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Five BOE Hopefuls Face-Off
In Candidates Night Forum
By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — All five candidates running for seats on the
Westfield Board of Education (BOE)
participated in Candidates Night at
Westfield High School last Wednesday.
The event, hosted by the Westfield
League of Women Voters, gave the
candidates an opportunity to answer
questions on several important issues
surrounding this year’s election.
The format of the event allowed
each candidate a minute and 30 seconds to respond to each question.
When asked what path should be
taken to keep property taxes from
growing, incumbent board member
Alice Hunnicutt noted the “challenge
between knowing what is important
to the students, parents and community, and what is responsible fiscal
spending.”
Fellow incumbent William Ziff
stressed the need for communication
between the BOE and the Westfield
Town Council, a theme he would
often reiterate in his responses
throughout the night.
Challenger Ann Ormsby-Cary, current Co-President of the Parent
Teacher Organization (PTO) at
Tamaques Elementary School, justified reasonable increases in spending
by stating her belief that “this community values education.”
Ms. Ormsby-Cary went on to say
that “parents in this community want
to make sure students have the best
education possible.”
In a similar vein, fellow challenger

Steven Dorry noted that “excellence
comes at a price,” and that “we have
to pay teachers what they’re worth.”
He also said that teacher salaries
fixed by the collective bargaining
agreement currently in place, coupled
with the increasing cost of special
education and insurance for teachers
and staff, make it difficult to keep
spending down.
Gary McCready, another challenger
for one of the three available seats on
the board, said that property taxes are
high “because of the way the state
funds education.”
He also expressed a desire to consult more directly with the district’s
strategic plan in order to determine
“what we should hope to offer students.”
When asked what new policies he
would like to see put in place should
he be elected to the board, Mr.
McCready said he would “like to see
healthier food options in the cafeterias,” as well as a new policy on
computer safety, and a policy mandating that all information on the new
district website be kept up-to-date.
Additionally, Mr. McCready suggested mandatory exit polling of seniors graduating from Westfield High
School to gauge their experiences at
the school and to discover what needs
to be improved upon.
When asked the same question,
Mr. Dorry stressed the need for a
“comprehensive prevention and early
intervention program” to eliminate
the possibility of violence at school.
Similarly, he mentioned a “need to
address security” as well as a need for

more involvement with the community.
Ms. Ormsby-Cary suggested a
policy be put in place mandating that
each guidance counselor at Westfield
High School take at least three trips a
year to different universities in order
to foster relationships advantageous
to Westfield students seeking admission.
Ms. Ormsby-Cary, who has experience in the field of public relations,
also outlined the need for better communication between teachers and
parents, a need she has stressed
throughout her campaign.
Ms. Hunnicutt also suggested that
communication between parents and
teachers be increased and mandated,
recommending an e-mail policy be
enacted requiring teachers to notify
parents of upcoming in-class events.
Ms. Hunnicutt also mentioned the
need for an updated health and
wellness policy.
Mr. Ziff responded to the same
question by calling for “the re-instatement of a cooperative liaison”
between the BOE and the town council. He suggested that such cooperation could benefit the school district
both economically and in regards to
safety.
The annual school board election
takes place on Tuesday, April 19,
with polls open from 2 to 9 p.m. In
addition to electing three of the above
mentioned candidates to three-year
terms on the school board, the community will vote on the $66 million
proposed school tax levy that will
fund this year’s $77 million budget.

Westfield Planning Bd. Extends
Review of Seneca Place Proposal
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The planning board
Monday night, during its regularly
scheduled monthly meeting, reviewed
but did not take action on the proposed subdivision at 254 Seneca
Place.
Due to the late hour, the board
decided to continue the hearing next
month. Members of the public who
came to speak to board members regarding the application were asked to
come back to the Monday, May 2
meeting, which will begin at 8 p.m.
Applicants Joseph Buontempo and
Jean Genievich are seeking approval
for a major subdivision, which will
create two new building lots from an
existing single lot. The applicants are

seeking to demolish the existing house
at 254 Seneca Place to construct two
new, single-family homes, each on its
own lot. The applicant is also seeking
to build a right-of-way (R.O.W.) for
the houses.
Testifying on behalf of the application was Edward Dec, engineer for
the project, Robert Kraus, attorney
for the applicants and traffic engineer
Elizabeth Dolin.
Mr. Dec stated that the plan that the
applicants were submitting was revised from its original submission
last spring and updated since its last
revision in December. He said that
the main difference in this new plan
was the implementation of a conservation easement, which will run along
the perimeter of the first proposed

Town of Westfield Salaried Employees
OFFICE/NAME:

TITLE:

2004 SALARY: 2005 SALARY:

James H. Gildea
Joyce LaRocca
Claire Gray*
Liy-Huei Tsai
Catherine Mazza
Susan Noon
Annmarie Switzer
Steve Freedman
Vincent Franchino*
Charles Medallis
Robert Della Rosa
Lillian Corsi
Vincent Loughlin
Lori Boyd
Russell Finestein
Robert Cockren
Christopher Canada*
Christine Nugent
Bruce Kaufmann
Dolores McKay
John Morgan
Bernard Tracy
Robin Marko
Kenneth Marsh
Kris McAloon
Barry Batzel
Norma Yuro
Kathleen Neville
Paul Horta
Claude Shaffer
James Van Blarcum
Thomas McCoy
Scott Erlicher
Daniel Kelly*
Kenneth Dannevig*
David Kelly*
Ann Brown
Linda Chieffo
Brenda Cuba

Town Administrator
Admin. Secretary
Acting Town Clerk
Chief Financial Officer
Payroll Benefits Manager
Tax Collector
Tax Assessor
Construction Official
Plumbing Inspector
Electrical Subcode Official
Electrical Inspector
Human Services Director
Legal Counsel (Adjustment Bd.)
Board Secretary
Legal Counsel (Planning Bd.)
Town Attorney
Municipal Defender
Muncipal Prosecutor
Recreation Director
Asst. Recreation Director
Parking Director
Police Chief
Police Admin. Secretary
Town Engineer
Asst. Town Engineer
Field Engineer
Engineer Admin. Secretary
Zoning Officer
Town Surveyor
Public Works Supervisor
Supervisor-Public Works
Supervisor-Public Works
Supervisor-Public Works
Fire Chief
Deputy Fire Chief
Deputy Fire Chief
Fire Admin. Secretary
Court Administrator
Municipal Magistrate

$110,603
$31,104
$51,004
$85,690
$43,811
$64,169
$66,579
$81,510
$16,302
$34,696
$12,000
$68,835
$11,122
$2,702
$16,302
$55,561
$14,000
$28,000
$65,101
$55,385
$67,925
$103,486
$48,092
$110,495
$83,600
$63,360
$49,115
$56,615
$67,925
$72,576
$61,135
$63,367
$63,367
$103,486
$88,303
$88,303
$31,104
$60,890
$45,000

$116,133
$32,348
$68,000
$89,118
$46,878
$66,736
$69, 242
$84,770
$16,954
$36,054
$12,480
$71,588
$11,567
$2,810
$11,110
$57,783
$14,000
$29,120
$75,000
$57,600
$70,642
$107,625
$50,016
$114,915
$86,944
$65,894
$51,080
$58,880
$70,642
$75,479
$63,580
$65,902
$65,902
$95,500
$87,880
$86,500
$32,348
$63,326
$46,800

* In 2004, Claire Gray was Executive Assistant when Bernard Heeney was Town
Clerk. Also, in 2004, Christian Jessen was Plumbing Inspector and Christopher Canada’s
position was filled by Robert Stahl. Also, John Castellano was Fire Chief, John Duelks and
Daniel Kelly were the Deputy Fire Chiefs.

property.
Further, the new proposed road
will provide an underground
stormwater retention system, which,
he stated, “will be completely enclosed.” He said that this easement
will also serve as a common boundary and will prevent through traffic
to the new proposed road from the
apartment complex on Seneca Place
— which is located near the proposed properties.
Mr. Kraus said that the plans for
the proposed R.O.W. were also updated from a 28-foot-wide road to an
18-foot-wide road. The new design
was called a “Hammerhead” road.
This, he stated, was different from
the earlier proposed cul-de-sac in
that there was “no curve.”
He stated that when revising the
plan, the applicant and engineer
thought that a 28-foot-wide road was
not necessary for two houses and
that 18 feet was wide enough for the
passing of two vehicles. This would
“reduce blacktop,” he said. He said
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Deadline Is April 14
For ’04 Pool Members
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Recreation Department has announced that applications from
2004 pool members must be received in the Recreation Office by
4:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 14, to
be guaranteed membership for the
2005 season.
On Friday, April 15, open membership for Westfield residents will
begin at 7 a.m. in the Community
Room of the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street.

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader

MEN AND MACHINES GET READY…Emergency workers and robots get ready last Monday at Kean University for
TOPOFF3, the national terrorism exercise that is taking place April 4 through 8. New Jersey and Union County forces
participate as the area is used as a venue for a simulated biological attack.

Board of Adjustment Yet to Act
On Westfield Auto Spa Proposal
By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of adjustment remains undecided regarding
the proposed Westfield Auto Spa, a
combined carwash and lube center eyed
for 215 South Avenue, the currently
unoccupied, former site of Norwood
Auto Parts.
The board is expected to vote on
the application at its regular meeting
on Monday, April 11.
Will and Joe Faris, who also own
the Exxon station at the corner of
South and Central Avenues, attended
the board’s March 30 meeting, accompanied by five professionals with
whom they are working. Proceedings
lasted over four hours, but the board
decided a judgment would be reached
at its April 11 meeting.
The Farises are seeking variances
for maximum coverage, minimum
parking spaces and minimum side
yard setback.
“One thing we don’t want in this
town if we can possibly avoid it is
vacant real estate,” said former Mayor
Bud Boothe, who made a special appearance and was allowed to speak at
the beginning of the session. He testified as to the integrity of the Farises
as evidenced by the viability and functionality of the Exxon station, saying,
“You have a proven track record with
this applicant.”
Consultant Elizabeth Dolan of
Elizabeth Dolan Consulting, LLC,
who also testified, was asked several
questions about the shortage of parking in the plans.
“Thirteen spaces is probably more
than will be required,” she said, remarking that each carwash in the area
has nine or fewer spaces. Board members speculated that extra spaces
would be needed for customers awaiting oil changes.
Members of the board also voiced
concerns over whether there is enough
room for cars to queue, and that excess vehicles would line up on South
Avenue, creating a hazardous situation for drivers and pedestrians.
James Watson of E.K.A. Associates, an engineering, surveying and
planning firm, explained that, including driveway space leading up to formal queuing lanes, there is space for
roughly 41 cars before the line would
reach South Avenue. He also said that
the carwash itself could, at any given
time, be processing five cars at once.

“I’m concerned with the worst
days of the year,” said Board member Chris Masciale, referring to
rare days when cars might actually
line up so far as to encroach upon
South Avenue.

“The what-if questions – there’s no
end to those,” responded Robert
Criscuolo, who said he has had extensive experience with carwashes and
is under contract to fit the proposed
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Town, BOE to Unseal
Turf Bids for Kehler
Stadium, Fay Field
By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Both the Town
of Westfield and the Board of Education will unseal bids later this
month on synthetic turf fields to
be installed in time for the fall
sports season, officials have confirmed, officials confirmed this
week.
In December, Westfield residents voted in favor of a $1.38
million bond referendum to fund
the refurbishment of Kehler Stadium. School officials said the
project will benefit high school
athletes in town by considerably
increasing hours and locations
available to play sports, and will
also add to the safety of youth
athletics.
Kehler Stadium’s grass field
will be replaced by synthetic turf,
and a new track will be installed.
The shock absorbent and durable
material provides a safe surface
for youngsters to play a variety of
sports.
The lack of preparation time
necessary between activities on
turf fields will open up hours of
playing time not only for football,
but also for all girls’ and boys’
varsity sports, including soccer,
lacrosse and field hockey.
“All of our varsity sports teams
will have an opportunity to play
on this field,” Robert Berman,
School Business Administrator,
said.
A synthetic turf requires less
maintenance than a live grass field,
and the turf, whether rubber and
stone filled or complete rubber, consistently holds up better than grass
in adverse weather conditions.
Additionally, the project may
result in fiscal savings in certain
areas, school officials said.
“Where we might save money
is on equipment and labor,” Superintendent of Schools Dr. William Foley said. Based on the success of recent synthetic turf installations at a field operated by
Watchung Hills Regional High
School, it appears that a monthly
grooming machine sweep is all it
will take to maintain a non-grass
field.
The Board of Education will
open bids to contractors on Tuesday, April 26, a day after the town

opens bids on a similar project:
the synthetic turf revamping of
Sid Fay Field, a section of
Houlihan Field which is located
near St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church off of Rahway Avenue.
Westfield’s Director of Recreation, Bruce Kaufmann, was instrumental in the installation of
the first synthetic turf municipal
field in New Jersey, which occurred in Livingston.
According to Mr. Kaufmann,
there are many options in synthetic turf. One of the main factors in determining which sort of
turf field to install is the age of the
youngsters who will play on the
renovated areas.
The town has budgeted
$900,000 for the Sid Fay turf field
although, as Mr. Kaufmann has
acknowledged, that cost is expected to rise given that the town
appropriated the money in the
2000 capital budget.
Mr. Kaufmann said the grooming machine costs around $3,500,
including specific attachments
depending on the type of turf. The
equipment will most likely be
shared by the BOE and Recreation
Department, officials said.
In addition to communicating
regularly about their field renovations for over a year, Mr.
Kaufmann, Mr. Berman and
Board of Education Facilities
Committee Chairwoman Alice
Hunnicutt have been visiting existing synthetic turf fields at
schools in New Jersey and Connecticut.
Kehler Stadium will provide a
venue for all high school varsity
boys’ and girls’ sports and also
for various community sports activities.
Sid Fay Field will continue to
be a haven for organized sports
for youth under the age of 13.
After the bids are received at
the end of April, the town and
school board will meet to discuss
and strategize on their plans, officials told The Westfield Leader.
The goal is for both projects to be
completed in time for the fall athletic season.
“Doing this together at this time
of year will provide a tremendous
boost for sporting activities in our
community,” Mr. Kaufmann said.

PAGE INDEX
STADIUM TO BE TURFED…Kehler Stadium in Westfield is shown with the
grass drying in the spring sunlight. Soon, the natural grass will be replaced with
synthetic turf to extend the season of usefulness for the field.
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Beechwood Roof Repaired;
Mr. Goggi to Leave BOE
By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
borough’s board of education Tuesday night announced that the rooftop
damage at the Beechwood School
that resulted from a leak has been
repaired.
In the latter part of next week, Sean
Reilly of Home Health Sciences, an
environmental microbiologist company, will test further to ensure that
the insulation is dry; a leaky roof
caused the insulation to get damp,
which resulted in a foul odor. Since
the roof is fixed now, the hope is that
the wet insulation problem is over
and that there will be no more odor,
officials said.
In other school news, Friday, April
8 marks the closing of the third marking period and Monday, April 18 is
the eighth grade class trip, and Thursday, April 21 is Family Fitness Day at
Beechwood School for kindergarten
through second grade. Also, today,
April 7, is Family Fitness Day at
Deerfield School for third, fourth and
fifth grades.
Tonight at 7 p.m. at Deerfield
School, the Child Abuse Prevention
Program (CAP) will make a presentation to eighth grade parents. In May,
CAP will speak to the eighth graders
in efforts to educate them about child
abuse. CAP is a 20-year old organization that works to prevent child abuse
and educate our youth about this serious issue.
Interim Chief School Administrator (CSA) Walter Rusak also announced that Linda Shanahan and
Anne Corley-Hand have been named
Union County Teachers of the Year.
Board member Gene Nagel announced the second reading of the
vacation policy for school personnel.
For employees to take vacation time
during the school year, they must
have written approval from their supervisors. There will be some modifications made for the third reading at
the next BOE meeting, and the policy
will be in effect if all board members
agree on its contents.
Another major issue discussed is the
fact that the 10-year contract between
Berkley Heights and Mountainside for
borough teenagers to attend Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights will soon expire.
Board member Carmen Venes made

a motion to create a separate board
committee for this issue because he
indicated it is a crucial to discuss
since Mountainside will be “locked
in for 10 years (under a new agreement).”
Board member Patricia Knodel seconded the motion, but then the board
collectively decided not to develop a
separate committee. The board instead opted to discuss the issue as a
whole after Mr. Goggi’s suggestion
to put the matter in the hands of the
2005-2006 school board. As a result,
Mr. Venes withdrew his motion.
Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Paul Vizzuso earlier this
week presented the budget to the
district’s Parent-Teacher Association.
Board member Mary Beth
Schaumberg thanked Mr. Vizzuso for
his concise and easy to understand
presentation.
At the end of the meeting, it was
announced that Mr. Goggi would be
leaving the board. Mr. Goggi, who has
served for six years, is not seeking
reelection. Mrs. Schaumberg commended him for his tenure on the board.
“It’s been my pleasure and honor
to serve with this current board,” Mr.
Goggi stated. He indicated that although the six years as a BOE member were not always easy, they were
rewarding.
“We sit here and make decisions
for the better of our children,” he said.

Hadassah to Hear
Speaker on Torahs
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will present a
Lunch and Learn program at noon
on Monday, April 18, at Temple
Emanu-El, located at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield.
Peter Fleischmann, a native of
Czechoslovakia, will speak on “The
Odyssey of the Czech Memorial
Torahs.”
Mr. Fleischmann, who has a personal connection to some of these
Torahs, will share the story of the
Torahs’ journey from Nazi-occupied
Czechoslovakia to London’s
Westminster Synagogue to synagogues around the world.
All are welcome to attend. For
more information, please call (908)
668-1864.

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
2005 RESIDENTIAL CLEANUP
REGISTRATION BY MAIL
Permits may be obtained BY MAIL or DOWNLOADED from
the Town website at www.westfieldnj.net provided the applications are received NO LATER than May 13. Residents are to
complete the attached Registration Application and mail it along
with a check payable to “Town of Westfield” to the Public Works
Department, 959 North Ave., West, Westfield, NJ
07090.
Permits and decals will be mailed back to the resident. CHECKS
ONLY will be accepted. Registrants should have a general idea
of what they will be placing at curbside when they purchase the
permit to determine whether they will need more than one permit.
IN PERSON REGISTRATION
Permits may also be obtained in person at the Westfield Public
Works Center, 959 North Avenue, West. Residents are to complete the attached registration application and bring it to the above
address along with a check or money order payable to the Town
of Westfield. Cash will NOT be accepted. Permits will be sold
in accordance with, and NOT after, the following schedule:
Wards 1, 2, 3 & 4
Wed. - Fri.
May 11 - 13
8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Wed. Evening
May 11
4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturday
May 14
9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Mon. - Fri.
May 16 - 20
8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Tues. - Wed.
May 24 - 25
8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Wed. Evening
May 25
4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Mon. - Wed.
Mon. - Wed.
Mon. - Wed.

Wards 2, 3, & 4 only
June 6 - 8
8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Wards 3 & 4 only
June 13 - 15
8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Ward 4 only
June 20 - 22
8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m

SPRING 2005 COLLECTION SCHEDULE
Collection of materials will be made BY WARD according to the
following schedule during the month of June. If you are unsure
what ward you reside in, please call the DPW at 908-789-4100
ext. 600.
Ward #1
June 6 - 10
Ward #2
June 13 - 17
Ward #3
June 20 - 24
Ward #4
June 27 - July 1
Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

DOING THE PAPERWORK…Westfield GOP hopefuls complete their paperwork for filing as candidates for mayor and council, which will be submitted by
the filing deadline of Monday, April 11 at 4 p.m. Westfield Democratic Committee
Chairman Ken Rotter will make their candidates officially known at the filing.
Pictured above, from left to right, are: Eric Leuthold for Council, Fourth Ward;
Councilman Andrew Skibitsky for Mayor and Darielle Walsh for Council, Third
Ward. GOP candidates not shown are incumbent Sal Caruano for Council, First
Ward and Vicki Kimmins for Council, Second Ward.

Westfield Planning Bd.
Considers Seneca Place

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

site with “state of the art” machinery
should it be approved.
He added that it takes an average
of two to three minutes to process
one car, and that the conveyor would
have a variable speed control in
order to process cars more quickly
if necessary.
Mr. Criscuolo also said that peak
carwash hours, unlike peak commuting hours, are from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., and that weekends are when
carwashes generate most of their
business, so Westfield Auto Spa
would not create extra traffic on
South Avenue during rush hours.
Michael J. Tobia of Michael J.
Tobia, P.P., a community-planning
firm, explained that the proposed
signage for the business had been
modified to please the board. In
particular, a “lube center” sign facing the street, aimed at informing
customers on line for the carwash
that there also is a lube center on
site, was removed from the plans.
Mr. Tobia also explained how he
thought a variance for the building’s
insufficient side yard is easily justified.
“This building, coincidentally, is
perfectly constructed for this type
of use,” he said, arguing that en-

M

• Trimming
• Repairs
• Removal
Modern Equipment
State Certified
Immediate Service
Insured For Your Protection

Ron Bansky
715 Central Avenue Suite 10
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com
Call for a free quote.
Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies
to most major coverages. Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2004
Allstate Insurance Company.

and was interested in a “give and
take” discussion regarding the subdivision.
Mr. Kraus had also stated that
Mr. Buontempo was interested in
“talking through the application
and doing what was in the best
interest of everyone, not just the
developer.”
In December, Seneca Place resident and lawyer Tom Walsh objected to the “give and take” idea
proposed by Mr. Kraus, stating that
if the developer had new plans to
submit, then the application should
be re-submitted, thus giving interested residents ample time to review the new plans.
At that December meeting, Planning Board Chairman Jay Boyle
stated that he didn’t have a problem
holding discussions about the application, but that a decision regarding the application would not
be heard until new plans are submitted.
Mr. Boyle had noted several aspects of the revised plan which he felt
the developer should work on, including scaling down the houses to
conform to the neighborhood —
especially in terms of height; the
safety of emergency access on the
proposed right-of-way, and constructing sidewalks.

Board of Adjustment
Considers Auto Spa

TREE EXPERT CO.

(908) 301-0711

WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 23
William Diaz, 18, of Cranford was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop in the 200 block of Clifton Street
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana. He was released with a summons.
MONDAY,
MARCH 28
Elvira Villegas, 45, of Elizabeth
was arrested and charged with shoplifting $90 worth of jewelry from a
store in the 600 block of North Avenue, West. Villegas was released on
a summons.
A Livingston Street property owner
reported that someone had spraypainted several words and symbols to
depict some kind of gang affiliation
on his garage door.
WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 30
Daniel L. Davis, 24, of Westfield
was arrested at Rahway Avenue and
Grove Street and charged with possession of less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and possession of

drug paraphernalia. He was released
on his own recognizance with summonses pending an April 13 court
date.
THURSDAY,
MARCH 31
Richard Pulsfort, 34, of Elizabeth
was arrested at Roger and Central
Avenues and charged with driving
while intoxicated. He was released to
a responsible adult pending an April
13 court date.
A North Avenue resident reported
the theft of two checks, possibly from
his mail, that were then cashed without the owner’s authorization.
Veronica Lamar, 40, of Cranford
was arrested and charged with shoplifting brooches totaling $110.99 in
value from a North Avenue store. She
was released on her own recognizance pending an April 13 court date.
Carlos Ortiz-Calderon, 54, of Hillside was arrested on Mountain Avenue and charged with driving while
intoxicated. He was held pending
sobriety and was given an April 13
court date.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

that a Hammerhead style road is formatted to allow vehicles to backup.
Ms. Dolin testified that an 18foot rural road was the minimum
amount of roadway that would adequately provide two-way vehicular flow. She noted that this design
would allow for a shoulder area and
for a sidewalk. She also stated that
the design of a Hammerhead treatment would make it easier for vehicles to turn around, as opposed to
the “bulb” of a cul-de-sac.
She said in her testimony that the
proposed application does not comply with the lot size for a rural lane,
but that it does comply with the
volume of a two-house road. She
concluded that, after corresponding with the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, the
road “could allow for 10 times the
development.”
Many Seneca Place and surrounding neighborhood residents were
present at the meeting. They were
also present at the December board
meeting, where testimony was heard
regarding the application.
At that meeting, Mr. Kraus had
said that there were new ideas for
the proposal which included re-configuring the lots and the proposed
right-of-way. He stated that the applicant was open to compromise

SCHMIEDE
CH IEDE

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save money on your car insurance. Call me today.

A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

908-233-TREE
908-233-8733
Celebrating our 50th year
in the Tree Business

DID YOU KNOW . . .
Weed killers don’t know the
difference between a Dandelion
and a Dogwood tree.

forcing the ordinance would require
its demolition. That aspect of the
case ought to be considered a hardship, he said.
James Hely, owner of 201 and
203 South Avenue, was the only
member of the public during the
two sessions to speak out against
the proposal. He said there’s been a
“slow but continual improvement
of that area,” and construction of a
carwash would “alter the potential”
for the neighborhood.
After all the testimony was concluded, the board discussed members’ varying positions. Chairman
William Heinbokel said he was concerned about “the intensity of the
suggested use.”
Board member Lori Duffy said
that, despite the many concerns she
originally had, “after hearing all
the testimony, those fears have been
alleviated.”
Board member Francis Smith disagreed, saying, “I think we’re letting Westfield down if we continue
allowing things like this to be shoehorned in.”
Town professional planner Blais
Brancheau gave a list of concerns,
including the amount of space provided for drying cars and the prospect of driveway blockage. He also
maintained that he was not entirely
convinced that employee parking
would be sufficient, although the
applicant’s experts said that it
would be.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

MEET THE PRESS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood School officials take time to meet
with writers in the office of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times to discuss details of the proposed 2005-2006 school budget which will be
presented to the voters for decision on April 19, when polls will be open from 2 to
9 p.m. The Leader/Times raised questions about the budget in an editorial on
March 31 while comparing the proposed budget to that of 10 years ago from the
legal notice in the archives of the newspaper. Shown above, from left to right, are:
Linda Nelson, President of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education;
Business Administrator Anthony Del Sordi and Superintendent Carole Choye.

SPF-BOE Officials Discuss
Budget and Special Ed
By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Officials from
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education met Monday with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times in response to last
week’s editorial concerning the district’s
proposed $67 million school budget
and $58.7 million tax levy.
The editorial expressed concerns over
school costs and rising property taxes,
while making comparisons between
the Westfield and Scotch PlainsFanwood budgets and school enrollment numbers from 1995 and today.
Board of Education President Linda
Nelson, Dr. Carole Choye, Scotch PlainsFanwood Superintendent of Schools,
and Anthony Del Sordi, Scotch PlainsFanwood School Business Administrator, met with The Leader and The Times
staff members to discuss a wide range of
budget and enrollment issues – particularly the costs of special education and
how enrollment figures are determined
today versus 10 years ago.
Mrs. Nelson was particularly concerned with the editorial’s implication
that the district could be “hiding” information, and wanted to make it clear that
the district would provide any information that was needed on the district’s
budget. (See Mrs. Nelson’s Letter to
the Editor on Page 4).
The numbers cited in the editorial
were questioned. The 1995 newspaper
archive containing the school district
budget statement was noted as the source
and examined by the group. Mr. Del
Sordi pointed out that the enrollment
reporting procedures required by the
state in 1995 did not list special education student enrollment as a separate
item, as is required today.
The officials made reference to what
they perceive as the danger of Senate
Bill 1701, signed into law last summer,
which reduces the amount of money
school districts may keep as surplus
funds for future emergencies. Follow-

ing passage of the legislation, the school
board was forced to transfer $478,822
out of surplus and into the revenue side
of this year’s budget to offset property
taxes.
School officials said the S-1701 legislation has a big impact on how school
districts are able to develop their budgets for this year and for the next few
years. They agreed with the example
provided in The Leader/Times editorial
of a ticking time bomb that will explode
next year after the general elections.
Property tax increases will be impacted
even further without infusion of funds
to avoid huge tax spikes.
Mr. Del Sordi noted that there were
not as many special education categories back in 1995-1996 as there are
today.
The categories are growing – for
example, the Autism program, which
provides special education for children
withAutism in pre-kindergarten through
fourth grade, did not exist in the district
10 years ago.
“The difference is a number of
things; increased enrollment in regular and special education, and also we
have children in school now that might
not have been in school at the age of
three in ’95,” said Superintendent
Choye.
They commented that there are a
growing number of special education
students that are everyone’s responsibility. Right now, more than 10 percent
of students in the school system are in
special education.
Leader/Times Publisher Horace
Corbin asked Dr. Choye, “Do you feel
that property taxes are increasing at a
rate that is, sooner or later, going to be
unsustainable?”
Dr. Choye responded, “The Board
of Education is the fundamental basis
of our democracy. We have to look at
a more equitable way (to fund education), and to hit the property taxpayer
over and over; it just doesn’t seem to
be an equitable way to do it.”
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S. Plains Council Cuts Proposed
Tax Rate Increase By Two Points
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MEET THE PRESS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood School officials take time to meet with writers in the office of The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times to discuss details of the proposed 2005-2006 school budget which will be presented to the voters for
decision on April 19 when the polls will be open from 2 to 9 p.m. The Times raised questions about the budget in an editorial
on March 31 while comparing the proposed budget to that of ten years ago from the legal notice in the archives of the
newspaper. Shown above, from left to right, are: Linda Nelson, President of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education;
Business Administrator Anthony Del Sordi and Superintendent of Schools Carole Choye.

Borough Council Pledges Support
For Downtown Redevelopment
By DAVE GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — The Borough
Council, in its role as the Fanwood
Redevelopment Agency, pledged their
support Tuesday night in an informal
vote for a proposed luxury townhousestyle development as part of the

Scotch Plains Pick Up
Of Branches on Apr. 25
SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Department of
Public Works will be picking up
branches, gumballs and leaves
starting on Monday, April 25.
Residents are advised that
branches should be piled separately at the curb. Vegetative
waste should not be placed at the
curbside until Friday, April 15.
Residents should not use plastic
bags. The township will only
make one sweep, so residents
should make sure all items are
placed at the curb by April 25.
Spring clean up will take place
during the month of June. This
year residents wishing to participate will be required to purchase a permit. No vegetative
waste will be picked up during
spring clean up.
Further details will be provided in the spring township
newsletter. Information will also
be available on the township
website at scotchplainsnj.com.
Additional information or other
questions may be directed to Department of Public Works at (908)
322-6700, extension no. 243.

borough’s downtown redevelopment
efforts.
The council reserved formal action pending the applicant’s presentation of solid data regarding contamination levels. The council may
offer the developer a formal designation as a downtown redeveloper as
early as its next meeting on Tuesday,
April 12.
The development is proposed for
213, 215 and 225 LaGrande Avenue,
at the corner of Second Street and
LaGrande, on the former site of Dean
Oil.
Raj Mukherji of Mukherji-Landmark, L.L.C., a redevelopment company, presented his plans to construct
townhouse-style condominiums.
The firm is seeking formal desig-

nation as a downtown redeveloper by
the borough. The Victorian Style
building proposed would house luxury
units, each with its own two-car garage. Mr. Mukherji estimated that
each unit would cost “upwards of half
a million (dollars).”
It was noted that some contamination was found on the site. There is
groundwater contamination coming
from an outside origin, and some soil
contamination may exist also, he said.
Mr. Mukherji told the council that
his company would be “absorbing
the cost” of remediation, should any
be necessary.
“If we can bring it to fruition, it will
certainly be an improvement of that
corner,” said Councilman Andrew
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains Township Council members
on Tuesday agreed to cut this year’s
proposed municipal property tax rate
increase from eight points to six
points. The 2005 municipal budget
will be introduced at next week’s
meeting, with a public hearing set for
May 10.
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
had earlier submitted to the council a
budget that called for an eight-point
increase in the local tax rate — from
$1.27 per $100 of assessed value to
$1.35 — which would have translated into a $95 increase for the average assessed property of $120,000.
At Tuesday’s conference meeting,
however, the five council members
were unanimous in favoring lowering this year’s tax rate to $1.33 per
$100, which would mean a $72, or
4.7 percent, increase for the average
taxpayer.
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said it was important to “reflect the
elimination of the spring clean-up”
from the township budget. With the
switch in the program from a township budget item totaling more than
$300,000 to a user fee-based system,
the $20.5 million municipal budget is
more than $200,000 lower than it
would have been had the former system been left in place.
Mrs. Coronato also said the council had to be “extremely diligent about
impressing upon our taxpayers how
much mandated spending we face” in
assembling the annual budget.
She said that about three-fourths of
township spending was non-discretionary in nature, including pension
contributions, health insurance costs
and sewerage fee payments. She said
that lowering the tax rate increase
below six points could “put the town
in jeopardy and risk our bond rating.”
Mayor Martin Marks echoed her
comments, saying that maintaining
the spring clean-up program would
have resulted in significantly higher
appropriations and a tax rate in excess of the eight points initially recommended. He pointed out that the
costs of the clean-up program had
skyrocketed in recent years, with the
cost to the average taxpayer rising

from about $26 in 2003 to $42 in
2004 and, potentially, more than $60
this year.
Mr. Atkins said the lowered tax
rate would be achieved by increasing the level of anticipated surplus
this year from $1.7 million to
$1.825 million and by increasing
the funds realized from the sale of
municipal assets.

As a result of the lowered tax rate,
the township portion of property taxes
will increase, on average, by $72, to
$1,597. The Union County portion of
the tax bill will increase by $133, to
$1,536, according to preliminary estimates. The education portion, if the
board of education budget is approved
by voters on Tuesday, April 19, will
increase by $323, to $5,785.

BOE Officials Discuss
Budget, Special Ed
By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Officials
from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education met Monday with
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times in
response to last week’s editorial concerning the district’s proposed $67
million school budget and $58.7 million tax levy.
The editorial expressed concerns
over exploding school costs and rising property taxes, while making comparisons between the Westfield and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood budgets and
school enrollment numbers from 1995
and today’s figures.
Board of Education President Linda
Nelson, Dr. Carole Choye, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Superintendent of
Schools, and Anthony Del Sordi,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood School Business Administrator, met with Times
staff members to discuss a wide range
of budget and enrollment issues –
particularly the costs of special edu-

example provided in The Times editorial of a ticking time bomb that will
explode next year after the general
elections. Property tax increases will
be impacted even further without infusion of funds to avoid huge tax
spikes.
“Our concern is not that our spending is being limited, and our concern
is not that we don’t want to bring
property tax relief, because certainly
we do; our concern is that it looks on
the surface that S-1701 is helping but
in time it will blow up,” Mrs. Nelson
said.
“What is going to happen, longterm, is when it blows up, the schools
will be blamed,” she cautioned.
“Basically, that ‘others’ (referred
to in the editorial) really applies to the
way our special ed students are now
being reported in 2005-2006 versus
the way they had to be reported in
2004-2005,” Mr. Del Sordi said. He
noted that there were not as many
special education categories back in

Nancy Malool Announces Candidacy
For Seat in State General Assembly
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains Councilwoman Nancy Malool
will be one of two Republicans seeking to unseat Democratic incumbent
Assembly members Linda Stender
and Jerry Green in this fall’s legislative elections.
“I’m appalled by the embarrassing
situation our state government has
gotten itself into,” Mrs. Malool told
The Times this week. “The Legislature needs more honest people who
care about the state more than they
care about themselves.”
Mrs. Malool, who has been a mem-

ber of the Scotch Plains Township
Council since 2002, will be running
with Elyse Bochicchio Medved, a
former member of the Rahway City
Council who ran unsuccessfully for
Union County Freeholder in 2002.
Mrs. Stender was elected to the
Assembly from the 22nd District in
2001 after serving as a county freeholder and mayor of Fanwood.
Mr. Green of Plainfield has served
in the Assembly since 1992.
Mrs. Malool, who was chief legislative aide to the late Assemblyman
Alan Augustine for more than seven
years, said running for elective office
is something that “I’ve been prepar-

ing to do for most of my adult life.”
She said she will focus her campaign
on “fraud, corruption and wasteful
spending — especially as it impacts
property taxes.”
Acknowledging the Democrats’
advantage in the 22nd District, which
besides Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Rahway and Plainfield includes Clark,
Dunellen, Green Brook, Linden,
Middlesex, North Plainfield and
Winfield, Mrs. Malool said she is
“hoping that people will see me for
what I am: a person who cares about
good government more than politics
and who wants to improve the quality
of life for people in the state.”
Describing herself as a moderate
who is also “fiscally conservative,”
Mrs. Malool said she “is interested in
a lot of the same things as Democrats.”
As a result, she believes that Democratic voters in the district “would get
somebody who cares about the issues
they care about, and who cares about
their money.” She thinks she can attract moderate voters because “I’m
closely aligned with their viewpoints.”
And Mrs. Malool said her views on
fiscal matters will appeal to conservative voters.
The 22nd District has been solidly
Democratic since it was redrawn after the 2000 census, with Scotch Plains
and Fanwood being shifted into the
22nd and former District members
Westfield and Mountainside being
placed in the more Republican 21st
District.
Democrat Nicholas Scutari of Linden was elected to the State Senate
from the 22nd District in 2003 after
replacing Democratic incumbent Joseph Suliga, who withdrew from the
race late in that year’s campaign. Mrs.
Stender and Mr. Green were handily
re-elected to their seats in 2003.

Patrick Connor for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
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ACTION ON COOPER ROAD...Scotch Plains Fire Department and Rescue
Squad personnel respond to a two car collision by helping the injured last Sunday
afternoon on Cooper Road and Wellington Downs.

cation and how enrollment figures
are determined today versus 10 years
ago.
Mrs. Nelson was particularly concerned with the editorial’s implication that the district could be “hiding”
information, and wanted to make it
clear that the district would provide
any information that was needed on
the district’s budget. (See Mrs.
Nelson’s Letter to the Editor on Page
4).
The numbers cited in the editorial
were questioned. The 1995 newspaper archive containing the school district budget statement was noted as
the source and examined by the group.
Mr. Del Sordi pointed out that the
enrollment reporting procedures required by the state in 1995 did not list
special education student enrollment
as a separate item, as is required today.
The officials made reference to
what they perceive as the danger of
Senate Bill 1701, signed into law last
summer, which reduces the amount
of money school districts may keep
as surplus funds for future emergencies. Following passage of the legislation, the school board was forced to
transfer $478,822 out of surplus and
into the revenue side of this year’s
budget to offset property taxes.
Mrs. Nelson said it is hard to convince some critics that if school districts and educational communities
speak of their opposition to S-1701, it
may appear to be self-serving.
School officials said the S-1701
legislation has a big impact on how
school districts are able to develop
their budgets for this year and for the
next few years. They agreed with the

PAGE INDEX
MEN AND MACHINES GET READY…Emergency workers and robots get ready on Monday at Kean University for
TOPOFF3, the national terrorism exercise that is taking place April 4 through 8. New Jersey and Union County forces
participate as the area is used as a venue for a simulated biological attack.

