 4/16: AM $15 PM $20 • 4/17: $25 & $35
Tickets available from the WSO office, Plainfield Music Store,
or Classical New Jersey Society (908) 222-1742;
Classicalnjsociety@verizon.net

Located at
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500
Fax: 908-889-9501

24 Prospect Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.232.2122

Great Dogs & More Since ‘64!

fax: 908.232.4351
Tour a community today and
receive a complimentary copy
of “The 36-Hour Day”*

WindMill

The Chicago Sun Times
says of this highly
regarded resource –
“The best guide of its kind.”

Bringing Our “Neighborhood” to Yours
Innovative Alzheimer’s Care at Sunrise Assisted Living

BUY ONE HOT DOG
GET ONE FREE!
w/ purchase of any size beverage

One per visit. Not valid with any other offer. Expires April 30th.

Windmill Of Westfield
256 East Broad Street
908-233-9424

Sunrise Assisted Living provides specially
designed Alzheimer’s care based on each
resident’s rich history and individual needs.
The result is a personalized environment
as loving as it is innovative. We call it the
Reminiscence Neighborhood.
It’s a unique approach within our community
created to stimulate the memories and senses
of seniors with memory impairment. Supportive
and nurturing staff, interactive Reminiscence
kits and multi-sensory experiences keep our

residents involved in the familiar routines that
marked their lives: gardening, sewing, office
work, setting the dinner table, and even folding
laundry. It’s all designed to focus on each
resident’s strengths and abilities as well as
to help them return to the comfort of a time
that brought them much joy.
And because each senior is gently guided along
in a place that looks and feels like home, every
day can be a pleasant day.

* One book per visitor.
Limited quantities available.

Sunrise Assisted Living of Westfield

908-317-3030

Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • www.sunriseseniorliving.com
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Concepts & Thought
BOE’s Emphasis Newsletter
Highlights District’s Initiatives

POSTER PERFECT…Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, pictured, back, left,
Surrogate James LaCorte, center, and Sheriff Ralph Froehlich congratulate the top
winners of the 2005-2006 “My County” poster contest. Pictured, left to right, are:
top four winners Kathryn Bricki, Janine Puhak, Kimberly Schaffer and Luca
Guadagno.

Winners of ‘My County’
Poster Contest Revealed

COUNTY – Union County’s
elected Constitutional Officers honored 12 Union County fourth graders
as winners of the 2005-2006 “My
County” poster contest in a ceremony
held on April 7 at the Union County
Courthouse.
The students’ artwork will be made
into a 2005-2006 wall calendar that
will be made available at schools,
libraries and government buildings
throughout Union County.
The top winners are:
• First Place: Kathryn Bricki, St.
John the Apostle Elementary School
in Clark;
• Second Place: Janine Puhak, St.
Michael Elementary School in
Cranford;
• Third Place: Kimberly Schaffer,
Robert Gordon School in Roselle
Park;
• Fourth Place: Luca Guadagno,
Franklin School in Summit;
Eight other students received
achievement awards, and will also have
their work appear on the calendar:
• John Radil, St. John the Apostle
School in Clark;
• Erin Biggins, St. Genevieve Elementary School in Elizabeth;
• Jessica Matos, St. Genevieve Elementary in Elizabeth;
• Danny Bravo, Salt Brook School
in New Providence;

FANWOOD – Anthony Blasi of
Fanwood was nominated to membership in “Who’s Who Among Students
in American Universities and Colleges” at Fairleigh Dickinson
University’s College at Florham.
Anthony was nominated based on
his academic achievements, service
to the community, leadership in extracurricular activities and potential
for continued success.

• Richard Charkowsky, Robert Gordon School in Roselle Park;
• Alex Codella, St. Michael Elementary School in Cranford;
• Daniella Almoneda, Robert Gordon School in Roselle Park; and
• Samuel Porter, Franklin School
in Summit.
This year’s theme is the centennial
of the Union County Courthouse.
Hundreds of students from Union
County’s public, private and parochial schools designed posters celebrating the past 100 years of the
county’s history.
“It’s wonderful to see so many
young people take an active role in
celebrating the heritage of Union
County,” said Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi, Chairwoman of the
Union County Courthouse Centennial Committee.
Some 312 students submitted contest entries, which were judged by
three county artists: Peter Ambush,
Tony Bistardi and Derrick Dent.
Fourth grade is when the majority of
elementary school students study about
New Jersey and its history as part of
their social studies curriculum.
“It is very rewarding to help provide a forum to showcase the work of
these talented young people,” said
Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich.
“Every year, we are impressed by
the many interesting ways in which
these students tell the story of their
community through art,” said Union
County Surrogate James LaCorte.
The four top winners received U.S.
Savings Bonds, while the other winners earned small cash awards.
The “My County” poster contest is
sponsored annually by the Constitutional Officers Association of New
Jersey to promote awareness of the
mission of county government, and
the services provided by the Constitutional Officers.

Denise O’Connor Earns
Dean’s List Recognition

Byron Participates
In Scholarship Contest

WESTFIELD – Denise
O’Connor of Westfield was named
to the dean’s list for the first semester at Bates College in
Lewiston, Me. A senior psychology and philosophy double major, she is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. William O’Connor of
Westfield and a Westfield High
School graduate.

FANWOOD – Krystina Byron of
Fanwood, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ed Byron, was among 190 students vying for scholarships through
completion of an essay writing contest and interviews with Lynchburg
College faculty in the school’s fourth
annual Scholarship Competition.
A student at Scotch PlainsFanwood High School, Krystina has
been accepted to Lynchburg.

Anthony Blasi Accepted
Into Who’s Who at FDU

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education mailed its newsletter, Emphasis on Education, to residents during the week of April 11.
The publication contains information
about the school district’s initiatives
for next year and how they relate to
the 2005-2006 budget.
The final public presentation of the
budget by Superintendent of Schools
Dr. William Foley is scheduled for
Tuesday, April 14, at 7:30 p.m. during a Parent Teacher Association
meeting at Wilson Elementary School,

301 Linden Avenue in Westfield.
Over a dozen presentations have
been offered to the public. Additional
information is available daily on TV36 in a budget video, followed by a
taping of Candidates Night.
School budget and school board
candidate information is also posted at
www.westfieldnj.com and at the Board
of Education’s Business Office of the
School/Community Relations Office,
located at 302 Elm Street in Westfield.
The election will be held on Tuesday, April 19, from 2 to 9 p.m.

CHEERIO!…Joellen Surace’s afternoon kindergarten class at Franklin Elementary School in Westfield hosted a proper tea party fit for a king or queen.

Franklin Pupils Appreciate
Royal Learning Experience

IMPORTANT DISCUSSION…Former New Jersey Governor Christine Todd
Whitman discusses issues with Pingry juniors Kaitlyn Tucker of Watchung and
Caitlin Jennings of Westfield following her presentation at the school on April 4.
During the school’s morning meeting, Ms. Whitman talked to students in grades
seven to 12 about life as a public servant, serving as governor and in President
George W. Bush’s cabinet, and answered questions from the audience about the
state of today’s politics and her new book, “It’s My Party Too.”

WESTFIELD – Kindergarteners at
Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield, costumed like lords and
ladies, recently concluded their study
of England by hosting a royal tea
party for their parents, Franklin Principal Dr. Mary Fleck, and Assistant
Principal Paul Nigro.
Guests enjoyed a student dramatization of the changing of the guards
at Buckingham Palace, as well as
several dance performances, including a minuet in three-quarter time
under the direction of kindergarten
teacher Joellen Surace.
The kindergarten’s thematic unit
extended to match lessons for telling
time to the hour using Big Ben clocks
created by the children. The students
also honed their geography skills by
locating England on a map.

Literature was also tied into the
lesson to help the students compare
and contrast England to the United
States using Venn Diagrams, as well
as recognizing British terms for American items, such as “telly” for “telephone” and “biscuits” for “cookies.”
Art projects included constructing
castles, crowns and coats of arms.
Students also modeled their chivalrous behavior with curtsies and bows.

Robert Freundlich
Named to Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Robert Freundlich
of Westfield has been named to the
dean’s list for the fall 2004 semester
at the Krieger School of Arts and
Sciences of Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md.

Clothing Drive Will Benefit
GLHS Project Graduation
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – A used
clothing drive will be held on Saturday, May 7, to benefit Project
Graduation
for
Governor
Livingston High School’s Class of
2005.
Donations of wearable, usable
clothing are sought between 9 a.m.
and 1 p.m. at the Community Center, 29 Park Avenue in Berkeley
Heights, or Deerfield School, Central Avenue in Mountainside.

St. Peter’s Prep Prepare
Open House on Apr. 24
JERSEY CITY – Prospective students and their parents are invited to
attend St. Peter’s Preparatory School’s
Spring Open House on Sunday, April
24, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the school’s
campus located at 144 Grand Street
in Jersey City.
Members of the St. Peter’s Prep
faculty and staff, as well as coaches,
moderators, teachers, students and
parents, will be present to distribute
information and answer questions
about the school. Tours of the campus
and school facilities will be conducted
throughout the afternoon.
For more information or directions,
please call (201) 547-6389 or visit
www.stpetersprep.org.

Items to be collected include all
clothing, shoes, belts, handbags,
hats, gloves and scarves, as well as
table linens, bedspreads, towels and
stuffed animals. Pillows and blankets will not be accepted.
All donation items should not be
torn or stained and must be delivered in tied plastic bags.

American University
Reports Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Westfield residents Emily McDermott, Rachel
Mooney, and Jimena Yrivarren were
named to the fall 2004 dean’s list at
American University (AU) in Washington, D.C.
Emily is a junior in AU’s School of
International Science majoring in international studies. Rachel is a senior
in AU’s College of Arts & Sciences
majoring in graphic design. Jimena is
a senior at AU’s Kogod School of
Business majoring in business administration.

SAINT PETER’S PREP
new Jersey’s Jesuit High school since 1872

SPRING OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, APRIL 24, 2005

2:00 - 4:00PM
Take a tour of our campus. Talk with faculty, students
and parents. Receive information regarding the admissions
process, transportation options, financial aid, sports and
co-curricular activities.
Join us at our fall Open House and learn why we say,
“It is not simply Prep for four years. It is Prep...for life.”
144 GRAND STREET, JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302
201.434.4400  WWW.STPETERSPREP.ORG

3MALL CLASSES INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION
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#OMPUTER LAB  RESOURCE ROOM AVAILABLE
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NUTS AND BOLTS…Third Graders at Evergreen Elementary School in Scotch
Plains took things to the wire last week, as students participated in the annual
“Take Apart Day.” Students, along with many parent volunteers, unscrewed and
dismantled many old donated appliances and household items. They uncovered
the hidden mysteries of many everyday items, such as telephones, toasters,
blenders and computers. The pupils were amazed at the “behind the scenes”
mechanics they discovered. Pictured above are several third graders and parent
volunteer Edwardo Moran.
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DIAZ HITS SOLO BLAST, ZIERLER WHACKS 2-RUN HR

Blue Devils Use Long Ball, ‘D’
To Top Baseball Raiders, 8-2
scored on Kevin Urban’s ground out
in the first inning, and a double to
Sean Varsolona, who finished 2-for2, in the second inning. The other
three hits were given up in the top of
the seventh when John Maloney
singled, moved to third on Mike
Dinizo’s double to left and scored on
James Scalfaro’s ground out to second.
“Billy held a good Scotch Plains
team to two runs. They came out
banging the ball right off the bat and
Billy made some adjustments. He
pitched a nice game today,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Bob Brewster.
Down 1-0 in the bottom of the third
inning, Diaz ignited a three-run rally

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior right-hander Billy Hearon
tossed a five-hitter, recorded five
strikeouts and yielded only two walks
to lead the Westfield High School
baseball team to an 8-2 victory over a
good-hitting Scotch Plains-Fanwood
team in Westfield on April 11. Blue
Devils Mike Diaz and Alex Zierler
(2-for-3, 3 RBI, 1 run scored) provided the offensive clout with a solo
blast and a two-run home run, respectively, off starting pitcher Chris
D’Annunzio.
Hearon kept the Raiders off-balance for the first six innings, allowing
only a triple to D’Annunzio, who

by launching his solo blast over the
right field fence.
“It was a 3-2 pitch. He gave me a
pitch on the outside and I took it the
other way. It started us off, got us
back into the game and we picked it
up from there,” said Diaz.
Mike Murray drew the second of
his four base-on-balls and pinch runner Jayshawn King replaced him at
first and swiped the first of his three
stolen bases – King eventually scored
three times on behalf of Murray. Tom
Ricciuti, struck out but dashed to first
when the ball hit the dirt and skid past
the catcher into the backstop 70 feet
away. King rounded third and scored.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING IT VERY TOUGH FOR A PANTHER…A trio of Blue Devils surround a Panther defender and cause the ball
to jolt loose. The Blue Devils trampled the Glen Rock boys lacrosse team, 14-0.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

SCHOTT NETS 2 GOALS, 4 ASSTS.; SHARKEY, 3 GOALS

Blue Devil Laxmen Tune Up,
Crumble GR Panthers, 14-0
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gauging the progress of a team can
be difficult when competing against a
young, inexperienced team. One
thing, however, the 2-1 Westfield High
School boys lacrosse team took advantage of the situation and crumbled
the Glen Rock Panthers, 14-0, at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on April
7 in a tune up for a tough game against

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING BACK TO THE BASE ON TIME…Blue Devil Jayshawn King slips back to first base as Raider pitcher Chris
D’Annunzio fires to first baseman James Scalfaro. King stole three bases and scored three times.

Blue Devil Softball Girls Jolt
SP-F Lady Raiders, 10-1
said Pignoli who added, “Jillian
Olsen, a first year varsity catcher and
has not missed a step at all. She’s
playing great behind the plate, knocks
down every ball and jumps on the
bunt really well, so the two of them
have great chemistry.”
Raider pitcher Elaine Piniat was
tagged for three doubles, two triples,
one home run and 11 singles while
striking out one and walking no one.
Centerfielder Mary Kate Flannery
led off the first inning with a single,
scooted to second on Jen Urcioli’s
sacrifice bunt and scored when
Fietkiewicz crashed her homer into
centerfield.
“I look for my pitch and swing hard
for line drives. She gave me a few
today and they went,” said
Fietkiewicz. “Our entire team has the
confidence that at any point in time
anyone can step up and get that big hit
that wins the game.”
The 3-4 Raiders retaliated with one
run on three hits in the bottom of the
second on singles by catcher Lauren
Mains, Piniat and an RBI single by
leftfielder Jance Easley. Westfield put

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Great pitching, superb fielding,
team hitting and a breakout inning
was what it took for the 5-1 Westfield
High School softball team to jolt host
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 10-1, on
April 11. Blue Devil Kristina
Fietkiewicz led the offensive charge
with a two-run homer in the first
inning and a two-run triple to highlight a five-run fourth inning.
“Our first inning was text book,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Tara
Pignoli. “We got a leadoff hit, crossed
her over and Fietkiewicz just crushed
the ball. You want to be aggressive
early and that’s exactly what they did.
It got rid of the nerves especially in a
game when the kids were really hyped
and psyched about a home type rivalry.”
Blue Devil pitcher Lauren Gelmetti
scattered eight hits while fanning four
and walking one.
“Gelmetti has taken a leadership
role on the mound. She gets ahead of
batters more often than not and is
really a center piece of this team,”

Weichert

Blue Devil
Fast Pitch Softball Camp
For Girls Entering Grades 2–9

JUNE 27th to JUNE 30th, 2005
9:00am to 12:00pm
Westfield High School

732-873-5399

a run on the board in the third on a
leadoff double by Gelmetti, a fielder’s
choice by Katy Smith and a two-out
RBI single by Diana Dunnan.
Five Blue Devils streaked across
the plate in the fourth. Flannery beat
out a bunt single, Urcioli singled and
Fietkiewicz hammered a two-run
triple. Smith landed on first on an
infield error then scored off a triple
by Jillian Olsen. Dunnan followed
with an RBI single to give the Blue
Devils an 8-1 advantage.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Blue Devils Down Rival
Raider Net Boys, 4-1
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIETKIEWICZ HRS, TRIPLES; GELMETTI YIELDS 8 HITS

gressiveness finished off Blue Devil
senior Co-Captain Alec Wasserman,
6-2, 6-2.
Describing his match, Krueger said,
“From the start of the first match, I
played really calm and was patient
with my shots. I won the first two
games. However he (Wasserman) retaliated strongly. I waited for my shots,
built up the momentum and put him
away. I thought I played a pretty strong
first match. In the second set, he came
back to tie up the match at two, but

midfielders took over the scoring responsibilities.
“One thing I did want to work today was work off cuts, off picks and
get the guy feeding, getting the assist
and we did. We still need to move a
little more, work the ball around and
take our shots,” explained Blue Devil
Head Coach Gerry Benaquista.
Senior middie Joe Geissler finished
with two goals and an assist and middie
Dave Iannazzone netted a goal and an
assist while Chris Mattes, Nick
DeRosa, Mike Patella and Matt
Gallagher each had a goal. Junior attacker Mike Bialick contributed three
assists while middies Brady Lau and
Brian Bottini each added an assist.
With an extremely lopsided score
like this one, the Blue Devils led in
every category except, of course, saves
where senior goalie Chris Zaffuto
needed only to make two. The Blue
Devils overwhelmed the Panthers
with 46 ground balls – 25 in the first
half – and also took 25 shots on goal
in the first half while easing somewhat in the second half.
Additionally, the Blue Devils totally controlled the midfield, especially
with some raw “muscle power” from
lacrosse newcomers, seniors Marc
Dowling and Mike Finne, former line-

Montclair on April 9.
Senior attacker Andrew Schott
teamed up with attackers Joe Simone
and Ryan Sharkey to account for seven
goals and five assists. Schott flicked
in two goals and assisted on four
while Sharkey netted three goals and
an assist and Simone fired in two
goals. Six of their goals and all of
their assists came in the first half
before other Blue Devil attackers and

WESTFIELD – Some early-season
questions about how well the Westfield
High School boys tennis team would
size up against Scotch Plains-Fanwood
were answered at Tamaques Park
courts on April 9. The Blue Devils
took four of the five matches while
senior Jason Krueger was the one
Raider to come up victorious.
“This is our third match of the year,
but I believe we’re still a little rusty,
however today we’re really hyped up
since this is the big rivalry match
between the kids. They all grew up
playing each other,” said Raider Head
Tennis Coach Mark Cunningham.
“We’re young, we have a freshman at
two doubles, a soccer player at one
doubles but they’re athletes and they
will be heard of. Not taking anything
away from Westfield, because they
are a good team, we just came out flat
to begin with and they took that opportunity to jump all over us.”
First single player senior Jason
Krueger using his patience and ag-

Weichert

GET FIT NOW &
PAY KIDS’ TUITION WITH . . .
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Parsippany. Tickets $25 but the hot lunch is on us for
those willing to look and learn. Over 50 towns in NJ
need a local person to manage just 10-15 customers
per month. No obligation to buy products or participate
in our business. Just bring your notebook and your
personal goals. Contact Karen at 908-294-7442 or
Chuck at getfitnow@comcast.net for more information.
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Camp Director: Maggie McFadden • email: mmcfadden@patmedia.net
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Devil’s Den

SCIBEK WHACKS 3-RUN HR, GATES GOES 3-FOR-3

Raiders’ Bats Awaken to Jolt
Linden Baseball Boys, 18-8
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

knocked off the hill midway through
the second inning and relieved by
Danny Salerno who was bounced
midway through the third and relieved by Eric Cuco.
“We hit the ball and scored 18 runs,
which is a good sign,” said Raider
Head Coach Tom Baylock. “Everyone contributed. Everyone got some
hits. We hit the ball with power. We
sprayed the ball around with singles.”
Linden scored a run in the first

more infield miscommunication. The
Tigers scored three in the fourth. Brandon Czajkowski (2-for-3, 3 RBI, 2
runs scored) looped a two-run single,
Russo (3-for-3, RBI, run scored) laid
down a bunt single and Jon Kusky (2for-2) rapped an RBI single.
Maloney led off the fifth with a triple.
Dinizo tapped an RBI single and galloped to third on a passed ball. Later,
Birnbaum lashed an RBI single to set
up Gates’ game-ending two-run single.

