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• Trimming
• Repairs
• Removal

Modern Equipment
State Certified
Immediate Service

Insured For Your Protection

908-233-TREE

SSCHMIEDE

908-233-8733

DID YOU KNOW . . .
Weed killers don’t know the

difference between a Dandelion
and a Dogwood tree.

Celebrating our 50th year
in the Tree Business

COMPARING THE NUMBERS…Excerpts of the public notices from 1995 and 2005 of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District Budget Statements are shown above which served as a basis for discussion with officials of the school system and
editors of the newspaper on Monday. Please see article on Page 1.

Calamaras.
The council is expected to appoint

attorney Daniel McCarthy, of Rogut
and McCarthy, a Cranford law firm,
as redevelopment coordinator for
Fanwood’s downtown redevelopment
plan.

Mr. McCarthy will be the “point
person,” Mayor Colleen Mahr said
during Tuesday’s council agenda set-
ting meeting, and will be “working
with all levels of government.”

It was noted that Mr. McCarthy has
already done a survey of the South
Avenue corridor, and plans on con-
tacting each property owner in the
downtown individually. Mr.
McCarthy will report directly to the
redevelopment agency.

Preliminary costs are estimated at
$25,000 to $30,000 for a one-year

contract, which will be paid with
money from the borough’s capital
improvement fund.

Mr. McCarthy explained to the
council his role in Perth Amboy’s
revitalization, and is currently work-
ing with Hillside Township in their
redevelopment endeavors.

The council is also expected to hire
John Draikiwicz of Gibbons, DelDeo,
Dolan, Griffinger & Vecchione of
Newark, as bond counsel.

In addition, Michelle Tobier is ex-
pected to be appointed as assistant
recreation director by the governing
body.

The council will hold a public hear-
ing regarding the 2005 budget next
Tuesday, April 12, during which the
2005 municipal budget, proposed at
$7,274,225 with a tax levy of
$4,033,942, will be adopted.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Redevelopment
Receives Council Support

SPlains Officials
Comment on

TOPOFF3 Drill
SCOTCH PLAINS — Paul

Malool, Scotch Plains’ emergency
management coordinator, told the
Township Council this week that
while the township “didn’t have a
big role” in the drill, the emergency
response system overall was “tested
to the max,” especially on the drill’s
first day.

He reviewed some of the proce-
dures that officials from Union
County towns followed, including
the setting up of centers in Rahway
and at the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical School in Scotch
Plains to distribute oral vaccines
to residents after the mock bio-
terror attack.

Mr. Malool and the Council also
reviewed some of the operational
problems that were encountered
along with possible solutions. In
addition, TV-34 on Tuesday morn-
ing began running a mock emer-
gency announcement detailing a state
of emergency declaration, impor-
tant telephone numbers and other
relevant information.

Township Officials Seek Update
From State DOT on Rte. 22 Bridge

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
officials are hoping to meet with offi-
cials from the state Department of
Transportation (DOT) about the pro-
posed refurbishment of the Route 22
bridge.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
told the council this week that he sent
a letter late last month to DOT offi-
cials asking for an update on the pro-
posed refurbishing of the bridge that
connects Park Avenue with Bonnie
Burn Road.

In 2001, the council endorsed a
plan for a new, widened bridge in the
same location as the present crossing.
Plans also call for a widening of the
intersection at New Providence Road
and Bonnie Burn Road as well as an
expansion of the area where the south
side of the bridge intersects with Park
Avenue. A new traffic light would
also be installed at the latter location.

The plans also call for dedicated
left turn lanes and separate right turn
lanes at both intersections, which
would lead to a smoother-flowing
traffic pattern north of Route 22 and,
thus, much less congestion on Route
22, Park Avenue and some of the
secondary roads leading into the cen-
tral business district. A wide side-
walk would also be included in a
newly-built bridge.

During the past few months, there
has been considerable survey work in
connection with the project, and Mr.
Atkins noted that some township resi-
dents have made inquiries about the
project. He said he is hoping that state
DOT representatives will be able to
meet with the council sometime in
the next few months.

At its conference meeting on Tues-
day, the council discussed a request
for the vacation of two paper streets
from a firm representing Baldridge
Real Estate Inc., which is preparing a
site plan application to the Scotch
Plains Planning Board for construc-
tion of an AutoZone retail auto parts

store on the Terrill Road property
formerly occupied by Club Malibu,
which was closed in late 1998 after a
fatal shooting in its parking lot. The
former nightclub building was razed
two years ago.

