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Blue Devils Erupt in Opener,
Blank Viking Softballers, 5-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

CIANCIOTTA, SETTE, KASKIW TO SHORE UP MIDDLE

Lady Raider Softballers Will
Come Out Expecting to Win“I think we were right on her. We

came out ready to play. We were
aggressive and we hit the ball hard,”
said Fietkiewicz. “As far as the pitch
that led to the home run, I really
wasn’t sure what it was. I just went
with it and took it.”

Westfield added two runs in the
third. MaryKate Flannery was
awarded a free pass, Fiekiewicz rifled
a two-out RBI double up the middle
and scored on Gelmetti’s single.

“Once again she threw me a pitch
that I could hit and took advantage of
it, said Fietkiewicz.”

In the fourth, the Vikings launched
a serious scoring drive when Angela
Belotta was issued a free pass, ad-
vanced to second on a two-out single
by DePalma and darted to third on a
single by Simpson. However, with
the pads full of Vikings, McGrath
closed out the inning by stabbing a
blistering shot off the bat of Polumbo.

In the bottom of the inning, the
Blue Devils added a run when Diana
Dunnan reached first on an infield
miscue, advanced to second on a sac-
rifice bunt by Jullian Olsen and scored
on a bunt single by Jen Urcicoli. The
Blue Devils fifth run crossed the plate
when Gelmetti rapped a two-out
double to center and scored on a single
by Smith in the fifth.

After the game, Gelmetti con-
cluded, “I threw a ton of drops and
they worked very well. My spins re-
ally made the ball move well along
with the fact that the ball moved where
I wanted it to location wise. A combi-
nation of spins and putting the ball in
play on ground balls, it worked out
very well for our advantage. Our de-
fense was really solid today.”
Union Catholic 000 000 0 0
Westfield 102 110 x 5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finishing with a 13-7 record and
qualifying for the NJSIAA playoffs
last year may not be enough for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
softball team this season. Although
graduating two key players in catcher
Shanayia Willis and leftfielder Lauren
Manzi, the Raiders return seven of
their regular starters, including some
superb athletes.

Defensively, the Raiders are very
solid up the middle with senior cap-
tain/second baseman Tayler
Cianciotta, junior shortstop Melissa
Sette and junior centerfielder Kelli
Kaskiw.

Also very strong with the “metal
stick,” Cianciotta accumulated a .348
batting average (BA), scored 16 runs
and rapped eight doubles and two
triples last year.

“When she’s on, she’s going to con-
nect and it’s going to be a bullet,”
Raider Head Coach Kelly Covert ex-
pressed. “We have had four pre-season
games and she’s hitting. She’s on!”

Sette, a vacuum at shortstop, was
also very proficient with the stick and
struck out only once last year.

“She will dive anywhere. She will
get anything. If she misses a ball, she
(still) put everything into it. It has to
be a good hit if it gets by her,” said
Covert. “Offensively, she does bunt
well and she is very fast but she also
can hit. She can control the bunt, so
we will go down the first baseline,

third baseline and then straight. She’s
great with delayed steals. She’s a
very smart player.”

Kaskiw displayed her agility and
speed and made numerous circus-like
snags last year. “We all know she’s
able to get the ball and she is doing
really well,” Covert commented.

Sophomore Jillian Lusk is expected
to remain at first base and sophomore
Lauren Mains, who was extremely
effective at third last year and batted
.338 with 12 doubles, will take over
behind the plate for Willis.

“Losing Willis, that was hard, but
Mains will get the job done. She
basically is an all-around athlete and
she reacts well,” Covert said. “She
had a boot on (injury) from basket-
ball and she just started practicing.
As a catcher, up and down and shift-
ing, you wouldn’t know she’s hurt.”

Freshman Nicole Colineri will play
third and senior Janee Easley, who
played mostly in right field last year,
displayed tremendous speed and made
numerous amazing catches, will shift
to leftfield.

“She’s (Easley) very, very fast. She
gets the balls that you don’t think she
has a chance for. She can play any-
where in the outfield,” said Covert.

Right field will be a mix of juniors
Lauren Benovengo and Caitlin
Driscoll and sophomores Allie Brown
and Tiffany Smith.

“Lauren will probably be the one
we look to because she has a very
strong bat. She also plays first,” said

Covert.
The Raiders have two strong pitch-

ers. Junior Elaine Piniat, known for
her consistency was the primary
pitcher and finished with a, 7-4 record
and a 1.1 earned run average. Moore,
a senior, finished 5-2 with a 1.4 ERA.

“Elaine is a very, very good pitcher.
For a pitcher, she’s not mental, and
that’s the thing with her. She does not
lose her cool. If it’s a bad pitch, she
will fix it right away. I enjoy coaching
her. She’s fun to be with because she
knows so much about the game. She
definitely gets the job done,” said Co-
vert who added, “Jess can get the job
done as well but they are completely
different pitchers. Jess may throw a lot
harder and Elaine may have more con-
trol, so as soon as someone picks up
the timing on Elaine, I throw Jess in
and you have a new game.”

Offensively, Colineri will lead off
followed by Sette and Kaskiw.
Cianciotta will be cleanup followed
by Mains and Benovengo. Lusk,
Piniat and “whoever is in right,” will
bat in the 7-8-9 slots.

“We are trying to take it one game
at a time, making sure we are together
as a team, that we are nine players out
there together, not individuals and we
all are going to show up expecting to
win,” said Covert.

