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Overheard by an off-duty Westfield
Police Officer while in a neighboring
town — “Don’t speed in Westfield, or
you’ll get a ticket”. This is a hearten-
ing story considering the Westfield
Town Council and particularly the
Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee have been work-
ing very closely with our police de-
partment to develop programs to make
our streets safer.

Enforcement is one of the most
effective ways to make our streets
safer for all of our residents — in-
cluding pedestrians of all ages and
other motorists. District Radar Op-
eration Program (DROP) is a new
program that we have recently imple-
mented.

DROP is designed to provide speed
enforcement throughout town on a
24-hour basis by using radar equipped
district patrol units. At any given time,
we have four police units patrolling
our streets. In addition to traffic law
enforcement, these units respond to
thousands of calls per year.

When not responding to calls,
DROP systematically directs the four
patrol units to operate radar on spe-
cific streets with the goal of targeting
40 different streets each month. The
purpose of this effort is to reduce
speeding town-wide and to educate
drivers that the town enforces speed
limits on all of our streets, not only
the main thoroughfares.

Of course, the ultimate goal is to
reduce the number of accidents in
town and especially accidents result-
ing in personal injury.

Detective Lisa Perrotta runs the
T.E.A.M. (Traffic Education and
Monitoring) program and is encour-
aged by the early DROP results.
“DROP is a very effective tool of the
Westfield Police Department’s all
encompassing T.E.A.M program.
Besides increasing enforcement, the

TRENTON — Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22) has urged Act-
ing Governor Richard Codey to sign
legislation that she cosponsored with
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-21) and Asm.
Brian Stack (D-Union City). The bill
would impose stiffer penalties on
motorists who fail to yield to pedes-
trians at crosswalks. It is intended to
increase pedestrian safety.

“Pedestrian fatalities in New Jer-
sey are among the highest in the na-
tion,” said Assemblywoman Stender
(D-Fanwood).

A recent study by the Tri-State Trans-
portation Campaign — a coalition of
public service, transit and environmen-
tal groups — concluded that 153 pe-
destrians were killed in New Jersey in
2004, up 4.1 percent from a year earlier.
Five counties accounted for more than
half the fatalities. Union County had
the second highest rate of fatalities, one
death shy of Essex County. The other
three counties with the highest rates of
pedestrian fatalities include Bergen,
Middlesex and Monmouth — all highly
congested and heavily populated north-

WESTFIELD — Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (R-21) said last week
that Assembly Democrats should take
a close look at the State Auditor’s
annual report for 2004 to determine if
the $101.4 million in potential cost
savings and revenue enhancements it
identifies can be used to ease fiscal
pressures in the proposed FY06 state
budget.

“I appreciate that the Democrats
now want to get the State Auditor
actively involved in conducting per-
formance audits for each department
of state government in the hope of
identifying savings that could be used

Mark your calendar for Celebrating Women, a free day 
of laughter and learning featuring Star Jones.

Join us and keynote speaker Star Jones, co-host of ABC-TV’s The View, as she 
shares the story of her journey from determined law student to national celebrity 
and answers questions from the audience. Celebrating Women will also feature
presentations by Overlook Hospital’s medical experts that explore a wide range 
of issues, including:

• Stress management • Heart disease
• Pregnancy • Raising healthy and confident kids
• Plastic surgery options • Cancer risks as you age

Before the lectures, you can visit educational displays and take advantage of 
free cholesterol and blood pressure screenings. In addition, 25 coupons for free
bone density and body fat screenings will be raffled off, and you can enjoy a 
free luncheon.

Saturday, April 30, 7:30AM to 2:00PM

Overlook Hospital, 99 Beauvoir Avenue, Summit, New Jersey

Call 1-800-AHS-9580 today to reserve your spot at Celebrating Women.
Hurry — space is limited.

It’s Time to
Celebrate … You.

908-518-0800  Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN
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Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the

newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information 

and exciting extras!  Order your copies today!

Please contact cd@goleader.com

or call us at (908) 232-4407

 Visit our website at www.goleader.com
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By Andrew Skibitsky
Westfield Councilman, Ward 3

Enforcement Is Effective
For Making Streets Safer

Westfield Council News

DROP generated reports provide us
with valuable information on where
additional enforcement is required,”
Detective Perrotta reported.

