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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

NEW POSTS…Accepting their new positions on the Westfield Board of
Education, newly-elected President Anne Riegel, left, poses with Ginny Leiz,
who was named Vice President.
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Erratum
In a front page article of the

April 29 edition on the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers’ meeting, the boy who sang
“Little People” from Les
Miserables was misidentified as
Jake Forrestal. Though Forrestal
performed during the show’s run at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, Daniel Pesin performed
the song at the freeholder meeting.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Checchio Had Prior Arrest
Before Kidnapping Charge

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Scotch Plains resident John
Checchio, the owner of Don’s Tree
Service, was arrested last week and
charged with first degree kidnapping.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Mauro
Checchio. The senior Mr. Checchio
was mayor of Scotch Plains in 1959.

Police allege that Checchio kid-
napped a 34-year-old Plainfield
woman and drove her to his resi-

dence, where he forced her to dis-
robe and assaulted her.

Checchio was arrested for a similar
incident in September 2000, for kid-
napping a 24-year-old Plainfield
woman. He was charged with kidnap-
ping, criminal restraint, aggravated
assault and making terroristic threats.
Checchio was accused of having ab-
ducted the victim from Richmond
Street in Plainfield and driving her to
his Scotch Plains home, where he
made her disrobe. The police found
the woman locked the basement.

Robert O’Leary from the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office could not
release information as to whether or
not Checchio was convicted on his
2000 charges.

According to the state Department
of Corrections website, Checchio was
sentenced in February of 2002 to a
maximum of four years for posses-
sion, which was connected to his
September 2000 arrest.

The website says that he was re-
leased on November 7, 2003.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GONE FISHIN’...Adults and kids alike enjoy the annual fishing derby sponsored by the Policeman’s Benevolent
Association at Mindowaskin Park on Saturday.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
EARNING HIS WINGS...Volunteers came out over the weekend to help Westfield resident Gregory Ryan with his  Eagle
Scout project. He is leading renovation of the playground at Memorial Park, which will be wheelchair accessible.

Friday’s Skate Night
At Armory Cancelled

The Family Skate Night in
Westfield scheduled for this Fri-
day night has been cancelled, as
the Armory will be used for the
National Guard troops being de-
ployed. The next skate night will
be Friday, May 21, from 7 to 9
p.m.

Tom Madaras of the WHS Ice
Hockey Association has reminded
everyone, “Let’s remember the
sacrifice these men and women,
along with their families, are
making on our behalf to maintain
the liberties and freedoms.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Concept Hearing
Held for Retail
Development
By ELIZABETH CORRELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The members of the Westfield
Planning Board heard a presentation
on Monday night regarding concept
plans for constructing a three-story,
mixed use building  on property lo-
cated at 21 East Broad Street.

Architect Barbara Vincentsen of
Vincentsen Associates reviewed the
blueprint plans and answered ques-
tions regarding the proposed project.

The mixed use building would
be 91 percent residential and 9
percent retail. There would be
seven apartment units, including
six two-bedroom units and a one-
bedroom unit. The retail space
would tally 12,000 square feet.

Plans call for a garage with 12
parking spaces for residents, which
is one short of the required total.
Entrance to the garage would be
from the rear only, with the exit
driveway emptying onto East
Broad Street.

Planning Board Chairman Jay
Boyle told Ms. Vincentsen that he
knew parking would be a concern
for business owners and custom-
ers. He requested that she specifi-
cally analyze how many parking
spaces would be lost due to the
building, and how it would impact
the nearby bank.

In addition, Mr. Boyle instructed
Ms. Vincentsen to speak with
Westfield fire and police officials
regarding accessibility to the build-
ing, and concerns about making a
left-hand turn from the exit drive-
way onto Broad Street.

A lengthy discussion was held

SUPERINTENDENT EXAMINES PROJECTED
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT

DeChristopher Honored
With Philhower Award

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
convened at McKinley Elementary
School on Tuesday to honor Stacie
DeChristopher, this year’s recipient
of the Charles Philhower Fellowship
Award. The presentation ceremony
was heavily attended by many of Ms.
DeChristopher’s fellow teachers, as
well as a number of her former and
current students and their parents.

Ms. DeChristopher, a first-grade
teacher who joined the staff at
McKinley in 1997, was presented
with a resolution from the board
honoring her outstanding achieve-
ments in education. The resolution,
which was read by Board President
Anne Riegel, commended Ms.
DeChristopher for “going beyond
academics and teaching life lessons.”

Following Mrs. Riegel’s presenta-
tion, McKinley Principal Claudia
Andreski addressed the gathered
crowd. She praised the Philhower
Committee’s decision, saying, “They
couldn’t have picked a better candi-
date.”

Ms. Andreski spoke candidly about
the high standards which Ms.
DeChristopher sets for herself and
her students, and commended her
“sunny” demeanor.

“She is magnificent,” said Ms.
Andreski.

After Ms. Andreski’s speech and
comments from other community

members, a teary-eyed Ms.
DeChristopher took the podium to
raucous applause from the assembled
onlookers. She thanked her friends
and her family for their support and
thanked Principal Andreski for her
guidance.

She added that, while receiving
the fellowship was an honor, “the
real privilege is being able to teach at
McKinley.”

Ms. DeChristopher, dabbing at
tears, professed her love of her pro-
fession, saying, “I love it because the
children I meet in September are
capable of so much more in June.”

The Charles Philhower Fellowship
Award, first awarded in 1993, is pre-
sented by the Westfield Rotary Club
in recognition of outstanding work
by an elementary school teacher in
the Westfield school district. The
award is named after Charles
Philhower, who was Westfield’s Su-
perintendent of Schools for 30 years
in the early 20th century.

Following the award presentation,
the board took a short recess and
returned to the week’s business at
hand. Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley made a presentation
to the board concerning projected
enrollment at the elementary school
level for the 2004-2005 school year.

Dr. Foley expressed mild surprise

Town Council Remains Undecided
On DWC Capital Budget Request

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Following Tuesday evening’s pub-
lic meeting, the Westfield Town Coun-
cil discussed the capital improvement
budgets for the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) and the Recre-
ation Commission, as well as the op-
erating budget for the DWC.

The Recreation Commission has
requested $1,060,000 for several

Teen Injured
At Edison

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After receiving several telephone
calls from concerned parents, The
Westfield Leader confirmed that on
April 23, a 13-year-old student was
injured at Edison Intermediate
School. The rescue squad and para-
medics transported the student to
University Hospital in Newark, the
state trauma center.

Police were still investigating
whether or not his injuries were the
result of an assault. “Whether or not
an assault took place, we’re not 100
percent sure,” Lieutenant John
Parizeau said.

He said that people were still lined
up for interviews, including the vic-
tim, and that because there are juve-
niles involved, it is the parents’ deci-
sion as to whether or not they come
forward to talk.

Lorre Korecky of the Office of
School and Community Relations
confirmed that, “an incident between
students did occur on Friday, April
23, at Edison School resulting in the
injury of one of our students.”

She told The Leader that, “the
injured student is being treated and
is recuperating. Edison Principal
Cheryl O’Brien credited the Edison
nursing staff and the first aid squad
in their quick and accurate response
to the injured student.”

She declined further comment, cit-
ing the students’ right to confidentiality.

projects, including a lighted syn-
thetic turf field at Houlihan and Sid
Fey Fields.

According to Town Administrator
James Gildea, the commission will
continue to look into a larger new
turf field.

Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence
Goldman suggested that the commis-
sion reach out to neighbors of the field
in regards to the lights.

Third Ward Councilman Andrew
Skibitsky said that the turf field
doesn’t solve the long-term goal of
increased inventory.

If the council approves the capital
requests, construction could begin
on the field in the fall and be ready
for Spring 2005 play.

Additionally, the lights at the ten-
nis courts in Tamaques Park need
replacing and the courts need to be
resurfaced.

The DWC is requesting a $370,000
operating budget, which is up $20,000
from last year, and over $1.5 million in
capital improvements for downtown.

It had been discussed in previous
meetings that the DWC would pay a
portion of the debt service for the
capital projects through its assess-
ments.

Mr. Gildea said that the DWC has
been carrying over a surplus in its
budget for the past couple of years, and
by law that surplus has to be applied to
the following year’s budget.

Councilman Goldman suggested
creating a line item in the DWC
budget for capital improvements.

Council members had different
opinions as to whether or not to
appropriate the capital money for
lighting, trees and sidewalk replace-
ment in the downtown.

First Ward Councilman and Fi-
nance Committee Chairman Peter
Echausse said that he feels the capi-
tal requests should be deferred. He
said that while he is in favor of the
projects, the timing is bad in light of
the South Avenue circle project and
the possibility of the parking ga-
rages.

First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana said that it would only cost
$75,000 a year for 15 years. He said
that the project was proposed six

years ago and has been ignored.
Third Ward Councilman Mark

Ciarrocca said that spending the
money would send the wrong mes-
sage to the taxpayers. He said that he
cannot see spending $800,000 to rip
up sidewalks and install lights and
trees with this year’s tax increase.

The council will discuss the pro-
posals again at next Tuesday’s con-
ference session.

Parking Dominates
Council Meeting

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Tuesday night’s public portion of
the Westfield Town Council meeting
was once again dominated by dis-
cussion of parking. Residents both
for and against the construction of
parking garages on South Avenue
and Prospect and Elm Streets ad-
dressed the mayor and council.

An ordinance to enforce and charge
for overnight parking, as well as the
sale of daily permits in the South
Avenue parking lot, was pulled off
the agenda earlier in the week. Ac-
cording to Town Administrator James
Gildea, council members had some
concerns and wanted to work on it
more.

Downtown resident Beverly
McGrath said that a fee for overnight
parking would be unfair. She said
there is not a lot of people looking for
parking downtown at 2 a.m. She also
feels it would be unfair that she would
have to move her car at night and
again in the morning.

Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt said that residents should
be charged for using an asset that
belongs to the town.

Cynthia Foulke said that when she
lived in downtown Cranford, she paid
$5 for a permit that allowed her to
park in the municipal lots overnight.

“When you have a mall, you need
parking,” said William Shepherd. He
said that the lack of parking is a
serious problem and encouraged the
council to do something to solve it.

Robert Tart said, “If garages go up,
I’ll stop shopping here.” He said that
when he worked at John Frank’s,
where The Gap is now located, the
owners made their employees park
on Orchard Street.

Robert Nehring spoke on behalf of
WE CARE (Westfielders Concerned
About Responsible Development)
stating that the group has collected
over 1,200 signatures on a petition
against the redevelopment plans.

Warren Rorden said that a “viable
downtown benefits all residents.” He
said that the opposition to the park-
ing garages is a “small vocal minor-
ity.”

Jim Baker said that employees
currently holding permits should all
be parking in lot 9, on North Avenue,
and that the Elm Street lot should be
used for shoppers.

James Abate said, “The residents
do not want these parking structures.”
He added that people feel the wait
list is being manipulated and he has
yet to hear a commuter at the meet-
ings requesting more parking.

Mr. Abate said that, while he
doesn’t fault the business owners for
wanting to increase parking, some of
them are not residents and will not be
paying the taxes.

Councilman Betancourt said, “All
of us should share the additional
burden parking creates.”

“You do not know better than the
people, you are representatives of
the people,” Warren Victor said.

Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Allison
O’Hara said that discounting the
opinions of storeowners and threat-
ening them concerns her. She said
that the business owners volunteer in
the community and help make the
downtown beautiful.

Bob Haggerty said he would like
to see a smaller scale project pro-
posed, with a non-binding referen-
dum on the final plan.
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One week or the 
whole summer. 

For children ages 3-15 

Spots are still available 
in many of our 
traditional full day 

camps like Blue Sky 
and Sunshine, our  half 

day preschool camps 
and our Caravan and 
Teen Express travel 
camps.  Some other 
camps still available.   
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Summer Day Camp 2004 

Westfield Area Y * 220 Clark St. 
Westfield, NJ  07090 

908-233-2700 
www.westfieldynj.org 

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

...Happy!!

Make Mom...

Mom works so hard all year long, and 
everyday should be Mother’s Day, but we 
only have One Mother’s Day, so its up to 
us to make it Special.

Nothing will make a Mom smile more 
than a beautiful flowering plant...At 
Williams our Greenhouse has thousands of 
flowering plants, including all of Mom’s 
favorites. My Mom is holding one of our 
beautiful clematis, but there are many 
others to select from.

If your Mom is a professional shopper 
like mine, you should get her one of our gift 
cards. They are available in any $$$ 
amount and, then she can pick out 
everything she wants herself.

Mom works so hard all year long, and 
everyday should be Mother’s Day, but we 
only have One Mother’s Day, so its up to 
us to make it Special.

Nothing will make a Mom smile more 
than a beautiful flowering plant...At 
Williams our Greenhouse has thousands of 
flowering plants, including all of Mom’s 
favorites. My Mom is holding one of our 
beautiful clematis, but there are many 
others to select from.

If your Mom is a professional shopper 
like mine, you should get her one of our gift 
cards. They are available in any $$$ 
amount and, then she can pick out 
everything she wants herself.

Joan
“Best Mom in the World”

Williams....
OK so not everyone will

agree, but She is to me, and
I’m paying the ad bill -Dave W.

Quick Gift
Solution

Mother’s
Day Headquarters

Thousands of
Plants on Display

Mother’s Day Week Hours   5/3-5/9 
Wed-Fri 9am-7pm Sat 7am-7pm
Sun-Tue 9am-6pm

Mother’s Day Week Hours   5/3-5/9 
Wed-Fri 9am-7pm Sat 7am-7pm
Sun-Tue 9am-6pm

Nature of Call:
Cardiac
Cardiac Arrest
Motor Vehicle Accident
Maternity/GYN
DOA
Lift Assist
Fire
Choking/Airway Obstruction
Allergic Reaction
Amputation
Bleeding/Hemorrhage
Chest Injury
Diabetic Related (potential)
Gastro-Intestinal Distress
Illness - Other
Other Injury
Head/Neck Injury
Respiratory Distress
Spinal Injury
Stroke
Fracture (suspected)
Syncope
Unconscious
Behavioral Emergency
Pre-Arranged Transport
TOTAL

WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for Week Ending Nov. 16, 2002

16
3
11
1
1
7
3
1
7
1
10
2
5
13
16
7
13
29
6
6
9
7
8
5
2

263

Statistics for April 2004

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, APRIL 30
· Two cases of wine valued at $72

altogether were reported stolen by
unknown persons from a loading dock
at an Elm Street supermarket.

· Anthony Alves, 18, of
Rahway was arrested on
Madison Avenue and charged
with possession of suspected
ecstasy, described by police
as a single tablet, and with
being under the influence of
a controlled dangerous sub-
stance. Alves was later re-
leased on his own recogni-
zance.

MONDAY, MAY 3
· Four assaults were re-

ported as the result of an al-
tercation between two female
students, ages 14 and 15, at a
Westfield Avenue high
school.

A female teacher who at-
tempted to break up the fight
also was assaulted, allegedly
by a 17-year-old student who
had wanted the younger girls
to keep fighting.

The teacher claimed she
was struck in the face and
the left ear with a clenched
fist, had a fingernail ripped
out, and sustained a cut on
another finger.  She was
transported to Union Hospi-
tal, where she was treated
and released.

A female school employee
who also tried to intercede
was bitten on the upper left
leg by one of the girls di-
rectly involved in the alterca-
tion. She was examined by
Westfield Rescue Squad per-
sonnel but opted to seek medi-
cal attention on her own, au-
thorities said.

The 17-year-old was taken

into custody following the incident
and subsequently released to her
mother. No charges had been filed
against any of the students involved
in the altercation as of press time.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TAKING IT EASY...This father and son pair enjoyed the fishing at Mindowaskin
Park on Saturday morning.

regarding proposed elevation, which
was recognized as a concern for
Westfielders. Ms. Vincentsen is re-
questing 43 feet, which she explained
would include a gabled roof that would
provide a residential look for the build-
ing, as well as an attractive screen
covering for mechanical equipment
located on the roof.

In the regular session of the planning
board, two pieces of unfinished busi-
ness were completed. Site plan ap-
proval was given to Burgers R Us, LLC
for a burger restaurant named Chee
Burger Chee Burger to occupy the
former premises of Great Harvest Bread
Company.

Applicants on Maryland Street had
their request approved to move the lot
line 29 feet to the northeast to create a
more uniform lot pattern on the street,
with no new lot being created.

In addition, property owners on
Prospect Street were granted approval
to move the lot line between two
properties by transferring approxi-
mately 3,570 square feet from one lot
to the other.

at the enrollment numbers at the
kindergarten level, which are “way
down.”

He noted that the single kindergar-
ten section at Washington Elemen-
tary School has a projected class of
25 students, which is at the highest
limit of the district’s class size policy.
As a possible solution to alleviate the
burden at Washington School, Dr.
Foley suggested seeing if any par-
ents of students projected to be in
Washington’s kindergarten class
would be interested in having their
student attend class at nearby Wilson
Elementary School instead.

Class sizes in each of Wilson
School’s three Kindergarten sections
are projected to be approximately 19
students. This plan was proposed as
a less-controversial alternative to re-
districting.

A similar situation exists at
Tamaques Elementary School,
where first-grade class sizes are es-
timated to be at 22 students per
section. Dr. Foley suggested that
some parents of Tamaques students
might consider sending their stu-
dent to McKinley School instead,
where class sizes are expected to be
approximately 15 pupils in each of
the three sections.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Projected Elementary School
Enrollment Eyed by Dr. Foley

Additionally, Franklin Elementary
School will have a new first grade
section, bringing that school’s total
up to six sections.

“We will have to take over the art
room at Franklin to fit in the sixth
first grade section,” said Dr. Foley.

The projected numbers for the fifth
grade at Wilson Elementary School
indicate there will be four sections of
24 students each. If that number in-
creases, a trailer classroom might be
needed to house an additional sec-
tion.

Dr. Foley called the enrollment
situation at Wilson School “volatile”
and told the board that he would not
be surprised “to see some change
there.”

The board approved a number of
policies on first reading, including
policies on health education and
academic freedom, which encour-
ages “unbiased and professionally-
directed study of controversial is-
sues when such issues arise and
relate directly to the course curricu-
lum.”

The board also approved on sec-
ond reading a number of policies
initially approved at a meeting in
early April. These policies, includ-
ing policies on employee training,
sexual harassment and family leave,
are now official district policy.

At the board’s next public meeting
on Tuesday, May 18, members will
hear from Dr. Foley on both the
proposal for a new track and artifi-
cial turf field at Kehler Stadium and
the district’s new technology plan.

Wrongful Termination
Suit Filed by Former

S. Plains Police Officer
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- A former
member of the Scotch Plains Police
Department has filed suit against the
department, the township and other
individuals, alleging that he had been
wrongly dismissed last year.