Much needed offensive confidence
came back in a big way when the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
baseball team erupted for eight runs
in the second inning and continued
trampling the plate until the Raiders
jolted Linden, 18-8, in five innings in
Scotch Plains on April 6. The 1-1
Raiders, who found difficulty getting
hits in an opening day loss to Cranford
on April 1, pummeled the Tigers
with a 15-hit pelting, which included a home run, a triple and two
doubles.
With his team trailing 5-1, Raider
Matt Scibek (2-for-4, 3 runs scored,
3 RBI) got the big momentum rolling with a three-run homer over the
centerfield fence in the second inning. Leadoff batter Kyle Gates,
who ended the game with a tworun single in the bottom of the fifth,
went 3-for-3 with three runs scored
and three RBI.
Kevin Urban went 2-for-3 with
three RBI and two runs scored and
cleanup batter John Maloney went
2-for-2, including a triple, with three
RBI and a run scored. Urban and
Maloney highlighted a five-run
Raider third inning, each ripping
two-run singles. Mike Dinizo went
2-for-3, including an RBI double,
with two RBI and a run scored and
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
James Scalfaro cracked a ground AVOIDING THE PICKOFF ATTEMPT…Raider Kyle Gates dives back to first base
rule double and scored twice. Dan to avoid being picked off by the Linden pitcher. Gates, who ended the game with a twoBirnbaum had two singles, Rob run single in the bottom of the fifth, went 3-for-3 with three runs scored and three RBI.
Moskal had an RBI single and scored
After the game, coach Baylock
twice, Mike Baumwoll scored twice when Nick Russo singled and scored
and Sean Varsolona scored once and on a grounder to short and the Raiders commented, “I was just talking with
answered with a run in the bottom of coach (Danny) Mondelli (Linden
had an RBI.
Raider pitcher Marco Giasullo went the inning when Gates walked, stole Head Coach). We were just not getthe distance but did have control prob- second and later scored on Maloney’s ting outside enough. The outfield is
lems in the second and fourth innings sacrifice fly. The Tigers banged out not readable yet off the bat, little
where the Tigers scored four and three four runs in the second but the noise bloops, balls dropping in that should
runs, respectively. The 0-1 Tigers sent definitely awakened the Raiders’ bats, be caught, just little stupid mistakes
three pitchers to the mound and start- which produced five hits to go with that you can’t correct in the gym. We
ing pitcher Ray Wegrzynek was three walks and some miscommuni- are not bad defensively. It’s just a
cation by the Tiger infielders.
case of getting more repetition outIn
the
third,
the
Raiders
added
five
side, getting into a rhythm, playing
Viking Nine Edges
runs and five hits but also took advan- some games every week and getting
tage of a few passed balls and some the confidence. I think today was a
North Plainfield, 8-7
big confidence booster for us.”
Kristian Cortizo produced two
Linden
140 30
8
doubles and five RBI to help the
Blue Devil Nine Stops
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 185 04
18
Union Catholic High School baseMinutemen Nine, 3-0
ball team edge North Plainfield, 87, in Scotch Plains on April 7.
The Westfield High School baseball
Baseball Raiders Stop
Cortizo cracked a tree-run double
team opened its season with a 3-0
Sayreville Boys, 6-1
in the first inning and a two-run
victory over Elizabeth in Westfield on
double in the fifth.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
April 5. Senior right-hander Billy
Viking Andy Koncen pitched six
Hearon tossed a two-hitter, fanned six School baseball team stopped
innings, struck out nine and walked
Sayreville, 6-1, in Sayreville on April
and walked one for the Blue Devils.
none while allowing one earned
Mike Diaz drilled an RBI double 9. Sean Varsolona tossed a five-hitter,
run and five hits. Dave Klimowicz
and scored on Mike Murray’s RBI fanned six and walked two. Mike
initiated a game-ending double play
single in the third inning. Sam Kim Dinizo scored twice and Matt Scibek
to boost the Vikings’ record to 2-1.
had an RBI and a run scored.
also had an RBI.

In a Short Time, Koury
Left his Mark at WHS
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The news of the recent passing of
Norm Koury brought back a flood of
memories. It’s true when they say it’s
easier to remember things that happened when you were a teenager than
things that happened yesterday.
Koury was a baseball and football
coach at WHS, and later Morristown
and finally at his alma mater, Cranford.
He came to Westfield the same time I
entered the high school. But our paths
never really crossed. Still, I became a
huge fan of his, and his coaching style.
“Nemo” was a no-nonsense kind of
coach. He believed in fundamentals,
no hot-dogging, and fundamentals.
Today he’d be called “old school” but
to me, anybody who is called “old
school” is just somebody who believes in discipline, fundamentals and
doing things the right way.
While there are many things that
jump out at me when I think of Koury,
five stand out above the rest:
1. The 1963 baseball season: Koury
was undefeated in two years as the
junior varsity coach before getting the
call to replace John Lay as the varsity
coach in 1963. The ’63 team had maybe
the best pitching staff in school history – seniors Jim Smith and Marty
Howarth, juniors Dennis Burke and
Bill Richold and sophomore Greg
Chlan. But it would also be a very
young team, led by juniors Dwight
Davies, Charlie Widmer, Ed Thorne,
Rob Schram, Joe Wiendl, Charlie
Mason, Billy Myers and Roger Doyle.
Koury molded that team into a downand-dirty group that went 18-7, and
won the first Union County Tournament championship in school history.
There weren’t many outstanding hitters on the team, but there was good
defense, very good pitching and great
coaching. The team bunted, stole bases,
squeezed, did whatever it could to get
runs.
2. The 1965 baseball season saw the
arrival of a very talented (and high
strung) sophomore named Bobby
Flynn. One of the best all-around athletes ever at WHS, Flynn became a
rarity – a sophomore starter for Koury,
at third base. In one early-season game,
Flynn called off everybody to catch an
infield popup. But (as memory serves
me) he dropped the ball when he attempted a “Willie Mays” basket catch.
The look from Koury, with his arms
folded, in front of the bench could’ve
melted an iceberg. Next inning (again,
as memory serves me), Flynn was in
centerfield, where he became one of
the state’s finest outfielders for three
years.
The irony to that story is that Flynn
went on to play shortstop at Miami
Dade Junior College in Florida, and
the third baseman on that team was
none other than future Yankees short-

stop Bucky Dent.
3. In 1966, the biggest end-of-season tournament in New Jersey was the
Greater Newark Tournament, which
had blossomed out of just a greater
Newark event to include the top teams
from New Jersey, regardless of Group
size. Most years, WHS entered the
GNT, and not the state tournament.
The 1966 WHS team was the best in
school history up to that time, posting
a 22-4 mark behind the right arms of
senior Donnie (Big D) Anderson and
sophomore Frank Tokash.
In the semifinal of the GNT, WHS
went up to Verona to play a talented
Parsippany team that featured future
big leaguer Rich Zisk and legendary
coach Jack Mott. In about as good a
game as you’ll ever see at any level,
Anderson took a 1-0 lead into the
bottom of the ninth. But a walk to
Zisk, a hit batter and a sacrifice bunt
that was misplayed left the bases
loaded with no outs. Mott put on a
squeeze play and the tying run scored
as Rick James threw to Chuck Hood
for the out. But pinch runner Jeff
Tapkas kept going and tried to beat
Hood’s throw to “Animal” Ed Down.
The throw and Tapkas arrived virtually at the same time and there was a
monster collision. Plate umpire Frank
Greco took his time and, after Down
raised his hand with the ball in it to
show he’d never lost possession, Greco
gave the “safe” sign, ending the game.
As memory serves me, Koury chased
Greco down Verona Ave., complaining about the call. Many WHS fans in
attendance – including this one – still
don’t think Tapkas had ever reached
the plate.
“It will be a long time before I get
over a call like that,” Koury told a
newspaper. “It was a heart-breaking
way to lose.”
WHS did rebound to win the Union
County Tournament, with Anderson
(12-1, 0.81 ERA) handling Roselle
13-1 in the final.
4. This was passed down to me by
Dan Hely as we waited for Jock
Heatley to give us our loops one day at
Echo Lake. Hely had been a two-way
end for the 1964 WHS football team.
As the story goes, the Westfield
coaches weren’t too pleased with their
team’s play in the first half. So upset
was head coach Gary Kehler that he
just walked into the room, looked
around and walked out. Koury, in the
unexpected role of good cop, told the
quiet locker room, something to the
effect:
“I came home the other day and it
was my son, Norm Jr.’s, birthday. Me,
being a good father, I brought Normie
a nice, big birthday cake. And I cut
him a big slice and said, ‘Here you go
Normie, happy birthday.’ And do you

know what Normy Jr. did? He pushed
the plate away, he looked up at me and
he said, ‘Dad, let’s move out of this
cake-eating town.’ ” Koury then turned
and walked out of the room.
According to Hely, the inspired football team rallied to win in the second
half.
5. Finally, Koury left Westfield and
led Morristown’s baseball team to a
couple of outstanding seasons, paced
by future Yankees draft pick Pete Helt,
a hard-throwing lefty. Then Koury returned to Union County as the football
coach, baseball coach and athletic director at Cranford, where he’d gone to
school.
During the basketball season, Koury
showed up at the Cranford-WHS game,
which had its usual standing-roomonly crowd. As he made his way across
the gym, the infamous Westfield “Section” at the top/center of the home side
stands, starting chanting … “nemo,
Nemo, NEMO, NEMO” and (if
memory once again serves me right) a
slight smile emerged from Koury as
he took his seat.
A BAD WEEK
Koury wasn’t the only loss of the
week, as former Westfielder Joe
Wiendl passed away in California.
Along with guys like Frank Ketcham,
Bob Brewster, Doug Merrill, Pat
Papaccio, Al Pfeiffer and many others, Wiendl was one of the key guys in
the buildup of the Westfield youth
sports programs in the 1950s. By the
1960s and ’70s, WHS was clearly at
the top of the state in just about every
varsity sport, helped in no small part
by the coaches in its youth feeder
systems.
Wiendl’s son, Joe, was a three-sport
standout both at WHS (Class of 1964)
and Wilkes College in Pennsylvania.
A state champion wrestler in high
school and NCAA Division II champion in college, little Joe also was a
football (All-America safety in college) and baseball star, and a member
of the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame.
DEN TRIVIA
Who holds the WHS record for most
home runs in a softball game?
REMEMBER WHEN …
April 15, 1992: Chris Wojcik scores
10 points in a lacrosse win over Suffern,
N.Y.
TRIVIA ANSWER
Though she’s better known for her
exploits on the basketball court, Liz
McKeon hit three home runs in a 1997
game against Irvington. Only a sophomore at the time, McKeon was hitting
ninth in the order. She finished the
game with seven RBI.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in the Westfield Leader. For comments
or suggestions, contact me at
bj1019@aol.com

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

In Westfield

If you’re thinking of selling…
SCOTCH PLAINS

$465,000

Park Lover’s Dream! Charming Cape Cod with deep yard and a jog to the park
also includes a Kitchen with breakfast area and central air conditioning and
vacuum.

MOUNTAINSIDE

$899,000

High standards? Live up to them in this 4 Bedroom, 3.5 bath Custom home
filled with light from many windows facing winter views, fabulous entry foyer,
Kitchen with amazing space and fireplace. Much more to see.

ﬁnd out why Burgdorff, ERA
listings in Westﬁeld and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*
than the rest of the MLS.
Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.
WESTFIELD

$639,000

Old world charm with hardwood floors, corner cabinets, framed windows and
an archway craft a timeless interior, Living Room with fireplace, Formal Dining
Room, Kitchen with bayed eating area, sun-lit enclosed porch, vintage accented
bath, basement Recreation room, nice yard with patio and beautiful plantings.
Great location.

WESTFIELD

$729,000

1920’s Colonial. Gracious home with traditional detail. New Kitchen with
granite, hardwood floors, Living Room with fireplace, central air conditioning,
22’x12’ Master Bedroom, new furnace and 200 amp electric, private rear yard
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Cranford Cougars Shut Out
Baseball Blue Devils, 5-0
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A strong pitching performance by
Jack McDonough backed by a threerun eruption in the first inning and a
thunderous home run in the seventh
provided the Cranford High School
baseball boys a 5-0 shutout victory
over Westfield on April 7 in Westfield.
McDonough who delivered an excellent fastball while mixing in several
curve balls held the Blue Devils to
two singles while walking three and
striking out seven.
“Their pitcher was sneaky fast, had
a very deceptive motion, was in the
strike zone and had enough pop to get
his fastball by on the inside,” pointed
out Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster. “We had one inning where
we had some people on, however we
just didn’t get the hit that we needed,
but that’s the game of baseball.”
The 2-1 Blue Devils received fine
pitching from junior Tom Rucciuti
who pitched six and two-third innings and allowed seven hits while
walking six and fanning one. Reliever Jay Anderson finished with a
strikeout.
Major league defensive heroics
were performed in the fourth inning
when Cougar John Zambolla had visions of swiping third, however
Rucciuti fully aware of his antics
fired a strike to third baseman Brandon Cuba for the pickoff. Junior
catcher Mike Murray teamed up with
Mike Diaz at second and shortstop
Josh Gerckens for two pickoff plays.
Additionally, Diaz executed three
shoelace top snags and Gerckens contributed with back-to-back putouts in
the sixth.
“This is our third game and we
haven’t had a game over two hours
which is absolutely amazing in high

Baseball Devils Topple
Montclair Boys, 4-2
The Westfield High School baseball team toppled Montclair, 4-2, in
the first round of the Carl Ricco Tournament in Watchung on April 9. Mike
Diaz ripped an RBI single in the fourth
and another in the seventh while Tom
Ricciuti added an RBI single for the
Blue Devils.
Junior lefthander Craig Ellis
pitched a two-hitter, fanned 10 and
walked six. Ryan Monday had both
hits for the 3-1 Mounties.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

WESTFIELD

school ball,” said Brewster. “Both
teams threw strikes, neither team
made an error, we made plays and
didn’t extend the innings. I thought
we played outstanding defense.”
In the top of the first, the 3-0 Cougars took the initiative and scored
three runs. Leadoff hitter Jamar
Ingram powered a shot that swirled in
the wind, then landed for a double.
Chris Drechsel ripped an RBI single
followed by Greg Van Horn and
Zambolla who contributed with respective RBI groundouts.
“Give Cranford credit for what they
did. They took advantage of that little
lapse where the ball dropped between
four guys,” said Brewster. “We had
talked about it. The wind was blowing and everyone needed to be ready.
I think when the ball was up there
everyone thought, ‘oh, it’s going to
someone else’, but those things happen.”
Both teams managed only one hit
each in the fourth inning and Diaz
had one of those. The Blue Devils
pressured the Cougars in the bottom
of the sixth with two outs when

Blue Devils Jolt
Lady Raiders, 10-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Murray drew a walk and Ricciuti
punched the first pitch to deep center.
McDonough however responded with
a strikeout.
“Ingram was the key to keep off the
bases for us since he can run so well,”
explained Murray. “Tom did a great
job. It’s just that we ran into a little
bad luck in the first inning. I thought
Tom really settled down after that and
did a good job hitting his spots and
corners. He kept the top of their lineup
off the bases. We just were not able to
push any runs across.”
In the seventh, the Cougars pushed
two runners across the plate when
Andy Ciencin lofted a long single
and Ingram stepped to the plate and
rocked a bomb over the right field
fence.
After the game, Ricciuti said, “I
really did not have very good control
with my cutter and my curve ball
today, so I worked the fastball mostly
and hit spots. I mixed in a couple of
cutters and curves here and there to
keep them off balance.”
Cranford
Westfield
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Blue Devil Boys Track
First 3 Meet Results:
HUSKIE RELAYS:
At Matawan, Blue Devils Rob
Broadbent (3:19.4), Jake Brandman
(54.3), John Gagliano (2:08.3) and
Jeff Perrella (4:28.3) placed first in the
distance medley with a time of 10:50.3.
Jay Hoban (2:12.5), Broadbent
(2:04.3), Eric Williams (2:11.4) and
Perrella (2:03.8) placed third in the
4x800 with a time of 8:32.4.
Mike Woods (11’6”) and Mike
Porch finished fourth in the pole vault
at 19’6”. Tyler MacCubbin (5’10”)
and Rich Scialabba (5’6”) took fourth
in the high jump. Brian Burdulia
(12.6), Brandman (11.5), Connor
Davis (12.2) and Scialabba (12.0)
took fifth in the 4x100 at 48.3. Jeff
Pazdro (145’2”) and Eric Courtney
placed sixth in the javelin at 226’8”.
KEARNY RELAYS:
Hoban (2:13.6), Brandman (53.6),
Ameer Rogers (3:33.6) and Perrella
(4:37.7) finished second in the distance medley at 11:18.9. Gagliano
(2:10.2), Hoban (2:09.7), Rogers
(2:07.6) and Perrella (2:04.4) took
second in the 4x800 at 8:33.1.
Scialabba (17’7”) and MacCubbin
(15’11”) placed fourth in the long

jump at 33’6”. MacCubbin (64.2),
Alex Kao (68.5) and Scialabba (73.5)
took sixth in the 3x400 hurdles at
3:26.2. Mike Henry (2:13.4), Evan
Friedman
(2:14.3),
Alex
Forstenhausler (2:19.4) and Alex
Tarlow (2:13.4) took first in the freshman 4x800.
WF. 85, CRANFORD 54:
MacCubbin (18’), Scialabba
(17’8.5”) and Mike Mathews
(13’11.5”) swept the long jump. Pat
Rizk (91’4”), Kyle Gibbons (88’6”)
and Pazdro (83’6”) swept the discus.
Pazdro (151’2”), Matt Ciarrocca
(79’3”) and Bryan Levine (79’2”)
swept the javelin. Scialabba (35’1”)
and Kao (34’2”) took 1-2 in the triple
jump. MacCubbin (5’6”) and
Scialabba (5’2”) took 2-3 in the high
jump.
MacCubbin (62.2) and Kao (64.2)
took 1-2 in the 400 hurdles. Brandman
(12.0) and Burdulia (12.1) took 1-2 in
the 100 meters. Perrella crossed first
in the 800 at 2:02.8. Broadbent (53.0)
and Brandman (53.8) took 1-3 in the
400. Brandman (24.4) took second in
the 200 and Raymond Chen placed
third in the 3,200.

Open House: Sun. 4/17 1-5 PM

$787,000
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIDING SAFELY HOME…Blue Devil Kristina Fietkiewicz slides safely home
in the first inning to complete a two-run homer as Raider catcher Lauren Mains
goes for the ball.

Westfield Places Second
At Devil Golf Invitational
The No. 6 ranked Westfield High
School golf team placed second with
a 328 total (six players) in the 12-hole
Blue Devil Invitational at Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield on April
11. Bergen Catholic, ranked No. 2,
took top honors with a team total of
315 and No. 12 St. Augustine placed
third with a 330 total.
Junior David Chung of Governor
Livingston shot a one-over-par 49,
sinking a 15-foot birdie putt on the
final hole, to win the individual title.
Five players finished in regulation
with scores of 50, which forced a
sudden-death playoff. John Olsen of

Bergen Catholic earned second on
the playoff’s first hole and Blue Devil
junior Jimmy Arbes finished third
followed by Bergen Catholic’s Mark
Costanza, Blue Devil Ryan Shallcross
and Bergen Catholic’s Brian Pannell.
Blue Devil Nick Petrarca finished
in a tie for eighth with a 52. Jack
Davis of Scotch Plains-Fanwood finished in a tie for 19th with a 56. Blue
Devils Garrett Cockren and Nick
Tropeano turned in scores of 58.

In the fifth, Flannery crushed a
double to center, advanced to third
and scored on a throwing error. The
Blue Devils added the final run in the
sixth when Olsen singled, robbed second, advanced to third and crossed
the plate on Jess Muskowitz’s bloop
single.
“I don’t know what happened today,” said Raider Head Coach Kelly
Covert. “We’re an aggressive team
and we’re right on every ball that
does come out; however, we needed
to focus today and we did not.
Westfield jumped on us early and
capitalized on errors that were made.”
As far as the lack of Raider firepower, Covert added, “We waited until
crunch time before we decided to
swing. They saw the stretch on the
scoreboard and thought that they
could get runs all at once, whereby
you can do it only one at a time.”
Westfield
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

201 511 0
010 000 0

Local High School
Varsity Golf Results:
APRIL 6:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 145, St.
Benedict’s Prep 190
(Scotch Hills, par 33)
SPF: Jack Davis, Mike Sprung
and Clayton Balsch 36; Brian
Halpin 37
St. Benedict’s: Matt Casey 39,
Neal Ross 46, Chris Hodge 52,
Larry Garrahty 53

TEAM RESULTS:
1. Bergen Catholic 315, 2. Westfield
328, St. Augustine 330, 4. Moorestown
337, 5. Mainland, St. Joseph (Montvale)
344, 7. Ridge 350, 8. Oratory 353

John Scholz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOUGH LOCAL GOLFERS…Blue Devil Jimmy Arbes, left, practices his putting prior to the Blue Devil Invitational. Arbes
was one of five golfers who finished in a five-way tie for second with a score of 50 for 12 holes, causing a sudden-death playoff.
After the playoff, Arbes finished third. Raider Jack Davis, right, practices his swing at Scotch Hills.

WESTFIELD

Classic Colonial

$649,000

Colonial Tudor with varied roof lines and stucco facade, lend storybook elegance to this beautiful home.
Highlights of this home include an open floor plan - a living room with fireplace, banquet size formal
dining room, gourmet eat-in kitchen, large great room, sun room, 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths plus a
finished recreation room. All this plus a 2 car garage with an attic for possible office/studio. Conveniently located to schools, town & NYC transportation. DIR: Dorian to Stoneleigh Park #13 (052000128)

Located in desired Wilson School District, this classic 9 room Colonial, near town center, tennis club,
park, library and NYC transportation, features a first floor bedroom with full bath & three more bedrooms
with full bath on the 2nd floor. Additional rooms include powder room, entrance foyer, eat-in kitchen,
formal dining room, living room w/stone faced fireplace and den. A large basement w/laundry area,
workroom, commode & storage. Fenced yard & patio complete this lovely home. (052000083)

$525,000
Open House: Sun. 4/17 1-5 PM
Well maintained, 7 room, 3 bedroom, two and a half bathroom Side Hall Colonial on beautfiul, quiet cul-desac. Move in condition. Home is situated next to wooded area and features eat-in kitchen with cherry
cabinets, three season room, deck, finished basement w/dry bar and three zone natural gas heated hot-water
baseboard heating on all floors. Both dining & living rooms have new oak laminate floors. Recently painted
interior and exterior. Generous storage and closet space. One car attached garage. Close to schools and
NYC train. DIR: Central Ave. to Clifton rt onto Dunham #947 (052000013)

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

10
1

Charming Colonial

$384,900

This lovely home features three bedrooms and 1 1/2 baths. Country kitchen includes beautiful wood
cabinetry, tile flooring & a vestibule with a breakfast bar and built-in wine rack. The finished basement
provides additional space for entertaining. Original wood molding throughout, parquet floors and a
decorative mantle in dining room. The fully fenced yard has a patio and a shed. Situated near shopping,
trains & schools, this is a must see. (052009988)
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Blue Devils Use Long Ball, ‘D’
To Top Baseball Raiders, 8-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY GOOD SCHOTT…Blue Devil attacker Andrew Schott, No. 5, scored two
goals and had four assists against Glen Rock.