Obituary ........ 8
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Sports ............ 11-15

Real Estate .... 16-18
A&E .............. 19-20

1995-1996 as there are today.
The categories are growing – for
example, the Autism program, which
provides special education for children with Autism in pre-kindergarten
through fourth grade, did not exist in
the district 10 years ago.
“The difference is a number of
things; increased enrollment in regular and special education, and also we
have children in school now that might
not have been in school at the age of
three in ’95,” said Superintendent
Choye. “Medicine is wonderful, and
it saved a lot of medically fragile
children, so there are a lot more children in special ed,” she said.
The difference with the breakdown
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood budget
between 10 years ago and now is that
the reported 590 students classified
as special education pupils in district
for 2005-2006 are separated out from
the full-time enrollment number of
4,500 for purposes of the state’s reporting.
In 1995-1996, there were 87 students designated as “others.” The
1995-1996 full-time enrollment number of 3,996 included those students
classified as special education in-district.
In comparing the full-time enrollment increase between then and now,
it grew from 3,996 to 5,090.
School officials said many of the
expenses are also un-reimbursed
mandates moving children out of one
category and into another category,
and handled at a much more expensive rate, yet the federal and state
government does not pay for it.
“The federal government indicated
that they would be paying 40 percent
of the cost of special education, and
we now receive about 12 percent,”
Mr. Del Sordi informed.
“Special education is a major cost
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood School Officials
Discuss Budget, Enrollment, Special Ed
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2005-2006
UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG
ADVERTISED ENROLLMENTS
ENROLLMENT CATEGORY
Pupils on Roll Regular Full-Time
Pupils on Roll Regular Shared-Time
Pupils on Roll - Special Full-Time
Pupils on Roll - Special Shared-Time
Private School Placements
Pupils Sent to Other Districts-Reg Prog
Pupils Sent to Other Dists-Spec Ed Prog
Pupils Received
Pupils in State Facilities
Resident Enroll. Per State Aid Calc.-Infor. Only
g
TOTAL DEBT SERVICE FUNDS
Total Expenditures/Appropriations

OCTOBER 15, 2003
ACTUAL
4,321
10
566
8
54
1
32
1
5

OCTOBER 15, 2004
ACTUAL
4,450
9
590
12
53
2
32
2
5
5,085
,
,
,
,
2,664,963
2,607,469
59,046,002
64,194,146

OCTOBER 15, 2005
ESTIMATED
4500
9
590
12
53
1
29
2
5201
,
,
2,560,652
67,084,688

COMPARING THE NUMBERS…Excerpts of the public notices from 1995 and 2005 of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District Budget Statements are shown above which served as a basis for discussion with officials of the school system and
editors of the newspaper on Monday. Please see article on Page 1.

Township Officials Seek Update
From State DOT on Rte. 22 Bridge
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
officials are hoping to meet with officials from the state Department of
Transportation (DOT) about the proposed refurbishment of the Route 22
bridge.
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
told the council this week that he sent
a letter late last month to DOT officials asking for an update on the proposed refurbishing of the bridge that
connects Park Avenue with Bonnie
Burn Road.
In 2001, the council endorsed a
plan for a new, widened bridge in the
same location as the present crossing.
Plans also call for a widening of the
intersection at New Providence Road
and Bonnie Burn Road as well as an
expansion of the area where the south
side of the bridge intersects with Park
Avenue. A new traffic light would
also be installed at the latter location.
The plans also call for dedicated
left turn lanes and separate right turn
lanes at both intersections, which
would lead to a smoother-flowing
traffic pattern north of Route 22 and,
thus, much less congestion on Route
22, Park Avenue and some of the
secondary roads leading into the central business district. A wide sidewalk would also be included in a
newly-built bridge.
During the past few months, there
has been considerable survey work in
connection with the project, and Mr.
Atkins noted that some township residents have made inquiries about the
project. He said he is hoping that state
DOT representatives will be able to
meet with the council sometime in
the next few months.
At its conference meeting on Tuesday, the council discussed a request
for the vacation of two paper streets
from a firm representing Baldridge
Real Estate Inc., which is preparing a
site plan application to the Scotch
Plains Planning Board for construction of an AutoZone retail auto parts

Hadassah to Hear
Speaker on Torahs
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Chapter of Hadassah will present a Lunch
and Learn program at noon on Monday,
April 18, at Temple Emanu-El, located
at 756 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Peter Fleischmann, a native of
Czechoslovakia, will speak on “The
Odyssey of the Czech Memorial Torahs.”
All are welcome to attend. For more
information, please call (908) 668-1864.

SCHMIEDE
CH IEDE
M

TREE EXPERT CO.

• Trimming
• Repairs
• Removal
Modern Equipment
State Certified
Immediate Service
Insured For Your Protection

908-233-TREE
908-233-8733
Celebrating our 50th year
in the Tree Business

DID YOU KNOW . . .
Weed killers don’t know the
difference between a Dandelion
and a Dogwood tree.

store on the Terrill Road property
formerly occupied by Club Malibu,
which was closed in late 1998 after a
fatal shooting in its parking lot. The
former nightclub building was razed
two years ago.
The two streets in question, Edwin
Place and Croyden Place, are unimproved streets that exist on official
township maps but are not traversable by cars.
Baldridge Real Estate wants to construct a 7,300-square-foot retail auto
parts store and a separate 4,000square-foot retail store on the property and hopes the council will agree
to vacate the streets prior to its hearing before the township’s planning

board. The council forwarded the request to the board for its input prior to
taking any action.
Mr. Atkins informed the council that
Scotch Plains has received two state
grants that will help defray the costs of
improvement projects at the municipal
building and the township library.
A $90,000 grant from the Statewide Livable Communities Local
Library program will be used to pay
for window replacement and plumbing upgrades at the library while a
$25,000 grant from the Statewide
Livable Communities Capital Improvement program will be used for
the roof and heating and ventilation
upgrades at the municipal building.

Beechwood Roof Repaired;
Peter Goggi Leaves BOE
By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
borough’s board of education Tuesday night announced that the rooftop
damage at the Beechwood School
that resulted from a leak has been
repaired.
In the latter part of next week, Sean
Reilly of Home Health Sciences, an
environmental microbiologist company, will test further to ensure that
the insulation is dry; a leaky roof
caused the insulation to get damp,
which resulted in a foul odor. Since
the roof is fixed now, the hope is that
the wet insulation problem is over
and that there will be no more odor,
officials said.
In other school news, Friday, April
8 marks the closing of the third marking period and Monday, April 18 is
the eighth grade class trip, and Thursday, April 21 is Family Fitness Day at
Beechwood School for kindergarten
through second grade. Also, today,
April 7, is Family Fitness Day at
Deerfield School for third, fourth and
fifth grades.
Tonight at 7 p.m. at Deerfield
School, the Child Abuse Prevention
Program (CAP) will make a presentation to eighth grade parents. In May,
CAP will speak to the eighth graders
in efforts to educate them about child
abuse. CAP is a 20-year old organization that works to prevent child abuse
and educate our youth about this serious issue.
Interim Chief School Administrator (CSA) Walter Rusak also announced that Linda Shanahan and
Anne Corley-Hand have been named
Union County Teachers of the Year.
Board member Gene Nagel announced the second reading of the
vacation policy for school personnel.
For employees to take vacation time
during the school year, they must

have written approval from their supervisors. There will be some modifications made for the third reading at
the next BOE meeting, and the policy
will be in effect if all board members
agree on its contents.
Another issue discussed is the fact
that the 10-year contract between
Berkley Heights and Mountainside
for borough teenagers to attend Governor of Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights will soon expire.
Board member Carmen Venes made
a motion to create a separate board
committee for this issue because he
indicated it is a crucial to discuss
since Mountainside will be “locked
in for 10 years (under a new agreement.)”
Board member Patricia Knodel seconded the motion, but then the board
collectively decided not to develop a
separate committee. The board instead opted to discuss the issue as a
whole after Mr. Goggi’s suggestion
to put the matter in the hands of the
2005-2006 school board. As a result,
Mr. Venes withdrew his motion.
Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Paul Vizzuso earlier this
week presented the budget to the
district’s parent teacher association.
Board member Mary Beth
Schaumberg thanked Mr. Vizzuso for
his concise and easy to understand
presentation.
At the end of the meeting, it was
announced that Mr. Goggi would be
leaving the board. Mr. Goggi, who
has served for six years, is not seeking re-election. Board member Mary
Beth Schaumberg commended Mr.
Goggi for his tenure on the board.
“It’s been my pleasure and honor to
serve with this current board,” Mr. Goggi
stated. He indicated that although the
six years as BOE member were not
always easy, they were rewarding.
“We sit here and make decisions
for the better of our children,” he said.

driver, and what is defined as special
education has changed a lot in the
past 10 years,” said Mrs. Nelson.
She also noted other cost drivers
that have added to the rising budget,
among them paying back the bond
referendum from 2000-2001; the
required elementary world language
program (which is a non-funded
mandate); keeping up with changing technology; the mainstreaming
of students, which requires teacher
aides in the classroom, assisted
learning devices, occupational and
physical therapy, medical evaluations, and the growth of special education summer programs.
Each child in special education is
also required to have an I.E.P. (Individual Education Program), which
requires accommodations for testing.
Mrs. Nelson explained that the
district is struggling to maintain its
existing services and class sizes,
which are 22 students in the elementary grades and 23 to 30 students in the middle schools and high
school.
“We’re all struggling with a flat
state aid rate, with increasing costs,
with property owners who want to
support the school but have to be
realistic about how far they can go.
So we’re just looking at how can we
juggle so that we maintain, because
we don’t want to fall behind,” Mrs.
Nelson said.
Mrs. Nelson and Dr. Choye recommended that state aid should follow a student from one district to
another. They commented that there
are a growing number of special
education students that are
everyone’s responsibility. Right
now, more than 10 percent of students in the school system are in
special education.
They noted that the state is required to pay 100 percent of the
cost of out-of-district tuitions that
exceed $40,000 per student. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood submitted a claim
of $888,516 for 44 out-of-district
students, but received state funding
of only $323,325 in return.
“We estimate that the total cost of
special education is a little over $11
million and that is somewhat difficult to determine because that would
not include the cost of a teacher of
a student who is mainstreamed. It
may be the cost of the aide that goes
with that child, but it doesn’t neces-

SPlains Officials
Comment on
TOPOFF3 Drill
SCOTCH PLAINS — Paul
Malool, Scotch Plains’ emergency
management coordinator, told the
Township Council this week that
while the township “didn’t have a
big role” in the drill, the emergency
response system overall was “tested
to the max,” especially on the drill’s
first day.
He reviewed some of the procedures that officials from Union
County towns followed, including
the setting up of centers in Rahway
and at the Union County Vocational-Technical School in Scotch
Plains to distribute oral vaccines
to residents after the mock bioterror attack.
Mr. Malool and the Council also
reviewed some of the operational
problems that were encountered
along with possible solutions. In
addition, TV-34 on Tuesday morning began running a mock emergency announcement detailing a state
of emergency declaration, important telephone numbers and other
relevant information.

Subscribe or Renew Online
goleader.com/subscribe

sarily include the cost within the
classroom once that student is part
of that environment,” Mr. Del Sordi
explained.
The reimbursement from the state
of that $11 million is $2.9 million,
so the shortfall in the district in this
category is about $8 million, he
noted. Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s total state aid for 2005-2006 is $4.1
million, which also includes
$715,000 in transportation aid and
$400,000 for bilingual programs.
There also are other contingencies such as Child Study Team meetings for children who are not classified but have other needs that are
not even included in that $11 million.
Mr. Del Sordi remarked that,
“Eventually, the better districts will
be forced to reduce programs.”
The programs districts such as
Scotch Plains-Fanwood offer, like
advanced placement courses, that
really strengthen the education program will have to disappear. Class
sizes may even have to go higher
because so much of the burden is on
the taxpayers, according to Mr. Del
Sordi.
“I’ve seen the gamut and I’ve seen
the caring and commitment in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood,” said
Dr. Choye. She expressed that there

is a wide range among students in
the district but that the district is
willing to work with the teachers so
they can provide for the needs of
each student. “That’s as challenging as any district can have,” she
said.
Times Publisher Horace Corbin
asked Dr. Choye, “Do you feel that
property taxes are increasing at a
rate that is, sooner or later, going to
be unsustainable?”
Dr. Choye responded, “The Board
of Education is the fundamental basis of our democracy. We have to
look at a more equitable way (to
fund education), and to hit the property taxpayer over and over; it just
doesn’t seem to be an equitable way
to do it.”
It was noted that 30 percent of the
residents in the school district have
children in the public schools.
At 2 percent, Fanwood has the
lowest percentage of property tax
revenue in the county from nonresident sources. Scotch Plains was
estimated to have about 8 percent
non-resident property tax revenue.
It was acknowledged that, should
the percentage of residents having
children in the school system rise
above the current 30 percent, a significant hike in property taxes would
be experienced.

Fanwood Redevelopment
Receives Council Support
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Calamaras.
The council is expected to appoint
attorney Daniel McCarthy, of Rogut
and McCarthy, a Cranford law firm,
as redevelopment coordinator for
Fanwood’s downtown redevelopment
plan.
Mr. McCarthy will be the “point
person,” Mayor Colleen Mahr said
during Tuesday’s council agenda setting meeting, and will be “working
with all levels of government.”
It was noted that Mr. McCarthy has
already done a survey of the South
Avenue corridor, and plans on contacting each property owner in the
downtown individually. Mr.
McCarthy will report directly to the
redevelopment agency.
Preliminary costs are estimated at
$25,000 to $30,000 for a one-year

contract, which will be paid with
money from the borough’s capital
improvement fund.
Mr. McCarthy explained to the
council his role in Perth Amboy’s
revitalization, and is currently working with Hillside Township in their
redevelopment endeavors.
The council is also expected to hire
John Draikiwicz of Gibbons, DelDeo,
Dolan, Griffinger & Vecchione of
Newark, as bond counsel.
In addition, Michelle Tobier is expected to be appointed as assistant
recreation director by the governing
body.
The council will hold a public hearing regarding the 2005 budget next
Tuesday, April 12, during which the
2005 municipal budget, proposed at
$7,274,225 with a tax levy of
$4,033,942, will be adopted.

Westfield Pursues Turf Bids
For Kehler Stadium, Fay Field
By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Both the Town of
Westfield and the Board of Education will unseal bids later this month
on synthetic turf fields to be installed
in time for the fall sports season,
officials have confirmed.
In December, the Westfield residents voted in favor of a $1.38 million bond that will fund the refurbishing of the track and field at
Kehler Stadium. The exact cost of
the project, which includes replacing the grass field with synthetic turf
and the installation of a new track,
will be determined at the end of the
month when the BOE selects a contractor.
The project, scheduled to be completed by the end of this summer to
coincide with the fall athletic season, will benefit young athletes in
town by considerably increasing
hours and locations available to play
sports, and will also add to the safety
of kids’ athletics, officials said.
“By placing synthetic turf on the
Kehler field, we can triple weekend
use of the field, and playing time
could be extended even during the
rainy season, when we would normally have to restrict play because
of potential damage to a grass field,”
stated Lorre Korecky, Westfield BOE
School Community Relations representative.
“Also, from a safety standpoint,
synthetic turf offers a consistent playing surface, free of divots and potholes. Today’s synthetics are softer
and more forgiving than the original
artificial turf of years ago,” Ms.
Korecky added.
Kehler Stadium’s grass field will
be replaced by synthetic turf, and a
new track will be installed. The shock
absorbent and durable material provides a safe surface for youngsters to
play a variety of sports.
The lack of preparation time necessary between activities on turf
fields will open up hours of playing
time not only for football, but also
for all girls’ and boys’ varsity sports,
including soccer, lacrosse and field
hockey.
“All of our varsity sports teams
will have an opportunity to play on
this field,” Robert Berman, School
Business Administrator, said.
A synthetic turf requires less maintenance than a live grass field, and
the turf, whether rubber and stone
filled or complete rubber, consistently holds up better than grass in
adverse weather conditions.
Additionally, the project may result in fiscal savings in certain areas,
school officials said.
“Where we might save money is
on equipment and labor,” Superintendent of Schools Dr. William Foley

said. Based on the success of recent
synthetic turf installations at a field
operated by Watchung Hills Regional
High School, it appears that a
monthly grooming machine sweep
is all it will take to maintain a nongrass field.
The Board of Education will open
bids to contractors on Tuesday, April
26, a day after the town opens bids on
a similar project: the synthetic turf
revamping of Sid Fay Field, a section
of Houlihan Field which is located
near St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church off of Rahway Avenue.
Director of Recreation, Bruce
Kaufmann was instrumental in the
installation of the first synthetic turf
municipal field in New Jersey at
Livingston High School.
According to Mr. Kaufmann, there
are many options in synthetic turf.
One of the main factors in determining which sort of turf field to install
is the age of the youngsters who will
play on the renovated areas.
The town budgeted $900,000 for
the Sid Fay turf field although, as
Mr. Kaufmann has acknowledged,
that cost is expected to rise given
that the town appropriated the money
in 2004.
The $3,500 piece of equipment
necessary to upkeep the synthetic
turf fields will most likely be shared
by the BOE and the Recreation Department. Even if the end products
of the refurbished Kehler and Sid
Fay fields are slightly different, both
the BOE and plan to share the brush
sweeping machine.
Mr. Kaufmann said the grooming
machine costs around $3,500, including specific attachments depending on the type of turf.
In addition to communicating
regularly about their field renovations for over a year, Mr. Kaufmann,
Mr. Berman and Board of Education
Facilities Committee Chairwoman
Alice Hunnicutt have been visiting
existing synthetic turf fields at
schools in New Jersey and Connecticut.
Kehler Stadium will provide a
venue for all high school varsity
boys’ and girls’ sports and also for
various community sports activities.
Houlihan / Sid Fay Fields will
continue to be a haven for organized
sports primarily for elementary and
middle school aged children.
After the bids are received at the
end of April, the town and school
board will meet to discuss and
strategize on their plans, officials
told The Westfield Leader. The goal
is for both projects to be completed
in time for the fall athletic season.
“Doing this together at this time of
year will provide a tremendous boost
for sporting activities in our community,” Mr. Kaufmann said.

Page

2

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, April 7, 2005

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

By Westfield BOE Candidate Ann Ormsby Cary

By Westfield BOE Candidate William Ziff

Why I’m running for the
Westfield School Board

Strategic Plan Identifies Our
Mission, Beliefs and Actions

My name is Ann Ormsby Cary and
I am running for the Westfield Board
of Education.
If elected, I will work for: a rigorous and consistent academic curriculum; better communication between
home and school; increased guidance
services — services for all children
here in Westfield.
What would I bring to the board?
— Volunteer experience. As the
Tamaques PTO Co-President and as
a volunteer at the Edison Intermediate School, I have been very involved
in extracurricular activities and
fundraising that benefits our children.
This year, my Co-President and I
spearheaded a successful effort to
buy new playground equipment at
Tamaques.
Communication skills — With over
20 years of experience in public relations, I would bring to the board a
complementary skill set. Currently,
many of the board members have
finance and legal backgrounds, and I
would use my communications skills
to reach out to the public with information about Board of Education
activities and policies.
Board experience — I serve on the

Community Players
To Host One-Act Plays
WESTFIELD — Westfield Community Players will present two, oneact plays by Barbara Ruban, Speed
Dating and Corporate Waltz, that examine life and love in the contemporary work place.
The performances will be held on
Saturday, April 16, at 8 p.m., with all
tickets priced at $10.
The evening features Elizabeth
Atkins, Fred Cuozzo, Alan
Gershenson, Barbara J. Goldstein,
Becca Heard, Irene Hernandez, Stow
Lovejoy, Anthony Marotta, Vikki
Massulli, Matthew R. Nazzaro, Donna
Ricca and Ted Sattur.
The box office, which can be
reached at (908) 232-1221, is now
open, and all seats must be prepaid.
Patrons attending the fund-raising
evening for the theater are invited to
stay for refreshments with the cast
and crew after the show.

Past Editions
Past editions of the newspaper
are available at www.goleader.com.
Select “Archives” from the menu.

PTO Board, Columbia University’s
Board of Directors for an advanced
degree in Marketing Communications
and formerly on the United Way of
New York City’s Board as a senior
staff member.
On each of these boards, I have
learned to build consensus, listen carefully and be proactive to make things
happen.
What are my priorities if elected?
— A strong curriculum. We need to
move quickly to hire a new Assistant
Superintendent of Curriculum and
Instruction to oversee curriculum
development and review.
We need to review continuity of
curricula between grades. For example, we offer technology in sixth
and eighth grade, but not in seventh;
we offer journalism in eighth and
10th grade, but not in ninth; we offer
only one economics course at the
high school. We need to continue to
provide an enriched curriculum of
music, art, sports, health, drug education and more.
Better communication between
home and school — The district is
currently getting ready to launch a
new website that will provide more
information to parents about curriculum, activities, events and procedures.
The Board of Education needs to
monitor this process to ensure that
the site is up and running effectively
by September. In our world of electronic communication, parents should
be more informed than ever before.
Currently, some teachers write just
one paragraph each week and email it
to parents so that teachers and parents
can work together to help our students. We should consider mandating
this practice.
Increased guidance services —
Counselors should be required to visit
three competitive colleges per year to
create on-going relationships with
admissions officers. Counselors should
become expert in a particular area,
such as fine arts, business or science.
Services for all children here in
Westfield — The district should conduct a feasibility study to look at
providing services for special needs
children at the Lincoln School. Currently, 117 children are sent far away
for necessary services and we must
look at creating quality programs for
them here in our community.
I urge everyone to get out and vote
on April 19. Vote to pass the school
budget and please consider voting for
Ann Ormsby Cary. Thank you.

COINS INTO DOLLARS…The Westfield United Way (WUW) receives a $1,000
check from donations of customers who dropped coins in a counter box, with the
sum matched by Panera Bread of Westfield. Pictured above, from left to right,
are: WUW Executive Director Linda Maggio, WUW Campaign Chairman Tom
Cusimano, and Charlotte Floyd, Assistant Manager of the Westfield store.

By Westfield BOE Candidate Gary McCready

Special Education Can Be
Improved In Several Ways
WESTFIELD — One thing you
almost never hear at a sporting event
is “We’re number seven,” but you
will hear the phrase describing the
Westfield school system, as that is
our ranking by New Jersey Monthly
magazine.
The district is also ranked at a variety of places if you go by our SAT
scores, New Jersey GEPA test scores,
or by the number of Advanced Placement exams taken. Personally, I would
like to see us rated number one in all
areas, but as that is practically impossible, I would focus on a few areas
where we can get closer to that number one ranking.
Special Education I believe can be
improved in several ways. Where it
may be unrealistic to plan on spending millions to renovate Lincoln
School and to develop all the programs needed to have in-district programs for children that are currently
sent out of district, I believe that we
can have both cost and transportation
savings if we partner with other nearby
districts.
We would then be able to share the
cost of developing programs that a
single district would not be able to
support, and to host those programs
much closer to home.
Electronic learning is the way of
the future, but we won’t be able to
fully realize it until we are able to
give each child at the desired grade
level a laptop or some other common
device (like Maine has tried at the
middle school level). However, we
can make great strides in organizing

additional resources for each subject taught on the district Web server,
and by taking advantage of any web
resources the textbook publishers
offer. I have no doubt that someday
most textbooks will be eliminated at
the upper grades; however, we will
not be able to afford it for a number
of years.
We need to not only focus on the
traditional classroom curriculums, but
also continue to maintain fine arts
and athletics to produce well-rounded
students. In addition, a wellness program focusing on offering healthy
foods and emphasizing physical activity for all students should be developed at every grade level.
The district’s strategic plan is a
community-based document that is a
good blueprint to direct where the
district should go next, but I would
like to see a timetable and costs specified in the plan. This will allow future
boards and planning committees a
better way to determine if we can
follow the plan.
Finally, please support this year’s
budget. The state is actually forcing
the district to spend almost half the
money that is in the district’s “rainy
day” fund this year, so we have the
benefit of supporting district programs with a lower increase in taxes.
The taxpayers should take advantage of this good value by voting
yes.
I would like to thank those who have
followed these articles for their interest, and as always, there is more detail
at my website at www.mccready.com.

www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Tax &
Financial Service Needs

To those uninitiated in the budget
process, the Board of Education appears to temporarily lose sight of the
2004-2007 Strategic Plan, in the din
and confusion of figures and accounting principles. But it is the Strategic
Plan, after all, which identified our
mission, beliefs and action steps necessary to realize productive, ethical
and responsible citizens.
The district’s mission provides the
district is “...a system built on successful cooperation among family,
school and community... to prepare
all students to reach their highest
potential and to become productive,
ethical and responsible citizens
through rigorous educational programs, which respect individual differences and diversity.”
The authors of the Strategic Plan
are participating members of the community, administration, faculty, students and board members. The mission furnishes us with a road map to
navigate and to furnish a standard by
which we can gauge our progress.
My experience on the Board of
Education, when viewed in the context of the mission, makes me very
proud of the students, the administration and the faculty. The significant
role of a Board member is to be sensitive to all concerns and to adopt an
inquiring mind to understand the parameters and dynamics of issues.
I believe it is the role of professional administrators to respond to
those concerns and inquiries. Being
sensitive to concerns requires the successful cooperation with family and
community.
The district has more successes
than shortcomings. Our cooperative
effort with the community has been
successful in many illustrative in-
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If you are planning to accept another job or retire in the near future,
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We can show you strategies to help keep your distribution intact.

GARWOOD – Garwood Mayor
Dennis J. McCarthy will hold his
monthly Mayor’s Saturday from 10
to 11 a.m. on April 9 in the Municipal
Building at 403 South Avenue.
Residents are invited to stop by to
discuss any concerns they have, or to
just stop by and say hello and meet
the mayor. For more information,
please call (908) 789-0710.
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• Employee Benefits
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Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500
Fax: 908-889-9501

Are you about to receive a lump
sum distribution from your
employer’s retirement plan?

Mayor’s Saturday Set
April 9 In Garwood

AMERICANISM AWARDS – Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22), second from
right, presents recipients with Americanism Awards from UNICO at Costa’s
Restaurant in Roselle Park. Peter Ippolito of Union spearheaded a 400,000
signature drive which led to the issuance of the U. S. Postal stamp commemorating
the heroism of World War II Marine Sergeant John Basilone. John Pacifico
organized 26 Basilone parades in the Marine’s hometown of Raritan.

File Your Extensions With Us
www.JonBramnick.com

stances, such as the Boosters, the
PTOs and Rotary International.
The perceived cooperative effort with
town council and administration seems
to be less successful because of the
notoriety surrounding controversial
projects, such as high school parking.
Our taxpayers should be made
aware of, and no doubt will appreciate, the actual cooperative efforts of
the business administrators of the
board and the town. I propose the reestablishment of a liaison committee
with the town which would structure
these constructive cooperative efforts,
giving the taxpayers an opportunity
to see their government partnering to
save while continuing to offer the
highest caliber of service.
Like many others, I am frustrated
over the delay in reaching a resolution to the high school parking situation. I was a member of the planning
board, which expressed concern for
parking at the high school as memorialized in its Master Plan in 2002.
The proposed plan takes into consideration the interests of all.
I thank the citizens of Westfield for
the opportunity to have served on the
Board of Education and request they
support the budget and my candidacy.
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Cranford, New Jersey 07016
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the April 15 deadline.
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Westfield Council News

22nd District News

Enforcement Is Effective
For Making Streets Safer

Bill Pending Imposes Fines
For Motorist Not Yielding

By Andrew Skibitsky
Westfield Councilman, Ward 3

Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Fanwood

TRENTON — Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22) has urged Acting Governor Richard Codey to sign
legislation that she cosponsored with
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-21) and Asm.
Brian Stack (D-Union City). The bill
would impose stiffer penalties on
motorists who fail to yield to pedestrians at crosswalks. It is intended to
increase pedestrian safety.
“Pedestrian fatalities in New Jersey are among the highest in the nation,” said Assemblywoman Stender
(D-Fanwood).
A recent study by the Tri-State Transportation Campaign — a coalition of
public service, transit and environmental groups — concluded that 153 pedestrians were killed in New Jersey in
2004, up 4.1 percent from a year earlier.
Five counties accounted for more than
half the fatalities. Union County had
the second highest rate of fatalities, one
death shy of Essex County. The other
three counties with the highest rates of
pedestrian fatalities include Bergen,
Middlesex and Monmouth — all highly
congested and heavily populated north-

ern and central counties.
Under current law, a motorist who
fails to yield to a motorist would be
fined $50. Under the proposed measure, fines would be increased to $100;
with $50 being diverted to a newly
established “Pedestrian Safety Enforcement and Education Fund.”
The fund would be administered
by the Division of Highway and Traffic Safety within the Department of
Law and Public Safety and would
serve as a clearinghouse for municipal governments to gather more information on how best to increase
pedestrian safety on local roads.
Assemblywoman Stender said, “It
is vital that we do everything in our
power to ensure pedestrian safety on
local roads. By imposing stiff penalties on motorists who do not yield to
pedestrians, we send a strong message to drivers: Yield to pedestrians.”
The bill passed the General Assembly in November and the state
Senate two weeks ago. The bill is
awaiting the consideration of the Acting Governor.

21st District News

Democrats Are Urged to
Re-examine Auditor Reports
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, Westfield

WESTFIELD — Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (R-21) said last week
that Assembly Democrats should take
a close look at the State Auditor’s
annual report for 2004 to determine if
the $101.4 million in potential cost
savings and revenue enhancements it
identifies can be used to ease fiscal
pressures in the proposed FY06 state
budget.
“I appreciate that the Democrats
now want to get the State Auditor
actively involved in conducting performance audits for each department
of state government in the hope of
identifying savings that could be used

Police Alliance Sets
Monthly Meeting Date
FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Community Policing Alliance (CPA)
will hold its next monthly meeting on
Wednesday, April 27th at 7:30 p.m. at
the Forest Road Park Community
Building in Fanwood.
Started in 2004, the Fanwood Police Department organized the CPA.
The CPA invites all residents and
those working in Fanwood to join the
alliance. The organization’s goal is to
create a link between the police and
the community that will address a
wide array of topics, including crime
prevention, child safety and community issues and events.
The CPA meets on the fourth
Wednesday of every month - same
place and time. For more information,
please see www.fanwoodcpa.org.

6th and 7th Grade
Students and Parents
Take this opportunity
to meet and speak with
Student Representatives
and
Admissions Personnel
from numerous Catholic
High Schools

to restore the rebate cuts that are part
of the proposed budget,” said Asm.
Bramnick. “As part of this process, I
hope the Democrats also take a new
look at the auditor’s 2004 reports and
recommendations because they could
prove to be very useful.”
His press release stated that the
Office of the State Auditor works
directly for the Legislature. Its role is
to provide unbiased accurate information and objective recommendations on how to best use public resources. The auditor’s findings identifying $101.4 million in potential
savings and revenue enhancements
were summarized in the 2004 annual
report, which was issued by the office
on January 18, 2005.
Mr. Bramnick also urged the Assembly Democrats to consider a bill
he has sponsored (A-1999) that
would require the Office of the State
Auditor, at the request of a member
of the Legislature, to conduct performance audits of any program of a
state or state-supported agency. Currently, the Office of the State Auditor only conducts financial audits.
Performance audits examine the
economy, efficiency or effectiveness
of a specific program of a state or
state-supported agency. A companion bill, S-1059, has been introduced
in the Senate by Sen. Thomas Kean
Jr., (R-21).
“Passage of legislation clarifying
and expanding the auditor’s role could
result in significant financial benefits, not just now, but in the years to
come,” Mr. Bramnick said.

VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR…Union County Freeholder Chairman Rick
Proctor, second from left, and Vice Chairman Al Mirabella, right, present Joe
Nagy, left, and George Weiss, second from right, both of Fanwood, with resolutions congratulating them on being named the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club’s Volunteers of the Year 2004. The Rotary Club recognized the men for their
volunteer work with Fanwood’s Channel 35 local access cable television station.

Westfield BOE Candidate Steven Dorry

Traits of an Effective
School Board Member
WESTFIELD — Having spent the
last two months attending budget meetings of the Board of Education and
getting acquainted with the issues faced
by our district and districts around the
state, I have developed a keen appreciation for the commitment and dedication necessary to be a valuable member of the Board of Education.
I have spent a considerable amount
of time over the last two months contemplating my own strengths and
weaknesses to identify those characteristics that will make me an effective
member of this board.
Fundamentally, I believe in our system of public education and I have a
profound desire to make a positive
difference in the lives of my children
and the children of Westfield. I believe
in showing integrity, respect, trust,
confidence, support and open communication in all of my interactions.
I encourage and respect diversity
and diverse opinions. I believe in dealing openly and straightforwardly with
controversy and I fully embrace the

Union County Offers
Trees and Training
To celebrate Arbor Day, April 29,
Union County schools can obtain free,
five-foot tall dogwood trees while
supplies last. The Union County
Shade Tree Advisory Board will help
train students and accompanying
adults in how to plant and care for a
newly planted tree.
Training sessions will be held on
three different days from 12:30 to
2:00 p.m. at Williams Nursery in
Westfield. On Tuesday, April 19, a
session will be held for fourth and
fifth-grade students; on April 20 for
6th through 8th grade students; and
on April 21 for high school students
and adults. The dogwoods will be
given out after each training session.
Please see your school principal or
contact Rutgers Cooperative Extension 4-H Agent James Nichnadowicz
at (908) 654-9854; e-mail
Nichnadowicz@aesop.rutgers.edu.

democratic decision-making process.
I understand that decisions must be
based on the best interests of the entire
community, not just specific groups of
constituents or special interests. I am
an advocate of change when necessary for improving student achievement and the welfare of our children.
My training as an attorney provides
me with many skills to serve as an
effective member of this board. The
ability to understand and operate within
a complex set of federal and state laws,
rules and regulations. The extent and
limitations of the board’s roles and
responsibilities in policy-making and
oversight.
The effective negotiation of contracts, including collective bargaining
agreements. The ability to listen to
opposing views and openly debate issues. The courage to advocate a position, even if in disagreement with the
majority. And perhaps the most important trait for any board member, the
ability to build consensus among other
members, the superintendent, parents,
teachers and community leaders.
As a corporate attorney, I spend
most of my time listening to opposing
views, debating issues, and building
consensus among executive management on the proper and appropriate
course of action for our company. I
have learned that consensus is achieved
through leadership, advocacy and effective communication skills.
In closing, I have a vested interest in
this school district, both as a parent
and as a resident of this fine community. In fact, the excellent school system was the primary reason we moved
to Westfield over nine years ago. As a
member of this board, I pledge to
maintain and improve the standards of
excellence in education that we have
all come to value as parents and residents of Westfield.

Spring 2005
High School Information Nights
Presented by The Catholic High Schools of the Archdiocese of Newark

Overheard by an off-duty Westfield
Police Officer while in a neighboring
town — “Don’t speed in Westfield, or
you’ll get a ticket”. This is a heartening story considering the Westfield
Town Council and particularly the
Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee have been working very closely with our police department to develop programs to make
our streets safer.
Enforcement is one of the most
effective ways to make our streets
safer for all of our residents — including pedestrians of all ages and
other motorists. District Radar Operation Program (DROP) is a new
program that we have recently implemented.
DROP is designed to provide speed
enforcement throughout town on a
24-hour basis by using radar equipped
district patrol units. At any given time,
we have four police units patrolling
our streets. In addition to traffic law
enforcement, these units respond to
thousands of calls per year.
When not responding to calls,
DROP systematically directs the four
patrol units to operate radar on specific streets with the goal of targeting
40 different streets each month. The
purpose of this effort is to reduce
speeding town-wide and to educate
drivers that the town enforces speed
limits on all of our streets, not only
the main thoroughfares.
Of course, the ultimate goal is to
reduce the number of accidents in
town and especially accidents resulting in personal injury.
Detective Lisa Perrotta runs the
T.E.A.M. (Traffic Education and
Monitoring) program and is encouraged by the early DROP results.
“DROP is a very effective tool of the
Westfield Police Department’s all
encompassing T.E.A.M program.
Besides increasing enforcement, the

DROP generated reports provide us
with valuable information on where
additional enforcement is required,”
Detective Perrotta reported.
Besides anecdotal stories like the
one at the beginning of this column,
there is other evidence that our traffic
safety efforts are paying off. Last
year’s accidents and accidents with
injuries were approximately ten percent lower than they were in 2003 and
the lowest rates in the past five years.
Radar is not only for enforcement
purposes, it is also used for educational purposes. The T.E.A.M.
program’s Citizen Speed Watch uses
radar to increase drivers’ awareness
of local speed limits and to be more
focused on their speed. Citizen Speed
Watch uses trained citizens to operate
speed radar devices.
Working in teams of two, these
specially trained citizens record the
speed of vehicles in residential and
school zones. The registered owners
of speeding vehicles are sent a letter
from the Westfield Police Department. The letter states the date, time,
speed and location of where their
vehicle was recorded exceeding the
residential or school zone speed limits. The letter encourages motorists to
obey our speed limits.
If you would like to get involved in
the education process by joining the
Citizen Speed Watch Program, or if
you simply have a particular traffic
safety issue, please contact Detective
Lisa Perrotta at the Westfield Traffic
Hotline (789-6039).
It will take continual and persistent
effort, but we are making our streets
safer for everyone.

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net
www.goleader.com

NEIL SULLIVAN
President, Westfield Mortgage
Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE
908-518-0800 Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

It’s Time to
Celebrate … You.

Mark your calendar for Celebrating Women, a free day
of laughter and learning featuring Star Jones.
Join us and keynote speaker Star Jones, co-host of ABC-TV’s The View, as she
shares the story of her journey from determined law student to national celebrity
and answers questions from the audience. Celebrating Women will also feature
presentations by Overlook Hospital’s medical experts that explore a wide range
of issues, including:
• Stress management
• Pregnancy
• Plastic surgery options

(COOP)
Admissions Exam
Friday, Nov. 11, 2005
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supersearch

• Heart disease
• Raising healthy and confident kids
• Cancer risks as you age

Before the lectures, you can visit educational displays and take advantage of
free cholesterol and blood pressure screenings. In addition, 25 coupons for free
bone density and body fat screenings will be raffled off, and you can enjoy a
free luncheon.

for Sept. 2006 admission.

Visit our website
www.rcan.org/schools

Saturday, April 30, 7:30AM to 2:00PM
Overlook Hospital, 99 Beauvoir Avenue, Summit, New Jersey

Additional info: (973) 497-4258

Tuesday, April 19

Wednesday, April 20

Newark

South Orange

Archdiocesan Center
Auditorium

Our Lady of Sorrows School
Gym

Tuesday, April 26

Wednesday, April 27

Paramus

Jersey City

Annunciation Parish
Parish Hall

Hudson Catholic Regional H.S.
Gym
All Sessions from 7 PM to 9 PM

Now you
can order
Thursday,
April
21 "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the

newspaper
archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information
Call 1-800-AHS-9580 today to reserve your spot at Celebrating Women.
North
Arlington
Hurry — space is limited.

andSchool
exciting extras! Order your copies today!
Queen of Peace
Multi-Purpose Room

Thursday,
April
28 cd@goleader.com
Please
contact
Union
or call us at (908) 232-4407

St. Visit
Michael
School at www.goleader.com
our website
Gym
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Spring, When Men Become Boys
It was a lost weekend. Starting last Saturday, we
were deluged with rain and choked with flooding.
There was little evidence of spring – except that it
was opening day, Sunday night and the Yankees
clobbered their nemesis from ‘Beantown.’
Baseball is a sign of spring for the spectator,
but softball becomes the magic for the players
where a lawyer loses his suit, an accountant
forgets his pencil and an engineer sets aside his
calculator. Businessmen forget the bottom line
for an evening. The phenomenon occurs at this
time every year. It’s fun, sometimes hilarious.
It’s men’s softball where middle-aged men circle
the bases with a stride that can often be smaller
than their waistlines.
It happens all over the region on evenings and
weekends. One crucial element is a catchy name
for the team, and the name does not normally
describe the prowess on the playing field. There
are angels and saints battling when St. Jude’s
might maul St. Paul’s. In a Family Feud, the Jolly
Trolley could derail Charlie Brown’s or Comcast
could fall flat on the Mattress Factory.
The Mountainside Softball League is one of the
first to start while finishing mid-summer. In
Mountainside too, there’s the annual Chrone’s
Tavern Oldtimers game at the end of the season.
The St. Barts league draws teams from a hat,
resulting in random fun throughout the summer,

concluding with the championship and picnic over
Labor Day weekend – an event not to miss if you
can wrangle an invitation.
The little guys in Westfield get started on April
16 as the Westfield Baseball League opens in
Norman Rockwell fashion with their parade of
kids, family and dogs from Mindowaskin Park to
Gumberts Field for the first game.
If you’re one to be different but enjoy great fun,
take a look at area Rugby this Saturday afternoon
as they start their season at Unami Park.
The men love to be boys and they’re good at it.
If you believe things are quiet here over the spring
and summer, stop in at a local watering hole at
sundown. You will hear a pack of softball war
stories while enjoying the company. These are
boys who have temporarily traded in the suits of
men for cutoff shorts and a pair of Nikes – some
even have uniforms.
The County Police League is gunning for last
year’s champs from Westfield, hoping to make
them chumps. There’ll be a lot of firepower before
the matter is settled.
No matter who strikes out during play (even if
it’s a chairman of the board) by the end of the night
you can spot plenty of friendly slaps on the back
and a ‘Way to go, buddy.’
Aah, it’s spring. Good game guys! Enjoy the
season. Play Ball!

