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COINS INTO DOLLARS…The Westfield United Way (WUW) receives a $1,000
check from donations of customers who dropped coins in a counter box, with the
sum matched by Panera Bread of Westfield. Pictured above, from left to right,
are: WUW Executive Director Linda Maggio, WUW Campaign Chairman Tom
Cusimano, and Charlotte Floyd, Assistant Manager of the Westfield store.

Are you about to receive a lump
sum distribution from your
employer’s retirement plan?

If you are planning to accept another job or retire in the near future,
we strongly urge you to speak to one of our Financial Advisors.* 
We can show you strategies to help keep your distribution intact.

You will learn about:

• How recent tax law changes can affect required 
minimum distributions

• How a Rollover IRA can help your retirement plan 
money grow tax-deferred

• How much income you will need to maintain your 
current lifestyle

• How to invest your distribution to help maximize income 
potential and preserve principal

For a complimentary consultation, call:
800-352-7930 800-932-0093
109 North Avenue 379 Thornall Street
Westfield, NJ 07090 Edison, NJ 08818

Our offices will be open on Saturday, April 9, from 
9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. to help you establish an IRA before 
the April 15 deadline.

*UBS Financial Services Inc. does not provide tax or legal advice. Please consult
your tax advisor or legal professional regarding your specific situation.

ab©2005 UBS Financial Services Inc. All Rights Reserved. Member SIPC.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

www.sg-cpas.com

Located at
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500
Fax: 908-889-9501

For All Your Tax &
Financial Service Needs

File Your Extensions With Us
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“Helping People”

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

By Westfield BOE Candidate Ann Ormsby Cary

Why I’m running for the
Westfield School Board

By Westfield BOE Candidate William Ziff

Strategic Plan Identifies Our
Mission, Beliefs and Actions

By Westfield BOE Candidate Gary McCready

Special Education Can Be
Improved In Several Ways

To those uninitiated in the budget
process, the Board of Education ap-
pears to temporarily lose sight of the
2004-2007 Strategic Plan, in the din
and confusion of figures and account-
ing principles. But it is the Strategic
Plan, after all, which identified our
mission, beliefs and action steps nec-
essary to realize productive, ethical
and responsible citizens.

The district’s mission provides the
district is “...a system built on suc-
cessful cooperation among family,
school and community... to prepare
all students to reach their highest
potential and to become productive,
ethical and responsible citizens
through rigorous educational pro-
grams, which respect individual dif-
ferences and diversity.”

The authors of the Strategic Plan
are participating members of the com-
munity, administration, faculty, stu-
dents and board members. The mis-
sion furnishes us with a road map to
navigate and to furnish a standard by
which we can gauge our progress.

My experience on the Board of
Education, when viewed in the con-
text of the mission, makes me very
proud of the students, the administra-
tion and the faculty. The significant
role of a Board member is to be sen-
sitive to all concerns and to adopt an
inquiring mind to understand the pa-
rameters and dynamics of issues.

I believe it is the role of profes-
sional administrators to respond to
those concerns and inquiries. Being
sensitive to concerns requires the suc-
cessful cooperation with family and
community.

The district has more successes
than shortcomings. Our cooperative
effort with the community has been
successful in many illustrative in-

stances, such as the Boosters, the
PTOs and Rotary International.

The perceived cooperative effort with
town council and administration seems
to be less successful because of the
notoriety surrounding controversial
projects, such as high school parking.

Our taxpayers should be made
aware of, and no doubt will appreci-
ate, the actual cooperative efforts of
the business administrators of the
board and the town. I propose the re-
establishment of a liaison committee
with the town which would structure
these constructive cooperative efforts,
giving the taxpayers an opportunity
to see their government partnering to
save while continuing to offer the
highest caliber of service.

Like many others, I am frustrated
over the delay in reaching a resolu-
tion to the high school parking situa-
tion. I was a member of the planning
board, which expressed concern for
parking at the high school as memo-
rialized in its Master Plan in 2002.
The proposed plan takes into consid-
eration the interests of all.

I thank the citizens of Westfield for
the opportunity to have served on the
Board of Education and request they
support the budget and my candidacy.

My name is Ann Ormsby Cary and
I am running for the Westfield Board
of Education.

If elected, I will work for: a rigor-
ous and consistent academic curricu-
lum; better communication between
home and school; increased guidance
services — services for all children
here in Westfield.

What would I bring to the board?
— Volunteer experience. As the
Tamaques PTO Co-President and as
a volunteer at the Edison Intermedi-
ate School, I have been very involved
in extracurricular activities and
fundraising that benefits our children.
This year, my Co-President and I
spearheaded a successful effort to
buy new playground equipment at
Tamaques.

Communication skills — With over
20 years of experience in public rela-
tions, I would bring to the board a
complementary skill set. Currently,
many of the board members have
finance and legal backgrounds, and I
would use my communications skills
to reach out to the public with infor-
mation about Board of Education
activities and policies.

Board experience — I serve on the

PTO Board, Columbia University’s
Board of Directors for an advanced
degree in Marketing Communications
and formerly on the United Way of
New York City’s Board as a senior
staff member.

On each of these boards, I have
learned to build consensus, listen care-
fully and be proactive to make things
happen.

What are my priorities if elected?
— A strong curriculum. We need to
move quickly to hire a new Assistant
Superintendent of Curriculum and
Instruction to oversee curriculum
development and review.