Blue Devil Laxmen Tune Up,
Crumble GR Panthers, 14-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

backers on the football team.
“Dowling is in his first year. He’s
going to make some mistakes. As far
their intensity and the way they hit,
it’s good because it can take people
out of their game. He’s had some big
hits already this year and I anticipate
that they will continually do that,”
commented Benaquista.
With Schott setting up the offensive plays behind the Panther goal,
the Blue Devils scored two goals
within the first eight minutes. He fed
Simone and Sharkey, respectively, as
they charged the net to put Westfield
up, 2-0. Simone added the quarter’s
third goal on Bottini’s assist. Mixing
their offensive strategy somewhat, but
still penetrating deeply into the Panther zone for close-range shots, the
Blue Devils added five more goals in
the second quarter to take an 8-0 lead
at the half. Every goal was assisted.
Two of the Blue Devils’ four thirdquarter goals came unassisted and
only one came from long range. As-

sisted by Lau, Iannazzone, from the
middle, fired a 15-yarder into the net.
Geissler followed with an unassisted
wraparound stuff and Sharkey, on a
great set up from Bialick, added the
third goal. Patella netted the fourth
goal unassisted. In the final quarter,
DeRosa whipped in an unassisted onehop goal and Mattes scored the final
goal on an assist from Bialick.
“From a game like this, it’s so hard
to tell (the team’s progress). They
have a new program. They have a lot
of young kids,” expressed Benaquista.
“I didn’t think our intensity was where
it should have been; however, I
thought we did some good things but
we still need to grow a lot during the
year. Saturday is going to be a whole
different ball game against an ‘A’
team that we have tradition, going
back years with Montclair. It’s going
to be a heated game and we have to
bring our best game.”
Glen Rock
Westfield
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Zierler looped a single to left and
added a stolen base. Craig Ellis (1for-3, 1 RBI) gave Westfield a 3-1
lead with his RBI sacrifice fly. Later
in the inning, another Blue Devil,
who struck out, reached first when
the ball skid past the catcher.
“One of the reasons why I like this
field is because of the backstop. It’s
more like real baseball. Here you
have to block everything. Urban is a
fine catcher. He just had it tough
today. The pitcher had great breaking
stuff. He kept throwing it in the dirt,
and eventually, it’s going to take its
toll,” said Brewster.
In the fourth inning, the Blue Devils put the 2-2 Raiders on their heels
with three more runs, highlighted by
Bryan Power’s RBI single and
Zierler’s two-run shot over the rightcenterfield fence.
“I was getting outside fastballs all
day. I finally got an inside fastball I
could turn on, and I took it,” Zierler
described.
Westfield added two more cushion

runs in the sixth. Murray walked and
Ricciuti tapped an infield single. After a successful double steal, Power
was intentionally walked, Zierler
lofted an RBI sacrifice fly to center
and Sam Kim wiggled an RBI single.
“We had timely hits today. We had
more kids hitting the ball on the nose.
I’m pleased with that,” said Brewster.
Probably, the most pleasing occurrence to Brewster, however, was the
play of his infield. The 4-1 Blue Devil
infielders used sweet and quick hand
movements to turn three double plays
(DP). The first was a short (Ricciuti)to second (Diaz)-to first (Power) DP
in the fifth. The sequence was duplicated in the sixth then, in the seventh,
the DP came via second-to-short-tofirst to end the game.
“It’s a pitcher’s best friend,”
Brewster said of the double plays.
“These kids play together all the time.
They work so well to flip to each
other. It worked really well.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Westfield
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING THEM OFF-BALANCE…Blue Devil pitcher Billy Hearon tries to get
one by Raider Rob Moskal. Hearon held the Raiders to two hits until the seventh
inning when the Raiders scored a run on three hits.

22 Rodman Lane • Mountainside, NJ

THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS
ENJOY THE PROXIMITY TO WESTFIELD
AND ADVANTAGES OF MOUNTAINSIDE!

For additional information or a tour, please call:

Wende Devlin Gates
Sales Associate

908-233-5989, Direct Dial
908-403-2060, Cell

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 NORTH AVENUE, W. • (908) 233-0065

Kimberley A. Haley
Expect More

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002 & 2004

CHARMING CAPE ON QUIET CUL-DE-SAC
Charming Cape Cod home on a quiet cul-de-sac boasting 4 Bedrooms and 2 new
Bathrooms. This fine home offers a spacious eat-in Kitchen with custom crown molding,
new Pergo floors and white cabinetry. The formal Living Room is accented by crown
molding and warmed by the sun streaming through the picture window. The newly
renovated Recreation Room with new windows and recessed lights is an ideal gathering
place for family and friends. A new furnace with two zones, new hot water heater, fenced
rear yard with wooden deck, custom moldings and built - ins and two new Bathrooms make
this home the obvious choice.
Offered for $394,900.

Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage

908.301.2004 - Direct Line
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

that’s were it all ended. Although he
did make some very good shots, he
became a little inconsistent and I was
able to take advantage of that. I maintained my patience, waited for the
right shots and became aggressive in
my play to take the match.”
Blue Devil freshman Kevin
Shallcross rolled past freshman Ryan
Krueger in second singles, 6-4, 5-7,
6-0 and Blue Devil freshman Ravi
Netravali had little trouble beating
John Altman in third singles, 6-2, 6-3.
Senior Brian Kender and junior Lee
Bernstein stopped Raiders Jeremy
Sanders and Billy Albizati at first
doubles, 6-2, 6-0.
Describing their match, Kender
explained, “This is my third year and
this is his (Bernstein) first year playing doubles, so we’re still learning

Fred Lecomte for The Leader and The Times

Raider Jason Krueger (1st Singles)

how to work together, however we
had the right attitude coming in, that
we were going to win while (Blue
Devil Head) Coach Kapner told us
that they were just hoping to win. We
came out strong, played aggressive,
never let up and everything went well.”
Bernstein added, “Bryan told me to
just concentrate on getting my serves
in and win the point at net. You don’t
have to be a great server in doubles,
however it helps being able to place
the ball wherever you want to go and
Bryan is able to do that, which in turn
helps me to anticipate the volleys and
finish it off.”
In the second doubles match, senior Andrew Levy and sophomore
Jack Trimble rolled over Raiders
Greg Leischner and Scott Layden,
6-2, 6-3.

Local High School Boys Tennis Results:
APRIL 5:
MILLBURN 5, WESTFIELD 0

APRIL 7:
WESTFIELD 3, MONTCLAIR 2

Beautifully situated at the end of a tree-lined cul-de-sac
in the lovely Wychwood area, this truly spacious home
welcomes you with abundant room for all. A fire lit living
room, and formal dining room are enhanced by a sun room
that affords a marvelous view of the grounds. An eat-in
kitchen and comfy family room complement expansive
bedrooms, crafting wonderful private spaces. Desirable
features include multi-zone central-air & gas fired heat,
hardwood floors, moldings and custom built-ins.
Taxes: $7,779. (2004)

WF Blue Devils Down Rival
SP-F Raider Net Boys, 4-1

First singles: Brian Nalitt d. Alec
Wasserman, 6-1, 6-1
Second singles: Will Kendall d. Kevin
Shallcross, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Jon Kepniss d. Ravi
Netravali, 6-2, 4-6, 6-2
First doubles: Mark Berg and Mike
Flamm d. Brian Kender and Lee
Bernstein, 6-4, 6-2
Second doubles: Josh Israel and Ken
Flax d. Jon Ramalho and Jack Trimble,
6-4, 7-6 (8-6)

OPEN HOUSE THIS SUNDAY, APRIL 17, 1:00 TO 4:00 PM

Presented for $799,000.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EN ROUTE TO VICTORY…Blue Devils Brian Kender and Lee Bernstein battled
their way to victory over Raiders Billy Albizati and Jeremy Sanders at first doubles.

First singles: Nick Whipple (M) d. Alec
Wasserman, 6-4, 6-1
Second singles: Ravi Netravali (W) d.
Nick Miller, 7-5, 7-5
Third singles: Nick Brody (M) d. Evan
Eisenberg, 6-2, 6-1
First doubles: Brian Kender and Lee
Bernstein (W) d. Nick Bakshi and Zach
Ott, 7-6 (7-5), 6-2
Second doubles: Andrew Levy and Jack
Trimble (W) d. Parker Williams and Jake
Goldstein, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3

APRIL 8:
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD 4,
MADISON 1
First singles: Jason Krueger (S) d. Mike
Hoberman, 6-2, 6-1
Second singles: Ryan Krueger (S) d.
Jamie Russo, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2
Third singles: Andrew Hoberman (M) d.
John Altman, 6-3, 6-2
First doubles: Jeremy Sanders and Billy
Albizati (S) d. Piero Becker and Ian
Reichek, 6-3, 2-6, 6-4
Second doubles: Greg Leischner and
Scott Leyden (S) d. Shou Tekayama
and Brendan Hennessey, 6-3, 6-3

WESTFIELD 3, OLD BRIDGE 2
First singles: Ryan Guibo (O) d. Alec
Wasserman, 4-6, 7-5, 6-3
Second singles: Jaisal Patel (O) d. Kevin
Shallcross, 6-2, 5-4 (injury default)
Third singles: Ravi Netravali (W) d. Sunil
Kesavan, 6-2, 5-7, 6-1
First doubles: Brian Kender and Lee
Bernstein (W) d. Greg Diobnis and Joe
Iacona, 6-1, 6-1
Second doubles: Jack Trimble and Joh
Ramalho (W) d. Arkady Vidgop and
Gene Grinberg, 6-2, 6-0

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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WTA Announces
Men’s Spring Tourney
The Westfield Tennis Association (WTA) will have an Open
Men’s Singles tennis tournament
to be held from April 30 to May 1
for “A” and “B” brackets. Open
Men’s Doubles will be on May 8
and Senior (65+) Men’s Doubles
will be held in the afternoon of
April 30.
Awards will be provided, as will
be tennis balls, water and “WTA”
shirts to the first 25 people to sign
up. The cost is $20 per person and
$40 per team. Play will commence
at Tamaques Park. This is a tradition that the WTA has maintained
for a number of years.
You can sign up by sending a
check to PO Box 125, Westfield,
07091 or by filling out the form
found at www.westfieldnj.com/
wta. The tournament coordinator
is Mike McGlynn, who can be
reached
at
mike987654@comcast.net for further information. The deadline is
April 25. Check the website for
possible women’s or mixed doubles
tournaments later in the season.

WF’s Alexander Makes
Nationals in Diving
Oria Alexander, a fourth grader at
Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield, placed fourth in the 11and-under USA Diving sanctioned,
Junior Olympic three-meter board
competition at the Region 2 championships in Akron Ohio on April 2-3.
Oria also placed first on the onemeter board with a personal-best
score of 164.5 to become the Region
2 champion and qualify for nationals. The top six places go on to National competition in Georgia the
last weekend in April.
For these meets her team, Lords of
The Boards, becames part of a larger
team, which consists of several teams
in the state, called The New Jersey
Rebels, which placed third in the
Region 2 team competition.

to South Chestnut Street and then
proceeding to Gumbert Fields, where
there will be opening ceremonies,
food, fun and festivities.
There will be a carnival for the
children and traditional ballpark food
and souvenirs will be sold – hot
dogs, pizza, popcorn, cotton candy,
ice cream, etc. WBL apparel including t-shirts, sweatshirts and logo
items will be sold.
Teams will march together, by
grade, beginning with kindergarten
T-ball players. Parents are welcome
to walk with their younger children.
Drop off at Mindowaskin Park will
take place beginning at 9:30 a.m.
There will be no parking or driving
in Mindowaskin. Parents will be able
to drive into the Municipal Building
Parking Lot to drop off their children
or park on nearby streets and walk
into the park. Coaches will be holding signs to identify their teams.
Children should wear their spring
team uniforms, if they have them, or
past years’ Westfield baseball uniforms. All participants will receive
an Opening Day commemorative pin.
The Westfield Baseball League
sponsors spring, summer and fall
baseball programs as well as traveling leagues.

SP-F 12U Nine Sweeps
Piscataway Chiefs
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SPF) Youth Baseball 12 and under
Cerbo team opened its season with
a sweep of the Piscataway Chiefs.
Joe Carroll blasted a three-run
homer with two outs in the first
inning to ignite SPF to a convincing
game one win. Carroll finished with
five RBI, while Ryan Haggerty,
Mike Perez and John Foti each had
two RBI. Mike Spaeth scored three
times, while Daniel Lesce, Perez,
Alex Graham and Anthony Scalfaro
each scored twice. Brian Dempsey
got the win with relief help from
Alex Graham.
In game two, SPF hammered out
18 hits, highlighted by home runs
from Perez and Carroll. It was
Carroll’s second three-run homer
of the day. Sean Reilly had three
RBI in the game that saw every
member of the SPF squad score at
least one run. Conner Thompson
scored four times, while Nowell
Whitehouse collected two base hits
and scored twice. Superb pitching
by Carroll, Whitehouse, Reilly and
Haggerty held the Chiefs to two
runs.
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WF/SP Diamond Dogs Nip
Morris Plains 14’s, 7-6

Westfield Baseball Kicks Off
Annual Opening Day Parade
On Saturday, April 16, (rain date
April 23), Westfield Baseball will
kick off its spring season with its
Second Annual Opening Day Ceremonies and Parade. More than 1,000
Westfield school children are expected to walk through the streets of
town in celebration of Opening Day.
All teams will march with their
coaches from Mindowaskin Park and
will proceed down Euclid Street,
turning onto East Broad, marching

Thursday, April 14, 2005

David B. Corbin (February, 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAT CHAMPS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Jr. Raiders Sean Cannon, left, and
Brian Lapham qualified for the New Jersey Wrestling Federation State Tournament in February. Lapham recently won the Middle Atlantic Wrestling Association Southern Regional 65-lb Bantam title at Salisbury, Md.

Baltusrol Golf Club Gets
Ready to Host The Masters
As Tiger Woods, Vijay Singh, Phil
Mickelson and the world’s best golfers prepare to tee it up for the first
major of 2005 – The Masters – officials from the PGA of America and
Baltusrol Golf Club are actively preparing for the season’s final major,
the 87th PGA Championship, which
will take place in Springfield from
Monday through Sunday, August 8
to 14.
Officials from the PGA of America
have announced that tickets remain
available to see golf’s greatest field
of international players compete for
the coveted Wanamaker Trophy as
the PGA Championship, the last leg
of golf’s Grand Slam, returns to New
Jersey for the first time in 63 years.
Tickets can be purchased online at
www.pga2005.com, or by calling 1800-PGA-TCKT.
“While golf fans can still purchase
tickets, we are expecting a fast sellout as we generally see our biggest
surge for PGA Championship tickets at the start of spring, when golf
season gets underway,” said Andy
Bush, Tournament Director, 87th
PGA Championship.
“With Vijay Singh defending his
title at Baltusrol Golf Club, and Tiger
Woods making his first professional
appearance in New Jersey, the 87th
PGA Championship will be an event
for the ages for any golf fan living in
New Jersey or the New York-Metropolitan area,” said John Huneke,
Chairman, 87th PGA Championship.
In capturing the 86th PGA Cham-

See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com

pionship, at Whistling Straits in
Kohler, Wisconsin, Vijay Singh
bested a field that included 95 of the
top 100 golfers in the world.
An equally strong field is expected
to compete in the 87th PGA Championship, which was last played in
the Garden State in 1942 at Seaview
Country Club in Atlantic City, where
golf legend Sam Snead captured the
first of his seven major championships.
During its 109-year history, Baltusrol
Golf Club has hosted 15 national golf
championships, including seven U.S.
Open Championships, four U.S. Amateur Championships, two Women’s
U.S. Open Championships and two
U.S. Women’s Amateur Championships. The championships at Baltusrol,
which have been some of golf’s most
memorable, are highlighted by the great
Jack Nicklaus who captured two major championships at Baltusrol.

GS Yankees Looking
For Baseball Players
The Garden State Yankees need
players for a 14U and 16U summer
baseball team. Each team plays a 28game summer schedule including
three tournaments and possibly extra games under the lights.
All players will need to be registered by April 19 to be assured a
roster spot. We also welcome referral and groups of players looking for
a team. For more information, please
contact
by
e-mail
at
john.gsbl@gmail.com or by phone
at (732) 382-4610. Older players are
welcome to contact us as well.

The Diamond Dogs baseball club,
a group of 14-year-olds from
Westfield and Scotch Plains, opened
the spring baseball season with a 76 win at Morris Plains on April 9.
Pitching was a concern heading
into opening day as the Diamond
Dogs were missing four starters.
But Chris Jenkins (three innings,
two hits), Colin Grimm (four innings, five hits) and Nick Bonadies
(two innings, four hits) did an outstanding job in limiting Morris
Plains to just three earned runs.
The Diamond Dogs recorded three
double plays, including one to end
the sixth inning. With the bases
loaded and one out, Grimm induced
a ground ball to shortstop Todd
Saunders. Moving far to his left,
Saunders scooped the ball and
flipped to second baseman Anthony
D’Annunzio, who barehanded the
flip and fired to first, where Jenkins

Brian Lapham Wins
MAWA Mat Tourney
SCOTCH PLAINS – On April 2,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Jr. Raider
Brian Lapham, a 65-lb Bantam, won
the Middle Atlantic Wrestling Association (MAWA) Southern Preliminary District Tournament in
Toms River and qualified to advance to the Southern Regional
Championship in Salisbury, Md. on
April 9-10.
Last weekend, he won the
(MAWA) Southern Regional Championship in Salisbury, Md. As a result, he qualified to advance to the
Eastern National Championships
next weekend (April 16-17) at Penn
State University.
Lapham is a second grader at
Coles Elementary School and is
coached by Mike Ridge and Steve
Cannon.
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
CONTRACTOR: Richard C. Mariani,
Esq.; Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak
& Steward, P.C.; 10 Madison Avenue;
Morristown, New Jersey 07960
NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special legal counsel for Township Manager Thomas E. Atkins in the confidential
employment matter (C-II vs. Scotch Plains)
DURATION: Completion of matter.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $7,500. to be
applied toward fees and costs for those
services which shall be subject to the
approval of the Township Attorney and
which are not covered by insurance.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/14/05, The Times
Fee: $20.91

made a nice pick to end the threat.
In the bottom of the ninth, with a
runner on second and the Diamond
Dogs up by one, centerfielder Steven
Anzalone snagged a line drive and
threw to D’Annunzio, who stepped
on second base to double up the
runner. Bonadies then recorded a
strikeout to end the game.
Offensively, Anzalone led an 11hit attack with three hits and two
runs scored. Jenkins, Tyler Della
Badia and Michael Lauricella had
two hits apiece while Brendan
Burgdorf and Bonadies also singled.
Billy Johnston scored a run.
The Diamond Dogs will play
Wayne on Saturday at 4 p.m. at
Forest Road Park in Fanwood.

SP-F Soccer Assn.
To Hold Elections
The Annual General Meeting
and Elections of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association will be held Tuesday, April
19, at 8 p.m. at Scotch Hills
Country Club on Jerusalem Road
in Scotch Plains.
All Executive Board positions
are up for election; the nominees
are: President, Jim Fawcett; Executive Vice President, Joe
Krakora; Vice President House
League, Dave Bernstein; Vice
President Intercounty, Carmine
Bianco; Vice President Operations, Sean Murphy; Vice President Travel, Tom DiGiacomo;
Secretary, Dorrie Ross; Treasurer, Greg Giardiello. Further
information is available on the
association’s website at
scotchplainsfanwoodsoccer.com.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
SCHOOL DISTRICT
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
May 3, 2005 at 11:00 a.m. sealed bids will
be received, opened and read in public by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education at the office of the Business Administrator at Evergreen Avenue & Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
for the following:
TYPE “B” SCHOOL VEHICLE
Specifications and full information may
be obtained upon request at the Business
Office of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education, Evergreen Avenue & Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE SCOTCH PLAINSFANWOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
Anthony Del Sordi
Board Secretary
1 T - 4/14/05, The Times
Fee: $23.97

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Scotch Plains
$999,999
Total refinement. CH colonial on nearly 2 lush acres. 10
rooms, 5 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, huge 2 story great room.
Top location. WSF0227

Westfield

Better than new, 3 yrs young. Apprx 2800 sq ft colonial. 4
bedrooms, state of the art kitchen, library, patio, fenced yard.
WSF0065

$959,900

Westfield
$569,000
Fabulous condition & location! Immaculate home completely renovated. Within an easy walk to Tamaques Park
and schools. WSF0107

Westfield
$1,495,000
Timeless, classic Williamsburg colonial in historic
Stoneleigh Park. Generously proportioned, meticulously
maintained. WSF0196

Westfield
$499,900
Walk to schools, town, transportation from this charming
colonial. Open porch, family room, deck, eat-in kitchen.
WSF0210

Westfield
$1,555,000
Elegant CH colonial. Custom built on private cul-de-sac.
2 story family room w/fireplace, huge dining room. Superb
quality. WSF0421

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services 877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division 800-575-0952

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue
Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Mobility Broker Network

©2004, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Two-Day Sport Program, ages 5 to
11. Qualified sports instructors will
teach many different sports in this
program, which includes hockey, net
ball, bocce, lacrosse, and cricket. The
program will be held at Kramer Manor
Park from 9 to 1 p.m. on Wednesday
and on Thursday, April 27 and 28. The
cost is $60 for residents and $65 for
non-residents. In case of rain, the program will be moved indoors to a school
facility.
Scrapbook Studio, ages 7 to 14,
This program includes title work,
cropping and creative lettering. Each
student enrolled will receive a professional quality scrapbook album, page
protectors and all the materials needed.
Students should bring 10 to 12 photos
to the first class. Classes will be held
on Mondays, April 4 through May 9,
from 4 to 5 p.m. at the Scotch Hills
Country Club. Registration is $75 per
person.
Fun-tastic Foam, ages 7 to 14. Children will learn to create keychains,
journals and flower pots, using foam
board. The program will be offered on
Mondays from April 4 to May 9, from
5 to 6 p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country
Club. There will be no class on April
25. Registration is $75 per person.
Science Fun, ages 5 to 12. In this
hands-on six-week program, children
will create take-home projects. Topics will include: Watts-Up, Magnetic
Magic, Optical Illusions, Lights Color

Action, Slime, and Sonic Sounds. The
program will be offered on Wednesdays from April 13 to May 25 from
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the Towne House
in Green Forest Park. Registration is
$75 per person.
Preschool Science Workshop, ages
3 to 5. This four-workshop program
includes topics on colors, dinosaurs,
senses and more. Parents are encouraged to participate in this program.
The workshop will be offered on
Wednesdays, from April 13 to May 11
from 3:15 to 4 p.m. at the Towne
House in Green Forest Park. Registration $55 per person.
Girls softball clinic, Kindergarten
to second grade. This eight-week instructional program will teach children the basic skills and rules of softball. No permanent teams will be created. Parent volunteers are needed to
assist Shon Briggs with this program,
which will be offered on Wednesdays
from May 4 to June 22 from 4 to 5 p.m.
Registration is $45 per child.
Summer Parks, ages 6 to 12, and
Small Fry Program, ages 3 to 5. Reg-

istration for this program begins Saturday, April 16, from 9 a.m. to noon in
Room 113 of the Municipal Building.
Registration is $40 before June 10
and $50 after June 13. Space is limited on all trips on the Small Fry
program.
Willie Wilson Baseball Camp, ages
10 to 16, boys and girls. This camp
will be held from August 16 to 19
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Details will
follow on this camp.
Trip to Vanity Fair Outlets, Wednesday April 20. The bus will depart from
the Municipal Building at 8:30 a.m.
and travel to the Vanity Fair Shopping
Outlets in Reading, Pa. The bus will
return to the parking lot at 5 p.m. The
trip will be held rain or shine. The cost
is $20 per person.
Beginner Tennis Lessons for adults
and children, aged 8 to 12. Classes are
limited to 12 students. Students must
bring a racquet and a can of balls.
Registration will be held from April 5
to 22. The lessons will be given in two
sessions. Session one runs Mondays
and Wednesdays, May 2 to 25, from 7

to 8 p.m. Session 2 runs Mondays and
Wednesdays from June 6 to 29. The
cost is $45 per person but $50 after
April 22. Children’s times are from 6 to
7 p.m. All classes are held at Kramer
Manor Park.
Teen Event, The Recreation Commission and Municipal Alliance Committee will offer this program on
Thursday, June 16, on the Village
Green from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Pingpong, knok hockey, and basketball
will be featured along with a DJ. Chaperones are needed. There is no fee to
attend this event.
Multi Sport Camp, The Recreation
Department will once again offer this
camp at Kramer Manor Park from
July 18 to 22 for ages 5 to 7, at $147
per person, and for ages 7 to 14, at
$169 per person.