James Cassidy, a sergeant who was
on the police force for approximately
12 years, is alleging that township

officials had conspired to deprive
him of his civil rights when he was
terminated in March 2003 for con-
duct unbecoming a police officer.
His termination followed indepen-
dent investigators conclusions that
he had engaged in sexual miscon-
duct while on duty.

Mr. Cassidy had first been suspended
with pay pending an investigation by
a trio of outside experts because, ac-
cording to Township Attorney Dou-
glas Hansen, “these were serious alle-
gations and we wanted to be sure that
there would be no question” of impar-
tiality. “We went out and got the best
people,” he told The Westfield Leader.

Elizabeth Gramigna, Esq., an ex-
pert in sexual harassment and civil
rights, conducted a confidential in-
ternal investigation. Her report was
then referred to Thomas Savage,
Esq., an outside independent pros-
ecutor and expert in police disci-
pline and investigation, who re-
viewed the report and suggested
charges to township officials. After-
wards, Hearing Officer Robert Czech,
Esq. presided over eight hearings over
the course of three month, with Mr.
Savage acting as prosecutor. Mr.
Czech then wrote an opinion based
on his finding Mr. Cassidy guilty of
the charges and forwarded his rec-
ommendations to Township Manager
Thomas Atkins, who then terminated
Mr. Cassidy from his position 13
months ago. Mr. Hansen termed the
three outside personnel “knowledge-
able, thorough and bright.”

Mr. Cassidy is also currently in-
volved in an appeal of his discharge
before the Office of Administrative
Law in Newark.

Mr. Hansen described Mr.
Cassidy’s complaint against the
township as “rambling, frivolous and
malicious allegations that lack merit
both in law and in fact, and done
with the apparent attempt to embar-
rass the township, its officials and
innocent individuals.”

Mr. Hansen told The Leader that “at
all times, the township and its officials
acted pursuant to all civil rights re-
quirements, discrimination law, po-
lice procedures and followed due pro-
cess required under state and federal
constitutions, which Cassidy now
wrongfully alleges were violated.”

Referring to Ms. Gramigna, Mr.
Savage and Mr. Czech, he said that
“the mere fact that outside experts,
investigators, prosecutors and hear-
ings officers who were independent
attests to the lengths the township
went to protect the interests of not
only Mr. Cassidy, but the citizens of
the township.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Concept
Hearing

BECOME A SUBSCRIBER:
CALL (908) 232-4407

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Parking Issue Continues
To Dominate Council Mtg.

SPECIALLY SELECTED…Governor
Livingston (GL) High School junior
and Mountainside resident Freddi
Mack has been accepted into the New
Jersey All-State Choir. She has previ-
ously been selected into the Central
Jersey Regional Choir in 2003 and 2004.
Freddi expressed her gratitude to James
Musacchio, GL Choral Director, for
his “selfless support and help in pre-
paring her for this great honor.”

Antoinette Monaco-Betman said,
“We need to define what it is the
people of Westfield are looking for.”
She added that she is not happy with
the way Westfield is continuing to
evolve.

Several residents also said that they
would like to see it be mandatory that
downtown employees park on South
Avenue on Saturdays so that more
spaces would be freed up for shoppers.

“I care about the town,” Mayor
Gregory McDermott told The
Westfield Leader. He said that he
wants to see development on South
Avenue, which would increase prop-
erty values in the area and expand the
downtown. He would like to see re-
tail that would complement the South
Avenue businesses, fewer residen-
tial units, and a structure under 40

feet high.
He stated that the council is “not

going to raise taxes” to fund the
project. If tax support is needed, the
plans that exist now will have to be
thrown out and started over. The
mayor said that if tax support is
needed to build parking structures,
the issue would have to be addressed
differently.

Last evening, the council was
scheduled to meet with developer
Robert Powell in a closed session
meeting. According to Mayor
McDermott, the council met with
Redevelopment Attorney Robert
Goldsmith two weeks ago so that
officials could discuss what they want
to see in the two projects. The coun-
cil will now try to communicate its
desires to Mr. Powell.

WESTFIELD — David Muroff, a
senior at Westfield High School
(WHS), was recently honored by the
WHS Ice Hockey Team as the 2004
recipient of the Ben Arnold Award.

The Ben Arnold Award, in the form
of a trophy, was presented to David
at the team’s end-of-season banquet
celebration held at L’Affaire in
Mountainside.

Named in honor of the Roosevelt
Intermediate School student who lost
his life in a tragic boating accident in
the summer before his freshman year
at WHS, the Ben Arnold Award is
presented each year by members of
the Ice Hockey Team who vote on the
player with the most team spirit.

Ben, who would have been a
member of WHS’ first Ice Hockey
Team, embodied the enthusiasm and
exuberance that the award honors.

David, who will be attending
Kutztown University in Pennsylva-
nia, where he will study mechanical
engineering, has been a member for

the past four years of the WHS Ice
Hockey Team, where he plays cen-
ter. He has been ice-skating since he
was two years old and playing ice
hockey since he was four.

“David is an ideal choice for the
Ben Arnold Award because he exhib-
its enthusiasm and great attitude,”
commented WHS Athletic Director
Edward Tranchina.

“As a team member,” Mr.
Tranchina added, “David always put
the team first.”

David Muroff Honored
By WHS Ice Hockey Team

Joseph Kenny Inducted
Into Nat’l Honor Society

WESTFIELD – Joseph Kenny,
a junior at Oratory Prep in Sum-
mit, was recently inducted into
the Newman Chapter of the Na-
tional Honor Society during a
ceremony at the school.

Joseph is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Joseph Kenny of Westfield.
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SP-F BOE Opposes Senate Bills,
Welcomes New Fanwood Member

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education welcomed new
Fanwood representative Rob
O’Connor to the board on Thursday
night at a brief annual re-organiza-
tion meeting.

Mr. O’Connor was the write-in
candidate on the ballot after Seamus
Dolan withdrew from the race, and
he is taking the place of Pat Hoynes-
O’Connor.

Craig Nowlin and Lance Porter,
both from Scotch Plains, returned to
the board after running unopposed.
The three men were sworn in and
took an oath to uphold the mission of
the district.

The board voted to have board
vice president Linda Nelson move to
the role of president, as Mr. Porter
finished his two years as president.
Longtime board member Thomas
Russo was voted as vice president
for the upcoming term.

As part of the agenda for the an-
nual re-organization meeting that oc-
curs after the election and the pass-
ing of the budget, the board voted on
and passed the following: a motion
to approve the official newspapers

for publication of board related no-
tices; adoption of existing board poli-
cies and curricula; setting of official

board meeting locations for regu-
larly scheduled monthly meetings

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Former Officer Cassidy Files
Wrongful Termination Suit

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

A former member of the Scotch
Plains Police Department has filed
suit against the department, the town-
ship and other individuals, alleging
that he had been wrongly dismissed
last year.

James Cassidy, a sergeant who was
on the police force for approximately
12 years, is alleging that township
officials had conspired to deprive
him of his civil rights when he was
terminated in March 2003 for con-
duct unbecoming a police officer.
His termination followed indepen-
dent investigators’ conclusions that
he had engaged in sexual miscon-
duct while on duty.

Mr. Cassidy had first been sus-
pended with pay pending an investi-
gation by a trio of outside experts
because, according to Township At-
torney Douglas Hansen, “these were
serious allegations and we wanted to
be sure that there would be no ques-
tion” of impartiality. “We went out
and got the best people,” he told The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Elizabeth Gramigna, Esq., an ex-

pert in sexual harassment and civil
rights, conducted a confidential in-
ternal investigation. Her report was
then referred to Thomas Savage, Esq.,
an outside independent prosecutor
and expert in police discipline and
investigation, who reviewed the re-
port and suggested charges to town-
ship officials. Afterwards, Hearing
Officer Robert Czech, Esq. presided
over eight hearings over the course
of three month, with Mr. Savage
acting as prosecutor. Mr. Czech then
wrote an opinion based on his find-
ing Mr. Cassidy guilty of the charges
and forwarded his recommendations
to Township Manager Thomas
Atkins, who then terminated Mr.
Cassidy from his position 13 months
ago. Mr. Hansen termed the three
outside personnel “knowledgeable,
thorough and bright.”

Mr. Cassidy is also currently in-
volved in an appeal of his discharge
before the Office of Administrative
Law in Newark.

Mr. Hansen described Mr.
Cassidy’s complaint against the town-
ship as “rambling, frivolous and
malicious allegations that lack merit
both in law and in fact, and done with
the apparent attempt to embarrass

Ben Solomon for The Times
SWEARING IN...Newly elected Board of Education member Rob O’Connor, right, and incumbent members Lance
Porter, left and Craig Nowlin were sworn in for three year terms last Thursday.

Ben Solomon for The Times
TAKING THE HELM...Linda Nelson, left, was elected President of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood  Board of Education and Thomas Russo was elected Vice-
President at Thursday night’s reorganizational meeting.

Erratum
In a front page article of the

April 29 edition on the Union
County Board of Chosen Free-
holders meeting, the boy who
sang “Little People” from Les
Miserables was misidentified as
Jake Forrestal. Though Forrestal
performed during the show’s run
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, Daniel Pesin performed
the song at the freeholder meet-
ing.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Checchio Had Prior Arrest
Before Kidnapping Charge

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Last week, Scotch Plains resident
John Checchio, the owner of Don’s
Tree Service, was arrested and
charged with first degree kidnap-
ping. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Mauro Checchio. The senior Mr.
Checchio was mayor of Scotch
Plains in 1959.

Police allege that Checchio kid-
napped a 34-year-old Plainfield
woman and drove her to his resi-
dence, where he forced her to dis-
robe and assaulted her.

Checchio was arrested for a simi-
lar incident in September 2000, for
kidnapping a 24-year-old Plainfield
woman. He was charged with kid-
napping, criminal restraint, aggra-
vated assault and making terroristic

threats. Checchio was accused of
having abducted the victim from
Richmond Street in Plainfield and
driving her to his Scotch Plains
home, where he made her disrobe.
The police found the woman locked
the basement.

Robert O’Leary from the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office could
not release information as to whether
or not Checchio was convicted on
his 2000 charges.

According to the state Depart-
ment of Corrections website,
Checchio was sentenced in Febru-
ary of 2002 to a maximum of four
years for possession, which was
connected to his September 2000
arrest.

The website says that he was re-
leased on November 7, 2003.

Twp. Council Looks at Improving
Library and Town Hall Buildings

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

With several township buildings in
need of significant repairs, Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks said this
week that officials were “looking at a
large capital improvement bond ordi-
nance” to finance the renovations.

The mayor made his remarks at
the Township Council’s conference
meeting on Tuesday evening follow-

ing a presentation by Library Director
Meg Kolaya that detailed what is
estimated to be more than $500,000
in needed roof repairs, plumbing up-
grades and other renovations at the
38-year-old library on Bartle Avenue.

Council members have been discuss-
ing building conditions not only at the
library, but also at the municipal build-
ing on Park Avenue and the public
works building on Plainfield Avenue.

Mrs. Kolaya’s presentation this
week offered the first clear indica-
tion of the costs the township faces in
repairing some of its buildings.

Capital improvements “are long
overdue,” the mayor admitted. “It’s
time to bite the bullet.”

Mrs. Kolaya, joined by Joseph
Duff, the President of the Library’s
Board of Trustees, spoke to the coun-
cil for 45 minutes, during which she
outlined some of the improvements
and upgrades made at the library
during the past 15 months, including
upgrades in the building’s lighting
and electrical systems, additional
computers, the installation of a new
book drop, a refurbishing of the com-
munity room and the reopening of
the music room.

However, Mrs. Kolaya said certain
areas are still in need of upgrades,
saying that stairwell banisters are
not currently compliant with federal
disability regulations. She said cer-
tain plumbing features were in poor
condition and in need of replace-
ment and upgrade, adding that the
library’s existing windows were non-
tempered and not insulated.

The building’s major problem,
however, is its roof, which over the
years has deteriorated to a point where
melting snow and heavy rains cause
numerous leaks into the building’s
interior, threatening not only its book

collection but also the computers
that have been installed.

Mrs. Kolaya showed the council a
number of photographs detailing the
condition of the roof, which is basi-
cally made up of strips of sheet metal
that were laid over the original slate
roof without being adequately sealed
to prevent leaks.

She also showed photographs of
the numerous areas inside the library
where leaks are chronic and water
damage is serious. The board of trust-
ees, she said, is reluctant to move
ahead with further improvements un-
til the issue of the roof is addressed.

Mrs. Kolaya, who became Library
Director in late 2002, said the cost of
replacing the roof would be in the
$250,000 to $300,000 range while
the cost of replacing the windows
with ones that are insulated and tem-
pered would be close to $100,000.

She expressed her hope that some
of the upgrades could be financed
via grants, but Mr. Duff told the
council that, at best, only about 10
percent of the total repair costs would
be funded this way, making clear the
need for a capital ordinance.

The council is also looking at up-
grades to the roof of the 32-year-old
Municipal Building, which has also
been plagued by leaks in recent years.

During a brief discussion on Tues-
day, Township Manager Thomas
Atkins said one solution being dis-
cussed by township officials would
be to temporarily seal the roof this
year while considering more perma-
nent solutions.

Officials are consulting with archi-
tects about the roof but have not yet
released details of the potential costs.
And discussions are also expected in
the coming weeks about the condi-
tion of the Public Works building.

            Elizabeth Correll for The Times
A PLACE IN HISTORY…Mayor Colleen Mahr, left, and Dolores O’Brien, Chair-
woman of Fanwood’s Historic Preservation Commission, in front of The Urner Gibbs
House in the Fanwood Park Historic District. The house was built in 1894 by Benjamin
Urner as a wedding gift for his daughter, who married William Gibbs, a mechanical
engineer who worked with Thomas Edison on recording devices.

Fanwood District Receives Historic Designation
From State; Mayor Lauds Preservation Group

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Its official: Fanwood has a place in
history. The New Jersey Register of
Historic Places has designated a sec-
tion of the borough, known as
Fanwood Park Historic District, wor-
thy of historic status.

Procuring the status has long
been a goal for Fanwood’s His-
toric Preservation Commission.
Five years ago they hired archi-
tectural historian Nancy Zerbe,
of the consulting firm Arch² in
Metuchen, and she has been
researching the residences in
the area and compiling infor-
mation for the application to
the state.

It was decided that the area
would include 79 homes, with
58 designated as “contributing”
and 21 as “non-contributing.”
The designation was assigned
based on the year the structure
was built. The homes in the
area date from the late 19th and
early 20th centuries.

The parameters of the dis-
trict are Martine Avenue from
North Avenue to Pleasant Av-
enue, and North Avenue from
Nichols Court to Farley Avenue.

The residents whose homes
are on these streets were all
notified of the borough’s appli-
cation for historic status, and
were able to provide opinions
and feedback to the commission.

In December, the state voted unani-
mously to assign historic status to
the district. The status was awarded
officially on March 3, and letters
were mailed out to all residents in the
district in April.

The primary benefit of this status

is that that before the state, county or
municipality can proceed with any
type of work or construction that will
impact any of the properties in this
area, they must appear before the
department that oversees the Regis-
ter of Historic Places, which is the

Department of Environmental Pro-
tection.

The official wording of the letter
received by residents is that the his-
toric status “prevents the state, a
county, municipality or any of their
agencies or instrumentalities from
undertaking any project that will

encroach upon, damage or destroy
the property listed without the ap-
proval from the Commissioner of the
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection.”

Fanwood Park Historic District is
also currently being considered for

inclusion on the National Register of
Historic Places.

Mayor Colleen Mahr commended
the work of the commission in an
interview with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “In the short time
I’ve been mayor, it is apparent how
hard the historic commission works.

They deserve all our thanks and praise
for the long process of being put on
the New Jersey and then the National
Registers. The beauty of the archi-
tecture and the homes is part of the
charm of Fanwood. It is obvious the
care the homeowners have taken.
My hat is off to the Commission for
diligently pursuing this.”

Dolores O’Brien, Chairwoman of
Fanwood’s Historic Preservation

Police Closer
To Building

Comm. Tower
By ELIZABETH CORRELL

Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Police Depart-
ment is one step closer to getting
the new communications tower
that it so desperately needs. It was
decided at Tuesday’s agenda meet-
ing of the mayor and council that
only one more piece of informa-
tion is required before a final de-
cision will be made regarding the
best location for the tower.

A 120-foot lattice tower will
replace the current tower, located
on borough property, which is lean-
ing precariously. More impor-
tantly, the police department re-
quires a new tower immediately
to protect the expensive new com-
munication equipment that it re-
ceived as the result of a grant. It
has taken several months for re-
search to be done at the site to
determine the proper location for
the tower, as well as which type
and size of tower would be needed
by the borough.

Residents in the area have come
to public meetings and expressed
their concerns about the view of
the large tower from their homes
located across the street from bor-
ough hall, as well as the possibil-
ity of many unsightly sheds that
would be necessary to house the
equipment of cellular companies.

The mayor and council will dis-
cuss the number of cellular pro-
viders that the borough would be
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One week or the 
whole summer. 

For children ages 3-15 

Spots are still available 
in many of our 
traditional full day 

camps like Blue Sky 
and Sunshine, our  half 

day preschool camps 
and our Caravan and 
Teen Express travel 
camps.  Some other 
camps still available.   
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Summer Day Camp 2004 

Westfield Area Y * 220 Clark St. 
Westfield, NJ  07090 

908-233-2700 
www.westfieldynj.org 

Teen Injured
At WF School

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

...Happy!!

Make Mom...

Mom works so hard all year long, and 
everyday should be Mother’s Day, but we 
only have One Mother’s Day, so its up to 
us to make it Special.

Nothing will make a Mom smile more 
than a beautiful flowering plant...At 
Williams our Greenhouse has thousands of 
flowering plants, including all of Mom’s 
favorites. My Mom is holding one of our 
beautiful clematis, but there are many 
others to select from.

If your Mom is a professional shopper 
like mine, you should get her one of our gift 
cards. They are available in any $$$ 
amount and, then she can pick out 
everything she wants herself.

Mom works so hard all year long, and 
everyday should be Mother’s Day, but we 
only have One Mother’s Day, so its up to 
us to make it Special.

Nothing will make a Mom smile more 
than a beautiful flowering plant...At 
Williams our Greenhouse has thousands of 
flowering plants, including all of Mom’s 
favorites. My Mom is holding one of our 
beautiful clematis, but there are many 
others to select from.

If your Mom is a professional shopper 
like mine, you should get her one of our gift 
cards. They are available in any $$$ 
amount and, then she can pick out 
everything she wants herself.