We need to review continuity of
curricula between grades. For ex-
ample, we offer technology in sixth
and eighth grade, but not in seventh;
we offer journalism in eighth and
10th grade, but not in ninth; we offer
only one economics course at the
high school. We need to continue to
provide an enriched curriculum of
music, art, sports, health, drug educa-
tion and more.

Better communication between
home and school — The district is
currently getting ready to launch a
new website that will provide more
information to parents about curricu-
lum, activities, events and procedures.
The Board of Education needs to
monitor this process to ensure that
the site is up and running effectively
by September. In our world of elec-
tronic communication, parents should
be more informed than ever before.

Currently, some teachers write just
one paragraph each week and email it
to parents so that teachers and parents
can work together to help our stu-
dents. We should consider mandating
this practice.

Increased guidance services —
Counselors should be required to visit
three competitive colleges per year to
create on-going relationships with
admissions officers. Counselors should
become expert in a particular area,
such as fine arts, business or science.

Services for all children here in
Westfield — The district should con-
duct a feasibility study to look at
providing services for special needs
children at the Lincoln School. Cur-
rently, 117 children are sent far away
for necessary services and we must
look at creating quality programs for
them here in our community.

I urge everyone to get out and vote
on April 19. Vote to pass the school
budget and please consider voting for
Ann Ormsby Cary. Thank you.

WESTFIELD — One thing you
almost never hear at a sporting event
is “We’re number seven,” but you
will hear the phrase describing the
Westfield school system, as that is
our ranking by New Jersey Monthly
magazine.

The district is also ranked at a vari-
ety of places if you go by our SAT
scores, New Jersey GEPA test scores,
or by the number of Advanced Place-
ment exams taken. Personally, I would
like to see us rated number one in all
areas, but as that is practically impos-
sible, I would focus on a few areas
where we can get closer to that num-
ber one ranking.

Special Education I believe can be
improved in several ways. Where it
may be unrealistic to plan on spend-
ing millions to renovate Lincoln
School and to develop all the pro-
grams needed to have in-district pro-
grams for children that are currently
sent out of district, I believe that we
can have both cost and transportation
savings if we partner with other nearby
districts.

We would then be able to share the
cost of developing programs that a
single district would not be able to
support, and to host those programs
much closer to home.

Electronic learning is the way of
the future, but we won’t be able to
fully realize it until we are able to
give each child at the desired grade
level a laptop or some other common
device (like Maine has tried at the
middle school level). However, we
can make great strides in organizing

additional resources for each sub-
ject taught on the district Web server,
and by taking advantage of any web
resources the textbook publishers
offer. I have no doubt that someday
most textbooks will be eliminated at
the upper grades; however, we will
not be able to afford it for a number
of years.

We need to not only focus on the
traditional classroom curriculums, but
also continue to maintain fine arts
and athletics to produce well-rounded
students. In addition, a wellness pro-
gram focusing on offering healthy
foods and emphasizing physical ac-
tivity for all students should be devel-
oped at every grade level.

The district’s strategic plan is a
community-based document that is a
good blueprint to direct where the
district should go next, but I would
like to see a timetable and costs speci-
fied in the plan. This will allow future
boards and planning committees a
better way to determine if we can
follow the plan.

Finally, please support this year’s
budget. The state is actually forcing
the district to spend almost half the
money that is in the district’s “rainy
day” fund this year, so we have the
benefit of supporting district pro-
grams with a lower increase in taxes.
The taxpayers should take advan-
tage of this good value by voting
yes.

I would like to thank those who have
followed these articles for their inter-
est, and as always, there is more detail
at my website at www.mccready.com.

AMERICANISM AWARDS – Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22), second from
right, presents recipients with Americanism Awards from UNICO at Costa’s
Restaurant in Roselle Park. Peter Ippolito of Union spearheaded a 400,000
signature drive which led to the issuance of the U. S. Postal stamp commemorating
the heroism of World War II Marine Sergeant John Basilone. John Pacifico
organized 26 Basilone parades in the Marine’s hometown of Raritan.

Community Players
To Host One-Act Plays
WESTFIELD — Westfield Com-

munity Players will present two, one-
act plays by Barbara Ruban, Speed
Dating and Corporate Waltz, that ex-
amine life and love in the contempo-
rary work place.

The performances will be held on
Saturday, April 16, at 8 p.m., with all
tickets priced at $10.

The evening features Elizabeth
Atkins, Fred Cuozzo, Alan
Gershenson, Barbara J. Goldstein,
Becca Heard, Irene Hernandez, Stow
Lovejoy, Anthony Marotta, Vikki
Massulli, Matthew R. Nazzaro, Donna
Ricca and Ted Sattur.

The box office, which can be
reached at (908) 232-1221, is now
open, and all seats must be prepaid.

Patrons attending the fund-raising
evening for the theater are invited to
stay for refreshments with the cast
and crew after the show.

Mayor’s Saturday Set
April 9 In Garwood

GARWOOD – Garwood Mayor
Dennis J. McCarthy will hold his
monthly Mayor’s Saturday from 10
to 11 a.m. on April 9 in the Municipal
Building at 403 South Avenue.

Residents are invited to stop by to
discuss any concerns they have, or to
just stop by and say hello and meet
the mayor. For more information,
please call (908) 789-0710.

Past Editions
Past editions of the newspaper

are available at www.goleader.com.
Select “Archives” from the menu.


