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Voters to Decide Fate of Proposed
$58.7 Mil. School Tax Levy Tues.

DOWNTOWN PLANS…Pictured, above, is the proposed development for 213,
215 and 225 LaGrade Avenue, at the corner of Second Street and LaGrande, on
the former site of Dean Oil. The plan, which is proposed for the redevelopment site
in downtown Fanwood, calls for Victorian-style, luxury townhouses to be con-
structed by Mukherji-Landmark, L.L.C.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
A STICH IN TIME…Nick Del Negro recently celebrated his 40th anniversary of
being business in Scotch Plains. After working for 15 years in Italy and learning
the trade, Mr. Del Negro moved to Scotch Plains in 1963. Shortly after coming to
the United States, he opened Diplomat Tailors. He has been serving the area for
40 years.
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Borough Race
rently serves on the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Ms. Wheeler is the Associate Ad-
ministrator at Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County. She has
worked in system development and
hospital administration within public
and private health care systems at five
hospitals over the past 40 years.

Democrats currently hold the
mayor’s office and a 4-2 majority on
the Borough Council.

of business at Monmouth University.
The candidate has been a Little

League manager for 10 years and a
Parent Teacher Association execu-
tive board member at Brunner El-
ementary School for three years.

Mr. McFall, a resident of Scotch
Plains for over 25 years, is the
father of three children, all gradu-
ates of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
public school system. He has over
16 years experience in coaching
girls high school intercity soccer
teams.

A graduate of Lehigh Univer-
sity, Mr. McFall said he has had an
“extensive career” in the corporate
world as a vice president of a Per-
forming Rights Organization and
consultant with Ernst & Whinney.

Currently, he is a member of tech-
nical staff with Bell Labs, Lucent

Technologies, and has been respon-
sible for a staff of over 200 work-
ing with corporate budget and com-
pensation issues.

Ms. Slocum and her husband,
David Blechinger, have three el-
ementary school children, ages
seven, four and two.

Ms. Slocum has worked as a
fourth and fifth grade teacher as
well as a teacher for special needs
children in Westfield, New Mexico,
and Massachusetts.

The candidate holds a master’s
degree in education policy from
Harvard University and is currently
working towards her doctorate de-
gree at Brandeis University in edu-
cation policy in New Jersey and
France.

Election polls are open on Tues-
day from 2 to 9 p.m.

SPFHS Project Graduation
Seeks Community Support

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Parent Teacher Association (PTA) will
host Project Graduation 2005, an all-
night celebration for graduating seniors,
on Thursday, June 23.

The PTA annually sponsors the
event to provide a final social event

for the entire senior class before
they begin their college, trade school
or work careers. The event is held in
a drug-free environment on what is
statistically the most dangerous
night of the year for high school
students.

Project Graduation is organized
with volunteer support and financed
through donations made by parents
and guardians, the school district’s
PTA’s, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Municipal Alliance, local
business and civic groups.

At this time, the SPFHS Project
Graduation Committee requests do-
nations and support from members of
the community.

Monetary donations may be made
to Project Graduation, SPFHS PTA,
SPFHS, Westfield Road, Scotch Plains,
07076. All donations will be acknowl-
edged in a special handout during the
evening graduation ceremony.
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Council Introduces $20.5 Mil.
Budget With 6-Pt. Tax Hike

cilwoman Nancy Malool, who said
the investment would “protect the
valuable inventory in the library.”

Joseph Duff, President of the Li-
brary Board of Trustees, thanked the
council and said he hoped the library
would not have to close during the
roof replacement, which will likely
occur later in the summer.

The council also passed an ordi-
nance modifying membership re-
quirements for the township volun-
teer fire department, which, Council-
woman Malool said, “is always in
need of additional volunteers.” She
said this was “particularly high-
lighted” during last week’s mock bio-
terror attack drill.

The aim of the ordinance is “to ex-
pand the pool of potential candidates,”
said Mrs. Malool. The changes will
permit people from adjoining towns
who live within five miles of one of the
township’s two firehouses, to join the
department and would also allow those
who work in Scotch Plains but don’t
live in town to become a member of the
volunteer fire department.

Another ordinance was passed to
restrict parking on Westfield Avenue
at its intersection with Union Av-
enue. Parking will be prohibited on

the northern side of Westfield Avenue
from Union Avenue eastward 75 feet
and westward 58 feet. Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato explained that the
new restrictions were necessary be-
cause parked cars on that area often
result in sight problems for cars exit-
ing Union Avenue.