College Club Members
To Hear Talk on Roses
FANWOOD – Dr. Eve Shaw, a certified Master Gardener of the Union
County Cooperative Extension, will
speak at the Monday, April 18, meeting of the College Club of FanwoodScotch Plains.
In anticipation of the coming spring
weather, the program will focus on a
traditional floral favorite – roses. The
program will immediately follow the
club’s monthly meeting at 7:30 p.m.
at Union Catholic High School, located at 1600 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.
The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains awards scholarships to young
women. For further information, please
call Carolyn at (908) 233-2948.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Junior Optimists Kick Off
Annual Photo Contest
WESTFIELD – The Junior Optimist
Club of Westfield has announced the
start of its annual Photography Contest
for children and teenagers in kindergarten through grade 12. This year’s
contest features the theme “Animals in
Action.”
Gift certificates and other prizes will
be awarded to the first and second place
finishers in each age group. The three
age groups will be Grades kindergarten to 3, 4 to 7, and 8 to 12.
Children interested in participating
must submit one color photograph of
an animal, either a pet or an animal in
nature, no smaller than four by six
inches. The child’s name, age, grade,

address and telephone number should
be printed on the back of the photograph.
Entries must be received no later
than Saturday, April 30, and should be
forwarded to the Junior Optimist Club,
in care of Sara Lesko, 530 Elm Street,
Westfield 07090.
Formed nine years ago by the Optimist Club of Westfield, the Junior Optimist Club is comprised of Westfield
High School students. These young
people are involved in community service projects such as the Recreation
Commission’s Haunted House and
Tamaques Fun Run, PANDA Drug
Awareness Week and a holiday toy drive.

JCC ‘Battle of the Bands’
On Tap Saturday Night
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish Community Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey will hold its Fourth Annual Battle of
the Bands this Saturday, April 16, at 8 p.m.
at its Wilf Jewish Community Campus,
1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Eight local teenage bands will be
showcased, including Selsius, The
Broadcast, Forrester, The Bus, Nonetheless, Yet Another Day, The Mafia
and Fresh Produce. They represent an
eclectic mix of styles, ranging from ska
to alt punk to funk rock.
These bands will compete for the
Grand Prize of $250, plus the chance to
open for a nationally touring band at

the Fall 2005 Music on Martine concert. Runner-up prizes of $100 and $50
also will be awarded. Winners will be
chosen by a panel of judges who will
evaluate and grade different aspects of
the bands’ performances.
All teenagers in ninth through 12th
grades are invited to attend this event.
Compact disks and promotional material from bands also will be on sale, and
door prizes will be awarded throughout the evening.
Tickets are $8 in advance and $10 at
the door. For tickets and other information, please call Mike Goldstein at (908)
889-8800, extension no. 218.

EXCEPTIONAL HOME IN PREMIER NEIGHBORHOOD
Nestled in a setting that exudes tranquility, this embracing center hall Colonial is
situated on one of Westfield’s most desirable streets. A mixture of grace and
charm, this exceptional residence keeps company among the finest homes
bordering Echo Lake Country Club. Just steps from the walking path onto the golf
course and situated in a quiet Wychwood neighborhood, this fine home combines
traditional architecture with today’s modern amenities. The exceptional quality of
this charming home is evident at first glance. It is a turn-key jewel awaiting a most
Offered for $1,450,000
discerning buyer.

Looking out over the beautifully manicured Echo Lake Golf course, this exquisite Westfield Center Hall Colonial wraps you in rich colors that enliven your spirit. Hardwood floors, interior
French doors, moldings and refined details mingle with truly handsome updates crafting an unsurpassed interior. Elegant entertaining is celebrated in the living room with marble fireplace
and formal dining room with outstanding embellishments. With room for the entire family, this
home offers a sun dappled family room, a marvelous updated kitchen with adjoining sitting
room, office and a wonderful rec room. Private spaces include a delightful master with luxurious bath and three more nicely sized bedrooms. Enhancing this lovely setting is a splendid yard
boasting a blue stone patio, attractive plantings, circular drive and a rolling lawn. Presented for
$1,395,000.
For additional information or your private tour call:

COLDWELL BANKER

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
908-233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2004

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 233-5555

Susan M. Checchio
Direct Line: 908.301.2014
SueChecchio@coldwellbanker.com
www.WestfieldNJRealtor.com

Kimberley A. Haley
Direct Line: 908.301.2004
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com
www.KimHaley.com

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

Brand New Listing!!

Open House this Sunday, April 17th from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm
758 Castleman Drive
Westfield… “A man’s home is his castle” and so it truly is with this wonderful 4 bedroom Colonial home. With its
well thought out floor plan, including spacious rooms and easy traffic patterns, this home is solidly built. Stepping
through the foyer into the living room with its centerpiece fireplace with built-ins, you will be warmed by the sunlight
filled bay window. The graciousness of the formal dining room is further accentuated by the adjacent screened porch
which overlooks the fenced backyard. Generous bedrooms, a family room addition, eat-in kitchen with its own breakfast nook, and a finished basement round out this exceptional house.

Add to all this a great location and it’s plain to see that this exceptional
residence won’t be available for long…at $650,000.

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

www.NJTopHomes.com

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Housing Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc. All information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555

Westfield

$1,150,000

Beautiful new home to be built by Michael Mahoney on quiet oval featuring a Living
Room; Formal Dining Room; Kitchen w/granite counter tops; Family Room w/fplc;
Conservatory; 4 Bedrooms; 2 ½ baths including a Master Suite w/full bath and his and
her’s walk in closets and 2nd floor laundry. WSF0160

FRANK D. ISOLDI

Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent - Westfield Office 2004
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2004
Platinum Level: 2004
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555
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Westfield PTO Presidents Urge
Voters to Support School Budget

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 & 5

Westfield Resident Says ‘Voting or Not,
We Actually Have No Say’ in Outcome
The (Westfield) School Board is sending out requests via e-mail to vote. No
matter how we vote, it is non-binding and
they can override your vote.
After all is said and done, we actually
have no say; and worst of all, we have no
idea of the accounting. We voted two
years ago and the board put items in the
budget that were never purchased.
The board was made aware they were
not providing a proper viewing area at the
field for the handicapped while building
the new field house, but they appear not to
care even though it is a law. Last year,
money was voted on for new lighting and
sound at the high school but it has yet to
be purchased or installed. Instead they
spent several thousand dollars on lighting
and sound rental.
Will the board follow this year’s budget? Probably not. This is not a small

amount of money, so where did it go? Is
the stage safe for the students? There is
wiring that is actually dried out. It is so
old, and there are missing junction box
covers, and partial working light bars. Is
this safe?
But we have no control of this, and no
matter how we vote, it is the control of the
board to do what it wants. Why are we as
voters wasting our time? Why do we need
to vote while the board will do what it
wants anyway?
Aren’t taxes high enough that we should
have more say, more control and more
accounting? What would be better — we
all vote against the board and send a
message or don’t vote and let them know
we are wasting our time?
Greg Ryan
Westfield

Congressman Ferguson’s Judgement Was
Clouded by Campaign Contributions
Our Congressman, Mike Ferguson,
says he is a moderate Republican, yet his
actions speak louder than his words.
Recently, he voted to change the rules
of the House Ethics Committee to make it
harder to go after the ethically challenged
Tom DeLay. This is a man who accepted
a trip to Moscow underwritten by Russian
lobbyists and paid his wife and daughter
more than $500,000.
Then there are Mr. DeLay’s threats to
judges who have the temerity to try to
uphold the law as they see it, rather than
march in lockstep with Mr. DeLay’s reactionary opinions. When we’ve seen several recent violent crimes against judges
and their families, one wonders whether
Mr. DeLay would be happier in a dictatorship.

Even Dick Cheney said he went too far
on that one. Of course, perhaps Mr.
Ferguson’s judgment is clouded by the tens
of thousands of dollars he accepted from
Mr. DeLay’s political action committee.
The Democratic party is often accused
of being fractious and unable to come to
a unified position. Will Rogers said, “I
belong to no organized political party.
I’m a Democrat.” But at least the Democrats allow reasonable people to disagree.
Mr. Ferguson has shown his true colors
by being unwilling to denounce Tom
DeLay for his ethics violations and his
unconscionable threats to an independent
judiciary, one of the cornerstones of our
democracy.
Victor Sloan, MD
Scotch Plains

To continue the tradition of our schools’
excellence, the Westfield Board of Education budget proposal for the next year
includes several necessary and exciting
additions. These additions highlight the
board’s commitment to focus on academic
achievements, professional development
opportunities for instructional staff and
increasing communication and community engagement.
Some items include the addition of new
personnel at the high school level to meet
the growing enrollment demand, to maintain good class sizes, and encourage student participation. New curricula and textbooks at all levels will continue excellence in education. At the elementary level
a new language arts curricula is planned to
emphasize reading, writing, grammar,
spelling and phonics.
At the intermediate level a revised science curricula will be introduced; and at the
high school level, two new mathematics
courses and revised foreign language, biology and physical education courses are
planned. There will be ongoing training for
all teachers targeting differentiated instruction, technology and new curricula. To
improve students’ skills and enhance learning, technology initiatives include new
leased computers in every second grade
classroom, technology and software for
music and art teachers, and new leased
computers in every school library for the
circulation desk and student research.
There were more items that could have
been included, however, the board of edu-

cation realizes its obligation to the taxpayer to be fiscally prudent. More information can be accessed on the Internet at
http://westfieldnj.com and on TV36 in the
school budget video.
This year the Westfield Board of Education has announced that the ballot order
at voting booths on April 19th is as follows:
Alice C. Hunnicutt, Gary McGready,
Steven F. Dorry, William B. Ziff and Ann
Ormsby Cary. There are three seats up for
election: Arlene Gardner’s, Alice
Hunnicutt’s and William Ziff’s. Arlene
Gardner has announced that she will not
seek another term. The School Election is
Tuesday, April 19th. Regular polling places
are open from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. We will be
voting “yes” for the school budget and we
hope you will do the same.
Editor’s note: The following letter was
signed by all presidents of parent-teacher
organizations in the Westfield Public Schools:
Eileen Passananti, Westfield High School;
Vivian Strano, Edison Intermediate School;
Dana Rollieri, Edison Intermediate School;
Cindy Gallagher, Roosevelt Intermediate
School; Dierdre Gelinne, Roosevelt Intermediate School; Sara Mckeown, Franklin
School; Jackie Cash, Franklin School; Rose
Hughes, Jefferson School; Carol
Fahrenthold, Tamaques School; Ann Ormsby
Cary, Tamaques School; Nancy Hartzell,
Washington School; Kelley Komar, Wilson
School, and Laura Napolitano, Wilson
School.
Nancy Musat, President
Westfield Parent Teacher Council
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Registration to Begin Soon
For Senior Citizen Trips
SCOTCH PLAINS – Continuing
its policy of offering subsidized trips,
the Scotch Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Committee has announced two
upcoming trips.
Registration will begin on Monday, April 18, for Scotch Plains residents and Monday, April 25, for nonresidents to see a performance of the
musical Ragtime at 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, July 16, at the Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn.
Due to management policy, registration must be completed several
months prior to the performance.
Registration may be done in the Recreation Office of the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building, located at 430
Park Avenue.
The cost is $44 for residents and
$45 for non-residents. This ticket price

is for orchestra seats, and the theater
is handicapped accessible. The bus
will leave from the Municipal Building at 1 p.m.
On Wednesday, May 25, there will be
a trip to the Newark Museum for a
program entitled “Here Comes the
Brides.” The group’s visit will cover
Alice Ballantine’s 1899 wedding to
HenryYoung, Jr. in the Ballantine House.
The cost of the trip is $5 (the
museum’s entrance fee). Registration
will take place in the Recreation Office beginning Monday, May 2, for
Scotch Plains residents and Monday,
May 9, for non-residents.
Participants will leave by bus from
the Municipal Building parking lot at
11 a.m. The museum has a snack bar
for those who wish to eat lunch after
the 12:30 p.m. tour.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

C ongratulations

Frank D. Isoldi

Naasa Sherbeini

Hye-Young Choi

Coldwell Banker has been helping families buy and sell homes for nearly a century.
Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the
nation. These are three of our agents who exemplify our commitment to the highest
standards of professionalism, integrity and service.
Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
1-888-317-5416
The fastest, simplest, most convenient way home

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

STATELY FRENCH CHATEAU
Location and quality throughout! “Old World Charm” with uncompromising attention to detail. Spanning off the foyer are glorious proportioned rooms,
articulated with classic appointments. The two-story sweeping staircase is accented by panoramic windows. The formal areas of the home include an elegant,
banquet sized dining room with applied moldings, adjacent to a formal living room warmed by a cast stone fireplace and a wall of windows. The state-of-theart kitchen is a gourmet chef’s ultimate dream, replete with professional appliances and lavish materials for superior looks and performance. The family room
hosts a hand cut stone fireplace opening onto a mahogany porch with stone pillars and iron railing. A private, mahogany paneled library is accessed by French
doors and features custom built-ins and hardwood flooring. The standard of elegance is also duplicated in the master bedroom suite complete with balcony
and luxurious, travertine marble bath.

Weic he r t

Weichert

This extraordinary residence is comprised of 14 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 5 full baths and a finished, walkout, lower level for entertainment and children’s
needs. This home is one of Westfield’s finest and is located in an area of comparable homes. For your private tour and a list of amenities, call Betty
Lynch 908-419-5141. $3,150,000 WSF 0215

Weichert

For additional information or your private tour call…

BETTY LYNCH

Broker / Sales Associate

c he r t

With the perfect blend of charm and sophistication, this sun-filled
Westfield Center Hall Colonial envelopes you with a gracious
flow. Gleaming hardwood floors and an abundance of windows
adorn the many delightful rooms. The lighthearted living room
and formal dining room possess an ambiance of casual elegance.
Relax in the family room and adjoining updated kitchen with sizeable eating area. An unbelievably spacious master bedroom with
walk-in closet & full bath accompanies three more nice sized
bedrooms; all with generous closet space. First floor laundry facilities, expansive rec room and a wonderful fenced backyard enhance the allure of this home. Add a quiet cul-de-sac location
that is close to schools & town and you have an irresistible opportunity for you and your family. Presented for $689,000.

Weic he r t

CELL: 908-419-5141
bettlync@att.net

Jill Skibinsky, Sales Associate
(908) 233-6841, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004, Silver Level

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, W. · (908) 233-0065

908-233-5555

Hye-Young Choi

he r t

Open House: Sun. 4/17 1-5 PM

Weic1994-2003
he r t
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office
10 Consecutive Years
email: hye-young@att.net

715 Kimball Avenue, Westfield

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

Fabulous Weichert Exclusive

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 17th • 1-4 PM
104 Nelson Place, Westfield

WESTFIELD . . . Beautifully renovated 3 bedroom, 2 bath Colonial Split Level
in Wychwood area. Arched doorways, formal dining room and updated
kitchen with breakfast bar. A screened porch off the dining room overlooks
patio and private fenced yard. Master suite addition includes full bath, abundant closets and storage and office alcove. Two additional bedrooms, family
room and new gas heat and central air. Close to town, schools & transportation. DIR: Wychwood or N. Chestnut to Kimball $749,900 (052000220)

weichert.com

Call For
More Information!

Invite Niki in,
and she’ll bring results!

Niki Fry
weichert.com
WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

Charming, sunny Col home in pristine condition. 4 BRS, HWDFLRS, moldings, LR w/FPL.
Den has BI’s, FDR, Kitchen with BI Breakfast Nook. Exceptional garden with Wisteria covered
brick patio and Gazebo. Close to town, trans, schools. WSF0234 $599,000

WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD . . . Beautifully maintained & updated 4 bedroom, 2.5
bath Split on tree lined street. Large landscaped backyard opens to
the park. The home features a new kitchen w/stainless steel appliances, granite counters & breakfast bar. New: HV AC, windows,
vinyl cedar siding, Timberline roof & updated electric. The master
bedroom has new master bath. The 3rd fl. bedroom features plenty
of light w/Velux roof windows. The ground fl. has a large family
room, laundry utility room, powder room & french doors to the
brick paver patio. $724,900 (052000214)

weichert.com

Call For
More Information!

Invite David in,
and he’ll bring results!

David Ackerman
weichert.com
WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie
(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp.
needed. Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req.,
min. 4 hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr.
coverage. Wkday 9am - 1 pm or
1-5pm slots are perfect for parents of school children. Childcare
reimbursement available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.
Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

X-RAY TECHNICIAN

PT X-Ray Technician
needed for thriving
Westfield orthopaedic office.
Friendly environment, benefits.
Fax resumes to (908) 232-0540
WAIT STAFF

Private Country Club located in
Westfield, NJ is seeking to hire
professional Wait Staff, competitive
wages, full & part time positions
avail. Exp. preferred but not nec.
Please call (908) 232-4141.

HIGH ENERGY TEACHERS

Seeking High Energy Teachers
for an exciting new art enrichment
program for children ages 20
months through Grade 6. Classes
will be offered in day care,
preschool, community centers and
after school programs. Part-time,
flexible schedule available, 10+
hours per week to start.
Solid experience working with
young children and/or degree in
early childhood development &
education a must. No art
experience necessary, will train.
Own transportation necessary for
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Cranford,
Summit, Short Hills/Millburn and
neighboring areas. Email resume/
CV to Lisa Goldenberg at
lgoldenberg@abrakadoodle.com

HELP WANTED

Marketing/Office Coordinator
Strong Computer Background
Required. Part-time or Full-time.
Call (908) 322-4674 or
fax resume to (908) 322-4694
HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.
Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers

GARAGE SALE

COMPUTER HOME SERVICE

WESTFIELD
Saturday, April 16, 9am-2pm
719 Warren Street
Something for everyone!
Lots of baby stuff.
Raindate: Sunday, April 17

Free Estimate at your house. PC
& Mac repair, upgrades, virus
removal, software, wireless
installations. Call Katie & Mark
(908) 494-5409
EXPERIENCED BABYSITTER

BEDROOM SET

College student with car seeks
summer job. Available 5/22.
Excellent references.
Call (908) 531-1449

6 pcs. Cherry wood sleigh bed,
dresser & mirror and night
stand. New still in box.
Value $3500 sacrifice $1275
(732) 259-6690

CLEANING SERVICE

Honest lady to clean your
house, office or apartment.
Have references, transportation
& 15 years experience.
(908) 354-4941

COMPACT KITCHEN UNIT

Brand new 2-burner electric
stove, sink and refrig/freezer
unit. $650. Great for apts/office.
Call (908) 232-9178 after 5pm.

MATH TUTOR
COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

Don’t struggle with math
homework. Pingry honors student
(currently enrolled in college math)
will tutor algebra, geometry, trig,
pre-calculus. Evenings/weekends.
$25/hr. Call Isaac (908) 232-2752

College Admission Consultant
Assistance with applications,
college selection, essays,
financial aid, etc. Reasonable.
Call (908) 789-5980.

See it on the Web!

www.goleader.com
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CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

HOUSE WANTED

HoneyBaked Ham Co., Watchung
Help Wanted for deliveries & other
duties. Mornings & Afternoons,
2-5hrs. a day, Flex hrs. / days.
Call (908) 755-3524, Ask for Clyde.

