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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Juan Pineda, vet-
eran Broadway actor, vocal music in-
structor at the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts’ (NJWA) Music Studio,
and co-founder of the Little Opera
Company of New Jersey, has been se-
lected as Associate Director of NJWA.

In this position, Mr. Pineda will be
responsible for specific managerial du-
ties and work closely with NJWA
Founder and Executive Director Dr.
Theodore Schlosberg, to help achieve
the organization’s goals.

Mr. Pineda has been a member of the
NJWA for the past five years. He has
directed the summer theater produc-
tions at the Westfield Summer Work-
shop and is the director of the NJWA’s
Musical Theater Workshop.

Recently, he played the role of
Ricardo in the Little Opera Company
of New Jersey’s production of Verdi’s

Un Ballo In Maschera. Prior to his
joining NJWA, he was a member of the
cast of Miss Saigon and an interna-
tional cast of The King and I.

He also appeared recently at Lincoln
Center in the Fourth Annual Concert of
Excellence, which recognizes Asian-
Americans who have contributed to the
arts. His other theatrical credits include
various opera, stage, cabaret, film and
recording projects, both internationally
and within the United States.

Dr. Schlosberg said Mr. Pineda was
selected “for his vision, commitment
to students and parents, and his educa-
tional and administrative background.
His creativity and implementation of
ideas, along with his proven manage-
rial skills, have led to tremendous suc-
cess in all his endeavors. His appoint-
ment will be a key factor in the future
development of the NJWA.”
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will host a
free grant-writing workshop for commu-
nity arts organizations, schools, libraries,
health and social service agencies and
other non-profit groups on Wednesday,
April 13, at 7 p.m. in the Union County
Administration Building Annex, 300
North Avenue, East in Westfield.

The workshop will provide specific
information and guidelines for complet-
ing applications for the Union County
Arts Grant Program. Funds are made
available through the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, Department of State,
a partner agency with the National En-
dowment for the Arts.

All non-profit groups and arts organi-
zations that wish to offer an arts project to
the public are eligible to apply for grant
funds. Arts activities held from January 1
to December 31 of 2006 are eligible.

“An organization in search of funding

needs a well-constructed grant proposal,”
said Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, liai-
son to the Cultural and Heritage Pro-
grams Advisory Board.

She said the workshop will “take orga-
nizers through the process of writing a
grant proposal step-by-step and discuss the
specific components of a successful appli-
cation, including a description of the project,
the budget and the marketing plan.”

Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor
said, “The purpose of the grant program
is to enrich the quality of life in Union
County by stimulating and supporting
the production, presentation and cre-
ation of the arts.”

To register for the workshop or to
obtain more information, please write
the county’s Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth 07202, call (908) 558-2550, or e-
mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org. Relay users
may dial 7-1-1.
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Darice, a leader in top-quality craft
supplies since 1954 in Ohio, has
manufactured all of the tools and
ingredients for crafting a chic rib-
bon watch sure to be admired by
friends who will want to know,
“How did you make that?”

For Darice, Olga Sinnamond de-
signed the grosgrain ribbon watch,
which features Darice’s flawless Jew-
elry Designer line of products, in-
cluding their Serpentine Watch
Face in Silver, silver end crimps,
silver D-rings, and other findings.

The finished product, which
took about a half-hour to design,
is a polished and professional time-
piece that I will be proud to present
to my cousin for her birthday.

Through Interweave Press,
Beadwork Magazine has published
its “Beadwork Creates” series with
three must-have guidebooks for
the jewelry designer. These thin
volumes, edited by Jean Campbell
and $16.95 each, arm artisans with
the necessary instructions for us-
ing beads of all facets, hues and
dimensions to create stunning
necklaces, bracelets and rings.

Some of the most impres-
sive projects include Sharon
Bateman’s decadent Wagon
Wheels bracelet, JoAnn Allard’s
regal Byzantine King necklace,
and Lisa Gettings’ versatile
Beaded Cluster Ring.

