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AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Goods & Services You Need!

bathrooms
kitchens

SPECIALISTS IN REMODELING OF

&
INDOOR • OUTDOOR PAINTING

732-382-4136
973-444-1391 (cell)

Free Estimates

mtv1970@msn.com

j. valente

Opal Electric Services LLC

(908) 245-3577

Residential
Commercial
Industrial

Bonded & Insured            License #9204

P R E M I E R  P R O P E R T Y  M A I N T E N A N C E  P R O V I D E R

Specializing in Lawn Maintenance Accounts & Fertilization Programs

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Spring & Fall Cleanup • Brick Pavers • Patio • Sod & Seeding
Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Immediate Response

Affordable Rates • Special Rates for Senior Citizens • Major Credit Cards

888-533-2345

908-925-2345

thetomassogroupllc@verizon.net

www.goleader.com www.goleader.com

PERFECT

908-272-4456
Residential • Commercial

PAINTING
&

POWER WASHING

Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

908-791-1820

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

Landscape Design

Year Long Plantings

Lawn Maintenance

Patio • Walks • Masonry

Retaining Walls

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home

Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

Fully Insured Free Estimates

“The Service Professionals”

Commercial  • Residential

Driveway Sealing & Repair: Driveway Seal application;

Crack repair and maintenance.

Power Washing: Houses, Office Buildings, Decks, Trucks

Patios, Steps, Swing sets, and much more.

Phone: 908-456-0525  •  Fax: 908-654-1492  •  dmanico28@yahoo.com

Freeholders, Residents Trade
Barbs at County Meeting

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – Officials warned sev-
eral residents last week about showing
decorum when speaking before the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, after the residents referred to
the freeholders as “corrupt.”

Bruce Paterson of Garwood was
warned after he criticized the board for
its handling of the case against Joe
Renna, a Cranford resident and candi-
date for freeholder in 2003 and 2004
who was fired by the county.

Mr. Paterson, who ran on the Repub-
lican line for freeholder last November
with Mr. Renna, said perjury and forg-
ery occurred during the case and that
the matter showed mismanagement on
the part of the county. He questioned
why the county was pursuing the case.

County Counsel Robert Barry dis-

agreed with Mr. Paterson’s assessment,
“That decision did not reflect any of
those things.” He said testimony in the
case was a separate issue from what
was stated in Administrative Law Judge
Margaret M. Hayden’s decision.

When asked by Elizabeth resident Dan
Nazza, “What’s this about?”, Mr. Barry
defined the matter as a “disciplinary hear-
ing” against Mr. Renna. He said he would
not discuss the case any further, as it
involved employee matters. The judge
ruled in favor of Mr. Renna when he was
first dismissed by the county, although
the county eventually released him.

When Mr. Nazza continued to ques-
tion the board on the case, Freeholder
Chairman Rick Proctor stated, “We
cannot discuss the merits of this case in
a public meeting.”

A resolution was approved by the
board to increase legal fees by $5,000
to the Westfield firm of Garrubbo,
Romankow, Rinaldo and Capese, which
is representing the county in the Renna
case. The county’s total legal fees are
now up to $32,500.

On another matter, County Manager
George Devanney said the county hired
Deputy Attorney General Robert Codey,
brother of Acting Governor Richard
Codey, to work in the county prosecutor’s
office at the recommendation of County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow.

According to published reports, the
state set Mr. Codey’s salary at $93,268
upon his assignment to work in the
county prosecutor’s office. However,
the county reportedly raised that salary
by $46,731, to $140,000, which makes
him eligible for a pension of $98,500
year – a $12,000 increase above the rate
he would have been paid.

“It’s the gift that keeps on giving,”
Mr. Paterson stated.

Mr. Devanney said Mr. Romankow
made the salary request. The county
manager said Mr. Codey was hired spe-
cifically due to his expertise in orga-
nized crime cases. He was reportedly
given a one-year assignment starting
last October 1.