Besides anecdotal stories like the
one at the beginning of this column,
there is other evidence that our traffic
safety efforts are paying off. Last
year’s accidents and accidents with
injuries were approximately ten per-
cent lower than they were in 2003 and
the lowest rates in the past five years.

Radar is not only for enforcement
purposes, it is also used for educa-
tional purposes. The T.E.A.M.
program’s Citizen Speed Watch uses
radar to increase drivers’ awareness
of local speed limits and to be more
focused on their speed. Citizen Speed
Watch uses trained citizens to operate
speed radar devices.

Working in teams of two, these
specially trained citizens record the
speed of vehicles in residential and
school zones. The registered owners
of speeding vehicles are sent a letter
from the Westfield Police Depart-
ment. The letter states the date, time,
speed and location of where their
vehicle was recorded exceeding the
residential or school zone speed lim-
its. The letter encourages motorists to
obey our speed limits.

If you would like to get involved in
the education process by joining the
Citizen Speed Watch Program, or if
you simply have a particular traffic
safety issue, please contact Detective
Lisa Perrotta at the Westfield Traffic
Hotline (789-6039).

It will take continual and persistent
effort, but we are making our streets
safer for everyone.

Bill Pending Imposes Fines
For Motorist Not Yielding

ern and central counties.
Under current law, a motorist who

fails to yield to a motorist would be
fined $50. Under the proposed mea-
sure, fines would be increased to $100;
with $50 being diverted to a newly
established “Pedestrian Safety En-
forcement and Education Fund.”

The fund would be administered
by the Division of Highway and Traf-
fic Safety within the Department of
Law and Public Safety and would
serve as a clearinghouse for munici-
pal governments to gather more in-
formation on how best to increase
pedestrian safety on local roads.

Assemblywoman Stender said, “It
is vital that we do everything in our
power to ensure pedestrian safety on
local roads. By imposing stiff penal-
ties on motorists who do not yield to
pedestrians, we send a strong mes-
sage to drivers: Yield to pedestrians.”

The bill passed the General As-
sembly in November and the state
Senate two weeks ago. The bill is
awaiting the consideration of the Act-
ing Governor.

to restore the rebate cuts that are part
of the proposed budget,” said Asm.
Bramnick. “As part of this process, I
hope the Democrats also take a new
look at the auditor’s 2004 reports and
recommendations because they could
prove to be very useful.”

His press release stated that the
Office of the State Auditor works
directly for the Legislature. Its role is
to provide unbiased accurate infor-
mation and objective recommenda-
tions on how to best use public re-
sources. The auditor’s findings iden-
tifying $101.4 million in potential
savings and revenue enhancements
were summarized in the 2004 annual
report, which was issued by the office
on January 18, 2005.

Mr. Bramnick also urged the As-
sembly Democrats to consider a bill
he has sponsored (A-1999) that
would require the Office of the State
Auditor, at the request of a member
of the Legislature, to conduct per-
formance audits of any program of a
state or state-supported agency. Cur-
rently, the Office of the State Audi-
tor only conducts financial audits.
Performance audits examine the
economy, efficiency or effectiveness
of a specific program of a state or
state-supported agency. A compan-
ion bill, S-1059, has been introduced
in the Senate by Sen. Thomas Kean
Jr., (R-21).

“Passage of legislation clarifying
and expanding the auditor’s role could
result in significant financial ben-
efits, not just now, but in the years to
come,” Mr. Bramnick said.
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Democrats Are Urged to
Re-examine Auditor Reports

VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR…Union County Freeholder Chairman Rick
Proctor, second from left, and Vice Chairman Al Mirabella, right, present Joe
Nagy, left, and George Weiss, second from right, both of Fanwood, with resolu-
tions congratulating them on being named the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club’s Volunteers of the Year 2004. The Rotary Club recognized the men for their
volunteer work with Fanwood’s Channel 35 local access cable television station.

Union County Offers
Trees and Training

To celebrate Arbor Day, April 29,
Union County schools can obtain free,
five-foot tall dogwood trees while
supplies last. The Union County
Shade Tree Advisory Board will help
train students and accompanying
adults in how to plant and care for a
newly planted tree.