Ms. Campbell also wrote
Interweave’s “Getting Started
Stringing Beads” (2005, $16.95),
which advises, “The process of
stringing bead after bead is engag-
ingly meditative.” From the first
step into a bead shop to the final
moment of creation, the author
uses helpful charts, full-color pho-
tographs and simple language to
give the novice beadworker the
confidence he/she needs.

Grab a lawn chair and a cooler
filled you’re your favorite
munchies and head over to your
favorite park this spring. But, don’t
forget “The Watercolor Sketch-
book Kit” by Curtis Tappenden
(Chronicle Books, 2002, $22.95).

Just a few weeks ago, I used this
kit, which includes a 144-page
guidebook, 96-page watercolor
pad, five watercolor blocks in
a porcelain palette and two
sturdy brushes, to create my
own impulsive floral watercolor. Af-
ter finishing the edges of the water-
color with some decorative scissors
and embellishing with ribbon and
sentiments, this kit helped me create
a last-minute birthday card.

Maybe you would like to brush up
on your watercolor skills. If so, find
a copy of the Watson-Guptill publi-

cations, “Painting the Impressionist
Watercolor” by Lee Boynton and

Linda Gottlieb (2004, $24.95)
or “The Art of Watercolor” by
Charles LeClair (1999, $29.95).

“Painting…” puts the history
of watercolor and examples by
noted artists at the front of the
volume, recommends the
proper supplies, and helps art-
ists become familiar with a
color palette. Readers also learn
how to depict artificial, re-
flected, and natural indoor and
outdoor light. Finally, this book
helps artists learn how to make

black and white value scales,
arrange still life compositions,
and create block studies.

“The Art of Watercolor”
also entices and inspires read-
ers with striking examples of
watercolors before teaching
artists about the importance
of not using cheap canvasses
and supplies to create their
own masterpieces. Mr. LeClair
shares unique secrets with his
readers – such as using a

Viewfinder, cameras and
slide projectors to achieve
composition and to trans-
late light through water-
color.
These two Watson-Guptill

books simply ooze with vi-
brant tips and techniques
guaranteed to make the ama-
teur watercolorist a budding
expert.

Finally, celebrate the joy of
individual colors with the
“Colors Address Book” by
Beth Nelson (Chronicle
Books, 2004, $16.95). From
A to Z, Nelson, the owner of
a London-based graphic de-
sign company, brightens up
your acquaintances’ addresses
with bold hues like Yellow
Zest and Azul. Every entry
offers a space for friends’ fa-
vorite colors to be indicated.

Springtime brings to mind
bursts of color and the drive
to create something new and
exciting. Whether using a
brush for watercolors or cap-
turing time with a trendy
handmade watch, seize the sea-

son for all it is worth.
* * * * * * *

“Colors” and “The Water-
color Sketchbook Kit” are avail-
able at

www.chroniclebooks.com, the Watson-
Guptill books may be purchased at all
major booksellers or through their
websites, Interweave Press books may be
bought at www.interweavepress.com,
and Darice products may be found at all
major craft stores and perused at
www.darice.com.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series of
Westfield will present Los Angeles-

based singer/songwriters Lowen &
Navarro in concert at the First United
Methodist Church, 1 East Broad
Street in Westfield, on Saturday, April
16.

Freebo & Photoglo will open for
Lowen & Navarro, and doors will
open at 7:30 p.m., with the concert
beginning at 8 p.m. The $14 admis-
sion fee will benefit Habitat for Hu-
manity.

Lowen & Navarro have recorded
five CDs including their own acoustic-
based arrangements and lyrics. Artists
such as Pat Benatar, The Bangles, The
Four Tops, Dave Edmunds, The Temp-
tations, and others have recorded their
works.

For more information on the duo,
please visit www.lownav.com.

