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Scotch Plains Pick Up
Of Branches on Apr. 25

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Department of
Public Works will be picking up
branches, gumballs and leaves
starting on Monday, April 25.

Residents are advised that
branches should be piled sepa-
rately at the curb. Vegetative
waste should not be placed at the
curbside until Friday, April 15.
Residents should not use plastic
bags. The township will only
make one sweep, so residents
should make sure all items are
placed at the curb by April 25.

Spring clean up will take place
during the month of June. This
year residents wishing to par-
ticipate will be required to pur-
chase a permit. No vegetative
waste will be picked up during
spring clean up.

Further details will be pro-
vided in the spring township
newsletter. Information will also
be available on the township
website at scotchplainsnj.com.

Additional information or other
questions may be directed to De-
partment of Public Works at (908)
322-6700, extension no. 243.

Patrick Connor for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MEN AND MACHINES GET READY…Emergency workers and robots get ready on Monday at Kean University for
TOPOFF3, the national terrorism exercise that is taking place April 4 through 8. New Jersey and Union County forces
participate as the area is used as a venue for a simulated biological attack.

ACTION ON COOPER ROAD...Scotch Plains Fire Department and Rescue
Squad personnel respond to a two car collision by helping the injured last Sunday
afternoon on Cooper Road and Wellington Downs.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MEET THE PRESS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood School officials take time to meet with writers in the office of The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times to discuss details of the proposed 2005-2006 school budget which will be presented to the voters for
decision on April 19 when the polls will be open from 2 to 9 p.m. The Times raised questions about the budget in an editorial
on March 31 while comparing the proposed budget to that of ten years ago from the legal notice in the archives of the
newspaper. Shown above, from left to right, are: Linda Nelson, President of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education;
Business Administrator Anthony Del Sordi and Superintendent of Schools Carole Choye.

Nancy Malool Announces Candidacy
For Seat in State General Assembly

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains Councilwoman Nancy Malool
will be one of two Republicans seek-
ing to unseat Democratic incumbent
Assembly members Linda Stender
and Jerry Green in this fall’s legisla-
tive elections.

“I’m appalled by the embarrassing
situation our state government has
gotten itself into,” Mrs. Malool told
The Times this week. “The Legisla-
ture needs more honest people who
care about the state more than they
care about themselves.”

Mrs. Malool, who has been a mem-

ber of the Scotch Plains Township
Council since 2002, will be running
with Elyse Bochicchio Medved, a
former member of the Rahway City
Council who ran unsuccessfully for
Union County Freeholder in 2002.

Mrs. Stender was elected to the
Assembly from the 22nd District in
2001 after serving as a county free-
holder and mayor of Fanwood.

Mr. Green of Plainfield has served
in the Assembly since 1992.

Mrs. Malool, who was chief legis-
lative aide to the late Assemblyman
Alan Augustine for more than seven
years, said running for elective office
is something that “I’ve been prepar-

ing to do for most of my adult life.”
She said she will focus her campaign
on “fraud, corruption and wasteful
spending — especially as it impacts
property taxes.”

Acknowledging the Democrats’
advantage in the 22nd District, which
besides Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Rahway and Plainfield includes Clark,
Dunellen, Green Brook, Linden,
Middlesex, North Plainfield and
Winfield, Mrs. Malool said she is
“hoping that people will see me for
what I am: a person who cares about
good government more than politics
and who wants to improve the quality
of life for people in the state.”

Describing herself as a moderate
who is also “fiscally conservative,”
Mrs. Malool said she “is interested in
a lot of the same things as Demo-
crats.”

As a result, she believes that Demo-
cratic voters in the district “would get
somebody who cares about the issues
they care about, and who cares about
their money.” She thinks she can at-
tract moderate voters because “I’m
closely aligned with their viewpoints.”
And Mrs. Malool said her views on
fiscal matters will appeal to conser-
vative voters.

The 22nd District has been solidly
Democratic since it was redrawn af-
ter the 2000 census, with Scotch Plains
and Fanwood being shifted into the
22nd and former District members
Westfield and Mountainside being
placed in the more Republican 21st
District.