Training sessions will be held on
three different days from 12:30 to
2:00 p.m. at Williams Nursery in
Westfield. On Tuesday, April 19, a
session will be held for fourth and
fifth-grade students; on April 20 for
6th through 8th grade students; and
on April 21 for high school students
and adults. The dogwoods will be
given out after each training session.

Please see your school principal or
contact Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion 4-H Agent James Nichnadowicz
at (908) 654-9854; e-mail
Nichnadowicz@aesop.rutgers.edu.

Police Alliance Sets
Monthly Meeting Date
FANWOOD — The Fanwood

Community Policing Alliance (CPA)
will hold its next monthly meeting on
Wednesday, April 27th at 7:30 p.m. at
the Forest Road Park Community
Building in Fanwood.

Started in 2004, the Fanwood Po-
lice Department organized the CPA.
The CPA invites all residents and
those working in Fanwood to join the
alliance. The organization’s goal is to
create a link between the police and
the community that will address a
wide array of topics, including crime
prevention, child safety and commu-
nity issues and events.

The CPA meets on the fourth
Wednesday of every month - same
place and time. For more information,
please see www.fanwoodcpa.org.

Spring 2005 
High School Information Nights
Presented by The Catholic High Schools of the Archdiocese of Newark

6th and 7th Grade
Students and Parents

Take this opportunity 
to meet and speak with
Student Representatives

and 
Admissions Personnel

from numerous Catholic
High Schools

(COOP) 
Admissions Exam 

Friday, Nov. 11, 2005 
for  Sept. 2006 admission.

Visit our website
www.rcan.org/schools

Additional info: (973) 497-4258

Tuesday, April 19
Newark

Archdiocesan Center
Auditorium

Tuesday, April 26
Paramus

Annunciation Parish
Parish Hall

Wednesday, April 20
South Orange

Our Lady of Sorrows School
Gym

Wednesday, April 27
Jersey City

Hudson Catholic Regional H.S. 
Gym

Thursday, April 21
North Arlington

Queen of Peace School
Multi-Purpose Room

Thursday, April 28
Union

St. Michael School
Gym

All Sessions from 7 PM to 9 PM

Westfield BOE Candidate Steven Dorry

Traits of an Effective
School Board Member

WESTFIELD — Having spent the
last two months attending budget meet-
ings of the Board of Education and
getting acquainted with the issues faced
by our district and districts around the
state, I have developed a keen appre-
ciation for the commitment and dedi-
cation necessary to be a valuable mem-
ber of the Board of Education.

I have spent a considerable amount
of time over the last two months con-
templating my own strengths and
weaknesses to identify those charac-
teristics that will make me an effective
member of this board.

Fundamentally, I believe in our sys-
tem of public education and I have a
profound desire to make a positive
difference in the lives of my children
and the children of Westfield. I believe
in showing integrity, respect, trust,
confidence, support and open com-
munication in all of my interactions.

I encourage and respect diversity
and diverse opinions. I believe in deal-
ing openly and straightforwardly with
controversy and I fully embrace the

democratic decision-making process.
I understand that decisions must be
based on the best interests of the entire
community, not just specific groups of
constituents or special interests. I am
an advocate of change when neces-
sary for improving student achieve-
ment and the welfare of our children.

My training as an attorney provides
me with many skills to serve as an
effective member of this board. The
ability to understand and operate within
a complex set of federal and state laws,
rules and regulations. The extent and
limitations of the board’s roles and
responsibilities in policy-making and
oversight.

The effective negotiation of con-
tracts, including collective bargaining
agreements. The ability to listen to
opposing views and openly debate is-
sues. The courage to advocate a posi-
tion, even if in disagreement with the
majority. And perhaps the most im-
portant trait for any board member, the
ability to build consensus among other
members, the superintendent, parents,
teachers and community leaders.

As a corporate attorney, I spend
most of my time listening to opposing
views, debating issues, and building
consensus among executive manage-
ment on the proper and appropriate
course of action for our company. I
have learned that consensus is achieved
through leadership, advocacy and ef-
fective communication skills.

In closing, I have a vested interest in
this school district, both as a parent
and as a resident of this fine commu-
nity. In fact, the excellent school sys-
tem was the primary reason we moved
to Westfield over nine years ago. As a
member of this board, I pledge to
maintain and improve the standards of
excellence in education that we have
all come to value as parents and resi-
dents of Westfield.
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