Reservations are strongly recom-
mended, and may be made by calling
the concert hotline at (908) 522-1501
or e-mailing concerts4causes@aol.com.
Please leave a first and last name, the
number of seats needed and a tele-
phone number.
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Leah JLeah JLeah JLeah JLeah Jarararararvisvisvisvisvis
Mrs. Jarvis is also proud of Courtney’s

pottery pieces, and reported that Liz
will be studying crafts, such as glass-
blowing and beadwork, in Califor-
nia after graduating WHS. Witness-
ing Katherine’s growth as an artist,
from her freshman year to Art I, has
also brought a hearty smile to the
teacher’s face.

Where does such an amazing display
of creativity come from?

“I believe it is part natural talent
and what the district does for its
students,” she concluded. “The kids
are very enthusiastic and willing to
walk through the doors of this class-
room, where they don’t mind be-
coming involved in hard work and
being challenged.”
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National Poetry Month, the Fanwood
Arts Council will host a free poetry
workshop on Sunday, April 17, from 1
to 3 p.m. at the Patricia Kuran Arts
Center on Watson Road, next to
Fanwood Borough Hall.

The workshop will be led by
Fanwood poet and editor Tom Plante,
publisher of EXIT 13 magazine, an
annual poetry publication produced in
the borough since 1988.

In addition to discussing sources of
inspiration for writing poetry, Mr.
Plante will offer suggestions about

how to get poetry published. He
will also display a variety of poetry
magazines and resource directories
published in New Jersey and else-
where.

The workshop will be followed by a
reading of poetry by winners of the
2004 Fanny Wood Day Poetry Con-
test: John Kenworthy of Elizabeth,
Barbara Wirkus of Kenilworth and
Gary Szelc of Fanwood.

For more information about the
workshop, upcoming events or direc-
tions to the center, please call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298.
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Melinda and Melinda, the latest film by
Woody Allen, attempts to prove you can
have your tragedy and eat it, too. Or,
something like that. And it has me thinking
I might write a Country Western song.

Last year my dog died. Then, just a few
months later, after a 75-year run, the art
deco Jersey City wonder that was my
favorite Chinese restaurant closed down
for good. And now, approaching the
twilight of his career, one of my very
favorite filmmakers has again decided to
go off on a tangent. I’m singing the “I
Don’t Have Time for This” blues.

This artistic experimentation was all
well and good 20 and 30 years ago. When
Allen threw us for a loop in 1978 with
Interiors, we figured he had a right to his
serious side. As long as he didn’t overdo it.
And his Stardust Memories (1980), a
Bergmanesque assault on the fans who
“liked him better when he was funny,”
turns out much better than we may have
thought. We’ve had the decades to put his
movie career in perspective.

Of course we grew a little impatient in
1982 when he let loose his overly coy and
pretentious Midsummer Night’s Sex
Comedy. It was bad enough we were
losing some of our friends to drugs and
cults. To what were we losing Woody?

But then, like a canny pitcher who’s
been saving that great pitch for just the
right moment, he throws the very special
Broadway Danny Rose (1984) at us. Oh
ye of little faith, thought we of us.

That’s pretty much the way it’s gone
ever since. For every September (1987)
or Alice (1990), he has inevitably re-
deemed himself with a Crimes and Mis-
demeanors (1989) or a Mighty
Aphrodite (1995). And if you’ll pardon
another sports metaphor, batting .500
is pretty good in any league.

In short, there have been times I’ve
been disappointed with this national
treasure. And with Melinda and
Melinda, here we go again. But I’ve
never wanted my money back. That’s
part of the trip if you truly believe in an
artist, or a team, or a mate. I’m glad for
the opportunity. Lerner and Loewe
didn’t write a hit every time. Truth be
told, this review isn’t going all that well
either. So I’d better get to the film itself.

It starts out somewhat reminiscent of
the opening to Broadway Danny Rose.
Only this go-round, instead of comedi-
ans at a deli, the group in deep discussion
at a Chinese restaurant is made up of
successful, highbrow playwrights and
their ilk. And the philosophical question
both furling their brows and stretching
the laugh muscles at the corners of their
mouths is, “Is life tragic or comic?”