A fourth ordinance was passed that
vacates a sub-standard township-
owned lot on Morse Avenue. Coun-
cilwoman Malool said that the 2,800-
square-foot lot is too small to build on
and that a contiguous property owner
has offered to purchase the property
for $1,000.

Mr. Atkins said the township would
begin to pick up leaves and gumballs
along with tree branches and limbs
on Monday, April 25. He asked resi-
dents to separate their leaves and
gumballs from branches because dif-
ferent machines are used to collect
them.

At the start of the meeting, the
council passed a resolution congratu-
lating the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Girls Varsity Swim Team
on winning the state championship.
About 30 members of the team were
in attendance, along with many of
their parents.

Tom Jardim (D)
Mayoral Candidate

Andy Skibitsky (R)
Mayoral Candidate

Jardim to Face Skibitsky
In Race for Town Mayor

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — Former Westfield
Democratic Mayor Tom Jardim will
face off against first-term Republican
Councilman Andy Skitbitsky in the race
to succeed Republican Mayor Greg
McDermott this fall.

When elected in 1996, Mr. Jardim
was the first Demo-
crat to serve as
mayor of Westfield
since 1912.

Mr. Jardim is
joined on the Demo-
cratic line by Audrey
Fisch, First Ward;
Frank Fusaro, Sec-
ond Ward; Dave
Haas, Third Ward,
and Tom Bigosinski,
Fourth Ward.

Joining Councilman Skibitsky, who
represents the Third Ward, on the GOP
ticket are incumbent Sal Caruana in the
First Ward; Vicki Kimmins, Second
Ward; Darielle Walsh, Third Ward, and
Eric Leuthold, Fourth Ward.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, Chair-
man of the Westfield Republican Com-
mittee, said the Republican candidates
are “an incredibly energetic and tal-
ented group of people,” who will “move
Westfield forward into the future.”

Councilman Skibitsky, who was
nominated by the Westfield Republi-
can Town Committee over Mr. Caruana
in February, said the GOP candidates
“come from diverse backgrounds, but
we all value public service and giving
back to the community.”

“I’m looking forward to working with
them to meet Westfield residents, hear
about their concerns, and make our
town a better place for taxpayers and
for families,” Councilman Skibitsky
said.

Mr. Rotter was energetic in announc-
ing the return of Mr. Jardim to head the
Democratic line this November for the
first time since 1998.

“We need to re-elect Mayor Tom
Jardim to get Westfield back on track
by preserving and protecting our neigh-
borhoods and making our streets cleaner
and safer. When he served as mayor,
Tom demonstrated the leadership skills
necessary to bring together people, re-
gardless of political affiliation, all work-
ing for the common good of the town,”
Mr. Rotter said.

Councilman Skibitsky was elected
to his seat in November of 2002, and
noted he has worked to improve traffic
safety by initiating effective and pro-
grams such as the TEAM and DROP
programs and Citizen Radar. He cur-
rently serves as Vice-Chairman of the
Public Works Committee and is a mem-
ber of the Public Safety, Parking and
Transportation Committee.

He graduated cum laude from Rider
University and has worked for Schering-
Plough for the last 16 years.

Former Mayor Jardim stated, “My
time away from local elective office has
also provided me greater perspective
on how important town government
can be in our daily lives. And I again
find myself asking, why aren’t our
streets safer and cleaner? Why are de-
velopers being allowed to alter forever
the character of some of our neighbor-
hoods? Why do we spend so much time
— and money – endlessly studying
problems rather than fixing them? In
my view, we need to get back to basics.”

Mr. Jardim graduated from Ameri-
can University in Washington, D.C. in
1993, where he received a law degree
and a master’s degree in foreign affairs.
He served as Westfield Mayor from
1997 to 2001.

During his tenure as mayor, he was
President of the Union County League
of Municipalities. A lawyer in
Morristown, he serves on the boards of
the Westfield Foundation, Westfield
Neighborhood Council, Westfield In-
terfaith Community Preservation As-
sociation, Raritan Valley Line Com-
muter Coalition, Morristown Commu-
nity Theatre and Ceasefire New Jer-
sey.

First elected to office in 2002, Coun-
cilman Caruana is President of Foster
Capital Corporation, an investment
management firm he founded in 1991.
He has lived in Westfield since 1993.
He is currently in his third year as a
Director of the United Way and is in
his seventh year as a girls softball
coach.

In the aftermath of the terrorist at-
tacks on September 11, 2001, Mr.
Caruana organized and led “Westfield
Cares,” a community effort supported
by over 100 local businesses to assist
Westfield families affected by the trag-
edy.

He was also Fundraising Chairman

for the Westfield September 11 Memo-
rial.