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE President
Responds to School Budget Editorial
As a follow up to the Leader/Times
editorial of March 31, I would like to offer
information that may help readers understand some of the points the writer tried to
make. The editorial notes that school finance is a complicated subject and it’s
hard to know what questions to ask. We in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) school
community think it’s helpful to get the
full picture before jumping to conclusions.
The editorial wonders “who or what
are these ‘others?’” in referring to a category of students, “…as they play a large
role in the numbers.” Most of the “others”
are special education students, and the
reasons they have increased are many.
In 1995, these students were mostly
included in the total enrollment number.
So the 3,996-student enrollment figure
the editorial gave for SP-F included indistrict special education students. The
82 others were out-of-district students in
various categories.
However, since 1995 the state has
changed how school districts must report
their enrollments. Special education students now are listed in separate categories. So the current enrollment for SP-F is
5,090 in-school students (27.5% increase
since 1995), of which 590 are in-district
special education students. The district
also sends over 100 students out-of-district for special education, vocationaltechnical and shared-time programs.
To compare apples to apples using the
editorial’s numbers, the SP-F in-school
enrollment has grown from 3,996 to 5,090
in 10 years. The out-of-district enrollment has increased from 82 to 106 (29%).
Special education costs have increased
over the past 10 years for a variety of
reasons:
General growing enrollment bringing
more students of all categories;
Better diagnosis and evaluation classifying more children needing special ser-

vices, either in self-contained special education classrooms, in resource rooms for
part of the day or mainstreamed into the
regular classroom, but needing more
teachers for team teaching and more instructional aides;
The increasing amount of required services, such as occupational therapy, physical therapy, assisted technology support,
such as hearing devices and microphones,
and summer programs;
A growing pre-school handicapped and
autistic population;
Medical and psychiatric evaluations as
required by the state;
The rising cost of out-of-district placements; Most out-of-district placements in
1995 cost less than $40,000 per year.
Now approximately half of the placements cost more than $40,000 each.
And a last, very important reason – the
pitiful amount of state funding received
by local school districts. In SP-F’s case,
we spend $11.3 million on special education and receive $2.9 million in state aid.
The editorial suggests we “avoid the
state’s unfunded mandates.” Besides being illegal and bringing strong sanctions
on us, such actions would not give muchneeded services to our special education
population. We value all of our children
and try to provide the services that each
needs. It is not their fault that special
education is expensive.
But it is the fault of the state government that local taxpayers are left on their
own to meet this need. If state aid was
assigned to each special education student and followed that student as he or she
moved from district to district, the cost of
educating our most vulnerable children
would be born equitably and the relief to
local taxpayers statewide would be immense.
The editorial also opines “the size of
the increase in school expenditures cannot be fully explained by the increase in
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reported enrollment and general inflation
alone.” That’s true. Besides growing enrollment (1,094 students in 10 years) and
special education costs, schools are now
called on to keep up with technology,
provide elementary world languages,
mainstream special education students
back into the classroom, provide professional development for the young teachers replacing the generation of teachers
reaching retirement, and pay escalating
insurance premiums.
And in the case of SP-F and other area
districts, we must repay the bonds that
have allowed us to provide badly needed
repairs and additions to our schools. We
are fighting to maintain program and class
sizes, not provide “smaller classes,” as
the editorial stated.
All of this we would have explained
had this newspaper asked us. Instead, we
were not given an opportunity to clarify
information or check the accuracy of the
numbers used in an editorial that was
really about Westfield.
I must protest your focus on SP-F only
when you want to make a comparison
with Westfield.
At this school budget election time
you, newspaper, and we, the Board of
Education, have a responsibility to inform the electorate and make sure the
voters know what’s driving the cost of
education and what’s keeping property
values high locally.
An editorial that implies our school
district is hiding information and that
gives only part of the picture does a disservice to a community that is trying hard
to present a fair budget that limits spending growth, but at the same time maintains a quality educational system.
Linda Nelson
President
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education

Letters to the Editor
Scotch Plains Reader Responds to Call
For Ideas to Fix School Funding
Last week’s editorial, “Can a Fix Be
Found for Exploding School Costs &
State Mandates,” is an important topic.
There were three key points in your
editorial:
1. There has been an “explosion in the
number of students classified as ‘others’
though you are “not really sure who or
what these ‘others’ are, but they seem to
play a large role in the (budget) numbers.”
2. Educating children with learning
disabilities is expensive and mandated by
the state, and the state’s aid is inadequate
so we should do our utmost to avoid the
state’s unfunded mandates.
3. You characterize the subject as “complicated” and you welcome the feedback
of someone who has good ideas.
The subject is not complicated. The
law requires a quality standard for educating all children. Local schools have
to implement and honor the law. Federal and state governments fail to deliver on the law’s funding requirements
every year.
Homeowners have to make up the difference through higher property taxes.
We are not tackling the root problem of
holding our legislators accountable for
getting the money to fund our schools that
we are due.
Let me address your other points.
Your “others” category is largely the
enrollment figures of children with learning disabilities. The various enrollment
categories are spelled out in the advertised
version of the school district’s budget.
Federal IDEA law requires our schools
to provide quality education for children
with learning disabilities. Your suggestion to “avoid the state and their unfunded
mandates” would violate federal law.
Our schools implement the standards
of the law, whose indeed substantial costs
are in the advertised and unadvertised
(more detailed) versions of the school
budgets.
However, the real point is that both the
Federal and State created aid requirements that they consistently fail to fulfill.
In Scotch Plains this year, Special Education cost $11 million. The state reimbursed $3 million while the Feds paid
$600,000. The State and Federal government picked up a third of the tab. Local
property taxpayers funded the remaining
two thirds.
Federal government — by its own
IDEA law – is required to pay 40 percent.
Scotch Plains should have received $4.4
million from the Feds, not $600,000. That

is “short pay” of $3.8 million for the
current program.
Our federal legislators are not securing
the millions of dollars we are due under the
law; and therefore, homeowners are paying higher property taxes. The next time an
incumbent legislator boasts that he or she
has brought in say, $200,000, in education
relief, your readers should ask them what
they have done to get the real money – this
$3.8 million – that we are owed.
You ask for ideas to tackle this problem. Here are some:
Start by evaluating the real costs of
educating a child with an out-of-district
placement. Ask if the folks who run these
facilities are making an unreasonable profit.
Our congressman and state senators
need to fund these programs. All were
educators – two were teachers and one a
BOE member. Your paper should routinely score them on their results.
School boards and administrations
should be more engaged in pursuing aid,
too, and should document their efforts for
the public to see. This job has been largely
outsourced to the Garden State Coalition
advocacy group.
Change the NJ Constitution and stipulate the funding formula so that the annual
“budget appropriations law” cannot supersede the programs’ funding obligations.
You note that the local PTA, school
board and school administration will
market their budget to the community “in
hopes of approval at the polls.” Congratulations to these folks for honoring the law
and delivering quality services.
You claimed that legislators seeking
re-election are vastly concerned about
this issue. I believe you are wrong. Legislators seeking re-election are guaranteed their jobs thanks to gerrymandering
and a less than critical local press. The last
one is in your power to change.
Michael Smith
Scotch Plains

From time to time, the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) is mentioned in newspaper letters to the editor.
For those people who want their views
and opinions simply published in the
newspaper without seeking answers or
a formal response, the letter to the editor is an excellent tool.

no one is unaccounted for by the start of
the school day.
Additionally, teachers and administrators are required to wear photo identification further insuring that strangers to the
building are readily spotted and questioned. If you work with children in
Cranford and are a part of the school
community, you know the rules, you follow them, and are thankful that the superintendent and school board are focused
on this issue.
Westfield is known for its top-notch
educators and schools. It is a town that
fully supports its students and the people
who nurture their growth each day. It is
time to devote funds and technological
resources to securing our schools and
making sure that the people in them are
truly protected.
In general, we do live in a very safe
place, thanks to our police department
and to each other, but why allow even the
slightest chance for things to go awry?
Westfield’s schools and its children deserve better.
Lori Kraemer, Westfield
Cranford Teacher

Westfielder Hopes Bike Race
Encourages Others to Exercise
I was extremely delighted to learn that
the Westfield Classic bicycle race will
once again (for the second year) be held in
Westfield this spring.
Some residents have written to this
paper to express their unhappiness at being inconvenienced by the race. I would

Summit Avenue
Resident Enjoys
Westfield Bike Race
I’d like the Downtown Westfield Corporation and the organizers of the
Westfield Classic Criterium bike race to
know that not everyone shares the sentiments of Ms. Karlen who wrote to The
Westfield Leader last week. I live on the
600 block of Summit Avenue. My neighbors and I are delighted that the race will
once again be held in our neighborhood.
In fact, I’m hosting a brunch on my
front lawn that morning for all my neighbors and friends who will come out to
watch the race.
Last year we thoroughly enjoyed the
race. The neighborhood kids got a charge
out of participating in the kids race. Adults
and kids alike had fun cheering aloud for
our favorite racers in each heat. We
shouted encouragement to the stragglers
and whooped it up for the leaders.
The riders could not have been more
cordial. They came by after the races to
thank us all for our encouragement and
even hung around to sign autographs for
the kids.
Contrary to Ms. Karlen’s experience,
we found that the organizers went out of
their way to ensure that the street was left
clean of all debris. In fact, prior to the
race, they meticulously swept the street
clean of the many, many itchy balls that
fall from the sweet gum tree in my front
yard, as they would obviously have been
a hazard to the riders. Anyone who does
that has my undying gratitude.
I am sympathetic to some on the race
route who object to the noise and mild
inconvenience of race day, but the 600
block of Summit Avenue enjoys the spectacle. So come on by our neighborhood
and cheer your hearts out. And please
stop by our neighborhood brunch. I’m
told my homemade lemon bars can make
a grown man cry.
Miriam Kulnis
Westfield
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Nullipara – A woman who has not
borne a child
2. Clachan – A hamlet in the Highlands
of Scotland
3. Strepitant – Noisy, loud
4. Eructation – The act of belching
CASTRAMETATION
1. Marking or laying out of a military
camp
2. In military usage, a signal for retreat
or ceasefire
3. The cessation of natural selection in
generation
4. Revenge; reprisal
CARSE
1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Agitated; excited
3. Low, fertile land, adjacent to a river
4. A soft silk cloth, used for ribbons,
linings, etc.
ACROBATES
1. In aviation, a downward spiral
2. A dancer
3. A species of South African gazelle
4. Australian flying marsupial
GRAYWACKE
1. An ornamental piece of plaster work
in the center of a ceiling or panel
2. A conglomerate rock consisting of
rounded pebbles and sand firmly united
3. A scallop or large mollusk
4. A coarse product from tin dressing

DWC Encourages People to Contact
Organization Directly With Concerns

Westfielder Thinks Schools Should Be
More Secure Like Cranford System
As the school board election approaches, and candidates make their final
attempts to gain public support, I would
like to propose that everyone involved
stop and think about an issue that has not
yet been properly addressed in the Town
of Westfield — Safety.
In a post-Columbine and 9/11 world,
why Westfield school doors remain open
to the public all day long baffles me. I can
walk into my child’s school during the
school day at any time and pass unnoticed
and unquestioned.
I could do the same at my child’s former
school in town, but I don’t own a gun and
I don’t have malicious intentions. Perhaps school officials intend to make a
statement about the perceived safety of
our town by leaving school doors unlocked, but it’s time to get real.
Our neighbor, Cranford, took a proactive step four years ago to secure the
safety of all of Cranford’s students and
staff. Security cameras were placed above
the entrance doors to each school and
doorbells were installed. Today, you cannot enter a school in Cranford after the
late bell has rung unless you are buzzed
in. In essence, no one goes unnoticed and
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encourage them to park their cars outside
the boundaries of the race and walk to
their cars to run their errands. The exercise will be good for them and the inconvenience minimal.
Though my family does not live in the
race area, I wish we did. In fact, I would
love it if the race were moved to my
neighborhood. You see, America is in the
midst of an obesity epidemic and cycling
is an excellent way to get exercise that
combines calorie burning workouts with
tremendous fun.
My feeling is that people and kids need
to see exercise as fun and exciting in order
to be enticed to begin a healthy lifestyle.
This Criterium race is just the beginning
and will provide a real life, up close and
personal window into the joys and benefits of exercise.
These races are held multiple times per
year in nearly every town in Germany,
Holland, Belgium, France, Spain, Portugal, the United Kingdom and other European countries. Is it a coincidence that
those countries do not have an obesity
epidemic? I think not.
Westfielders and all Americans should
encourage these races to be held in their
towns for this reason alone. However, as
they become more popular - which they
almost certainly will - the increased level
of business to the town’s merchants will
be significant as folks from neighboring
towns come to Westfield to enjoy the fun
and intense competition of the race.
Bravo to the Downtown Westfield Corporation, Cranford Bike Team, and
Carmichael Training Systems for choosing to hold the race in Westfield!
By the way, I have been cycling seriously now for the past 31/2 years. I have
lost some 40 pounds, feel better than I
have ever felt, have made many new
friends, can eat more than ever and still
keep the weight off, and have lowered
significantly my cholesterol and blood
pressure without taking any drugs - all
because of cycling.
I started cycling in 2001 because of my
fascination with Lance Armstrong’s tremendous performance in the Tour de
France. My vision and hope is that the
Westfield Classic bicycle race may lead
to other Westfielders adopting a healthy
lifestyle (that includes cycling) and reap
the numerous benefits of doing so.
Anthony Cook
Westfield

Regarding those who have questions,
concerns or ideas about our organization, its
policies, staff, volunteers or board members, and are seeking a response, we encourage you to contact us directly, either in
person or in writing, to address these issues.
The DWC has an open door policy, in
full compliance with the open public
records and meetings act, and our staff
and board members are very accessible to
the public and the press. The office hours
are 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Phone messages, letters and emails
are monitored and addressed timely.
Our organization has over 100 volunteers, and we are always looking for
energetic, passionate volunteers to help
further the vision of the DWC. We recognize the importance of letters to the
newspaper, but respectfully request the
people with comments about our organization contact us directly in addition to
making their viewpoints public. We operate as a formal office and respond to all
inquiries and concerns that are made
direct to us, while letters to the newspaper may offer subjectivity whether a
response is necessary or warranted.
David P. Martone
Chairman DWC

Community Thanked
For Finding Family Pet
This is a thank you letter to the great
people of the Scotch Plains and Westfield
area. Our dog, Murphy, recently turned
up missing and, through the goodness of
this community, we are happy to report
that he is home safe and sound.
We would especially like to thank the
kind people of the Gray Hill and Brookside
area of Scotch Plains. Without your help
we are not sure that we would have ever
found our beloved pet.
We were deeply touched by the outpouring of concern from people who
have never met us. During our search
we met with people who were out
searching, simply because they had
seen our fliers. We continue to receive
calls from folks who are concerned
about Murphy. A very special thanks
to Ashley, who was instrumental in
Murphy’s safe return.
We are so proud to be part of such a
caring community.
The Maines Family
Westfield

Shoobs Family Looks
Forward to Bike Race
We felt the need to state a positive
opinion on the Westfield Criterium Bike
race after the extremely negative one expressed in The Westfield Leader of 3/31.
When notice of the race was delivered
to our house last spring, our family marked
the calendar in anticipation of a fun day.
We live at the corner of Park and Summit,
and according to the map supplied by the
race organizers; our house was at the start
and the finish line.
We invited friends over and made a
party out of it! It was a beautiful, warm
sunny day, our son had a very profitable
lemonade stand with his friends, and we
got a chance to visit with friends and
neighbors after the long winter.
On the whole, we found the race organizers and competitors to be courteous
and polite. One of the racers was a former
Olympian who graciously took the time
to talk with a bunch of kids and sign
autographs for them. I had no problem
getting out of my driveway for the one
errand we had to run during the race.
The port-a-potty across the street in the
traffic triangle bothered no one. People
politely asked if they could sit on our lawn,
and isn’t that what lawns are for? There
was no detritus left behind in our yard. We
wish we could say the same for the numerous students and commuters who treat our
corner as a trashcan as they walk past.
Our only disappointment in this year’s
race, is that the finish line has been moved
out of view of our yard. Of course our
view during the race is undisturbed.
We’re looking forward to it, and hope
that it continues in our neighborhood in
the years to come. Come on over, we’ll be
on the corner drinking lemonade!
Abbie Shoobs
Westfield
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Westfield Parent and Teacher Alarmed
By NJEA Quote in School Interview
papers since there is no time to do so during
the busy work week. Most importantly, I
shape the minds and lives of 21 children
each school day. It’s an amazing process.
We cover academics and life, everything from connotation and denotation to
questions about prejudice and bullying.
Every morning we say the Pledge together
and every afternoon, each of my students
gets a smile and a pat on the back from me
as they leave my classroom. If all that
sounds like a lot, it is. But, rest assured I am
certainly not the hardest working teacher,
nor the most qualified in the field.
So, Dr. Foley, I ask you, how is the
NJEA, a highly professional organization
representing the very hardworking public
school teachers in New Jersey, part of any
problem with the Westfield budget?
Westfield just successfully and quite
amicably negotiated a three-year contract
with its NJEA local.
Yes, there are problems with the school
budget in Westfield, as in other communities around this state but, to ascribe
blame to the NJEA is disingenuous and
plain wrong.
The problems with the school budgets
are a consequence of many factors including misguided, unfair state and federal edicts, local demographic trends, rising healthcare costs and outdated physical plants. No one has an easy answer to
these problems but using the NJEA, an
advocacy group of and for committed
educational professionals, as a scapegoat
is a slap in the face to the many dedicated
teachers in Westfield.
As Superintendent, your affirmation of
the professionalism and value of teachers
to the enterprise of teaching is essential.
As a taxpayer and a parent of children
enrolled in the Westfield Public Schools,
I expect their teachers and their teachers’
professional affiliations to be treated with
far greater respect, particularly by the
Superintendent.
Moreover as a teacher and member of
the NJEA, I expect to be treated with
greater respect and professionalism by a
fellow educator.
Dr. Foley, I am very disappointed and
offended.
Michelle Ehrich
Westfield

Forum Offered on New
Jersey ‘Right to Know’ Law
NEW BRUNSWICK — The Society of Professional Journalists, New
Jersey Chapter (NJSPJ) is offering a
forum on the Open Public Meetings
Act on April 30 at 12:45 p.m. The
discussion is part of the New Jersey
Foundation for Open Government
(NJFOG) spring conference — Saturday, April 30, 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at
the Busch Campus Student Center,
Rutgers University, New Brunswick.
It is open to the public at a cost of $10,
which includes a box lunch.
NJSPJ President David Levitt said,
“The law requires public bodies to
make all their deliberations known,
including — at the appropriate time
— those that take place in closed
sessions. Yet many New Jersey government entities are either ignorant
of or refuse to comply with the law.”
He continues, “Here’s what you
need to know to understand and use
the act. The ‘Sunshine Law’ entitles
you to access to meetings, and to
access to minutes of meetings. Learn
from experts and experienced journalists how to use the act to get what
you’re entitled to from the councils,
boards, authorities, county and state

agencies and panels you cover.”
“The open meetings act has been on
the books since 1975,” said Elizabeth
Mason, president of NJFOG, “and it is
well past time to bring it into the 21st
Century. Indeed, violations of the open
meetings act are common throughout
the state at every level of government,
and people are demanding reform. It is
time to put teeth into the open meetings act, and NJFOG intends to be at
the front of that movement.”
Panelists will include: Tom
Cafferty, counsel to the New Jersey
Press Association and specialist in
the First Amendment and government law; and Paul D’ambrosio, investigations editor, Asbury Park Press
and creator of Public Access-DENIED, the Gannett New Jersey
Group’s 1999 series on the weakness
of New Jersey’s right-to-know laws.
For more information on the conference, contact Martin O’Shea, chairman of NJFOG’s Open Public Meetings Compliance Committee; e-mail
martinoshea@verizon.net or call
(973) 728-0783.
Other information is available at
www.njfog.org and www.njspj.org.
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SP-F Parent Teachers Association
Asks Residents to Support Budget

Letters to the Editor
Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Dr. Foley, Superintendent of
Westfield Public Schools and copied to
The Westfield Leader.
******
It was with alarm that I read your quote
in The Westfield Leader (March 31) stating that the NJEA is “part of the problem,
not part of the solution” pertaining to the
school budget issues in this town.
I have been a homeowner and resident
of Westfield since 1987, having moved
here before starting a family specifically
because of the schools. My children are
presently enrolled at Edison Intermediate
School and Westfield High School.
My husband and I certainly feel the
pinch of the school budget in our everrising taxes and are growing increasingly
concerned about how our town will balance educational quality and costs in the
coming years. However, your comment
shows an utter lack of respect for the fine
work that the teachers in this community
and our state do each day in bettering the
minds and characters of children. I know
very well how hard they work, as I too am
a teacher and a member of the NJEA.
For sixteen years, I was an investment
banker. If I learned anything important
about running a quality business during
those years, it is that your most valuable
asset is your employees — the people
who bring dedication, brains and heart to
your enterprise.
The same holds true for our public
schools. In 1997, I resigned from my job
running a risk management group so that
I could do something more meaningful
with my life. I chose to become a teacher
and am proud of the work I do. I am a Phi
Beta Kappa graduate of a highly competitive college, have an MBA in Finance
from NYU plus 27 post-graduate credits
in education.
I arrive at my elementary school at 7:15
a.m. and leave at 4 p.m., usually bringing
home papers to correct after I attend to my
family’s needs. I rarely get more than 20
minutes for lunch since I am helping
students, doing paperwork, or planning
school activities with teachers.
Without the expectation of pay, praise or
recognition, I work part of every weekend
and summer researching new lesson ideas
and organizing my classroom, files and

Thursday, April 7, 2005

MURPHY’S SAFE...Murphy, pet of the Maines family from Westfield, is content
and happy upon being found with help of the community. See letter on page 4.

Live Raptors to Be Featured
At Wildlife Sunday Event
MOUNTAINSIDE – The 15th annual Wildlife Sunday event at
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside will be held on Sunday, April 17 from noon to 5 p.m.,
rain or shine.
Featured this year is “Flight of the
Raptor” at 12:30 and 3:30 p.m. Falconer Jennifer Pena will share her
knowledge of the natural history of
birds of prey, their nesting habits,
hunting adaptations and flight patterns. Live raptors on display may
include saker and peregrine falcons,
a Harris’s hawk, an American kestrel,
a screech-owl and a gyrfalcon.
Music by “Herd of Turtles,” featuring Glenn “Wreckin’ Ball” Waldeck,
will be presented at 12:45, 2:30 and
3:45 p.m.
Dr. Sylvio Codella of Kean University in Union will present an illustrated talk on the ants, bees and wasps
of the Watchung Reservation at 2 and
3:45 p.m.
Live animal demonstrations will
begin at 1 p.m. with Vinnie Reo and

1 1 1

his wolf dogs from Wolf Visions. Mr.
Reo will dispel the myths of the “big,
bad wolf” and discuss the important
role that wolves play in a balanced
ecosystem.
Budding herpetologists can learn
about turtles and snakes native to New
Jersey from a Trailside Park Naturalist
each hour between 1 and 4 p.m.
John Burr, of Wild Birds Unlimited in Scotch Plains, will discuss
bird feeding basics and how to establish a successful feeding station
in your backyard at 1:30 and 3 p.m.
Attendees will learn about a variety
of feeder designs, seed types,
plantings to attract hummingbirds
and how to outwit squirrels during
this interactive demonstration.
Admission to Wildlife Sunday is
$2 per person; children ages 6 and
younger will be admitted free of
charge.
Trailside Nature and Science Center is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside. For more information, please call (908) 789-3670.

The Executive Board of the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School PTA endorsed the
2005-2006 proposed school budget of $67
million and encourages all eligible citizens
to vote in its favor on Tuesday, April 19.
The budget includes a 4.5 percent increase; lower than any increase in the last
few years but an increase nonetheless. While
no one wants to see any rise in our property
taxes, we believe that the recommended
budget is sound, necessary and should be
supported to ensure the continued success
of our schools, as well as the continued
value home buyers seek when selecting a
community in which to live.
The proposed budget accomplishes
many things: It meets state and federal
program mandates and contractual obligations; Maintains educational programs that
are currently in place; It keeps class sizes
at their current ranges; The budget supports a strong professional development
program for our teachers; It adds seven
new staff members to meet program needs
and enrollments that continue to grow.
Our district increased by nearly 1,000
students during the past six years, with
projections to add 50 more students in the
next academic calendar year.
Budgeted staff additions include one elementary and three middle school teachers;
one special education teacher and Child
Study Team member; and the reinstatement
of a K-12 social studies supervisor.
New textbooks in selected subjects,
along with new instructional materials
and computer equipment are also included.
Most importantly, the proposed budget
reinforces our district’s focus on students
learning in a safe environment while building a strong foundation for their future.
Parents have both a responsibility and
a vested interest in supporting the proposed school budget. In recent years, our
district took maximum advantage of the
dollars available to us through the statesponsored building fund. That money was
used to pay for major building improvements to schools throughout the district.
But the ongoing reality is that we — the
local taxpayers – shoulder 91 percent of
the costs in running our schools. We can’t
shirk from that commitment.

As a parent of two children who have
gone through our school system, I can testify first-hand to the value of the education
our students receive here. Our school clubs,
music programs and sports teams are a
source of pride and recognition. We consistently graduate students of exceptional promise and capability.
Members of the 2005 Scotch PlainsFanwood High School graduating class
will be attending some of the nation’s most
elite colleges and universities next fall,
including Yale, MIT, Cornell, Dartmouth,
the University of Pennsylvania and others.
Public school education has served them
and their peers well.
Taxpayers without children in our school
system also reap the benefits of a strong
school system. Home sale price increases
in Scotch Plains and Fanwood remain at
the highest levels within Union County.
For example, in the same year that home
sale price increases were up 22 percent in
Scotch Plains and 14 percent in Fanwood,
home sale prices increases were up only 9
percent and 6 percent in Clark and Berkeley Heights, respectively. Both of these
towns have defeated their local school
budgets in recent years.
It is hard to make a direct correlation
between the strength of our local housing
market and our district’s record in investing
in our schools and our children. But ensuring that our community is an attractive
place for people to raise and educate their
children is an advantage to everyone who
lives here. It has helped to keep property
values going up at a rate that’s outpaced our
corresponding increases in property taxes.
This doesn’t put cash in our pockets, but it
helps to provide an excellent return on our
property investments.
Clearly we all face hard choices about
where and how our tax dollars will be
spent. But, when you go to the polls on
April 19, please remember the “big picture” and the value we gain in supporting
our children and our public school system. Vote “yes” for the 2005-2006 proposed school budget.
Pat Elko, Corr. Secretary
SP-F High School PTA
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Town Super Checking!
You Will Notice the Difference …
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on balances of $5,000 or more.

Rate guaranteed until May 1, 2005.
Applies to new accounts only.
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• FREE unlimited checkwriting and transactions
• FREE Visa® Check Card™
• FREE Telephone Banking
• FREE first order of basic checks
• FREE of monthly service charge if daily balance of
$1,000 or higher is maintained

Hurry! Open your account today
and receive a $25 Westfield Gift Coin
redeemable at participating businesses
in downtown Westfield!**
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520 South Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
908.301.0800

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
908.518.9333

www.townbank.com
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*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Balances of less than $5,000 earn .50% APY. Rates subject to
change based on market conditions and without notice. Minimum balance to open is $5,000. If
account is closed prior to 1 year, a $25.00 service fee is assessed. If balance is below $1,000,
there is a $10 monthly service fee and no interest is earned. Offer applies only to new accounts,
new money, and funds may not be transferred from an existing Town Bank account.
**Gift coins available only while supplies last. Offer may be withdrawn without notice.
Tax liability is responsibility of the account holder.
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Quilling Program to Be Held
This Sunday at Miller-Cory

MR. AND MRS. MICHAEL J. MCCABE
(She is the former Miss Mary A. Korfmacher)

Miss Mary A. Korfmacher
Weds Michael J. McCabe
Miss Mary A. Korfmacher, the
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Walter A.
Korfmacher of Westfield, was married
on Saturday, July 3, to Michael J.
McCabe. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Gerard M. McCabe, also of Westfield.
The Reverend Gerard McCarren
officiated at the afternoon ceremony,
which took place at the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
A reception followed at The
Westwood in Garwood.
Given in marriage by her father, the
bride had her cousin, Miss Maria
Badaracco, as her Maid of Honor.
The bridal attendants included Mrs.
Maureen Wusaty, the sister of the
bridegroom; Miss Brooke Gilliford,
Miss Allison Stanko and Miss Tracy
Stine, all friends of the bride.
Timothy Ryan, a friend of the bridegroom, was the best man. Serving as
ushers were Dr. Timothy McCabe,
the brother of the bridegroom; Mark
Wusaty, the brother-in-law of the
bridegroom; Joseph Korfmacher, the
brother of the bride, and Kevin Ryan,
a friend of the bridegroom.
Miss Megan McCabe and Miss
Nicole Wusaty, the nieces of the bride-

groom, were the flower girls. Brendan
McCabe, the bridegroom’s nephew,
was the ring bearer.
A 1998 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride received a Bachelor
of Science degree in Elementary Education at St. Joseph’s University in
Philadelphia. She teaches fourth grade
at Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield and also coaches spring
track at Union Catholic High School
in Scotch Plains.
The bridegroom graduated in 1998
from St. Joseph’s High School in
Metuchen and earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in Information Systems at St. Joseph’s University in
Philadelphia. A computer applications
teacher at Immaculate Conception
High School in Montclair, he also
coaches cross country, track and basketball at Union Catholic High School
in Scotch Plains.
The rehearsal dinner, which was
hosted by the parents of the bridegroom, took place the evening before the wedding at the Spanish Tavern in Mountainside.
Following a wedding trip to Aruba,
the couple resides in Sayreville.

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will feature
a quilling demonstration this Sunday,
April 10, between 2 and 4 p.m. Evelyn
Kennelly of Westfield will be the
presenter.
An ancient craft that originated in
Europe, quilling involved rolling
strips of paper of various colors and
textures into very fine coils, which
then were applied to items to make
decorative pieces.
Costumed docents will give guided
tours of the 1740 farmhouse and answer questions about life in the West
Fields of Elizabethtown during the
18th and 19th centuries. The last tour
will begin at 3:30 p.m.
Laurie and Amy Mills of Fanwood,
members of the museum’s Cooking
Committee, will demonstrate open
hearth cooking using methods and
fireside techniques practiced in the
Colonial era. Taste treats will be available for visitors to sample.
The museum’s gift shop, managed
by Deborah Bailey of Westfield, also
will be open. Along with many Colonial gifts and educational items, the
shop features crafts, cookbooks,
candles and homemade jellies.
Admission to the museum is $2 for

adults, 50 cents for students and free
for children under age six. On Sunday, April 17, the museum’s cooks
will demonstrate the art of baking in
a beehive oven and churning cream
into butter.
For more information about the
museum, its many volunteer opportunities and spring activities, please
call the museum office at (908) 2321776. The office is open Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to noon.

College Club to Hold
Luncheon on Sunday
FANWOOD – The College Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains will hold its
Annual Spring Luncheon on Sunday,
April 10, from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
The Westwood, located at 438 North
Avenue in Garwood.
A donation of $35 will be accepted
at the door. The theme for the luncheon will be “Once Upon a Time.”
This event helps support the club’s
Scholarship Fund. The College Club
annually awards scholarships to
young women in high school and
college. For more information on this
event or the College Club, please call
Carol Rizzo at (908) 889-6626.

Westfield Library Reveals
Youth and Adult Events
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, has invited the community to attend its activities for adults
and youth during the week of Monday, April 11.
For adults, the free International
Film Festival will continue with Last
Kiss, from Italy, winner of the 2002
Sundance Film Audience Award for
World Cinema. Individuals may reserve a space by pre-registering at the
Circulation (front) Desk in person or
by calling (908) 789-4090.
“TGIF: The History of English Tea”
will be presented Friday, April 15, at
1:30 p.m. Food expert and historian
Judith Krall-Russo will share many
interesting facts about tea, and a selection of teas will be available to taste.
For children, several story time
programs will be offered. All are conducted on a drop-in basis, but attendance is limited, so participants are
urged to arrive early and sign in at the
Children’s Desk. Youngsters must
have a valid Westfield Library card to

participate.
“Mother Goose Lapsit” is held
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 9:45
to 10:05 a.m., for children age 10 to
23 months and their parents or
caregivers. Children are exposed to
language, books and playful activities. Attendance is limited to 10 children. Older siblings will not be permitted due to the size limitations of
the room.
“Little Listeners: Ages 2 to 3½
Years Old” is offered Tuesdays and
Wednesdays from 10:30 to 11 a.m.
Children must be accompanied by an
adult for this story time program.
Infants will be permitted, but older
siblings will not due to size limitations of the group. The library asks
that children attend this program only
once per week so that as many youngsters can participate as possible.
For more information, please call
(908) 789-4090, visit the library’s
website at www.wmlnj.org, or stop
by the library for a copy of its quarterly newsletter.

Where Imagination Leads to Discovery

For Kids

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC
917 Mountain Avenue • Mountainside, NJ

908-232-8977
Boyleassociates@aol.com

A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE
Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.

SPRING & SUMMER SESSIONS NOW FORMING
For Children, Teens & Adults . . . All Levels Welcome

(908) 654-5663
500 North Avenue East, Westfield

Charles W. Jackson and Miss Tara M. Lombardo

Miss Tara M. Lombardo
To Wed Charles W. Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Duffy of
Scotch Plains have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Miss
Tara M. Lombardo, to Charles W.
Jackson. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Jackson of Scotch
Plains.
The bride-to-be is a graduate of
Rider University, where she received
a bachelor’s degree in communications. She is a marketing coordinator
at Wiss & Company, LLP.
Her fiancé graduated from West

Chester University, where he was
awarded a bachelor’s degree in music education. He is an instrumental
music teacher for the Scotch PlainsFanwood school district.
Both the future bride and bridegroom graduated from Scotch PlainsFanwood High School as members
of the Class of 1995.
A wedding has been planned for
August of this year at St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
in Scotch Plains.

United Way Campaign
Focuses on Early Learning
COUNTY – Research shows that
early learning can provide adults with
greater success in life, fewer
involvements in crime, higher
income and higher education levels.
Yet almost half of America’s
kindergarteners come to school
lagging behind, according to the U.S.
Department of Education.
“The reality is that children are
learning constantly, right from birth,”
said Sandy Erwin, Interim Chief Executive Officer of the United Way of
Greater Union County. “And what
they learn during those first five years
depends on the experiences they have
each and every day.”
That is why United Way of Greater

Bonnie Bell Welcomes
Daughter, Emeline
Bonnie Bell of Philadelphia, Pa.,
formerly of Westfield, has announced
the birth of her first child, Emeline
Lubben Bell, on Friday, February 25,
at 2:39 p.m. in Philadelphia.
Emeline weighed 5 pounds and 11
ounces and measured 19½ inches in
length at birth.
The baby’s grandparents are Robert J. Bell of Primehook Beach, Del.,
former Deputy Chief of Police in
Westfield, and the late Judith A. Bell.
Emeline is their fourth grandchild.

Union County’s “Born Learning”
awareness campaign and programs are
working to ensure that local children
are well prepared to learn and succeed
by the time they enter school.
“We’d like all parents, caregivers
and child care professionals to understand the importance of providing
quality early learning opportunities
for young children,” said Ms. Erwin.
Project IMPROVE is enhancing the
quality of childcare centers throughout Union County. It provides specialized on-site training and technical assistance to local centers and includes
pre- and post-assessments to measure
improvements within classrooms.
“Thanks to our strong partnership
with Community Coordinated Child
Care, 68 local child care classrooms
have already significantly improved
in areas such as language skills, diversity awareness, and arts and music,” said Ms. Erwin.
Learning MI Way (LMiW) is also
bringing arts education to local children. Exposure to the arts has been
proven to help children build self-confidence, express their creativity and
perform better in math and reading.
Through the United Way and
Artsgenesis’ LMiW program, hundreds of children, ages three to five,
and their families are now learning
skills through a special artist-in-residence program at local preschools.

• Weight Loss • Eating Disorders • Substance Use
• Anxiety
• Panic Attacks
• Cutting

• Fears
• OCD

• Performance Enhancement - career, school, sports, arts

BACH IS BACK!
The North Jersey Bach Festival
Friday, April 15, 7:30PM
Zimmermann’s Kaffeehaus
Chamber music in a coffee house setting
Seating is limited - reservations recommended!
Chapter House, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Westfield

Saturday, April 16, 10:30AM
Symposium on various aspects of Bach’s life and works
Patton Auditorium, First Congregational Church, Westfield

2:00-4:00PM
Solo Sweets
Solo Music for various instruments
Edward Brewer, harpsichord • Ruotao Mao, violin
Eliot Bailen, cello • Barbara Thomson, organ
Sanctuary, First Congregational Church

Sunday, April 17, 7:30PM
Gala Festival Concert
Westfield Symphony Orchestra and Chorus
David Wroe, conductor
Concerto for Two Violins in d minor
Brandenburg Concerto II • Magnificat
First United Methodist Church, Westfield
4/15: $20 • 4/16: AM $15 PM $20 • 4/17: $25 & $35
Tickets available from the WSO office, Plainfield Music Store,
or Classical New Jersey Society (908) 222-1742;
Classicalnjsociety@verizon.net

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Civil & Employment Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court

Law Offices Of

Medical Hypnosis
is my
Primary Specialty

ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

Dr. Ron Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H., C.Ht.

Robert G. Stahl
Korey Kerscher Sarokin
Christopher M. Farella

220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
T: 908-301-9001
F: 908-301-9008

stahlesq@bellatlantic.net

www.stahlesq.com

Board Certified #H14674 Registered & Insured
Affiliated - Columbia University Medical School
Member - American Board of Hypnotherapy
- USA Synicated News Radio
Member - International Association of Counselors & Therapists
Member - American Board of Professional Hypnotherapists
Senior Editor - Case Studies in Medical Hypnosis
Guest Lecturer - Cornell, NYU, Mt. Sinai, St. Barnabas, Overlook

Mountainside, NJ & New York, NY
www.MedicalHypnosis.info 908-301-0039
AMA-approved. Drug-free. Risk free.
I help over 1,200 people each year, one at a time.
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Haggadah Program Begins
Tonight at Torah Center
WESTFIELD – The Union County
Torah Center in Westfield will present
a new, two-part seminar entitled “The
Haggadah Inside” tonight, April 7, and
again next Thursday, April 14, at 8 p.m.
Participants will engage in animated,
text-based study of the Passover
Haggadah, enhanced by commentaries and lively discussion. Classes will
meet at the Torah Center, located at
418 Central Avenue.
On Wednesday, April 13, Fruma
Wilschansky will lead a class for

Rummage Sale Slated
Saturday at Redeemer
WESTFIELD – The Redeemer
Lutheran Church and School, located
at 229 Cowperthwaite Place in
Westfield, will hold its Spring Rummage Sale this Saturday, April 9, from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The sale will feature a wide variety
of clean, working items. Anyone with
questions regarding the sale may call
(908) 232-1592.

women on “What is True Freedom?”
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Participants
will explore how Judaism can set
people free from their own “self-imposed slavery.”
This class will be held in a private
home. Interested persons may call
the Torah Center at (908) 789-5252
for the location.
On Tuesday, April 19, a lecture will
be offered at the Torah Center at 8
p.m. entitled “Variations on the Seder,
Around the World and Across Time.”
Attendees will learn about Passover customs and traditions as they
have been practiced in various countries, from ancient to modern times.
It will address such topics as “Why
do we use three matzos?” “Where did
the afikoman originate?” and “Why
does a child ask the four questions?”
All are invited to ask questions during the program.
The classes are offered free of
charge. For more information on any
of these programs, please call the
Union County Torah Center.