Local family looking for 3 or 4
bedroom house in Scotch Plains,
Fanwood & Mountainside area.
Have pre-approved mortgage.
Save Realtor commissions!
Call (908) 403-7277

HOUSE FOR SALE

WESTFIELD
Expanded cape w/large rooms.
Perfect for entertaining. 4BR/3BA,
LR, DR, FR, EIK, 1 car garage.
SBR 0057
$685,000

Coldwell Banker
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
(732) 297-7171
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

SUMMER RENTAL

Share our Family Beach House.
2-bedroom, comfortably accommodates family of 6, 2 blocks to
Private beach in Lavallette area.
House is impeccably maintained.
Please call for availability and
photo (weekly/monthly rental
June-Sept.) $1,500 per week.
Call (908) 247-0039

OFFICE FOR RENT

AIRLINE CAPTAIN

Large attractive psychotherapy
office. Available 3 days per
week in Westfield. $550/mo
Contact Dr. Parsons
(908) 233-2626.

Seeking furnished room in private
home 4-6 nights/mo. I commute
from Seattle and fly from Newark
airport. Non-smoker. References.
(206) 290-6790

OFFICE FOR RENT

HOUSE MOVING SALE

Professional Office Building for
Rent in Mountainside.
1200 sq. ft., $1,650/month.
Call (908) 233-9199

1065 Seward Ave, Westfield
Apr 16 & 17, 9am-5pm
Furniture & misc. items
All must go..

BED

AUTO FOR SALE

Queen mattress set, Visco Elastic
Memory Foam, new in plastic,
10 yr. warranty, as seen on TV.
Value $1400, sell $395.
(732) 259-6690

2004 Mazda 6S with a V6
Fully loaded. Black w/black
interior. $17,000 or best offer.
Call (908) 232-6432

MATTRESS SET

King pillow top.
Name brand with warranty
New in plastic, Sell $250.
Can Deliver (732) 259-6690

DINING ROOM

Beautiful cherry wood set,
double pedestal table, lighted
hutch & buffet, 8 chairs. Still in
boxes, list $5600, sell $2750.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

Newcomers Post Activities
For Children During April
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Newcomers Club’s Children’s Committee has revealed the dates for two
events for youngsters that will take
place this month.
A Scavenger Hunt will be held at 4
p.m. on Wednesday, April 20, at
Mindowaskin Park on East Broad
Street in Westfield.
On Saturday, April 30, there will be
a “Train Ride to Nowhere” at 9:59
a.m. Participants will take the train
from Westfield to Fanwood, where
they will visit the park and an ice
cream parlor near the station.
In May, Newcomers Club’s Book
Group has chosen to discuss “My

Sister’s Keeper” by Jodi Picoult.
Founded in 1944, the Newcomers
Club is a social organization for
women over age 21 who are new to
Westfield or surrounding communities, as well as established residents
who have experienced a change in
lifestyle, such as the birth or adoption
of a baby, a marriage, a job change or
a move within the town.
The club offers day and evening,
weekday and weekend social activities for women, couples and children.
For more information about the club
or any of its events, please e-mail
newcomers@westfieldnj.com or call
Michelle Habayeb at (908) 233-7228.

Recreation Department Events
by: Traci Kastner
tkastner@westfieldnj.net
(908) 789-4080

Hockey Clinics: Students will learn
basic skills or fine-tune their skills
with George Giresi and the Westfield
High School Ice Hockey Team. The
class is offered to children aged 6 to
12, from Monday, June 20, through
Friday, June 24, from 3:30 to 5: 30
p.m. at Tamaques Park. The cost is
$60 per child.
Night Place: The Night Place program is held throughout the school
year on select Friday evenings. This
program is open to all middle school
students for a nominal fee. The program is held from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
at Edison Intermediate School. The
cost is $2 in advance and $3 at the
door. The dates are April 15 and
May 13.
Road Race: The 15th annual 5Miler and 1-Mile Fun Run will be
held on a Saturday, April 23. The 1Mile Fun Run will begin at 9 a.m.,
and the 5-Miler race begins at 9:30
a.m. Registration forms can be obtained at the recreation office or on
the
department’s
website,
westfieldnj.net/townhall/recreation.
Soccer Squirts: This one-hour
course introduces children ages three
to five years old to group experiences
and basic motor skills through soccer
related activities. The course will be
held at Tamaques Park on Tuesdays
from 10 to 11 a.m. or from 1:15 to
2:15 p.m. from April 19 to May 31.
The cost of the program is $95 per
child.
Stroller-Size: This one-hour total
body workout is aimed at improving
one’s cardiovascular endurance,
strength and flexibility. The class will

Goods & Services You Need!

www.goleader.com
CLEANING SERVICE

EXPERIENCED BABYSITTER

Honest lady to clean your
house, office or apartment.
Have references, transportation
& 15 years experience.
(908) 354-4941

College student with car seeks
Landscape
Design
summer
job. Available
5/22.
Excellent
Year
Long references.
Plantings
Call Maintenance
(908) 531-1449
Lawn

Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

P R E M I E R P R O P E RT Y M A I N T E N A N C E P R O V I D E R

888-533-2345
908-925-2345

thetomassogroupllc@verizon.net

Specializing in Lawn Maintenance Accounts & Fertilization Programs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Spring & Fall Cleanup • Brick Pavers • Patio • Sod & Seeding

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home

Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Immediate Response
Affordable Rates • Special Rates for Senior Citizens • Major Credit Cards

Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

Fully Insured

Free Estimates

j. valente
SPECIALISTS IN REMODELING OF

“The Service Professionals”

Commercial • Residential
Driveway Sealing & Repair: Driveway Seal application;
Crack repair and maintenance.
Power Washing: Houses, Office Buildings, Decks, Trucks
Patios, Steps, Swing sets, and much more.

Phone: 908-456-0525 • Fax: 908-654-1492 • dmanico28@yahoo.com

bathrooms
& kitchens
•
INDOOR

OUTDOOR PAINTING

732-382-4136
973-444-1391 (cell)
mtv1970@msn.com

Free Estimates

AUTO REPAIR

PERFECT
PAINTING
&
POWER WASHING
Residential • Commercial

908-272-4456

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER
Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic
NJ State Inspection
• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries
• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
Auto
Care
• Road Service
Center
138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

be held in Tamaques Park on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. from April 6 through
May 25. The fee is $48 per person.
Summer Camps: The Recreation
Department is taking registrations
for summer camps. Camps are available for baseball, basketball, bowling, golf, roller hockey, soccer, tennis, multi-sports and wrestling.
Teen Center: The Teen Center is
open on most Friday evenings during
the school year between the hours of
7 and 11 p.m. for all Westfield High
School students.
Total Toning: Classes are held on
Mondays and Thursdays from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building
Community Room, 425 East Broad
Street. Each session includes 10
classes. The fee is $65 per person.
Tennis Programs, Classes for
adults and children (ages 3 to 14 yrs.)
will begin Saturday, May 7, at the
Memorial Park Tennis courts. Classes
are offered for pee wee, beginner,
advanced beginner and intermediate
levels. Look for information distributed throughout the schools.
Trips, State Theatre in New
Brunswick, performances of Beauty
and The Beast on Wednesday, April
13, at a cost of $33 per person, and
Smokey Joe’s Café on Friday, May 6,
at a cost of $59 per person.The cost
includes transportation.
Please register for the above programs at: the Westfield Recreation
Department, 425 East Broad Street.
For further information, please call
the Westfield Recreation Office at
(908) 789-4080. Visit us online at:
westfieldnj.net/townhall/recreation.

www.goleader.com
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Frank Wells, 91, Owned Furniture Store;
Was West Point and Olympic Coach
Frank Wells, 91, of Osprey, Fla.
died on Friday, April 1, in Sarasota,
Fla.
Born on February 21, 1914 in New
Haven, Conn., he came to Osprey
from Westfield in 1978.
A graduate of Panzer College, he
had been a teacher and coach in Newark schools for 38 years before retiring in 1977.
Mr. Wells also was the head gymnastics coach at West Point Military
Academy, as well as swimming and
diving coach at Monmouth Bath and
Tennis in Monmouth Beach.
He represented the United States
as a coach with the Olympic swimming, diving and tumbling teams in
1952, and was coach of the United
States team for three gold medals in
world trampoline, tumbling and synchronized trampoline championships
in 1966.
Additionally, he served as Chairman of the United States Olympic
technical committee for gymnastics.
Mr. Wells was the AAU and Olympic tryout tumbling national cham-

pion in 1936 and 1937, and was inducted into the Halls of Fame for
New Jersey Gymnastics, the Eastern
College Judges Association and
Panzer College. He was a member of
the National Gymnastics Judges Association and the Panzer College
Alumni Association.
In Florida, he was the owner of the
Rattan Wicker and Cane furniture
store in Venice since 1978. From 1954
to 1978, he was Director of the National Gymnastic Clinic in Sarasota.
Surviving are his wife, Jane Wells;
a daughter, Diane Schaub of New
Canaan, Conn.; a son, Richard J. Wells
of Furlong, Pa.; six grandchildren
and five great-grandchildren.
Private services were held under
the direction of the Farley Funeral
Home in Venice, Fla.
Memorial donations may be made
to the West Point Fund, Association
of Graduates, 698 Mills Road, West
Point, N.Y. 10996, or to Hospice of
Southwest Florida, 5955 Rand Boulevard, Sarasota, Fla. 34238.

Antoinette Vlahakis, 79
Antoinette D. Vlahakis, 79, of
Raritan Township died on Sunday,
April 10, at the Hunterdon Medical
Center in Raritan Township.
Born in Brooklyn, N.Y. on October
14, 1925, she resided in Raritan Township since 1945.
She and her husband, Peter
Vlahakis, had owned and operated a
restaurant and confectionary store,
first in Whitehouse and then in
Flemington, retiring in 1971.
Mrs. Vlahakis was a member of the
Greek Orthodox Church.
Surviving, in addition to her husband, are a son, Daniel Vlahakis of
Raritan Township; a daughter, Evelyn
Pierce of Fanwood; a sister, Tina
Michael of Silver Spring, Md.; four
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.
Funeral services will be held at
10:30 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, April
15, at the Holcombe-Fisher Funeral
Home in Flemington. Interment will
take place at Prospect Hill Cemetery
in Flemington.
Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and 7
to 9 p.m. today, Thursday, April 14, at
the funeral home. For further information or to send condolences, please
visit www.holcombefisher.com.

Fredrick William Wenzler, 75, of
Somersworth, N.H. died on Tuesday,
April 5, at the Allendale Nursing
Home in Allendale.
Born in Philadelphia, Pa., he had
lived most of his life in Teaneck. He
had also resided in Westfield for six
years, moving to Somersworth following his retirement in 2000.
Prior to retiring, Mr. Wenzler had
been the owner of Goodmans Hardware in Teaneck for 28 years.
He was a former member of the
Redeemer Lutheran Church in
Westfield.
He was predeceased by his wife of
53 years, Carolyn J. Wenzler, on January 28, 2005. She was also his bookkeeper at Goodmans Hardware.
Surviving are two daughters,
Cathryn Wenzler of Irvington, N.Y.
and Carolyn J. Beairsto of South
Berwick, Me.; a son, Fredrick K.
Wenzler of Hillsdale; a sister, Anna
Conrad of Baltimore, Md., and four
grandchildren.
The funeral service took place on
Thursday, April 7, at the Redeemer
Lutheran Church. Burial followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.
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Fredrick Wenzler, 75

Westfield Senior Citizen Survey:
The United Way of Westfield is
conducting this survey to learn more
about the quality of life of Westfield’s
Senior Citizens. The survey is confidential.
“About Your Needs”- please check
all the areas that are most important
to you – the ones with which you
could use the most assistance. If an
area is not listed, please write in
“other.”
Daily Living:
___1. Food, getting or preparing
___2. Money for Basics
___3. Doing Daily Tasks (bathing,
cleaning, laundry)
___4. Errands (banking, post office)
___5. Home Maintenance.
Transportation, for:
___6. Medical appointments, therapy,
testing, prescriptions
___7. Shopping and errands
___8. Meetings and recreation.
Health Needs:
___ 9. Medication Management
___10. Accessing Medical Care
___11. Accessing Dental Care
___12. Accessing Adult Day Care
___13. Getting Home Care (Nursing/
Home Health Aide/Homemaker).
Personal Concerns:
___14. Companions, visitors
___15. Physically Challenged
___16. Homebound
___17. Chronic Illness
___18. Serious Emotional Problem
(Depression, Mood Swings, Anxiety
___19. Physically or Emotionally
Abused or Neglected
___20. Alcohol/Drug Problem
___21. Needing a Break from Caring
for a Family Member (Respite Services).
Information:
___22. Finding out about Services/
Agencies that are available to help
___23. Finding Agencies open during the hours needed (evening or
weekend)
___24. Finding Legal Help, Advocacy Services
___25. Finding Emergency Services
Other: Please list.
Ranking: Please list the top five
items from above where you feel you
need additional help: (with first item
being the most important).
About You (Please circle answer)
1. WestfieldResident Yes, No
2. Male, Female

3. Age: 60-64, 65-74, 75-84, 85
and up;
4. I live with Alone, Spouse, Aide,
Minor Children, Adult Children,
Other
5. I live in Apartment, My own
home, Senior Citizens Complex,
Someone else’s home
6. My main income Full-time job,
Part-time job, Social Security, SSI,
Pension, Other
7. My monthly income is: Less
than $525, $526-999, $1,000-1,999,
$2,000-2,999, over $3,000
8. The person/place I can depend
on most is: Family, Friend, Place of
Worship, Community, Police, None
of These
9. I have someone I can depend on
in an emergency Yes, No
10. My main means of transportation Drive Own car, Walk, Family,
Friends, Bus/Train, Other (specify)
11. What services are you currently
receiving and from whom? (list).
Please return this by May 15, 2005
to the United Way of Westfield, 301
North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ
07090-1421 or Fax to (908) 233-2177.
For more information, please call
(908) 233-2113.
PUBLIC NOTICE
The Town Bank
520 South Avenue
Westfield, New Jersey 07090-1402
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF
SHAREHOLDERS TO BE HELD
THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 2005
TO THE SHAREHOLDERS OF THE
TOWN BANK OF WESTFIELD:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Annual Shareholders Meeting of The Town
Bank (the “Bank”) will be held at the Echo
Lake Country Club, Springfield Avenue,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090 on April 28,
2005, at 10:00 a.m. Eastern Time, for the
following purposes:
(1) To elect (13) Directors of the Bank to
hold office until the next Annual Meeting of Shareholders and until each of
their successors is duly elected and
qualified.
(2) To ratify the appointment of KPMG
LLP as the external auditors for the
Bank for the 2005 fiscal year.
(3) Such other business as may properly
come before the meeting and any adjournment thereof.

– Obituaries –
DEATH NOTICE

Bernard Mormelo, 76, Was Police Officer;
Worked For Casino Control Commission
Bernard J. Mormelo, 76, of tion in Romulus.
He was predeceased by a grandBarnegat died on Thursday, April 7,
daughter, Mary Rose Mormelo.
at his home.
Surviving are his wife of 57 years,
Born in Westfield, he had lived
Rosemary
Ridge
there until moving to
Mormelo; four sons,
Barnegat in 1978.
Kevin Michael Mormelo,
Mr. Mormelo had been
Bernard James Mormelo,
an assistant chief inspecThomas Donald Mormelo
tor with the New Jersey
and Walter Joseph
State Casino Control
Mormelo; a sister, Fran
Commission, and from
Previti; 12 grandchildren,
1978 until retiring in
Jenna, Marissa, Sean,
1987 he pioneered the
Krista Viscome, Jodi
first generation of the
Lynn, Thomas Ryan, Matcommission’s training
thew, Kristin, Ryan Joand education programs.
seph, Shannon Rosemary,
Between 1951 and
1977, he served as a Bernard J. Mormelo Nicole Faith Jude and
Westfield police officer, rising Lara Marie, and two great-grandsons,
through the ranks from Patrolman to Nicholas and Justin Viscome.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
Lieutenant. He was a life member of
the New Jersey State PBA, the offered on Tuesday, April 12, at the
Westfield PBA and the New Jersey Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
Identification Association. Mr. in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Mormelo also had been a member of
the Certified Public Managers’ Soci- Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
ety of New Jersey.
Memorial donations may be made
An avid outdoorsman, he kept a
second home, “The Ponderosa,” in to Deborah Hospital, P.O. Box 820,
Romulus, N.Y. and was a member of Browns Mills, N.J. 08015.
April 14, 2005
the Westlake View Outdoor Associa-

Maryann T. Fahey, 62, Was Actress;
Worked For Bookspan and UNICEF
Maryann T. Fahey, 62, of New York
City died on Friday, April 8, at
Roosevelt Hospital in New York City.
Born in Plainfield, she was raised
in Westfield and moved to New York
City 35 years ago.
A graduate of Holy Trinity Grammar School and Holy Trinity High
School in Westfield, she received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in French
from the University of Connecticut.
She also studied at the Sorbonne in
Paris, France.
Miss Fahey worked as an administrative assistant at Bookspan in Manhattan, N.Y. Prior to that, she had
been a marketing manager at the Dr.
Juran Institute in New York City for

many years, and then worked for
UNICEF at the United Nations.
She was an off-Broadway actress
and performed on the road at dinner
theaters.
She was predeceased by her parents, Michael F. Fahey, Sr. and
Maryann Baranowski Fahey.
Surviving is a brother, Michael F.
Fahey, Jr. of Lavallette.
A funeral service will be held at a
later date.
The Timothy E. Ryan Home for
Funerals in Lavallette is in charge of
the arrangements.
Condolences may be sent via email
to www.ryanfuneralhome.com.

Clothing Drive to Aid
Needy Job Applicants

Golden Agers Club
Schedules New Trips

WESTFIELD – The Greater
Union County Association of Realtors is collecting business clothing for women, to be used by job
applicants who do not have appropriate apparel for employment interviews. The drive will continue
through Wednesday, April 27.
This is the ninth year such a
drive has taken place. All items
gathered will be distributed to
agencies throughout Union
County that help job applicants
retain their dignity when they go
off welfare to meet prospective
employers.
Anyone wishing to donate business clothes for the drive may bring
items to the office of Greater Union
County Association of Realtors,
767 Central Avenue in Westfield,
Monday through Friday from 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Garments should be clean and
in wearable condition. For further
information, the Association may
be reached at (908) 232-9000.

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Thursday,
April 21, the Scotch Plains Golden
Agers Club will travel to Rudy’s Beau
Rivage in Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. for dinner and a show. The bus will leave
from the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building parking lot, 430 Park Avenue, at 10:30 a.m.
This trip will be followed on Thursday, May 19, by a visit to The Sands
casino in Atlantic City. The bus will
leave from the Municipal Building
parking lot at 8 a.m.
The Golden Agers, a senior citizens group, meets on Thursdays at 10
a.m. at the Scotch Hills Country Club
in Scotch Plains. Dinner theater, musical reviews and other activity trips
are open to everyone. Availability is
on a first come basis.
To sign up for the upcoming trips
or for more information, please call
Jean DeTorre at (908) 889-4121 or
Mary De Jesso at (908) 654-4512.
Club information is available from
Olga Bruce at (908) 322-8530.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
CONTRACTOR: Fred Danser, Esq.;
Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro &
Murphy; P.O. Box 112; 25 Independence
Boulevard; Liberty Corner, New Jersey
07938
NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special legal counsel to handle various
confidential personnel matters within the
Township.
DURATION: Completion of matter.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $10,000. billed
at the rate of $175.00 per hour plus usual
and reasonable costs of said action.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/14/05, The Times
Fee: $19.89

April 14, 2005

Thursday, April 14, 2005

DEATH NOTICE

Carla G. Cannon, 75, Hospital Volunteer;
Westfield School Teacher For 29 Years
Mrs. Carla G. Cannon, 75, of
Conway, S.C. died on Thursday,
March 31, 2005 in Conway after a
brief illness.
Born on August 19, 1929 in Brooklyn, N.Y., she was the daughter of the
late Alfred Lawrence Glaeser and
Mabel Hasling Glaeser. She was predeceased by her husband of 33 years,
Harry Walker Cannon, in 1984.
Carla retired to Conway in 1996
from Westfield, where she taught
school for 29 years. She graduated
from the University of Delaware with
a Bachelor of Science degree in Education in 1951.
She was active in St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Conway as a Lay Eucharistic Minister, Lay Reader and Altar
Guild member. Carla also was a member of P.E.O., volunteered at Conway
Hospital, was active in the Myrtle Trace
community and read regularly to local
school children, continuing her love
of teaching and education.
Surviving are her four children, Harry
Walker Cannon, 3rd of Pacific Beach,
Calif., Donna Cannon Colavecchio and
her husband, Gary, of New Hartford,
Conn., Elise Cannon Wolfe and her
husband, William, of Dublin, Ohio and
Jayne Cannon Stock and her husband,
Kurt, of Peachtree City, Ga.; a brother,
Alfred Lawrence Glaeser and his wife,
Janet, of Salt Lake City, Utah; a sisterin-law, Mary Louise Clapperton and
her husband, Raymond, of Moorestown,
N.J., and eight grandchildren, Leigh
and Thomas Colavecchio, William,
Scott and Erin Wolfe, Allison, Jeffrey

Mary Nemits, 94, of Scotch Plains
died on Tuesday, April 5, at her home.
Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she had
lived in Elizabeth before moving to
Scotch Plains more than 40 years ago.
Mrs. Nemits had been employed as
a proofreader with Singer Co. in Elizabeth for 45 years prior to retiring in
1975.
She was a member of the Scotch
Plains Meridians and the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains.
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DEATH NOTICE
Ruth L. Kuntz, 85
Ruth L. Kuntz, 85, of Mannford,
Okla. died on Thursday, March 24, at
the Hillcrest Medical Center in Tulsa,
Okla.
Born in Newark on March 2, 1920,
she and her husband raised their children in Westfield. She also had lived
in Manahawkin for many years before moving to Oklahoma.
Ruth was a homemaker and very
active with Deborah.
She was predeceased by her husband, Rodney H. Kuntz, and by a daughter, Jacqueline Kuntz Hamberger, in
November of 2002.
Surviving are her two sons, Rodney
T. Kuntz of Sea Bright and Douglas
L. Kuntz of Mannford, Okla., and
nine grandchildren.
Ruth was a wonderful mother, loving grandmother, devoted wife and a
friend to everyone who knew her. She
will be deeply missed.
April 14, 2005