Mr. Devanney said an employee in
the prosecutor’s office, who was earn-
ing $120,000, retired at around the time
Mr. Codey was hired. Mr. Devanney
said Mr. Codey cost the county around
$40,000 in additional funds.

Jerry Goldman of Elizabeth said he
felt the additional salary seemed like “a
big sum of money.”

Mr. Devanney said there was no guar-
antee that Mr. Codey would have ac-
cepted the county position if the salary
had not been increased.

Mr. Goldman also questioned the
county on the hiring of State Assembly-
woman Linda Stender of Fanwood (D-

22nd) as coordinator of volunteer ser-
vices at Runnells Specialized Hospital
at a salary of $66,000, and former free-
holder Lewis Mingo as director of se-
nior services for the county at a re-
ported salary of $65,000.

“We have to watch what we are doing
when we create (new) jobs,” said Mr.
Goldman.

The county manager said Mr.
Goldman was misinformed, in that both
individuals filled vacancies. He added
that both Mr. Mingo and Mrs. Stender,
also a former freeholder, were specifi-
cally qualified for the positions for
which they were hired.

On another issue, Mr. Paterson ques-
tioned the cost of the new addition at
the Union County Vocational-Techni-
cal Schools in Scotch Plains. Last
month, the board approved a $20 mil-
lion bond ordinance to pay for renova-
tions and an addition to Baxel and West
Halls on the Vo-Tech campus to house
the school’s new allied health and medi-
cal science program.

Mr. Paterson estimated that, based
on the total of 35,000 square feet in new
construction, the building cost adds up
to $570 per square foot.

“No way, no how, should you ever
come close to that,” he said, noting that
the cost should be closer to $250 per
square foot.

“It appears you are funneling money
to (political) cronies,” said Mr. Paterson.

That remark drew a warning from
Freeholder Proctor, who stated, “Pater-
son, you are crossing the line.”

But Mr. Paterson continued, “It’s just
taxpayers’ money. Obviously, you don’t
care about the taxpayers.”

Mr. Nazza, a senior citizen, was told
by Mr. Barry that the public was not
allowed to “attack the motives” of the
board after he referred to some board
actions as “crooked and political.”

In other business, the freeholders
officially named the county’s new pub-
lic safety building in honor of long-
time Sheriff Ralph G. Froehlich.

Sheriff Froehlich, who was elected to
his record 10th term this past November,
resides in Elizabeth, where he served as
a policeman for 20 years and later as a
city councilman. He is the longest serv-
ing sheriff in county history.

The new public safety building, lo-
cated on North Avenue in Westfield,
will house the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office forensics and com-
munications units; the headquarters of
the Union County Police Department,
and the Union County Office of Emer-
gency Management.

The building, which is nearing
completion, is expected to open some-
time this month.

RECOGNIZED FOR EFFORTS…Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
presents Peter Ortuso of Westfield with a resolution thanking him for his work in
opening the recently recovered time capsule from the cornerstone of the Union
County Courthouse. Mr. Ortuso, a welder with the Union County Division of
Operations, opened the air-tight metal box containing 100-year-old artifacts.

By JEANNE M. FOX
Renowned Harvard Business

School Professor Theodore Levitt
once said, “Creativity is thinking up
new things. Innovation is doing new
things.”

Since 2002, New Jersey’s annual
energy auctions have proven to be an
innovative and successful way to help
meet our state’s growing needs. We
were the first – and, until recently, the
only state in the nation to procure
most of its electric needs through an
internet-based, descending clock auc-
tion. On a grander scale, our achieve-
ment has served as a model for other
states, such as Ohio, and is being
considered for use by our neighbors
in Pennsylvania and Delaware, as well
as Illinois.