Westfield Red Cross Chapter
Offers Lifesaving Courses
WESTFIELD – The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the American Red Cross has announced its April
classes/courses in lifesaving skills.
Adult CPR (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation) classes will be offered
three times. The first two classes will
be held on Monday, April 11, and
Tuesday, April 26. Both will run from
9:15 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. A third class
will take place on Tuesday, April 19,
from 6 to 10:30 p.m.
Participants learn how to deal with
breathing and cardiac emergencies
involving adults. This class also includes training in AED (automated
external defibrillator) use.
The Infant and Child CPR (for children from birth through age eight)
class will take place on Saturday,
April 23, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. On
Wednesday, April 13, a Child CPR
class will be held from 9:15 a.m. to
1:15 p.m., while an Infant CPR class
is scheduled for Thursday, April 14,
from 9:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. All
classes address breathing and cardiac
emergencies.
The First Aid class teaches participants how to check the condition
of conscious and unconscious victims and how to recognize and care
for life-threatening bleeding, sudden illness and injuries. This class
will be offered Friday, April 15, from
6 to 10 p.m.

Lordy Lordy!
Look Who’s Forty

Community First Aid and Safety,
which features training in all three
CPR categories (infant, child and
adult), and First Aid training will be
offered twice. They are set for Saturday, April 9, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
again as a two-day class on Tuesday
and Wednesday, April 19 and 20, from
9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. both days.
CPR for the Professional Rescuer
class (infant, child, adult, two-person
CPR and AED) will be offered on
Sunday, April 10, from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. This course is for individuals
who have a duty to respond to emergencies, such as lifeguards, emergency medical technicians and
healthcare professionals.
The CPR for the Professional Rescuer Re-certification course is for those
who have current certification but need
to renew. This class will be held on
Monday, April 11, from 6 to 10:30 p.m.
For a complete listing of all health
and safety courses for April and May,
please visit the chapter’s new website
at www.westfieldmtside-redcross.org.
All classes are held at the Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter, 321 Elm Street
in Westfield. Pre-registration is required. To register for a class or for
more information, please call the
chapter at (908) 232-7090, email
johnsonl@crossnet.org or visit the
chapter’s website.

WESTFIELD – This Sunday, April
10, the Omega Band will accompany
worship at the First Baptist Church,
located at 170 Elm Street in Westfield.

First Baptist Singles
List April Meetings

IN APPRECIATION – During a recent worship service, the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church in Scotch Plains paid tribute to Boy Scout Troop No. 104, which the parish
has sponsored since it was organized some 50 years ago. Special honor was paid
to Scoutmaster John Podlas and Assistant Scoutmaster Cleveland Bowser, both
of whom have retired from their leadership posts. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Mr. Bowser, the Reverend Jane Rockman, All Saints’ Rector, and Mr. Podlas.

Professor to Discuss Restoring
Credibility to Catholic Church
WESTFIELD – Dr. Eileen Flynn
will speak at the First United Methodist Church, located at One East Broad
Street in Westfield, on Thursday, April
14, at 7:30 p.m. on “Restoring Credibility in the Catholic Church.”
A Professor of Theology at St.
Peter’s College in Jersey City with a
doctorate in moral theology, Dr. Flynn
has authored 13 books, the most recent being “Catholics at a Crossroads.”
Her publications cover topics such
as health care ethics; environmental
responsibility; withdrawing artificial

nutrition; AIDS; conscientious objection and “in vitro” fertilization.
She is an advocate for structural reform in the Catholic Church.
Participants will have the opportunity to raise questions and discuss the
morality of withholding feeding tubes
and respirators.
This presentation is sponsored by the
Union County affiliate of Voice of the
Faithful, an organization of laity that
includes among its goals change from
within the Catholic Church through a
greater voice for the laity.

Chelsea to ‘Rock’ Tomorrow
For Tsunami Relief Efforts
FANWOOD – The Chelsea at
Fanwood, located at 295 South Avenue in Fanwood, will be among six
Chelsea assisted living residences in
New Jersey taking part in “Rock for
Relief” tomorrow, Friday, April 8, to
raise money to aid victims of the
South Asia tsunami.
Participants will “rock” for 15minute intervals each for eight hours.
Money raised will be donated to the
New Jersey Mental Health Institute’s
Tsunami Relief Fund. Donation receipts will be provided.
The Chelsea at Fanwood event will
take place from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Individuals are invited to rock or sponsor
a rocker in one of The Chelsea’s rocking chairs. There is a suggested amount
of $1 per minute and donations are
welcome.
Anyone wishing to mail a donation

may make their check payable to New
Jersey Mental Health Institute and
send it to: The Chelsea at Fanwood,
295 South Avenue, Fanwood 07023,
Attentio Eileen Weller. For more information on the event, please call
(908) 654-5200.
The other participating Chelsea facilities are located in East Brunswick,
Manalapan, Tinton Falls, Montville
and Warren.

WESTFIELD – Widowed, divorced
or never-married individuals are invited to join their peers on Sundays,
April 10, 17 and 24, at 9 a.m. for
coffee, cake and lively discussions on
single living.
These gatherings, which take place
in the church’s downstairs Fellowship Hall, are described as opportunities for friendship and the sharing of
experiences. A $2 donation is requested and all are welcome.
Group members also take part in
winter movie nights, summer picnics
and holiday get-togethers, among
other activities. For more information, please call (908) 889-5265 or
(908) 889-4751.

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, April
17, the Westfield Symphony Orchestra, under the direction of Maestro
David Wroe, will present a concert of
light classical music entitled “An Invitation to the Dance.”
The concert will be held at 3 p.m. at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue. It
will benefit Youth and Family Counseling Service in Westfield.
Tickets for the concert are $25 for
general admission; $20 for senior citizens age 65 and over, and $10 for
students age 18 and under.
Youth and Family Counseling Service is an independent, non-profit
agency serving residents of Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside, Rahway, Scotch Plains
and Westfield.
It is a member agency of the United
Way of Westfield, United Way of
Greater Union County, and the United

More Community/Church on Pages 8, & 17-19
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Holy Trinity Seniors
Spotlight Activities
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will travel to the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center
in Newark today, Thursday, April 7,
to see the musical Oklahoma!
The bus will leave B.G. Fields Restaurant, located at 560 Springfield Avenue in Westfield, at 11:30 a.m. Participants will dine at the restaurant upon
their return.
The club’s next scheduled meeting
will take place on Monday, April 11, at
1:30p.m.attheHolyTrinityInterparochial
School on First Street in Westfield.
American Express Travel of Summit
will offer a slide presentation of Italy,
given by Fontaine Gatti. The regular
meeting and refreshments will follow.

The Chelsea at Fanwood is holding a Fundraiser

Rocking Chair
for Tsunami Relief

WWWREDEEMERLUTHERANWESTFIELDCOM

3MALL NURTURING CLASSES

Way of Summit, New Providence and
Berkeley Heights. For more information about the concert or to purchase
tickets, please call the agency at (908)
233-2042.

MARATHON

 #OWPERTHWAITE 0L 7ESTFIELD

!CADEMIC STANDARDS FOLLOW

Instrumentalists and singers, led by
pianist Elaine Thomas, will perform
during gathering time and accompany
hymns throughout the service.
In this special service, the band
will work with William Mathews,
First Baptist’s own organist and Minister of Music, as well as the church’s
Chancel Choir.
At a pre-worship “congregational
rehearsal” at 10:15 a.m., Ms. Thomas
will teach “Victory Chant,” a call-andresponse praise song that will be sung
later in the service. Drummer and soloist Brian Clayton will provide special music during the offering.
On April 3, the Solid Brass Quintet
accompanied worship. Carl Della
Peruti, a musician and member of
First Baptist, plays with the group.
Visitors are always welcome at the
worship service, which begins at
10:20 a.m., and earlier educational
activities, starting at 9 a.m. For more
information, please call (908) 2332278 or visit www.fbcwestfield.org.

Concert By WSO to Benefit
Youth and Family Counseling

2EDEEMER ,UTHERAN 3CHOOL
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First Baptist Church to Host
Musical Groups at Worship

Creative Custom
Framing

Happy Birthday
Carol

Thursday, April 7, 2005

Come Rock or Sponsor a “Rocker” in one of our Rocking
chairs! All proceeds will be donated to the New Jersey
Mental Health Institute, Tsunami Relief Fund. Rocking at 15
minute intervals - all for a good cause! Suggested $1.00
per minute or donations welcomed.

Design Consultation &
Creative Matting
Needlepoint
Box Framing
Shadow Boxes for
Memorabilia
Mirrors

WHEN:

Friday, April 8, 2005
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
WHERE: Chelsea at Fanwood
295 South Avenue
908-654-5200

Serving The Community For 30 Years

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY
58 Elm Street• Westfield

Open to the Public – Please join us for this fundraising event!
Everyone is welcomed!

908-232-3278
www.juxtaposegallery.com

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m
This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community
involvement and family education.

YOUTH AND FAMILY COUNSELING SERVICE

Concerned about
an aging parent?

PRESENTS THE

Find answers to your
questions in this book,
“How to Care
for Aging Parents.”

WESTFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
CONDUCTED BY

MAESTRO DAVID WROE

AARP calls it “Indispensable!”
Tour a community today
for your FREE copy.*

IN A PROGRAM OF LIGHT CLASSICAL MUSIC

INVITATION TO THE DANCE

SUNDAY, APRIL 17, 2005 • 3:00 PM
AT

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN WESTFIELD

140 MOUNTAIN AVENUE • WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ADMISSION - $25

•

SENIORS (65+) - $20

Tickets Available at these local outlets:
Country Squire Men’s Shop - Raritan Road, Clark
Martin Jewelers - North Avenue, Cranford

Redeﬁning Senior “HOME”
Whether it’s our pets in residence, our ﬂowering
plants or our staff that acts more like family
than caregivers, Sunrise Senior Living provides
everyday experiences that make our communities
simply, more livable.
At Sunrise, we understand that the transition
to a senior community isn’t always easy. So, we

focus on the details of living, from beautifully
appointed living spaces to delicious meals,
engaging social activities, transportation, and
personalized assistance and care.
Visit or call Sunrise Senior Living today to
see what we do to make our communities into
places seniors can call home.

Michelle’s Hallmark - Union Avenue North, Cranford
Irma’s Bag - Marine Avenue South, Fanwood
Lancaster Ltd. - Elm Street, Westfield
Town Bookstore - East Broad Street, Westfield
Beautiful Things - Second Avenue, Scotch Plains
Westfield Symphony Orchestra Office - E. Broad Street, Westfield

For tickets by mail, Call: (908) 233-2042

* Limited quantities available.
One book per visitor.

Mountainside
Westﬁeld

Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
Sunrise of Westﬁeld

908-654-4460
908-317-3030

AL=Assisted Living ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

1350 Route 22 West
240 Springﬁeld Avenue

AL, ALZ
AL, ALZ
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DEATH NOTICE

– Obituaries –

Emilian Koster, 82, Real Estate Broker;
Involved In Church and Community
Emilian Walter “El” Koster passed
away Sunday morning, April 3, at his
home in Fanwood. He had just celebrated his 82nd birthday on Friday.
Lillian, his wife of 57 years, was with
him when he died. They were married
October 2, 1948 and resided in Scotch
Plains before moving to Fanwood 46
years ago.
El made a life that emphasized five
values: faith, family, service to his
community, gardening and a love of
the sea. Together with his wife, he
raised four children who continue his
legacy: Mark Koster of Newark, Del.,
Christopher Koster of Scotch Plains,
Patricia Dolgin of Scotch Plains and
Victoria Lenhardt of Vienna, Austria.
He also is survived by four grandchildren, Jennifer Bagley, Adam Koster
and Rachel and Sean Dolgin; three
sisters, Marcella Smith of Florida,
Petrunella Crowley of Whiting and
Elizabeth Koster of Pennsylvania,
and numerous nieces and nephews.
El grew up and was educated in
Jersey City, graduating from Snyder
High School and St. Peter’s College.
He pursued postgraduate studies at
New York University. During high
school and college he was a champion swimmer, sharing All-American
records with his teammates in medley
relays. As a Boy Scout, he set and held
the unbroken world record for starting fire by friction in sanctioned competition.
El interrupted his career plans to
serve his country on active duty as a
Naval Officer during World War II. He
was navigation officer aboard a fleet
oilier carrying aviation fuel in the
Pacific Theater, and later participated
in the United States occupation of
Japan. He was a member of the VFW
in Scotch Plains.
A devout Catholic, he was a member of St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church and the Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman

DEATH NOTICE

Catholic Church, both in Scotch
Plains. He also was a longtime member of the Knights of Columbus, the
Holy Name Society and the Nocturnal Adoration Society.
After marrying Lillian, he began
work with Interstate Department
Stores in the Midwest, then returned
to New Jersey, where he worked with
his father, Walter, in the real estate
business. Later, he and his brotherin-law, George Magee, founded the
Scotch Plains real estate firm Koster
& Magee, which they operated for
nearly 20 years. Most recently, he
was affiliated with Weichert Realtors in Westfield. He was active in
local, residential and international
real estate business and was a member of the International Real Estate
Federation, FIABCI, for more than
20 years.
El was a charter member of the
Fanwood Junior Chamber of Commerce and served on the board of
directors of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA for more than a decade.
He also served on the boards of the
United Way and the Watchung Council of Boy Scouts of America.
In his spare time, he was a successful organic gardener, raising fruit,
vegetables and flowers in his home
garden.
The funeral will be at 10 a.m. on
Saturday, April 9, from the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass will be
offered at 11 a.m. at the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church on Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. Cremation
will be private.
Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and 7
to 9 p.m. tomorrow, Friday, April 8, at
the funeral home.
For those who wish, memorial donations may be made to the Center for
Hope Hospice, 1900 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.
April 7, 2005

Dr. Nicholas W. Solonen, Sr., 91, Work
As Research Chemist Led to Patents
Dr. Nicholas W. Solonen, Sr., Ph.D,
91, of Edon, Ohio died on Wednesday, March 16, at Park View Nursing
Center in Edgerton, Ohio, where he
was a resident.
Born on December 19, 1913 in
Coatesville, Pa., the son of William
and Aqualena Chocklin Solonen. He
had lived in Westfield for many years
before moving to Ohio several years
ago.
Dr. Solonen graduated from the
State University of Iowa with a Bachelor of Science degree in Pharmacy.
He also received his master’s and
Doctoral degrees in Organic Chemistry from the State University of Iowa
in 1941 and 1943, respectively.
He spent most of his career as an
organic research chemist in pharmaceutical research for Merck, Sharp
and Dohme Pharmaceutical Company, White Laboratories and
Schering-Plough Pharmaceuticals,
from which he retired in 1973. His

work and research resulted in several
patents.
His honors included membership
in Phi Lambda Upsilon, Rho Chi,
Sigma Xi and Phi Beta Kappa.
He taught at the University of North
Dakota School of Pharmacy and was
listed in “Who’s Who” for both high
school and college.
He was predeceased by a son,
Nicholas W. Solonen, Jr., in 2001, and
by a sister, Ann Kent.
Surviving are his wife of nearly 63
years, Frieda C. Gross Solonen; a
daughter, Paula Christine Burkhart
of Edon, Ohio; a sister, Rose Manley
of Muscatine, Iowa; two granddaughters and a great-grandson.
Private services were held under
the direction of the Krill Funeral Service in Edon, Ohio.
The online register may be signed
and
condolences
sent
to
www.krillfuneralservice.com.
April 7, 2005

Joseph A. Wiendl, 86, Was Family Man,
Former Executive at Ingersoll-Rand
Joseph A. “Joe” Wiendl, 86, a resi- friends inside and outside the comdent of Los Gatos, Calif. and previ- pany.”
He was predeceased by Elizabeth
ously of Westfield, N.J., died peacefully in his sleep on Friday, March 25, “Betty” Wiendl, his loving wife of 55
2005 in California after a brief ill- years. Joe and Betty were married in
Betty’s hometown of Butte, Mont. in
ness.
Joe was born August 25, 1918 in 1943 and moved to Scranton, Pa. for
Los Angeles, Calif. Raised in South- a short period and then to Westfield,
ern California, he graduated in 1935 N.J. in 1949, where they lived for 50
from San Fernando High School, years.
Joe was the quintessential family
where he was elected Student Body
man while concurrently
President. He went on to
building a highly sucearn a degree in mining
cessful business career.
engineering at the MonHe was active in comtana College of Mineral
munity affairs, and folScience and Technollowed the scholastic
ogy (“Montana Tech”).
and athletic careers of
While at Montana Tech,
his children assiduJoe received several
ously.
honors, including being
He is survived by a
elected Student Body
sister, Genevieve Way,
President and Varsity
and her husband,
Club President. He also
Charles, of Glendale,
earned 12 varsity letters
Calif.; three daughters
in athletics.
and sons-in-law, Mary
Upon graduation
Joseph A. Wiendl
Jane Whiteford and her
from Montana Tech, Joe
joined the Ingersoll-Rand Company husband, Stephen, of Los Gatos, Caas an Engineering Trainee. A mete- lif., Judith Hood and her husband,
oric, 42-year career followed, during Thomas, of Simsbury, Conn. and
which he served in a series of increas- Jacqueline Smith and her husband,
ingly responsible management posi- Richard, of Boise, Idaho; a son, Jotions, including corporate vice presi- seph C. Wiendl, and his wife, Anna, of
dent and chief executive officer of Stockton, Calif.; a foster son, Thoseveral of the company’s subsidiar- mas Halpin of Beaufort, S.C.; 14
grandchildren and four great-grandies.
He was, in short, a legend in his own children.
Family and friends celebrated his
time at Ingersoll-Rand. At his retirement dinner, Joe was the subject of life at a memorial service on Wedneseffusive praise by the chairman of the day, March 30, at St. Mary’s Roman
Board of Directors of the company, Catholic Church in Los Gatos.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks
who said, “…Joe’s character, his
friendliness, his capability, his loy- that contributions be made to the
alty, enthusiasm and dedication, his Joseph A. Wiendl Scholarship Fund
complete honesty and ethical ap- administered by the Montana Tech
proach to every business transaction, Foundation, 1300 West Park Street,
have earned a reputation unsurpassed Butte, Mont. 59701-8997.
April 7, 2005
among his business associates and

Charles E. Wilson, 86, Budget Analyst;
Active In Knights, Old Guard, Legion
Charles E. Wilson, 86, of Tinton
Falls died on Sunday, April 3, at
Renaissance Gardens of Seabrook
Village Assisted Living in Tinton
Falls.
Born and raised in Warwick, N.Y.,
he had lived in Westfield for 45 years
before relocating to Tinton Falls in
2002.
Mr. Wilson had been a budget analyst for the Atlantic Region for
Conrail for 40 years, retiring in 1979.
A 1954 graduate of the Academy
of Advanced Traffic in New York
City, he was admitted and licensed
to practice before the Interstate Commerce Commission in 1955.
He served as a Private in the United
States Army during World War II
with the 602nd Field Artillery, fighting in battles in the Aleutian Islands,
France, Italy and Germany, and received the Service Medal with
Bronze Arrowhead.

Mr. Wilson was a member of American Legion Argonne Post No. 6 of
Elizabeth; Knights of Columbus
Monsignor Watterson Council No.
1711 of Westfield, and the Old Guard
of Westfield.
He was Past President of the Central New Jersey Employees Association.
He was predeceased by his wife,
Margaret Raymond Wilson, in 1992.
Surviving are many nieces and
nephews.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered yesterday, Wednesday, April
6, at the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church in Westfield. Burial was
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to a favorite charity.
April 7, 2005
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Westfield, NJ
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Fairview Cemetery
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E. Norman Snyder, 87, Head Custodian;
Decorated Veteran of World War II
E. Norman Snyder, 87, of Westfield
died on Wednesday, March 30, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in Plainfield.
Born in Metuchen, he was raised in
South Plainfield and lived in
Westfield for many years.
Mr. Snyder had been a milkman for
Woodbrook Farms Dairy in Metuchen
for 35 years. He later was a Head
Custodian for the Westfield Board of
Education, retiring in 1980.
A Captain in the United States
Army during World War II, he served
with the 34 Infantry Division in North
Africa and Italy. He received two
Purple Hearts and one Bronze Star,
and then joined the OSS for the re-

mainder of the war.
Prior to World War II, Mr. Snyder
played third base for the Trenton Senators and was a member of their Taxi
Squad.
He was predeceased by a grandson,
David E. Snyder.
Surviving are his wife of 58 years,
Dorothy M. Johnson Snyder; a son,
Norman G. Snyder of Hamilton; a daughter, Cynthia A. Littlejohn of Stamford,
Conn.; a brother, Harold “Bud” Snyder
of Colonia, and four grandchildren.
Services were held on Saturday,
April 2, at the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Burial took place at Saint Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.

Frederick Yarusi, 81

Domenick DiSibio, 91

Frederick M. Yarusi, 81, of Warren
died on Thursday, March 31, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Westfield, he lived in Warren for over 53 years.
Mr.Yarusi was a self-employed drywall contractor for 60 years.
He was a United States Navy veteran of World War II and served for 28
years in the Naval Reserves.
He was predeceased by four brothers, JohnYarusi, EdwardYarusi, Albert
Yarusi and Daniel Yarusi, and by a
sister, Ellen Merlo.
Surviving are his wife, Madeline
Brusca Yarusi; two daughters, Sandra
Lawson and Carol Miller; three sisters, Rose Gulinello, Alice Caruso and
Elizabeth Alimonti; three brothers,
Ernest Yarusi, Raymond Yarusi and
Leon Yarusi, and three grandsons.
Funeral services were held on Monday, April 4, at the Higgins Home for
Funerals in Watchung. A Funeral Mass
followed at the Our Lady of the Mount
Roman Catholic Church in Warren.
Entombment took place at Cloverleaf
Memorial Park in Woodbridge.
To send condolences, please visit
www.higginsfuneralhome.com.

Domenick L. DiSibio, 91, of
Watchung died on Sunday, April 3, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Cansano, Italy, he had lived
in Brooklyn, N.Y. and then in
Westfield for nine years before moving to Watchung four months ago.
Mr. DiSibio had been the owner of
DiSibio’s Salumeria in Brooklyn prior
to retiring 23 years ago.
Surviving are his wife, Anna Rossetti
DiSibio; five daughters, Grace Villani
and Jean Rossetti of Brooklyn and
Marie DiGiacomo, Lucy DiSibio and
Anne Lamar, all of Westfield; two brothers, Alfred DiSibio and Gino DiSibio,
both of Florida; 12 grandchildren and
seven great-grandchildren.
The funeral will be held at 9 a.m.
today, Thursday, April 7, from the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. A Funeral Mass
will follow at 10 a.m. at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
Entombment will take place afterwards
at Greenwood Cemetery in Brooklyn.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the American
Cancer Society, P.O. Box 815, Elizabeth 07207.
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More Community/Church
Temple Sholom to Welcome
Author Bennett Muraskin
SCOTCH PLAINS – Temple Sholom,
a reform Jewish congregation of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains, will present
writer and scholar Bennett Muraskin
in a forum on Sunday, April 10.
The lecture will take place from
10:30 a.m. to noon at Union Catholic
High School, located at 1600 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Mr Muraskin will speak and read
from his latest book, “Let Justice Well
Up Like Water: Progressive Jews from
Hillel to Helen Suzma.”
Described as a “who’s who” of pro-

Speakers to Address
Slavery in Sudan
WESTFIELD – On Tuesday, April 19,
at 7:30 p.m., Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield will host a program focusing
on the Darfur region of Sudan, where
genocide and slavery continue to occur.
Ruth Messinger, Director of the
American Jewish World Service and
former Manhattan Borough President,
will be one of the speakers. Ms.
Messinger has traveled to Sudan to
help alleviate the suffering there and
to bear witness to the crisis.
Attendees also will hear from
Simon Deng, a former Sudanese slave
who now works to educate Americans
about slavery in his home country. He
also is a lifeguard in Coney Island.
Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street. This event is open
to the public at no cost. For more
information, please call the temple
office at (908) 232-6770.

‘Tin Whistle’ to Play
Music at Club Lunch
SCOTCH PLAINS – Senior citizens are invited to join the 12 O’Clock
Club on Tuesday, April 12, at noon for
lunch and a musical program at the
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church,
located at 1961 Raritan Road in
Scotch Plains.
Bob (Harty) Koerner, known as
“The Tin Whistle,” will play a medley of traditional Irish, Scottish, English, German and American folk
music, songs, ballads and dances.
The cost is $4. Interested persons
are asked to make their reservations
by Sunday, April 10, by calling the
church office during morning hours
at (908) 232-5678 or Sylvia Ballatt at
(908) 232-4606.
Individuals also are invited to attend the free Stretches for Health classes
held at Willow Grove every Tuesday
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., and then to
stay for the 12 O’Clock Club lunch
and program on the second Tuesday of
each month.

gressive Jewish humanists, the book
includes political and social reformers, labor leaders, anti-fascist resisters, Zionists, feminists, journalists,
artists and others.
The public is invited to attend and
there is no admission charge. For more
information on the program, please call
the temple office at (908) 889-4900.

First Baptist Continues
Alpha Course Sessions
WESTFIELD – Anyone interested
in learning more about the Christian
faith is invited to join the ongoing
Alpha course which meets every Sunday evening, through June 5, at the
First Baptist Church of Westfield.
Each meeting begins with dinner at
5 p.m. Sessions continue with a talk on
a topic such as “Does God Heal Today?” or “What About the Church?”,
and allow time for discussion in small
groups before ending at 7:45 p.m.
The First Baptist Church is located at 170 Elm Street. For more
information, please call the church
at (908) 233-2278 or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Workshop to Examine
‘Miraculous World’
COUNTY – Lisa Athan and Scott
Strickland will present a workshop
entitled “This Miraculous World” tomorrow, Friday, April 8, from 7:30 to
9 p.m. at the Springfield Emanuel
United Methodist Church, located at
40 Church Mall in Springfield.
The workshop is designed to help
people anticipate, create and experience what are regarded as miraculous
things that happen in the world. Coffee and bottled water will be provided.
The suggested donation for the
workshop is $12. No reservations are
required. For more information,
please call (908) 654-7715.

Cholesterol Screenings
Slated at Westfield ‘Y’
WESTFIELD – Overlook Hospital
will offer cholesterol screenings on
Tuesday, April 12, from 10 a.m. to
noon at the Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.
This is a non-fasting, finger stick
measurement. The cost is $12 per person and $8 for those over age 60. All
screenings will be performed in the
Overlook van parked outside the “Y.”
To schedule an appointment, please
call (800) 247-9580. More information is available by calling the
Westfield Area “Y” at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 251.
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DECA Students Succeed
At Recent State Conference

VITAL ISSUE…Allan Wright, a religion teacher at Union Catholic High School
in Scotch Plains, hosted an informative visit from the Assumption College for
Sisters. The sisters spoke to students and staff regarding the issue of human
trafficking. Three of the visiting sisters are from Africa and have lived and
witnessed trafficking. Pictured, left to right, are: Sister Mary Joseph, President
of Assumption College of Sisters; Sister Ann Marie, teacher at Assumption
College; Sister Pia, Sister Adelina, Mr. Wright, and Sister Melania.

Alex Hodara Named Finalist
In Entrepreneurial Contest
WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School student Alex Hodara joined
other local high school students in a
statewide competition, which afforded them a unique opportunity to
think creatively and to develop business ideas.
Alex Hodara conceived of and incorporated “The eBoy Charity Foundation,” a fully non-profitable foundation, which takes donated useful
items and sells them on e-bay, using
the proceeds for The Starlight
Children’s Foundation.
The New Jersey Business Idea
Competition, open to high school students in New Jersey, was sponsored
by The Rothman Institute of Entre-

preneurial Studies of Fairleigh
Dickinson University (FDU), together
with the Edison Venture Fund,
PSE&G and NJ 101.5 Radio.
The judges, Rothman Institute faculty members, evaluated the entries
using the following criteria: the overall feasibility and persuasiveness of
the idea, the potential for its growth
or overall societal benefit, the clarity
and development of the idea, and the
feasibility of building and sustaining
a competitive advantage.
Alex was honored at the awards ceremony, which was held in March in The
Mansion on FDU’s College at Florham
campus. He received a cash prize and a
certificate honoring the endeavor.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Fourteen students from the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School (SPFHS)
DECA chapter, an association of
marketing students, qualified to attend DECA’s International Career
Development Conference (ICDC) in
Anaheim, Calif. this spring, based on
their participation in DECA’s annual
State Career Development Conference held from March 16 to 18 in
Cherry Hill.
The students competed against a
large number of high school students
from three different regions of the
state, taking tests in specific marketing-related subject areas and preparing and presenting their business skills
through role-plays to judges.
The state conference included about
27 different competency-based categories, management team decisionmaking events, individual participating events and Chapter Team projects.
Taking first place in the state for
Chapter Team projects were seniors
Jay Hankin, Chris Mattern, Jeremy
Sanders, Terrance Charles, Jeannette
Franzone and Ben Vogel. Jay, Chris
and Jeremy competed in the Creative
Marketing team project, conducting
market research for Family Investors
and expanding their current market to
small businesses in Scotch Plains.
Terrance, Jeannette and Ben were
responsible for teaching drug and alcohol awareness to middle school
pupils as part of their Civic Consciousness team project.
Seniors Dori D’Aloisio, Jackie

DeJohn and Kristin Zyla took second
place in the Chapter Team project
category for their Public Relations
project, which covered DECA-sponsored community service activities.
Winning awards for individual
competitive events were seniors Elizabeth Elko and Briana Berry. Elizabeth placed second in the state for the
Food Marketing Series event, while
Briana placed third in the Quick Serve
Restaurant Management category.
Briana also captured first place for
the state conference’s student talent
show. She sang her own rendition of
Alicia Keye’s “If I Ain’t Got You.”
While her performance qualified her
to attend the ICDC in California, she
also received a $100 cash prize.
Seniors Stefano Gaetano and Dan
Birnbaum also placed among the
state’s top five DECA chapters in the
Chapter Awards Program, for which
they prepared a 60-page booklet detailing all of the 2004-2005 activities
at SPFHS.
Senior AdamYellen prepared a written report for the Statewide Civic Consciousness Project and received recognition for having the chapter raise
$400 to benefit the Children’s Oncology Ward at Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital. He will join the
SPFHS group at ICDC for his participation in the fight against cancer.
The students will be among thousands of high school DECA qualifiers traveling to California to compete
in national events from Wednesday,
April 27, to Saturday, April 30.

Jessica Lipschutz Participates
In Community Service Trip
WESTFIELD – Jessica Lipschutz were referred to on the island.
of Westfield recently returned from a
Evenings and weekends were defour-week community service trip, voted to sightseeing on the island,
sponsored by World Hoviewing waterfalls, lakes
rizons International, to
and other sites. At the end
the island of Dominica in
of the trip, Jessica joined
the Eastern Caribbean
her friends in a ferry trip to
with seven other students
the island of Martinique
and two leaders.
for relaxation.
Jessica worked with
World Horizons Interchildren in a daycare cennational, based in Conter, and painted and
necticut, is a non-despruced up a pre-school
nominational, cross-culand health clinic for chiltural travel program for
dren. She also worked
teenagers from around
with orphan children in a
the world.
Jessica Lipschutz
program called “OperaSince 1987, over 1,200
tion Youthquake.”
young adults like Jessica have particiDuring the morning hours, Jessica pated in the programs, which help chilworked with group members on spe- dren and senior citizens by doing small
cial projects and, during the after- construction and painting projects and
noon, participated in “individual participating in environmental prointernships” or “attachments” as they grams around the world.

Children’s Health Summit
Planned by Union County
COUNTY – The Family and Community Health Sciences (FCHS) Department of Rutgers Cooperative Research & Extension (RCRE) of Union
County will sponsor the Union County
Children’s Health Summit on Friday,
April 29, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at
UMDNJ-Scotch Plains Campus.

Chosen People Leader
To Speak at Church
WESTFIELD – Dr. Mitch Glaser,
President of Chosen People Ministries, will speak at the Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church of Westfield
this Sunday, April 10, during Sunday
school at 9:45 a.m. and at the 11 a.m.
worship service.
The program being presented will
be “The Gospel according to Isaiah,”
and will be open to the public. A love
offering will be received.
Chosen People Ministries is a more
than 100-year-old mission founded
by Leopold Cohn, a Hungarian rabbi
who came to believe Jesus was the
Messiah of Israel. It is now a worldwide ministry with outreach centers
in many countries.
The Grace Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, located at 1100 Boulevard,
has invited the Christian and Jewish
community to attend this program. For
more information, please call (908) 6882463 or email Joe@suburbanlights.org.

Sponsored in partnership with the
county’s Board of Chosen Freeholders and the University of Medicine
and Dentistry of New Jersey, School
of Health Related Professions – Institute of Nutrition, the event will focus
on understanding, preventing and
treating childhood obesity.
The cost of the full-day event is
$40, which includes a light breakfast,
lunch and materials. Registration
must be completed before Friday, April
15. There is no on-site registration.
The summit is targeting teachers,
school administrators, school food
service professionals and human service professionals with continuing
education units.
For more information and a registration brochure, please call FrancesYancey
at (908) 654-9854, extension no. 2242.

Seton Hall Prep Lauds
Westfield Students
WESTFIELD – Seton Hall Preparatory School in West Orange has
reported that Westfield students
were placed on the second trimester
honor roll. Scott Muldoon, Zachary
Sproull, Nicholas Colucci, Kevin
Smith and Andrew Pusar received
first honors. George Kunath, Brian
Maher, John Petruccelli, Benjamin
Walker and Patrick Muldoon earned
second honors. Michael Fitzpatrick
received a commendation.

FUNDRAISER FUN…Wilson Elementary School in Westfield recently held its
fourth annual Parent Social at Echo Lake Country Club. The Mardi Gras-themed
event included a Tricky Tray with 20 specialty baskets and a silent auction. Wilson
families and local businesses donated all basket and auction items. The proceeds,
which topped $16,000, will be used to refurbish Wilson’s gymnasium. Pictured,
left to right, are: front row; PTO Corresponding Secretary Anne-Marie Crowley
and PTO Treasurer Carolyn Capodanno; back row, Social Co-Chairwomen Mary
Ellen Busardo and Christine Johnson.

Governor Livingston Flutist
To Perform in Mountainside
MOUNTAINSIDE – Louise and performer of note.
Fristensky, a senior at Governor
During the April 8 concert, Louise
Livingston High School in Berkeley will be accompanied by Riko Higuma,
Heights, will present a
winner of the Jacob Flier
flute recital at the ComInternational Competition
munity Presbyterian
and a Young Artist at the
Church in Mountainside
Van Cliburn Institute.
on Friday, April 8, at 7:30
The program will inp.m.
clude works by Bizet, J.S.
Louise is completing
Bach, Bloch, Martinu and
four years of classical
Griffes, and will be folvoice and flute studies
lowed by a reception in
at the Manhattan School
the church’s assembly
of Music, Preparatory
room.
Division, in New York
Louise has been acLouise Fristensky
City.
cepted into the vocal perShe is coached in flute by Soo- formance programs at New York UniKyung Park, herself the youngest flut- versity, Syracuse University, Mason
ist accepted at the Julliard School, Gross School of the Arts and Goucher
Pre-College Division, and a teacher College.
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WAR AGAINST TAR…Fourth graders at Franklin Elementary School competed in a Tar Wars poster campaign to raise awareness regarding the hazards
associated with smoking. Nicole Zimmerman’s winning poster will be sent to
Trenton to compete in a statewide anti-smoking campaign. Other winners,
pictured, left to right, are: Christian Burgdorf, Alana Zepka, Claire Dorwart,
Emily Wolf and Nicole Zimmerman.

‘Tar Wars’ Poster Contest
Winners Told at Franklin
WESTFIELD — Franklin Elementary School in Westfield announced
the winners of its anti-tobacco poster
contest on March 24.
For the fourth consecutive year,
Franklin School nurse, Robin Ince,
conducted the anti-tobacco program
in the fourth grade over several weeks,
culminating in a poster contest called
“Tar Wars.”
Nicole Zimmerman won first place
for her poster entitled, “Be a Hero
and Save Yourself From … Tobacco.”
The poster pictured a girl wearing a
“Healthy Hero” costume and conveyed the message that girls and boys
have the power to make positive
choices in their lives.
Fourth-grader Emily Wolf placed
second, Claire Dorwart placed third,
and Alana Zepka and Christian
Burgdorf were runners-up.
“Tar Wars,” a national campaign
sponsored by the American Academy
of Family Physicians, taught students
the short- and long-term health and
financial effects of tobacco use.
The program also helped students
learn to resist the pressures influencing youth to smoke or use any form of
tobacco by critically evaluating various tobacco advertisements.
At the end of the campaign, fourth
graders submitted posters with a “positive message for reasons to remain
tobacco-free” which were then judged
by a panel of teachers and presented
at a school assembly.
All fourth-grade participants and

winners received prizes for their submissions.
Nicole’s award-winning poster will
be judged in the state contest in Trenton in April.
Every year that Franklin School
has participated in Tar Wars, a Franklin
student has won an award at the state
level. In 2003, Franklin School placed
first in the state. The state winner
competes in the Tar Wars National
Poster Contest, with a grand prize of
a family trip to Disney World.

‘Daffodil Day’ Scheduled
At Reeves-Reed Arboretum
SUMMIT – Reeves-Reed Arboretum, located at 165 Hobart Avenue in
Summit, will host a variety of programs
for children and adults during “Daffodil
Day” on Saturday, April 16. The arboretum boasts over 35,000 daffodils.
Classes such as “Daffodils and
Other Signs of Spring,” “Botanical
Illustrations with Mindy Lighthipe:
The Art of the Daffodil,” “Floral Design with Gloria Einhorn” and “Daffodil Dissection” will be available.
Guided tours and a reception will
offered throughout the day. A professional photographer will capture
families and children, therefore, photo
bookings should be made in advance
to guarantee a sitting.
For more information or to schedule a photo sitting, please call the
arboretum at (908) 273-8787, extension no. 16.

Dorson Baby Care, Inc.
Would you like time, rest and comfort after the birth of your
baby? Dorson Baby Care will give you the attention and care
that you and your baby deserve!
We Prov
Provide:

x

Live-in, Live-out, full and part time baby
by
ses
s & nannies
na
nurse

x

Baby and family
ily support just after
a r childb
childbirth

Accredited by the NJ
Commission on Accreditation
for Home Care, Inc.