Joan
“Best Mom in the World”

Williams....
OK so not everyone will

agree, but She is to me, and
I’m paying the ad bill -Dave W.

Quick Gift
Solution

Mother’s
Day Headquarters

Thousands of
Plants on Display

Mother’s Day Week Hours   5/3-5/9 
Wed-Fri 9am-7pm Sat 7am-7pm
Sun-Tue 9am-6pm

Mother’s Day Week Hours   5/3-5/9 
Wed-Fri 9am-7pm Sat 7am-7pm
Sun-Tue 9am-6pm

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- After receiv-
ing several telephone calls from
concerned parents, The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times confirmed
that on April 23, a 13-year-old
student was injured at Edison In-
termediate School in Westfield.
The rescue squad and paramedics
transported the student to Univer-
sity Hospital in Newark, the state
trauma center.

Police were still investigating
whether or not his injuries were
the result of an assault. “Whether
or not an assault took place,
we’re not 100 percent sure,” Lt.
John Parizeau said.

He said that people were still
lined up for interviews, including
the victim, and that because there
are juveniles involved, it is the
parents’ decision as to whether or
not they come forward to talk.

Lorre Korecky of the Office of
School and Community Relations
confirmed that, “an incident be-
tween students did occur on Fri-
day, April 23, at Edison School
resulting in the injury of one of
our students.”

She told The Times that, “the
injured student is being treated and
is recuperating. Edison Principal
Cheryl O’Brien credited the Edison
nursing staff and the first aid squad
in their quick and accurate response
to the injured student.”

She declined further comment,
citing the students’ right to confi-
dentiality.

(which are posted on the board
website); motion to pass the distribu-
tion of notices for meetings; adop-
tion of resolution for auditing, legal
and negotiating services; appoint-
ment of treasurer of school monies;
designation of official depositories
(local banks); approval of monthly
tax payments by municipalities; elec-
tion of a board member to serve on
the Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission’s School Board
(Mr. Nowlin); and election of a board
member to serve as a delegate on the
Representative Assembly (Mr.
O’Connor).

In other matters, the board moved
to pass a resolution opposing Senate
Bill 1298 that requires coordinated
transportation service agencies. This

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Board of Education Welcomes
Dolan, New Fanwood Member

bill basically eliminates competition
between private and public transpor-
tation companies. Currently the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict can contract private transporta-
tion companies directly, but under
the proposed senate bill the district
would have to place bids under all
the circumstances which would in-
evitably drive up costs for the district
at the benefit of the transportation
companies, as explained by Busi-
ness Administrator Anthony Del
Sordi. The board voted to oppose the
bill, which other districts are doing
as well.

The BOE will resume usual board
business at their open agenda meet-
ing on the Thursday, May 13.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Designation
Commission, told The Times that,
“the whole reason for the historic
status is to preserve the character and
the integrity of the borough. That’s
why we all decided to live here, be-
cause of what Fanwood looks like.”

Mrs. O’Brien stated that her two
favorite words were “preserve and
protect.”

Meetings of the Fanwood Historic
Preservation Commission are held on
the third Tuesday of the month at 7:15
p.m. at the Community House, lo-
cated on the North Avenue side of the
Fanwood train station, and the public
is welcome to attend.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Police Move Closer
To Building Comm. Tower

able to provide for in the future at
length. Mayor Colleen Mahr clari-
fied that they are “not entertaining
anyone specifically right now.”

Over several meetings it has been
made clear that the borough will
benefit from the fee paid by a cell
carrier. Originally it was proposed
that there be room for two carriers,
one inside the borough building, and
another outside, with its equipment
in an “aesthetically pleasing” shed.
It was decided that only one carrier
would be allowed.

After much discussion, it was de-
cided at Tuesday’s meeting that one
more soil-boring test would be done
for a possible location next to the
borough building. If this test shows
that the location is not suitable for a
tower to be built there, then the origi-
nal location for the new tower by the
detention basin will be chosen.

Parking problems continue at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
The board of education, as well as
the Township of Scotch Plains and
the Borough of Fanwood, have been
searching for answers to the limited
amount of available parking. In re-
sponse to residents’ complaints, park-
ing has been prohibited on certain
streets in the area surrounding the
school. Mayor Mahr informed coun-
cil members that as a result of this,
many students are now parking on
Watchung View Place and Tillotson
Road. Residents on those streets have
voiced complaints and concerns to
Mayor Mahr’s office, regarding stu-
dents loitering after school hours and
littering on their properties. As a
result, Mayor Mahr is supporting an
ordinance that would limit parking
during school hours on those streets.

Councilman Stuart Kline was con-
cerned that this might not be a per-
manent solution; that it might only
“perpetuate the problem” because
then parking problems would occur
on other streets.

Mayor Mahr said that all possible
permanent solutions were being re-
searched, however the concerns of
the residents, especially senior citi-
zens, who were affected by the stu-
dents on their properties, needed to
be addressed immediately.

In addition, Police Chief Donald
Domanowski emphasized a safety
issue: too many cars parked on these
streets prevents fire trucks from get-
ting down the road and also makes it
difficult for an ambulance or police
car.

Councilman Andrew Calamaras
stated that the board of education has
looked at this issue extensively, and
that one possible solution of building
a parking lot is not possible because
there is no location to do so. As
liaison to the board of education,
Councilwoman Donna Dolce said
that the parents of students have ex-
plained the need for high school stu-
dents to have cars at school to be able
to drive to after school jobs and
classes.

The ordinance will be voted on at
next Tuesday’s council meeting.

Many residents have complained
about loud trucks performing resi-
dential garbage collection as early as
4 a.m. on some streets. Council At-
torney Dennis Estes informed the
mayor and council that they have the
power to set the hours for such ser-
vice and that Westfield and Cranford
have chosen to pass ordinances that
specify hours. It was decided that a
letter would be sent to the companies
that service Fanwood, requesting a
meeting to discuss hours of collec-
tion.

Fanwood Liquor Store has re-
quested that it be allowed to begin
sale of alcohol at 12 p.m. on Sun-
days, rather than the current ordi-
nance, which prohibits the sale of
alcohol before 1 p.m. on that day.
The mayor and council will research
the issue, and determine if the busi-
ness owner is being put to a disad-
vantage due to other stores begin-
ning sale of alcohol at an earlier
time.

Private individuals will be sell-
ing Mother’s Day flowers this Sun-
day on the sidewalk in front of
Fanwood Bagels & Deli on Martine
Avenue. This has been allowed in
past years, with the council asking
the two florists in the area if they
objected to it, with one florist ob-
jecting to it and the other saying
they did not mind.

Pastel Demonstration Planned
With Parsippany Artist in FW

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Associa-
tion will present a pastel demonstra-
tion by Dannielle Mick following
their 7:30 p.m. business meeting at
the Fanwood Community House,
North Avenue in Fanwood on
Wednesday, May 19.

The artist, who has studied in Cali-
fornia and New York, has exhibited at
galleries throughout New Jersey, New
York, the National Audubon Society,
the Salmagundi Club and the
Catherine Lorillard Wolfe Art Club.

Ms. Mick, who has amassed a list
of awards, honors and memberships,
has been published in The New York
Times, New Jersey Countryside, Pas-
tel Journal and other periodicals. She
teaches at her studio, the Somerset
Art Association in Bedminster and

the New Jersey School of Visual Arts
in Summit.

Working in all mediums, Ms. Mick
is inspired by the natural world of
sea, sky and landscapes, often start-
ing with a plein air sketch and finish-
ing in the studio.

She cites simplicity and balance as
priorities in all of her work, adding
that, “learning to see with depth and
sensitivity, and to appreciate the
subtleties of color, light and change,”
has had a profound impact on her
work.

The public is invited to join asso-
ciation members at the meeting and
demonstration. Presided over by Ruth
Gunther, this will be the association’s
last meeting of the season.

For more information, please call
Thomas Yeager at (908) 322-5438.

the township, its officials and innocent
individuals.”

Mr. Hansen told The Times that “at
all times, the township and its officials
acted pursuant to all civil rights re-
quirements, discrimination law, police
procedures and followed due process
required under state and federal consti-
tutions, which Cassidy now wrong-
fully alleges were violated.”

Referring to Ms. Gramigna, Mr. Sav-
age and Mr. Czech, he said that “the
mere fact that outside experts, investi-
gators, prosecutors and hearings offic-
ers who were independent attests to the
lengths the township went to protect the
interests of not only Mr. Cassidy, but the
citizens of the township.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lawsuit

              Brooks Crandall The Times
A WATCHFUL EYE…Scotch Plains police lend a watchful eye as children from the Magnet School in Scotch Plains enjoy
a fun run on Saturday.

Parking Continues to Dominate
Westfield Town Council Meeting

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Tuesday night’s
public portion of the Westfield Town
Council was once again dominated by
discussion of parking. Residents both
for and against the construction of park-
ing garages on South Avenue and Pros-
pect and Elm Streets addressed the
mayor and council.

An ordinance to enforce and charge
for overnight parking, as well as the
sale of daily permits in the South Av-
enue parking lot was pulled off the
agenda earlier in the week. According
to Town Administrator James Gildea
council members had some concerns
and wanted to work on it more.

Downtown resident Beverly
McGrath said that a fee for overnight
parking would be unfair. She said that
lots of people are not looking for park-
ing downtown at 2 a.m. She also feels
it would be unfair that she would have
to move her car at night and again in the
morning.

Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt said that residents should
be charged for using an asset that be-
longs to the town.

Cynthia Foulke said that when she
lived in downtown Cranford she paid
$5 for a permit that allowed her to park
in the municipal lots overnight.

“When you have a mall, you need
parking,” said William Shepherd. He
said that the lack of parking is a serious
problem and encouraged the council to
do something to solve it.

Robert Tart said that, “if garages go
up, I’ll stop shopping here.” He said
that when he worked at John Frank’s,
where the Gap is now located, the
owners made their employees park on
Orchard Street.

Robert Nehring spoke on behalf of

WE CARE (Westfielders Concerned
About Responsible Development) stat-
ing that the group has collected over
1,200 signatures on a petition against
the redevelopment plans.

Warren Rorden said that a “viable
downtown benefits all residents.” He
said that the opposition to the parking
garages is a “small vocal minority.”

Jim Baker said that employees cur-
rently holding permits should all be
parking in lot 9, on North Avenue, and
that the Elm Street lot should be used
for shoppers.

James Abate said, “The residents do
not want these parking structures.” He
added that people feel the wait list is
being manipulated and he has yet to
hear a commuter at the meetings re-
questing more parking.

Mr. Abate said that, while he doesn’t
fault the business owners for wanting
to increase parking, some of them are
not residents and will not pay the taxes.

Councilman Betancourt said, “All
of us should share the additional bur-
den parking creates.”

“You do not know better than the
people, you are representatives of the
people,” Warren Victor said.

Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Allison
O’Hara said that discounting the opin-
ions of storeowners and threatening
them concerns her. She said that the
business owners volunteer in the com-
munity and help make the downtown
beautiful.

Bob Haggerty said he would like to
see a smaller scale project proposed,

with a non-binding referendum on the
final plan.

Antoinette Monaco-Betman said,
“We need to define what it is the people
of Westfield are looking for.” She added
that she is not happy with the way
Westfield is continuing to evolve.

Several residents also said that they
would like to see it be mandatory that
downtown employees park on South
Avenue on Saturdays so that more
spaces would be freed up for shoppers.

“I care about the town,” Mayor Gre-
gory McDermott told The Westfield
Leader. He said that he wants to see
development on South Avenue, which
would increase property values in the
area, and expand the downtown. He
would like to see retail that would
compliment the South Avenue busi-
nesses, fewer residential units and a
structure under 40 feet tall.

He stated that the council is “not
going to raise taxes” to fund the project.
If tax support is needed, the plans that
exist now will have to be thrown out
and started over. The mayor said that if
tax support is needed to build parking
structures the issue would have to be
addressed differently.

On Wednesday evening, the council
met with developer Robert Powell in a
closed session meeting.

According to Mayor McDermott, the
council met with Redevelopment At-
torney Robert Goldsmith two weeks
ago so that the council could discuss
what they want to see in the two projects.
The council will now try to communi-
cate their desires to Mr. Powell.
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Organic Lawn Care Needed
To Protect WF Environment
WESTFIELD – Karen Scribner,

and her team of volunteers of the
First Congregational Church are
leading a program to use organic
lawn care methods and avoid the
use of chemicals and pesticides.

According to the church, the use
of chemical pesticides and fertiliz-
ers in lawn care has more than
doubled in the Westfield commu-
nity over the past ten years. New
Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection statistics show that
pesticides used on lawns in Union
County amounts to more than 19,000
pounds of pesticides spread over
grass every year.

The church believes that the use
of pesticides, herbicides, and chemi-
cal fertilizers present a real danger
in that their use results in poisoned
rainwater runoff entering ponds and
rivers, as well as the contamination
of groundwater. Every day there is
potential for children to be exposed
to lawn chemicals that are known
carcinogens and nervous system poi-
sons.

The church feels that some of
these chemicals may be linked to
recent increases in autism, asthma,
brain cancer and learning disabili-
ties in children, who are more sus-
ceptible to poisons due to their small
size.

The Reverend Keith Jones, In-
terim Senior Minister and Pamela
Gilchrist, the Associate Minister
at First Congregational Church
praise the work of those in the
church intent on being better stew-
ards of God’s creation. They agree
that, “Our earth home is a sacred
place and we have a sacred re-
sponsibility to care for that which
God has made.”

To learn more about organic
methods in lawn care or other en-
vironmental issues, contact First
Congregational Church, (908) 233-
2494.

Additional information can be
found on the Internet at sites such as
o r g a n i c f e r t i l i z e r . c o m ;
milkyspore.com; gluten.iastate.edu/
daily and hound-dog.com.

SP-F Memorial Day Parade
To Honor WW II Veterans

SCOTCH PLAINS – The 2004
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial
Day Parade will be held on Mon-
day, May 31, featuring the theme
“The Greatest Generation – A Sa-
lute to World War II Veterans.”

The theme recognizes the Na-
tional World War II Memorial that
will be dedicated in Washington,
D.C. over Memorial Day weekend.

All Scotch Plains and Fanwood
veterans of World War II will be
honored as the collective Grand

Marshal. The Parade Committee
has extended an invitation to all
township and borough residents
who served during World War II to
participate in the 2004 parade.

Interested veterans are asked to
register with the Parade Commit-
tee by calling Toni Rollis at the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building
at (908) 322-6700, extension no.
314. Vehicles will be provided to
transport the veterans along the
parade route.

TOXIN FREE...Karen Scribner, Joe Liccese and Paula Storii from the First
Congregational Church of Westfield are pictured using organic lawn care
methods on the church grounds.

WF Planning Board and Bd. Of Adjustment:
Keeping Development Within Regulation

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Look inside the courtroom in the
Westfield Municipal Building on the
first or second Monday evening of
any given month and you will see
two very active volunteer boards
conducting their usual business.

The Westfield Planning Board, lead
by Chairman Jay Boyle, meets every
first Monday of the month to hear
testimony regarding the Westfield
Master Plan and land use ordinances.
Applications range from relief from
site plan, or land use ordinances to
major or minor sub-divisions. Appli-
cants range from major corporations,
to small business owners to Westfield
homeowners.

According to Mr. Boyle, the role
of the Planning Board “is to make
good decisions for people in town
based on the Master Plan and the
Town Use Ordinance.”

Mr. Boyle explained, “The board
tries to do what is best for everyone
and tries to be consistent on its rul-
ings.”

In addition, he noted, “Every case
is different. We try hard to focus on
one application at a time and con-
sider each case based on its own
merit.”

According to Mr. Boyle, members
of the Planning Board are appointed
by the mayor to serve a full-term,
which is four years or an alternate
can be appointed, which is a term of
two years. These, he states, are all
volunteer positions. Other members
of the board include the mayor or a
mayor’s designee, a member of the
town council, a town official and the
board’s attorney.

This year’s members include: Brian
Power, James Foerst, Bruce Long,
Russell Finestein, Esq., Mr. Boyle,
Vice-Chairman Jay McDonald, Mat-
thew Nielsen, Richard Elbert, Rob-
ert Newell and Town Engineer Ken-
neth Marsh.

In addition to their monthly meet-
ings, some members of the planning
board sit on a Site Plan Review Com-
mittee, which according to Mr. Boyle
is, “a committee that reviews appli-

cations that are coming down the
road to see if there is additional
information that the Planning Board
might need so the applicant doesn’t
have to wait another full month to
have their case heard.”

When asked about the develop-
ment of Westfield Mr. Boyle com-
mented, “Progress is not a bad thing,
as long as it is done for the better-
ment of a community and done within
the law. There are a good number of
totally conforming sub-divisions that
are binded by the law. We may not
like all of the sub-divisions, but if
they are within the law, then that is
what we have to go by. It looks like
there is a lot of development going
on because it is so concentrated in
certain areas and I think there is a lot
more development because of low
interest rates. The biggest trend we
have seen in recent years is teardowns.
They have increased in the last three
years going from approximately 10
in 2001, to 15 in 2002 to over 30 in
2003.”

These teardowns, Mr. Boyle noted,
are all conforming, but the town coun-
cil is becoming increasingly con-
cerned. He noted that the Town Plan-
ner Blais Brancheau of Robert Catlin
and Associates, is now looking at
new standards for this increasing
trend.

Mr. Boyle also stated that, “out-
side of a few major developments
with possible tear-towns, there is not
much land left to develop in
Westfield,” noting that Westfield is a
200 year-old town.

In addition to these jobs, Mr. Boyle,
as well as Town Engineer Mr. Marsh,
stated that the Planning Board is
responsible for reviewing, updating
and adopting the Town’s Master Plan
every six years, which both agree is
a very tedious but important function
of this hard working board.

In concluding his interview, Mr.
Boyle noted that members of the
planning board are good people and
take their jobs seriously. He noted
that they ask a lot of questions and
that they not only review all of the
paperwork for each case, but also

look at the sites to have a better
understanding of the applications.

Mr. Boyle also noted that, “people
who live in this town should be en-
couraged to come and speak out about
any application and ask questions if
they need to. That’s what makes the
process a democracy.”

On the second Monday of the
month the Westfield Board of Ad-
justment can be seen working hard
and hearing cases that have to do
with the zoning laws of Westfield.
This board also works within the
laws of the Land Use Ordinance, but
concentrate on zoning issues for po-
tential applicants.

Chairman Vince Wilt, who has
voluntarily served the board for over
eight years, notes that many appli-
cants are looking to put additions,
decks and porches onto their homes
and that as of recent years, “have
slightly more lot coverage that we
have seen before.”

Looking at an average monthly
agenda it is not unusual for members
of the board, who according to Mr.
Wilt, are also appointed by the mayor
to hear approximately 20 cases. Board
members review all testimony about
each case and also visit each site
before making a ruling.

