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BALLOT QUESTION No. 1: Shall the Town of Westfield issue approximately $10,000,000 of general obligation bonds to
fund  the construction of a parking structure on  municipal parking lots 1 and 8 between Prospect and Elm Streets, which
would contain approximately 500 total parking spaces and which bonds would be supported by revenue derived from
parking fees and mixed use redevelopment fees resulting from approximately 19 residential units and approximately 3,000
square feet of retail space, and, if necessary, the levy of ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Town of
Westfield?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Ferguson Easily Defeats Brozak
To Win Third Congressional Term

By BETSEY BURGDORF
and ED COONEY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leade

Supporters of Congressman
Michael Ferguson (R-7) slowly trick-
led in to his Election Night party held
at the Grand Summit Hotel. By 9
p.m., the banquet room was full of
people ranging from very old to very
young.

Frequent cheers interrupted the
broadcast of the presidential race ev-
ery time it was announced President
George W. Bush had won another
state. It was apparent which Presi-
dential candidate Congressman
Ferguson followers supported.

Excitement began to mount even
before Congressman Ferguson left
his pressroom and joined the celebra-
tion as the congressional results indi-
cated he would almost certainly win
reelection for his third term. By 10
p.m., Democrat Steve Brozak had
called to concede the race. The final
poll results indicated that Congress-
man Ferguson took 153,639 or 57
percent of the votes while Mr. Brozak
claimed 41 percent of the votes total-
ing 111,413. Congressman
Ferguson’s margin of victory was a
hearty 42,226 votes.

Congressman Ferguson’s entou-
rage began to take the stage as his
supporters got to their feet and began
to cheer for the man they had success-
fully reelected to office.

Congressman Ferguson took the
podium with his wife Maureen by his
side. After a few minutes, the audi-
ence began to quiet down and Con-
gressman Ferguson began his accep-
tance speech.

“Tonight because of you and by the
grace of God, we are victorious once

again. It is a tribute to you and all your
great work,” he told his supporters. “I
am humbled tonight that once again
you have asked me to lead this charge.
I will continue to strive to earn your
confidence.”

Thunderous applause filled the ball-
room as Congressman Ferguson men-
tioned a key issue in the presidential
race saying, “We must and we will
continue to fight and win the War on
Terrorism. We must and we will work
to keep America and our families safe.”

He concluded by saying, “America
is facing some great challenges. To-
gether we will meet the challenge of
tomorrow.”

The Seventh Congressional Dis-

trict includes parts of Union,
Hunterdon, Middlesex and Somerset
County. Congressman Ferguson re-
sides in Warren with his wife and four
children when Congress is not in ses-
sion.

Former Marine Lieutenant Colo-
nel Brozak lost his bid for the 7th
District seat in the House of Repre-
sentatives.

Mr. Brozak, whose campaign was
out-spent by a four-to-one margin by
the Ferguson campaign, conceded the
race telling the assembled crowd at
the Westwood that he had called Con-
gressman Ferguson to offer his con-
gratulations.

Voters Swarm to Westfield Polls, Soundly Defeat Parking
Referendum; Mayor Says Council Will Abide By Decision

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield voters spoke out, and they
spoke loudly, against the proposed
parking garage-redevelopment
project proposed for Prospect and
Elm Streets. In a landslide vote of 77
percent against and 23 percent for,
the voters have given the mayor and
council their answer.

The non-binding referendum asked
voters to decide whether or not they
wanted the mayor and council to move
forward on a $10 million project that
would build 244 new parking spaces
and be supported by 19 residential
units and 3,000 square feet of retail,
as well as increase in on street meter
fees and permit fees.

Wait times at the polls were up-

wards of 40 minutes on Election Day
with 80 percent of Westfield’s 20,441
registered voters casting ballots
(16,435), only 2,750 voters did not

answer the question. The polls showed
that no ward, or district within a ward
was in favor of the project.

Ward 1 voters, where the project

was proposed to be located, spoke the
loudest with 82 percent saying no.
Ward 2 and Ward 4 residents turned
the garage down by 76 and 77 percent

respectively. The vote was highest in
Ward 3 with 74 percent of voters
saying no.

“I think we’re all amazed it was
that big of a “no” vote,” Mayor Gre-
gory McDermott told The Westfield
Leader. He said that he is glad that the
council decided to put it up to a vote.
“Now we finally have closure on
whether or not we need to build
decks.”

While the mayor said the referen-
dum could be interpreted in many
ways, whether it was about parking,
redevelopment or taxes, he said that
he looks it as a “very loud and clear –
no deck.”

“I don’t see any way this council or
any future council will want to build
(a parking garage),” the mayor said.

“I’m not pushing this and I can’t see
the council saying we’re going to
take this on.”

Mayor McDermott told The Leader
that now parking is “no longer a po-
litical issue. It is a true management
issue.”

“I’m glad there’s been a decisive
resolution to this issue; one that shows
the voters are not only informed on
the fundamentals, but that they had
strong feelings as to what the out-
come should be,” First Ward Coun-
cilman Sal Caruana told The Leader.
“I hope we can move forward on
seriously considering alternative and
lower cost solutions to increase our
parking capacity.”