Expectant Moms: Call now to reserve your baby nurse

(908) 273-3293 (866) 576-3460
www.dorsonbabycare.com
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Order Cell Phone and Internet Service
from our website
New phone systems with voice mail installed starting at
$99.00 per month...2 year warranty
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ROOFING

C O M P A N Y

OWEN BRAND
Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER
ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

908-322-6405

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

obrand@isbmortgageco.com
Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender
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FIETKIEWICZ HOMERS; GELMETTI FIRES 3-HITTER

Blue Devils Erupt in Opener,
Blank Viking Softballers, 5-0
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Great pitching by senior Lauren
Gelmetti, superb fielding and adequate offensive muscle earned the
Westfield High School softball team
a, 5-0, victory over Union Catholic in
the season opener on April 1 in

Westfield. Gelmetti limited the Vikings to three singles while walking
three and fanning seven.
Senior shortstop Kristina
Fietkiewicz muscled a solo home run
and added an RBI double, while
Gelmetti powered two hits.
“I could not be more pleased. They

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING AN OPENING STATEMENT…Blue Devil shortstop Kristina
Fietkiewicz scores easily after bashing a home run in the first inning. Westfield
blanked Union Catholic, 5-0, in their season opener.

did everything we asked them to do,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Tara
Pignoli. “We got timely hitting, they
were aggressive at the plate and in the
field while Gelmetti went right after
the batters. I hope we can sustain that
past game one.”
Viking pitcher Danielle Chapla
yielded seven hits while striking out
seven and walking two. Junior second baseman Michele Simpson collected two singles and junior
centerfielder Casey DePalma had the
third hit. First baseman Nicole
Palumbo made two nice back-to-back
scoops in the second.
“We need to hit the ball more. We
need to play together as a team and I
believe we need to develop a chemistry which we don’t have,” said Viking
Head Coach Jim Revel. “Once that
happens, hopefully we’ll be okay;
however, if we don’t score runs, we’re
not going to win and that’s the bottom
line.”
Blue Devil third baseman Anna
McGrath performed a major league
scoop in the fourth to prevent a possible score. Fietkiewicz pulled off
several nice catches and Katie Smith
played a solid second base.
In the bottom of the first inning,
Chapla sat down the first two Blue
Devils, then Fietkiewicz pulled up to
the plate and ripped the first pitch
deep to right and did not stop until her
mission was complete with a home
plate slide.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

‘MIDDIES’ MUST MESH WELL WITH ‘LONG STICKS’

Blue Devil Lax Boys Prepare
To ‘Take That Next Step’
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After a very strong showing in the
sectional tournament last year, the
Westfield High School boys lacrosse
team appear ready to take the next
step toward glory.
Last year, the Blue Devils, who
finished with a 9-11 record, had a
rocky midseason, losing some close
games, and entered the sectional tournament as the fifth seed. After jolting
fourth-seeded Don Bosco and shocking top-seeded previously undefeated
Shawnee, 9-8, in overtime, the Blue

Devils’ run was halted by secondseeded Ridgewood, 13-8, in the title
game at Ridge High School field.
“Hopefully, we will take that next
step, said Blue Devil Head Coach
Gerry Benaquista. “Obviously, my
goal is to be in the state final every
year and have a chance to win. If we
keep working hard and stay healthy,
we will be in the mix. I coach to get
better as the season goes on. Like last
year, we had some tough games,
maybe didn’t win in the middle of the
season, but at the end we were playing our best.”

A mass of veterans will take to the
midfield; seniors Brady Lau, Dave
Iannazzone, Matt Gallagher, Joe
Geissler and Tom Tresnan; junior
Mike Bialick and sophomores Ryan
Yarusi and Chris Mattes. Others jumping into the mid-mix will be Luke
Baran, Kevin Anderson, Mike Finne
and senior Marc Dowling. Filling the
face off position vacated by Chris
MacDonald who has graduated will
be, “a mix of guys from last year. I
had a lot of depth in the middle. Lau,
Schott, Simone, Yarusi and Mattes,”
said Benaquista.
As freshman, Mattes and Yarusi
did a fine job last year. “They all
improved in the off-season. I expect
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING TO STOP A COUGAR THEFT…Raider pitcher Marco Giasullo fires to first baseman John Maloney in
an attempt to pick off a Cougar base runner. Cranford got the jump on the Raiders early and rolled to an 11-2 victory.

MALONEY GOES 2-2, RBI; URBAN YANKS RBI SINGLE

Cougars Jump Raiders, 11-2,
In Opening Baseball Game
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opening season action started
abruptly when Cranford leadoff hitter Jamar Ingram jumped on the first
pitch of the game and drilled it over
the leftfield fence in Scotch Plains on
April Fools Day. It was no joke, however, when Ingram added three more
infield hits to finish 4-for-4 and scored
three runs to lead the Cougars to an
11-2 victory over the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School baseball team.
The Cougars’ offense seemed to
find the right spots at the right time to
collect 15 hits, including three doubles
and Ingram’s home run while senior
right-hander Steve Daubert held the
Raiders to six hits while walking three
and striking out four. Cougar cleanup
batter Greg Van Horn contributed a
two-run single and an RBI sacrifice
fly and Jack Bender, who went 2-for4, added a two-run single and John
Zambella whacked an RBI double
and an RBI single.
“Steve did a nice job. He was able
to mix it up with his pitches. He had
the out pitch we needed and he kept
us in the game,” said Cougar Head
Coach Dennis McCaffery. “We were
able to put the ball in play. We had
some good situational hitting where,
with two-strike hits, the kids were
able to put the ball in play.”
Raider cleanup batter John
Maloney went 2-for-2 with an RBI
double. Kevin Urban ripped an RBI
single, Matt Skibek and Chris

D’Annunzio each singled and scored
a run and Mike Baumwoll legged out
an infield single.
Defensively, the Raiders turned a
double play – pitcher (Marco Giasullo)
to catcher (Urban) to first (Maloney).
Urban also fired to second to catch a
Cougar in a rundown. The Cougars
turned two double plays and catcher
Chris Drechsel also gunned down a

runner heading to second.
“He kept us off-balance,” Raider
Head Coach Tom Baylock said of
Daubert. “We didn’t have really good
at bats in the beginning. We swung at
some bad pitches, put ourselves in
holes and took ourselves out of a
couple of innings. In the second inning, we had runner on first and secCONTINUED ON PAGE 14

GET FIT NOW &
PAY KIDS’ TUITION WITH . . .
. . . a women’s health and beauty business that pays
$300 commission checks. Tammy Moskowitz of New
Hampshire began 5 years ago and now earns $15$18,000 per month with a steady solid company,
excellent quality/high reorder products, and no hype
or rah-rah promises. Come hear Tammy speak on
Saturday April 16 th from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in
Parsippany. Tickets $25 but the hot lunch is on us for
those willing to look and learn. Over 50 towns in NJ
need a local person to manage just 10-15 customers
per month. No obligation to buy products or participate
in our business. Just bring your notebook and your
personal goals. Contact Karen at 908-294-7442 or
Chuck at getfitnow@comcast.net for more information.

COLDWELL BANKER

Weichert

c he r t
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING THROUGH THE DRILLS…The Blue Devil laxers go through their
tossing and snagging drills to prepare for another competitive season.

he r t

Open House: Sun. 4/10 1-5 PM

WESTFIELD . . . Beautifully renovated 3 bedroom, 2 bath Colonial Split
Level in Wychwood area. Arched bookcases, formal dining room and
updated kitchen with breakfast bar. A screened porch off the dining
room overlooks patio and private fenced yard. Master suite addition
includes full bath, abundant closets and storage and office alcove. Two
additional bedrooms, family room and new gas heat and central air.
Close to town, schools & transportation. $749,000 (052000220)

Westfield . . . Move right in! Spacious 4 bedroom Colonial
home. Step through the foyer into the living room with its
centerpiece fireplace w/built-ins, & you will be warmed by
the sunlight filled bay window. The formal dining room is
graced by the adjoining screened porch which overlooks the
fenced backyard. A generous eat-in kitchen with separate
breakfast nook, a family room addition, and finished
basement, round out this exceptional house.

Westfield . . . Mint condition 4 bedroom Arts and Crafts
period Colonial home. Featuring a living room fireplace with
chestnut bookcases & a dining room with corner china
cupboard, this home touts many fine details. The third floor
bonus room is ideal as a fourth bedroom, rec room, or office.
In addition, an updated kitchen and 2 powder rooms, a
finished basement, and front porch make everyday living
easy and carefree.

This home won’t last long, at $650,000.

Truly a “must see” home, at $600,000.

Call Faith today at 908-301-2029 for your private appointment,
Or visit my website at www.NJTopHomes.com
For a Virtual Tour and Property Brochure.

Faith A. Maricic
908-301-2029 (Direct Line)

weichert.com

Call For
More Information!

Invite Niki in,
and she’ll bring results!

Niki Fry

Visit my Website at: www.NJTopHomes.com
for Virtual Tours and Property Brochures
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

weichert.com
WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555
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Devil’s Den

Maybe You Can’t
Go Home Again
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GIVING INDEPTH TENNIS INSTRUCTIONS…Blue Devil Head Coach George Kapner, left, gathers his varsity prospects
together and explains certain strategies during a pre-season practice. The Blue Devils have a very strong group of freshmen
to mix well with their veterans.

SENIOR ALEC WASSERMAN SET FOR FIRST SINGLES

Strong Freshman Class Gives
Blue Devil Netmen Big Boost
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

High school sports always have
regular turnover due to graduation
and there are always concerns as to
who will fill the varsity vacancies. No
fear of the unknown seems to be in
the minds of the Westfield High
School (WHS) tennis boys since a
very talented group of freshmen have
taken to the court. The vacancies are
going to be filled by talented personnel. The only questions, are the vacancies going to be filled by upperclassmen or freshmen?
As of March 31, one question has
already been answered. Senior CoCaptain Alec Wasserman has earned
the spot at first singles. Last year,
Wasserman and Brian Kender, now a
senior, placed second in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) at first
doubles, losing a, 6-7 (5-7), 6-4, 6-3,
burner in the finals against Summit’s
Max Potesky and Leo Sprinzen.
Wasserman has improved greatly in
the off-season and catapulted to the
Blue Devils’ top position.
Presently, freshman Ravi Netravali
sits in the second singles perch; however, the last two singles slots are up
for grabs and will have been determined by the opening match.
“What’s interesting is that two
freshman have made the starting team,
Kevin Shallcross and Ravi Netravali,”
Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner said, “We are still in the last
throws of the challenge matches.
Right now, Shallcross is in a chal-

lenge match with junior Lee Bernstein
for third singles. Lee not only was our
third singles player last year but he’s
better. If Kevin wins, Lee will go
from third singles to one of our
doubles players, which tells you about
the increased strength of this team.”
An additional example of the Blue
Devils’ strength is that freshman Evan
Eisenberg was in a challenge match
with sophomore John Ramalho for
third singles. “If Evan manages to
win, he is still in the hunt to make it as
a singles player,” noted Kapner.
The Blue Devils’ doubles lineup
may include Eisenberg or Bernstein,
Kender and senior Co-Captain Andrew Levy, who was the Union County
champion at second doubles last year.
Sophomore Jack Trimble is also in
the hunt for a doubles position.
“We are looking for the best team.
We have players who are not going to
play who would have started for me
over the past four, five or six years,”
Kapner stated.
In addition to being talented, this
Blue Devil team could be involved in
making WHS history. Kapner as a
head coach (which includes soccer,
tennis and swimming), presently totals 727 career wins. Former WHS
Athletic Director and coach, Gary
Kehler, currently holds the highest
WHS total as a coach with 739 victories – 171 in football, 239 in wrestling and 329 in golf.
“I try not to remember because we
have been talking about it so much
and there hasn’t been much success

while we have been talking,” chuckled Kapner. “Soccer season was not
what I had hoped it would be.”
The tennis Blue Devil’s stiffest county
competition will come from Summit,
last year’s UCT winner, and an improved Scotch Plains-Fanwood squad.
“Of the teams that I know something about, Scotch Plains is going to
give us the biggest push in the
Watchung Conference and Summit
had our number for five years.
Summit’s had a wonderful run, a phenomenal coach and a great program,
said Kapner. “This team has the capability of doing everything. We certainly are the favored to win the
Watchung Conference. Without
knowing Summit’s real depth, we are
certainly capable of recapturing the
county tournament and that is definitely one of our goals. The seniors
have talked about it because we just
missed last year. It was such a close
tournament. Then it comes down to
the sections. Quoting an old friend,
‘One of the great things about high
school sports is it’s not necessarily
how good you are, but how good your
opponents are in a given year.’”
Kapner concluded, “This is the strongest freshman class I have ever had in
the 15 years I have been coached here.
There is no doubt in my mind that this
freshman class is the harbinger of great
things to come for this program. We
are, I think a better team than we have
been in a number of years, which should,
hopefully, translate into more wins and
a couple more championships.”

It was a beautiful day for a drive
down to the Jersey Shore. First there
would be a stop at Max’s hot dog
stand in Long Branch, then a visit to
my old houses. This is something I do
every spring and fall. (OK, the trips to
Max’s are a little more frequent.)
But I get to Max’s and the parking lot
is empty. A sign on the door says it is
closed for preparation for the season.
Then about two miles away is where
I grew up, 6 Clifton Ave. in North
Long Branch. It was a joyous place,
with our Little League field about 100
yards away, just across the railroad
tracks. There were woods behind the
house, where we could play Ramar of
the Jungle, or Tim Tyler’s Luck, even
Tarzan, swinging from tree to tree.
The railroad tracks were walked
every day on the way to school, with
stops at the little luncheonette where
I bought all my baseball cards and
comic books. Then it was a right at the
Methodist Church and up the stairs
into school, where I got mostly A’s but
spent an unusual amount of time with
the principal, a Miss Conroy.
Those railroad tracks had long ago
been replaced by Ocean Boulevard, a
racetrack disguised as a road. The
luncheonette is long gone. And the
school has been boarded up for decades.
But that couldn’t prepare me for
what I saw when I got to Clifton Ave.
Don’t get me wrong. The place had
looked like a drug headquarters for
decades. The nice little cottages that I
recall growing up around had become
darker, and unkempt. But as I drove
up the street it was startling to see …
nothing. The Clifton Ave. apartments
had been leveled and all that remained
was … well, nothing.
No Max’s. No 6 Clifton Ave. The
trip was turning into a melancholy
disaster. As I pulled out of the complex, or what was left of it, I passed a
grammar school. The name across the
top said “Lena B. Conroy School”
and I realized the day wasn’t a total

Raider Netmen Blank
Cranford Boys, 5-0
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys tennis team blanked
Cranford, 5-0, on April 4. Senior Jason Krueger at first singles silenced
Justin Grand, 6-1, 6-1, while his freshman brother Ryan at second singles
stopped Steve Milwicz, 6-1, 6-2. John
Altman defeated Tom Gessner, 6-2,
7-6, at third singles.
Jeremy Sanders and Billy Albizati
topped Matt Ross and Eric Murphy,
6-0, 6-4, at first doubles. Greg
Leischner and Scott Layden defeated
Jesse Hynes and Craig Palmisano, 62, 7-5, at second doubles.

waste.
It was kids like me who helped
Miss Conroy get a school named after
her.
DEN TRIVIA
What pitcher holds the WHS record
for strikeouts in a baseball game?
(Hint: extra innings count)
ALUMNI MEET
For decades, from the 1960s into the
1980s, the WHS boys’ swim team
would hold an alumni meet every December, the current year’s varsity vs. a
group of whichever alumni showed up.
It was “usually” a very fun affair.
A recent letter from 1982 WHS captain Ted Ritter mentioned the meet and
how it might be interesting to hold one.
It got me to thinking that it might be
quite fun to do. The problem is finding
pool time and tracking down alumni to
see if they’d want to take on the 2006
Blue Devils, both boys and girls.
So if any swimming alumni out
there are reading this column, let us
know if you’d be interested in this
meet. Dan Morgan, Joe Wilson and
Scott Eichhorn work out at the
Westfield Y quite a bit. Wilson, in fact,
looks like he could still compete for a
state title! And there are other recent
alums who would surely be able to
swim an event or two.
Let’s look at the Friday after Thanksgiving, 2-4 p.m., as a possible date/
time. Lots of people would be home for
the holidays, and nobody would have
school or work that day. It would be a
fun fundraiser and a good time for all.
ALL-AMERICAN BOY
Speaking of WHS swimming,
congrats go out to junior Pat Daurio,
whose 58.27 in the 100-yard breaststroke at the state Individual Championships last month earned him AllAmerican honors for 2005. Daurio’s
1:55.61 in the 200 individual medley
at the same meet earned him AllAmerican consideration, and he’ll find
out next month if he’s one of the top
100 times and gets All-American in
that event, too.
The Blue Devils’ medley relay of
Luke Baran, Daurio, Dan Chabanov
and Brandon Cuba went 1:39.31 to
also get All-American consideration.
Daurio is the first WHS swimming
All-American since Seth (Stubby)
Burstein earned the honor in the 100
butterfly in 1999.
HALL OF FAME UPDATE
Have a candidate for the WHS Athletic Hall of Fame? You should contact Ed Tranchina, athletic director at
the high school, or Roger Love at
Taylor-Love Realty for a form to fill
out to get your athlete, team or coach
on the list of potential inductees.
The Hall of Fame committee will
be meeting in the next month or so to
start going over the list of candidates

for induction in November 2006. This
will be the seventh class of inductees,
which started in 1994.
SPRING FEVER
The list of possible county champion teams this spring is pretty long.
But it would not surprise if WHS
brought back county titles in baseball,
softball, tennis, golf and possibly lacrosse and track. And many of the
spring teams have a solid shot at going
quite far in their respective state tournaments.
REMEMBER WHEN …
April 5, 1932: The WHS foursome
of Bob Young, Bob Gregory, John
Messersmith and Frank Esposito finishes second to the Hamilton Institute
of Canada in the distance medley at
the Penn Relays.
April 7, 1997: Rachel Brendler, a
transfer from Belvidere, hits a grandslam home run against Cranford (on
an 0-2 pitch) in her first at-bat for
WHS.
April 7, 2000: Jay Cook ties Ron
Nobile’s school record with eight RBI
in a WHS victory over St. Joseph
(Metuchen).
April 10, 1964: Clark’s Frank
Spaziano tosses a no-hitter against
WHS.
April 11, 1963: Tom Clemens
(Class of ’56), a former WHS football
player, is among the 129 sailors who
die aboard the atomic sub Thresher.
April 13, 1959: Gary Kehler’s debut as WHS golf coach is spoiled by
Union, which posts a 9½-8½ victory.
TRIVIA ANSWER
Ernie (Smitty) Lanning struck out
21 batters in a 10-inning win over
Rahway in the 1960 Union County
Tournament. (Losing pitcher Tom
Hoagland whiffed 17.) The seveninning record is an almost unbelievable 19 by Bob Williams in 1951
against Plainfield. Williams was a
transfer from Dunellen.
Devil’s Den appears every Thursday in the Westfield Leader. If you
have comments or story ideas, please
contact me at bj1019@aol.com.

Cougar Softballers Nip
Lady Raiders, 3-2
The Cranford High School softball
team scored three runs in the third
inning and held off Scotch PlainsFanwood, 3-2, in the season opener in
Cranford on April 1. Cougar pitcher
Elena Morge struck out 10 and walked
two while yielding three hits.
Kate Ramey had an RBI single and
Morge had a two-run triple for
Cranford. Kelli Kaskiw cracked a RBI
double for the Raiders and pitcher
Elaine Piniat recorded seven
strikeouts and no walks while allowing four hits.

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

CRANFORD

$569,900

SCOTCH PLAINS

$664,900

Cranford quality and attention to detail radiate throughout this lovely
Colonial. Offering 3 Bedrooms, 2.1 baths, open floor plan, Central
Air Conditioning, security system and many more extras. Move in
condition.

Joy of entertaining! Enjoy gatherings in the center isle Kitchen adjoining the Family Room and atrium dining area overlooking 1.5
acre professionally landscaped lot. Two fireplaces, new Master Bath
with Jacuzzi bath, guest suite with bath and solarium. Total 3 Bedrooms,
2 baths, 9 rooms.

MOUNTAINSIDE

WESTFIELD

$759,000

Location! Location! Location! mmaculate Custom Colonial on culde-sac also offers 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, Family Room, Florida Room,
CAC and lovely private yard.

$599,000

Charm filled Colonial with beautiful details and modern conveniences, hardwood floors, wainscoting and moldings, Living Room
with fireplace, handsome Formal Dining Room, newer Eat-In
Kitchen, new main bath, basement Recreation Room, yard with patio. Wonderful quiet location.

FANWOOD

$389,000

Great Home! Great Neighborhood! Living Room with fireplace,
Formal Dining Room, Kitchen opens to spacious Family Room, 3
good-sized Bedrooms, updated full bath, hardwood floors, attached
garage. Walk to town, NYC train and schools.

WESTFIELD

$729,000

1920’s Colonial. Gracious home with traditional detail. New Kitchen
with granite, hardwood floors, Living Room with fireplace, Central
Air Conditioning, 22’x12’ Master Bedroom, new furnace and 200
amp electric, private rear yard with large deck, 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths
within walking distance of all schools, town and transportation.

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, April 7, 2005

Page 13

VIKINGS RELY ON CHAPLA, SOLID ‘D’

Lady Viking Nine Sight
Very Competitive Season
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING TO MOVE THE RUNNER…Leadoff batter MaryKate Flannery
attempts to drop a roller down the third baseline Flannery walked and singled in
a run. Westfield won, 5-0.

Blue Devils Erupt in Opener,
Blank Viking Softballers, 5-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

“I think we were right on her. We
came out ready to play. We were
aggressive and we hit the ball hard,”
said Fietkiewicz. “As far as the pitch
that led to the home run, I really
wasn’t sure what it was. I just went
with it and took it.”
Westfield added two runs in the
third. MaryKate Flannery was
awarded a free pass, Fiekiewicz rifled
a two-out RBI double up the middle
and scored on Gelmetti’s single.
“Once again she threw me a pitch
that I could hit and took advantage of
it, said Fietkiewicz.”
In the fourth, the Vikings launched
a serious scoring drive when Angela
Belotta was issued a free pass, advanced to second on a two-out single
by DePalma and darted to third on a
single by Simpson. However, with
the pads full of Vikings, McGrath
closed out the inning by stabbing a
blistering shot off the bat of Polumbo.

Blue Devil Girls Trip
Softball Cougars, 2-1
The Westfield High School softball team upped its record to 2-0 by
topping Cranford, 2-1, in Cranford
on April 4. Blue Devil pitcher Lauren
Gelmetti fanned 11 Cougars while
walking none and allowing seven hits.
With the score tied, 1-1, in the
seventh inning Blue Devil Jillian
Olsen cracked a leadoff single, was
bunted to second by Anna McGrath
then scored on MaryKate Flannery’s
single. Cougar pitcher Elena Morge
recorded seven strikeouts, walked
none and gave up five hits.

SCOTCH PLAINS

In the bottom of the inning, the
Blue Devils added a run when Diana
Dunnan reached first on an infield
miscue, advanced to second on a sacrifice bunt by Jullian Olsen and scored
on a bunt single by Jen Urcicoli. The
Blue Devils fifth run crossed the plate
when Gelmetti rapped a two-out
double to center and scored on a single
by Smith in the fifth.
After the game, Gelmetti concluded, “I threw a ton of drops and
they worked very well. My spins really made the ball move well along
with the fact that the ball moved where
I wanted it to location wise. A combination of spins and putting the ball in
play on ground balls, it worked out
very well for our advantage. Our defense was really solid today.”
Union Catholic
Westfield
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Viking B’ballers Top
Crusader Boys, 3-1
The Union Catholic High School
baseball team got a superb performance from senior left-hander Andy
Koncen who fired a three-hitter
while fanning nine and walking only
two, and defeated an improved A.
L. Johnson team, 3-1, in Clark on
April 1.
The Vikings scored all three runs in
the fourth inning when Mike
Honeymar ripped an RBI single and
Chris Esperon cracked a two-run
single. Joe Rigano singled and scored
for the Crusaders.
Union Catholic
A. L. Johnson

000 300 0
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3
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Horse Property!

There is no doubt how much the
2004 Union Catholic High School
softball team graduates and their accomplishments will be missed. Noticeably lost to graduation was catcher
Ashley Whittemore, shortstop Brittany Steiner and right fielder Megan
Seamster but this year’s Vikings, with
six returning starters, look to be competitive once again and appear to be
more refined defensively along with
having strong pitching.
Viking Head Coach Jim Revel’s
squad registered quite a feat last year
finishing with an 18-3 record and
qualifying for the state tournament
where they defeated DePaul, 3-0 in
the quarterfinals before falling short
to powerful St. Dominic in the semis,
2-0, in eight innings.
“At that level you simply run against
quality pitching. St. Dominic has always been a premier program and on
that day they were just a little better
than us,” said Revel.
In the Union County Tournament,
the Vikings were ousted 3-1 in the
quarterfinals to scrappy Governor
Livingston on an infield error in the
bottom of the seventh inning.
“We won a lot of close games last
year and you need to give credit to our
very good defense play. Hopefully,
we will pick up on that this year,” said
Revel.
No. 1 pitcher Danielle Chapla, a
senior, matured very well on the
mound last year and finished with a
14-3 record. Junior Nicole Palumbo
will play first base and junior Angela
Belotta, who played second base last
year, has been shifted to shortstop.
Presently, Coach Revel considers senior Casey DePalma to be the
centerfielder. Junior Amy Dooley
most likely will play leftfield and
versatile senior Katelyn Murray will
jockey back and forth from short to
third. Junior Michele Simpson will
see time at second and in leftfield.
Newcomer, freshman Angela
Sessa, will inherit the responsibilities
as Viking catcher. Juniors Page
Rusnock and Elizabeth McGonigle
will share some time in the outfield.
Freshman Melissa McClintock to fill
in behind the plate or at first base, as
well as being a designated hitter.
Offensively, Palumbo, Chapla and
DePalma will be the big guns and
have demonstrated descent pop in
their bats, finishing with a .310 and
.315 and .323 average, respectively,
while Simpson, who was elevated
from JV to play varsity last year, hit

Price Upon Request

around the .300 mark. Since the fences
are down this season, all possible
home runs must be legged out.
“We’re depending on Chapla’s arm
and the defense to get the job done.
Success may be difficult to measure
depending on how well adjustments
and progress comes along,” said Revel,
“Obviously, our strength will come
from our pitching and defense but I’m
certainly optimistic with this year’s
team. We’re not exceptionally great
with the ‘metal stick’ but if we manufacture three to four runs every game,
I think we are going to be alright.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HANDLING PINIAT’S PITCHES…Raider sophomore catcher Lauren Mains
works with pitcher Elaine Piniat during a practice session.

CIANCIOTTA, SETTE, KASKIW TO SHORE UP MIDDLE

Lady Raider Softballers Will
Come Out Expecting to Win
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finishing with a 13-7 record and
qualifying for the NJSIAA playoffs
last year may not be enough for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
softball team this season. Although
graduating two key players in catcher
Shanayia Willis and leftfielder Lauren
Manzi, the Raiders return seven of
their regular starters, including some
superb athletes.
Defensively, the Raiders are very
solid up the middle with senior captain/second baseman Tayler
Cianciotta, junior shortstop Melissa
Sette and junior centerfielder Kelli
Kaskiw.
Also very strong with the “metal
stick,” Cianciotta accumulated a .348
batting average (BA), scored 16 runs
and rapped eight doubles and two
triples last year.
“When she’s on, she’s going to connect and it’s going to be a bullet,”
Raider Head Coach Kelly Covert expressed. “We have had four pre-season
games and she’s hitting. She’s on!”
Sette, a vacuum at shortstop, was
also very proficient with the stick and
struck out only once last year.
“She will dive anywhere. She will
get anything. If she misses a ball, she
(still) put everything into it. It has to
be a good hit if it gets by her,” said
Covert. “Offensively, she does bunt
well and she is very fast but she also
can hit. She can control the bunt, so
we will go down the first baseline,

SCOTCH PLAINS

third baseline and then straight. She’s
great with delayed steals. She’s a
very smart player.”
Kaskiw displayed her agility and
speed and made numerous circus-like
snags last year. “We all know she’s
able to get the ball and she is doing
really well,” Covert commented.
Sophomore Jillian Lusk is expected
to remain at first base and sophomore
Lauren Mains, who was extremely
effective at third last year and batted
.338 with 12 doubles, will take over
behind the plate for Willis.
“Losing Willis, that was hard, but
Mains will get the job done. She
basically is an all-around athlete and
she reacts well,” Covert said. “She
had a boot on (injury) from basketball and she just started practicing.
As a catcher, up and down and shifting, you wouldn’t know she’s hurt.”
Freshman Nicole Colineri will play
third and senior Janee Easley, who
played mostly in right field last year,
displayed tremendous speed and made
numerous amazing catches, will shift
to leftfield.
“She’s (Easley) very, very fast. She
gets the balls that you don’t think she
has a chance for. She can play anywhere in the outfield,” said Covert.
Right field will be a mix of juniors
Lauren Benovengo and Caitlin
Driscoll and sophomores Allie Brown
and Tiffany Smith.
“Lauren will probably be the one
we look to because she has a very
strong bat. She also plays first,” said

Expandable Ranch

Covert.
The Raiders have two strong pitchers. Junior Elaine Piniat, known for
her consistency was the primary
pitcher and finished with a, 7-4 record
and a 1.1 earned run average. Moore,
a senior, finished 5-2 with a 1.4 ERA.
“Elaine is a very, very good pitcher.
For a pitcher, she’s not mental, and
that’s the thing with her. She does not
lose her cool. If it’s a bad pitch, she
will fix it right away. I enjoy coaching
her. She’s fun to be with because she
knows so much about the game. She
definitely gets the job done,” said Covert who added, “Jess can get the job
done as well but they are completely
different pitchers. Jess may throw a lot
harder and Elaine may have more control, so as soon as someone picks up
the timing on Elaine, I throw Jess in
and you have a new game.”
Offensively, Colineri will lead off
followed by Sette and Kaskiw.
Cianciotta will be cleanup followed
by Mains and Benovengo. Lusk,
Piniat and “whoever is in right,” will
bat in the 7-8-9 slots.
“We are trying to take it one game
at a time, making sure we are together
as a team, that we are nine players out
there together, not individuals and we
all are going to show up expecting to
win,” said Covert.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

$519,900

Unique opportunity to own this remarkable circa 1850 Victorian Farmhouse which boasts 2.35 acres
with 2 separate barns and inground pool. Home includes 4+bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, spectacular
updated kitchen with breakfast bar, beautiful hardwood floors. Great opportunity for builder or someone
looking for a very special place to call home! (052000172)

Nine rooms - three bedrooms, one and one half baths on 1/3 corner acre with generous size rooms.
Finished basement; recreation room plus office. Walk up attic. Gleaming hardwood floors, masonry
fireplace, walk in cedar closets and built in cabinets. Huge country kitchen. Two car garage. Shackamaxon
Golf Club locale & more. (052000089)

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

$1,575,000
Gracious Victorian
Turn of the Century Victorian located on just shy of an acre. Five bedrooms, three full baths and 2 half
baths. New 2005 granite & maple kitchen. The carriage house has an ice cream parlor and office and
overlooks the tennis court and batting cage. A conservatory add. overlooks the deck, w/hot tub, and
grounds. Horse barn. (052000149)

Inviting Expanded Colonial Cape

$639,000

The charming front porch invites you into this deceptively spacious colonial/cape home set on a quiet
street close to town and schools. Both the living room, with wood burning fireplace, and dining room are
bright and airy. The renovated eat-in kitchen features custom maple cabinetry, high end appointments and
opens to a cozy family room. Three bedrooms on the second floor and a first floor bedroom or office,
two full baths and the family recreation room complete this wonderful home. (052000096)
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Cougars Jump Raiders, 11-2,
In Opening Baseball Game
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING THE PUTOUT…Raider shortstop Chris D’Annunzio, left, puts the tag
on Cougar Sam Autrie after receiving a throw from catcher Kevin Urban.

ond with no outs, it was only 1-0 at
the time, and we get picked off at
second. That hurt us.”
Ingram set the stage with his solo
blast in the top of the first and got
things rolling again in the third with a
leadoff walk, although being forced
out on a grounder to short. But
Drechsel stepped up and drilled a
double to center, Van Horn reached
on an error and Zambella and Chris
Carroll followed with RBI singles to
give the Cougars a 3-0 lead.
After, a Raider potential rally was
snuffed by Dechsel’s gun down to
second in the second, Skibeck slapped
a leadoff single in the third and
Baumwoll followed with his single.
Urban then yanked a two-out single
to left to tighten the score to 3-1.
Cranford answered with a run in the
fourth when Bender, who singled, got
a free pass home after a batter was hitby-a-pitch. Four more Cougars scored
in the fifth, which was highlighted by

Softball Raiders Stop
M. X. Shabazz, 23-0
Fanwood…Great home in a great neighborhood! Living room with

Presented at $389,000.

Cranford
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

102 140 3
001 001 0
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Tickets Are Available
For PGA at Baltusrol

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School softball team thrashed visiting Malcolm X. Shabazz, 23-0, in
five innings on April 4. Elaine Piniat
fired a no-hitter while recording
eight strikeouts and no walks.
Raider freshman Nicole Colineri
went 4-for-5, including a solo
homer, had three RBI and scored
four runs. Taylor Cianciotta drilled
three hits and had six RBI.

fireplace, formal Dining room and the Kitchen leads to a spacious
Family room. Three bedrooms, updated full bath and hardwood floors
complete this home. Walk to NYC train, town and schools.

two-run singles from Van Horn and
Bender and Ingram’s second infield
single followed by a theft of second.
The Raiders’ second run came in
the sixth when D’Annunzio singled
and scored on Maloney’s RBI double
but the Cougars twisted the cap tight
on the bottle with three runs in the
seventh. Once again, after Andy
Ciencin doubled, Ingram beat out an
infield single and later scored.
“Jamar is a talented athlete and a
very hard worker. He’s done a nice
job for us over the years,” McCaffery
said of Ingram who will attend
Lafayette University (Easton, Pa.) to
play football next fall.
“Cranford is good! We knew they
were a good team,” Baylock said. “I
don’t know if it was first game jitters.
We didn’t make the plays behind our
pitcher, a lot of rinky-dink base hits,
some bloopers. Things fell Cranford’s
way today. We are going to get better.”

Officials from the PGA of America
announced that tickets remain available to see golf’s greatest field of
International players compete for the
coveted Wanamaker Trophy as the
PGA Championship returns to
Baltusrol Golf Club in Springfield on
August 8-14. Tickets can be purchased
online at www.pga2005.com or by
calling 1-800-PGA-TCKT.

BASKING RIDGE, NEW JERSEY

Westfield…Charming colonial in a great location! Come see this
home! Living room with fireplace, formal Dining room, Kitchen with a
separate dining area and first floor Den. Add 3 bedrooms and 2 full
baths to make this a home for today’s lifestyle.

Offered at $559,000.
For additional information or a private tour, please call:

Patricia “Pat” Plante

Broker/Sales Associate – Westfield Office
Direct Dial: 908-233-2162

Circa 1917, this updated 7 bedroom colonial farmhouse in Basking Ridge features beautiful
woodwork, built-ins, and a 300+ bottle wine cellar, this property includes an inground pool and
pond set on 5+ acres. A piece of heaven! BRN 0876.
Offered at $2,495,000

Call Listing Agent, Catherine Barry at Cell # 908-432-7969

BERNARDSVILLE OFFICE
600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 233-0065
Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated

Blue Devil Lax Boys Prepare
To ‘Take That Next Step’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

more from them this year because
they have that year of experience,”
commented Benaquista.
Dowling, who had been a linebacker on the football team, will be
adding some toughness and stabilization in the midfield.
“Marc is a new guy who came out
from football. He’s going to be helping out defensively in the midfield.
He’s already had some big hits so far
this year,” chuckled Benaquista.
The defense is solid with the return
of senior goalie Chris Zaffuto and
senior long sticks Bryan Skorge and
Mike Patella. Other members of the
defensive squad are seniors Andrew
Prunesti and Jon Herttua along with
Brian Battini and Max Thomas.
“Defensively, we have our goalie
returning along with our two of our
three long sticks. We have enough
(talent). If we gel together as a team,
we have a chance like anyone else at
the end of the season,” Benaquista
said.
Senior Andrew Schott and sophomore Joe Simone will lead the attack
squad and will be supported by Ryan
Sharkey, Christian Luker and Craig
Hewit.
As to the Blue Devils’ strongest
area, Benaquista answered, “Coming
into the season, I thought, coming
back with two of the three long sticks,
it would be defensively. We have speed
throughout. We are pretty much aggressive, not overly aggressive. But
it’s a pretty good balance right now

between offense and defense. I have
high expectations with the defense
but it’s more than just the defense. It’s
the middies meshing with the long
sticks. That’s the important thing!”
The Blue Devils took their first step
by thrashing West Windsor-Plainsboro
North, 12-7, in Plainsboro on April 1.
Schott shot in four goals. Simone and
Sharkey each netted two goals.

WF’s Rolnick Becomes
National Mat Champ
Brandon Rolnick of Westfield won
the 120-lb Schoolboy/girl National
Folkstyle Championship on April 3
in Waterloo, Iowa. Rolnick defeated
the former Triple Crown winner and
Missouri State Champ, Greg Amos,
in the finals for a 5-4 victory.
Amos, defeated, former Trinity
Award winner and Kansas State
Champ, Kyle Dietmer in the semifinals and Rolnick defeated the Illinois
State Champ, Chris Alverez, 9-0, in
the semifinals. Rolnick also won the
Liberty Nationals in March, defeating the former Liberty National and
USA National Champion, Dereck St.
John, 6-3. This latest title earned
Rolnick his eighth All American Title.
Rolnick is a New Jersey State champ
and the 2004 Greco National Champ.
He is looking forward to the Freestyle/
Greco Nationals in July in Wisconsin,
hoping to be the first wrestler from
New Jersey to win all three styles of
wrestling to earn the Triple Crown.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUT TO THE TEST…Blue Devil senior goalie Chris Zaffuto snags one of many
shots on goal from Head Coach Gerry Benaquista during a practice session.

Concierge Service

Massage Service Available

State-of-the-art Fitness Centers

On-site Beauty Salon

Clubhouse with Pool

F I V E S TA R L U X U RY
IN LIVINGSTON

“FIVE STAR LUXURY” means, simply, world-class in
every way. Introducing The Enclave at Livingston Country
Club – five-star living for active adults over 55.
Set in prestigious Livingston, less than a mile from
The Mall at Short Hills, this exclusive gated
community brings you an array of resort-style services,
from concierge service to a social director, to
transportation to local shopping venues.

At the clubhouse you’ll find an opulent grand
ballroom, café and espresso bar, beauty salon and
massage and wellness room. Work out in the state-ofthe art fitness center or swim in the heated pool. Or
sharpen your game on the putting green or tennis
court. On rainy days, play a game of billiards or relax
in the library.
Your ultra luxury residence boasts nine-foot ceilings, a

gourmet chef’s kitchen with stainless steel appliances and
a distinctive marble bathroom with soaking tub and
whirlpool. French doors lead to a private balcony or patio
where you can relax or entertain.
With its pampering service, great location and
spectacular amenities, The Enclave at Livingston
Country Club is New Jersey’s premier adult
community. Come see for yourself!

973-422-9300
Rental Office Open Daily: 10:00am – 5:00pm

ULTRA LUXURY RENTALS FOR ACTIVE ADULTS*

Priced from $1,410 per month

Directions: From Route 78/24 Westbound: Take Exit 7C (JFK Parkway/Livingston/Caldwell) Proceed on JFK Parkway and follow signs for The Mall at Short Hills onto JFK Parkway/Livingston. Proceed on JFK Parkway past The Mall at Short Hills to the traffic light at
the intersection of JFK Parkway and South Orange Avenue. Turn left onto South Orange Avenue. Proceed approximately 3/4 mile and turn right into the community.

Continental Properties Communities of Distinction.
*One member of each household must be 55 or more.

❖

*All prices subject to change without notice.
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LEAGUE CHAMPS…The Westfield Huskies seventh grade girls basketball team
won the Tri-County League Championship on March 24 with a 41-35 victory over
Tewksbury. The Huskies advanced to the finals by beating undefeated Cranford,
55-40, in the semifinals and Warren, 50-36, in the quarterfinals. Pictured, left to
right, are: front row: Joel Cancelliere, Jessica Mondon, Seton Harnett, Elaina
Kujawski and Danielle Cofone; middle row, Cate Munkittrick, Diana Venezia,
Nikki Aronson, Anne Knisely, Maria Niemiera, Gab Cerami and Merry Ambinder;
back row, Coaches Mike Venezia, Tony Cofone and Bill Taylor.
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CENTRAL JERSEY MAT FINALISTS…Two Westfield boys placed in the 70lb Midget Division in the Central Jersey Wrestling Tournament held at Kenilworth
last month. Thomas Ross of Westfield took first place, Will Johnston of Westfield
placed second, Colin Rogers of Warren Hills took third and Anthony Cortez of
Rahway took fourth.