She was predeceased by her husband, John Nemits, in 1980.
Surviving is a niece, Margaret
Sorice.
A Funeral Mass was offered on
Saturday, April 9, at the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church. Interment followed at Saint Gertrude Cemetery in
Colonia.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.
April 14, 2005

‘Y’ Announces Activities
For Single Parent Families
WESTFIELD – For the past year,
the Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield, has been
offering monthly opportunities for
single parents and their children to
socialize. Now, the “Y” will offer three
different single parent events a month.
On Friday, April 22, single parent
families are invited to build birdhouses at the “Y” from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m., to be followed by “Make Your
Own Sundaes.” Participants are asked
to bring a hammer (one for each child
if possible; if not, people can share).
The fee is $5 per family, and free for
those attending a Westfield Area “Y”
single parent event for the first time.
On Saturday, April 23, from 5 to 7
p.m., divorced or single fathers and
their children are invited to eat pizza
and play floor hockey with their peers.
Pizza will be served in Room 109,
and hockey will take place in the
gymnasium.
On Friday, April 29, at 7:30 p.m.,

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: James L. Plosia,
Esq.; Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro &
Murphy; P.O. Box 112; 25 Independence
Boulevard; Liberty Corner, New Jersey
07938
NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special legal counsel to handle various
confidential personnel matters within the
Township in which the Township has a
vested interest (C-II).
DURATION: Completion of matter.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $2,000. billed
at the rate of $175.00 per hour plus usual
and reasonable costs of said action.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/14/05, The Times
Fee: $20.91

CONTRACTOR: Lisa Barre-Quick,
Esq., Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro &
Murphy, P.O. Box 112; 25 Independence
Boulevard, Liberty Corner, New Jersey
07938
NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special legal counsel to handle various
confidential personnel matters within the
Township in which the Township has a
vested interest. (B/P)
DURATION: Completion of matter.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $1,000. billed
at the rate of $175.00 per hour plus usual
and reasonable costs of said action.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/14/05, The Times
Fee: $20.91

single parent adults will be offered
the chance to meet without the children at the Cranford Hotel, South
Union Avenue in Cranford. Attendees should ask the hostess where the
Westfield Area “Y” group is sitting or
ask for Jill Brown.
Advance registration is requested
for all events and may be done by
calling Ms. Brown at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 233, or e-mailing
jill.brown1@comcast.net.
PUBLIC NOTICE
SPECIAL MEETING
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
AGENDA
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
1.
That the Temple Emanu-El has
made application to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment for the Town of Westfield for
an amended application for site plan, conditional use and bulk variance approvals
by Temple Emanu-El of Westfield, Block
3501, Lot 9, as a reconsideration of the
previous denial and possible settlement of
the pending litigation.
The applicant also seeks approval of
any and all other relief not indicated above
that may be determined necessary during
the course of the public hearings. A Public
hearing has been ordered for April 21,
2005 in the Council Chambers at 7:00
p.m. in the Westfield Municipal Building
located at 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey, at which time you may appear and participate in the hearing in accordance with the rules of the Board.
Formal action may be taken by the Board
at this meeting.
Information, maps, plans and the application are available for your inspection in
the Public Works Building, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey, and
may be reviewed Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Lori Boyd, Secretary
Board of Adjustment
1 T - 4/14/05, The Leader
Fee: $33.66

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100
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and Wade Stock, and several nieces and
nephews.
A memorial service was held on
Saturday, April 9, at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Conway.
Arrangements were by the McKiever
Funeral Home, Inc. of Conway.
Memorial contributions may be
made to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Building Fund, 710 Main Street,
Conway, S.C. 29526.

Mary Nemits, 94, Singer Co. Retiree;
Was Member of Meridians and IHM

By Order of the Board of Directors
Angela Bellino
Corporate Secretary
1 T - 4/14/05, The Leader
Fee: $28.56
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Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

Page 20

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, April 14, 2005

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: James L. Plosia,
Esq.; Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro &
Murphy; P.O. Box 112; 25 Independence
Boulevard; Liberty Corner, New Jersey
07938
NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special legal counsel to handle various
confidential personnel matters within the
Township in which the Township has a
vested interest (B/PHONE).
DURATION: Completion of matter.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $6,000. billed
at the rate of $175.00 per hour plus usual
and reasonable costs of said action.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/14/05, The Times
Fee: $20.91

CONTRACTOR: James L. Plosia,
Esq.; Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro &
Murphy; P.O. Box 112; 25 Independence
Boulevard; Liberty Corner, New Jersey
07938
NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special legal counsel to handle various
confidential personnel matters within the
Township in which the Township has a
vested interest (C-I).
DURATION: Completion of matter.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $1,500. billed
at the rate of $175.00 per hour plus usual
and reasonable costs of said action.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/14/05, The Times
Fee: $20.91

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR:
Hatch
Mott
MacDonald; 27 Bleeker Street; Millburn,
New Jersey 07041-1008
NATURE OF SERVICE: Services of a
consulting engineering firm for the engineering services in connection with NJDEP
mandated Storm Water Management
Control Compliance regulations.
DURATION: Completion of matter.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $19,500.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/14/05, The Times
Fee: $17.34

CONTRACTOR: Harry Haushalter,
Esq.; 2119 Route 33; SuiteA; Hamilton
Square, New Jersey 08690
NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special legal counsel to handle various tax
matters.
DURATION: Completion of matter.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $3,000. billed
at the rate of $125.00 per hour plus usual
and reasonable costs of said action.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/14/05, The Times
Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

CONTRACTOR: James L. Plosia,
Esq.; Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro &
Murphy; P.O. Box 112; 25 Independence
Boulevard; Liberty Corner, New Jersey
07938
NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special legal counsel to handle a certain
confidential personnel matter within the
Township in which the Township has a
vested interest (M).
DURATION: Completion of matter.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $3,000. billed
at the rate of $175.00 per hour plus usual
and reasonable costs of said action.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/14/05, The Times
Fee: $20.91

CONTRACTOR: James L. Plosia,
Esq.; Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro &
Murphy; P.O. Box 112; 25 Independence
Boulevard; Liberty Corner, New Jersey
07938
NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special legal counsel to handle various
confidential personnel matters within the
Township in which the Township has a
vested interest (B/RREGO).
DURATION: Completion of matter.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $5,000. billed
at the rate of $175.00 per hour plus usual
and reasonable costs of said action.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/14/05, The Times
Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on April 7, 2005, the following decisions of the Board were memorialized:
Granted a Use Variance with conditions
to F. William Mascarich, III for the installation of a free-standing sign at the property located at 1815 Front Street (Block
1001, Lot 59), Scotch Plains.
Granted a height Variance with conditions to Richard Keri for the erection of a
six-foot-high fence at the property located
at 15 Traveller Way (Block 12201, Lot
26.13), Scotch Plains.
Granted a front-yard setback Variance
with conditions to John and Lisa
Skowronski for the installation of an
above-ground pool at the property located
at 1212 Woodside Road (Block 9202,
Lot 13), Scotch Plains.
Granted side-yard and rear-yard setback Variances with conditions to
Dominick and Wendy Rotella for the
installation of an in-ground pool at the
property located at 2407 Longfellow Avenue (Block 7902, Lot 15), Scotch Plains.
Linda M. Lies
Board Secretary
1 T - 4/14/05, The Leader
Fee: $29.07

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-12490-04
FILE NO: 46861-8
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
JULIUS L. MALKIN [ARBITRATOR]; MELVIN HARRIS;
AND QUEBECOR WORLDWIDE
YOU ARE HEREBY summoned and
required to serve upon the Law Offices of
Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Corporation, Attorneys for Plaintiff, whose
address is 660 New Road, Suite 1-A,
Northfield, New Jersey 08225, an answer
to the Complaint and Amendment to Complaint filed in a civil action in which Mark
Savage is plaintiff and Oliver Brown and
Carrie Brown, his wife, et al. are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, within 35 days after April 14,
2005, exclusive of such date. If you fail to
do so, judgment by default may be rendered against you for the relief demanded
in the Complaint and Amendment to Complaint. You shall file your answer and proof
of service in duplicate with the Clerk of the
Superior Court, Hughes Justice Complex,
CN-971, Trenton, New Jersey, 08625, in
accordance with the rules of Civil Practice
and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the New Jersey State
Bar Association or Lawyer Referral Service of the county of venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may communicate with the Legal Services Office of
the county of venue. The names and
telephone numbers of such agencies are
as follows: New Jersey State Bar Association: (732) 249-5000, Lawyer Referral
Service: (908) 353-4715, Legal Service:
(908) 354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing Tax Sale Certificate: (1) #88-191 dated December 31,
1988 made by Lorraine R. Stopinki, Collector of Taxes of the City of Plainfield,
County of Union, and State of New Jersey,
to Mark Savage and covers real estate
located at 716-20 Monroe Avenue in the
City of Plainfield, County of Union and
State of New Jersey, known as Lot 20,
Block 535 (formerly Lot 24, Block 341, as
shown on the tax sale certificate), as shown
on the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map
duplicate of City of Plainfield. (2) #88-195
dated December 31, 1988 made by
Lorraine R. Stopinski, Collector of Taxes
of the City of Plainfield, County of Union,
and State of New Jersey, to Mark Savage
and covers real estate located at 716-32
Monroe Avenue in the City of Plainfield,
County of Union and State of New Jersey,
known as Lot 23, Block 535 (formerly
known as Lot 51, Block 341, as shown on
the tax sale certificate), as shown on the
Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of City of Plainfield.
YOU, JULIUS L. MALKIN [ARBITRATOR], are made a defendant in the above
entitled action because on February 14,
1985, you entered a judgment in the United
States District Court against Allen Blacktop Co. (a predecessor in title), for a debt
of $250.00, Docket No. CV-000206-1985.
The nature of which and the reason that
you and each of you are joined as defendants is set forth with particularity in the
Complaint and Amendment to Complaint,
a copy of which will be furnished you on
request addressed to the attorneys of the
plaintiff at the above mentioned address.
YOU, MELVIN HARRIS, are made a
defendant in the above entitled action because on December 16, 1992, you entered a judgment in the Superior Court of
New Jersey against Carrie Brown and
Oliver Brown, for a debt of $15,265.00,
plus interest and costs, Docket No. J138747-1992. The nature of which and
the reason that you and each of you are
joined as defendants is set forth with particularity in the Complaint and Amendment to Complaint, a copy of which will be
furnished you on request addressed to the
attorneys of the plaintiff at the above mentioned address.
YOU, QUEBECOR WORLDWIDE, are
made a defendant in the above entitled
action because on November 27, 2002
you entered a judgment in the Superior
Court of New Jersey against Oliver Brown
a/k/a Oliver C. Brown, Individually t/a Your
Home Magazine a/k/a ECV, LP, for a debt
of $59,522.36, plus costs, Docket No. J282706-2002. The nature of which and
the reason that you and each of you are
joined as defendants is set forth with particularity in the Complaint and Amendment to Complaint, a copy of which will be
furnished you on request addressed to the
attorneys of the plaintiff at the above mentioned address.
DATED: April 14, 2005
DONALD F. PHELAN, CLERK
Superior Court of New Jersey
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
Attorneys At Law
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
1 T - 4/14/05, The Leader Fee: $105.06

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, April 12, 2005,
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:
CALENDAR YEAR 2005 ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A
CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:445.14)
PURPOSE: Concerning CAP Banking
for
municipal
budget.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, April 26, 2005 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/14/05, The Times
Fee: $30.90

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
IINVITATION TO BID
Invitations are extended to qualified Bidders to bid for the following Project:
Evelyn Street Sidewalks
Contract E2005-1
Major items and approximate quantities
for this project are:
Concrete Sidewalk, 4 inch Thick – 350
Square Yards
Concrete Sidewalk Handicap Ramps –
10 Units
Crosswalk Striping, Thermoplastic – 10
Units
Lawn Area Construction – 450 Square
Yards
This project will be partially funded by
the New Jersey Department of Transportation, Bureau of Local Aid.
Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076 (ATTN: Barbara Riepe, Township
Clerk) until 10:00 a.m. on May 13, 2005.
The Township of Scotch Plains (hereinafter “Township”) shall not be responsible
for any bid mailed which is lost in transit or
delivered late by the Postal Service or
other delivery service. At the above time,
the bids will be publicly opened and read
aloud.
All bids must be presented in
sealed envelopes, clearly marked “Bid
for EVELYN STREET SIDEWALKS,
CONTRACT E2005-1, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076”. No
bid will be received after the time and date
specified.
After receipt of bids, no bid may be
withdrawn within sixty (60) days after the
date of the bid opening except if provided
for herein. The bid of any Bidder who
consents to an extension may be held for
consideration for a longer period of time as
may be agreed upon between Bidder and
the Township.
All bids must be on the bid forms provided by the Township of Scotch Plains in
the Bid Package. Plans and specifications for this work may be examined at the
Office of the Township Engineer, Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, during business hours,
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., beginning April 28,
2005, and purchased for a $25.00 nonrefundable fee.
Bid proposals and all required documents must be completed and submitted
by the date as set forth above. All documents in the enclosed Bid Package must
accompany the bid proposal. Additionally, a certified check, cashier’s check or
bid bond issued by a responsible bank,
trust company or insurance company,
payable to the Township of Scotch Plains
shall be submitted with each bid as a
guaranty that if a contract is awarded the
Bidder shall execute said Contract. The
Bid Security shall be in the amount of ten
percent (10%) of the total amount of the
bid or Twenty-Thousand Dollars
($20,000.00), whichever is lower. All bid
Security, except the Bid Security of the
three (3) apparent lowest responsible Bidders shall, if requested in writing, be returned after ten (10) days from the opening of the bids (Sundays and holiday excepted) and the bids of such Bidders shall
be considered withdrawn.
The Township reserves the right to reject any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities, or to accept any bid which, in
the opinion of the Township of Scotch
Plains, will be in the best interest of the
Township all in accordance with the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. In the event of
an equal or tie bid, the Township shall
award the bid to the Bidder which, in the
Township’s sole discretion, best serves
the interest of the Township. The Township also reserves the right to reject any
and all bids if sufficient funds are not
available and/or appropriated. The selected Bidder, will, within seven (7) days of
award of the bid, enter into an appropriate
contact with the Township.
All Bidders must comply with P.L. 1975,
Chapter 127, entitled “An Act Relating to
Affirmative Action in Relation to Discrimination in Connection with Certain Public
Contracts and Supplementing the ‘Law
Against Discrimination’ approved April 16,
1945 (P.L. 1945, Chapter 169)”, N.J.A.C.
17:27, as amended from time to time, and
the Americans With Disability Act. All
Bidders must be registered with the New
Jersey Department of Labor to engage in
public work as defined in the requirements listed under N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51
through 56.55, as well as N.J.A.C. 12:621.1. All Bidders must comply with P.L.
2004, c. 57 and be registered with the N. J.
Division of Revenue.
Where applicable, prevailing wage rate
shall be paid to all workers on the job as
per N.J.A.C. 34:11-56, 25 et seq.
BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
Thomas Atkins
Municipal Manager
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/14/05, The Times Fee: $104.55

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Please take notice that on April 27, 2005
at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 222 South Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 64 Lot
1.01, Lot 2, and Lot 3, as shown on the
Fanwood Tax Map, owned by 218 Properties, LLC, Renato Marcovecchio, and 224
South Avenue, LLC, respectively.
The applicant is submitting a site plan
pursuant to section 184:55 and requests a
bulk variance for parking, which is in violation of Section 184-160 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code.
Variance requested: Number of parking
spaces; Permitted: 26 spaces; Present:
Existing gravel lot; Proposed: 42 spaces
The applicant will also seek such other
relief, as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal business hours (9 AM - 2 PM) from the
Secretary of the Planning Board at the
Administration Office of the Borough of
Fanwood at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accordance with the rules of the Fanwood Planning Board.
Applicant:
222 South Avenue, LLC
384 Cook Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
Attorney for Applicants:
Ben J. Zander, Esq.
34 Mill Street
Mount Holly, New Jersey 08060
1 T - 4/14/05, The Times
Fee: $39.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its April 11, 2005 meeting for the following applications heard at its March 14,
2005 meeting:
Elise and Robert Holtzman 217 Golf
Edge, seeking permission to erect a one
story addition and add a second floor
above the existing first floor contrary to the
requirements of Section 12.04E of the
Land Use Ordinance. This application
was memorialized at the May 10, 2004
meeting. Applicant is requesting a 12month extension of variance approval
from March 14, 2005 to March 13, 2006.
Approved with conditions.
John McCauley, 6 Doris Parkway,
seeking permission to erect an addition
contrary to the requirements of Section:
12.04F1, 11.09E6, 11.09E7 & 12.04F2 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Approved with
conditions.
Ross Rosen, 166 Mountain Avenue,
seeking permission to construct a second
floor addition and site plan approval of
same contrary to the requirements of Section: 11.11E6 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Approved with conditions.
Antonietta Madaras, 102 Surrey Lane,
seeking permission to erect a 4-foot fence
over the portion of a retainer wall contrary
to the requirements of Section: 13.02D5 &
12.04G of the Land Use Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Julie & Trip Patterson, 605
Kensington Drive, seeking permission to
erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section: 12.04F1, 12.03D &
12.04F2 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Approved with conditions.
Charles Drane, 115 Osborn Avenue,
seeking permission to construct a 1-story
addition to the rear contrary to the requirements of Section: 12.04F1, 11.12E6,
11.12E7 & 12.04E1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Neil Schamban, 411 Mountain Avenue, seeking permission to erect a 2story addition and covered porch to the
rear of the home contrary to the requirements of Section: 11.08E6 &12.04F1 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Approved with
conditions.
Anthony Obiajula, 607 N. Scotch
Plains Avenue, seeking permission to
erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section: 11.09E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Mr. & Mrs. Steiner, 121 Barchester
Way, seeking permission to erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section: 11.06E7 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Approved with conditions.
Simon & Cheryl Rush, 910 Woodmere
Drive, seeking permission to construct a
2nd floor addition over a portion of the
existing house; add a 2-story addition to
the rear of the house; add to the front of the
garage and add an open porch contrary to
the requirements of Section: 11.05E6 &
12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Aldo Scrofani, 416 Kimball Avenue,
seeking permission to erect an addition
contrary to the requirements of Section:
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Approved with conditions.
Mr. & Mrs. McLane, 267 Tuttle Parkway, seeking permission to erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section: 13.01G1b of the Land Use Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Mr. & Mrs. Marchese, 30 Faulkner
Drive, seeking permission to erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section: 12.03D &13.02C1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Lisa & Kevin Walsh, 121 Wyoming
Street, seeking permission to erect an
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section: 12.04G of the Land Use Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Greg Redington & Michele Modestino,
120 N. Chestnut St., seeking permission
to erect a 704 square foot detached garage contrary to the requirements of Section: 13.01I.1& 13.01G1C of the Land Use
Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Lori A. Boyd, Secretary
Board of Adjustment
1 T - 4/14/05, The Leader
Fee: $91.80

BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENT AND SUMMARY
The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey on
April 12, 2005 and the 20-day period of
limitation within which a suit, action or
proceeding questioning the validity of such
ordinance can be commenced, as provided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to
run from the date of the first publication of
this statement. Copies of the full ordinance are available at no cost and during
regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for members of the general public who
request the same. The summary of the
terms of such bond ordinance follows:
TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE UNDERTAKING OF VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS AND ENHANCEMENTS TO THE
SCOTCH PLAINS PUBLIC LIBRARY IN, BY AND FOR THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE
SUM OF $825,000 TO PAY
THE COST THEREOF, TO
MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT,
TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND
ANTICIPATION NOTES IN
ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.
Purpose(s): Undertaking of various improvements and enhancements to the
Scotch Plains Public Library in, by and for
the Township, including, but not limited to,
roof replacement, window replacement
and installation of new railings and other
handicapped access improvements. Said
improvements shall include all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and
suitable therefor.
Appropriation: $825,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $785,700
Grants (if any) Appropriated: -0Section 20 Costs: $50,000
Useful Life: 15 years
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
Township of Scotch Plains
County of Union
State of New Jersey
1 T - 4/14/05, The Times
Fee: $54.06

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO BID
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Monday, May
2, 2005, for the
“2005 STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECT OF DORIAN
ROAD, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY”.
The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.
The major items of work under this contract include, but are not limited to, the
following in estimated quantities:
1,850 linear feet of granite block curbing
144 cubic yards of roadway excavation,
unclassified
500 square yards of 2 inch thick roadway milling
180 tons of 4 inch thick stabilized base
course
4,160 square yards of 2 inch thick surface course
1,100 square feet of 4 inch thick concrete walk
1,000 square feet of 6 inch thick concrete walk
Reset 6 manholes with new castings
Reset 7 inlets with new castings
All work shall be completed within fortyfive- (45) calendar days after commencement of construction. Due to the job site’s
proximity to Westfield High School, all
construction must begin no earlier than
July 1, 2005 and be completed by August 26, 2005.
All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to submit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.
Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above mentioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. Each bid must
also be accompanied by a Surety Company Certificate stating that said Surety
Company would provide the bidder with
the required Performance bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement, Statement of Ownership,
on the forms included in and explained in
the contract documents.
Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975
supplement to the law against discrimination (Affirmative Action) and must pay
workmen the prevailing wage rates promulgated by the New Jersey State Department of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town engineer.
Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured at the office of the Town Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
non-refundable cost of contract documents
is $50.00 made payable to the Town of
Westfield, which must be paid in cash or
certified check. The Mayor and Council
reserve the right to reject any bid, and to
waive any informality in any bid, if in the
interest of the Town; it is deemed advisable to do so.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer
1 T - 4/14/05, The Leader
Fee: $77.52

CONTRACTOR: John J. DeMassi,
Esq.; 1771 Front Street; Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076
NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special legal counsel to prepare and represent the Township of Scotch Plains in
reference to a hearing of the corporate
transfer of a certain liquor license owned
by Rayric, Inc. before the local Alcoholic
Beverage Commission (ABC).
DURATION: Completion of matter.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $3,500. to be
applied toward fees and costs for those
services which shall be subject to the
approval of the Township Attorney and
which are not covered by insurance.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/14/05, The Times
Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO BID
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Monday, May
2, 2005, for the “2005 FURNISHING AND
DELIVERY OF A BROOM STREET
SWEEPER”, more specifically defined as
follows:
ITEM 1 - THREE-WHEEL, 3.5
CY HOPPER, BELT CONVEYOR STREET SWEEPER
Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above mentioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield, in the amount of two
hundred dollars ($200.00) to insure execution of the contract.
Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975
supplement to the law against discrimination (Affirmative Action).
All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to submit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.
Specifications may be seen or procured
($25.00) at the office of the Town Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
Mayor and Council reserve the right to
reject any bid, and to waive any informality
in any bid, if in the interest of the Town, it
is deemed advisable to do so.
KENNETH B. MARSH
TOWN ENGINEER
1 T - 4/14/05, The Leader
Fee: $37.23

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO RE-BID
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Monday, May
2, 2005, for the

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
At a regular meeting of the Township
Council of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on April 12, 2005 the following decision were rendered:
Granted permission to the application
for a Special Use Permit for Country Cottage Antiques, 425 Park Avenue, Block
1501, Lot 502. B-2 Zone, for the placement of “small antique pieces for sale” in
front and in the back of aforementioned
property, as noted on their application,
provided that:
1. No items that are clearly in disrepair,
or have peeling paint and finishes, should
not be placed outside.
2. The number of items placed outside
should be limited. There should be just
enough items to accomplish the purpose
of the outdoor display which, of course, is
to attract business without looking like an
outdoor flea market.
3. All items should be returned indoors
at the end of each business day, and
should in no way impede pedestrian traffic.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/14/05, The Times
Fee: $26.01

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday, April 12, 2005 the following ordinances entitled:
AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE
A SUB-STANDARD LOT ON
MORSE AVENUE IN THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, COUNTY OF UNION,
AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AND TO RELEASE AND
EXTINGUISH THE PUBLIC
RIGHTS THERETO.
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER VII OF THE GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” (PROHIBITED PARKING
ON WESTFIELD AVENUE)
ORDINANCE BY THE MAYOR
AND COUNCIL OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS AMENDING SECTION 20-20.15 OF THE TOWNSHIP ORDINANCES TO
AMEND AND MODIFY MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE SCOTCH PLAINS
FIRE DEPARTMENT
were adopted on second and final reading.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/14/05, The Times
Fee: $34.17

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-18931-04
FILE NO. 8683-04
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

“2005 IMPROVEMENT OF
ELM STREET IN THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY”.

