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Piggybank
Savings

Earn 2% interest—

2.02% APY*

www.townbank.com

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

No minimum balance required.
Open with $10 or more and we’ll add another $10!

Rated ★★★★★ by BauerFinancial, Inc.

* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Rates subject to change based on market conditions and without further notice. Account must remain open for one year to earn $10 premium.

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

2281 South Avenue • Scotch Plains

No Fee If Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

Governor Codey Signs Value
Engineering Bill into Law

SCOTCH PLAINS — Governor
Richard Codey has signed Assembly
Bill 2809 into law. Sponsored by As-
semblywoman Linder Stender, A2809
permits contractors hired by coun-
ties, municipalities and authorities to
propose cost saving contract changes
after the contract has been awarded.

Substituting new materials, time
management methods and new tech-
nological advances will be permitted
provided that they provide a direct
cost savings and meet the county,
municipality or authority’s approval.

A2809 states that savings of the
engineering construction change
will be equally shared between the
contractor and the contracting body
such as the county, municipality or
authority.

“By allowing contractors and con-

tracting entities to share equally in
the resulted savings, contractors will
be provided with an incentive to save
taxpayer dollars,” said Asw. Stender.

Under the terms of this legisla-
tion, the contractor will be liable
for the costs of researching any
changes to the contract or contracts
as well as technical evaluations and
engineering reviews of the proposed
changes performed by the county or
municipality.

On January 20, Asw. Stender was
honored as Legislator of the Year by
the Utility and Transportation Con-
tractors Association (UTCA) for her
sponsorship of Assembly Bill 2809.

On March 14, the final version of
A-2809 passed the Senate with a
vote of 37-0 and the Assembly with
a vote of 77-0.

Senator Scutari Announces
Office Location, Hours

Freeholders to Introduce
Budget Later This Month

By Capt Monte Hibbert, 116th BCT Public Affairs
WINDOWS OF WAR…Water buffalo stare through the windshield of a counter-
mortar patrol vehicle on April 7 in the countryside near Hawijah, Iraq. Soldiers
of the New Jersey National Guard from the Westfield Armory are attached to the
116th Brigade Combat Team.

LINDEN — Senator Nicholas
Scutari, serving the 22nd District,
has announced that his legislative
office, located on the second floor of
1514 East Saint Georges Avenue in
Linden, is open between 9 a.m. and 5

p.m., Monday through Friday.
The 22nd District includes North

Plainfield, Green Brook, Dunellen,
Middlesex, Fanwood, Linden,
Rahway, Scotch Plains, Plainfield,
Winfield Park, and Clark.

“I strongly urge my constituents to
view my office as a resource in navi-
gating the state government,” said
Senator Scutari. “It can be an over-
whelming, sometimes frustrating ex-
perience trying to get the answers
you need. My staff and I are here to
help.”

Common requests involve the pro-
cessing of notary public applications,
inquiries regarding government agen-
cies and assistance in accessing ser-
vices from the state.

“More people should take advan-
tage of the services we provide,” ex-
plained the Senator. “This should not
be the best kept secret in New Jersey.
Your legislators are here for you.”

The office can be contacted via
phone at (908) 587-0404 and via e-
mail at SenScutari@njleg.org.

The mailing address is: Senator
Nicholas Scutari, 1514 East Saint
Georges Avenue, Linden, NJ 07036.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
are expected to introduce the 2005
county budget at their Thursday, April
28, meeting, Freeholder Dan Sullivan
told The Westfield Leader following
last Thursday’s agenda setting meet-
ing.

Freeholder Sullivan, who chairs the
board’s Fiscal Affairs Committee, said
the committee is currently “looking
at the overall tax levy.”

“It certainly will be lower than the
executive budget called for,” Free-
holder Sullivan said.

Under the executive budget sub-
mitted to the board in January by
County Manager George Devanney,
a total of $217.3 million was recom-
mended to be raised in property taxes
to support a $374.7 million budget.
That tax levy was $14 million higher
than last year. The executive budget
represented a 5 percent spending in-
crease over 2004.

Last year’s executive budget was
cut by $1 million dollars prior to its
adoption by the board, officials said.

The Fiscal Affairs Committee also
includes Freeholder Vice Chairman
Al Mirabella of Fanwood, Freehold-
ers Chester Holmes of Rahway and
Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford.

In other business, the board is ex-
pected to take action tonight, April
14, on a resolution establishing a
mutual aid agreement between the
county’s Division of Environmental
Health and Emergency Management
and the Somerset County Office of
Emergency Management.

Department of Public Safety Harold
Gibson said the agreement would
enable the resources of Union and
Somerset counties to assist each other
when necessary. Mr. Gibson said
Somerset officials approached Union
County to discuss the arrangement.

Mr. Gibson also stated Middlesex
County previously provided assis-
tance for the cleanup of hazardous
materials in Elizabeth and Linden,
but no longer offers that service.

“We (Union County Office of Emer-
gency Management) now cover our
entire county,” said Mr. Gibson.

Following last week’s TOPOFF3
terrorism preparedness drill, Mr.
Gibson said he was “very satisfied”
with the county’s emergency man-
agement system.

“I’m kind of concerned that this
isn’t a one-way street” for Somerset
County without a benefit to Union
County services, said Freeholder Al
Mirabella of Fanwood.