A graduate of Amherst College, Ms.
Fisch has been a Westfield resident
since 1993. She earned a master’s and
doctorate degrees in English literature
from Rutgers University. She is now a
professor of English and Elementary
and Secondary Education at New Jer-
sey City University where she formerly
chaired the women’s studies program.

Dr. Fisch coaches second grade boys
basketball and officiates high school
field hockey and girls lacrosse.

Ms. Kimmins, a lifelong Westfield
resident, currently works as a substi-
tute teacher at Presbyterian Nursery
School. She is a graduate of Penn State

University. She cur-
rently is a member
of the College
Woman’s Club of
Westfield board and
is a volunteer at the
Agape Soup
Kitchen in Eliza-
beth.

She has also
served as a past Co-
President of
Westfield TWIG of

Children’s Specialized Hospital, com-
mittee chairwoman of the Wilson El-
ementary School Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation and Co-Chairwoman of
Catherine’s Closet, Inc.

Mr. Fusaro has lived in Westfield for
the past 39 years. He is a 1979 Westfield
High School (WHS) graduate, he earned
both a Bachelor of Science degree and
a master’s in civil engineering from the
New Jersey Institute of Technology
(NJIT). He currently owns a small busi-
ness specializing in commercial con-
struction, engineering and construction
management in the tri-state area.

For the past eight years, he has served
as a member of the Westfield Baseball
League’s Board of Directors and has
been President for the past four years.
Mr. Fusaro has also served as an officer
of the Westfield Basketball Association
and the Westfield Soccer Association.

He currently coaches youth baseball
and basketball and is a volunteer for the
Westfield PAL Football program and
the Westfield Lacrosse program. He is
a current member of the Westfield Col-
lege Men’s Club and the Westfield
Booster Association and is a former
member of Rotary Club of Westfield
and Westfield UNICO.

Mrs. Walsh recently completed nine
years of service on the Westfield Board
of Education. First elected to the board
in 1992, she served one year as vice
president and three years as president.

She is currently serving her fourth
year as Chief Volunteer Officer and
Chairwoman of the Westfield Area Y
Board of Directors and has been an
active member of the Westfield Area Y
Board of Directors for 14 years.

She was recently recognized for her
volunteer efforts as a recipient of the
“2005 Woman of Excellence Award”
by the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders Commission on the Status
of Women.

Mr. Haas earned a doctorate degree
from the University of California in
optical electronics. Holding 10 patents
in his field, Dr. Haas currently works as
a director for a large electronics manu-
facturer.

He represented the third ward on the
Town Council in 2003. He was the
council liaison to the Board of Health,
the Tree Preservation Commission and
PANDA, as well as a member of the
Planning Board.

Mr. Haas served for six years on the
Board of Adjustment and, prior to that,
he was a member of the Mayor Jardim’s
Expenditure Review Board.

Dr. Haas is a member of the WHS Ice
Hockey Association board, the Rotary
Club of Westfield, and the Friends of
Westfield Memorial Library.

Mr. Leuthold, Administrative Direc-
tor of Radiology at Pascack Valley
Hospital in Bergen County, holds two
undergraduate degrees from the Uni-
versity of Vermont and a master’s de-
gree from New York University. He has
over 12 years experience as a healthcare
professional with more than nine years
in management.

His record of community service in-
cludes being a member of the Westfield
Y’s Men’s Club, and a manager and
assistant coach in Westfield’s baseball
and soccer leagues.

Mr. Bigosinski has been a practicing
attorney for the past 11 years. He is a
graduate of Rutgers University and re-
ceived his law degree from the Seton
Hall Law School in Newark.

He currently serves as one of three
members of the Westfield Tree Preser-
vation Commission.

‘Mews’ Redevelopment
Project To Begin Soon

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Times

GARWOOD- The redevelopment
of the old Thomas and Betts site,
located across from the ShopRite
will soon be underway following
some adjustments to a plan that had
previously been approved by the
borough’s planning board back in
March of 2004, it was announced by
officials at Tuesday’s Borough Coun-
cil meeting.

ARC properties will be constructing
21,000 square feet of retail space in a
“Main Street” setting. The residential-
commercial development will have 84
residential units, 44 townhouses and 40
apartments, with 20 retail stores. A fall
2005 occupancy is expected.

In other business, Tuesday’s work-
shop session focused primarily on
adjustments to the plan which mainly
involved height specifications to the
buildings. Developers of The Mews
project had requested that the first
floor height of the storefront and
apartment building that faces North
Avenue be raised three feet more to a
15-foot height. The governing body
has not yet amended the re-develop-
ment plan but most likely will soon.