Democrat Nicholas Scutari of Lin-
den was elected to the State Senate
from the 22nd District in 2003 after
replacing Democratic incumbent Jo-
seph Suliga, who withdrew from the
race late in that year’s campaign. Mrs.
Stender and Mr. Green were handily
re-elected to their seats in 2003.

Borough Council Pledges Support
For Downtown Redevelopment

By DAVE GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — The Borough
Council, in its role as the Fanwood
Redevelopment Agency, pledged their
support Tuesday night in an informal
vote for a proposed luxury townhouse-
style development as part of the

borough’s downtown redevelopment
efforts.

The council reserved formal ac-
tion pending the applicant’s presen-
tation of solid data regarding con-
tamination levels. The council may
offer the developer a formal designa-
tion as a downtown redeveloper as
early as its next meeting on Tuesday,
April 12.

The development is proposed for
213, 215 and 225 LaGrande Avenue,
at the corner of Second Street and
LaGrande, on the former site of Dean
Oil.

Raj Mukherji of Mukherji-Land-
mark, L.L.C., a redevelopment com-
pany, presented his plans to construct
townhouse-style condominiums.

The firm is seeking formal desig-

nation as a downtown redeveloper by
the borough. The Victorian Style
building proposed would house luxury
units, each with its own two-car ga-
rage. Mr. Mukherji estimated that
each unit would cost “upwards of half
a million (dollars).”

It was noted that some contamina-
tion was found on the site. There is
groundwater contamination coming
from an outside origin, and some soil
contamination may exist also, he said.

Mr. Mukherji told the council that
his company would be “absorbing
the cost” of remediation, should any
be necessary.

“If we can bring it to fruition, it will
certainly be an improvement of that
corner,” said Councilman Andrew

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

S. Plains Council Cuts Proposed
Tax Rate Increase By Two Points

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains Township Council members
on Tuesday agreed to cut this year’s
proposed municipal property tax rate
increase from eight points to six
points. The 2005 municipal budget
will be introduced at next week’s
meeting, with a public hearing set for
May 10.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
had earlier submitted to the council a
budget that called for an eight-point
increase in the local tax rate — from
$1.27 per $100 of assessed value to
$1.35 — which would have trans-
lated into a $95 increase for the aver-
age assessed property of $120,000.
At Tuesday’s conference meeting,
however, the five council members
were unanimous in favoring lower-
ing this year’s tax rate to $1.33 per
$100, which would mean a $72, or
4.7 percent, increase for the average
taxpayer.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said it was important to “reflect the
elimination of the spring clean-up”
from the township budget. With the
switch in the program from a town-
ship budget item totaling more than
$300,000 to a user fee-based system,
the $20.5 million municipal budget is
more than $200,000 lower than it
would have been had the former sys-
tem been left in place.

Mrs. Coronato also said the coun-
cil had to be “extremely diligent about
impressing upon our taxpayers how
much mandated spending we face” in
assembling the annual budget.

She said that about three-fourths of
township spending was non-discre-
tionary in nature, including pension
contributions, health insurance costs
and sewerage fee payments. She said
that lowering the tax rate increase
below six points could “put the town
in jeopardy and risk our bond rating.”

Mayor Martin Marks echoed her
comments, saying that maintaining
the spring clean-up program would
have resulted in significantly higher
appropriations and a tax rate in ex-
cess of the eight points initially rec-
ommended. He pointed out that the
costs of the clean-up program had
skyrocketed in recent years, with the
cost to the average taxpayer rising

from about $26 in 2003 to $42 in
2004 and, potentially, more than $60
this year.

Mr. Atkins said the lowered tax
rate would be achieved by increas-
ing the level of anticipated surplus
this year from $1.7 million to
$1.825 million and by increasing
the funds realized from the sale of
municipal assets.

As a result of the lowered tax rate,
the township portion of property taxes
will increase, on average, by $72, to
$1,597. The Union County portion of
the tax bill will increase by $133, to
$1,536, according to preliminary es-
timates. The education portion, if the
board of education budget is approved
by voters on Tuesday, April 19, will
increase by $323, to $5,785.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

BOE Officials Discuss
Budget, Special Ed

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Officials
from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education met Monday with
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times in
response to last week’s editorial con-
cerning the district’s proposed $67
million school budget and $58.7 mil-
lion tax levy.