The two streets in question, Edwin
Place and Croyden Place, are unim-
proved streets that exist on official
township maps but are not travers-
able by cars.

Baldridge Real Estate wants to con-
struct a 7,300-square-foot retail auto
parts store and a separate 4,000-
square-foot retail store on the prop-
erty and hopes the council will agree
to vacate the streets prior to its hear-
ing before the township’s planning

board. The council forwarded the re-
quest to the board for its input prior to
taking any action.

Mr. Atkins informed the council that
Scotch Plains has received two state
grants that will help defray the costs of
improvement projects at the municipal
building and the township library.

A $90,000 grant from the State-
wide Livable Communities Local
Library program will be used to pay
for window replacement and plumb-
ing upgrades at the library while a
$25,000 grant from the Statewide
Livable Communities Capital Im-
provement program will be used for
the roof and heating and ventilation
upgrades at the municipal building.

driver, and what is defined as special
education has changed a lot in the
past 10 years,” said Mrs. Nelson.

She also noted other cost drivers
that have added to the rising budget,
among them paying back the bond
referendum from 2000-2001; the
required elementary world language
program (which is a non-funded
mandate); keeping up with chang-
ing technology; the mainstreaming
of students, which requires teacher
aides in the classroom, assisted
learning devices, occupational and
physical therapy, medical evalua-
tions, and the growth of special edu-
cation summer programs.

Each child in special education is
also required to have an I.E.P. (Indi-
vidual Education Program), which
requires accommodations for test-
ing.

Mrs. Nelson explained that the
district is struggling to maintain its
existing services and class sizes,
which are 22 students in the el-
ementary grades and 23 to 30 stu-
dents in the middle schools and high
school.

“We’re all struggling with a flat
state aid rate, with increasing costs,
with property owners who want to
support the school but have to be
realistic about how far they can go.
So we’re just looking at how can we
juggle so that we maintain, because
we don’t want to fall behind,” Mrs.
Nelson said.

Mrs. Nelson and Dr. Choye rec-
ommended that state aid should fol-
low a student from one district to
another. They commented that there
are a growing number of special
education students that are
everyone’s responsibility. Right
now, more than 10 percent of stu-
dents in the school system are in
special education.

They noted that the state is re-
quired to pay 100 percent of the
cost of out-of-district tuitions that
exceed $40,000 per student. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood submitted a claim
of $888,516 for 44 out-of-district
students, but received state funding
of only $323,325 in return.

“We estimate that the total cost of
special education is a little over $11
million and that is somewhat diffi-
cult to determine because that would
not include the cost of a teacher of
a student who is mainstreamed. It
may be the cost of the aide that goes
with that child, but it doesn’t neces-

sarily include the cost within the
classroom once that student is part
of that environment,” Mr. Del Sordi
explained.

The reimbursement from the state
of that $11 million is $2.9 million,
so the shortfall in the district in this
category is about $8 million, he
noted. Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s to-
tal state aid for 2005-2006 is $4.1
million, which also includes
$715,000 in transportation aid and
$400,000 for bilingual programs.

There also are other contingen-
cies such as Child Study Team meet-
ings for children who are not classi-
fied but have other needs that are
not even included in that $11 mil-
lion.

Mr. Del Sordi remarked that,
“Eventually, the better districts will
be forced to reduce programs.”

The programs districts such as
Scotch Plains-Fanwood offer, like
advanced placement courses, that
really strengthen the education pro-
gram will have to disappear. Class
sizes may even have to go higher
because so much of the burden is on
the taxpayers, according to Mr. Del
Sordi.

“I’ve seen the gamut and I’ve seen
the caring and commitment in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood,” said
Dr. Choye. She expressed that there

is a wide range among students in
the district but that the district is
willing to work with the teachers so
they can provide for the needs of
each student. “That’s as challeng-
ing as any district can have,” she
said.

Times Publisher Horace Corbin
asked Dr. Choye, “Do you feel that
property taxes are increasing at a
rate that is, sooner or later, going to
be unsustainable?”

Dr. Choye responded, “The Board
of Education is the fundamental ba-
sis of our democracy. We have to
look at a more equitable way (to
fund education), and to hit the prop-
erty taxpayer over and over; it just
doesn’t seem to be an equitable way
to do it.”

It was noted that 30 percent of the
residents in the school district have
children in the public schools.

At 2 percent, Fanwood has the
lowest percentage of property tax
revenue in the county from non-
resident sources. Scotch Plains was
estimated to have about 8 percent
non-resident property tax revenue.