Founding member of WECARE

Ward 1 W1-% Ward 2 W2-% Ward 3 W3-% Ward 4 W4-% Total Total-%

Yes 666 18% 803 24% 820 26% 802 23% 3091 23%

No 3066 82% 2500 76% 2382 74% 2646 77% 10594 77%

Subtotal 3732 3303 3202 3448 13685

Total Voters 16435 80% Turnout 2750 Null Vote

Registered 20442 Includes absentee ballots.

Democrats Will Keep 9-0 Hold On County Freeholder Board;
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich Reelected to Serve Record 10th Term

By MATTHEW MARINO
and PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Democrats were victorious Tues-
day night in holding on to four seats
on the county’s freeholder board. The
victory ensures that the party will
continue to hold a 9-0 majority in
2005. Republicans have not won a
freeholder election since 1994 and
have not held a seat on the board since
1997.

Incumbents Daniel Sullivan of

Elizabeth, 95,540, and Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford, 95,481, and
running mate Adrian Mapp of
Plainfield, 91,680, defeated Republi-
cans Patricia Quattrocchi of Garwood,
64,632; Frank Arena of Westfield,
65,841, and Joe Renna of Cranford,
65,074. Mr. Mapp will replace the
retiring Lewis Mingo of Plainfield.

In the race for an un-expired seat,
Democrat John Wohlrab of Linden
garnered 89,799 votes to defeat Re-

publican Bruce Paterson of Garwood
who received 66,779. They were run-
ning for the un-expired term of Nicho-
las Scutari, who resigned upon his
election to the state senate.

Mr. Wohlrab, who was named by
the county’s Democratic committee
to fill the vacancy last March, re-
signed last month after he was ar-
rested and charged with Domestic
violence. Mr. Wohlrab’s name ap-
peared on election ballots Tuesday.

During a victory celebration at
L’Affaire in Mountainside, Free-
holder Sullivan was excited about the
margin of victory for the Democrats.

“When you win by 37,000 votes,
that’s a fabulous effort,” Freeholder
Sullivan said. He acknowledged that
Democrats continue to make strides
in towns that used to vote Republican
such as Westfield and Summit.

“I never get tired of winning,” he
added.

Freeholder Kowalski, who was just
named to the board in September to
replace Mary Routolo of Westfield
who resigned, was elected to her first
full three-year term.

“I am proud to be with this ticket in
this county,” she said.

Charlotte DeFilippo, Union County
Democratic Committee Chairwoman,
acknowledged the efforts of volun-
teers in helping to produce Tuesday’s
victory.

“The county changed...it changed
because of you...and the people here,”
said Ms. DeFilippo. “Victory is
sweet.”

While watching election returns
coming in at The Westwood in
Garwood, Mr. Arena felt the GOP
needs to do a better job of getting
their message across to voters. He
also believes dividing the county into
three freeholder districts would be
the best way to bring “focus and ac-
countability” as well as two-party
representation back to Union County
government.

“I still believe that most people are
not familiar with this layer of govern-
ment,” said Mr. Arena.

Despite having a good understand-
ing of issues that face county govern-
ment and finding areas where Demo-
crats were vulnerable, County Re-
publican Chairman Phil Morin said
Republican candidates fought an up-
hill battle in registration and
fundraising to the Democrats.

“We faced an over two to one reg-
istration disparity in Republican ver-
sus Democrats,” said Mr. Morin. “This
is a disappointing result but we will
regroup and we’ll be back again next
year when the Governor’s seat is up
for grabs. And that race will have a
different dynamic.”

Mr. Morin said the GOP is review-

ing its legal options on whether to
challenge Mr. Wohlrab’s election
given the fact he resigned weeks be-
fore he was elected. Nancy Ward,
who was named to the board by Demo-
cratic Committee, is expected to fin-
ish the year remaining on Mr. Scutari’s
term.

In other county government races,

Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, a Democrat,
was elected to a 10th, three-year term
over Republican Peter Lijoi of Sum-
mit by a tally of 108,894 to 55,556.
County Surrogate James La Corte
defeated Republican challenger,
Michael Panagos, a former Westfield
councilman, 100,840 to 55,556, for
his second term.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
ACCEPTING THE WIN...Congressman Mike Ferguson, left, with his wife
Maureen by his side, accepts the win for his third Congressional term represent-
ing New Jersey’s Seventh Congressional District.

Benjamin B. Corbin for TheWestfield Leader
V IS FOR VICTORY...Union County Democrats swept in the Board of Chosen
Freeholder race. Pictured, from left to right, are: Adrien Mapp, Bette Jane
Kowalski and Dan Sullivan, who will each serve three year terms.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ALL SMILES...Surrogate James LaCorte, left, and Sheriff Ralph Froehlich,
center, posed with State Senator Raymond Lesniak during the Election Night
celebration at LaFairre in Mountainside.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CELEBRATING DEFEAT...Members of WECARE gathered on Tuesday night
to celebrate the resounding defeat of the parking garage and redevelopment in
Westfield.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GETTING THE WORD OUT...WECARE Member Sharon Stockwell, far right,
was on the phone getting the word out that the parking deck referendum was
defeated.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CONCESSION...Westfield resident Steve Brozak conceded to Congressman
Mike Ferguson around 10 p.m. Tuesday night. The former Marine Lieutenant
Colonol was running for his first political office.