VIKINGS RELY ON CHAPLA, SOLID ‘D’

Lady Viking Nine Sight
Very Competitive Season

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There is no doubt how much the
2004 Union Catholic High School
softball team graduates and their ac-
complishments will be missed. No-
ticeably lost to graduation was catcher
Ashley Whittemore, shortstop Brit-
tany Steiner and right fielder Megan
Seamster but this year’s Vikings, with
six returning starters, look to be com-
petitive once again and appear to be
more refined defensively along with
having strong pitching.

Viking Head Coach Jim Revel’s
squad registered quite a feat last year
finishing with an 18-3 record and
qualifying for the state tournament
where they defeated DePaul, 3-0 in
the quarterfinals before falling short
to powerful St. Dominic in the semis,
2-0, in eight innings.

“At that level you simply run against
quality pitching. St. Dominic has al-
ways been a premier program and on
that day they were just a little better
than us,” said Revel.

In the Union County Tournament,
the Vikings were ousted 3-1 in the
quarterfinals to scrappy Governor
Livingston on an infield error in the
bottom of the seventh inning.

“We won a lot of close games last
year and you need to give credit to our
very good defense play. Hopefully,
we will pick up on that this year,” said
Revel.

No. 1 pitcher Danielle Chapla, a
senior, matured very well on the
mound last year and finished with a
14-3 record. Junior Nicole Palumbo
will play first base and junior Angela
Belotta, who played second base last
year, has been shifted to shortstop.
Presently, Coach Revel considers se-
nior Casey DePalma to be the
centerfielder. Junior Amy Dooley
most likely will play leftfield and
versatile senior Katelyn Murray will
jockey back and forth from short to
third. Junior Michele Simpson will
see time at second and in leftfield.

Newcomer, freshman Angela
Sessa, will inherit the responsibilities
as Viking catcher. Juniors Page
Rusnock and Elizabeth McGonigle
will share some time in the outfield.
Freshman Melissa McClintock to fill
in behind the plate or at first base, as
well as being a designated hitter.

Offensively, Palumbo, Chapla and
DePalma will be the big guns and
have demonstrated descent pop in
their bats, finishing with a .310 and
.315 and .323 average, respectively,
while Simpson, who was elevated
from JV to play varsity last year, hit

around the .300 mark. Since the fences
are down this season, all possible
home runs must be legged out.

“We’re depending on Chapla’s arm
and the defense to get the job done.
Success may be difficult to measure
depending on how well adjustments
and progress comes along,” said Revel,
“Obviously, our strength will come
from our pitching and defense but I’m
certainly optimistic with this year’s
team. We’re not exceptionally great
with the ‘metal stick’ but if we manu-
facture three to four runs every game,
I think we are going to be alright.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Blue Devil Girls Trip
Softball Cougars, 2-1
The Westfield High School soft-

ball team upped its record to 2-0 by
topping Cranford, 2-1, in Cranford
on April 4. Blue Devil pitcher Lauren
Gelmetti fanned 11 Cougars while
walking none and allowing seven hits.

With the score tied, 1-1, in the
seventh inning Blue Devil Jillian
Olsen cracked a leadoff single, was
bunted to second by Anna McGrath
then scored on MaryKate Flannery’s
single. Cougar pitcher Elena Morge
recorded seven strikeouts, walked
none and gave up five hits.

Viking B’ballers Top
Crusader Boys, 3-1

The Union Catholic High School
baseball team got a superb perfor-
mance from senior left-hander Andy
Koncen who fired a three-hitter
while fanning nine and walking only
two, and defeated an improved A.
L. Johnson team, 3-1, in Clark on
April 1.

The Vikings scored all three runs in
the fourth inning when Mike
Honeymar ripped an RBI single and
Chris Esperon cracked a two-run
single. Joe Rigano singled and scored
for the Crusaders.
Union Catholic 000 300 0 3
A. L. Johnson 000 100 0 1

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING TO MOVE THE RUNNER…Leadoff batter MaryKate Flannery
attempts to drop a roller down the third baseline Flannery walked and singled in
a run. Westfield won, 5-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HANDLING PINIAT’S PITCHES…Raider sophomore catcher Lauren Mains
works with pitcher Elaine Piniat during a practice session.

SCOTCH PLAINS                  Price Upon Request

Nine rooms - three bedrooms, one and one half baths on 1/3 corner acre with generous size rooms.
Finished basement; recreation room plus office.  Walk up attic.  Gleaming hardwood floors, masonry
fireplace, walk in cedar closets and built in cabinets.  Huge country kitchen.  Two car garage.  Shackamaxon
Golf Club locale & more.  (052000089)

WESTFIELD                                                                                                 $1,575,000
Turn of the Century Victorian located on just shy of an acre.  Five bedrooms, three full baths and 2 half
baths.  New 2005 granite & maple kitchen.  The carriage house has an ice cream parlor and office and
overlooks the tennis court and batting cage.  A conservatory add. overlooks the deck, w/hot tub, and
grounds.  Horse barn. (052000149)

SCOTCH PLAINS                    $519,900

Unique opportunity to own this remarkable circa 1850 Victorian Farmhouse which boasts 2.35 acres
with 2 separate barns and inground pool.  Home includes 4+bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, spectacular
updated kitchen with breakfast bar, beautiful hardwood floors.  Great opportunity for builder or someone
looking for a very special place to call home! (052000172)

WESTFIELD                                 $639,000
The charming front porch invites you into this deceptively spacious colonial/cape home set on a quiet
street close to town and schools.  Both the living room, with wood burning fireplace, and dining room are
bright and airy.  The renovated eat-in kitchen features custom maple cabinetry, high end appointments and
opens to a cozy family room.  Three bedrooms on the second floor and a first floor bedroom or office,
two full baths and the family recreation room complete this wonderful home.  (052000096)

Inviting Expanded Colonial CapeGracious Victorian

Expandable RanchHorse Property!