Apparently, “How many angels can
you fit on the head of a pin?” and “Is man
inherently good or bad?” were already
taken. But no matter. This serves the
auteur’s purpose, which is to be obscure,
entertaining and intelligent, all in one fell
swoop. In other words, like most of his
career, he rarely takes the easy way.

Hence, while Sy (Wallace Shawn), a
successful purveyor of Broadway farces
contends laughter makes the world go
‘round, a colleague insists it’s tragedy
that makes Sammy run. The roundtable
contributes its opinions.

But it’s Sy who steers the hypothesis
that is to become the plot. And to prove
his point, he uses the example of duel-
ing Melindas, both engagingly portrayed
by Radha Mitchell. Switching back and
forth, from his humorous point of view
to a dark alternative emphasizing the
tragedy of Melinda’s plight, we have two
tales of the same person. Her life is a

mess, though the smiley mask version is
certainly more drastic than the other.

Note, however, that she is a tough
customer. If the description weren’t so
unladylike, we’d say she was full of spit
and vinegar. Tragedy or comedy, this is
one gal who won’t go softly into the
night. And so the inevitable question is,
can Melinda find happiness, or at least
redemption, despite the sins (or misfor-
tunes) of her past?

In the more severe account, a dishev-
eled, pill-popping, booze-demanding
Melinda, just arrived from the Midwest,
barges in on a polite dinner party being
given by actor Lee (Jonny Lee Miller)
and his wife Laurel (Chloe Sevigny).
This Melinda, having cheated on her
doctor-husband, has lost custody of her
children. And it has led her from one ill-
starred affair to the next. But now, thanks
to Lee and Laurel, she meets the man-
nerly Ellis Moonsong (Chiwetel Ejiofor),
a budding young composer who may or
may not be her knight in shining armor.

Meanwhile, in the funnier Melinda
story, our childless and heretofore hap-
less heroine lives downstairs. And the
soiree she dazedly waltzes in on is being
given by indie film producer Susan
(Amanda Peet) and her underemployed
actor husband, Hobie, played by Will
Ferrell. You don’t have to be a marriage
counselor to know that their union isn’t
going anywhere. Woody chalks it up to
their attitudes. Susan, as well as just
about everyone else in both groups,
deserves the adjectival phrase, self-ab-
sorbed, placed before her name.

But not so much Hobie. You see, with
Allen absenting himself from the script,
most likely for reasons of age, Ferrell
will be remembered for exacting with
comical panache the Woody role. That
is, the likeable schnook. You can guess
how that may or may not figure insofar
as Melinda is concerned.

As experiment, the movie is admi-
rable. Plus it has some novelty value.
Tongue-in-cheek comparisons between
the film’s multiple personalities, either
proving or discounting fate, ruminat-
ing death or bemoaning infidelity are
sometimes witty. And solid acting per-
formances in both Melinda milieus give
Allen adequate space to love-hate what
is of late passing as New York’s young
cognoscenti. You really want to tell some
of these fops where to get off.

On a scene-by-scene basis, the
filmmaker’s signature is there. Blips of
philosophical insight lope across the screen.
And then there’s the humor, both vintage
and nouvelle. While Ferrell gets to spew
the bulk of Woodyisms, true to the con-
tradictory spirit of the effort, laughs also
come in the most unlikely spots. As Sy
succinctly puts it, “He’s despondent, he’s
desperate, he’s suicidal. All the comic ele-
ments are in place.”

It must have looked good on paper.
In fact, rummaging its parts for the
purposes of this review, it comes to
mind that this might have done better if
it were a paper … a graduate school
thesis. It would have probably received
a better grade than it’s getting here.

But it’s a film, and while a valiant try,
what it attempts amounts to cinematic
alchemy. Falling short of that goal, the
process is visible if not self-conscious. And
thus Melinda and Melinda fails to integrate
into one full-bodied entertainment.