It was acknowledged that, should
the percentage of residents having
children in the school system rise
above the current 30 percent, a sig-
nificant hike in property taxes would
be experienced.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains-Fanwood School Officials
Discuss Budget, Enrollment, Special Ed

Beechwood Roof Repaired;
Peter Goggi Leaves BOE
By MEREDITH MANNINO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
borough’s board of education Tues-
day night announced that the rooftop
damage at the Beechwood School
that resulted from a leak has been
repaired.

In the latter part of next week, Sean
Reilly of Home Health Sciences, an
environmental microbiologist com-
pany, will test further to ensure that
the insulation is dry; a leaky roof
caused the insulation to get damp,
which resulted in a foul odor. Since
the roof is fixed now, the hope is that
the wet insulation problem is over
and that there will be no more odor,
officials said.

In other school news, Friday, April
8 marks the closing of the third mark-
ing period and Monday, April 18 is
the eighth grade class trip, and Thurs-
day, April 21 is Family Fitness Day at
Beechwood School for kindergarten
through second grade. Also, today,
April 7, is Family Fitness Day at
Deerfield School for third, fourth and
fifth grades.

Tonight at 7 p.m. at Deerfield
School, the Child Abuse Prevention
Program (CAP) will make a presen-
tation to eighth grade parents. In May,
CAP will speak to the eighth graders
in efforts to educate them about child
abuse. CAP is a 20-year old organiza-
tion that works to prevent child abuse
and educate our youth about this seri-
ous issue.

Interim Chief School Administra-
tor (CSA) Walter Rusak also an-
nounced that Linda Shanahan and
Anne Corley-Hand have been named
Union County Teachers of the Year.

Board member Gene Nagel an-
nounced the second reading of the
vacation policy for school personnel.
For employees to take vacation time
during the school year, they must

have written approval from their su-
pervisors. There will be some modi-
fications made for the third reading at
the next BOE meeting, and the policy
will be in effect if all board members
agree on its contents.

Another issue discussed is the fact
that the 10-year contract between
Berkley Heights and Mountainside
for borough teenagers to attend Gov-
ernor of Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights will soon expire.

Board member Carmen Venes made
a motion to create a separate board
committee for this issue because he
indicated it is a crucial to discuss
since Mountainside will be “locked
in for 10 years (under a new agree-
ment.)”

Board member Patricia Knodel sec-
onded the motion, but then the board
collectively decided not to develop a
separate committee. The board in-
stead opted to discuss the issue as a
whole after Mr. Goggi’s suggestion
to put the matter in the hands of the
2005-2006 school board. As a result,
Mr. Venes withdrew his motion.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Paul Vizzuso earlier this
week presented the budget to the
district’s parent teacher association.

Board member Mary Beth
Schaumberg thanked Mr. Vizzuso for
his concise and easy to understand
presentation.

At the end of the meeting, it was
announced that Mr. Goggi would be
leaving the board. Mr. Goggi, who
has served for six years, is not seek-
ing re-election. Board member  Mary
Beth Schaumberg commended Mr.
Goggi for his tenure on the board.

 “It’s been my pleasure and honor to
serve with this current board,” Mr. Goggi
stated. He indicated that although the
six years as BOE member were not
always easy, they were rewarding.

“We sit here and make decisions
for the better of our children,” he said.

Hadassah to Hear
Speaker on Torahs

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Chap-
ter of Hadassah will present a Lunch
and Learn program at noon on Monday,
April 18, at Temple Emanu-El, located
at 756 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Peter Fleischmann, a native of
Czechoslovakia, will speak on “The
Odyssey of the Czech Memorial To-
rahs.”

All are welcome to attend. For more
information, please call (908) 668-1864.

Westfield Pursues Turf Bids
For Kehler Stadium, Fay Field

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Both the Town of
Westfield and the Board of Educa-
tion will unseal bids later this month
on synthetic turf fields to be installed
in time for the fall sports season,
officials have confirmed.

In December, the Westfield resi-
dents voted in favor of a $1.38 mil-
lion bond that will fund the refur-
bishing of the track and field at
Kehler Stadium. The exact cost of
the project, which includes replac-
ing the grass field with synthetic turf
and the installation of a new track,
will be determined at the end of the
month when the BOE selects a con-
tractor.

The project, scheduled to be com-
pleted by the end of this summer to
coincide with the fall athletic sea-
son, will benefit young athletes in
town by considerably increasing
hours and locations available to play
sports, and will also add to the safety
of kids’ athletics, officials said.