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
BRIAN SCHERBAUM; MRS.
BRIAN SCHERBAUM, WIFE
OF BRIAN SCHERBAUM;

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.
The major items of work under this contract include, but are not limited to, the
following in estimated quantities:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon CASALE &
PELLEGRINO, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is GATEHALL 1,
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054, an
Answer to the Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which FT PROPERTIES LLC is
the plaintiff and BRIAN SCHERBAUM, ET
ALS; are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery
Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-18931-04 within thirty-five
(35) days after April 14, 2005 exclusive of
such date. If you fail to answer or appear
in accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment
by Default may be rendered against you
for relief demanded in the Complaint. You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Office of the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-3534715 - Legal Services Office 908-3544340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate: 1. A certain tax certificate
020858, recorded on 5/14/2002, made by
STEVEN M. DAVIS , Collector of Taxes of
PLAINFIELD, and State of New Jersey to
FIDELITY TAX CORPORATION and subsequently assigned to plaintiff, FT PROPERTIES LLC. This covers real estate located in PLAINFIELD, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 7
BLOCK 827 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
PLAINFIELD. and concerns premises
commonly known as 910-12 3RD PLACE,
PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.
YOU, BRIAN SCHERBAUM, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because you are the owner of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.
YOU, MRS. BRIAN SCHERBAUM,
WIFE OF BRIAN SCHERBAUM, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because plaintiff has been unable
to determine whether defendant BRIAN
SCHERBAUM is married, and if married,
the name of BRIAN SCHERBAUM’s
spouse. If BRIAN SCHERBAUM is married, the plaintiff joins MRS. BRIAN
SCHERBAUM, WIFE OF BRIAN
SCHERBAUM as a defendant for any
possessory or marital rights you may have.
DATED: April 7, 2005
Donald F. Phelan,
Clerk of the Superior Court
of New Jersey
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
1 Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
1 T - 4/14/05, The Leader
Fee: $70.38

9,000 square yards of 4 inch thick stabilized base course
9,000 square yards of 2 inch thick surface course
3,550 cubic yards of roadway excavation, unclassified
3,100 linear feet of granite block curbing
2,080 square feet of 4 inch thick concrete walk
3,325 square feet of 6 inch thick concrete walk
100 square yards of bituminous concrete driveway repair
The successful bidder is hereby advised that construction must be completed no later than August 26, 2005.
All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to submit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.
Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above mentioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. Each bid must
also be accompanied by a Surety Company Certificate stating that said Surety
company will provide the bidder with the
required Performance bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement, Statement of Ownership,
on the forms included in and explained in
the contract documents.
Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975
supplement to the law against discrimination (Affirmative Action) and must pay
workmen the prevailing wage rates promulgated by the New Jersey State Department of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town engineer.
Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured at the office of the Town Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
non-refundable cost of contract documents
is $50.00 made payable to the Town of
Westfield, which must be paid in cash or
certified check. The Mayor and Council
reserve the right to reject any bid, and to
waive any informality in any bid, if in the
interest of the Town, it is deemed advisable to do so.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer
1 T - 4/14/05, The Leader
Fee: $72.93
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Get Outta
The House
By CAROL F. DAVIS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Speed D
Dating
ating and Corporate
Waltz, two original one-act plays
by Barbara Ruban, will be staged
at the Westfield Community
P lay
ers , 1000 North Avenue,
layers
West in Westfield on Saturday,
April 16, at 8 p.m. This is a
fundraiser to support the
organization’s 2004-2005 season.
Please call the box office at (908)
232-1221 for $10 tickets. Refreshments will be served.
*******
otThere will be a Spring P
Potter
ale and SSho
ho
w, sponsored
teryy SSale
how
by The Potters’ Guild of New
Jersey, on April 16 from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m., and Sunday, April 17,
from noon to 5 p.m. at the Community Presbyterian Church,
1459
Deer
Path
in
Mountainside. Admission is
free. For directions, log onto
http://www.pottersguildnj.org/
guild_events.html. Bring cash
or checks only – leave your credit
cards at home.
*******
Beginning on Friday, April 15,
try your luck at St. Agnes
Church, Madison Hill Road in
dwalk
Boardwalk
Clark, at the annual Boar
We e k e n d , with games of
chance, prizes, raffles and an
assortment of food. The fun will
continue on April 16 from 6:30
to 10 p.m. and on April 17 from
1 to 6 p.m. For more information on the festivities, please call
(732) 388-7852 or e-mail
StAgnesChurch@comcast.net.
*******
Magician/illusionist Scott
Drukker will dazzle young and
old alike at the Forum Theater’s
performance of Gr eat Scott …
It ’s M
agic! on Saturday, April
Magic!
23, at 11 a.m. He’s been at it for
more than 25 years, unless that’s
an illusion too. All seats are
reserved and cost $12.50 apiece.
The show is not appropriate
for kids under 2 years old. Call
(732) 548-0582 or visit
www.forumtheatrecompany.com
for more information.
*******
If there are still seats available,
ohnny &
don’t miss Southside JJohnny
The Asbur
ukes on April 16 at
Asburyy JJukes
8 p.m. at the Union County Arts
Center in Rahway. Some of us are
of the opinion that Lyon’s band
was better than Bruce Springsteen’s
E Street Band, although the groups
were not rivals. Call (732) 4998226 for tickets.

Symphony
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

and the sound of each instrument was
ultra clear. There was no muddiness
nor were there balance problems.
Maestro Wroe and the orchestra,
closing the somewhat lengthy concert
with this marvelous piece, gave it their
utmost in a masterful performance.
I would only wish that the orchestra
could perform in the UCAC more
often, as the superior musical result, in
my opinion, far outweighs the minor
inconvenience of Westfield residents’
having to scrounge for parking in downtown Rahway.

READY FOR THE FLING…At the Quimby Street Bandstand, the Westfield-based
Full Count Band will perform during Spring Fling on Sunday, April 17.

Full Count B
and to P
er
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Band
Per
erform
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Fling
WESTFIELD – The Full Count
Band, the professional arm of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) in Westfield will perform at
the annual Spring Fling on Sunday,
April 17, from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
at the Quimby Street Bandstand on
Quimby Street.
An 18-piece big-band consisting of
saxophone, trombone, trumpet and
rhythm section, the ensemble has been
performing at Spring Fling for three
years. Ken Fink leads the band, which

LOCAL STARS
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w
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D. Taliaferro Wallette’s “Moving
Rainbows” pastel was ingenious, the
texture incorporated into Audrey
Wreszin’s watercolor, “Orchid” was a
treat, and passion burst beyond the
canvas in Bob Yurochko’s acrylic, “The
Kiss – Rodin.”
The absolute best piece in the entire
“Art ‘05” was “La-Piccola Rosa (Little
Rosa), an oil by Rosalia Verdun. Exquisite detail, gentle brush strokes and
painstaking care brought this wideeyed little beauty to life. Kudos, bows
and curtsies to Ms. Verdun.
Famed WAA artists like Marie Gerus,
Hanna Keselman, Maxine King, John
Less, Burton Longenbach, Fran Mauer,
S. Allyn Schaeffer and Roy Steinberg
stuck to the signature styles that make
them legendary.
For example, Ms. Keselman’s always
delivers (as she did this year with her
oil, “Blue Chicken and Kohlrabi”) ultra-vibrant still-life paintings, and Ms.
King’s ink and watercolor scene (as
always) magnetized its audience with
its intriguing and provocative theme.
The Three Kings of Oil and Watercolor – Messrs. Less, Longenbach and
Schaeffer – continued to astound spectators. Mr. Less’ “Girl With Teddy Bear”
portrait was true perfection, Mr.
Longenbach did not disappoint with his
subtle and calming watercolor, “Sunlight
and Shadow,” and finally, Mr. Schaeffer’s
tall oil, “Woods Edge,” truly deserved its
“Award of Excellence,” especially for the
composition and gorgeous detail.
Unfortunately, some pieces were
somewhat substandard, including
Colette LeMay’s oil “Sand Castles,”
Millicent Brody’s murky photograph, “World Wide Web,” Ginger
Pierce’s basic ocean scene, “Flat Rock
Beach” (oil), Christine Sutkowski’s
drawing, “Just Another Day,” and
Dorothy Wilkinson’s understated
oil, “Dolls.”
Additionally, Barbara Zietchick’s
monotype, “Whoo?” was not her best,
but she always presents a medium we
enjoy.
Admission to the show, which will
continue through Sunday, April 17, is
free. The Community Room, which is
handicapped accessible, is located inside the Westfield Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street.
On Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, the show will be open from noon to
2 p.m. On Saturday, April 16, the exhibit
will be offered from noon to 4 p.m. and
on April 17 from noon to 2 p.m.

Variety of Courses to B
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WESTFIELD – Course offerings
on tap this year at the Westfield Summer Workshop (WSW), a division of
the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA), have been revealed.
Thirty arts and crafts courses, such as
airbrush, architecture, cartooning, sculpture, graphic design, mosaics, pottery
and toy design, are planned. Communications classes include Shakespeare,
mythology, writing, science fiction and
movie making. From the 10 dance and
movement selections, youngsters can
choose from fencing, gymnastics, dance
pom or musical theater.
New to the drama department this
year are classes in clowning and juggling, which compliment others in
magic and improvisation. “Kaleidoscope,” or special interests, gives children an opportunity to explore 12 different topics, such as chess, cooking,
science and math. The music department offers classes in band, guitar, keyboarding, strings and vocal music.
A separate pre-school program for
four and five-year-olds will contain music, creative movement, crafts, drama,
Spanish and violin in a self-contained
workshop. “Afternoon Adventures,” a
full-day program in conjunction in the
Westfield Y, is also planned.
The WSW offers two theater programs, which will train participants in
voice, dance, acting, improvisation,

covers many styles of jazz.
During Spring Fling, Full Count will
play some old Big Band favorites and a
number of new songs from the Count
Basie swing era, right up to some new
rock and funk numbers to the Average
White Band, The Buddy Rich Band
and The Maynard Ferguson Band.
For more information about
the band, please visit www.westfieldnj.com/
fullcount.

NE
W PR
OVIDENCE – Hickory
NEW
PRO
Tree Chorus, an award-winning
women’s chorus singing four-part
acappella harmony in barbershop style,
won first place blue ribbons and was
awarded the winners’ trophy at the
Greater New York Region 15 Contest
of Sweet Adelines International on
March 19 in Philadelphia.
As Regional Chorus Champions,
Hickory Tree will represent Region 15
at the 2006 Sweet Adelines International Competition in Las Vegas.
Hickory Tree has a solid record of
placing among the top three choruses
at regional competitions since 1977.
During that time, the group has represented the Greater New York region at
five previous international contests as
regional champions. The chorus’ 70plus members from over 40 communities in the New Jersey/New York area
are pleased to have added a sixth firstplace medal to their collection.
Five of Hickory Tree’s chapter/interchapter quartets competed the same weekend in the Greater New York Region 15
Quartet contest: Brocade, Capriccio, Escape, Fortissimo, and Magic Moments.
When the final scores were revealed,
Escape won the first place plaque and
blue ribbons, Fortissimo took fifth
place, and Capriccio captured the Novice Quartet award. Escape will represent the Greater New York region at
the 2005 international contest in New
Orleans this September.

set design, and other aspects of musical production.
The Workshop Theater will present
My Fair Lady (no audition required)
for those in grades six through nine.
Showcase Theater will present Into
the Woods for students in grades 9
through 12. Teen performers can call
(908) 789-9696 to arrange for an audition for Into the Woods. Both theater programs will be taught by experienced professionals and will present
fully-staged performances at the end
of July.
WSW classes run from 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., from Wednesday, June
29, to Friday, July 29, at Roosevelt
Intermediate School (RIS) on Clark
Street in Westfield. The Showcase
Theater begins on Monday and Tuesday, June 27 and 28, at the NJWA
Annex on 361 South Avenue, West in
Westfield, and then continues at RIS
in the afternoons.
Students in grades one through eight
can take from one to five classes per day,
with the exception of the two theater
productions, which are five period classes.
The WSW, a tuition-based program,
is open to all New Jersey residents. To
receive a brochure or further information, please visit the NJWA office at
150-152 East Broad Street in Westfield,
or call the special WSW phone number at (908) 518-1551.

Photo by Laura Martorella

COORDINATING FOR A CAUSE…Deborah Lintz, right, jokes with Aviva
Volunteer Coordinator Maggie Moulatsiotis during a rehearsal with the actors.
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partment of Children and Family Services employees, who immediately supplied her with group home contacts.
Maggie Moulatsiotis, the volunteer
coordinator at Aviva, was very receptive to the idea of a mentoring program, and after thorough interviews
with the home’s residents, Film Outreach LA began its pilot project (made
possible by a grant from UCLA’s Center for Partnerships and assistance from
the Unusual Suspects Theatre Company and SaReNDeBiTy Films).
Ms. Lintz and the other mentors,
including actor and WHS classmate
Tom Urbano, worked with Aviva residents (credited as “The Young Women
of Aviva Family and Children’s Services” to protect their privacy) on directing, casting, writing, editing and
more.
“When Tom heard that I was developing this project, he said he would do
whatever he could to help, and he’s
been a great production assistant,” she
said.
Man, Where’s My Shoe? has been
featured in the 2004 Nosotros American Latino Film Festival and Laugh Is
Hope Comedy Film Festival.

Ms. Lintz is looking forward to the
movie’s New Jersey premiere in part
because she will meet Garden State
Film Festival Executive Director Diane
Raver, who has expressed interest in
starting similar mentoring and educational outreach programs in this state.
“This wonderful film by those fabulous teens is an inspiration for our
audience,” Ms. Raver said. “These kids
who have nothing, but the fact that
they can produce something that creative and professional, is an inspiration
to us all.”
Man, Where’s My Shoe? was shown
on April 9 at the Paramount Theater in
Asbury Park, where she won the
Broader Vision Award for Filmmaking
Dedicated to the Greater Good.
Ms. Lintz noted that, during the
festival, she saw some great films, met
other filmmakers from New Jersey and
Los Angeles, and met cast members
from HBO’s “The Sopranos.”
For more information about the
movie and Film Outreach LA, please
visit www.manwheresmyshoe.org and
www.filmoutreachla.org, respectively.
More details about the festival are available at www.gsff.com.
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CONTEST WINNER…Alana Zepka of Westfield was the Union County winner
in the Saint Barnabas Burn Foundation Annual Burn Awareness Poster Contest.
More than 200 entries from 10 counties were received. Alana, her family and teachers
attended an awards luncheon at Saint Barnabas Medical Center where she received
a $50 U.S. Savings Bond. Pictured with Alana is Millburn Firefighter John Zarnick.
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Sin City: Nothing SSacr
acr
ed
acred
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 POPCORNS

Guilty thrills prevail in Sin City. A
freefalling, groundbreaking transfer to
film of Frank Miller’s graphic novels, the
noirish nihilism delights in upping the
shock ante with each scene. It is the
Peck’s bad boy of cinema, vociferously
claiming that its cutting edge, technological meshing of live action and cartoon gives it license to behave badly.
Agree or not, the unrelenting, unapologetic assault on the senses will render you
mouth agape for most of its 126 minutes.
Offering only the slimmest thread of
morality to justify the rapid-fire deployment of sex and violence, co-directors
Miller and Robert Rodriguez introduce
the audience to down-on-his-luck, occasionally corrupt Hartigan. He’s the closest thing Sin City has to a good guy.
Portrayed by Bruce Willis, the hardened gumshoe has outlined a last stab at
grace for himself. In Sin City, where just
about anything goes and nobody cares,
he will save both the virtue and life of
little Nancy Callahan, a 12-year-old who,
because of plot contrivances too complicated to explain here, has fallen into the
hands of those evil powers that be.
Just in case you’re curious, suffice it to
note this unholy hierarchy includes a
cardinal, his senator brother and a very
well connected cannibal. You read it
right here.
It should be noted, however, that the
who, what and where of Sin City is
notably less important to the directors’
purposes than the style and mood. That’s
not to give Rodriguez and Miller dispensation for prizing razzmatazz over reason. It’s just a fact. The entertaining,
walk-on-the-wild side paean to
hardboiled writers like Hammett, Chandler and Spillane is essentially a blackeyed, twirling lazy Susan of their murky
notions and ploys.
Borrowing gamely from the genre, Sin
City is not really one story, but rather a
conglomeration … a strange, distilled
essence of film noir. There’s the rub … at
once the film’s strong suit as well as its
undoing.
Indeed, the rat-a-tat-tat of glib notions in consort with stylized violence
comprises its curious cachet. Granted,
since it’s at least one-half cartoon in
spirit you expect more caricature than
character, more sensation than substance.
Still, you can’t help but wonder if a truly
original script might have legitimized
the otherwise controversial doings. While
there are a few surprises, Chinatown
(1974) it is not.
All the same, it’s quite a ride. The
action has its own frenetic, brutally hypnotic pace. And, imbuing the comic sensibilities with more credence than you’d
think possible, a truly fine cast boasts
willing accomplices to the madness.
Sharing about equal screen time with
Willis, Mickey Rourke as crazy Marv
issues the coup de grace in his neverending obsession for offbeat roles. Reminiscent of the hulking Moose Molloy in
Farewell my Lovely (1975), but with a
tip of the hat to Karloff, the deranged,
drunken, pill-popping Marv is also a
man with a mission. Only in his case the
lady he wishes to vindicate is a prostitute

with whom he recently spent a night. She
was murdered as they slept.
Although he had never seen her before, poor, pathetic, street-fighting Marv
has decided that Goldie (Jaime King) was
his one true love. And she will be avenged.
Well, they say you have to have a goal.
Similar subtexts populate the doings.
And while it is never quite explained
what it is about Basin City (Sin City is
just a euphemism) that brings out the
primeval instinct in its denizens, these
are very angry people. There is no Little
League; no one working in their garden,
no cheery mailman making his rounds.
It’s all rain-soaked back alleys and smokefilled bars. Everybody is just out to get
somebody. You simply wake up in the
morning and start looking to kill someone.
For example, Jackie Boy, a crooked
cop deliciously etched by Benicio Del
Toro, has a grudge against the Olde
Towne girls, a guild of sporting ladies led
by a very sexy Rosario Dawson as Gail.
Likewise, Gail and her dominatrix-attired gang, who double as machinegunwielding freedom fighters, have a few
vendettas of their own.
Finally, without digging too deeply
into the muck and mire of the shamelessly sordid screenplay, there is Dwight,
played by Clive Owen. An ex photographer who’s secretly seeing Jackie Boy’s
girlfriend Shellie (Brittany Murphy), his
fate is soon inextricably tied to the Old
Towne crew.
Of course, unless you’re a fan of this
sub-literature, the details of the seamy
saga are rather beside the point. Actually
based on three of Miller’s graphic novels
— “The Big Fat Kill,” “That Yellow
Bastard” and “Sin City” — the raucous
rigmarole is, for all intents and purposes,
merely a frame upon which the filmmakers can hang their prize. That’s the visuals.
For all its lowdown contemplations,
there’s no denying Sin City’s high-tech
triumph. It is stunning. Practically each
frame could stand alone, the actors’ manner and movements superbly simulating
the pen and ink look of the source material.
Filmed primarily in black and white,
color is used only for emphasis. A woman’s
sequined dress might be red. And while
someone may also bleed that shade, the
life fluid could flow white from another.
Those who have nothing better to do
with their time may want to read the
symbolism into these chromatic choices.
As for the rest of us, the film is more a
happening than some tome to be plumbed
for meaning ... a technical watershed,
albeit with an edge. Viewed from that
perspective it is akin to riding old Dobbin into town to see the newfangled contraption just arrived from back East.
Purely educational, mind you. At least
that’s my rationalization for recommending Sin City.
Whether or not it’ll save me from
eternal damnation remains to be seen.