Members of this year’s Board of
Adjustment include: Zoning Officer
Kathleen Neville, Board of Adjust-
ment Lawyer Vince Loughlin, Esq.,
Lori Duffy, Chris Masciale, Don
Lane, Mr. Wilt, Vice Chairman Wil-
liam Heinbokel, Frances Smith and
Larry McDermott.

Mr. Wilt states that members of
the Board of Adjustment look to see
if the applicant can prove a hardship
for relief from variances to be granted.

Mr. Wilt did note that some cases
such as the recent Temple parking lot
request are a very big issue. He stated
that the board takes all of the infor-
mation presented into consideration
as well as testimony from all resi-
dents before making a decision. He
did state that the temple is currently
appealing the ruling.

Mr. Wilt said that of the past eight
years that he has served on the board,
“requests haven’t really changed all
that much in the last few years, just
sometimes the lot coverage.” He did
note however, that there have been a
few very big applications as of recent
months, such as the Caldora Project,
whose owners are proposing to knock
down existing offices and apartments
at 143 and 147 Elmer Street and 311
Lenox Avenue to erect a three story,
14-unit apartment complex. He did
state that the board has not yet heard
the application because the owners
have postponed their case.

When asked about his first ap-
pointment to the board, Mr. Wilt
explained that he was first appointed
by former Mayor Garland “Bud”
Booth who told him “a big require-
ment for serving on the board is the
ability to say ‘no,’ even if you know
the people in front of you.”

Mr. Wilt concluded that the job for
members of the Board of Adjustment
is to rule for what is best for everyone
concerned.

Stender to Host NJ Family
Care Enrollment on May 12
SCOTCH PLAINS – Participat-

ing in a statewide effort to provide
healthcare to uninsured children,
Assemblywoman Linda Stender
will be opening her office as an
application site for the New Jersey
Family Care program on Wednes-
day, May 12.

This program assists eligible
New Jersey families obtain health
insurance for their children. The
program covers the costs of rou-
tine doctor visits, prescription
drugs, hospitalizations, lab test,
x-rays, eyeglasses and dental care.

“There are 1.7 million people
living in New Jersey without health
coverage. 210,000 are children,”
said Assemblywoman Stender. “It
is our responsibility to educate
parents on the existence of this
program and to enroll as many
eligible residents as possible.”

New Jersey Family Care cur-
rently has 99,000 children enrolled
in the program, only an estimated
60 percent of all children who are
eligible for coverage. There is still
an estimated 70,000 uninsured
children living in New Jersey that
meet the eligibility requirements.

Assemblywoman Stender’s dis-
trict office is located at 1801 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains,
New Jersey. The office will be
open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. to any
interested families. For additional
information, please call Jennifer
Mancuso at (908) 668-1900.

See it all in Color!
See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com
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Gov. McGreevey’s Property
Tax Proposal: Hit or Miss?

By Mayor Martin L. Marks

On Friday April 30, I traveled to
Trenton to participate in a meeting of
New Jersey mayors to discuss with Gov-
ernor James McGreevey his latest pro-
posal for property tax relief for New
Jersey residents. New Jersey continues
to have the highest property taxes in the
nation, and after much prodding from
the New Jersey State League of Munici-
palities, elected officials such as me,
editorial boards across the state, and
most importantly angry and frustrated,
property tax payers like you, the Gover-
nor has been brought to the table for
some serious discussions. This is in-
deed good news; however, after exam-
ining the Governor’s proposal it ap-
pears that we still have a long way to go.

The Governor’s proposal has three
key elements. First, he proposes in-
creasing the state income tax by ap-
proximately 2.5 percent on those earn-
ing more than $500,000 per year. This
revenue would then be disbursed in the
form of larger Homestead and NJ Saver
Rebates to a selected few New Jersey
residents. I pointed out to the Governor
that with this proposal, at the end of the
day, New Jersey would still have the
dubious distinction of having the high-
est property taxes in the nation. Nothing
in this plan actually forces a reduction in
property taxes. Ideally, any additional
income tax should be returned to the
municipality from whence it came with
a corresponding and mandatory reduc-
tion in the property tax for everyone.
This could be done with a credit on the
property tax bill so residents would
actually see their property taxes go down.
If the Governor was insistent on send-
ing out a check with his name on it,
perhaps it could be in the form of a
voucher that only could be redeemed at
the time that property taxes are paid.

The second aspect of the Governor’s
plan calls for a statewide referendum for
a constitutional convention for long term
property tax reform to be held in Novem-
ber 2005. I applaud the governor for
finally warming to this concept as it takes
away the political burden from some-
what less than courageous politicians in

Trenton and shifts it to the citizens of our
state. As this concept has been discussed
for several years, my question is: Why
wait until November 2005 when we can
do it this year? The answer may be politi-
cal in nature because the governor will
stand for reelection in November 2005.
If the convention referendum makes it to
the ballot this year then the recommenda-
tions for reform, which may involve
shifts to income and/or sales taxes, would
have to be considered by voter referen-
dum on the November 2005 ballot. Some-
how I suspect that the Governor would
like to distance himself from that as much
as possible.

Finally, the governor proposes to
lower spending cap increases for mu-
nicipal and Board of Education budgets
from 3 percent to 2.5 percent. On the
surface this sounds like a noble effort.
However, the largest line items in any
school or municipal budget are salary
and benefits for teachers and police
officers. With health insurance premi-
ums increasing by double digits every
year, and these employees not making
any contributions toward these ever-
increasing premiums, the idea of stricter
caps is unrealistic, unless of course we
reduce the number of teachers and po-
lice officers in our communities. That is
a proposition that nobody wants to en-
tertain. Also, why are the counties ex-
empt from these stricter caps?

While the Governor’s plan falls short
in many respects, I do want to commend
him for moving us in the right direction,
albeit with a baby step. Perhaps the most
refreshing aspect of the process is the
bipartisan manner in which most of my
fellow mayors are working. Mayor Gary
Passanante (D-Somerdale) and I have
been leading the effort with the help of
the NJ State League of Municipalities to
lobby our state leaders toward the goal
of true and lasting property tax reform.
I would caution those leaders, in both
the Republican and Democratic parties
to restrain themselves with the pre-gu-
bernatorial election rhetoric that will
poison the bipartisan atmosphere nec-
essary to solve the property tax crisis in
this state once and for all.

STAND UP AND BE COUNTED...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks recently
spoke at a meeting of New Jersey mayors with Governor James McGreevey on
property taxes.

WF Rescue Squad Still
Short Of Fund Drive Goal

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad has only
reached 42 percent of their fund
drive goal.

“The people of Westfield have
been very generous, as always, but
we still have not reached our goal,”
said Fund Drive Chairwoman and
Vice President Susan Butler.

A second mailing went out to
homes on April 29.

“We understand that the economy
is not the best right now,” Ms. Butler
went on to say. “We ask that you
give what you can to this vital orga-
nization.”

The Westfield Rescue Squad is
now in its 53rd year as the emer-
gency medical service to the Town of
Westfield. It is an all volunteer orga-
nization and is solely funded by tax
deductible donations. Their motto is
“We work for pride not pay.”

The Westfield Rescue Squad is an
in house organization, meaning that
crews are stationed in the building,
allowing for faster response times
to emergency calls. Their building,
located at 335 Watterson Street, just
off the South Avenue circle, is
manned 24 hours a day, seven days
a week, 365 days a year. In 2003 the
rescue squad handled more than
2,400 calls.

“We are one of the busiest squads
in the area,” said Captain Bob
Barrett. “Our members are a fantas-
tic group of truly dedicated volun-
teers. Which is why the Department
of Health in 2002 selected us as the

number one volunteer basic life sup-
port agency.”

Tax-deductible contributions can
be sent to the Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356
Westfield, NJ 07091.

Westfield Rotary Helps
Students at Midland School

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Westfield Rotary are hitting the
streets selling books of raffle tickets
for the all new 2004 Volvo S40 to
benefit the Midland School.

“Rotary District 7510 helps many
causes and we consider the Midland
School and the Volvo Midland Run
one of our most noteworthy,” notes
Carl Chaityn, district governor of
Rotary District 7510. “By selling
raffle tickets, we are able to give
back to the community and provide
financial assistance to a school that
does a wonderful job teaching kids
with multiple disabilities. The stu-
dents at the school come from all the
communities of District 7510. It’s a
natural partnership.”

“Support from Rotary District 7510
has been more than we could imag-
ine,” notes Margaret Ann Behrends,
development director for the Mid-
land Foundation. “Last year, almost
all of the 45 clubs from District 7510
participated and sold thousands of
$5 tickets for a total of nearly $18,500.
This year, we again have the support
of nearly all the clubs and I’m thank-
ful they have returned to help us.”

Tickets are $5 each. The winning
tickets for the new 2004 Volvo S40
valued at $27,000 will be drawn at
3:30 on Sunday, May 16, at the Volvo
Midland Run being held on the pic-
turesque Moorland Farms property
in Far Hills, New Jersey. Raffle tick-
ets can be purchased from a repre-
sentative of your local Rotary Club,
online at www.midlandrun.org and
at the May 16 event.

Rotary District 7510 encompasses
45 clubs in Hunterdon, Somerset,
Mercer, Union and Middlesex Coun-
ties. The District has over 1,500 mem-
bers in Central New Jersey. The Dis-

trict has raised over $500,000 for the
local community and more than
$200,000 for international and edu-
cational programs.

The Midland School is a nation-
ally recognized “Blue Ribbon”
school of excellence. It serves the
special education needs of students
ages five to 21 with multiple dis-
abilities. The school serves 245 stu-
dents from 13 counties and 82 school
districts in central and northern New
Jersey. Midland is recognized as one
of the nation’s leading schools for
children with disabilities.

Registration Offered
For Girl Scout Race
WESTFIELD — Registration

materials for the 5K Run/2 Mile
Fun Walk to benefit the Girl Scouts
of Washington Rock Council
(GSWRC) will be available from 5
to 8 p.m. next Thursday, May 13,
at the Council office, located at
201 Grove Street, East, in
Westfield.

The 5K run will take place on
Saturday, May 15, at Cedarbrook
Park in Plainfield starting at 9 a.m.
The Fun Walk will commence at
10 a.m. Race day registration will
begin at 7:30 a.m.

The fee is $18. Registration forms
may also be printed online at
www.westfieldnj.com/girlscouts.
For more information, please call
Tonya Hall, Director of Fund De-
velopment, at (908) 232-3236, ex-
tension no. 1206.

Westfielder Gibbs Elected
Member of Law Firm

PHILADELPHIA – Cozen
O’Connor announced that Andrew
Gibbs was recently elected to mem-
bership in the firm.

“We are extremely proud to wel-
come this highly qualified person to
membership in the firm,” said Patrick
O’Connor, president and CEO of
Cozen O’Connor. “Their individual
and combined contributions reflect
the talent, diversity and strength of

our firm and practice groups.”
Mr. Gibbs concentrates his prac-

tice in the areas of toxic and mass tort
litigation, pharmaceutical liability,
commercial litigation and general
liability matters. A resident of
Westfield, Mr. Gibbs received his
undergraduate degree from The Uni-
versity of Delaware and his law de-
gree from Widener University School
of Law.
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HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Letters to the Editor

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Fred K. Lecomte
MARKETING  DIRECTOR

The Westfield Leader

Member of:
 New Jersey Press Association

National Newspaper Association
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield Official Newspaper of the Borough of Fanwood
and the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING & PRODUCTION

PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY BY WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: press@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

Scotch Plains – Fanwood

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Michelle Le Poidevin
A&E and EDUCATION

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Robert P. Connelly
MANAGER, BUSINESS SYSTEMS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Lauren S. Pass
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

TIMES
The

— Established 1959—

Mayor Should Have
The Courage to Put

Deck Decision to Vote
I believe our mayor and council ought

to consider a brave decision made re-
cently by Prime Minister Tony Blair of
Britain. Faced with clear signs that a
large part of his public opposed his de-
termination to bring Britain more deeply
into the European Union, he finally prom-
ised a referendum on this matter. He
now will have to persuade voters that his
vision is the right one for Britain.

Parking decks may seem less weighty
matters than a European constitution,
but the ones proposed in Westfield would
have a fundamental effect on the quality
of life here. We do not expect direct
democracy on every little issue. This
one, however, is clearly important and
controversial enough to warrant a full
airing in public. Judging by the irritation
he showed at the latest council meeting,
the mayor is weary of hearing com-
plaints about the decks. He should re-
member he was elected to serve us, not
to dictate to us, and that means listening.
If he wants to put this matter to rest, he
should show the political courage to
place it before the voters.

Lorraine Li Hagerty
Westfield

Tell the Truth About
Parking Decks, Says

Property Owner
Facts, and objectively evaluated facts,

are essential. When matters are subjec-
tively determined, or can be objectively
evaluated in different ways, identify them
as such. When you “just don’t like some-
thing or want to do something, even if
that contradicts the facts,” have the cour-
age to identify that matter as such and
say that’s your position.

Concerning the issue of parking and
the various alternatives, far too often
nouns, adverbs and adjectives such as:
lying, false, misleading, deceitful, decep-
tive, bias, prejudice, distortion, pre-judg-
ment and the like seem to be reflective of
the statements. If only they were under
oath, perjury could be added to the list.

J.T. Harrington
Madison

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Anatreptic – Refuting; defeating
2. Bezan – A cotton cloth from Bengal
3. Chiragra – Gout in the hand
4. Stirgine – Pertaining to an owl

BETTONG
1. A nocturnal Australian marsupial.

Kangaroo rat
2. A structure that projects over the

side of a ship or boat
3. An outside staircase
4. The striking part of a flail

RHIGOSIS
1. The sensation of cold
2. A nose cold
3. A disease of the gums characterized

by bleeding or hemorraging
4. Soreness in the eyes

TERGUM
1. A wartlike lump or node
2. The back of an animal
3. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs in the shape of a
ball

4. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
TERTULIA

1. A small human forest denizen; an
elf

2. A street vender; a seller of fruits and
vegetables

3. A buoy attached to the end of a
harpoon line

4. A social gathering

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

A “Lover” Writes: Do you be-
lieve in love at first sight? I met
“Sean” (disguised name) at a dance
and knew immediately that we could
hit it off and make a happy couple.
We’ve known each other for two
months now, and I know he’s the
right man for me. Some of my friends
think I’m crazy to rush into a rela-
tionship too quickly. I don’t feel it. I
know we’ll overcome obstacles if
they arise. So I repeat, do you believe
in love at first sight?

Answer: Have you ever heard of a
show (and movie) called South Pa-
cific? One of the main songs is “Some
Enchanted Evening” and the words
include, “Some enchanted evening,
you may see a stranger, you may see a
stranger across a crowded room,” etc.

The song continues that you know,
even then, that this is your true love.
Yes, I do believe that individuals can
be attracted to someone and, at the
very beginning, have strong feelings
of passion (physical and/or emo-
tional), caring, and excitement to-
wards that other person. And, if ap-
propriate, I would encourage him/
her to speak to that individual.

It is in the interaction between two
people, the sharing of ideas, experi-
ences, emotions, priorities, etc., that
we build the framework of a true
loving relationship. It is a process.
And as you indicate, sharing the
relationship enables you to clarify if
there are obstacles and, if so, decide
how to resolve them.

Take your time, use your heart and
your head as you continue this very
special relationship. And if it works
out well, you have experienced love
at first, and last, sight!

A Reader Writes: I can’t stand
listening to today’s popular music,
which consists of hip-hop and rap
songs. Whatever happened to good
melodies and songs that speak of
love and caring relationships? I used
to hear songs that brought back
memories of the past, and gave me a
good feeling about various incidents
in my life. You talk about one such
song in some of your speeches. Could
you please publish the name, and
don’t tell me it’s an Eminem or
Britney Spears song!

Answer: Of all the current music,
I recommend “Dance with my Fa-
ther” by Luther Vandross, which re-
cently won the Best Song of the Year
Award at the Grammy Awards. Mr.
Vandross (recovering from a stroke)
sings about the warm relationships
he had with his parents when he was
growing up, and one of the warmest
memories was that of seeing his par-
ents lovingly dance together. A beau-
tiful expression of a happy family
life. It is a song of loss and yearning.
Listen to it.

Love at First Sight Can Be Lasting
If Built Upon a Solid Framework

I also recommend several new CDs
that consist of old standards brought
back by current popular singers:
Harry Connick, Jr.’s “Only You” and
Rod Stewart’s “The Great American
Songbook Vol. I and Vol. II.” Enjoy
and reminisce.

A Betrayed Wife Writes: How do
you forgive an unfaithful spouse?
“Glen” (disguised name) and I have
been married for four years, and I
found out recently that he has been
having an affair with someone at
work. This is not the first time this
has occurred; I’ve been aware of
another (brief) situation in the past,
and, I guess, I overlooked it or wanted
to believe Glen when he said he
would never do it again.

Marriage counseling had little
value, since we stopped prematurely.
My friends want me to rush into a
divorce. I’m confused, and I’m not
sure how to clarify my feelings. I
think I want to forgive him, but I’m
not sure.

Answer: Since you are “confused,”
I urge you to seek professional help.
First, see a therapist, and then, if
your therapist recommends it, have
joint marriage counseling.

Some individuals want to stay to-
gether for unhealthy reasons: 1) I’m
afraid to be alone; I avoid this by
remaining married.” 2) “If we sepa-
rate, it will be a sign that I’m inad-
equate and a failure.” Not true. It
could mean that you and your spouse
are having unresolvable issues. 3)
“It’s a tough world out there. I’ll
never be able to meet someone.” It is
difficult to return to the single world,
but there are support systems and
friends who can be very helpful. 4)
“We will psychologically damage
our children forever.”

Divorce, almost always, is one of
the most traumatic events for any
child. They will need much support
and comfort from their parents. At
the same time, children are trauma-
tized by parents who argue, are com-
bative and create power struggles at
home, endlessly.

The healthy reasons to forgive in-
clude: 1) A true mutual feeling, car-
ing and sensitivity. 2) The spouse’s
recognition and acceptance that his/
her behavior is unhealthy, damaging
and abusive. 3) The motivation to
request forgiveness by seeking pro-
fessional help in order to resolve this
behavior. 4) The determination to
build an honest, trusting relation-
ship, and 5) The expression of true
regret and sorrow re this behavior
(which should never be repeated
again).

Good luck and use good emotional
and intellectual judgment as you seek
help to determine how you will resolve
this difficult and painful situation.

Immediate Simple Steps Offered
To Improve Westfield Parking

The mayor and the town council owe the
commuters, downtown workers and shop-
pers immediate action to improve the cur-
rent parking situation. The list below out-
lines simple recommendations that can be
implemented immediately at no expense to
the town and that will, in fact, become
immediate and recurring revenue streams
for the town.