WF’s Ted Brown Captures
Gold on Pommel Horse

IHM ALL-STARS…Four Westfield players were selected to participated in this
year’s IHM (Immaculate Heart of Mary) Pee Wee All-Star basketball game held
on February 11. Pictured, left to right, are: Owen Colwell, Owen Murray, Neilan
Dolan and Parker Hess.

WBA FIFTH GRADE BOYS CHAMPIONS...The Westfield Basketball Association fifth grade boys team No. 6 basketball team capped off its winning season
winning the championship playoff game on March 29. Pictured, left to right, are:
bottom row; Jackson O’Leary, Ryan Ferraro, Brandon Eng and Max Tabak;
middle row, Peter Wanfried, Andrew Goldfarb, Zachery Bebel, Ryan Elliott and
James Kowalski; back row, Coach Rick Elliott and Assistant Coach Steve Eng.
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Ted Brown of Westfield, a junior
on the Men‘s Gymnastics Team at
University of Illinois, won the pommel horse title at the 2005 Big Ten
Gymnastics Championships on
March 26 at the Chrysler Arena at the
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.
He tied for first place with teammate
Ben Newman with a score of 9.7. The
Fighting Illini, coached by Yoshi
Hayasaki, placed second to the Ohio
State Buckeyes.
Brown competed for many years
on the Surgent’s Elite Gymnastics
club team and competed at the 1999
Junior Olympic Nationals. His pursuit of gymnastics was interrupted
his final three years of high school
due to a recurrent head tumor and
many surgeries. He fought back to
compete for Springfield College,
Mass. his freshman year and took
second place on pommel in the Eastern Collegiate Athletic Conference
Championships. He was named
ECAC Rookie of the Year 2003 and
finished second on pommelhorse at
the USAG Collegiate Nationals to
become a USAG Collegiate AllAmerican. He was awarded Springfield College‘s Most Courageous Athlete of the year in 2003.
Brown, a Sports Management Major, transferred to University of Illinois as a sophomore and placed third
on pommel horse at the 2004 Big Ten
Gymnastics Championships with a
score of 9.625. He contributed to the
Illini‘s Big Ten Championship in 2004
Ted will compete for the University of Illinois at the NCAA Men’s

Courtesy of Alex Cena for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gymnastics Championships at West
Point on April 7,8 and 9.

TWO LOCALS GOING HEAD-TO-HEAD…Seton Hall Prep’s Eric Pusar from
Westfield drives past St. Patrick’s Derek Caracter from Scotch Plains during the
Tournament of Champions basketball game at Continental Arena.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2004
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

CHARMING COLONIAL

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com
Move right into this delightful 3 Bedroom Colonial, conveniently located within
walking distance to all schools, park, town & train! A charming porch invites you
into the first level which features a lovely Living Room boasting a fireplace, a formal
Dining Room with a built-in corner cupboard & a chairrail, & an updated eat-in
Kitchen. Upstairs hosts 3 Bedrooms, a Full Bath & plenty of closet space. Highlights
include hardwood floors, a 1-car attached garage, brick paver patio, lush fenced-in
yard, full basement & much more.
Offered for $489,900
All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Prices subject to change. © 2005 Coldwell Banker Corporation. Coldwell Banker ® is a registered trademark
of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Independently owned and operated by NRT, Incorporated.

,magine owning a 4 year young resplendent home bursting with charm, handsome detail and exquisite craftsmanship. Imagine, also, that it sits upon a graceful
lawn and is located in Westfield’s desirable “Wychwood”. The promise of excellence that the “curb appearance” suggests is truly realized upon entering. This very
spacious and beautifully appointed 10-room Colonial Cottage captivates immediately. From the magnificently light-filled, high-ceilinged rooms, to a floor plan that
promotes an excellent flow throughout, this clearly is a home that embraces living.
Opportunities to own an exceptional home such as this are rare.
Offered at $1,795,000
For additional information or a private tour, please call:

&DURO7HQHU
Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence—2000-2004 Gold Award

&DOO'LUHFW  

600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 233-0065

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.
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SCOTCH PLAINS:
Ethel P. Abrams to Shygyri and
Christina Heta, 37 Maddaket Village,
$335,000.
Elshiekh Enterprises, LLC to Older
and Marie Azard, 2403 Hamlette
Place, $460,000.
Sidney and Diane L. Berkowitz to
Michael Kuchler and Lynne Marcin,
2 Clydesdale Road, $735,000.
William J. and Teresa Krasny to
Sydney Jammott, 1470 Cooper Road,
$515,000.
Elsie V. Russo to Suzanne Solski,
2001 Lake Avenue, $525,000.
AJS Developers, Inc. to Peter M.
and Redonda M. Williams, 6B
Johnson Street, $539,900.
Anthony Graves to Needle Peluso
Homes, LLC, 816 Cleveland Avenue,
$330,000.
Needlepoint Homes, LLC to Scott
and Stacey Gordon, 1241 Cooper
Road, $1,469,000.
A. & A. Decristofaro - et. als. to
Interfaith Council for the Homeless,
3 Crestwood Common, North Avenue, $285,000.
Louise A. Wojcik to Yurose
Thermitus, 177 Victor Street,
$382,000.
Michael A. and Barbara Torre to
Mark Drozic, 202 Watchung Terrace,
$275,000.
Joel I. and Lisa M. Bunis to Brandon M. and Holly C. Troup, 1189
Washington Avenue, $481,000.
K. Hovnanian at Scotch Plains,
LLC to Frank and Jill Perrone, 513
Donato Circle, $419,035.
Loreen Williamson to Peter T.
Meinke, 3 Eton Row, $750,000.
Vedanayagam, Fursh and Miriam
to Maria Rosario, 527 Hunter Avenue, $295,000.
Felix and Donald Novello to A. J.
Doyle, Inc., 311 Westfield Road,
$360,000.
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Recent Home Sales
Kevin M. and Chantel Lonergan to
Stephen Murray and Michele Abbate,
1979 Birch Street, $505,000.
Alejandro and Patricia M. Bertuol
to Kevin J. and Ashley A. Quinn,
2440 Seneca Road, $580,000.
K. Hovnanian at Scotch Plains,
LLC to Franco and Tristi Ramos, 510
Donato Circle, $433,008.
K. Hovnanian at Scotch Plains,
LLC to Robert and Charlene Reilly,
515 Donato Circle, $471,532.
K. Hovnanian at Scotch Plains,
LLC to Corea Pickering, 511 Donato
Circle, $424,411.
Richard K. and Jayne B. Tyler to
Custavo Caldera, 405 Donato Circle,
$439,900.
Violet Debbie to Richard Rocchini,
2021 Prospect Avenue, $365,000.
K. Hovnanian at Scotch Plains,
LLC to Phyllis Morrow and Lisa S.
Morrow, 516 Donato Circle,
$460,629.
Robert S. Manni to Marie McGurk,
2333 Marlboro Road, $485,000.
K. Hovnanian at Scotch Plains,
LLC to Minesh D. Sangani, 503
Donato Circle, $430,246.
Wendy J. Tillmann to Joseph
Lentini and Michelle DiBella, 1533
East 2nd Street, Unit D15, $220,000.
Romano and Juanita Dinizo to V. &
A.Vallinayagam, 2001 Prospect Avenue, $575,000.
Jeffrey S. and Kristen Balog to
Wilson and Barbara Aponte, 590 West
Court, $500,000.
John and Lisa Lestarchick to Joseph Pierson, 593 Park Avenue,
$465,500.
Steven H. Rudyk to Po Chen and
PaulYu, 111 Donato Circle, $425,000.
William and Jessica Wilkins, Jr. to

Pi Qi Chen and Xu Sheng Lin, 528
Hunter Avenue, $500,000.
K. Hovnanian at Scotch Plains,
LLC to Richard Loalbo, 514 Donato
Circle, $408,621.
Fred D. and Christine M.
Zielenbach to Krzysztof and Elzbieta
Sierant, 309 Cedar Grove Terrace,
$331,000.
K. Hovnanian at Scotch Plains,
LLC to Vicente Villaescusa, 508
Donato Circle, $435,405.
Estate of Helen R. Haberstroh to
John Moskal, 2310 Seneca Road,
$302,000.
FANWOOD:
P. Palubniak, J. Palubniak, et. als.
to Churchill Asset Management,
LLC, 106 Woodruff Place, $450,000.
Charles and Marilena Larosa to
Todd A. Bouverot and Mila Radetich,
161 Pleasant Avenue, $447,000.
Henry D. and Peggy A. Connelly
to Eileen Kiernan and Denis White,
55 Tillotson Road, $625,000.
Joseph M. and Karen Sullivan to
Joan Rommeihs, 5 Glenwood Road,
$342,000.
Roberta Jackson and William
George to Salvatore Perillo, 45
Oakwood Court, $370,000.
Terry Stone to Karen A. Stone, 119
Woodland Avenue, $130,000.
Barbara J. Horev to 224 South Avenue, LLC, 224 South Avenue,
$140,000.
Patricia R. Celardo to Marc A.
Silbergeld and Tara Pignoli, 129
Cinton Circle, $451,400.
Joel and Donna Whitaker to Evan
and Kathleen Kayne, 205 Marian
Avenue, $400,000.
Perfect Window Cleaning Co., Inc.,
to Messecola Brothers Realty Co.
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LLC, 294 South Avenue, $320,000.
Daniel G. and Rachel A. Sabanosh
to Jose and Patricia Gutierrez-Solana,
48 Laurel Place, $370,000.
Anita L. Welkner to Maria D.
Rodrigquez, 471 La Grande Avenue,
$386,000.
R. & C. Bravo and R. Appezato to
Patricia R. Celardo, 227 Coriell Avenue, $300,000.
Clemmie Soloman to Travis W.
and Allison S. Moore, 35 Trenton
Avenue, $225,000.
Solomon and Ethel Rubinstein to
C. Legros and A. Butera, 80 Shady
Lane, $385,000.
Estate of Elsbeth K. Reuter to
Salvatore Sangiorgi, Joseph Battaglia
and Anthony Carrubba, 43 Glenwood
Road, $370,000.
Robert L. Hackenberg to Matthew
J. Costello, 53 Locust Avenue,
$260,000.
Iveraldo and Anabel Gutierrez to
Ian Joel Brown and Jennifer Kaye
Brown, 7 Brohm Place, $355,377.
Carol and Gladys Gardner to James
Samuels, 17 Pandick Court,
$475,000.
Gail M. Norton to Vladinir Reiser
and Lucia Reiserova, 191 Second
Street, $425,000.
WESTFIELD:
Nerijus A. and Rasa V. Jarmas to
Ian and Jennifer Davis, 633 Coleman
Place, $735,000.
Josephine Pinto to James E. and
Lois M. Pinkin, 302A Clark Street,
$579,900.
Michael J. Patrick to John E. and
Nancy S. Yingling, Jr., 2234 Prospect
Street, $569,000.
Joan P. Festa to Ardis K. Decamp,
518 Hort Street, $389,000.
J. Holder, Inc. to Maruf A. Mirza
and Meera Mahabir, 206 Florence
Avenue, North, $543,000.
Michael J. and Diane S. Barrasso
to Philip and Megan T. Leary, 1004
Harding Street, $738,000.
Alice Bayly to Ken Metz, 938
Coolidge Street, $546,256.
Steven and Spiros Aloupis to
Michael and Alina Lisak, 1030
Coolidge Street, $812,000.
Ray Bakhtiar and Rosa I. Sanchez
to William J. Lauren Sutcliffe, 1067
Rahway Avenue, $489,900.
Katherine M. and Richard
Pettorossi to Paul Sluberski and
Carolyn Toothhaker, 620 Leigh Drive,
$579,000.

Mr. Evans to Discuss
Property Tax Discounts

Westfield

$389,900

Great opportunity to own a 3 Bedroom 2 full bath home in Westfield! Featuring an
enclosed porch; Living Room; Formal Dining Room; Eat-in Kitchen and 2 car Garage.
Updates include most windows; roof; furnace and hot water heater. Convenient to town,
park, schools and NYC transportation. WSF0219

FRANK D. ISOLDI

Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent - Westfield Office 2004
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2004
Platinum Level: 2004
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will present a
program entitled “Property Tax and
Discounts Associated With Them” at
10 a.m. on Friday, April 22, at the
library.
Ed Evans, a long-time counselor
for senior programs, will be the presenter. Mr. Evans assists with the
local Senior Health Insurance Program (SHIP) and serves as an ombudsman at the Ashbrook Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center in Scotch
Plains.
This program will be offered free
of charge and light refreshments will
be served.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For
further information and directions,
please call the library at (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or visit the
library’s website at www.scotlib.org.

See it all on the Web!
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

www.goleader.com

A HEAVENLY PRESENTATION…Gary W. Whyte of Mountainside, left, will
never forget his meeting with Pope John Paul II on March 25, 1996. Hidden
between Pope John Paul II’s hand and Whyte’s hand are rosary beads.

Twenty-Six Restaurants
To Take Part In Event
CLARK – Want to go out to eat and
never know which restaurant to
choose? Sample food from over 26
restaurants in Union County at only
one location?
Prevention Links, Union County’s
not for profit substance abuse prevention agency, will be celebrating its 5th
Annual Awards Ceremony &
Fundraiser, “Savor the Flavor: What’s
Cooking in Union County” at The
Westwood in Garwood, from 5:30 p.m.
until 9 p.m. on Monday, April 18.
“The goal of the evening is to celebrate the diversity of Union County
with an ethnic celebration of its foods
while at the same time recognizing
supporters of substance abuse prevention education and of our agency,”
Diane Litterer, Executive Director of
Prevention Links, said.
The awards ceremony will begin
promptly at 5:30 p.m. at which time
Prevention Links will be presenting
Union County Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella with The Alan M. Augustine Prevention Award. Fogel & Business Essentials will receive The Prevention Links Small Business Award,
and The Prevention Links Corporate
Award will be presented to Independence Community Bank.
Following the Awards Ceremony,
restaurants from throughout Union
County will be offering a sample of

their specialties. Some of the participating restaurants are Shop-Rite of
Clark; Bel Paese, Emma’s Brick Oven,
Garlic Rose Bistro, Gourmet Deli, Café
Paris from Cranford; Il Sogno and
Molto Mocha Café of Fanwood; Corner Deli & Café, Jersey Joe’s from
Garwood; Restaurant 89 from
Mountainside; Jamaican Cuisine and
Café Vivace from Plainfield; Pat’s Café
of Rahway; Pinho’s Bakery from
Roselle; Mona Lisa of Roselle Park;
Star of India from Kenilworth, and La
Spezia, Lime, Elm Street Café,
Starbuck’s, Tinga Tagueria, Northside
Trattoria, & Trader Joe’s of Westfield.
Clyne & Murphy, Deli King of Clark,
Kings Super Market, Panettone’s, Tom
the Green Grocer, and Rotondo’s, will
provide platters.
Specialty tables will feature
Victoria Florist from Cranford and
Ciao Bella Gelato from Irvington.
Helen Bartolick, Carolyn Baldacchini
and their students will entertain
guests. Party Design will provide
decorations.
Anyone wishing to attend the nonsmoking event to support the agency
or the honorees should contact Prevention Links at (731) 381-4100 for
ticket information. The cost of tickets
is $35 in advance and $45 at the door.
A cash bar will be available for nonalcoholic beverages.

Spring Assembly to Feature
Author and Canal Explorer
WESTFIELD – The Spring Assembly of the Westfield History Societies
will feature William J. “Captain Bill”
McKelvey, Jr., an author, publisher,
canal explorer and past Vice President
of the American Canal Society.
The assembly will be held on
Wednesday, April 20, at 8 p.m. at the
First Baptist Church of Westfield,
located at 170 Elm Street. Introductory music will begin at 7:45 p.m.
A prominent railroad safety engineer, Mr. McKelvey also became interested in other modes of transportation. In 1976, he was influential in the
return of navigation to the Delaware
& Raritan Canal, and a year earlier
authored a photographic history of
the canal. He published “Champlain

to Chesapeake: A Canal Era Pictorial
Cruise” in 1978.
The SpringAssembly annually brings
together the Genealogical Society of
the West Fields, the Miller-Cory House
Museum Volunteers, the Daughters of
the American Revolution, the Sons of
the American Revolution, and the
Westfield Historical Society.
The presentation will be free and
open to the public, and will be followed by refreshments. A musicale
of folk tunes and ballads of the Colonial period will precede the program.
Parking is prohibited at the rear of
the video store adjacent to the church,
but is available in the town lot accessible from either Elm Street or Mountain Avenue.

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555

With a dramatic union of architecture and nature, this unique Westfield residence effervesces
with an innate beauty. Embraced by 1.43 acres of magnificent grounds, the interior enchants
you with box beam ceilings, arched entries, gleaming hardwood floors & traditional moldings. The handsomely appointed living room and formal dining room wrap you in elegance.
The family room & modern kitchen complement a marvelous conservatory that offers a panoramic view of the manicured grounds. Four nice sized bedrooms & updated baths blend in
seamlessly. Superb specimen plantings, sweeping lawns, mature foliage & towering trees harmonize crafting an eloquently setting that romances your soul. Presented for $1,795,000.
For additional information or for a private tour call:

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
908-233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2004

Quality and charm radiate throughout this enchanting Westfield
“Storybook” Tudor, circa 1922. The moment you enter this lovely home
you will experience the warmth and quiet elegance that flows through all
the spacious rooms. This three bedrooms home features high ceilings,
beautiful moldings, a handsome wood burning fireplace, fine oak flooring,
wonderful windows and so much more…..this home is the perfect choice
for casual family living and gracious entertaining. Adding to the allure of
this home is its fabulous location....just a pleasant walk to beautiful downtown Westfield and NYC transportation, . Offered at $559,000.
For additional information or a private tour, please call:

&DURO7HQHU
Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence—2000-2003 Gold Award

&DOO'LUHFW  

600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 233-0065

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065
Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Westfield BOE Adopts Budget
For Voter Decision on April 19
WESTFIELD – On March 29, the
Westfield Board of Education unanimously adopted a $77.1 million budget for the school year 2005-2006 to
present to the voters for decision during the school election to be held on
Tuesday, April 19, from 2 to 9 p.m. In
the budget, $66 million is to be raised
through property taxes. At that time,
voters will also decide on five candidates seeking office for three seats on
the board to serve three-year terms.
Board Finance Chair Richard
Solomon said that the 5.12 percent
increase in the tax levy is one of the
lowest in years and one of the lowest
in Union County.
Business Administrator Robert
Berman said that the budget is within
state cap and includes several cost
containment measures totaling approximately $833,000 that includes:
“Changing health insurance carriers, resulting in $582,000 in savings;
restructuring the Technology Department, saving nearly $100,000; reducing long-term utility costs by negotiating lower fuel rates, saving $91,000;
reducing external technology repairs
and consultants, saving $60,000.
Mr. Berman provided an overview

of the budget, highlighting:
“Three new teachers, two teacher
aides, a guidance counselor, two
coaches and two advisors;”
“Computers for all second grade
classes; replacement computers for
each library; multi-media carts; new
technology and software for Fine Arts
and Physical Education; replacement
of print and e-mail servers, and new
district website;”
“New curriculum and texts for elementary Language Arts; intermediate Science; high school Biology,
Foreign Language and Physical Education;”
“Capital project to replace two 50year old boilers at Washington School;
“Continued training workshops for
teachers district-wide.”
The five candidates vying for the
three seats on the Board of Education
include incumbents Alice Hunnicutt
and William Ziff and contenders Ann
Ormsby Cary, Steven Dorry and Gary
McCready.
More information from the board
of education about the budget and
candidates is available on cable Channel 36 and at the school system
website, www.westfieldnj.com.

Health Fair to Take Place
In Westfield on April 30
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Regional Health Department, in collaboration with King’s Super Market
in Garwood, Trader Joe’s in Westfield
and ShopRite in Springfield, will host
its Spring Health Fair on Saturday,
April 30.
It will take place from 9 a.m. to noon
in the Westfield Municipal Building
Community Room, located at 425 East
Broad Street in Westfield. The Health
Fair is offered to residents of Westfield,
Fanwood, Mountainside, Garwood,
New Providence, Roselle Park and
Springfield.
Free health screenings will be available for bone density, blood pressure
and hearing, plus free chiropractic
consultations that includes balance
testing and posture analysis; free
cholorectal cancer screening kits; free
dermatology consultations with skin
screening, and free breast health
awareness information.
Individuals may also get blood work
done. Test options will be available
for minimal fees, including Complete
Chemistry, Lipid Panel and CBC for
$17. Other tests will include: TSH,
$10; T4, $5; PSA, $30; C-Reactive
Protein, $20; Hepatitis Immunity Titer and Hepatitis C Screening, $25
each, and Urinalysis, $10.
Pre-registration is required and may
be done through Thursday, April 14,
from 9 a.m. to noon or 1 to 4 p.m. at
the Health Department office in the
Westfield Municipal Building.
Additionally, free Pneumococcal
pneumonia vaccinations will be offered. Pre-registration is required and
may be done through April 14 from 9
a.m. to noon or 1 to 4 p.m. at the
Health Department office. Individuals eligible for Medicare Part B are
asked to bring their card at the time of
registration.
Pneumococcal pneumonia vaccine
will be given to all adults age 65 and
older and those with diabetes mellitus,
chronic pulmonary or cardiac disease,
sickle cell disease, asplenia, nephrotic

syndrome, immune problems, alcoholism or chronic liver disease.
Revaccination is recommended if:
the first dose was given before age 65
and five years have elapsed since the
first dose; immunization status is
uncertain, and possibly for patients
with diabetes, cardiovascular disease,
immune deficiency or other high-risk
conditions.
The Union County Police Department will hold a free child seat safety
clinic the day of the fair. Experts will
check that seats are properly installed
and positioned in their owners’vehicles.

Schmata Fundraiser
To Be Held at JCC
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Wednesday and Thursday, April 13 and 14,
the Jewish Community Center (JCC)
of Central New Jersey, located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains, will
hold its annual Schmata Fitness
Fundraiser.
Between 6:30 a.m. and 10 p.m., the
Fitness Department will collect donated
clothes and household goods. Proceeds
will benefit the Fitness Department,
and all items will be donated to American Clothing, which assists families in
Africa and Eastern Europe.
Area residents are asked to donate
wearable, gently-used clothing for
men, women and children, shoes,
accessories (handbags, belts, scarves,
ties, hats), bedding, curtains, tablecloths, towels and stuffed animals.
For more information, please call
Fitness Director Karen Rosen at (908)
889-8800, extension no. 224, or Assistant Fitness Director Debi Price,
extension no. 225, or visit
www.jccnj.org.
Additionally, the JCC will hold its
Tchochkes and Treasures Kids Flea
Market this Sunday, April 10, from 2
to 4 p.m. Participants will have an
opportunity to purchase books, videos, toys and other items to support
JCC youth programs.
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Intrusive Mother-in-Law
Is Driving Wife Crazy
By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service
A Frustrated Wife Writes: If
you thought Marie, the mother-inlaw in “Everybody Loves
Raymond” was a nightmare, let me
introduce you to “Lucy” (disguised
name), my mother-in-law. Honestly,
she is driving me crazy. She has a
key to our house, and often appears
without letting us know she is coming. She always compliments my
home, my parenting skills and my
cooking ability. And then she starts
rearranging things, tells me I’m a
great mother, but I could be an even
better mother if I did this or that.
She usually invites herself to dinner, compliments the meal, but then
adds, “try this herb” or “cook the
meat this way; it will taste better
and be more digestible.” I feel sorry
for my husband, who can never get
a word in. Please ... help.
Answer: Mother-in-law issues
have usually been the number one
theme of most letters and inquiries
sent to advice-giving columnists.
I’ve had my share. Lucy does sound
like Marie in “Everybody Loves
Raymond.” I don’t know why you
and your husband have permitted
the situation to deteriorate to this
point, but there are some steps you
can take to alleviate and resolve the
situation:
1. Sit down with your husband to
decide upon an appropriate strategy
to end this continued intrusion.
2. Tell Lucy that she is welcome
in your home, but she has to call,
and you will let her know whether it
is convenient to have her visit. She
is not to come and go whenever she
wants to.
3. Tell her she could hold on to
the house key, but must not use it
unless there is an emergency, and
she needs to go in.
4. Tell her that you notice she
rearranges items, and you would
appreciate her not doing it because
you may not know where she puts
different articles.
5. When she utters a remark about
your parenting skills, tell her you
feel quite comfortable in your
parenting role and decision-making.
6. Encourage her not to invite
herself to meals; tell her you will let
her know when it is convenient to
have her as a dinner guest. Look her
in the eye when she criticizes the
food and tell her you and the family
enjoy the flavoring. Invite her to

Newcomers to Hold
Brunch This Sunday
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Newcomers Club has announced that
the “Ladies Dinner Out” will be a
brunch this month, to be held this
Sunday, April 10, at 11 a.m. at Brick
Oven Pizza, located at 117 Quimby
Street in Westfield.
Additionally, the Community Service Committee has organized a
Spring Clean-up event for a local,
handicapped senior citizen. Participants will help spruce up her yard on
Saturday, April 16, at 10 a.m.
For more information about the
Westfield Newcomers Club or either of
these upcoming events, please email
newcomers@westfieldnj.com or call
Michelle Habayeb at (908) 233-7228.

Kimberley A. Haley
Expect More

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002 & 2004

bring a pot-luck meal if she wants
you to taste her food.
This all may sound drastic, but it
is advisable to make changes now;
you will feel much more comfortable once you gain control over
your relationship with Lucy. Good
luck! (You will need it.)
An Exhausted Mother Writes: I
never should have had children. They
control every moment of my life.
They will not eat vegetables or fruit,
and always want their dessert first.
Bedtime and bathing become power
struggles. My little one, age 3½, even
slaps me (or attempts to). My husband, who works at two jobs, is too
tired to discipline the children when
he comes home from work. It is easier
for him to give in and say, “We’ll
handle it differently the next time.”
My other children’s ages are 5, 7 and
9. My family doctor has tried to help
me, but feels I am too wishy-washy
and is frustrated with me. Of all things,
he recommends a TV show called
“Super Nanny.” Your reactions,
please.
Answer: I finally saw “Super
Nanny” on 2/07/05, and I also recommend you watch it. It does not provide magical answers, but it does
provide a solid outline on how to
create a healthier, less stressful environment between parent and child.
On the 2/07 program, the nanny did a
good job in helping the parents prioritize their roles and the needs of a
child:
(1) The parents are in charge;
(2) The parents should not give up
control of their positions as parental
authority figures;
(3) Children need consistency, firmness, clarity in their expectations;
(4) Children need to know that parents are to be respected: no hitting,
screaming, threatening;
(5) Parents need to react to a given
power-struggle situation at the time
of the crisis, and not let angry feelings build up;
(6) Parents need to reiterate their
feelings of love as they perform appropriate parental behavior. This is
not an easy process, but as the nanny
points out, with constant repetitions
and consistency, it (ultimately) does
pay off! (I wonder if I should change
my name to Super Clinician?)
An Interested Parent Writes:
With all of the arguments and tensions which exist in homes of so
many families today, what is most
destructive to a child?
Answer: All aspects of hostilities
and tensions are destructive to any
and all members of a given family.
The two that concern me the most: 1)
Parents who argue and rage at each
other, exposing the child to fears,
insecurities and doubts about his home
and future security; 2) Parents who
act out their angers by focusing on the
child, blaming and finding fault with
him/her, creating feelings of selfdoubt, guilt, inadequacy, depression
and anxiety.
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Jail Guard Faces 20 Years
For Assaulting Inmates
COUNTY — A suspended Union
County jail guard is facing up to 20
years in state prison after being indicted this week on charges of official
misconduct in connection with alleged
sexual assaults upon five different female inmates and sexual incidents involving 11 others during 2004.
Union County Prosecutor Theodore
J. Romankow said last Wednesday
that Sean Higgins, 30, of Elizabeth, a
corrections officer since 2000, is
charged with 19 counts of second
degree official misconduct, five
counts of second degree sexual assault for allegedly having sex with
the inmates while on duty, and 15
counts of fourth degree sexual contact for reportedly groping himself or
thewomen in exchange for cigarettes,
candy or other items from the commissary inside the Union County Jail
in Elizabeth.
“Our investigation with Union
County Police detectives uncovered
evidence supporting charges that this
correction officer betrayed his badge
and uniform and took advantage of
females entrusted to his care for his
own selfish sexual gratification,” said
Mr. Romankow, who said Higgins was
arrested last year and is currently free
on $75,000 bail set by Superior Court
Judge Joseph Donahue in October.

According to Union County Police
Chief Daniel Vaniska, the investigation began early last year when a 24year-old Garfield resident complained
to officials at the Clinton Reformatory that she was accosted and forced
to perform a sexual act upon Higgins
in May of 2004 when she was awaiting sentencing.
An investigation, conducted by
Union County Police Sergeants James
Debbie and Kevin Keating with assistance from Prosecutor’s Detective
Patricia Gusmano, reportedly turned
up 16 different female inmates allegedly victimized by the defendant during the time he was assigned to the
housing area of the 14-story jail known
as the “female pod.”
Mr. Romankow said the charges
carry a potential penalty of 10 years
for each conviction on any seconddegree count, automatic loss of his
job and permanent ban from any public position.
The charges against Higgins, who
is represented by Westfield attorney
Robert Norton, could lead to consecutive sentences for each separate
act and victim, according to the
prosecutor’s office.
The trial has been assigned to Superior Court Judge William Wertheimer.
No trial date has been set.

Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
To Hold ‘Taste of Towns’ Event
WESTFIELD – The Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society’s Sixth Annual
“Taste of the Towns” event will be
held on Thursday, June 16, at 7 p.m.
at The Westwood in Garwood.
Tickets are $50 in advance and $60
at the door. Taste of the Towns is a
unique dining experience that features an ethnically diverse display of
cuisines from the area’s finest chefs
and restaurants.
In 2004, this event raised nearly
$13,000. A majority of the funds will
be raised through the ticket sales,
Chinese and silent auctions.
Volunteers will encourage their
families, friends and co-workers to
come out and join The Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society, located in
Westfield, to help raise funds.
All proceeds from this annual
fundraiser will be allocated to programs of research and patient aid
for
leukemia, lymphoma,
Hodgkin’s disease and myeloma
patients in New Jersey.

Anyone interested in participating
in The Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society’s Taste of the Towns, should
call (908) 654-9445 or e-mail
achoek@nj-no.leukemialymphoma.org.

Hypertension Clinic
Scheduled at Library
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Tuesday,
April 12, the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold its monthly Hypertension (high blood pressure) Screening Clinic from 10 a.m. to noon in the
Community Room of the Scotch
Plains Public Library.
The purpose of this free clinic is to
identify new cases of high blood pressure. Individuals who are over age 30
and smoke or are overweight, or have
a family history of heart disease or
diabetes, and have not had their blood
pressure checked recently are urged
to attend. The library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office 1994-2003
10 Consecutive Years
email: hye-young@att.net
Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 10th • 1-4 PM
104 Nelson Place, Westfield

PRISTINE COLONIAL HOME ON A QUIET CUL- DE-SAC
Pristine and spacious Colonial home on a quiet cul-de-sac on the South
side of Scotch Plains. Updates include a gourmet eat- in Kitchen with
top of the line appliances, first floor Laundry Room, Family Room with
fireplace, finished basement & large formal rooms underlain by newly
finished hardwood floors. This four bedroom home with in-ground pool
and beautifully landscaped grounds offers all of the amenities for
today’s family.
Offered for $899,900.

Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage

908.301.2004 - Direct Line
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

Charming, sunny Col home in pristine condition. 4 BRS, HWDFLRS, moldings, LR w/
FPL. Den has BI’s, FDR, Kitchen with BI Breakfast Nook. Exceptional garden with Wisteria
covered brick patio and Gazebo. Close to town, trans, schools. WSF0234 $599,000

WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.
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Recreation Department Events
by: Traci Kastner
tkastner@westfieldnj.net
(908) 789-4080

Two-Day Sport Program, ages 5
to 11. Qualified sports instructors
will teach many different sports in
this program, which includes hockey,
net ball, bocce, lacrosse, and cricket.
The program will be held at Kramer
Manor Park from 9 to 1 p.m. on
Wednesday and on Thursday, April
27 and 28. The cost is $60 for residents and $65 for non-residents. In
case of rain, the program will be
moved indoors to a school facility.
Scrapbook Studio, ages 7 to 14,
This program includes title work,
cropping and creative lettering. Each
student enrolled will receive a professional quality scrapbook album,
page protectors and all the materials
needed. Students should bring 10 to
12 photos to the first class. Classes
will be held on Mondays, April 4
through May 9, from 4 to 5 p.m. at
the Scotch Hills Country Club. Registration prior to March 29 costs
$70, and $75 after this date.
Fun-tastic Foam, ages 7 to 14.
Children will learn to create
keychains, journals and flower pots,
using foam board. The program will
be offered on Mondays from April 4
to May 9, from 5 to 6 p.m. at the
Scotch Hills Country Club. There
will be no class on April 25. Registration is $70 prior to March 29 and
$75 after this date.
Science Fun, ages 5 to 12. In this
hands-on six-week program, children will create take-home projects.
Topics will include: Watts-Up, Mag-

Library Invites Public
To Diabetes Program
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Wednesday, April 13, at 7 p.m., the Scotch
Plains Public Library will continue
its monthly medical programs with
“Living with Diabetes,” presented in
cooperation with Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in Plainfield.
Speaker Anne Newswanger, a Registered Dietician and Certified Diabetes Educator, will discuss the latest
medical news concerning treatment
of this disease. This event is free and
open to all, and light refreshments
will be available.
Ms. Newswanger is attached to the
Diabetes Center of New Jersey, the
only comprehensive center in the state
that offers education, nutrition, exercise and treatment programs for diabetes patients of all ages, including
pregnant women with gestational diabetes.
The Scotch Plains Library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For more
information and directions, please call
the library at (908) 322-5007, extension no. 204, or visit www.scotlib.org.
PUBLIC NOTICE

netic Magic, Optical Illusions, Lights
Color Action, Slime, and Sonic
Sounds. The program will be offered on Wednesdays from April 13
to May 25 from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at
the Towne House in Green Forest
Park. Registration prior to April 1 is
$70 per person and $75 after this
date.
Preschool Science Workshop, ages
3 to 5. This four-workshop program
includes topics on colors, dinosaurs,
senses and more. Parents are encouraged to participate in this program. The workshop will be offered
on Wednesdays, from April 13 to
May 11 from 3:15 to 4 p.m. at the
Towne House in Green Forest Park.
Registration prior to April 1 is $50
per person and $55 afterwards.
Girls softball clinic, Kindergarten to second grade. This eight-week
instructional program will teach children the basic skills and rules of
softball. No permanent teams will
be created. Parent volunteers are
needed to assist Shon Briggs with
this program, which will be offered
on Wednesdays from May 4 to June
22 from 4 to 5 p.m. Registration cost
$40 prior to April 8, and $45 after
this date.
Summer Parks, ages 6 to 12, and
Small Fry Program, ages 3 to 5.
Registration for this program begins
Saturday, April 16, from 9 a.m. to
noon in Room 113 of the Municipal
Building. Registration is $40 before
June 10 and $50 after June 13. Space
is limited on all trips on the Small
Fry program.
Willie Wilson Baseball Camp, ages
10 to 16, boys and girls. This camp
will be held from August 16 to 19
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Details will
follow on this camp.
Trip to Vanity Fair Outlets,
Wednesday April 20. The bus will
depart from the Municipal Building
at 8:30 a.m. and travel to the Vanity
Fair Shopping Outlets in Reading,
Pa. The bus will return to the parking lot at 5 p.m. The trip will be held
rain or shine. The cost is $20 per
person.
Beginner Tennis Lessons for adults
and children, aged 8 to 12. Classes
are limited to 12 students. Students
must bring a racquet and a can of
balls. Registration will be held from
April 5 to 22. The lessons will be
given in two sessions. Session one
runs Mondays and Wednesdays, May
2 to 25, from 7 to 8 p.m. Session 2
runs Mondays and Wednesdays from
June 6 to 29. The cost is $45 per
person but $50 after April 22.
Children’s times are from 6 to 7 p.m.
All classes are held at Kramer Manor
Park.
PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF HEALTH
Public notice is hereby given that an Ordinance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Westfield Board of Health at a
meeting held on April 4, 2005. The Board of Health will further consider the same for final
passage on May 2, 2005 at 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held in the Administrative
Conference Room of the Westfield Municipal Building located at 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at which time and place members of the public will be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.
Marylou Fashano-Soltis
Board Secretary
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 89
AN ORDINANCE BY THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD TO ESTABLISH “PERSONNEL POSITIONS AND SALARY
RANGES RELATING TO OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOARD
OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY”.
Be it ordained by the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State
of New Jersey, that General Ordinance No. 89 entitled as above be adopted as follows:
Section 1
The following personnel positions and salary ranges are hereby established for officers
and employees of the Board of Health and shall be effective as of January 1, 2005.
Job Title
Regional Health Officer
Public Health Nurse

Salary Range
$76,000 - $112,568
$61,000 - $75,000

Section 2
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication
according to law.
1 T - 4/7/05, The Leader
Fee: $54.06

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SPECIAL REMEMBRANCE…Members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield recently planted a Witch Hazel tree in one of the gardens the club
maintains for the Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield. The shrub was
planted in memory of Nancy Wallace, a founder and charter member of the Rake
and Hoe Garden Club. The gardens at Miller-Cory will be featured on Wednesday, May 18, during “Surf the Garden,” a Standard Flower Show and Home Tour
given by the club. Pictured, left to right, are: Alice Cowell, Kris Luka, Club
President; Linda Parker, Nancy Wallace’s daughter and a club member, and
William Wallace, husband of Nancy Wallace.

Scotch Plains Library Plans
Presentation on Skin Care
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will present
a program entitled “Skin Care on
Your Own Terms and Your Own
Time” this Saturday, April 9, at 2
p.m. at the library.
Participants will experience skin
treatments for dry lips, overworked
hands, sunless tanning and the newest innovation in customized antiaging skin care.
Dawn DeSimone Clark, a Senior
Independent Beauty Consultant
with Mary Kay Cosmetics, will lead
the program.

Funeral Consumers Alliance
Announces Annual Meeting
FANWOOD – The Funeral Consumers Alliance of Central New Jersey, formerly the Plainfield Area
Memorial Society, will hold its annual meeting on Wednesday, April
27, at 7:30 p.m.
It will take place on the lower
level of the Fanwood train station,
located at North and Martine Avenues.
Attorney John Wood Goldsack will
be the speaker for the meeting, the
topic of which will be “Changes in
the New Jersey Inheritance Taxes.”
There also will be a discussion of
wills, living wills, federal inheritance taxes and related topics.
A question-and-answer period will
follow the presentation, and complimentary refreshments will be served.
There will be a short business meetPUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Monday
April 4, 2005 memorialized the following
Board action taken at the special planning
board meeting on March 10, 2005:

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

04-25(V) D. VILLANE CONSTRUCTION,
LLC, 621 GLEN AVENUE,
BLOCK 801 LOT 23 SEEKING
MINOR SUBDIVISION WITH
VARIANCE.
APPLICANT
SEEKS TO DIVIDE EXISTING
LOT INTO TWO LOTS. THE
EXISTING HOUSE AND GARAGE WILL REMAIN ON ONE
OF THE NEW LOTS AND A
NEW HOME WILL BE BUILT
ON THE OTHER NEW LOT.
Approved with conditions.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary
1 T - 4/7/05, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Ann
Marie Switzer, Assessor of the Town of
Westfield in the County of Union, has filed
her reports, maps and assessments for
special benefits done under ordinances
therein named. She has ascertained the
whole cost of materials, incidental grading
and expenses incurred in the construction
of the improvements therein named and
has assessed the lands and premises
fronting on the improvements to the amount
that they have been specifically benefited.
The ordinances and improvements are
as follows:

$ 74,202.00 (base pay - Westfield)
$ 38,366.00 (base pay - Health Contracts)
$ 10,131.00 (longevity)

Public Health Nurse
A. T.