“By placing synthetic turf on the
Kehler field, we can triple weekend
use of the field, and playing time
could be extended even during the
rainy season, when we would nor-
mally have to restrict play because
of potential damage to a grass field,”
stated Lorre Korecky, Westfield BOE
School Community Relations repre-
sentative.

“Also, from a safety standpoint,
synthetic turf offers a consistent play-
ing surface, free of divots and pot-
holes. Today’s synthetics are softer
and more forgiving than the original
artificial turf of years ago,” Ms.
Korecky added.

Kehler Stadium’s grass field will
be replaced by synthetic turf, and a
new track will be installed. The shock
absorbent and durable material pro-
vides a safe surface for youngsters to
play a variety of sports.

The lack of preparation time nec-
essary between activities on turf
fields will open up hours of playing
time not only for football, but also
for all girls’ and boys’ varsity sports,
including soccer, lacrosse and field
hockey.

“All of our varsity sports teams
will have an opportunity to play on
this field,” Robert Berman, School
Business Administrator, said.

A synthetic turf requires less main-
tenance than a live grass field, and
the turf, whether rubber and stone
filled or complete rubber, consis-
tently holds up better than grass in
adverse weather conditions.

Additionally, the project may re-
sult in fiscal savings in certain areas,
school officials said.

“Where we might save money is
on equipment and labor,” Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. William Foley

said. Based on the success of recent
synthetic turf installations at a field
operated by Watchung Hills Regional
High School, it appears that a
monthly grooming machine sweep
is all it will take to maintain a non-
grass field.

The Board of Education will open
bids to contractors on Tuesday, April
26, a day after the town opens bids on
a similar project: the synthetic turf
revamping of Sid Fay Field, a section
of Houlihan Field which is located
near St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church off of Rahway Avenue.

Director of Recreation, Bruce
Kaufmann was instrumental in the
installation of the first synthetic turf
municipal field in New Jersey at
Livingston High School.

According to Mr. Kaufmann, there
are many options in synthetic turf.
One of the main factors in determin-
ing which sort of turf field to install
is the age of the youngsters who will
play on the renovated areas.

The town budgeted $900,000 for
the Sid Fay turf field although, as
Mr. Kaufmann has acknowledged,
that cost is expected to rise given
that the town appropriated the money
in 2004.

The $3,500 piece of equipment
necessary to upkeep the synthetic
turf fields will most likely be shared
by the BOE and the Recreation De-
partment. Even if the end products
of the refurbished Kehler and Sid
Fay fields are slightly different, both
the BOE and plan to share the brush
sweeping machine.

Mr. Kaufmann said the grooming
machine costs around $3,500, in-
cluding specific attachments depend-
ing on the type of turf.

In addition to communicating
regularly about their field renova-
tions for over a year, Mr. Kaufmann,
Mr. Berman and Board of Education
Facilities Committee Chairwoman
Alice Hunnicutt have been visiting
existing synthetic turf fields at
schools in New Jersey and Connecti-
cut.

Kehler Stadium will provide a
venue for all high school varsity
boys’ and girls’ sports and also for
various community sports activities.

Houlihan / Sid Fay Fields will
continue to be a haven for organized
sports primarily for elementary and
middle school aged children.

After the bids are received at the
end of April, the town and school
board will meet to discuss and
strategize on their plans, officials
told The Westfield Leader. The goal
is for both projects to be completed
in time for the fall athletic season.

“Doing this together at this time of
year will provide a tremendous boost
for sporting activities in our com-
munity,” Mr. Kaufmann said.
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SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2005-2006

UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

ADVERTISED ENROLLMENTS

OCTOBER 15, 2003 OCTOBER 15, 2004 OCTOBER 15, 2005
ENROLLMENT CATEGORY ACTUAL ACTUAL  ESTIMATED
  Pupils on Roll Regular Full-Time 4,321 4,450 4500
  Pupils on Roll Regular Shared-Time 10 9 9
  Pupils on Roll - Special Full-Time 566 590 590
  Pupils on Roll - Special Shared-Time 8 12 12
  Private School Placements 54 53 53
  Pupils Sent to Other Districts-Reg Prog 1 2 1
  Pupils Sent to Other Dists-Spec Ed Prog 32 32 29
  Pupils Received 1 2 2
  Pupils in State Facilities 5 5
  Resident Enroll. Per State Aid Calc.-Infor. Only 5,085 5201
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   TOTAL DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 2,664,963 2,607,469 2,560,652
   Total Expenditures/Appropriations 59,046,002 64,194,146 67,084,688