Mr. Gibson said the contract with
Somerset County would be a “genu-
ine mutual aid agreement” that would
benefit both counties. There will no

county funding required for the agree-
ment.

The board will also vote on a reso-
lution for the county to enter into an
agreement with the Center for Hope
Hospice of Scotch Plains to provide
hospice services to residents and pa-
tients of Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal in Berkeley Heights.

Runnells Hospital Director Joseph
Sharp told the board that the Center
for Hope Hospice has had an agree-
ment with Runnells for over 20 years.
Most patients will receive hospice
services including spiritual services,
if needed, at Runnells.

A resolution approving a contract
to T&M Associates of Middletown to
provide architectural services to the
county for the renovation of the Ash
Brook Golf Course will be on the
agenda for board action. The contract
is not to exceed $34,500.

The board will also take action on
other  routine business including ap-
proval for Scotch Plains to hang a
banner across Park Avenue in the
center of the township near the mu-
nicipal building from April 25 to May
6 to publicize National Day of Prayer
Observance. The observance will be
held on Thursday, May 5, at 7:30 p.m.
on the Village Green.

A resolution granting permission
to Westfield to close South Avenue,
from Central Avenue to the traffic
circle from 7 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on
Saturday, April 16, for the second
annual Westfield Classic Criterium
Bike Race, will also be on the agenda.
Springfield also is seeking board ap-
proval to close Mountain Avenue be-
tween Caldwell Place and Morris
Avenue on Saturday, May 14, and
Saturday, September 17, between 8
a.m. and 6 p.m. for street fairs spon-
sored by the Springfield Chamber of
Commerce.

The Township of Springfield and
the 225th Anniversary Committee of
the Battle of Springfield will be hold-
ing a parade on Sunday, June 26. The
freeholders will vote on a resolution
tonight to close Mountain Avenue,
between Echo Plaza and North Trivett
Avenue, from 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
for the parade.

Engel Center Brightens Lives
Of Frail Seniors in the Area

By THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF
ELIZABETH-PLAINFIELD

Hazel Garlic’s dedication to assist-
ing the elderly began more than half
a century ago. As a young girl of
seven, she and her mother would take
the time to visit the older members of
her rural Virginia community to en-
sure that their needs were being met.
As a young wife living in the Port
section of Elizabeth, Hazel started a
watch program for the elderly who
lived in low-income housing. It is no
wonder then that this inspiring woman
has just celebrated her 21st year as
part of the Engel Adult Day Center,
located at 505 South Avenue East in
Cranford, and is currently serving as
Program Director.

The center provides older adults
with socialization and motivational
activities in a loving, caring atmo-
sphere. A home away from home, the
center welcomes seniors who need a
structured environment, companion-
ship and monitoring. It offers a wel-
come and much needed respite for
caregivers and allows them to per-
form other necessary duties.

Opened in 1982 as a collaborative
effort of Catholic Community Ser-
vices, the Union County Division on
Aging and the family of Frank and

Anna Engel, the center was origi-
nally called the Older American Kin-
ship Center. The center was renamed
in honor of the Engel Family in 1988.

The center has the capacity to serve
40 clients and is open daily from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. Approximately 70 per-
cent of the center’s clients suffer from
some form of dementia or debilitat-
ing condition. Clients come from all
of eastern Union County, and bus
service to and from much of the county
is provided by the center.

While the Engel Center does have
a paid staff, there is a need for volun-
teers to help the center with its mis-
sion. Those who wish to volunteer
need a special sensitivity toward and
patience with the frail clientele.

Volunteers facilitate group discus-
sions, monitor table games, serve snacks
and lunch, and sometimes just sit with
someone who might otherwise be iso-
lated from the group. Volunteering is a
rewarding way to show appreciation
for this wonderful generation of people
who have much to offer.

Volunteer hours are flexible and
are scheduled according to the
volunteer’s availability. While many
of the center’s volunteers are retired
persons themselves, the center wel-
comes any person who has the time
and willingness to dedicate a portion
of their day to the care of these very
special individuals.

Persons interested in the Engel
Center can call (908) 497-3964.

* * * * * * *
The Junior League of Elizabeth-

Plainfield is an organization of women
committed to promoting volunteerism,
developing the potential of women
and improving the community through
the effective action and leadership of
trained volunteers. For information
or to join, visit www.jlepnj.org or call
(908) 709-1177.

Gorbachev Visiting
Trenton Monday 
TRENTON — Former Soviet

Union President Mikhail Gorbachev
will speak at a buffet luncheon at the
Sovereign Bank Arena in Trenton on
Monday, April 18th at 11 a.m.

Gorbachev will address area busi-
ness association members, commu-
nity members, government officials,
church groups, plus high school, col-
lege and university students and fac-
ulty. 

President Gorbachev will be the
guest of honor at a VIP reception-
interview-dinner event commemorat-
ing his visit to Trenton.

Mr. Gorbachev’s visit marks the
20th anniversary of the sister city
relationship between Trenton and the
Central District of Moscow, Russia.

Westfield Schools Get
Defibrillators, Training

WESTFIELD – An Automated Ex-
ternal Defibrillator has been placed
in every Westfield Public School and
employees from each building are
trained in using the equipment.

 Margaret Teitelbaum, Coordina-
tor of Health Services for the schools,
said the program provides necessary
equipment for emergency cardiac
care. The volunteer emergency team
was certified in CPR and AED.