* * * * * * *
MMMMMelinda and Melinda and Melinda and Melinda and Melinda and Melindaelindaelindaelindaelinda, rated PG-13, is

a Fox Searchlight Pictures release directed
by Woody Allen and stars Radha Mitchell,
Will Ferrell and Chloe Sevigny. Running
time: 100 minutes.

MURRAMURRAMURRAMURRAMURRAY HILLY HILLY HILLY HILLY HILL — Suburban Com-
munity Music Center (SCMC) will host
the last Jazz Jam of the academic year on
Sunday April 10, from 6:30 to 9 p.m. in the
SCMC’s Mini Recital Hall at 570 Central
Avenue in New Providence. Jazz Jams are
free and open to the public.

Organized by composer, recording art-
ist and SCMC faculty member Eric
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MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE – The Potters’

Guild of New Jersey will present its
Spring Pottery Show and Sale on Sat-
urday, April 16, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Sunday, April 17, from noon to 5

p.m. at the Community Presbyterian
Church, 1459 Deer Path in
Mountainside. Admission is free.

A selection of porcelain, stoneware,
red ware and other pieces will be avail-
able, as well as functional pieces, one-
of-a-kind sculptures and decorative
objects of art.

Only cash and checks will be ac-
cepted on all purchases.

For more information, please visit
www.pottersguildnj.org.
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The Westfield Community Concert BandThe Westfield Community Concert BandThe Westfield Community Concert BandThe Westfield Community Concert BandThe Westfield Community Concert Band

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Concert Band, under the direc-
tion of Maestro Thomas Connors, is
preparing for their 93rd Season of Sum-
mer Concerts in Mindowaskin Park.

Dr. Connors, Director of Instru-
mental Music Studies and Assistant
Professor of Music Education at Kean
University, will celebrate his inaugural

season with the band this summer.
This season’s performances will be

held on Thursdays, June 23, and 30,
and July 7, 14, and 21, at 7:30 p.m. in
Mindowaskin’s gazebo.

The Westfield Community Concert
Band is seeking experienced musicians
on the baritone horn, tuba, trombone
or oboe for potential vacancies. Musi-
cians must be available for rehearsals on
Wednesday evenings from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. at the Community Room in the
Westfield Municipal Building, along
with the aforementioned concert dates.

To participate or for more information,
please call Dr. Connors at (908) 737-4327.

The band is sponsored by the
Westfield Recreation Department,
Bruce Kaufmann, Director.

Olsen, the Jazz Jam will also include a
faculty woodwinds specialist, bassist and
drummer. Non-alcoholic refreshments
will be served.

For the best opportunity to perform
during these sessions, please mail a note to
Suburban Community Music Center, 570
Central Avenue, Murray Hill, 07974 or
send a fax to (908) 790-0142. Please in-
clude the participant’s name, age, telephone
number, instrument he/she will bring (pi-
ano and drums are provided), how many
years he/she has played, and how long he/
she has received musical instruction. Please
also enclose a list of the pieces to play.

For more information about the Jazz Jam,
please call SCMC at (908) 790-0700.
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – Jeanie Bryson, the

daughter of the late Dizzy Gillespie and
songwriter Connie Bryson, will present a
special lecture and musical performance
at the United Way of Greater Union
County’s Women’s Leadership Initiative
Spring Networking Night at the Gallop-
ing Hill Inn in Union on Tuesday, May
10, from 5:30 to 8 p.m.

All proceeds will benefit the United
Way’s Community Fund, which sup-
ports over 100 local programs for chil-
dren and youth, senior citizens, people
with disabilities and families in crisis.

Ms. Bryson’s lecture will focus on “Cel-
ebrating Mothers and Daughters.” Her
mother, Connie, will also attend.

Tickets are $40 each, including hot
and cold hors d’oeuvres, chaffing dishes
and a cash bar.

For more information, please call
Lorraine Wojtowicz at (908) 353-7171,
extension no. 117 or e-mail
lorraine.wojtowicz@uwguc.org.