This February, we once again held
two simultaneous, multiple round Ba-
sic Generation Service (BGS) auc-
tions. One was for fixed price service
– for residential and small and me-
dium sized commercial customers.
Another was for hourly-priced service
– to meet the needs of our state’s larger
electric customers. The value of this
year’s contracts was $4.6 billion over-
all – of which $3.6 billion was for
fixed-price customers. These results
will be averaged with the two-thirds of
electric supply already under contract
to determine customer rates.

I am proud that our auctions,
through their design and sheer size,
have been consistently successful in
securing the most competitive prices
for electric utility supply customers.
Through their fair and transparent
design, each annual event has effi-
ciently attracted a wide array of bid-
ders.

We’ve also tried to reduce risk by
adding regulatory certainty to the pro-
cess – such as finalizing the results
within two days of the auction’s con-
clusion – which has helped attract
more interest. In all, 25 power suppli-
ers took part in the bidding this year,
and there was a greater mix of partici-
pants, including generators, market-
ers and financial houses. This created
a more competitive process, which –
coupled with the large-scale size of
the contracts – helped mitigate in-
creases in electric rates, as well as
drew praise from all industry sectors.

Our BGS auction provides a sound
method to meet our state’s electric
needs at the lowest possible price. We
are providing the benefits of a com-
petitive wholesale market to consum-
ers at the retail level. Over the past
two years, the price of crude oil has

increased 39 percent, while natural
gas shot up 41 percent. By compari-
son, as a result of our auctions, the
average New Jersey residential bill
has increased a mere 2.67 percent
over the same period of time.

Any way you slice it, New Jersey’s
BGS auction is shielding residential
and commercial customers from es-
calating costs, by extracting the low-
est possible price available based on
current market conditions. While rates
have risen, the utilities have avoided
potentially steeper price spikes by
entering into rolling three-year con-
tracts – thereby mitigating the mar-
ket-timing effects of any particular
auction.

This has also allowed additional
savings via the suppliers’ apparent
desire to secure a more stable revenue
stream. Simply put, our auction helps
hold prices down for consumers and
businesses, while the Board’s hedg-
ing policy lessens the ill effects of a
volatile fuel market.

In today’s era of rising oil prices,
there is a tremendous need to keep the
cost of energy reasonable and under
control. And, as the saying goes, ne-
cessity is the mother of all invention
– or innovation in this case. For the
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities,
innovation means exploring new ter-
ritories and thinking both creatively

and critically. However, when it comes
to developing our BGS auction, we
know we cannot succeed by going
solo. Our achievement is a hands-on
testament to bringing regulators, utili-
ties and suppliers themselves to the
table – at every step of the process.

Today, our BGS auction stands as a
success. But, we are not merely rest-
ing on our laurels. Rather, we are
constantly re-assessing, tweaking and
improving to make New Jersey’s ba-
sic generation service the best it can
possibly be. While we’ve already ap-
proved the auction format for 2006,
we will continue to review the details
of the BGS process and build on our
experiences in the years to come.

Jeanne M. Fox is President of the
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities
(BPU.

Internet Auctions Have Kept Energy
Prices For NJ Consumers Reasonable

Woman’s Club to Meet
Monday In Westfield
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club

of Westfield will hold its next general
meeting at the Masonic Lodge, lo-
cated at 1011 Central Avenue in
Westfield, at noon on Monday, April
11. Attendees will hold a “Member
Appreciation Luncheon.”

Andrea L. Spencer-Linzie, Execu-
tive Director of the YWCA of Eastern
Union County, will speak to the group.

She is expected to give a talk on
what the club has done and can do in
the future to better help the YWCA/
EUC’s Project Protect Domestic Vio-
lence Program. The club has sup-
ported two rooms at the shelter for
four years, and last year purchased
new furniture for these rooms.

Ms. Spencer-Linzie also will dis-
cuss her organization’s new program
of transitional housing for victims of
domestic violence and their children,
also entitled Project Protect.

Individuals interested in coming to
the luncheon, who have not already
confirmed plans to attend, are asked
to call (908) 233-2339.