$ 26,535.00 (base pay - Westfield)
$ 35,990.00 (base pay - Health Contracts)

Senior Registered Environmental
Health Specialist
G. C.

$ 59,181.00 (base pay - Westfield)
$ 1,922.00 (base pay - PHPF)
$ 4,277.00 (longevity)

Senior Registered Environmental
Health Specialist
T. M.

$ 49,211.00 (base pay - Health Contracts)
$ 11,892.00 (base pay - PHPF)

Registered Environmental
Health Specialist
H. M.

$ 53,984.00 (base pay - Health Contracts)
$ 2,310.00 (base pay - PHPF)

Registered Environmental
Health Specialist
L. K.

$ 35,063.00 (base pay - Health Contracts)
$
926.00 (base pay - PHPF)
$ 15,424.00 (base pay - Westfield)

Secretary
M. S.

$
$
$
$
$

Secretary
L. A.

$ 19,363.00 (base pay - Westfield)
$ 12,193.00 (base pay - Health Contracts)

34,815.00 (base pay - Westfield)
8,305.00 (base pay - Health Contracts)
600.00 (Board Secretary - Westfield)
1,200.00 (Board Secretary - Springfield)
3,018.00 (longevity)

Section 2
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication
according to law.
1 T - 4/7/05, The Leader
Fee: $92.82

www.goleader.com

WESTFIELD – The Family Support Organization of Union County
will hold a workshop on helping
children with special emotional or
behavioral needs on Tuesday, April
12, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at its
Westfield office, located at 137
Elmer Street.
Gianine Christiano, a member of
the board of the FSO, will be the
featured speaker. She also currently
serves as Coordinator of the Bureau
of Citizen Complaints for the Office of the Child Advocate in Trenton.
The Office of the Child Advocate
is an independent watchdog agency
charged with investigating, reviewing, monitoring and evaluating state

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public notice is hereby given that an Ordinance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Westfield Board of Health at a
meeting held on April 4, 2005. The Board of Health will further consider the same for final
passage on May 2, 2005 at 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held in the Council Conference
Room of the Westfield Municipal Building located at 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey at which time and place members of the public will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning said ordinance.
Marylou Fashano-Soltis
Board Secretary
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 88
AN ORDINANCE BY THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 87 OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH
ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO SALARIES OF OFFICERS
AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY”.

Regional Health Officer
R. S.

See it all on the Web!

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2057
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
SIDEWALK
AND
CONSTRUCTION OF NEW SIDEWALK AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN THE TOWN AND
THE APPROPRIATION OF
MONIES
NECESSARY
THEREFOR.
Passed and adopted May 21, 2002
SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO.2085
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
SIDEWALK
AND
CONSTRUCTION OF NEW SIDEWALK AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN THE TOWN AND
THE APPROPRIATIONS OF
MONIES
NECESSARY
THEREFOR.
Passed and adopted July 1, 2003.
The reports referred to are now on file in
the office of the Town Clerk and open for
examination by all persons interested
therein.
NOTICE is given that the Council will
meet in the Council Chambers Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey on Tuesday, May 3, 2005 at
8:00 p.m. to hear and consider objections
to said reports, maps and assessments,
which objections must be in writing and
must be filed with the Town Clerk at or
before the time of said meeting.
Claire J. Gray
Acting Town Clerk
1 T - 4/7/05, The Leader
Fee: $46.41

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Monday, April
25, 2005 for the
“2005 SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT PROGRAM IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY”.
The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as described in the Contract Specifications, and Proposals shall be in accordance with such Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.
The major items under this contract include the following in estimated quantities:
110 lineal feet of granite block curb
16,000 square feet of concrete sidewalk
(4 inches thick)
2,000 square feet of concrete sidewalk
(6 inches thick)
Reset 1,200 lineal feet of bluestone sidewalk
2,200 square feet of new bluestone sidewalk-minimum (2 inches thick)
All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to submit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.
The successful bidder shall start construction ten (10) days after notice of award
of Contract is given, and shall complete all
work within ninety (90) calendar days after
notice to proceed.
Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above mentioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. Each bid must
also be accompanied by a Surety Company Certificate stating that said Surety
company will provide the bidder with the
required Performance bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement, Statement of Ownership,
on the forms included in and explained in
the contract documents.
Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975
supplement to the law against discrimination (Affirmative Action) and must pay
workmen the prevailing wage rates promulgated by the New Jersey State Department of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town Engineer.
Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured ($25.00) at the office of the Town
Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
Mayor and Council reserve the right to
reject any bid, and to waive any informality
in any bid, if in the interest of the Town, it
is deemed advisable to do so.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer
1 T - 4/7/05, The Leader
Fee: $66.30

May 31. The cost of the program is
$95 per child.
Stroller-Size: This one-hour total body workout is aimed at improving one’s cardiovascular endurance, strength and flexibility.
The class will be held in Tamaques
Park on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m.
from April 6 through May 25. The
fee is $48 per person.
Summer Camps: The Recreation
Department is taking registrations
for summer camps. Camps are available for baseball, basketball, bowling, golf, roller hockey, soccer, tennis, multi-sports, & wrestling.
Teen Center: The Teen Center is
open on most Friday evenings during the school year between the
hours of 7 and 11 p.m. for all
Westfield High School students.
Total Toning: Classes are held
on Mondays and Thursdays from
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Municipal
Building Community Room, 425
East Broad Street. Each session includes 10 classes. The fee is $65
per person.
Tennis Programs, Classes for
adults and children (ages 3 to 14
yrs.) will begin Saturday, May 7 at
the Memorial Park Tennis courts.
Classes are offered for pee wee,
beginner, advanced beginner and
intermediate levels. Look for information distributed throughout
the schools.
Trips, State Theatre in New
Brunswick, performances of Beauty
and The Beast on Wednesday, April
13 at a cost of $33 per person, and
Smokey Joe’s Café on Friday, May
6 at a cost of $59 per person.The
cost includes transportation.
Please register for the above programs at: the Westfield Recreation
Department, 425 East Broad Street.
For further information, please call
the Westfield Recreation Office at
(908) 789-4080. Visit us online at:
westfieldnj.net/townhall/recreation.

Parents Workshop to Focus
On Mental Health Services

TOWN OF WESTFIELD

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNERS

Section 1
The following annual salaries are hereby fixed for officers and employees of the Board
of Health and shall be retroactively payable from January 1, 2005.

ing beforehand and an election of
officers.
The Funeral Consumers Alliance
of Central New Jersey is a not-forprofit organization that is not affiliated with any funeral home. Its purpose is to provide documents in
preparation for death.
In addition, the organization surveys area funeral homes and publishes a list for members of the most
reasonable homes that provide excellent service.
For more information, please contact the Funeral Consumers Alliance of Central New Jersey, 724
Park Avenue, Plainfield 07060 or
call (908) 889-6289.

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF HEALTH

Be it ordained by the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State
of New Jersey, that General Ordinance No. 87 entitled as above be amended as follows:

Men and women age 18 and older
are welcome. An adult must accompany anyone under 18 wishing to
attend. Each participant will receive
a beauty book for class and future
reference, as well as a free gift.
This event is free and open to all.
Light refreshments will be offered.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.
For more information and directions, please call the library at (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or
visit www.scotlib.org on the
Internet.

Spring Break Golf Camp: This
hands-on camp is for ages eight to
14 and will be held at the Oak Ridge
Golf Course in Clark with teaching
pro Bill McCluney. This course will
be given Monday through Wednesday, April 4 to 6. Course times are
8:30 to 11:30 a.m. or noon to 3 p.m.
The fee is $99 per child.
Golf, hands-on camp for ages 814 years, during Sprung Break Week
- April 4-6, 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. or
noon to 3 p.m. The cost is $99 per
person.
Hockey Clinics: Students will
learn basic skills or fine-tune their
skills with George Giresi and the
Westfield High School Ice Hockey
Team. The class is offered to children aged 6 to 12, from Monday,
June 20 through Friday, June 24
from 3:30 p.m. through 5: 30 p.m. at
Tamaques Park. The cost is $60 per
child.
Night Place: The Night Place
program is held throughout the
school year on select Friday evenings. This program is open to all
middle school students for a nominal fee. The program is held from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate School. The cost is $2 in
advance and $3 at the door. The
dates are April 15 and May 13.
Road Race: The 15th annual 5Miler and 1-Mile Fun Run will be
held on a Saturday, April 23. The
1-Mile Fun Run will begin at 9
a.m., and the 5-Miler race begins
at 9:30 a.m. Registration forms can
be obtained at the recreation office
or on the department’s Website,
westfieldnj.net/townhall/recreation.
Soccer Squirts: This one-hour
course introduces children ages three
to five years old to group experiences and basic motor skills through
soccer related activities. The course
will be held at Tamaques Park on
Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m. or from
1:15 to 2:15 p.m. from April 19 to

Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on March
23, 2005 granted approval for a variance
at 370 North Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey being Block 68, Lot 1.
Documents pertaining to this application are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.
Mr. & Mrs. Gerry Cooney
370 North Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 4/7/05, The Times
Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO RE-BID
SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RECEIVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD AT
THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, AT 10:00 A.M., PREVAILING
TIME ON MONDAY, APRIL 25, 2005 FOR:

agency responses to allegations of
child abuse or neglect in New Jersey, and with making recommendations for systemic and comprehensive reform.
Ms. Christiano will share information on how to access services
and identify resources, and answer
questions from parents and
caregivers of children with special
emotional and behavioral needs.
Those planning to attend are invited to submit specific problems
and questions to the FSO in advance of the event.
The FSO is a system partner in
the New Jersey Department of Human Services, Division of Child Behavioral Health Services.
This workshop is offered free of
charge, but reservations are suggested. To submit advance questions and situations or to reserve a
place, please call Gail, Kathy or
Vickie at (908) 789-7625.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Monday
April 4, 2005 memorialized the following
Board action taken on March 7, 2005:
05-03(V) FRANCIS HADDAD, 315
JEFFERSON
AVENUE,
BLOCK 2206, LOT 4 SEEKING
MINOR SUBDIVISION APPROVAL WITH VARIANCES.
APPLICANT SEEKING TO
DEMOLISH EXISTING HOUSE
AND CREATE TWO (2) NEW
SINGLE FAMILY BUILDING
LOTS FROM THE EXISTING
SINGLE LOT. Denied.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary
1 T - 4/7/05, The Leader
Fee: $18.87

2005 TREE REMOVAL PROGRAM

PUBLIC NOTICE

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND
MUST BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE
AND BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MENTIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK, OR BID BOND,
PAYABLE TO THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, IN THE AMOUNT OF
$500.00. EACH BID MUST ALSO BE
ACCOMPANIED BY A SURETY COMPANY CERTIFICATE STATING THAT
SAID SURETY COMPANY WILL PROVIDE THE BIDDER WITH THE REQUIRED PERFORMANCE BOND IN THE
FULL AMOUNT OF THE CONTRACT,
BY A NON-COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT AND
A CONTRACTOR’S QUALIFICATION
STATEMENT, AND A STATEMENT OF
OWNERSHIP, ON THE FORMS INCLUDED IN, AND EXPLAINED IN THE
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.
ALL BIDDERS MUST SUBMIT WITH
THEIR BID A COPY OF THEIR NEW
JERSEY BUSINESS REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE. FAILURE TO SUBMIT
PROOF OF REGISTRATION WILL DISQUALIFY THE BID.
BIDDERS MUST COMPLY WITH ALL
PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 127 PL 1975
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LAW AGAINST
DISCRIMINATION (AFFIRMATIVE ACTION), AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMULGATED BY THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY FOR
THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF WHICH
ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER.
SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
PROCURED ($25.00) AT THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC
WORKS CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE
WEST, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY. THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE THE
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS,
IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN, IT
IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.
KENNETH B. MARSH
TOWN ENGINEER
1 T - 4/7/05, The Leader
Fee: $51.00

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Monday
April 4, 2005 memorialized the following
Board action taken on March 7, 2005:
05-02 MARGARET BUONTEMPO, ONE
KIRKVIEW CIRCLE, BLOCK
4401, LOT 33 SEEKING MINOR
SUBDIVISION APPROVAL WITH
NO VARIANCES. APPLICANT
SEEKING TO CREATE THREE
(3) CONFORMING SINGLE FAMILY BUILDING LOTS FROM THE
EXISTING SINGLE LOT. Approved with conditions.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary
1 T - 4/7/05, The Leader
Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Monday,
April 4, 2005 memorialized the following
Board action taken on March 7, 2005:
04-31(V) CARIDO GROUP, LLC, 132144 EAST BROAD STREET,
BLOCK 3105, LOT 8 SEEKING
PRELIMINARY & FINAL MAJOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL
WITH VARIANCE. APPLICANT SEEKING TO INSTALL
A WALK-IN COOLER TO ACCOMMODATE THE NEW
“JERSEY MIKE’S” SUBS, REBUILD EXISTING STAIRS TO
2 ND FLOOR APARTMENTS
AND REBUILD AND REPLACE
ROOF OVER BACK OF
STORE. Approved with conditions.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary
1 T - 4/7/05, The Leader
Fee: $22.95
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Internet Auctions Have Kept Energy
Prices For NJ Consumers Reasonable
increased 39 percent, while natural
gas shot up 41 percent. By comparison, as a result of our auctions, the
average New Jersey residential bill
has increased a mere 2.67 percent
over the same period of time.
Any way you slice it, New Jersey’s
BGS auction is shielding residential
and commercial customers from escalating costs, by extracting the lowest possible price available based on
current market conditions. While rates
have risen, the utilities have avoided
potentially steeper price spikes by
entering into rolling three-year contracts – thereby mitigating the market-timing effects of any particular
auction.
This has also allowed additional
savings via the suppliers’ apparent
desire to secure a more stable revenue
stream. Simply put, our auction helps
hold prices down for consumers and
businesses, while the Board’s hedging policy lessens the ill effects of a
volatile fuel market.
In today’s era of rising oil prices,
there is a tremendous need to keep the
cost of energy reasonable and under
control. And, as the saying goes, necessity is the mother of all invention
– or innovation in this case. For the
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities,
innovation means exploring new territories and thinking both creatively

By JEANNE M. FOX

Renowned Harvard Business
School Professor Theodore Levitt
once said, “Creativity is thinking up
new things. Innovation is doing new
things.”
Since 2002, New Jersey’s annual
energy auctions have proven to be an
innovative and successful way to help
meet our state’s growing needs. We
were the first – and, until recently, the
only state in the nation to procure
most of its electric needs through an
internet-based, descending clock auction. On a grander scale, our achievement has served as a model for other
states, such as Ohio, and is being
considered for use by our neighbors
in Pennsylvania and Delaware, as well
as Illinois.
This February, we once again held
two simultaneous, multiple round Basic Generation Service (BGS) auctions. One was for fixed price service
– for residential and small and medium sized commercial customers.
Another was for hourly-priced service
– to meet the needs of our state’s larger
electric customers. The value of this
year’s contracts was $4.6 billion overall – of which $3.6 billion was for
fixed-price customers. These results
will be averaged with the two-thirds of
electric supply already under contract
to determine customer rates.
I am proud that our auctions,
through their design and sheer size,
have been consistently successful in
securing the most competitive prices
for electric utility supply customers.
Through their fair and transparent
design, each annual event has efficiently attracted a wide array of bidders.
We’ve also tried to reduce risk by
adding regulatory certainty to the process – such as finalizing the results
within two days of the auction’s conclusion – which has helped attract
more interest. In all, 25 power suppliers took part in the bidding this year,
and there was a greater mix of participants, including generators, marketers and financial houses. This created
a more competitive process, which –
coupled with the large-scale size of
the contracts – helped mitigate increases in electric rates, as well as
drew praise from all industry sectors.
Our BGS auction provides a sound
method to meet our state’s electric
needs at the lowest possible price. We
are providing the benefits of a competitive wholesale market to consumers at the retail level. Over the past
two years, the price of crude oil has

and critically. However, when it comes
to developing our BGS auction, we
know we cannot succeed by going
solo. Our achievement is a hands-on
testament to bringing regulators, utilities and suppliers themselves to the
table – at every step of the process.
Today, our BGS auction stands as a
success. But, we are not merely resting on our laurels. Rather, we are
constantly re-assessing, tweaking and
improving to make New Jersey’s basic generation service the best it can
possibly be. While we’ve already approved the auction format for 2006,
we will continue to review the details
of the BGS process and build on our
experiences in the years to come.
Jeanne M. Fox is President of the
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities
(BPU.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – Officials warned several residents last week about showing
decorum when speaking before the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders, after the residents referred to
the freeholders as “corrupt.”
Bruce Paterson of Garwood was
warned after he criticized the board for
its handling of the case against Joe
Renna, a Cranford resident and candidate for freeholder in 2003 and 2004
who was fired by the county.
Mr. Paterson, who ran on the Republican line for freeholder last November
with Mr. Renna, said perjury and forgery occurred during the case and that
the matter showed mismanagement on
the part of the county. He questioned
why the county was pursuing the case.
County Counsel Robert Barry dis-

RECOGNIZED FOR EFFORTS…Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
presents Peter Ortuso of Westfield with a resolution thanking him for his work in
opening the recently recovered time capsule from the cornerstone of the Union
County Courthouse. Mr. Ortuso, a welder with the Union County Division of
Operations, opened the air-tight metal box containing 100-year-old artifacts.

agreed with Mr. Paterson’s assessment,
“That decision did not reflect any of
those things.” He said testimony in the
case was a separate issue from what
was stated in Administrative Law Judge
Margaret M. Hayden’s decision.
When asked by Elizabeth resident Dan
Nazza, “What’s this about?”, Mr. Barry
defined the matter as a “disciplinary hearing” against Mr. Renna. He said he would
not discuss the case any further, as it
involved employee matters. The judge
ruled in favor of Mr. Renna when he was
first dismissed by the county, although
the county eventually released him.
When Mr. Nazza continued to question the board on the case, Freeholder
Chairman Rick Proctor stated, “We
cannot discuss the merits of this case in
a public meeting.”
A resolution was approved by the
board to increase legal fees by $5,000
to the Westfield firm of Garrubbo,
Romankow, Rinaldo and Capese, which
is representing the county in the Renna
case. The county’s total legal fees are
now up to $32,500.
On another matter, County Manager
George Devanney said the county hired
Deputy Attorney General Robert Codey,
brother of Acting Governor Richard
Codey, to work in the county prosecutor’s
office at the recommendation of County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow.
According to published reports, the
state set Mr. Codey’s salary at $93,268
upon his assignment to work in the
county prosecutor’s office. However,
the county reportedly raised that salary
by $46,731, to $140,000, which makes
him eligible for a pension of $98,500
year – a $12,000 increase above the rate
he would have been paid.
“It’s the gift that keeps on giving,”
Mr. Paterson stated.
Mr. Devanney said Mr. Romankow
made the salary request. The county
manager said Mr. Codey was hired specifically due to his expertise in organized crime cases. He was reportedly
given a one-year assignment starting
last October 1.
Mr. Devanney said an employee in
the prosecutor’s office, who was earning $120,000, retired at around the time
Mr. Codey was hired. Mr. Devanney
said Mr. Codey cost the county around
$40,000 in additional funds.
Jerry Goldman of Elizabeth said he
felt the additional salary seemed like “a
big sum of money.”
Mr. Devanney said there was no guarantee that Mr. Codey would have accepted the county position if the salary
had not been increased.
Mr. Goldman also questioned the
county on the hiring of State Assemblywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood (D-

Goods & Services You Need!

www.goleader.com

Landscape Design
Year Long Plantings
Lawn Maintenance
Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

P R E M I E R P R O P E RT Y M A I N T E N A N C E P R O V I D E R

888-533-2345
908-925-2345

thetomassogroupllc@verizon.net

Specializing in Lawn Maintenance Accounts & Fertilization Programs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Spring & Fall Cleanup • Brick Pavers • Patio • Sod & Seeding

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home

Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Immediate Response
Affordable Rates • Special Rates for Senior Citizens • Major Credit Cards

Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

Fully Insured

j. valente

Free Estimates

SPECIALISTS IN REMODELING OF

“The Service Professionals”

Commercial • Residential
Driveway Sealing & Repair: Driveway Seal application;
Crack repair and maintenance.
Power Washing: Houses, Office Buildings, Decks, Trucks
Patios, Steps, Swing sets, and much more.

Phone: 908-456-0525 • Fax: 908-654-1492 • dmanico28@yahoo.com

Opal Electric Services LLC
Residential
Commercial
Industrial
Bonded & Insured

License #9204

(908) 245-3577

bathrooms
& kitchens
•
INDOOR

OUTDOOR PAINTING

732-382-4136
973-444-1391 (cell)
mtv1970@msn.com

Free Estimates

AUTO REPAIR

PERFECT
PAINTING
&
POWER WASHING
Residential • Commercial

908-272-4456
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Freeholders, Residents Trade
Barbs at County Meeting

Woman’s Club to Meet
Monday In Westfield
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club
of Westfield will hold its next general
meeting at the Masonic Lodge, located at 1011 Central Avenue in
Westfield, at noon on Monday, April
11. Attendees will hold a “Member
Appreciation Luncheon.”
Andrea L. Spencer-Linzie, Executive Director of the YWCA of Eastern
Union County, will speak to the group.
She is expected to give a talk on
what the club has done and can do in
the future to better help the YWCA/
EUC’s Project Protect Domestic Violence Program. The club has supported two rooms at the shelter for
four years, and last year purchased
new furniture for these rooms.
Ms. Spencer-Linzie also will discuss her organization’s new program
of transitional housing for victims of
domestic violence and their children,
also entitled Project Protect.
Individuals interested in coming to
the luncheon, who have not already
confirmed plans to attend, are asked
to call (908) 233-2339.

Thursday, April 7, 2005

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER
Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic
NJ State Inspection
• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries
• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
Auto
Care
• Road Service
Center
138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

22nd) as coordinator of volunteer services at Runnells Specialized Hospital
at a salary of $66,000, and former freeholder Lewis Mingo as director of senior services for the county at a reported salary of $65,000.
“We have to watch what we are doing
when we create (new) jobs,” said Mr.
Goldman.
The county manager said Mr.
Goldman was misinformed, in that both
individuals filled vacancies. He added
that both Mr. Mingo and Mrs. Stender,
also a former freeholder, were specifically qualified for the positions for
which they were hired.
On another issue, Mr. Paterson questioned the cost of the new addition at
the Union County Vocational-Technical Schools in Scotch Plains. Last
month, the board approved a $20 million bond ordinance to pay for renovations and an addition to Baxel and West
Halls on the Vo-Tech campus to house
the school’s new allied health and medical science program.
Mr. Paterson estimated that, based
on the total of 35,000 square feet in new
construction, the building cost adds up
to $570 per square foot.
“No way, no how, should you ever
come close to that,” he said, noting that
the cost should be closer to $250 per
square foot.
“It appears you are funneling money
to (political) cronies,” said Mr. Paterson.
That remark drew a warning from
Freeholder Proctor, who stated, “Paterson, you are crossing the line.”
But Mr. Paterson continued, “It’s just
taxpayers’ money. Obviously, you don’t
care about the taxpayers.”
Mr. Nazza, a senior citizen, was told
by Mr. Barry that the public was not
allowed to “attack the motives” of the
board after he referred to some board
actions as “crooked and political.”
In other business, the freeholders
officially named the county’s new public safety building in honor of longtime Sheriff Ralph G. Froehlich.
Sheriff Froehlich, who was elected to
his record 10th term this past November,
resides in Elizabeth, where he served as
a policeman for 20 years and later as a
city councilman. He is the longest serving sheriff in county history.
The new public safety building, located on North Avenue in Westfield,
will house the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office forensics and communications units; the headquarters of
the Union County Police Department,
and the Union County Office of Emergency Management.
The building, which is nearing
completion, is expected to open sometime this month.

www.goleader.com
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FOR SALE BY OWNER

HOUSE FOR RENT

Scotch Plains - $599,000 13 room
mother/daughter on dead end st.
4BR 3.5BA Finished 4 room
basement w/2nd kit and full BA.
Newer kit and ba. Deck, porch,
vinyl siding TAX $5100 (2004).
OPEN HOUSE
SUN, APRIL 10, 1-4pm.
337 Valleyscent Ave
(off FRONT)
(908) 400-2021
NO BROKERS/OWNER NJREA

WESTFIELD
Best Location. Vacant, Custom,
Park Setting, 8 rooms,
3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths. $2950/mo.
ERA Carano Realtors, Inc.
(973) 736-5525
OPEN HOUSE, SUN 1-5

Westfield
Short Term and Long Term
Available. Pets Ok
(908) 347-1181
Apartments Also Available

Long Hill Twp- GILLETTE Sunny, updated 5 BR, 2.1 BA
Tudor w/ upd. BAs, newer KIT w/
Corian & maple. Lg FR, LR, den &
deck. Winter views. NYC train.
$899,000 (002005136)
Dir: Long Hill Rd or Meyersville
Rd to Hickory Tavern Rd to Magna
Dr. House on left.
Call 908-766-7500
WEICHERT, REALTORS

OFFICE FOR RENT

GARDEN POND SERVICES

Professional Office Building for
Rent in Mountainside.
1200 sq. ft., $1,650/month.
Call (908) 233-9199

Services incl: Pond Insp, Spring
Cleanup, Pump & Filter prep,
Fish & Plant Care. Ask for Paul.
(908) 619-0621

HOMES FOR RENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
April 5, 2005

CLASSIFIEDS
COMPUTER HOME SERVICE

HELP WANTED

Free Estimate at your house. PC
& Mac repair, upgrades, virus
removal, software, wireless
installations. Call Katie & Mark
(908) 494-5409

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie
(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

College Admission Consultant
Assistance with applications,
college selection, essays,
financial aid, etc. Reasonable.
Call (908) 789-5980.
HOUSE FURNISHINGS

For sale, contents of house,
including furniture, china,
bric-a-brac & more.
April 8 & 9; 9AM-4PM
123 Green Place, Westfield
(973) 661-0302

The Amended Application includes a request for relief from several requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance, as follows:
1.
Maximum coverage by Improvements. § 18.08D requires that the coverage
by improvements not exceed 50% of the lot area. The proposed coverage by all
improvement is approximately 70% of the lot area.
2.
Minimum number of parking spaces. § 17.02C.3.a requires that houses of
worship provide off-street parking at the rate of one space for each 3 fixed seats, or for
each 90 square feet of floor area, that could reasonably be in use at one time in the
foreseeable future, as determined by the Board. Although information has not been
provided concerning the number of fixed seats in use at one time, the zoning schedule
on the plans indicates that based upon floor area requirements, 330 spaces are required.
Only 121 spaces are proposed.
3.
Access to parking spaces. The original application submitted on behalf of
Temple Emanu-El provided for § 17.05 variances. That ordinance requires that access
aisles be provided adjacent to parking spaces and that such aisles be unobstructed at
all times. The original application included seven parking spaces, to be used by
employees, are proposed in a “stacked” arrangement in the southwest corner of the
property, whereby other parked cars will block access to such spaces. The Amended
Application does not included stacked parking.
4.
Maximum illumination level at property line. § 17.10C prohibits illumination
from parking areas that exceeds 0.3 footcandle, measured at the abutting residential
property line. The original application proposed parking area lighting results in an
illumination level of approximately 0.8 footcandle at the rear lot line of adjacent Lot 8. The
Amended Application is now in compliance with the municipal ordinance lighting
requirements.
5.
Minimum height of screen plantings. § 17.11B and § 10.20D.3 require that
screen plantings be at least 5 feet high at the time of installation. Pursuant to the original
application, most of the proposed screen plants are only 2 to 2 ½ feet high. The Amended
Application now brings the Temple’s plan in compliance with the municipal ordinances.
6.
Pedestrian access. § 17.12 requires that paved pedestrian walkways be
provided as necessary to insure safe pedestrian circulation throughout parking areas and
into buildings entrances. No pedestrian walks are proposed to serve the new parking
area.
7.
Locking manhole covers and inlet grates. § 10.09E requires that manholes
and inlet grates be equipped with locking devices. The original application did not provide
for locking devices as proposed. The Amended Application includes manhole locking
devices.
8.
Yard location of shed. § 13.02B.1 requires that sheds be located only in the rear
yard. The existing shed is proposed to be relocated in the side yard of the temple
property.
The applicant also seeks approval of any and all other relief not indicated above that
may be determined necessary during the course of the public hearings. A public hearings
have been ordered, have commenced and will continue on April 21, 2005 at 7:00 p.m.
in the Council Meeting Room of the Town Hall, located at 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time you may appear and participate in the hearing in
accordance with the rules of the Board. If the matter is not concluded on that date,
additional public hearing dates may be ordered and scheduled. This notice is sent to you
on behalf of the applicant by order of the Board.
Information, maps, plans and the application are available for your inspection in the
Public Works Building, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey, and may be
reviewed Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Lindabury, McCormick & Estabrook
53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369
Westfield, NJ 07091
Tel. (908) 233-6800
Attorneys for Applicant, Temple Emanu-El
1 T - 4/7/05, The Leader
Fee: $119.34

PUBLIC NOTICE

DINING ROOM

MATTRESS SET

Beautiful cherry wood set,
double pedestal table,
hutch & buffet, 8 chairs.
List $3000. Sell $1575.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

Queen pillow top.
Name brand,
new in plastic w/warranty.
List $800 sell $265.
Can Deliver (732) 259-6690

Cherry wood sleigh bed,
chest, dresser & mirror
and night stand.
New still in box.
Value $4500 sacrifice $1600
(732) 259-6690
BED

PUBLIC NOTICE

SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS
A.
Undertaking of the following road improvements: (i) improvement of Highland
Avenue (from Hillside Avenue to Birch Avenue), including roadway reconstruction,
installation of curbs, and drainage improvements and reconstruction of driveway aprons,
where necessary, (ii) undertaking of traffic safety and traffic calming improvements at
various locations and (iii) resurfacing or reconstruction of various roads (including curb
installation or replacement and drainage improvements, where necessary, and the
installation of new sidewalks on Scotch Plains Avenue between South Avenue and West
Broad Street), as set forth on a list prepared by the Town Engineer on file or to be placed
on file with the Town Clerk, and hereby approved as if set forth herein in full. Depending
upon the contract price and other exigent circumstances, and upon approval by the Town
Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the list referred to in clause (iii) of the
preceding sentence. It is hereby determined and stated that the streets being improved
are of “Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law
(Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, as amended; the “Local
Bond Law”).
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
State Grant Appropriated
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$1,911,000
$ 160,000
$ 83,500
$1,667,500
10 years

B.
Undertaking of storm water drainage and sanitary sewer improvements at
various locations.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$ 157,500
$ 7,500
$ 150,000
40 years

C.
Undertaking of various improvements to the Municipal Building and the Public
Works Complex, and replacement of the roof on the North Side Train Station. It is hereby
determined and stated that the public buildings being improved are of “Class B” or
equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$ 176,400
$ 8,400
$ 168,000
15 years

D.
Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the
use of the Engineering Department consisting of (i) land surveying equipment and (ii)
computer equipment for a geographic information system (GIS) for Town data.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$ 5,250
$
250
$ 5,000
10 years

E.
Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the
use of the Department of Public Works (“DPW”) consisting of (i) a street sweeper and (ii)
various equipment.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated

$ 142,000
$ 7,000

GARAGE SALE

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.
Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers

Multi-family, Kids Garage Sale
Saturday, April 9, 9am to noon
Raindate: Sunday, April 10
423 St. Mark’s Ave., Westfield
Toys, games, trading cards
and much more!
RUMMAGE SALE

MEDICAL OFFICE ASSISTANT

Part-time, flexible hours for front
desk and clinical duties. Must
have excellent communication
skills. Phlebotomy skills a plus.
Call (908) 889-8700 or
fax (908) 889-7799
INSURANCE

Licensed and experienced Personal
Lines CSR to handle book of
business in Union County agency.
Responsibilities include processing
new and renewal business.
Fax resume to (908) 232-0520.
CHILDCARE NEEDED

RESOLUTION
Finance Policy Committee

March 1, 2005

Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget of the Town of Westfield Special Improvement District, County of Union, for the Year 2005:
BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall
constitute the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget for the Year 2005, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Budget be published in THE WESTFIELD
LEADER in the issue of April 7, 2005;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Town of
Westfield does hereby approve the following as the Downtown Westfield Corporation
Budget for the year 2005:
Recorded Vote:
Ayes
Council members Echausse, Betancourt,
Skibitsky, Goldman, Caruana, Neylan, Ciarrocca,
Mayor McDermott
Nays
None
Abstain
None
Absent
Councilman Foerst

Childcare needed- 5:30-7:30,
4-5 days/week. Must have
drivers license & car. Ref’s req.
(908) 789-1887.
WEIGHTS DESIRED

Looking for fixed, solid 25-lb, 30lb, 65-lb, 70-lb, dumbells.
Please call Dave Corbin at:
(908) 232-4407

CLASSIFIEDS

Notice is hereby given that the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget was approved
by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, on March 1, 2005.
A hearing on said Budget will be held at the Westfield Municipal Building on April 19,
2005 at 8:00pm at which time and place objections to said Budget for the Year 2005 may
be presented by Downtown Special Improvement District taxpayers or other interested
persons.

Buy and Sell

DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD CORPORATION

www.goleader.com

on the Net!

SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
2005 BUDGET

PUBLIC NOTICE

REVENUES
GENERAL REVENUE
Amount to be raised by
Special Improvement District Assessment
Total General Revenue

ANTICIPATED REVENUE
$377,575.00
$377,575.00

APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL APPROPRIATION
Operating
Salaries & Wages
Other Expenses
Total General Appropriations

APPROPRIATIONS 2005
$137,070.00
$240,505.00
$377,575.00

1 T - 4/7/05, The Leader

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD

The purposes, appropriations, bonds/notes authorized and grants appropriated
in this multipurpose bond ordinance are as follows:

HELP WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICE

2005 TOWN OF WESTFIELD
DOWNTOWN DISTRICT MANAGEMENT CORPORATION

Fee: $77.52

$ 135,000
15 years

F.
Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new
automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment, for the use of the DPW
consisting of (i) a dump truck, (ii) a mechanics truck, (iii) a tractor-trailer truck and (iv)
various equipment.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$
$
$
5

337,050
258,280
78,770
years

G.
Supplemental funding for roof replacement at the Free Public Library. It is hereby
determined and stated that (a) said public building being improved is of “Class B” or
equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law, (b) the Trustees
of the Free Public Library of the Town have requested, pursuant to Section 40:54-25 of
the Revised Statutes of New Jersey, as amended, that the Town raise the sum of $46,200
in order to finance the aforesaid improvement and (c) the Trustees of the Free Public
Library are hereby authorized and empowered to expend said sum of $46,200 to pay for
the aforesaid improvement.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$
$
$
15

46,200
2,200
44,000
years

H.
Undertaking of various renovations and improvements to Fire House Nos. 1 and
2 and the acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the
use of the Fire Department consisting of self-contained breathing apparatus equipment
and various items of fire fighting and safety equipment.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$ 57,750
$ 2,750
$ 55,000
5 years

I.
Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new
communication and signal systems equipment for the use of the Police Department
consisting of (i) radar equipment, (ii) defibrillators, (iii) radio equipment, (iv) emergency
light bars, (v) security cameras, (vi) mobile cameras and (vii) mobile data terminals.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$
$
$
10

76,500
3,770
72,730
years

J.
Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new
communication and signal systems equipment consisting of telephone, computer and
other information technology equipment and improvements for the use of various Town
departments, offices and agencies.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness
K.