Pedestrian safety issues were also
of some concern at the previous meet-
ing to which ARC responded to by
adding wrought-iron railings to con-
tain pedestrian traffic flow. Sprinklers
for fire safety were added as well.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy inquired,
“How is this (the height adjustments)
going to be advantageous to the
town?” The ARC representative re-
sponded that since they are adding
the height to it, it would attract more
tenants. Restaurants often want
greater height for ambience as well.

Also during the workshop ses-
sion, Borough’s Engineer Donald
Guarriello brought the governing
body up to date on the borough’s
sidewalk program. Six storm water
ordinances have been completed and
will be sent to the municipal clerk at
the end of the week. Only two bids,
at $91,000 and $95,000, were re-
ceived on the sidewalk program.

The cost will be $75,000 for the
sidewalks and $16,000 for the parking
lot. The money will come from a
$10,000 grant from community devel-
opment funds and $49,000 in capital
funds already designated for this project.

There are some concerns regard-
ing the borough’s ability to fund this
project. Years ago, Hess put monitor-
ing wells into the borough parking
lot and said that they would make the
repairs when they are extracted. Bor-

ough attorney Robert Renaud said he
would check to see if Hess is ready to
pull those monitoring wells at this
time.

Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
made reference to the fact that the last
time the borough did sidewalk work
was in 2001-2002 and that the people
of Garwood have been very patient.
The grants must be awarded by the last
council meeting in May, officials said.

Councilman Walter Tucker also
pointed out some other sidewalks in
town that are in very poor shape on
North Avenue as you come into town.

Councilman William Schadewald
stated, “It is impossible to walk on
these sidewalks because of the rooted
trees, and it’s a state road so we can’t
touch the trees.”

During the public session of the
workshop meeting, Garwood resi-
dents Ann Leonard and Bruce Pater-
son brought forth some concerns over
the old Independence Bank building,
located 345 South Avenue, that was
demolished.

The owner of MSI computers is
relocating to this site. Apparently
during the reconstruction, the con-
tractor did not follow the blue print
and a three-story wall was erected
too early in the plans.

The residents said they are worried
that the wall could fall. Rich Belluscio,
the borough’s construction code offi-
cial, will look into the issue.

Mayor McCarthy said that he
thinks the contractor put the braces
up so that would not happen, but that
officials would check into it.

During the meeting’s regular ses-
sion, Councilwoman Kathleen
Villaggio gave a summary on the
Garwood school budget. The total
budget for 2005-2006 is $6,482,000,
which represents a total increase of
$189,000 in spending.

There would no increase in the
local tax levy due to an increase of
$214,000 in miscellaneous in-
come, Councilwoman Villaggio.
Part of this is due to the offset of
the receipt of the de-
regionalization dollars the borough
received as part of a lawsuit settle-
ment following the breakup of the
former Union County Regional
High School District.

Councilman Victor DeFilippo’s re-
ported on NJ Transit’s plan to build
another tunnel to New York.

“This is a $5 billion dollar plan that
will add 4,400 future jobs. It will also
double the rail capacity into New
York from New Jersey,” Councilman
DeFilippo said.

against the resolution, saying that not
enough information was available yet
to make a decision.

Councilman Kline, Chairman of
the Education, Health and Welfare
Committee, commented on
Fanwood’s participation in the state-
wide TopOff 3 program last week,
which simulated a terrorist attack in
order to test New Jersey’s emergency
services responsiveness.

“Overall, it was a successful event,”
said Councilman Kline, although he
maintained it showed a “glaring need
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Fanwood Council Adopts
$7.2 Mil. Budget, Tax Levy

for additional healthcare workers and
volunteers.”

The council recognized Family In-
vestors of Fanwood as the firm cel-
ebrates its 45th anniversary in the bor-
ough.

“I’ll tell you this is the best town in
the world,” said Fred Chemidlin, who
opened the business in 1960. Mr.
Chemidlin was joined by his son, Peter.

Fred Chemidlin also started the
Fanwood Foundation in 1998. Peter
Chemidlin is President of the Fanwood
Business and Professional Association.

The council appointed Michelle
Tobier as Assistant Recreation Direc-
tor. Officials also declared April as
National Autism Awareness Month.

The council additionally designated
Saturday, April 23 as Clean Commu-
nities Day in the borough. A litter
pickup and flower planting will be
included as part of the program.

Melissa Lemus Earns
Dean’s List Recognition

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
resident Melissa Lemus was named
to the 2004 fall dean’s list at Ameri-
can University (AU). She is a senior
in AU’s Kogod School of Business.