Issue 100 new annual outbound com-
muter parking permits for the South Av-
enue train station, lot three. This lot is not
approaching its capacity and the Waterson
Avenue lot six can be used if there is ever
any overflow. This will generate $70,200 in
revenue immediately and annually. This

will bring the permits issued for lot three to
700. Mayor McDermott’s recommenda-
tion, on August 24, 2000, nearly four years
ago, was for 735 permits to have been
issued for this lot. We currently issue only
600 permits for this lot.

2. Combine the inbound commuter per-
mit parking for lot eight on Elm Street near
Trader Joe’s with lot nine at North and
Central Avenues. Lot nine is not approach-
ing its capacity and can accommodate the
total current inbound commuter parking
permit holders from both lots eight and
nine.

3. Make lot eight on Elm Street a cus-
tomer only, two-hour parking lot. This is the
closest lot to the center of town and abso-
lutely must be used only by shoppers. This
lot should be signed as such and be free to
shoppers until a pay station and spot num-
bering program can be completed. A new
“state of the art” pay station system that will
accept cash, credit or debit cards or smart
cards, will cost less than $10,000. This lot
will generate over $45,000 in parking fees
annually.

Work cooperatively with the downtown
businesses to make it mandatory that all
downtown employees use only the South
Avenue train lot three on Saturdays and
Sundays.

While these actions would cost very little
and would be more than covered by the new
outbound commuter permit fees and hourly
parking fees, there are other actions that can
be taken as well. For example, all eight hour
meters should be converted to ten and one
half hour meters that can be paid for once,
beginning at 8:30 a.m., so that downtown
workers could utilize them and not have to
feed the meter an additional time each day.
Beginning at 8:30 a.m. will deter commut-
ers from using these spots. Perhaps then, the
long term meters on the Elm Street and
Orchard grid will begin to be used by
downtown employees, freeing an additional
40 short term meters for shoppers. We
must, then, begin to enforce the “no meter
feeding” ordinance.

Once the town takes these actions, we
will have 100 new outbound commuter
permit holders, 85 new 2-hour shopper
parking spots in the closest lot to the center
of town and 188 long term parking meters
that will have been made far more conve-
nient for use by the downtown workers. All
these benefits will be in addition to the
generation of over $115,000 annually for
the town.

These actions will have no impact on the
ongoing debate as to whether to build ga-
rages or how many garages to build. But
unlike that debate and the hiring of advisory
committees and consultants, these actions
will bring immediate benefits to the down-
town workers, commuters, shoppers and
the taxpayers of Westfield.

Jim Baker
Westfield

Sale of Assets Should Not
Be Used for Deck Costs
Despite what seems like an extremely

high municipal tax increase (about 14
percent), the mayor and town council
should be commended for sticking to good
accounting practices and not looking for a
“quick fix” solution. As noted by Council-
man Foerst in his e-mail newsletter, the
council refused to sell town assets and use
these funds to cover operating costs be-
cause this practice, used regularly in the
past, fails to preserve Westfield’s assets
for future generations.

However, this is EXACTLY what the
current redevelopment plan calls for. We
are selling town assets to the developer.
The land that the condos will be on is being
sold and the proceeds from the sale of
these assets are being used to offset the
cost of the project. Even the retail and
rental units are essentially assets being
sold, since they will be leased long-term
(30+ years) to the developer. If the sale of
Westfield’s assets is not a good practice
when working on the budget, it should not
be an acceptable practice for the developer
to try and make the financials look good.

Cory Mermer
Westfield

BRAKES Recognizes
Crossing Guards

May is Pedestrian Safety Month. Please
join us in recognizing the stellar job our
town’s crossing guards perform each year,
protecting our children as they walk and
bike to and from school each day.

In the weeks ahead, each elementary
school will honor the crossing guards dur-
ing a year-end awards ceremony. The chil-
dren will participate in thanking these dedi-
cated men and women who brave cold and
heat and errant drivers to ensure their safe
passage along the way. The crossing guards
deserve our utmost respect and apprecia-
tion, especially when we look back on the
brutal winter conditions they endured in
order to be there for the kids and other
pedestrians each day.

Whether you have children or not, please
take a moment to thank the crossing guards
in your neighborhood. And remember to
share the road, because Bikers, Runners
And Kids are Entitled to Safety!

Deirdre Gelinne
Sara Strohecker

The BRAKES Group
Westfield

Watterson Should Be
Used for WHS Parking

The commuter parking lot along
Watterson Street is half empty everyday,
about 40 spaces. It may be oversub-
scribed, but the section that extends to
Rahway Avenue is empty. If the com-
muters won’t use it, then it should be used
for Westfield High School (WHS) park-
ing. The town should offer 40 Watterson
Street parking permits to WHS students
for $5 a piece. This would get some cars
off the street and provide some off-street
parking to students. All the parking spaces
at WHS are for teachers and staff, stu-
dents are not provided any parking.

Mike Nemeth
Westfield

More Letters on
Pages 5 and 20

Local Property Tax, Expenditures
And Public Debt Must Be Checked
Acknowledging that New Jersey is facing a prop-

erty tax crisis with a broken and unfair system,
Governor James McGreevey removed one of the
major roadblocks, himself, to the possibility of true
reform.

In his recent address to the State Legislature, the
governor sounded as if he was borrowing some of
our thoughts on property tax reform that have ap-
peared on this page over the past few years. He
called the system unfair, at best, and said it stifles
young couples struggling to start new families and
victimizes senior citizens on fixed incomes who are
finding it hard to keep their homes and pay ever-
increasing property taxes.

In our view, the governor isn’t alone with the
blame on how tax matters are out of control. All
politicians have been party to it, Republican and
Democrats alike. The special interests are part of it
also – including insurers, teacher unions and law-
yers – everyone that’s feeding off the public trough.

Once government entrenches a tax, they only
know how to increase it. When has a tax ever gone
down or been eliminated?

While we would like to see a convention referen-
dum put before voters on this November’s ballot,
rather than in 2005, the governor’s proposal is better
than his previous stance, which was indifference, at
best. And his lack of interest certainly did little to
advance bills in Trenton in recent years that would
have put a ballot referendum before voters.

The State Assembly has passed such legislation
but the State Senate has always failed to even act.
Now, with the governor’s backing, both houses of
the Legislature need to take action on this matter,
after getting input from the Citizens Task Force that
will provide recommendations to lawmakers.

Support for and opposition to the convention

proposal has been bipartisan. Two of our local
Assembly members, Democrats Linda Stender and
Jerry Green from the 22nd District, voted in favor of
legislation last summer that called for a ballot refer-
endum while Assemblymen Eric Munoz and Jon
Bramnick, both Republicans from the 21st District,
voted against it.

While the Senate never took action, Republican
Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. of the 21st District stated
his opposition last year to a constitutional conven-
tion. Democrat Senator Nicholas Scutari of the 22nd
said during his campaign last fall that he supported
the idea.

We’ve long supported doing something to address
the archaic and unfair property tax system in New
Jersey. In our state, property taxes account for more
than 45 percent of total state and local tax revenues
versus a national average of 30 percent. The per capita
property tax burden in the Garden State is almost
double the national average.

In addition to changing the property tax system, we
support a system that holds government in check on
expenditures. For example as it stands now, if medical
insurance costs for government workers go up 15-20
percent per year, all that happens is that it’s added to
the tax bill. There is no challenge of the insurer’s price
or cost pass-through to the beneficiary.

Those in private industry and business must swal-
low such costs increases of their own – battling the
insurer, changing carrier, reducing the coverage or
increasing the co-pay of workers.

Let’s change the property tax system and hold
government accountable for expenditures. While
we’re at it, let’s stop government from taking us
deeper and deeper into debt with public bonds. There
are no absolutes in this enigma, but we think the
pendulum has swung too far. What do you think?

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076

Submittal Formats
Please use e-mail

For more information, see
www.goleader.com

Each Town Has Unique Letters
And We Like Reading Them

We hear from you, and you say that you really
enjoy the Letters to the Editor – so do we. You have
been profuse. They’ll be many local matters for you
to read and write about over the next several months.
It pays to be informed. Each town has unique
concerns that can be gleamed from the letters. The
rapid rise in property taxes is a universal topic.

Westfield readers have dominated the letter-writ-
ing scene with the notorious and interrelated issues
being parking, parking decks, parking fines and
downtown development. It dwarfs “shoe-horning,”
demolitions and the squeezing in of MacMansions.
Speed humps and traffic calming have spawned
writers’ cramp for some. Pedestrian safety and the
proposed turf fields find some ink. For the first time
in a long time, there is no municipal election – but
letters will still flow.

Usually quiet Mountainside has been in the news
and letters more than normal this year over
Beechwood School – and will it ever be finished?
The school board and the superintendent have been
in a twirl for a couple of years. Now, Mayor Robert
Vigliante has Mountainside residents debating a
community center.

Scotch Plains is contemplating a Special Im-
provement District (SID) for downtown, which gen-
erates letters pro and con. The mayoral race this year
will send many to the quill.

Fanwood has quieted down in it’s writing for a
spell after voters flipped the council and mayor last

fall over downtown development controversy. The
race for council this fall is heating up and the writers
will be back in action.

Matters at the county and with the freeholders are
quiet now before the storm. The goose controversy
and reactivation of abandoned county railroads seem
to be on temporary hold from citizens’ comments.
But elections are on the way with campaigns starting
in earnest in June.

Four freeholder seats are up for election. In the last
decade, the Democrats have drubbed the Republi-
cans in the county races and maintain absolute
control.

Many think the GOP has given up, not willing to
spend good money after bad. Rumors have it though
that former Cranford Mayor Phil Morin will take
over Union County GOP leadership next month. His
first task will be to try to make the county races
appear competitive.

GOP Congressman Mike Ferguson is up for re-
election this fall and his seat is generally considered
safe. The DEMs stay away from this just as the GOP
stays away from the county. But Westfielder Steve
Brozak, a retired marine Lt. Colonel, has chosen to
contend for the seat as the Democrat nominee. It will
be interesting to see if he can get party support and
make a go of it.

These are some of the local issues we think you
will be writing about. We’re looking forward to
reading it.
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JPMorgan Investments, a division of

CHASE INVESTMENT SERVICES CORP.
*Securities and investment advisory services are offered through Chase Investment Services Corp.

(CISC). CISC, a member of NASD/SIPC, is an affiliate of JPMorgan Chase Bank.

†Mutual funds are offered by prospectus. Please read the prospectus carefully before investing or
sending money. To obtain a prospectus, please contact your Personal Financial Advisor.
© 2004 J.P. Morgan Chase & Co. All Rights Reserved.

NOT FDIC INSURED No Bank GuaranteeMay Lose Value

JPMORGAN
INVESTMENT
EXPERTISE.

Now within 
your reach.

Why not TODAY?
Why not NOW?

CHASE Personal Financial ServicesSM now offers you what
no other bank can – JPMORGAN.

• Your Chase Personal Banker and JPMorgan Investments* Personal Financial

Advisor team up to create short- and long-term financial strategies for you

• JPMorgan Investments* offers you choices ranging from Stocks, Bonds, and
Mutual Funds,† to REITs, Exchange Traded Funds – and more

GET STARTED – with a complimentary financial plan today.
Call John Perrette at 973.285.2353 or stop by the office
at 302 East Broad Street in Westfield.

UNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELD

Submitted by Lorre Korecky
Board Trustee

The Needs of Today’s Society:
Visiting Nurse and Health Services

This continues a series of articles spot-
lighting the 22 community service agen-
cies that are part of the United Fund of
Westfield.  These agencies reflect the
needs of today’s society. Those who
seek help are provided with people-ori-
ented services that are partially funded
through contributions to the United Fund
of Westfield.

* * * * * * *
Providing a long history of home

health care, the Visiting Nurse and
Health Services (VNHS) began in 1909
as the Society of Elizabeth. Today, its
services reach throughout Union
County as well as three other neigh-
boring counties.

Currently, more than 1,200 clients
are being served. A full range of in-
home health services – from supervi-
sion of medical regimens and thera-
pies to assistance with personal care
needs – are provided. Each profes-
sional staff member is fully qualified,
licensed and insured, and chosen for
both expertise and a caring, compas-
sionate attitude.

According to VNHS, “studies show
that people recover more quickly when
cared for in their own home.” VNHS
provides skilled nursing 24 hours a
day, as well as certified home health
aides, rehabilitation services, social
workers, nutritional counseling,
wellness programs, case management
and specialty programs such as pediat-
ric home care.

Through Trinity Hospice, physical,
emotional, and spiritual support is avail-
able in situations where there is no cure.
Services are available to patients of any
age, religion, race or illness.

One of the programs offered by
VNHS is the Healthy Families Pro-
gram. Here is an example of how the
program helped a suicidal high school
student:

“JJ” had attempted suicide and dis-
played unacceptable behavior in school.
She had been diagnosed with emotional
problems and depression for which she
was prescribed medicine. When VNHS
first visited her, JJ acted uninterested.

Over time and with patience, the
VNHS professional was able to en-
courage JJ to confide in her. When it
was discovered that JJ was pregnant,
she was screened, assessed and en-
rolled into the Healthy Families Pro-
gram. VNHS continued to work with
JJ and invited the expectant father to
participate in the home visit. The fa-
ther obtained job training, GED and
other services. JJ was instructed to
stop her medication, due to her preg-
nancy. Her family, school counselor
and the Healthy Families Support
Worker closely watched and supported
her. The Healthy Families Support
Worker instructed “JJ” in areas of pre-
natal and baby care.

Now JJ has a healthy baby girl. She
completed the 11th grade and had no
episode of suicide attempts during

pregnancy. The father was able to pro-
cure employment and he and JJ are
beginning a new life together with
their daughter and the continued sup-
port of JJ’s family.

Visiting Nurse and Health Services
is one of 22 agencies supported by the
United Fund of Westfield. A non-profit
organization, VNHS receives part of its
financial support from the United Fund.

For more information about how to
support these local service organiza-
tions, please call Linda Maggio, Ex-
ecutive Director of the United Fund of
Westfield, at (908) 233-2113. For in-
formation about the services provided
by the Visiting Nurse and Health Ser-
vices, please call (908) 352-5694.

SP-F BOE Past President Porter
Thanks Residents for Their Support

As the out-going Board of Education
President, I wanted to take a moment to
thank you for your support over the last
two years. Together with all the board
members, I worked hard to meet the
district goals of striving for excellence,
providing an engaging and motivating
learning environment for all our chil-
dren through academic programs, fine
art programming, in athletic endeavors
and in a variety of community and co-
curricular activities.

I also wanted to express my sincere
gratitude to the public for supporting the
bond referendum, which funded neces-
sary construction projects in all of our
schools.

I would also like to express a special

word of thanks to the voters for your
continued support of our students. Many
people took the time to attend budget
presentations to better understand and
support the school budget. This year,
1,576 voters said “yes” to the school
budget and we truly appreciate their
taking the time to come out and cast their
ballot for our kids.

The board of education will continue
to focus on providing the best educa-
tional program in a fiscally responsible
and child-centered way that guides and
supports our young people to be caring
and confident life long learners.

Lance Porter
Past President

SP-F Board of Education

Writer’s Intent Was Not
To Condone or Endorse

Same-Sex Marriage
Thank you for including my letter in

your April 29 edition. However, the first
sentence of my letter by email was omit-
ted. It was “The purpose of this letter is
neither to endorse nor condemn same-
sex marriage.” I feel that this sentence
was central to my intent.

Unlike former Mayor Boothe, my
purpose in writing was not to debate the
issues of same-sex marriage but rather
to point out the importance of such dis-
cussion and to applaud those individuals
and institutions with the courage and
open-mindedness to host them.

Marty Silverman
Westfield

WF Resident Says Redevelopment
Projects are a Screaming Disaster

The proposed Westfield parking
deck/retail mixed use project is a to-
tal screaming disaster. We are going
to lose our safety and our wallets.

As a long term Westfield resident,
I have lived on Boulevard for forty
years: I should not have to be taxed
out of my own home by the proposed
project, that is exactly what will hap-
pen when town residents realize they
will have to pay $60,000,000 of long-
term dept load for this poorly thought
out plan. That’s right, $60,000,000 of
your taxpayer money. This will result
in huge tax increases to service this
dept: over $2,000,000 in annual dept
service.

Our streets will become even more
crowded when the parking decks are
constructed. Stop trying to turn
Westfield into a big city. If you enjoy
living in a big city, live in New York. I
want Westfield to remain a small town.

The only people who are guaran-
teed to benefit from this project are

the bankers, lawyers and developers,
who arrange the deal. They get paid
up front and don’t care if the project
fails.

Please endorse the solution to this
vexing problem recommended by The
Westfield Leader. Buy the adjoining
Amoco property, tear down the exist-
ing structure and pave the site for
parking. This will create 75 new park-
ing places, all of them visible, requir-
ing no additional police presence and
no additional monies spent on police
overtime to patrol. In contrast to the
proposed five story parking garages,
which will become a magnet for crime.

The addition of the Amoco prop-
erty and it’s neighboring parcel would
create at least 10 total accesses from
South Avenue that would continue to
provide easy parking. Let’s start rais-
ing our IQ by razing the proposed
parking deck project.

Dwight Richards
Westfield

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRUST FUND KICK OFF…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr picked up the
application for the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholder’s new Kids
Recreation Trust Fund Initiative. The program will fund scholarships, equip-
ment and field/recreation center improvements in county municipalities.
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Miss Carolyn J. Ribardo and Mark J. Nester

Miss Carolyn J. Ribardo
To Wed Mark J. Nester Miss Amanda W. Parker and Israel I. Morris

Miss Amanda W. Parker
To Marry Israel I. Morris

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ribardo of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Carolyn Jean Ribardo, to Mark Jo-
seph Nester. He is the son of Richard
Nester of Wilmington, Del. and Mrs.
Carolyn Crew of Kentfield, Md.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride-to-be earned her
Bachelor of Arts degree in English
Literature from Denison University.
She is a special education teacher for

the South Orange-Maplewood school
district.

The future bridegroom is a gradu-
ate of Salesianum High School of
Wilmington, Del. He received his
Bachelor of Science degrees in both
Marketing and Finance from the
University of Delaware. Mr. Nester
is a Senior Account Executive at ID
Media in Manhattan.

A wedding is planned for August
of this year.

Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Parker, Jr. of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Amanda Wallace Parker, to Israel
Isaac Morris.

A Westfield High School alumna,
Miss Parker recently graduated from
the State University of New York
with a bachelor’s degree in psychol-
ogy.