The editorial expressed concerns
over exploding school costs and ris-
ing property taxes, while making com-
parisons between the Westfield and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood budgets and
school enrollment numbers from 1995
and today’s figures.

Board of Education President Linda
Nelson, Dr. Carole Choye, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Superintendent of
Schools, and Anthony Del Sordi,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood School Busi-
ness Administrator, met with Times
staff members to discuss a wide range
of budget and enrollment issues –
particularly the costs of special edu-

example provided in The Times edito-
rial of a ticking time bomb that will
explode next year after the general
elections. Property tax increases will
be impacted even further without in-
fusion of funds to avoid huge tax
spikes.

“Our concern is not that our spend-
ing is being limited, and our concern
is not that we don’t want to bring
property tax relief, because certainly
we do; our concern is that it looks on
the surface that S-1701 is helping but
in time it will blow up,” Mrs. Nelson
said.

“What is going to happen, long-
term, is when it blows up, the schools
will be blamed,” she cautioned.

“Basically, that ‘others’ (referred
to in the editorial) really applies to the
way our special ed students are now
being reported in 2005-2006 versus
the way they had to be reported in
2004-2005,” Mr. Del Sordi said. He
noted that there were not as many
special education categories back in

cation and how enrollment figures
are determined today versus 10 years
ago.

Mrs. Nelson was particularly con-
cerned with the editorial’s implica-
tion that the district could be “hiding”
information, and wanted to make it
clear that the district would provide
any information that was needed on
the district’s budget. (See Mrs.
Nelson’s Letter to the Editor on Page
4).

The numbers cited in the editorial
were questioned. The 1995 newspa-
per archive containing the school dis-
trict budget statement was noted as
the source and examined by the group.
Mr. Del Sordi pointed out that the
enrollment reporting procedures re-
quired by the state in 1995 did not list
special education student enrollment
as a separate item, as is required to-
day.

The officials made reference to
what they perceive as the danger of
Senate Bill 1701, signed into law last
summer, which reduces the amount
of money school districts may keep
as surplus funds for future emergen-
cies. Following passage of the legis-
lation, the school board was forced to
transfer $478,822 out of surplus and
into the revenue side of this year’s
budget to offset property taxes.

Mrs. Nelson said it is hard to con-
vince some critics that if school dis-
tricts and educational communities
speak of their opposition to S-1701, it
may appear to be self-serving.

School officials said the S-1701
legislation has a big impact on how
school districts are able to develop
their budgets for this year and for the
next few years. They agreed with the

1995-1996 as there are today.
The categories are growing – for

example, the Autism program, which
provides special education for chil-
dren with Autism in pre-kindergarten
through fourth grade, did not exist in
the district 10 years ago.

“The difference is a number of
things; increased enrollment in regu-
lar and special education, and also we
have children in school now that might
not have been in school at the age of
three in ’95,” said Superintendent
Choye. “Medicine is wonderful, and
it saved a lot of medically fragile
children, so there are a lot more chil-
dren in special ed,” she said.

The difference with the breakdown
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood budget
between 10 years ago and now is that
the reported 590 students classified
as special education pupils in district
for 2005-2006 are separated out from
the full-time enrollment number of
4,500 for purposes of the state’s re-
porting.

In 1995-1996, there were 87 stu-
dents designated as “others.” The
1995-1996 full-time enrollment num-
ber of 3,996 included those students
classified as special education in-dis-
trict.

In comparing the full-time enroll-
ment increase between then and now,
it grew from 3,996 to 5,090.

School officials said many of the
expenses are also un-reimbursed
mandates moving children out of one
category and into another category,
and handled at a much more expen-
sive rate, yet the federal and state
government does not pay for it.

“The federal government indicated
that they would be paying 40 percent
of the cost of special education, and
we now receive about 12 percent,”
Mr. Del Sordi informed.

“Special education is a major cost