$
$
$
10

26,250
1,250
25,000
years

Partial funding for the refurbishing of the Mindowaskin Park Gazebo.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$
$
$
10

31,500
1,500
30,000
years

L.
Undertaking of energy efficiency lighting improvements at the Municipal Building
and throughout the Town’s traffic signal system.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$ 75,600
$ 3,600
$ 72,000
5 years

———————————————————————————
Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost
State Grant Appropriated
Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes Authorized

$3,043,000
$ 160,000
$ 380,000
$2,503,000

Section 20 Costs: $145,270
Useful Life: 12.07 years
This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

1 T - 4/7/05, The Leader

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL
Take notice that on 4/1/05 a change
occurred in the ownership of Fine Wines of
Scotch Plains, Inc. trading as Olympia
Wines & Spirits holder of Plenary Retail
Distribution Lic. #2016-44-011-008 for premises located at 2520-2540 Rt. 22 East,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey resulting in the
following persons, each acquiring the aggregate one percent or more of the ownership thereof:
Vimal Malhotra; 30 Polo Club Drive
Freehold, New Jersey 07728

PUBLIC NOTICE

Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDI-TIONAL
OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE
VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN,
BY AND FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $3,043,000 TO
PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE A STATE GRANT, TO
MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS
TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE
ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE
ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

HIGH ENERGY TEACHERS

Visco Elastic Memory Foam
mattress set, Queen set,
as seen on TV.
Value $1200, sell $375.
(732) 259-6690

BEDROOM SET

PUBLIC NOTICE

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, was introduced
and passed upon first reading at a meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Westfield,
in the County of Union, State of New Jersey, on March 29, 2005. It will be further
considered for final passage, after public hearing thereon, at a meeting of the Town
Council to be held in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey, on April 19, 2005 at 8:00 P.M. During the week prior to and up to and including
the date of such meeting copies of the full ordinance will be available, at no cost and
during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for the members of the general public
who shall request the same. The summary of the terms of such bond ordinance follows:

X-RAY TECHNICIAN

PT X-Ray Technician
needed for thriving
Westfield orthopaedic office.
Friendly environment, benefits.
Fax resumes to (908) 232-0540
Seeking High Energy Teachers
for an exciting new art enrichment
program for children ages 20
months through Grade 6. Classes
will be offered in day care,
preschool, community centers and
after school programs. Part-time,
flexible schedule available, 10+
hours per week to start.
Solid experience working with
young children and/or degree in
early childhood development &
education a must. No art
experience necessary, will train.
Own transportation necessary for
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Cranford,
Summit, Short Hills/Millburn and
neighboring areas. Email resume/
CV to Lisa Goldenberg at
lgoldenberg@abrakadoodle.com

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
That Temple Emanu-El has filed an Amended Application to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment for the Town of Westfield seeking preliminary and final site plan approval and
related variances for the demolition of an existing dwelling and the construction of a
parking lot and related improvements for the existing temple. The properties involved in
this application are located at 750, 752 and 756 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
and are identified as Block 3501, Lots 9, 10 and 11 on the official tax maps of the Town
of Westfield. The property is located in the RS-12 zone district.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Claire J. Gray
Acting Town Clerk
Town of Westfield
County of Union
State of New Jersey
Fee: $257.04

Hersh Anand; 64 Fiat Avenue
Iselin, New Jersey 08830
Neelam Anand; 64 Fiat Avenue
Iselin, New Jersey 08830
Any information concerning the qualifications of the above stockholders should
be communicated in writing to Barbara
Riepe, Municipal Clerk, Township of Scotch
Plains, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076 of Scotch Plains.
Olympia Wines & Spirits
2520-2540 Rt 22 East
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
1 T - 4/7/05, Times
Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
The Scotch Plains Department of Public
Works will be picking up branches,
gumballs and leaves starting April 25th.
Residents are advised that branches
should be piled separately at the curb.
Vegetative waste should not be placed at
the curbside until April 15th. Please no
plastic bags. The Township will only make
one sweep, so please make sure everything is out by April 25th.
Spring Clean-up will take place during
the month of June. This year residents
wishing to participate will be required to
purchase a permit. No vegetative waste
will be picked up during spring clean-up.
Further details will be provided in the
Spring Township newsletter. Information
will also be available on the township
website. Additional information or other
questions may be directed to DPW at
(908) 322-6700 ext. 243.
1 T - 4/7/05, The Times
Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that ordinances as follows were passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
March 29, 2005.
Claire J. Gray
Acting Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1847
AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1848
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.
1836 ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE
CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 2,
“ADMINISTRATION,” ARTICLE II, TOWN OFFICERS
AND EMPLOYEES, DIVISION
3, PERSONNEL POSITIONS
AND SALARY SCHEDULE,”
SEC. 2-12.28, “SCHEDULE.”
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1849
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
GENERAL ORDINANCE 1835
FIXING THE ANNUAL SALARIES FOR THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL MEMBERS AND
CERTAIN OFFICERS AND
EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD
1 T - 4/7/05, The Leader
Fee: $30.60

WESTFIELD
Redeemer Lutheran School
229 Cowperthwaite Pl. at Clark
Sat. April 9, 2005, 9am-2pm
*Housewares *Toys
*Outdoor items *Sports
*Electronics *Furniture
*and MUCH MORE!!
HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp.
needed. Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req.,
min. 4 hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr.
coverage. Wkday 9am - 1 pm or
1-5pm slots are perfect for parents of school children. Childcare
reimbursement available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.
Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details
BANKING

FT & PT Tellers
Scotch Plains, NJ
Apply online @ unitybank.com
Benefits include: competitive
salary, medical, dental, life
insurance, paid vacation, 401K.
Fax resume to: (908) 713-4349
Attn: Bonnie Steinert, HR Mgr.
Email: careers@unitybank.com

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF EDUCATION
OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
sealed bids will be received by the Board
of Education of the Town of Westfield,
New Jersey, in the Board of Education
office, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090, at 10:00 AM (Prevailing
Time) on April 19, 2005 at which time bids
will be publicly opened and read aloud for:
“SECOND
FLOOR
RESTROOM RENOVATIONS
AT FRANKLIN SCHOOL, R2029A”
Plans and Specifications will be available on April 8, 2005.
Plans, specifications, form of bid, contract and bond for the proposed work and
other contract documents thereto, as prepared by M. Disko Associates, are on file
in their offices at 151 Sumner Avenue,
Kenilworth, New Jersey 07033, and may
be examined at the office of M. Disko
Associates during normal business hours.
Bidders will be furnished with a copy of
the Plans and Specifications by the Engineer, upon proper notice and payment of
a check for Sixty-five ($ 65.00 ) Dollars
for each set, payable to M. DISKO ASSOCIATES, said cost being the reproduction
price of the documents and is not returnable.
Proposal forms (as contained in the
Specifications) provide for the awarding of
all the work to the lowest qualified bidder
under a single contract.
The guaranty accompanying the bid shall
be given in the amount of ten percent
(10%) of the bid and may be given at the
option of the bidder by a Certified Check or
Bid Bond from a reputable insurance company.
If the bid exceeds $20,000.00, bibbers
must be prequalified by the New Jersey
Department of the treasury, Division of
Building and Construction, prior to the
date bids are received. Any bid submitted
under the terms of the New Jersey statues
not including a copy of a valid and active
Prequalification/Classification Certificate
will be rejected as being non-responsive
to bid requirements.
All bidders must be prequalified in accordance with Chapter 105, Laws of 1962,
as amended by Chapter 188, Laws of
1968 as set forth in Instructions to Bidders.
Labor in connection with the project shall
be paid not less than wages as listed in
Prevailing Wage Rate Determination pursuant to Chapter 150 of the New Jersey
Laws of 1963, or the U. S. Department of
Labor Wage Determinations, whichever
are higher for each class of labor.
Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq., pertaining to the “Public School Contracts Law.”
Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of Affirmative Action Regulation P.L. 1975, Chapter 127 (NJAC
17:27).
Bids may be held by the Board of Education for a period not to exceed sixty (60)
days from the date of the opening of Bids
for the purpose of reviewing the bids and
investigating the qualifi-cations of bidders,
prior to awarding of the Contract.
The Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any or all bids or to waive
informality in the bidding if in its judgment
the School Board and public interest will
be served by so doing.
By order of the Board of Education,
Westfield, New Jersey.
Robert Berman
Business Administrator
1 T - 4/7/05, The Leader
Fee: $74.46
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LOCAL STAR
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WINNING BUNNY…Jack McKinley, 7, of Westfield recently won first place in his age
category for his entry into the annual Easter picture-coloring contest sponsored by Drug
Fair. Jack and other category prizewinners were given a choice of prizes from throughout
the store. The annual coloring contest has been held at the store for many years and is
one of two yearly coloring contests held at the store. Pictured, above, the Westfield store
manager, Carl Nazzaro, stands with Jack while he holds his prizes and winning entry.
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ch on A
pr
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Apr
pr.. 16
WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series of
Westfield will present Los Angeles-

Leah JJar
ar
vis
arvis
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Mrs. Jarvis is also proud of Courtney’s
pottery pieces, and reported that Liz
will be studying crafts, such as glassblowing and beadwork, in California after graduating WHS. Witnessing Katherine’s growth as an artist,
from her freshman year to Art I, has
also brought a hearty smile to the
teacher’s face.
Where does such an amazing display
of creativity come from?
“I believe it is part natural talent
and what the district does for its
students,” she concluded. “The kids
are very enthusiastic and willing to
walk through the doors of this classroom, where they don’t mind becoming involved in hard work and
being challenged.”

based singer/songwriters Lowen &
Navarro in concert at the First United
Methodist Church, 1 East Broad
Street in Westfield, on Saturday, April
16.
Freebo & Photoglo will open for
Lowen & Navarro, and doors will
open at 7:30 p.m., with the concert
beginning at 8 p.m. The $14 admission fee will benefit Habitat for Humanity.
Lowen & Navarro have recorded
five CDs including their own acousticbased arrangements and lyrics. Artists
such as Pat Benatar, The Bangles, The
Four Tops, Dave Edmunds, The Temptations, and others have recorded their
works.
For more information on the duo,
please visit www.lownav.com.
Reservations are strongly recommended, and may be made by calling
the concert hotline at (908) 522-1501
or e-mailing concerts4causes@aol.com.
Please leave a first and last name, the
number of seats needed and a telephone number.

Qu
uee en of Ar
Artt s
Craft Projects, Books, and Patterns
For All the Year ‘Round

Wonder
ful Watches, Water
color
onderful
atercolor
Keep Track of SSpringtime
pringtime
eauty
pringtime’’s B
Beauty
cations, “Painting the Impressionist
Watercolor” by Lee Boynton and
Linda Gottlieb (2004, $24.95)
Darice, a leader in top-quality craft
or “The Art of Watercolor” by
supplies since 1954 in Ohio, has
Charles LeClair (1999, $29.95).
manufactured all of the tools and
“Painting…” puts the history
ingredients for crafting a chic ribof watercolor and examples by
bon watch sure to be admired by
noted artists at the front of the
friends who will want to know,
volume, recommends the
“How did you make that?”
proper supplies, and helps artFor Darice, Olga Sinnamond deists become familiar with a
signed the grosgrain ribbon watch,
color palette. Readers also learn
which features Darice’s flawless Jewhow to depict artificial, reelry Designer line of products, inflected, and natural indoor and
cluding their Serpentine Watch
outdoor light. Finally, this book
Face in Silver, silver end crimps,
helps artists learn how to make
silver D-rings, and other findings.
black and white value scales,
The finished product, which
arrange still life compositions,
took about a half-hour to design,
and create block studies.
is a polished and professional time“The Art of Watercolor”
piece that I will be proud to present
also entices and inspires readto my cousin for her birthday.
ers with striking examples of
Through Interweave Press,
watercolors before teaching
Beadwork Magazine has published
artists about the importance
its “Beadwork Creates” series with
of not using cheap canvasses
three must-have guidebooks for
and supplies to create their
the jewelry designer. These thin
own masterpieces. Mr. LeClair
volumes, edited by Jean Campbell
shares unique secrets with his
and $16.95 each, arm artisans with
readers – such as using a
the necessary instructions for usViewfinder, cameras and
ing beads of all facets, hues and
slide projectors to achieve
dimensions to create stunning
necklaces, bracelets and rings. A watch made with composition and to transDarice
products.
late light through waterSome of the most imprescolor.
sive projects include Sharon
These two Watson-Guptill
Bateman’s decadent Wagon
books simply ooze with viWheels bracelet, JoAnn Allard’s
brant tips and techniques
regal Byzantine King necklace,
guaranteed to make the amaand Lisa Gettings’ versatile
teur watercolorist a budding
Beaded Cluster Ring.
expert.
Ms. Campbell also wrote
Finally, celebrate the joy of
Interweave’s “Getting Started
individual colors with the
Stringing Beads” (2005, $16.95),
“Colors Address Book” by
which advises, “The process of
Beth Nelson (Chronicle
stringing bead after bead is engagBooks, 2004, $16.95). From
ingly meditative.” From the first
A to Z, Nelson, the owner of
step into a bead shop to the final
a London-based graphic demoment of creation, the author
sign company, brightens up
uses helpful charts, full-color phoyour acquaintances’ addresses
tographs and simple language to
with bold hues like Yellow
give the novice beadworker the
Zest and Azul. Every entry
confidence he/she needs.
offers a space for friends’ faGrab a lawn chair and a cooler
vorite colors to be indicated.
filled you’re your favorite
Springtime brings to mind
munchies and head over to your
bursts of color and the drive
favorite park this spring. But, don’t
to create something new and
forget “The Watercolor Sketchexciting. Whether using a
book Kit” by Curtis Tappenden
brush for watercolors or cap(Chronicle Books, 2002, $22.95).
turing time with a trendy
Just a few weeks ago, I used this
handmade watch, seize the seakit, which includes a 144-page
son for all it is worth.
guidebook, 96-page watercolor
*******
pad, five watercolor blocks in
a porcelain palette and two “Wagon Wheels” “Colors” and “The WatercolorSketchbookKit”areavailsturdy brushes, to create my bracelet.
able
at
own impulsive floral watercolor. After finishing the edges of the water- www.chroniclebooks.com, the Watsoncolor with some decorative scissors Guptill books may be purchased at all
and embellishing with ribbon and major booksellers or through their
sentiments, this kit helped me create websites, Interweave Press books may be
bought at www.interweavepress.com,
a last-minute birthday card.
Maybe you would like to brush up and Darice products may be found at all
on your watercolor skills. If so, find major craft stores and perused at
a copy of the Watson-Guptill publi- www.darice.com.
By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNT
Y – The Union County
COUNTY
Board of Chosen Freeholders will host a
free grant-writing workshop for community arts organizations, schools, libraries,
health and social service agencies and
other non-profit groups on Wednesday,
April 13, at 7 p.m. in the Union County
Administration Building Annex, 300
North Avenue, East in Westfield.
The workshop will provide specific
information and guidelines for completing applications for the Union County
Arts Grant Program. Funds are made
available through the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, Department of State,
a partner agency with the National Endowment for the Arts.
All non-profit groups and arts organizations that wish to offer an arts project to
the public are eligible to apply for grant
funds. Arts activities held from January 1
to December 31 of 2006 are eligible.
“An organization in search of funding

needs a well-constructed grant proposal,”
said Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, liaison to the Cultural and Heritage Programs Advisory Board.
She said the workshop will “take organizers through the process of writing a
grant proposal step-by-step and discuss the
specific components of a successful application, including a description of the project,
the budget and the marketing plan.”
Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor
said, “The purpose of the grant program
is to enrich the quality of life in Union
County by stimulating and supporting
the production, presentation and creation of the arts.”
To register for the workshop or to
obtain more information, please write
the county’s Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth 07202, call (908) 558-2550, or email culturalinfo@ucnj.org. Relay users
may dial 7-1-1.

Fanwood Ar
ts Council Plans
Arts
Poetr
kshop on A
pr
oetryy Wor
orkshop
Apr
pr.. 17
FANW
OOD – In celebration of
ANWOOD
National Poetry Month, the Fanwood
Arts Council will host a free poetry
workshop on Sunday, April 17, from 1
to 3 p.m. at the Patricia Kuran Arts
Center on Watson Road, next to
Fanwood Borough Hall.
The workshop will be led by
Fanwood poet and editor Tom Plante,
publisher of EXIT 13 magazine, an
annual poetry publication produced in
the borough since 1988.
In addition to discussing sources of
inspiration for writing poetry, Mr.
Plante will offer suggestions about

how to get poetry published. He
will also display a variety of poetry
magazines and resource directories
published in New Jersey and elsewhere.
The workshop will be followed by a
reading of poetry by winners of the
2004 Fanny Wood Day Poetry Contest: John Kenworthy of Elizabeth,
Barbara Wirkus of Kenilworth and
Gary Szelc of Fanwood.
For more information about the
workshop, upcoming events or directions to the center, please call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298.

POPCORN™

Melinda and M
elinda:
Melinda
Good and M
ediocr
Mediocr
ediocree
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ POPCORNS

Melinda and Melinda, the latest film by
Woody Allen, attempts to prove you can
have your tragedy and eat it, too. Or,
something like that. And it has me thinking
I might write a Country Western song.
Last year my dog died. Then, just a few
months later, after a 75-year run, the art
deco Jersey City wonder that was my
favorite Chinese restaurant closed down
for good. And now, approaching the
twilight of his career, one of my very
favorite filmmakers has again decided to
go off on a tangent. I’m singing the “I
Don’t Have Time for This” blues.
This artistic experimentation was all
well and good 20 and 30 years ago. When
Allen threw us for a loop in 1978 with
Interiors, we figured he had a right to his
serious side. As long as he didn’t overdo it.
And his Stardust Memories (1980), a
Bergmanesque assault on the fans who
“liked him better when he was funny,”
turns out much better than we may have
thought. We’ve had the decades to put his
movie career in perspective.
Of course we grew a little impatient in
1982 when he let loose his overly coy and
pretentious Midsummer Night’s Sex
Comedy. It was bad enough we were
losing some of our friends to drugs and
cults. To what were we losing Woody?
But then, like a canny pitcher who’s
been saving that great pitch for just the
right moment, he throws the very special
Broadway Danny Rose (1984) at us. Oh
ye of little faith, thought we of us.
That’s pretty much the way it’s gone
ever since. For every September (1987)
or Alice (1990), he has inevitably redeemed himself with a Crimes and Misdemeanors (1989) or a Mighty
Aphrodite (1995). And if you’ll pardon
another sports metaphor, batting .500
is pretty good in any league.
In short, there have been times I’ve
been disappointed with this national
treasure. And with Melinda and
Melinda, here we go again. But I’ve
never wanted my money back. That’s
part of the trip if you truly believe in an
artist, or a team, or a mate. I’m glad for
the opportunity. Lerner and Loewe
didn’t write a hit every time. Truth be
told, this review isn’t going all that well
either. So I’d better get to the film itself.
It starts out somewhat reminiscent of
the opening to Broadway Danny Rose.
Only this go-round, instead of comedians at a deli, the group in deep discussion
at a Chinese restaurant is made up of
successful, highbrow playwrights and
their ilk. And the philosophical question
both furling their brows and stretching
the laugh muscles at the corners of their
mouths is, “Is life tragic or comic?”
Apparently, “How many angels can
you fit on the head of a pin?” and “Is man
inherently good or bad?” were already
taken. But no matter. This serves the
auteur’s purpose, which is to be obscure,
entertaining and intelligent, all in one fell
swoop. In other words, like most of his
career, he rarely takes the easy way.
Hence, while Sy (Wallace Shawn), a
successful purveyor of Broadway farces
contends laughter makes the world go
‘round, a colleague insists it’s tragedy
that makes Sammy run. The roundtable
contributes its opinions.
But it’s Sy who steers the hypothesis
that is to become the plot. And to prove
his point, he uses the example of dueling Melindas, both engagingly portrayed
by Radha Mitchell. Switching back and
forth, from his humorous point of view
to a dark alternative emphasizing the
tragedy of Melinda’s plight, we have two
tales of the same person. Her life is a

mess, though the smiley mask version is
certainly more drastic than the other.
Note, however, that she is a tough
customer. If the description weren’t so
unladylike, we’d say she was full of spit
and vinegar. Tragedy or comedy, this is
one gal who won’t go softly into the
night. And so the inevitable question is,
can Melinda find happiness, or at least
redemption, despite the sins (or misfortunes) of her past?
In the more severe account, a disheveled, pill-popping, booze-demanding
Melinda, just arrived from the Midwest,
barges in on a polite dinner party being
given by actor Lee (Jonny Lee Miller)
and his wife Laurel (Chloe Sevigny).
This Melinda, having cheated on her
doctor-husband, has lost custody of her
children. And it has led her from one illstarred affair to the next. But now, thanks
to Lee and Laurel, she meets the mannerly Ellis Moonsong (Chiwetel Ejiofor),
a budding young composer who may or
may not be her knight in shining armor.
Meanwhile, in the funnier Melinda
story, our childless and heretofore hapless heroine lives downstairs. And the
soiree she dazedly waltzes in on is being
given by indie film producer Susan
(Amanda Peet) and her underemployed
actor husband, Hobie, played by Will
Ferrell. You don’t have to be a marriage
counselor to know that their union isn’t
going anywhere. Woody chalks it up to
their attitudes. Susan, as well as just
about everyone else in both groups,
deserves the adjectival phrase, self-absorbed, placed before her name.
But not so much Hobie. You see, with
Allen absenting himself from the script,
most likely for reasons of age, Ferrell
will be remembered for exacting with
comical panache the Woody role. That
is, the likeable schnook. You can guess
how that may or may not figure insofar
as Melinda is concerned.
As experiment, the movie is admirable. Plus it has some novelty value.
Tongue-in-cheek comparisons between
the film’s multiple personalities, either
proving or discounting fate, ruminating death or bemoaning infidelity are
sometimes witty. And solid acting performances in both Melinda milieus give
Allen adequate space to love-hate what
is of late passing as New York’s young
cognoscenti. You really want to tell some
of these fops where to get off.
On a scene-by-scene basis, the
filmmaker’s signature is there. Blips of
philosophical insight lope across the screen.
And then there’s the humor, both vintage
and nouvelle. While Ferrell gets to spew
the bulk of Woodyisms, true to the contradictory spirit of the effort, laughs also
come in the most unlikely spots. As Sy
succinctly puts it, “He’s despondent, he’s
desperate, he’s suicidal. All the comic elements are in place.”
It must have looked good on paper.
In fact, rummaging its parts for the
purposes of this review, it comes to
mind that this might have done better if
it were a paper … a graduate school
thesis. It would have probably received
a better grade than it’s getting here.
But it’s a film, and while a valiant try,
what it attempts amounts to cinematic
alchemy. Falling short of that goal, the
process is visible if not self-conscious. And
thus Melinda and Melinda fails to integrate
into one full-bodied entertainment.
*******
Melinda and M
elinda
Melinda
elinda, rated PG-13, is
a Fox Searchlight Pictures release directed
by Woody Allen and stars Radha Mitchell,
Will Ferrell and Chloe Sevigny. Running
time: 100 minutes.

NEW POSITION...Juan Pineda, left, has been promoted to the position of New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Associate Director. He is pictured, above,
with Dr. Theodore Schlosberg, NJWA Founder and Executive Director.
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WESTFIELD – Juan Pineda, veteran Broadway actor, vocal music instructor at the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts’ (NJWA) Music Studio,
and co-founder of the Little Opera
Company of New Jersey, has been selected as Associate Director of NJWA.
In this position, Mr. Pineda will be
responsible for specific managerial duties and work closely with NJWA
Founder and Executive Director Dr.
Theodore Schlosberg, to help achieve
the organization’s goals.
Mr. Pineda has been a member of the
NJWA for the past five years. He has
directed the summer theater productions at the Westfield Summer Workshop and is the director of the NJWA’s
Musical Theater Workshop.
Recently, he played the role of
Ricardo in the Little Opera Company
of New Jersey’s production of Verdi’s

Un Ballo In Maschera. Prior to his
joining NJWA, he was a member of the
cast of Miss Saigon and an international cast of The King and I.
He also appeared recently at Lincoln
Center in the Fourth Annual Concert of
Excellence, which recognizes AsianAmericans who have contributed to the
arts. His other theatrical credits include
various opera, stage, cabaret, film and
recording projects, both internationally
and within the United States.
Dr. Schlosberg said Mr. Pineda was
selected “for his vision, commitment
to students and parents, and his educational and administrative background.
His creativity and implementation of
ideas, along with his proven managerial skills, have led to tremendous success in all his endeavors. His appointment will be a key factor in the future
development of the NJWA.”
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WESTFIELD – The Westfield Community Concert Band, under the direction of Maestro Thomas Connors, is
preparing for their 93rd Season of Summer Concerts in Mindowaskin Park.
Dr. Connors, Director of Instrumental Music Studies and Assistant
Professor of Music Education at Kean
University, will celebrate his inaugural

The Westfield Community Concert
Band is seeking experienced musicians
on the baritone horn, tuba, trombone
or oboe for potential vacancies. Musicians must be available for rehearsals on
Wednesday evenings from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. at the Community Room in the
Westfield Municipal Building, along
with the aforementioned concert dates.

The Westfield Community Concert Band

season with the band this summer.
This season’s performances will be
held on Thursdays, June 23, and 30,
and July 7, 14, and 21, at 7:30 p.m. in
Mindowaskin’s gazebo.

To participate or for more information,
please call Dr. Connors at (908) 737-4327.
The band is sponsored by the
Westfield Recreation Department,
Bruce Kaufmann, Director.
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Music
Sets Last JJazz
azz JJam
am of Year
MURRA
Y HILL — Suburban ComMURRAY
munity Music Center (SCMC) will host
the last Jazz Jam of the academic year on
Sunday April 10, from 6:30 to 9 p.m. in the
SCMC’s Mini Recital Hall at 570 Central
Avenue in New Providence. Jazz Jams are
free and open to the public.
Organized by composer, recording artist and SCMC faculty member Eric
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MOUNT
AINSIDE – The Potters’
MOUNTAINSIDE
Guild of New Jersey will present its
Spring Pottery Show and Sale on Saturday, April 16, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Sunday, April 17, from noon to 5

“Green Teapot” by Mountainside potter Judy Musicant.

p.m. at the Community Presbyterian
Church, 1459 Deer Path in
Mountainside. Admission is free.
A selection of porcelain, stoneware,
red ware and other pieces will be available, as well as functional pieces, oneof-a-kind sculptures and decorative
objects of art.
Only cash and checks will be accepted on all purchases.
For more information, please visit
www.pottersguildnj.org.

Olsen, the Jazz Jam will also include a
faculty woodwinds specialist, bassist and
drummer. Non-alcoholic refreshments
will be served.
For the best opportunity to perform
during these sessions, please mail a note to
Suburban Community Music Center, 570
Central Avenue, Murray Hill, 07974 or
send a fax to (908) 790-0142. Please include the participant’s name, age, telephone
number, instrument he/she will bring (piano and drums are provided), how many
years he/she has played, and how long he/
she has received musical instruction. Please
also enclose a list of the pieces to play.
For more information about the Jazz Jam,
please call SCMC at (908) 790-0700.
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COUNT
Y – Jeanie Bryson, the
COUNTY
daughter of the late Dizzy Gillespie and
songwriter Connie Bryson, will present a
special lecture and musical performance
at the United Way of Greater Union
County’s Women’s Leadership Initiative
Spring Networking Night at the Galloping Hill Inn in Union on Tuesday, May
10, from 5:30 to 8 p.m.
All proceeds will benefit the United
Way’s Community Fund, which supports over 100 local programs for children and youth, senior citizens, people
with disabilities and families in crisis.
Ms. Bryson’s lecture will focus on “Celebrating Mothers and Daughters.” Her
mother, Connie, will also attend.
Tickets are $40 each, including hot
and cold hors d’oeuvres, chaffing dishes
and a cash bar.
For more information, please call
Lorraine Wojtowicz at (908) 353-7171,
extension no. 117 or e-mail
lorraine.wojtowicz@uwguc.org.
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By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Between 2:05 and
2:45 p.m. on a quiet Thursday afternoon in March, Westfield High School
(WHS) art teacher Leah Jarvis can be
found encouraging students like
Griffith Simms, 18, to create one of his
best storyboards.
“What’s the difference between this
one and that one?” he asked the teacher,
affectionately known to some of her
pupils as “Jarvi,” while pointing to the

Mrs. Jarvis graduated from Long Island University in New York and
Bridgeport University in Connecticut.
She received her Bachelor of Science
degree in Fine Arts and Education,
with a minor in art therapy.
After teaching in Elizabeth and
briefly at Roosevelt Intermediate School
in Westfield, Mrs. Jarvis currently
teaches Art I and World Crafts Sampler, which offers students a taste of
different ethnic backgrounds and crafts
associated with cultures through sand-

Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CREATIVE MENTOR…Westfield High School art teacher Leah
Jarvis discusses some options for finishing off a student’s patch
quilt with photograph transfers. The student attends Ms. Jarvis’
half-year World Crafts Sampler class.

enhance the program.
Fine Arts Department Supervisor
Dr. Linda King “is behind us 100
percent,” noted Mrs. Jarvis, who, in
2003, received the Foose Memorial
Award for Excellence in Education.
“The parents are also very supportive of all of the arts, the students needs
and teachers’ professional development
needs,” she said.
Watching parents proudly hanging
students’ artwork in downtown merchants’ windows every year to celebrate
National Youth Art Month, as well as
the cooperation between the businessowners, parents and teachers to bring
the event together, also demonstrates
to Mrs. Jarvis the uniqueness and devotion of the school district.
When she began teaching in
Westfield, she told The Leader/Times,
she was impressed with the caliber of
creativity demonstrated by the students.
“But now,” she noted, “it seems the
students are even more comfortable
within themselves to take on larger
pieces of art. They don’t stay the minimum amount of time for class, but
they want to stay longer.”
Three art teachers, who share Room
235, have watched the enrollment for
the Art I and Art II classes burgeoning
beyond their imaginations. Now, after
working with Dr. King on rewriting
the department’s curriculum, she reported that a Graphics II class would
be added to next fall’s course offerings,

painting, sewing,
quilting, beadwork,
paper-making and
other techniques.
On warmer days,
after spring vacation,
she explained, students will join her
outside to tie-dye fabric in buckets to satisfy the course’s section on that topic.
When asked about
any strides she has
noticed made by the
district’s Fine Arts
Department, Mrs.
Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Jarvis said, “The dis- HE’S TRULY ANIMATED…One of Ms. Jarvis’ students,
trict as a whole is ful- Griffith Simms, who truly has a gift for animation, works on
filling the needs of the a storyboard. He will attend The University of Tampa in
students, especially Florida to further his studies in animation.
with the expansion of the graphic de- following the popularity of last year’s
sign program.” She also pointed to the newly established Graphic I class.
Mrs. Jarvis urges residents to attend
department’s bevy of laptops, scanners, digital cameras and printers, which the 2005 Westfield Schools District
Art Show on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, May 17 to 19, in the WHS
gymnasium, The exhibit, which will
showcase a diverse range of artwork
created
by
students
from
kindergarteners to seniors, will be open
on May 17 and 18, from 9 a.m. to 4
WESTFIELD – The North Jersey “Zimmermann’s Kaffeehaus” will spot- p.m. and 7:30 to 9 p.m., and on May
Bach Festival, formerly the Westfield light chamber music in a coffeehouse 19, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
When asked what criteria is used to
Bach Festival, will be held at various setting inside the Chamber House at
venues from Friday, April 15, to Sun- St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. Tickets select the artwork, she explained, “There
are $20 each and reservations are are gut feelings you get … something
about it appeals to you and you just
strongly recommended.
On Saturday, April 16, at 10:30 know it is worthwhile exhibiting.”
During the show, Mrs. Jarvis ena.m., a symposium on various
gages
the students in an interdiscipliaspects of Bach’s life and works
will be discussed at Patton Audi- nary exercise of writing about and critorium in First Congregational tiquing the exhibition’s pieces.
Another event, which she believes is
Church. Tickets are $15 each.
a
positive
send-off for upcoming gradu“Solo Sweets” will feature solo
music for various instruments ates, is Senior Recognition Night on
on April 16, from 2 to 4 p.m. Wednesday, May 25.
During the evening, which “recogThe program will include cellist
nizes
seniors’ work throughout their
Eliot Bailen, harpsichordist Edward Brewer, violinist Ruotao four years at WHS,” approximately
Mao, and organist Barbara $1,500 in awards and scholarships raised
Thomson. Tickets are $20 apiece. by community groups, citizens or trust
On April 17, at 7:30 p.m., the funds, is given to deserving students.
Make no mistake. Mrs. Jarvis is proud
Gala Festival Concert, which will
of
all of her students. However, when
feature the WSO and Chorus,
CONCERT OFFICIALS...Maestro David Wroe led by David Wroe, will be held asked about some of her biggest stars, she
of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra and or- at First United Methodist mentioned Griffith Simms, Courtney
ganist Barbara Thomson invite residents and Church. Concerto for Two Vio- Franko, Liz Strickland and Katherine Itz.
Heading for The University of Tampa
Bach fans to the North Jersey Bach Festival.
lins in d minor and Brandenburg
Concerto II – Magnificat, will be per- to study animation in the fall, Griffith
day, April 17.
impressed university officials when he
The town-wide event is a collabora- formed.
tion between several Westfield
Tickets are available from the submitted a small example of his anichurches and the Westfield Symphony WSO office, Plainfield Music Store mation, which was enhanced with
Orchestra, presenting the best of Bach or Classical New Jersey Society at music arranged by his brother, a WHS
with chamber music, solo repertoire, (908)
222-1742
or graduate. He also received accolades
a gala orchestra, chorus concert and classicalnjsociety@verizon.net. Tick- for his independent study collage, which
symposium.
ets may be purchased for individual was exhibited at Starbucks last month.
On April 15, at 7:30 p.m., events or at $75 for a weekend pass.
Continued on P
age 19
Page

characters on his storyboard.
“Well, one of the faces isn’t squinting
as much,” she responded.
Later, Sarah, another student is about
to scrap some spare fabric adorned
with photograph transfers she has been
using for a patch quilt.
“Instead of getting rid of it,” advised
Mrs. Jarvis, “why don’t you turn the
fabric into small pillows for graduation
gifts for your friends … or for Sweet 16
presents. You can embellish them with
beading!”
During the independent study period, Mrs. Jarvis told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times about her teaching
career in Westfield Public Schools,
which dates back to 1989, the accomplishments of some of her top students, developments in the district’s
Fine Arts Department, and other issues shaping the confidence and
growth of art pupils in Westfield.
A native of the Pittsburgh, Pa. area,
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNT
AINSIDE — Have you
MOUNTAINSIDE
noticed that scrapbooking groups seem
to be, pardon the pun, cropping up
everywhere? From monthly workshop
sessions,
to
invitation-only
scrapbooking soirees, to all night “scrap
till you drop” slumber parties, the latest trend has taken suburbia by storm.
Largely responsible for the
scrapmania is a company called Creative Memories, the brainchild of
Rhonda Anderson, a housewife, mother
and avid scrapbooker, and Cheryl
Lightle, a photo album company representative.
Who would have guessed that after
just one phone call in 1987, when the
two discussed the endless possibilities
making photo albums, that one day
there would be thousands of people
giving presentations, selling albums and
spreading the photo-preservation message throughout the world?
What has evolved goes something
like this:
It’s 7:30 p.m. and local suburban
housewives walk out of their homes
carrying cases full of photos and meet
up at a convenient venue, such as a
community center or an in-home basement workshop, to practice their craft.
The modern-day moms converge in
droves, much like the quilting bees of
yore. But true to contemporary times,
at scrap sessions, the net results are
individual.
Led by Creative Memories consultants, the gals go right to work. Hightech tools with fancy names to match,
(like the “titletopia”) as well as plenty of
pretty paper are on hand to assist. And
rather than sewing swatches of cloth
from outgrown baby clothes held dear,
there are in tow instead, faded Polaroids
saved in shoeboxes for decades. As snapshots replace fabric, the family vacation is woven together into designer
albums for the enjoyment of generations to come.
Memories are kept alive as journal
entries are penned by hand with metallic markers onto pages promising an
“acid free” environment.
But all work and no play makes Jane
a dull girl, because for most, the beau-

tiful albums that result from regular
attendance at scrap sessions is secondary to the much needed moral support
the women need in their lives, not
much unlike our pioneer forbearers.
But scrapbooking can be addictive.
One self-described scrapbooking junkie
recently confessed that her stash of
stickers could easily replenish an entire
aisle at A.C. Moore. So serious are
some, they supplement the urge to cut
and tape (never paste!) by hosting home

Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CREATING MEMORIES FROM OTHER MEMORIES...“Queen of the Crop”
Marianne Jennings of Mountainside constructs a page for her scrapbook during the
“Scrap till you drop” marathon at Embassy Suites in Parsippany. The event featured two
consultants from Creative Memories, who, according to their website, “teach scrapbookers
the importance of and techniques for organizing, documenting and preserving their
photographs and memorabilia in safe, meaningful, keepsake albums.”

parties in between scheduled scrap
sessions.
There are also special occasion scraps
like the Croptoberfest in the fall, and
the festivities on National Scrapbooking
Day in the spring, where the customary crowning of the “Queen of the
Crop” takes place.
Then there’s the annual overnight retreat – like the one held at the Embassy
Suites in Parsippany last month when
two local Creative Memories consultants
and their respective groups united for a
“scrap till you drop” marathon.
Akin to two brownie troops meeting
together at Camp Hoover, (each complete with their own mishagas) the la-

Diversity Was Key
Element in NJCVA
Juried Art Exhibit
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

cases the diversity — both in cultural
representation as well as media selections — that has come to be synonymous with this NJCVA show.
“As a curator whose engagement with
contemporary art lies outside the Western mainstream, I was both excited and
challenged by the prospect of judging

SUMMIT — Those who love art in
all of its manifestations are in for a real
treat when they visit the 19th Annual
International Juried Show, sponsored by
the New Jersey Center for Visual Arts,
(NJCVA). The exhibit will run through
Friday, April 15.
Due to Access to Art,
NJCVA’s current renovation and expansion
of the 68 Elm Street
building which houses
the Palmer Gallery, this
year’s International
Juried Show is being
presented at the 34-36
Maple Street Gallery
in downtown Summit.
Dr. Christa Clarke,
Curator of Art from
Africa, the Americas
and the Pacific, at The
Newark Museum, is
Photos courtesy of Jackie Park, NJCVA
serving as juror. She Cheryl Grisback’s piece earned “Best
in Show” distinction.
had the monumental
task of reviewing slides of over 700 the 2005 NJCVA International Juried
entries of individual artworks in all show. The range of media embraced by
mediums from around the world.
artists- from the ancient art of encausHer final selection of 48 pieces show- tic to digital memory - was particularly
striking,” explained Dr. Clarke.
Forty-seven artists in all contributed
SATURDAY
to the show; 15 were from New Jersey.
Although entries were received from
APRIL 9, 2005
Canada, South America and Asia, all
the artwork in the show is from the
8PM
Continental United States. The pieces
Union County Arts Center, Rahway
consist of photographs, drawings,
paintings, sculpture, prints, mixed
Symphony No. 4
media creations, fiber art presentations
and a metal-smithing object.
Cheryl Griesbach of Highlands won
Edison Invents (world premiere)
the Best in Show award for her oil on
board, “Requiem on the Navasink,”
Conducted by
NJMTA Concerto Competition Winners
while Esther Lee of Florham Park won
Stars of tomorrow play movements of concerto masterpieces
the Watercolor Award for “Cloudy
Mountains,” and The Jurgen Thieck
FREE PRE-CONCERT LECTURE BY ROBERT ALDRIDGE AT 7PM
Memorial Award for Photography went
(Robert Aldridge is the Music Alive Composer-in-Residence)
to Paul Weiner of Massachusetts, for
his “Cibachrome, Safe Haven.”
Many pieces of art in the Juried
Call (908) 232-9400 for tickets or visit any of our ticket outlets:
Show are for sale. While prices range
from $150 to $8,500, most are beWESTFIELD: Westfield Symphony office • Lancaster Ltd. • Town Book Store
tween $300 and $1,000. A percentage
RAHWAY: Union County Arts Center
of each sale is donated to NJCVA ExCRANFORD: Martin Jewelers
hibitions Program, which seeks to encourage the understanding and appreSCOTCH PLAINS: Beautiful Things
ciation of contemporary arts.
Exhibit hours at the Maple Avenue GalWWW.WESTFIELDSYMPHONY.COM
lery are Mondays to Fridays from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m., Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Edison Invents sponsored by The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
and Sundays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Funding has been made possible in part through a grant by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.
For more information on NJCVA
The Residency of Robert Aldridge is made possible through Music Alive, a residency program of the American Symphony Orchestra League and Meet The Composer. This national program
classes, workshops and special exhibiis designed to provide orchestras with resources and tools to support their presentation of new music to the public and build support for new music within their institutions.
tions, please visit www.njcva.org or call
Funding for Music Alive is provided by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and The Aaron Copland Fund for Music.
(908) 273-9121.

BEETHOVEN
COHEN

DAVID WROE

dies shared tips and showed off their
best work, along with intermittent instruction by the “leaders” on how to use
the latest product. To add to the multilevel marketing craze, a Mary Kay consultant dropped by to offer complimentary hand massages to the gals when
their hands, so cramped, could no longer
operate their “corner rounders.”
Along with the usual exchange of
playful banter, an ounce (or two) of
gossip was more than a gratuitous dose

of off-color humor as the clock approached the wee hours of the morning. If there’s a producer out there
interested, here’s an idea for a new
reality sitcom. Marvelous modern-day
moms in their pajamas, up to all hours
of the night cropping, scraping, and
kvetching. Desperate Scrapbookers, indeed.
Why not get in on the fun — to find
a scrap group in your area, log onto
www.creativememories.com, click on
the consultant locator link, and tell
hubby not to wait up.

Get Outta
The House
By CAROL F. DAVIS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The D
iv
ersity Ar
Div
iversity
Artt G
Galler
alleryy in
aller
Clar
k will feature the work of Lydia
Clark
Watson, from Sunday, April 10, to
Sunday, June 12. This Plainfield
native uses diverse mediums, and
has received various awards. The
opening will be on April 10 from 1
to 4 p.m., and admission is free.
Gallery hours are on Sundays only,
and it is located at 4 Valley Road.
For more information call (732) 5741479.
*******
Take a trip back in time with an
evening of nostalgic bee-bop, smooth
tunes, and rock’n’roll with Kenny
Vance and the Planotones, Shirley
Alston Reeves of the Shirelles, and Jay
or
um
For
orum
Siegel & the Tokens at The F
Theatr
Theatree Company in Metuchen.
They will be there for one night only,
on Friday, April 8, at 8 p.m. Tickets are
$50, and can be reserved by calling
(732) 548-0582, or visiting
www.forumtheatrecompany.com.
*******
Also on April 10 at 4 p.m., there will
be one performance of The Laramie
Project at the United Church of Christ
Congregational in Plainfield. Told in
the words of those who lived it, the
play is about the brutal murder of
homosexual college student Matthew
Shepard, and is based on more than
200 interviews conducted in Laramie,
Wyo. over the following year and a
half. Although admission is free, donations will be collected, and proceeds will benefit the Matthew Shepard
Foundation. The church is located at
220 West Seventh Street.
*******
Organist Mark Trautman will
perform at 4 p.m. on April 10 at
Trinity Episcopal Church in
Cranford. The concert is part of the
usic in a
Music
church’s Ninth Annual M
Sacr
ed P
lace ’04-’05 Concer
eacred
Place
Concertt SSeries. Admission is $10 for the general public and $5 for students. A
reception will follow. The church is
on the corner of Forest and North
Avenues.
*******
The Westfield SSymphony
ymphony O
rOrchestra will be at the Union County
Arts Center in Rahway on Saturday,
April 9, at 8 p.m. They will perform
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 6 in F
“Pastorale,” and the world premiere of
Cohen’s Edison Invents, featuring baritone Ron Bohmer. Tickets are $25 to
$60. For more information, visit
www.ucac.org, or call the box office at
(732) 499-8226.