She met her fiancé, a California
native, the summer after her fresh-
man year in college while working in
Jackson Hole, Wyo. Mr. Morris was
living in Wyoming and working on
his third book of social commentary,
the publication of which is pending.

Following the wedding this month,
the couple plans to move to Portland,
Ore., where the new bride will pur-

Historical Society to Sponsor
Trip to Trenton Landmarks

WESTFIELD – Some seats are
still available for a bus trip to Tren-
ton on Saturday, May 15, sponsored
by the Westfield Historical Society.
The bus will leave the Lord & Taylor
parking lot (west end) on North Av-
enue in Westfield at 8:30 a.m. and is
expected to return at 5 p.m.

The trip will include a visit to the
State Museum, where the group will
view several exhibits, including “Cul-
tures in Competition: Indians and
Europeans in Colonial New Jersey.”

Afterwards, participants will visit
The Old Barracks Museum, built in
1758 during the French and Indian
War. They will take a tour entitled
“Meet the Past,” about life during the
American Revolution. There also will

be a stop at the William Trent House,
a pre-Revolutionary Colonial Geor-
gian residence restored and furnished
as it was in 1728.

The cost of the trip (including trans-
portation and admission fees) is $24
for Historical Society members and
$29 for non-members. Participants will
eat lunch on their own, and the price is
not included in the cost of the trip.

Checks are to be made payable to
the Westfield Historical Society and
mailed to the society at P.O. Box
613, Westfield 07091-0613.

The trip is limited to 52 people. No
refunds for cancellations will be made
after 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, May 13.
For more information, please call
Bob Miller at (908) 233-6360.

 Alzheimer’s Support Group
Meets Monthly at Runnells

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — The
Caregiver and Alzheimer’s Family
Support Group at Runnells Special-
ized Hospital of Union County meets

on the third Thursday of each month
from 1 to 2 p.m.

Meetings, which are open to the
community, take place in the Family
Conference Room at Runnells, lo-
cated at 40 Watchung Way in Berke-
ley Heights.

The remaining meeting dates for
2004 are as follows: May 20, June
17, July 15, August 19, September
16, October 21, November 18 and
December 16.

Facilitated by Liz Carabuena, a
licensed social worker with Runnells
Hospital, the group is offered free of
charge for all attendees. Participants
are provided with information on the
disease, updates on research, practi-
cal care techniques and a list of com-
munity resources.

They are also given an opportunity
to discuss the frustrations individu-
als feel in caring for those stricken
with Alzheimer’s disease.

Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County sponsors these meet-
ings in conjunction with the
Alzheimer’s Association – Greater
New Jersey Chapter.

Anyone interested in attending a
meeting or in obtaining further infor-
mation on this wheelchair-accessible
program may call (908) 771-5828.

Parkinson’s Patient
To Discuss Surgery
WESTFIELD — Individuals with

Parkinson’s disease and/or their
caregivers are invited to attend the
next meeting of the Westfield
Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
on Monday, May 10, at 1:30 p.m.

The speaker will be Elena Tuero,
who has Parkinson’s disease and un-
derwent Deep Brain Stimulation
(DBS) surgery last year. She will de-
scribe her experience and the remark-
able effects that DBS has had on her
quality of life. Since her surgery, Ms.
Tuero has taken up painting and will
also display some of her artwork.

The meeting, which is free of
charge, will be held in the Lounge of
the Parish House at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue. Light refresh-
ments will be served. For more infor-
mation, please call Barbara Ringk at
(908) 322-9214 or the church office
at (908) 233-0301.

Karyczaks Welcome
Brendan Michael

Keith and Sandra Karyczak of
Westfield have announced the birth of
their son, Brendan Michael Karyczak,
at 9:14 p.m. on Saturday, April 3, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Brendan weighed 7 pounds and 9
ounces and measured 20½ inches in
length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are William O’Brien of Scotch Plains
and Barbara and Fred Chemidlin of
Westfield.

George and Glenna Karyczak of
Neptune are his paternal grandparents.

Sophie Karyczak of Toms River is
Brendan’s paternal great-grandmother.

www.goleader.com

sue a doctoral degree in clinical psy-
chology at Pacific University.
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Illinois Pastor to Discuss
‘Da Vinci Code’ at IHM

COMMUNITY SPIRIT…During a special presentation April 12 in Lea Hall of
the All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains, the Fanwood Senior Citizens
Club received a check representing a $500 donation from Independence Com-
munity Bank in Fanwood. The funds are earmarked for the club’s planned
kitchen facilities at the Forest Road Park building. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr; Art Badala, Past President of the Fanwood
Senior Citizens; bank representatives Rosangela Martinho, Regional First Vice
President, and Charles Mancuso, First Vice President, and Helen Boguszewski,
President of the Fanwood Senior Citizens. The club currently meets on the
second and fourth Mondays of each month, September through June, at 11 a.m.
at All Saints’ Church.

Quilt Show to Take Place
At FUMC in Westfield

Ministry Session to Consider
Evidence of Life on Mars

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Friday,
May 21, the Holy Name Society of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Ro-
man Catholic Church in Scotch Plains
will sponsor a discussion entitled
“Decoding the Da Vinci Code” at
7:30 p.m. at the church.

The Reverend Britto Berchmans
of the Archdiocese of Chicago will
be the guest speaker for the event. A
former teacher of mass communica-
tion at the Salesian Pontifical Uni-
versity in Rome, he now serves as
Associate Pastor of St. Anne’s Ro-
man Catholic Church in Barrington,
Ill.

Reverend Berchmans will explore
various issues raised by Dan Brown’s
best-selling thriller “The Da Vinci
Code,” such as whether the church
concealed crucial details about the
life of Jesus Christ, as well as the
divinity of Christ, and His relation-
ship with Mary Magdalene.

Tickets are $5 each and are avail-
able after all weekend masses. They
may also be obtained at the door on
the day of the program.

The Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church is located at 1571 South
Martine Avenue. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 889-2100.

WESTFIELD — A Quilt Show
will be held on Saturday, May 15,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church of
Westfield, located at One East Broad
Street.

Sponsored by the United Method-
ist Women of the church, the event is
expected to feature more than 100
handcrafted quilts in a variety of

traditional and contemporary styles.
Attendees will be provided with a

booklet telling the story of each of
the quilts, some of which are family
heirlooms.

Arts and crafts made by members
of the church will also be on display.
The New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts Concert Band, sponsored by
Kids Hope USA, will provide live
music during the event.

Guests will also be invited to visit
the church’s Tea Room between noon
and 2 p.m., where a light lunch and
desserts will be available for a nomi-
nal charge.

There is a suggested $5 admission
donation for adults and $2.50 for
children. Advance tickets may be
obtained from the church office or at
Lancaster Ltd., 76 Elm Street, or The
Attic, located at 415 Westfield Av-
enue.

All proceeds from the event will
be directed towards various mission
programs supported by the United
Methodist Women. For more infor-
mation, please call the church office
at (908) 233-4211.

WESTFIELD – Members of the
public are invited to a discussion re-
garding the possibility of life on Mars
and elsewhere in the universe on Tues-
day, May 25, at 7:30 p.m. at the First
Congregational Church of Westfield,
located at 125 Elmer Street.

A project of the Wisdom’s Light
ministry of the First Congregational
Church of Closter, the session will be
facilitated by the Reverend John A.
Mills, Pastor of that church.

After a review of scientific evi-
dence and efforts concerning life on
other worlds, participants will have
an opportunity to reflect on the theory
of biological determinism and on
Whiteheadean Process Theology to
explore how the divine interacts with
the universe.

They will then have the opportu-
nity to address such faith issues as
ecological stewardship of Mars,
whether Christ came only for hu-
mans, and whether some alien super
intelligence could save the Earth.

Individuals of any faith, as well as
those who do not practice a faith, are
invited to attend. Participants will be
encouraged to raise issues and ques-
tions. For more information, please
call the First Congregational Church
at (908) 233-2494.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Gather on May 10
WESTFIELD – The regular meet-

ing of the Senior Social Club of Holy
Trinity will be held on Monday, May
10, at 1:30 p.m. in the gymnasium of
the interparochial school on First
Street in Westfield.

Guest speaker Alex Binder will
discuss “Visiting Physicians,” an or-
ganization set up to provide medical
care in a patient’s home.

There will also be an opportunity
to sign up for the luncheon that will
take place at the group’s final meet-
ing of the season on Monday, June
14.

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Tel: 908-654-5200  •  Fax: 908-789-0451

w w w . c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

Chelsea Senior Living, LLC,
a name you know and

trust, is pleased to
introduce senior
independent
living, set within
the friendly

community of
Fanwood.

“...Carefree living with as much or
as little as you want to do.”

Amenities & Services:
i rental apartments, studios, one-bedroom, 

two-bedroom apartments
i fully equipped kitchens
i daily continental breakfast
i walking distance to shopping
i emergency response system… and more

St. John’s Baptist Sets
95th Year Observance
SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s

Baptist Church in Scotch Plains will
mark its 95th anniversary during the
10 a.m. service on Sunday, May 16.
The public is invited to attend.

The Reverend Jerry Carter of the
Calvary Baptist Church in Morristown
will be the guest speaker.

Under its present leadership of the
Reverend Kelmo C. Porter, the church
continues to serve residents of the town-
ship and surrounding communities. St.
John’s Baptist Church is located at 2387
Morse Avenue. For more information,
please call (908) 232-6972.

Do You Have a Mission Statement
That Defines You and Your Goals?

By REVEREND JANE ROCKMAN

I have to confess, I was among
the 27 million people who recently
watched the grand finale of “The
Apprentice.” I was among those
trying to figure out who would be
the last person in the “board room”
when Donald Trump stopped firing
people and finally hired someone.

This was the culmination of a
three-month obstacle course by
which 16 men and women with
vastly different backgrounds and
personalities competed for the
chance to have a very large door
open for them through landing a
job with the Trump organization.

Actually, I watched many of the
earlier episodes as well, and I was
not alone. “The Apprentice” was a
ratings sensation. Putting aside the
show’s soap opera aspects, the
business world is inherently inter-
esting, especially the activities of
a major tycoon. Then, too, I think
people were grateful for a more
lighthearted look at big business,
given the demoralizing scandals
that have wracked the corporate
world in recent years.

Although the show did not cam-
paign for corporate ethics and good
business practices, at least it did
not promote an “ends justify the
means” mentality either. Too bad,
though, that the candidates were
not asked to write mission state-
ments suggesting the kind of cor-
porate leaders they might be.

Mission Statements have taken
over the secular and religious
worlds alike. These days, from the
Fortune 500 to religious organiza-
tions of all sizes, everyone under-
stands how important it is to spell
out where they are going and how
they plan to get there. And that’s
what a mission statement does. A
good one describes more than just
ultimate objectives. It tells you
who you are, and as a result, it
helps you map out a pathway, with
appropriate behavior patterns, that
will lead you to your goals and
objectives.

My parish first developed a mis-
sion statement several years ago.
It came about after long hours of
brainstorming as we tried to put
into words – and not too many
words at that – what we see as the
parish’s goals, and how we believe
we should go about fulfilling them.

We used words like welcome,
nurture and nourish, and we talked
about gathering and sharing. And
somehow, the whole collection of
thoughts and ideas evolved into a
statement we all felt good about.
The Mission Statement is framed
and hangs on the wall as a constant
reminder of who we are – a Chris-
tian community trying to live as
people of God – and it helps to
reread it often.

Besides mission statements,
have you noticed that everyone is
talking about transparency? Trans-
parent seems to be the new “in”
word in all kinds of organizations,
and it is surely a worthy goal. The
activities and operations of reli-
gious groups, as well as big corpo-
rations, are supposed to be trans-
parent – visible and definable, with
paper trails and decision-making
paths that are easy to identify, and
can withstand close scrutiny.

In significant ways, we are all
talking the same language, and
that has to be a hopeful sign. People
of good will can always learn from
one another, and we can all do
with an extra measure of grace.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Rockman serves as Rec-

tor of the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church, located at 559 Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains.

Chef Nabil Set to Visit
Scotch Plains Library
SCOTCH PLAINS — On

Wednesday, May 12, at 6 p.m., the
Scotch Plains Public Library will
present Chef Nabil Ayoub, the
owner and chef of Salt and Pepper
Fine Cuisine and Catering in
Scotch Plains.

Chef Nabil will demonstrate how
to prepare authentic Middle East-
ern dishes. Participants will be
able to sample the cuisine.

Admission is free and no pre-
registration is required. The Scotch
Plains Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue. For further infor-
mation and directions, please call
(908) 322-5007.

     xtraordinary personal service, sound fashion advice and quality  merchandise, make

keeping in style fun and easy at Jude.  Cranford resident and owner, Jude Zimmerman, uses

her 20 years of fashion industry experience to hand pick selections of clothing and accesso-

ries from such designers as Eileen Fisher, Lily Pulitzer, Sigrid Olsen, Karen Kane, J’Envie.

Jude enjoys working  with women who enjoy the collaborative process of selecting the right

clothes to complement their skin tone and body type.  Discover fashion, function and

femininity in a friendly atmosphere that features each season’s most appealing styles and

colors.  Featuring Lily Pulitzer, mother & daughter.

 “New Initial Bracelets and Necklaces” on grograine ribbons.  Great for Mother's Day!

E

11 North Union Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

908-276-5900
Monday thru Saturday: 10 am - 5 pm

Thursday Evening till 8 pm

Clothing &
Accessories

PRESIDENTIAL PE N
Unique & exceptional gifts

for the woman 
who deserves nothing less...

Celebrate MMother’s DDay 
on MMay 99th!

112 Central Avenue, Westfield
Call 908-317-9600
www.presidentialpen.com
Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5:30; Thurs ‘til 8

“Al l  

that II  aam 

or eever 

hope tto bbe,

I  oowe tto 

my aangel

Mother.”

Abraham 
Lincoln

Introducing tthe
Sensa SSpring
Collection   

The most comfortable

pen ever created! Sensa’s

cushioned plasmium grip

molds to your fingers for

writing that’s nearly

effortless.  Available in

your choice of fountain

pen, ballpoint, rollerball

and pencil. 

Offering FFine PProducts FFrom:
Jack Georges • Mont Blanc • Cross 

Parker • Bosca • S.T. Dupont
Pelikan • Visconti • Aurora
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O’Connor and Wicks
Named to Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Bates College in

Lewiston, Me. has revealed that
Westfield residents Denise O’Connor
and Valerie Wicks have been named to
the Dean’s List for the fall 2003 se-
mester.

A junior psychology major, Denise
is a 2001 graduate of Westfield High
School She is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. William O’Connor of Westfield.

Valerie, a senior anthropology ma-
jor and member of the field hockey
team, studied in Ghana during the
winter 2003 term. She was named a
2001 Dana Scholar for her excellence
in academics and leadership.

A 2000 graduate of Westfield High
School, Valerie is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Bruce Wicks of Westfield.

SWORN IN…Westfield Board of Education Attorney Richard Kaplow swore in
newly reelected board members Julia Walker, Richard Solomon, and Ginny
Leiz for their three-year terms in office. The ceremony was conducted during
the April 27 meeting of the school board.

Holy Trinity Interparochial
Held Informational Night

WESTFIELD — On April 26, Holy
Trinity Interparochial School held
its inaugural “State of the School”
evening for parents.

The informational night was hosted
by the School Advisory Board and
was well attended by parents with
children in both the Westfield and
Mountainside campuses.

Many topics were covered and the
14-member board addressed the par-
ents on a number of issues of interest.

Father John McCrone, Pastor of
Our Lady of Lourdes Church in
Mountainside, offered an opening
reflection while Monsignor William
Harms of St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church in Westfield discussed the
Archdiocesan Strategic Plan for
Schools and how this applies to
schools at the local level.

Monsignor Joseph Masiello of The
Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity
in Westfield thanked parents for their
participation in the evening.

“We are a family, a family in
progress, progressing towards radi-
ating ever more to one another and to
our children the love of our God,” he
said.

Board member John Skinner of
Mountainside moderated the pro-
gram. Fellow Mountainside resident
and Board President Paul Zavodny
and Joe Leegan of Westfield assisted
Mr. Skinner.

Karen Schmicker of Scotch Plains
explained the school finances to par-
ents; board member John Doyle of
Westfield also contributed to the fi-
nancial analysis.

Trish Fitzpatrick of Westfield
spoke to parents about issues regard-
ing development, while Westfielder
Skip Williams addressed the most

recent technology plans that he for-
mulated with Frank Campion of
Fanwood. Patricia Gagliardi of
Mountainside also participated in the
program.

Holy Trinity Interparochial School,
accredited by the Middle States Edu-
cation Association, has doubled its
enrollment over the last 10 years and
expanded to a second campus.

The School Advisory Board, as
part of its commitment to institu-
tional assessment, recently con-
ducted a survey of parents, students,
and faculty to determine the level of
satisfaction with the school. The
board also plans to embark on a
phase of strategic planning over the
next year.

For more information about Holy
Trinity Interparochial School or the
advisory board, please call (908) 233-
0484.

Erratum
The Third Marking Period

Honor Roll at Park Middle School
in Scotch Plains was submitted
with the incorrect distinction for
seventh grader Kristin Berger.
She was named to the Distin-
guished Honor Roll, not the Regu-
lar Honor Roll.

 

Terri Spencer
Kindergarten Teacher,

Brunner Elementary School, Scotch Plains

WHS TV-36 to Air
Admissions Program
WESTFIELD — Westfield High

School (WHS) TV-36 will broadcast
“College Planning Evening for Juniors,”
featuring guest speaker Donald
Dickason, an experienced former col-
lege admissions officer and president of
the National Association of College
Admission Counseling, who gives ad-
vice on early planning to simplify the
college admissions process.

For 33 years, Mr. Dickason held vari-
ous positions in the admissions offices at
some of the country’s most prestigious
colleges, including Dean of Admissions
and Financial Aid at Cornell University,
Director of Admissions at Pennsylvania
State University, and Vice President for
Enrollment Management at Drexel Uni-
versity.

“College Planning Evening for Jun-
iors” was held at WHS in April for
juniors and their parents. It is an annual
event arranged by the Guidance De-
partment. This year, it was taped and
will be televised on TV-36 on Tuesdays
at 11:20 a.m. and 7:20 p.m.; Thursdays
at 2:20 p.m. and 10:20 p.m.; Saturdays
at 10:20 a.m. and 7:20 p.m.; and Sun-
days at 4:20 p.m. through May 16.

Preceding this program at the top of
the hour will be “Good Morning
Westfield,” a new live television show
broadcast from Westfield High School.
This show, which highlights topics of
interest at the school, is directed, pro-
duced and hosted by students in the
TV2 class.

By MICHELLE HELEN  Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 36
Hometown: Born in Plainfield,

Mrs. Spencer moved many times as
a child and was raised primarily in
California.