*******

Sin City
City, rated R, is a Dimension
Film’s release directed by Frank Miller
and Robert Rodriguez and stars Bruce
Willis, Mickey Rourke and Rosario
Dawson. Running time: 126 minutes.

WESTFIELD — Lovers of Johann
Sebastian Bach’s music will be treated
to four events in one weekend devoted
to the composer’s life and works.
The three concerts and a symposium
will span humorous chamber works to
virtuoso solo repertoire to the piccolo
trumpets in the gala festival concert.
On Friday, April 15, at 7:30 p.m.,
the Chapter House of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield, will be transformed into
“Zimmermanns Kaffeehaus” in tribute to the Leipzig coffee house where
many of Bach’s chamber works were
first performed. Then, as now, patrons
sitting around tables enjoyed coffee
and cakes with their music, and enjoyed a good joke, as well.
Since this program falls on tax day,
soprano Laura Heimes will sing several
“adaptations” of Bach’s songs, such as
The CPA Lullaby and The Watchful
Eye, based on music from the Notebook for Anna Magdelena Bach. The
program will also include Concerto for
Oboe D’amore, the Wedding Cantata,
and the Concerto for Three Harpsichords in D Minor with soloists Edward Brewer, Barbara Thomson, and
Victoria Griswold. Admission is $20.
At 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 16,
scholars Henry Wyatt, Paul Somers and
Jason Tramm will discuss two topics: the
history of choral performance in Bach,
and Bach as a person, the man behind
the notes. This event will be held in the
Patton Auditorium of the First Congregational Church of Westfield, 125 Elmer
Street. Admission is $15.
At 2 p.m., four noted recitalists will
present a “marathon” concert of music
for solo instruments in the sanctuary of
the Congregational Church. In addition, violinist Ruotao Mao will perform the Partita in E Major, and at 2:30
p.m., harpsichordist Edward Brewer

will play music from the Notebook
from Anna Magdelena Bach and the
Partita No.1 in B-Flat.
At 3 p.m., cellist Eliot Bailen will
present the Suite No. 5 in C Minor,
and the “marathon” will conclude with
organist Barbara Thomson playing selections from the Orgelbüchlein and
the Prelude and Fugue in E-Flat Major
(the “St. Anne”) from 3:30 to 4 p.m.
Admission is $20.
The North Jersey Bach Festival will
wrap up with its Gala Festival Concert
at the First United Methodist Church
of Westfield, 1 East Broad Street, on
Sunday evening, April 17, at 7:30 p.m.
The Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO), led by Maestro David Wroe,
will present some of Bach’s most beautiful pieces, beginning with the
Brandenburg Concerto No. 2 with piccolo trumpets.
The Concerto for Two Violins in D
Minor will follow with concertmaster
Anton Miller and Assistant Concertmaster Yukie Handa featured as soloists. Bach’s Magnificat for chorus and
orchestra will finish off the program
with piccolo trumpets, chorus and soloists, including Soprano I, Meredith
Hoffmann-Thomson, well-known to
area audiences; Soprano II, Tory
Brower; Mezzo-soprano Abigail Nims;
Tenor Salvatore Diana; and Baritone
David Arnold of the Metropolitan
Opera. Admission is $35 for prime
seating and $25 for standard seating.
Tickets are available from the
WSO office (908) 232-9400, the
Plainfield Music Store, or Classical New
Jersey Society (908) 222-1742,
Classicnj.society@verizon.net.
The North Jersey Bach Festival has
been made possible by grants from the
Westfield Foundation, the Union
County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, and PNC Bank.

Kids on Keys get Distinction passes in Trinity
College of Music Examinations

Students of Susannah Marks -director of the Kids on Keys Program held at The New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts all gained exceptional results in Trinity College,
examinations. Trinity College London, provide a world wide uniform standard of
assessment in Music. As such , they are an extraordinarily useful tool for student placement
in academic programs and an internationally recognized certification of proficiency.
All of the above students gained distinction passes (90-100%) in their grade 1
examinations. From left to right Jackie Roger, Katherine Ko, Kathleen Tang, Geoffrey ko.
Anyone interested in the Kids on Keys program may contact NJWA (908)789 9696 for
further details or enrollment. Kids on Keys will be performing downtown Westfield this
Sunday at the Spring Fair outside NJWA from 11am to 1pm.
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EXTRAORDINARY OILS AND ACRYLICS...The Westfield Art Association’s (WAA) 81st Annual Members’ Show “Art ‘05” spotlighted some of the most brilliant
examples of oil and acrylic painting. Pictured, left to right, are: John Less’ oil, “Girl With Teddy Bear,” Karen Freudenberger’s oil, “Still Life with Strawberries,” Joan
Polishook’s acrylic, “En Plein Air,” and Rosalia Verdun’s oil, “La-Piccola Rosa (Little Rosa)”.

Signatur
tyles, N
ediums SSur
ur
mpr
ess
ignaturee SStyles,
Neew M
Mediums
uree to IImpr
mpress
Spectators at Westfield Ar
Ar
Artt Association
Association’’s ‘‘Ar
Artt ‘05’
By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – In this year’s member show, “Art ’05,” presented by the
Westfield Art Association (WAA), some
artists daringly stretched their
skills beyond their creative comfort levels, others remained
buoyed by their signature styles
and a few needed improvements.
Overall, however, the 81st annual exhibition proved that this
association boasts some of the
most accomplished oil, acrylic and
watercolor painters imaginable,
and has the capacity to make some
laudable forays into pastel, charcoal, pencil and encaustic, while
offering a handful of noteworthy
photographs and sculptures.
In 2003, Mark Albertson was
awarded for his oil, “Benefit
Street,” but the artist’s entry this
year, the pensive oil entitled, “In
Or Out,” did not garner the recognition it deserved. His interpretation of shadow, light and
various values made this painting
marvelously photorealistic and a pleasure to behold.
The magnolias depicted by watercolor wonder Jane Annis were on par
All photos by Michelle Helen Le Poidevin for
The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Peonies” by Rosalie Hettenbach

“Apogee” by Maxine King

“Iris Garden” by Vicki Bloye Gainsburg

“Lady In Red” by Maxwell Sang

with the award-winning bevy of purple
irises painted by Vicki Bloye Gainsburg
in the award-winning “Iris Garden”
(watercolor).
One could spot artist Francesca

Azzara across the room in her abstract
encaustic, “Another White Dress,”
which featured a small self-portrait in
the canvas’s left-hand corner. Hopefully, more WAA members will experiment with this new medium, which
the artist recently explained during a
WAA demonstration.
Ms. Azzara’s encaustic was not the
only new medium introduced at the
WAA exhibition. Tucked next to her
painting was David Richman’s mosaic,
“Coffee, Hunk of Bread and Apple,”
which kept the display fresh and
ground-breaking.
Artists like Brooke Gardiner, who
normally excels in glassblowing design, and Christine Parker, who sticks
to traditional florals and landscapes,
stretched beyond their normal bound-

WAA 2005 Award Winners
Of 81st Annual Exhibition
Awar
ds of E
wards
Exxcellence
John Less, “Girl With Teddy Bear,” oil,
$1,600.
S. Allyn Schaeffer, “Woods Edge,” oil,
$2,000.
Jeanne Smith, “Leaving Childhood Behind,” pastel, $350.
Audrey Wreszin, “Orchid,” watercolor,
Not For Sale.
Awar
ds of M
erit
wards
Merit
Gladys Reimers, “The Tie That Binds,”
sculpture, $1,200.
Marcia Sandmeyer Wilson, “Ocean City,
NJ 1917,” oil, $850.
Maxwell Sang, “Lady In Red,” oil,
$1,500.
Barbara Wirkus, “Forgotten,” photograph, $50.
Contemporar
war
d
Contemporaryy Ar
Artt A
Awar
ward
Edmund Spiro, “Owl,” sculpture, $650.
Betty Rappold M
emorial A
war
d
Memorial
Awar
ward
Rosalia Verdun, “La-Picolla Rosa (Little
Rose),” oil, $1,800.
Norman Webb M
emorial A
war
d
Memorial
Awar
ward
Burton Longenbach, “Sunlight and
Shadow,” watercolor, $1,200.
Kathr
yn & D
enzil B
ush Memorial A
war
Kathryn
Denzil
Bush
Awar
wardd
Linda Kolar, “Robert,” oil, $600
Catherine BBarnett
arnett & FFrred SSitzler
itzler M
emorial AAwar
war
Memorial
wardd
Rosalie Hettenbach, “Peonies,” oil,
$2,500.
Jeanette G
olda M
emorial A
war
d
Golda
Memorial
Awar
ward
Paula Pearl, “Bucks County,” watercolor, Not For Sale.
Honorable M
ention
Mention
Jane Annis, “Magnolias,” watercolor,
Not For Sale.
Vicki Bloye Gainsburg, “Iris Garden,”
watercolor, $950.
Roseann Chester-Yocaret, “Ruby’s
Daughter Circa 1955,” pencil, Not For
Sale.
Maxine King, “Apogee,” ink and watercolor, $795.
Betty Stroppel, “Abandoned,” watercolor, $750.
Eileen Willoughby, “Harvey,” oil, Not
For Sale.
People
war
d
eople’’s Choice A
Awar
ward
To Be Announced

aries. Mr. Gardiner explored colored
pencil in his “Wolf ” portrait with fine
results, and Ms. Parker took a chance
with her abstract “Untitled” acrylic.
Using more vibrant primary colors in-

freshing acrylic portrait of a painter in
“En Plein Air,” which were all unfortunately overlooked by the judge.
Rounds of applause to Roseann
Chester-Yocaret for her charming pencil drawing, “Ruby’s Daughter Circa 1955,” and Adrian
Giuliani’s pastel, “Jami
Swimming,” which demonstrated a wonderful command of the medium.
Formidable portraits
were offered in Linda
Kolar’s oil, “Robert” and
Mary Paynter’s pastel,
“Thursday, A.M.” However, Maxwell Sang nearly
stole the show with his
photorealistic oil, “Lady In
Red,” which had an Audrey
Hepburn à la Breakfast at
Tiffany’s air about it.
Many hoorahs to Darsey
Michelle Helen Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Hoelzer for her pastel stillEXUDING EXCELLENCE...Pictured, left to right,
are: John Curch’s watercolor, “Mandolin Man” and life, “Sunny Side Up,”
Elissa Merkl for her seriMark Albertson’s oil, “In Or Out?”
graph, “Celestial Seasonstead of her usual fluorescent pastels, ing,” which exploded with contrasting
Grace MacDonald dazzled the eye with colors illustrating a flaming sky and a
cool earth below, and to Paula Pearl for
her oil, “Reverence.”
Sona Berke should be applauded for her pleasant homage to Buck’s County
her demure depiction of a ballet dancer in her watercolor.
Edward Spiro’s wonderfully whimin the pastel, “The Rehearsal,” which
was absolutely Degas-esque. John sical “Owl” sculpture and Marcia
Curch’s watercolor, “Mandolin Man” Sandmeyer Wilson’s commanding
should have received some type of “Ocean City, NJ 1917” also made “Art
Honorable Mention for the piece’s con- ‘05” a joy to behold. Jeanne Smith’s
templative style and unique composi- pastel, “Leaving Childhood Behind”
tion. The same holds true for Karen richly deserved its WAA award, and
Freudenberger’s snapshot of everyday another pastel, “Lake at Sunset” by
life in the oil, “Still Life with Strawber- Barbara Uhr was also laudable.
ries,” as well as Joan Polishook’s reContinued on P
age 21
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The first Earth Day was celebrated
in the spring of 1970, after Senator
Gaylord Nelson, using a means of protest made popular during the Vietnam
War, scheduled demonstrations in favor of the environment on college campuses across the United
States.
Today, Earth Day is
an annual event celebrated each April 22 by
those concerned about
the environment. In addition to attending
scheduled events that
commemorate the day,
school children are encouraged to read about
the environment.
Dawn Publications, a
California-based publisher, specializes in
books for children that inspire a deeper
understanding and appreciation for all
life on Earth. Some of their recent
children’s book offerings
include “Forest Bright,
Forest Night” a flipbook
by Jennifer Ward. Open
it one way and read
about the animals of the
forest by day. Flip it over
and read about the forest animals by night. The
simple rhyming and
fully illustrated text
makes this book a perfect treat for children
ages 3 to 8.
Children ages 4 to 10
will enjoy meeting the
community of creatures that lives in a
soggy-boggy wetland in “Near One
Cattail: Turtles, Logs and Leaping
Frogs” by Anthony Fredericks.
“A theme of this book is to show how
a community works and functions effectively, even when everyone is different,” stated Mr. Fredericks. The book
is illustrated by Jennifer DiRubbio, a
graduate of Pratt Institute.
Mr. Fredericks and Ms. DiRubbio
have also teamed up to produce “In
One Tidepool: Crabs, Snails and Salty
Tails” This book centers around the life
forms found in a tide pool, a habitat
found at the end of the ocean. The
Field Notes found in the back of “In
One Tidepool,” as well as in other
books by Mr. Fredericks, add immea-

surably to the educational value of these
books.
“Eliza and the Dragonfly” by Susie
Caldwell Rinehart is the story of a
dragonfly’s transformation from a
nymph to a flying creature, and of
Eliza’s observations as she watches it
happening. This book is targeted to
readers ages 4 to 10.
What grows in a
Coral Reef habitat?
“Over in the Ocean: In
a Coral Reef ” by
Marianne Berkes, based
on the song “Over in
the Meadow,” brings
both a counting as well
as a musical element to
the corral reef. The back
matter brings to life the
animals found in the
story.
Authors Helen and
Clive Dorman have collaborated to translate stories of natural
chimpanzee behavior in the wild into
picture book format. The Okomi Series with Jane Goodall
is a series of eight books
that present Jane
Goodall’s observations
in the wild in such a
way as to captivate very
young readers.
Wonderful creatures
of nature come alive
through the curious eyes
of a young girl in “All
Around Me, I See,” a
picture book by Laya
Steinberg. This book,
written for ages 3 to 8
combines the best of fiction and nonfiction, and shows the joy
of discovering the beauty of nature.
John Denver’s love of dolphins, expressed in his lullaby, “Ancient Rhymes”
has taken on a new life in the picture
book, “Ancient Rhymes, A Dolphin
Lullaby,” the second book in Dawn
Publications’ John Denver & Kids Book
Series. The goal of these books is to
bring Mr. Denver’s environmental
themes to children.
“Sunshine on My Shoulders” was
the first book in the series, and soon to
come is “Take Me Home, Country
Roads.” “Ancient Rhymes, A Dolphin
Lullaby” is available in both paperback
and hardcover. The hardcover edition
includes a CD recording of Mr. Denver singing the song.

Finerman, her job lacked a key component – public outreach.
“I didn’t have that much time to
do community service and I missed
it,” said Ms. Lintz.
She left her job and enrolled in
law school at the University of California – Los Angeles (she is now an
attorney at Hughes, Hubbard &
Reed LLP). When classes began, so

WESTFIELD – The Third Annual Garden State Film Festival
screened Man, Where’s My Shoe?, a
short film produced by Westfield
native Deborah Lintz, this past weekend.
The screening gives Ms. Lintz an
opportunity to return to New Jersey
and showcase a work that
combines her two passions
– filmmaking and community service.
Her production company,
Film Outreach LA, made the
movie with help from residents at the Aviva Family and
Children’s Services group
home in Los Angeles.
The project is Film Outreach LA’s firs movie, and its
production allowed the
young women at Aviva to
learn about filmmaking as
well as to sharpen their leadership abilities and creativity.
“The girls took their
jobs very seriously and
were very professional,”
Ms. Lintz told The
Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “They loved it.”
Ms. Lintz’s record of
helping others goes back to
Photo by Joel W. Henderson
her days as a member of the MAKING WESTFIELD PROUD…Westfield
Class of 1996 at Westfield High School graduates Deborah Lintz and Tom
High School (WHS), Urbano meet outside of the Aviva Family and
where she was active in the Children’s Services group home in Los Angeles.
Key Club. She also volundid her work with foster children,
teered at the local American Red Cross but this situation was the opposite
chapter and St. Clare’s, a summer camp of the one she left behind.
for orphans suffering from AIDS.
“I loved working with those kids,
She later ventured to the University but I missed the creative aspect of
of Pennsylvania (UP), where she made filmmaking,” Ms. Lintz said. “I
a difference in the lives of at-risk thought about what I really wanted
teenagers by implementing a theater to do, and I felt it would be perfect
program at University City High if I could both make films and menSchool in West Philadelphia. This tor at-risk kids.”
achievement earned Ms. Lintz a speMs. Lintz joined a city advisory
cial community service award at the board, and during a meeting, she
2000 UP commencement ceremony. stood up and announced her goal.
Following her college graduation,
“I said I wanted to start a jobshe landed what she thought was her training program and fun activities
dream job – assisting Hollywood program all in one for these kids,”
producer Wendy Finerman (who she told The Leader/Times. Her
won the Academy Award for Best audience of other board members
Picture producing Forrest Gump). included Los Angeles County DeWhile she enjoyed working for Ms.
Continued on P
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WESTFIELD — The April 9
Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO)
concert at the Union County Arts Center (UCAC) in Rahway featured the
world premiere of Edison Invents, first
movements of piano concertos performed by three talented NJMTA (New
Jersey Music Teachers Association)
competition winners, and a less frequently played Beethoven symphony.
Music Director David Wroe conducted the orchestra with his characteristic energy and expertise.
Edison Invents, with music by Robert Cohen and libretto by Herschel
Garfein, was commissioned by the WSO
with a matching grant from the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation. Performed with full costume and props, the
piece is essentially a one-man staged
drama with spoken monologue and sung
passages. Broadway baritone Ron
Bohmer captivated the audience with a
commanding portrayal of the inventor.
The libretto jumped around a bit, but
it generally tracked his life up until the
death of his wife at 29, when he was well
on his way to literally electrifying the
world. The dedication and drive to invent was juxtaposed with moments of
regret as he promised to be home every
night yet failed to do so, ultimately receiving a telegram notifying him of his
wife’s death. The music was very accessible, capturing the activity of technological progress with a mechanized sound
as well as the inventor’s more human side
with more tender and melodic passages.
The combination of superb acting,
storytelling, and musical mood painting provided the audience with an altogether spellbinding experience. When
it ended after what seemed like a brief
30 minutes, the majority of the audience did not want the piece to end.
The second half of the program began with 11-year-old Christianna Bates’
technically flawless rendition of the first
movement from Mozart’s Piano Concert No. 23 in A major, K. 488. Although there seemed to be few musical
surprises in store from this youngster,
for someone this age to play with such
poise and precision was truly astounding. The rhythmic and tonal evenness of
her scales and passage work were something to behold. The more nuanced
musicality will come with time.
Emiko Edwards, 13, almost seemed
to run out to the piano as Christianna
ended her final curtain call. The breakneck speed of Mendelssohn’s virtuoso
piano writing, typified in the opening

movement of his Piano Concerto No.
1 in G minor, left little room for error
or reflection. Emiko attacked the piece
with the ferocity of a center striker in a
championship soccer match (she plays
on her town’s traveling U-13 team).
Emiko seemed supremely confident
during her performance, as she negotiated the rapid scales, arpeggios, and
octaves with flawless accuracy and dynamism. My only reservation regarding her rendition was that her sound,
especially in her left-hand octaves, could
be harsh at times. If her phrasing tended
to sound a bit predetermined, it was
difficult to ascertain in this extremely
rapid, melodramatic movement, which
almost flew by the listener.
Jinhee Kim, the grand dame of the
three at the advanced age of 18, dazzled
with her entrance in a glittering lavender and gold gown. What her rendition
of the first movement of Beethoven’s
Piano Concerto No. 3 in C minor lacked
in absolute technical accuracy was more
than compensated for by an engaging
and musically satisfying performance.
Jinhee’s playing seemed spontaneously
happening in the moment. She was involved yet listening to herself, making
adjustments, balancing voices, and phrasing like she was singing. She made her
case by immersing herself in the music
while still drawing the audience into her
experience. But getting involved in the
performance afforded more risk, and the
occasional missed note or splattered chord
was inevitable. In the scheme of things,
her musicality and ability to communicate completely eclipsed all other factors.
Although Jinhee was able to elicit a
big sound from the piano, she never
hammered it, but seemed to draw the
sound out of it organically, which gave
the music life.
I was pleased that Composer-in-Residence Robert Aldridge wrote extensively in his program notes about
Beethoven’s underplayed Symphony
No. 4 in B flat major, which has always
been one of my personal favorites. As a
whole, it is unabashedly upbeat, but, in
addition to its ominous B flat minor
introduction in the first movement,
hints at the minor modality throughout for harmonic ambiguity and spice.
In this piece as well as the rest of the
concert, the orchestra sounded especially good because of the Union
County Arts Center’s fine acoustics.
With absorbent material surrounding
the orchestra, a high ceiling, and ample
width for the ensemble, the pianissimos in the hall were indeed hushed,
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