“I considered Scotch Plains as my
“home base” since I
came here to visit
my grandparents
and cousins once or
twice a year,” she
told The Westfield
Leader and The
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “I
moved to Scotch
Plains seven years
ago and am so
thankful to work
and live in the
hometown of my
childhood dreams.”

Education: At
California State
University at Sacramento (CSUS),
she earned a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Social Science, with a concentra-
tion in Sociology and minors in An-
thropology and Psychology.

“I received a New Jersey Teaching
Certification from Kean University,
and I am continuing to pursue my
master’s in reading from Walden
University this fall,” reported Mrs.
Spencer.

She has been teaching kindergar-
ten for three years, however she also
taught fourth grade at Evergreen El-
ementary School in Scotch Plains.

Previous Experience: After she
graduated CSUS in 1990, she began
working for an insurance company.

“Upon having my first child I be-
came a homemaker and continued
with child-centric volunteer work,”
said Mrs. Spencer. “I ran a local
church nursery and organized a
‘Moms and Tots’ playgroup for the
socialization of the mothers of young
children.”

“I knew when I returned to the
workforce that my passion was work-
ing with children, so I elected to
teach,” she said.

I Knew I Reached My Students
When: “I appreciate each student as
a unique person with his or her own
learning style, and I strive to connect
with each on an individual basis,”
she said.

“Seeing the light in a student’s
eyes or that ‘ah-ha’ moment is a great
reward in teaching! I have enjoyed
letters, e-mails, phone calls, visits
and award nominations from former

Terri Spencer

students,” added Mrs. Spencer.
What I Love About the School

District: “I feel so fortunate to work
with hardworking team players that
share ideas and pull for each other
both professionally and personally
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood dis-
trict,” she responded. “I admire how

the district and the
parents unite and
work hard for the
betterment of the
children. Living in
the district, I feel
especially lucky to
watch former stu-
dents grow up be-
fore my eyes!”

Favorite Topic
to Teach: Mrs.
Spencer told The
Leader/Times that
she prefers teach-
ing reading/lan-
guage arts because
“reading and writ-

ing are fundamental to learning.”
“The children are so proud of these

new skills,” she explained. “Witness-
ing their discovery and realizing this
portion of their potential is very re-
warding. In my opinion, helping to
pass along the love of reading is crucial
because it is a gift that lasts forever.”

The Future of Education in
America: Mrs. Spencer noted, “I
believe that the education system
here continues to improve. It is very
important that our country makes a
strong commitment to our future,
and I hope that the role of education
in preparing our country to compete
in the global economy is apparent.”

“I think issues related to education
that are being addressed in the up-
coming Presidential election are criti-
cal,” she said.

My Goal As An Educator: Going
forward, Mrs. Spencer seeks to “in-
still a love of learning in all students
that will carry out into their adult
lives.”

“We are never done learning, grow-
ing and discovering. My goal is to
make learning fun and exciting so
that each child will embrace the learn-
ing process,” she said.

Home Life: “I am married to a saint
and have two wonderful children who
attend McGinn Elementary School,”
she shared. “We also have one dog
and two cats. Soon, my father will
move in and wonder what hit him.”

“I get my strength and courage
from my family and extended family
in the area,” she said. “Family is
what Scotch Plains is all about.”

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. Offer may be withdrawn without further notice. There is a substantial penalty for early withdrawal.

www.townbank.com

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-0800 
Fax: 908-301-0843

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-518-9333
Fax: 908-518-0803

Spring Savings
From The Town Bank of Westfield

Certificates of Deposit

APY* APY*

30 Month
Minimum to open: $1,000.

2.75%

1 Year
Minimum to open: $1,000.

2.05%

Area Pingry Honor Roll
Students Announced
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP – Head-

master John Neiswender of The Pingry
School in Bernards Township has an-
nounced the names of students who
were recently appointed to the Middle
School’s third quarter Honor Roll.

The roster recognizes those stu-
dents who have achieved a “B+”
average or better with no individual
grade lower than a “B-”.

Westfielders Brendan Burgdorf,
William Weldon, Elizabeth Lynch,
Gordon Peeler, and Adrienne Speigel
were all named to the list.

In addition, Erik Moss of
Mountainside joined Berkeley
Heights resident John Soo Hoo in
being honored.

PICNIC FUNDRAISER…Scotch Plains resident Barbara Leighton worked
hard to prepare Delbarton School’s annual spring fundraiser, “Picnic on the
Green,” as she was joined by the Delbarton Mothers’ Guild Moderator, the
Reverend Richard Cronin. The fundraiser was held on March 27 at the
Sheraton in Parsippany. Co-chairpersons Alicia Flath of Long Valley and
Miriam Stenger of Morristown led the fundraiser committee. Silent and live
auctions were held, while guests enjoyed dinner and dancing. The fundraiser
will benefit technology enhancement at Delbarton.
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AUTHOR VISIT…New Jersey author, Margie Palatini, entertained Wilson
Elementary School’s kindergarten through grade five pupils during her “Author’s
Day” visit. Pictured, above, Mrs. Palatini signs copies of her books for the pupils,
as Wilson Librarian Diane Smith and kindergarten and first graders from the
classes look on. Mrs. Palatini explained that the inspiration for her many stories
come from her family and life experiences. The children learned that the story
“Bedhead” was inspired by Mrs. Palatini’s son, Jamie, who has unruly hair and
“frequent bad hair days” — just like the character Oliver in “Bedhead.”

Brunner Students Learn
Importance of Arbor Day

THANK YOU…Jason Acevedo, a Pre-K student at Brunner Elementary School
in Scotch Plains, gives a “thank you” hug to a tree on the school lawn.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Children in
the Pre-K classes at Brunner Elemen-
tary School in Scotch Plains recently
engaged in learning activities that
focused on the beauty and impor-
tance of trees.

Songs and stories stimulated dis-
cussions about the many products
that come from trees. The children
discovered that many of the things
they use everyday in their classroom
come from trees.

One school day, students munched
on tree snacks from plates, and they

enjoyed olives, apples, oranges, ba-
nanas, dates, figs, coconut, maple
syrup and chocolate.

Later, on Arbor Day, the students
gave thanks to the trees by hugging
them.

WF Public Schools Participates
In Project Child Find Program
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Public School District recognizes
the importance of providing ser-
vices to children with
special needs through its Project
Child Find efforts.

Project Child Find is a service
established by the New Jersey De-
partment of Education through the
Individuals with Disability Educa-
tion Act (I.D.E.A.) funds from the
U.S. Department of Education.

According to Dr. Ted Kozlik, As-
sistant Superintendent for Pupil Ser-
vices, “We provide evaluation ser-
vices for resident children three to 21
years of age who appear to have
problems in communication, motor,
social-emotional, or learning areas.
Children found to be eligible for
special education and related ser-
vices are entitled to free and appro-
priate special education program-
ming and related services.”

Information is provided to par-
ents of children from birth through
three years of age regarding early
intervention services. Parents of
children from birth through three
years of age who suspect potential
disabilities or have children with
special needs may also call Project
Child Find at (800) 322-8174, seven
days a week, 24 hours per day. All
calls are confidential.

Individuals who know children ages
three to 21 years of age who appear to
have one or more of the following

signs, please ask their parent to call
Dr. Kozlik at 908-789-4442, via e-
mail at tkozlik@westfieldnj.com or
write to 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
07090.

• Significant delays in acquiring
language or significant speech prob-
lems;

• Significant difficulty walking,
running, or manipulating small ob-
jects;

• Frequent health problems or birth
handicaps;

• Consistent trouble seeing or hear-
ing;

• Tendency toward temper tan-
trums or excessive anxiety or shy-
ness;

• Significant difficulty playing ap-
propriately with other children; and /or

• Significant problems paying at-
tention and listening.

All information about such re-
quests will be kept confidential.

Local Residents Team Up
In Pingry Scientific Model

BERNARDS TOWNSHIP —
Pingry biology teacher Tommie
Hata has successfully led a group
of local residents to become one
of the latest Students Modeling a
Research Topic (SMART) Teams.

Members include Cait l in
Jennings and Kelly Peeler, both of
Westfield. Rachel Van Wert of
Scotch Plains.

As team members, the sopho-
more students worked in a research
science environment and used cut-
t ing-edge technology (rapid
prototyping technology) to design
and build physical models of pro-
teins and molecular structures. The
students gained a graduate level of
comprehension while working
with Dr. Tim Herman, director of
the Center for Biomolecular Mod-
eling, and Dr. Richard Ebright

from the Waksman Institute at
Rutgers University.

The pupils also spent April 1 to
4 in Atlanta attending workshops
and seminars at the National Sci-
ence Teacher’s  Associat ion
(NSTA) convention, where their
models were displayed to a scien-
tific audience.

The culmination of the team’s
work occurred on April 21, when
parents, administration, and fac-
ulty members watched the SMART
Team enthusiastically present a
molecule to Dr. Ebright at Pingry’s
Upper School campus.

Selected by Mr. Hata from the
previous year’s honors biology
classes, the SMART Team began
their project in September of 2003
and worked together during their
free time and free periods.

Baumwoll  Will Attend
Leadership Conference

SCOTCH PLAINS – Michael
Baumwoll, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Baumwoll of Scotch Plains,
has been selected to attend the Na-
tional Student Leadership Confer-
ence (NSLC), a leadership develop-
ment program for outstanding high
school students.

While attending, Michael will have
the opportunity to study, experience
and develop the skills and traits that
define and identify a leader. He will
join approximately 8,000 gifted high
school students from across the U.S.
and from 45 countries at the NSLC.

During the conference, Michael
will attend special workshops and
classes where he will study the dis-
tinctions of leadership. He will lis-
ten to guest speakers, who will offer
their advice and experience regard-
ing leadership qualities.

Michael is a member of the Class
of 2005 at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

Nat’l Merit Scholarships
Awarded to Area Pupils

AREA – The National Merit Schol-
arship Corporation has posted the
names of area high school seniors
who earned $2,500 National Merit
Scholarships for 2004.

Westfield resident Meghana
Limaye, a Westfield High School
senior, was among the scholarship
recipients. She has not chosen a prob-
able career field.

Eric Whitman of Westfield, a stu-
dent at the Union County Magnet
High School in Scotch Plains, was
also awarded a grant. He has se-
lected engineering as his probable
career field.

Vani Kilakkathi, a resident of
Scotch Plains, was also named a
grant recipient.  A  student at the
Union County Magnet High School,
Vani has selected medicine as a ca-
reer path.

Scholarships were also awarded to
Berkeley Heights residents
Alexandra Denby and Bryan Gartner,
both students at Governor Livingston
High School. Alexandra plans to pur-
sue a career in the biology field,
while Bryan has selected financial
engineering.

SPANISH ADVENTURE…Franklin Elementary School students from Diane
Eisen’s class savored their newly-acquired Spanish language skills when they
applied them during a trip to the Spanish Tavern in Mountainside. Pictured, left
to right, are: John, Charlie, Matthew, Bong Soo, Elizabeth and Anna Liah.

Franklin Students Savor
Taste of Spanish Culture

WESTFIELD – The students from
Diane Eisen’s class at Franklin El-
ementary School in Westfield were
given the opportunity to test their
newly-acquired Spanish-speaking
skills during their April 22 visit to
the Spanish Tavern in
Mountainside.

Mrs. Eisen, Spanish teacher Senor
Vasquez, and the Supervisor of the
World Languages program, Bob
Roth, escorted the students. The pro-
gram was introduced to all third grade

classes this year.
The students were able to apply

their skills in the “real world,” as
they greeted restaurant staff mem-
bers, placed their menu orders in
Spanish, and experienced the flavor
of Spanish cooking, as well as the
Spanish dining experience.

The food consisted of several dif-
ferent side orders of Spanish food
from the traditional menu, as well as
the more familiar children’s offer-
ings of chicken fingers and pasta.

Collegiate Scholars
Welcomes DeMaio

SCOTCH PLAINS – Allison
DeMaio of Scotch Plains has accepted
membership in the National Society
of Collegiate Scholars. She will be
inducted into the society during a
campus ceremony this fall at Villanova
University.  Allison is a 2002 graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. She is currently in her sopho-
more year at Villanova.
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– Obituaries –
DEATH NOTICE

Oliver O. Deane, 77, Honored Teacher;
Active in Sports, Camps and Church

Martin Nugent, 85, Active Parishioner;
Former Salesman in Banking Industry

DEATH NOTICE
Robert F. Beese, 70, Local Accountant;

Had Been Master of Masonic Lodge

DEATH NOTICE
Ruth Appleby Moore, 92, Was Member
Of Conservancy and Audubon Society

Oliver O. Deane, 77, of South Or-
ange died on Thursday, April 22, at
the Garden Terrace Nursing Home in
Chatham.

Born in Orange, Mr. Deane lived
in South Orange for most of his life.

Mr. Deane was a dedicated teacher
in the Mountainside school system
for 36 years. During those years, he
taught mathematics and coached
wrestling, boys’ and girls’ soccer,
and girls’ softball before retiring in
1987. Mr. Deane was also a soccer
referee with the NJISSA.

In 1986, he received Mountainside’s
first Teacher of the Year Award of the
State of New Jersey Governor’s
Teacher Recognition Program.

He was ordained as both a Deacon

and Elder of the First Presbyterian
Church in Springfield, and also served
as Chairman of the church’s scholar-
ship committee for many years.

A 1944 graduate of Columbia High
School, he served in the United States
Navy during World War II as a radio
gunner in the Grumman Avenger tor-
pedo plane.

He graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts degree from Lafayette College
in Easton, Pa. in 1950. While there,
Ollie played on both the college ice
hockey and soccer teams. He was a
member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon.

Mr. Deane received his Master of
Arts degree from New York Univer-
sity in counseling and guidance, and
completed his hours toward a Ph.D.
in administration before deciding to
follow his true love of teaching sev-
enth- and eighth-grade students by
staying in the classroom.

During the summers, he served as
Head Counselor and Program Direc-
tor of camps Calumet and DeWitt in
New Hampshire and camps
Maranacook and Waganaki in Maine.
For many years, he was an Alumni
Admissions representative for
Lafayette College.

Mr. Deane is survived by his wife of
49 years, Mary Pat; his daughter,
Patricia Parker, and her husband, Terry;
daughter Kathy Deane; son Kenneth
and his wife, Michele, and four grand-
children, Kristin and Matthew Parker
and Jessica and Jacob Deane.

A memorial service to celebrate
his life will be held at 10 a.m. on
Monday, May 17, at the First Presby-
terian Church in Springfield. Visita-
tion and a reception will follow in the
Fellowship Room.

Arrangements were by the Brad-
ley, Smith & Smith Funeral Home in
Springfield.

Those planning an expression of
sympathy are asked to consider con-
tributions to the First Presbyterian
Church to establish the endowment
of a Christian Education Chair, 37
Church Mall, Springfield 07081 or
Lafayette College, Easton, Pa. 18042-
1771. They would be appreciated.
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Robert F. Beese, 70, of Westfield
died on Sunday, May 2, at the
Cranford Health and Extended Care
Center.

Born in West Chester, Pa., he had
lived in Verona and South Orange
prior to moving to Westfield in 1971.

Mr. Beese had worked as an ac-
countant at various corporations be-
fore starting and maintaining a pri-
vate practice in Westfield for over 40
years.

He earned a bachelor’s degree from
Upsala College and continued with
graduate studies at Seton Hall Uni-
versity.

An active member of Nutley Ma-
sonic Lodge No. 25, he served as
Master in 1981. He was also a mem-
ber of the Union County Diabetes
Association, serving as its Treasurer
for several years.

Mr. Beese was a member of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield and
a former member of the Garwood
Presbyterian Church, where he was
the Sunday School Superintendent
for 27 years. He also acted as the

director of the Children’s Camp pro-
gram, was chairman of the ushers
and sang in the church choir.

Previously, he was a member of
the First Presbyterian and Trinity
Church in South Orange, where he
served as a Deacon, Boy Scout leader,
Sunday School teacher and was Past
President of the Questers. He also
was a proud member of the church
choir.

Surviving are his wife, Mildred
Beese; his daughter, Michelle Beese
Pierce, and her husband, Thomas M.
Pierce, of Westfield.

A service will be held at 11 a.m.
today, Thursday, May 6, at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield. Inter-
ment will be at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation, 560 Sylvan Avenue,
Englewood Cliffs, N.J. 07632.
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Martin F. Nugent, 85, of Westfield
died on Saturday, May 1, at Father
Hudson House in Elizabeth.

Born in East Orange, he moved to
Westfield in 1959.

Mr. Nugent had been a salesman in
the banking industry, retiring in 1992
from Cunei-forms, Inc. in New York
City. He had also worked for many
years at Todd Burroughs Corpora-
tion in Bloomfield.

Mr. Nugent graduated from Seton
Hall University in 1941 with a
bachelor’s degree in business admin-
istration.

He was a longtime communicant
and eucharistic minister at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

He was predeceased by his wife,

Margaret Nugent, in 2000.
Surviving are three sons, Martin F.

Nugent, Jr. of Woburn, Mass., Rich-
ard T. Nugent of Westfield and
Michael J. Nugent of Fanwood; three
daughters, Patricia A. Nugent of
Woodbridge, Ellen J. Lanza of
Westfield and Margaret J. Harcourt
of Fanwood; a brother, Daniel P.
Nugent of Morristown, and 10 grand-
children.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Tuesday, May 4, at the
Holy Trinity Church. Interment took
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.
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Ruth Appleby Moore, 92, of
Chester Township died on Sunday,
May 2, at Morristown Memorial
Hospital in Morristown.

Born on January 1, 1912 in Chester,
daughter of the late Alfred J. and
Charlotte Elliot Appleby, she spent
most of her childhood in Mendham.
She raised her family in Mountainside
before returning to the Chester area
in 1978. She also spent much time at
her home in West Rupert, Vt.

Mrs. Moore was a homemaker.
She earned an Associate’s degree

from the Ambler School of Horticul-
ture, which is now part of the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania.

Mrs. Moore had a lifelong love of
nature, particularly flowers and birds.
She was a member of the Nature
Conservancy and the National
Audubon Society.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Harry F. Moore; her brothers,
Todd, William and Robert Appleby,

and her sister, Violet DeCoster.
Surviving are her daughters and

sons-in-law, Ruth Melchiorre of
Tewksbury, Charlotte and Thomas
Gottlieb of Arvada, Colo. and Janet
and Knute Seebohm of Chester Town-
ship; her loving grandchildren,
Michael Melchiorre, Theodor, An-
drew, Susanna and Thien Gottlieb,
Scott, Erik and Todd Seebohm, and
her loving great-grandchildren, Sean,
Tyler, Terrell, Cedrik and Jarrett.

The funeral service was held yes-
terday, Wednesday, May 5, at the
Grace Bible Chapel in Chester.

Arrangements were handled by the
William J. Leber Funeral Home in
Chester.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Nature
Conservancy, 200 Pottersville Road,
Chester, N.J. 07930. The organiza-
tion may be reached at (908) 879-
7262.
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Lillie Olsen Vignolo, 90
Lillie Olsen Vignolo, 90, of

Westfield died on Saturday, May 1,
at her home.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she lived
in Westfield since 1962.

Mrs. Vignolo was a member of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
and involved in its women’s groups.
She also was a volunteer with
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Robert L. Vignolo, in January
of 2001.

Surviving are a son, R. Stephen
Vignolo of Short Hills; a daughter,
Patricia L. Ranson of New York City;
two sisters, Edith Christensen of
Glendale, Calif. and Elsie Hochschild
of San Pedro, Calif.; five grandchil-
dren and four great-grandchildren.

There will be no visitation. All
services will be private at a time to be
arranged by the family.

Arrangements are by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made to The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, 140
Mountain Avenue, Westfield 07090
or to Children’s Specialized Hospi-
tal, 150 New Providence Road,
Mountainside 07092.
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Jeanette Atkins, 81, Was Supervisor
For Visiting Nurses Association

Jeanette Atkins,  81,  of the
Lutheran Community at Telford in
Telford, Pa., formerly a 33-year
resident of Doylestown, Pa., died
on Saturday, May 1, at the Commu-
nity.

Born in Westfield, she was the
daughter of the late J. Edward and
Helen Griffiths Atkins.

Miss Atkins graduated from
Mount Holyoke College in South
Hadley, Mass. She received her
master’s degree from the Yale Uni-
versity School of Nursing in New
Haven, Conn., Class of 1947.

She was a supervisor for the Vis-
iting Nurses Association in New
Haven, New York City and Phila-
delphia. Additionally, she was em-
ployed by the Pennsylvania State
Department of Health as a public
health nurse, and was director of
nursing for the Bucks County De-

partment of Health, retiring in 1968.
Miss Atkins was a longtime mem-

ber of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
in Doylestown, where she was a
member of the choir. She also was
a member of the League of Women
Voters and the Bucks County Asso-
ciation of University Women. She
was active in the Bucks County
Nurses Association as well.

Surviving is her companion,
Elizabeth V. Winpenny of Telford.

A memorial service will be cel-
ebrated at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, May
11, in the chapel at the Lutheran
Community at Telford, 235 N.
Washington Street in Telford. In-
terment will be held privately at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Reed
& Steinbach Funeral Home, Inc. of
Doylestown, Pa.
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Jim & Susan Airey ALS Fund
Softball Tournament Set

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fourth
Annual Jim and Susan Airey ALS
Fund Softball Tournament will be
held on Saturday, May 22. The rain
date is Sunday, May 23.

Jim Airey, a longtime resident of
Scotch Plains, died on March 27
after a courageous battle with  Amyo-
trophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS). The
condition, also known as Lou
Gehrig’s Disease, not only has a poor
prognosis, it involves the gradual
loss of neuro-motor function and pro-
gressively paralyzes the body. There
is no known cause or cure.

Mr. Airey, who was diagnosed with
ALS in 1997, worked diligently to
focus attention on research for the
ALS Therapy Development Founda-
tion (ALS-TDF), a non-profit bio-
technology company dedicated to
advancing those therapies with the
greatest promise of curing or slow-
ing ALS.

Prior to his illness, Mr. Airey was
an avid sports fan and played on three
softball teams in Scotch Plains, up
until 1999. It therefore seemed only
fitting to use sports as a way to raise
money for research and to raise public
awareness.

The tournament will be a single
game elimination format beginning
at 9 a.m., with games played simul-
taneously at Brookside Park and
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains.
The Championship Game will take

place at approximately 2:30 p.m. at
Brookside Park. A brief memorial
service honoring Mr. Airey will be
held prior to the game. Trophies will
be awarded to the first and second
place teams.

The tournament is made possible
through the generosity of local mer-
chants and professional baseball teams,
and will feature approximately 15 raffle
prizes, including a $500 first prize,
$250 second prize, New York Yankees
tickets, a satellite dish and much more.

A silent auction will also be held
starting at 10 a.m., featuring several
sports memorabilia prizes. Among
these items will be three official New
York Yankee autographed baseballs
signed by Derek Jeter, Alex Rodriguez
and Mariano Rivera. Refreshments
will be available, along with balloons
for the kids, and admission will be
free. All proceeds will be donated to
the ALS Therapy Development Foun-
dation (ALS-TDF) in Cambridge,
Mass.

Donations can be made at the event
or by sending a check directly to:
ALS Therapy Foundation, 215 First
Street, Cambridge, Mass. 02142. The
contact telephone number is (617)
441-7200.

For additional information, indi-
viduals may also log onto the  ALS-
TDF website at www.als.net and learn
more through the “Family & Friends
Community” link to the website.

Philoptochos Society
Plans Fashion Show

WESTFIELD — The Ladies
Philoptochos Society of the Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of
Westfield will host “Focus on Fash-
ion,” a fashion show and dinner, on
Wednesday, May 12, at 6 p.m. at The
Chanticler in Short Hills.

The event will benefit more than
50 charities supported by
Philoptochos. Proceeds from the
Grand Raffle will be donated to the
Laine’s Angels Foundation, which
assists parents of children with can-
cer; the Crohn’s and Colitis Founda-
tion of America, and Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Research.

Gift raffles will include theme
baskets and individual items. There
will also be door prizes. For more
information, please call the church
office at (908) 233-8533.

Kids Enjoy Egg Hunt
On the Village Green
SCOTCH PLAINS — Despite the

chilly, wet weather, children ages one to
eight turned out for the annual Easter
Egg Hunt on April 3 on the Village
Green adjacent to the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building.

Sponsored by the Scotch Plains Jun-
ior Woman’s Club and the Scotch Plains
Recreation Department, the event fea-
tured a visit from the Easter Bunny and
eggs filled with candy. Three lucky
youngsters found the “golden eggs”
and received Easter Baskets.

There also was a lollipop and a
jellybean guess, face painting, tattoos
and a table of fresh baked goods. All
proceeds from the event will benefit
local charities.

More Community News

Runnells Volunteer Guild
Plans Home Products Sale

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — The
Volunteer Guild of Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital of Union County
will hold a vendor sale featuring
Home Products merchandise on
Thursday, June 10.

The sale will be held from 7:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. in the multi-purpose
room of the facility, located at 40
Watchung Way in Berkeley
Heights.

The Home Products will include
functional household items such as
glass cutting boards, trivets, snack
trays and ceiling fan pull chains
featuring reproductions of water-
color paintings.

“We invite the public to attend
our sales free of charge,” said Union
County Freeholder Mary Ruotolo,

Liaison to Runnells Specialized
Hospital.

“A percentage of each purchase
made at these sales is given to the
Volunteer Guild to obtain items for
the residents and patients that may
include televisions, VCRs and
prizes for their bingo games,” she
noted.

The Guild also sponsors a holi-
day party/gift distribution and a
summer picnic, in cooperation with
the Berkeley Heights Lions Club.

The Volunteer Guild and the Of-
fice of Volunteer Services of
Runnells Specialized Hospital are
always seeking volunteers. Flex-
ible hours and a variety of opportu-
nities exist with resident contact,
as well as performing other tasks.
For further information, please call
the Office of Volunteer Services at
(908) 771-5847.
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Rep. Ferguson Addresses
Homeland Security, Tax Cuts

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Congressman Mike Ferguson rep-
resents New Jersey’s seventh district
in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. The Congressman discussed
how issues of homeland security and
job creation trickle down to New
Jersey and its seventh district.

“The two biggest issues that we’re
focused on for Westfield and Union
County are not all that different from
the issues I’m working on for the
district and for the country,” Rep.
Ferguson said. “They are, number
one, ensuring our homeland security
to make sure that we prevent the
devastation of another terrorist at-
tack. And number two, to ensure we
can do everything possible in Wash-
ington to help our economy to con-
tinue to grow and create opportuni-
ties for people around our area.”

Congressman Ferguson said there
are lots of different ways he is trying
to achieve both of these goals: First,
Ferguson said homeland security and
the war on terror will be aided by a
free and democratic Iraq following
the eradication of terrorist cells that
have worked to destroy the U.S.

“The war on Iraq is a vital com-
ponent to the war on terror,” Rep.
Ferguson said. “The U.S.’s efforts
to establish and maintain a stable
democracy there is no small task,
but is crucial to making sure we
continue to destroy the terrorist
networks that have brought so much
damage and harm to Americans
and Spaniards and folks all around
the world.”

The federal  budget,  which
passed last week, increased fund-
ing for veteran’s benefits by 15
percent, a huge increase. The bud-
get included an increase in de-
fense spending to support Ameri-
can troops to make sure they have
the training, equipment, and pro-
tection they need.

“We included a hefty increase in
homeland security spending, bor-
der control, first responders for bio
terrorism defense,” Rep. Ferguson
said. “All of these are top priorities
specifically for us in New Jersey
because we saw firsthand the de-
struction and death caused by ter-
rorists on our own soil. Homeland
security and the war on terror is
clearly a top priority. I’ve been
standing shoulder-to-shoulder with
President Bush in his efforts to
secure our homeland and to keep
our families and our communities
and our kids safe from those who
would seek to do us harm.”

Increased Washington funding trans-

lates to increased fire safety, protec-
tion and arms for police officers and
training for bio- terrorism on a local
level in Union County and in Westfield.

“These additional grants, a number
of them in our district alone, have been
made available to local fire depart-
ments because we’ve increased that
funding here in Washington. Our fire
fighters, our first responders, are on the
frontlines for securing our homeland
and we need to support them. That’s
what we’re doing; we’re keeping that
commitment here in Washington.”

The other initiative Rep. Ferguson
is working to secure, which impacts
the seventh district, is the status and
recovery of an economy that was in
recession when Rep. Ferguson and
President Bush came to office in 2000.

“The first thing we knew we needed
to do was cut people’s taxes,” Rep.
Ferguson said. We believe, and I be-
lieve, that people can spend their own
money better than government can. I
think the more money people have in
their own pockets they will be able to
save and invest and spend to care for
their families, children, parents, grand-
parents, education, or healthcare.

“That is one of the reasons why our
economy is now growing. We are work-
ing hard to get our companies and corpo-
rations back on their feet so they can be
in a position to hire more workers.”

Rep. Ferguson said his efforts to
cut taxes and create an environment
more conducive for companies to
hire new workers have been made
more complicated by the “folks in
Trenton who want to raise taxes.”
Rep. Ferguson said that the seventh
district, in particular, benefits from
tax relief, which in turn stimulates
economic growth and job creation.

Rep. Ferguson also spoke of tax
relief creating jobs and opportunities
for New Jersey’s families. Congress-
man Ferguson voted to reduce income
tax rates for every American who pays
income taxes and double the per-child
tax credit to $1,000, which he feels
would directly impact the seventh dis-
trict and many families in Union
County.

“It’s one of the best things we’ve
done since I’ve been in Congress ($1000
per child tax cut),” the congressman
said. “We’ve doubled the per child tax
credit from $500 to $1000 per child.
That has a huge impact on families. I
visited with two families in our district
with four children each. One family
lived in Hillsborough and was in the
midst of moving because they needed
more room and a bigger house. Their
rebate check last year was $1200 be-
cause of the expansion of the per child
tax credit.”

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FROM THE DAYS OF YORE…This home on Wychwood Road was built in
1784 by Anza Ball, a relative of George Washington, in Maplewood, but was
later moved to Wychwood.

Nature Trail Ride to be
Offered at Watchung Stable

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation are
proud to announce that  the
Watchung Stables and the Trailside
Nature and Science Center are join-
ing together to offer the county’s
first “Nature Trailride” on Thurs-
day evening, May 13, from 6 to
7:30 p.m.

Participants, ages nine and older,
are invited to explore the Watchung
Reservation in a new and exciting
way – on horseback! A park natu-
ralist from Trailside will point out
the sights and sounds of local wild-
life and highlight interesting plants
and wildflowers along the way.
The group will visit Lake Surprise
to search for local waterfowl, and
meander through the woods and
fields to discover animals that are
active at dusk. Listen for a chorus
of spring peeper frogs; learn to
identify poison ivy, and other flora
and fauna along the trail.

“I’m pleased to announce that
Union County is able to provide
another level of program experi-
ence for our residents to enjoy,” said
Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada.

No horseback riding experience
is necessary; the ride will take
place at a walking pace only. After
the ride, light refreshments will be
provided by members of the
Watchung Stables Auxiliary Club.

Pre-registration is required due
to space limitations. The fee for
the Nature Trailride is $30 per
person for Union County residents
and $40 per person for non-county
residents. Registration is in-per-
son only at the Watchung Stables,
located at 1160 Summit Lane in
Mountainside.

For further information, please
call the Watchung Stables at (908)
789-3665 or the Trailside Nature
and Science Center at (908) 789-
3670. Both facilities are operated
by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Fanwood Planning Board
Hears Devel. Aplication

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An application for a major site
plan for a development on the corner
of South Avenue and First Street was
heard before the Fanwood Planning
Board at their April 28 meeting.

The proposed development in-
cludes a Victorian-style, two and
three-story building, with commer-
cial, retail and residential units. The
plan calls for the existing, single-
family homes on two lots to be de-
molished. The proposed building
conforms to all ordinances, except
adequate parking. The developers,
the Messercola Brothers, are apply-
ing for a parking variance.

Robert Kraus, of Lieb, Kraus,
Grispin and Roth, of Scotch Plains,
attorney for the developer, presented
artist’s renderings and site plans to
the board and the public as he de-
scribed the development’s features.

The building, which is divided into
two sections, includes one three-story
section and another two-story sec-
tion. The sections are externally at-
tached, with a contiguous roofline,
but not internally connected. This
type of construction was necessary
due to the natural slope of the land,
Mr. Kraus explained.

The footprint of the building is
3,500 sq. feet per floor with a maxi-
mum roof height of 36.5 feet. The 12
apartments range in size from 1,262
sq. ft. to 1,922 sq. ft. There will be
commercial renters on the ground
floor of the two-story section and
retail establishments on the ground
floor of the three-story section. The
12 apartments would be spread out
over the second and third floors and
would be individually owned. The
plan would comply with all Council
on Affordable Housing (COAH) ob-
ligations, if need be.

The plan proposes 48 parking
spaces, which Mr. Kraus argued
would be adequate for any combina-
tion of retail, commercial and resi-
dential occupancy, although under
the number required by ordinance.
The exact number of required spaces
would be contingent on the type of
future occupants. Mr. Kraus stated
that the builders did not have any
retail or commercial occupants lined

up, as of yet, however, the develop-
ers would commit to no food estab-
lishments. Deliveries would be made
by small trucks or vans, through rear
entrances.

When asked about the lack of any
grassy, recreational areas, Mr. Kraus
explained to the board that the units
were designed to attract commuters,
who could utilize nearby, public parks
for recreational use.

Testimony was heard from the
building’s architect, Rocco
Campanella of Raritan. Mr.
Campanella described the design in
greater detail and fielded questions
from the public. Several residents
from the neighborhood had ques-
tions regarding the impact that the
proposed development might have
on their privacy, on traffic and on
potential runoff and subsequent
flooding in their yards.

Town engineer, Richard Marsden
told the residents that he would re-
view the plans and recommend con-
ditions that would mitigate any po-
tential run-off caused by the addition
of impervious areas, such as trenches
or other retention devices.

Board members asked the archi-
tect to return with rear and side-view
renderings, to enable the board and
the public a view of the development
from the perspective of adjacent
homes. Ample landscape buffering
would also be provided, Mr. Kraus
said.

Site Engineer Edward Dec of
Kenilworth also testified. Questions
arose regarding which street the
building fronted onto as well as ques-
tions regarding the incomplete trans-
fer of the title and ownership of one
of the existing properties. At the
suggestion of the Board Attorney
Robert Mega, Board Chairman Gre-
gory Cummings suspended Mr. Dec’s
testimony until the matter of title and
ownership could be finalized.

Contingent on this matter being
resolved, the board will hear the
continuation of the application at
their next scheduled meeting on
Wednesday, May 26. Testimony will
also be presented from a landscape
architect, a traffic engineer and a
professional planner at subsequent
meetings.

The Wychwood Section
Of WF, Rich With History

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Growing up in Kentucky, Arthur
Rule wanted to be an artist; the
Wychwood section of Westfield be-
came his masterpiece according to a
book about Wychwood.

Though the only copy of the book
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
P l a i n s - Fa n w o o d
Times was able to ob-
tain was a photocopy,
and the author is un-
known, it appears to
be the original sales
book for the develop-
ment.

Though Mr. Rule
was the driving force
behind the develop-
ment of Wychwood,
his son Arthur Rule, Jr.
worked full time on
the project. The junior
Rule directed the sales
program and worked on the engi-
neering aspects, turning architect
Bernhardt Müller’s designs into re-
ality.

The senior Rule resided on Wood-
land Avenue, while the junior Rule
lived in the gatehouse.

Designed in the 1920s the idea of
Wychwood was to have older archi-
tecture, giving it a nostalgic feel.
Properties were designed to be set
apart from one another and a relax-
ing atmosphere was desired.

Area residents recognize South
Gate for its two unique gatehouses.
Built in 1928, the gatehouses were
not meant to be the architectural
keynote of the development. Re-

search does not show a North Gate
entrance, though markings on an old
aerial photograph show a west gate
entrance at Woodland Avenue and an
east gate at Springfield Avenue.

Mr. Rule moved historic homes
into Wychwood. The oldest homes
in the immediate area are 415 Wood-
land Avenue, which was built 1771,

and 1011 Wychwood
Road, which was built
in 1785.

Claas Ariance Sip
built the Sip Manor
house, now located on
Cherry Lane, in 1664.
The house was moved
piece by piece from
what is now Jersey
City to Wychwood.

Gallows Hill got its
name on January 29,
1782 when James
Morgan was hung for
the assassination of

Reverend James Caldwell.
Three homes were built for the

Bristol family at the highest part of
Wychwood, nicknamed Bristol Hill,
but better known as Kimball Circle.
In clear weather, New York City’s
skyline was visible from the proper-
ties.

“So Wychwood is dedicated to
fostering the daydreams of child-
hood – fairy tales and legends; woods
and flowers; birds and little ani-
mals; sunshine and rain; moon and
starlight; school and holidays;
games, parties, birthdays – and those
glamorous distant years when these
youngsters will be grown up and do
just as they please!”

The gate house formerly
owned by Arthur Rule, Jr.

SAGE to Mark 50th Year
With Celebration May 15

SUMMIT — SAGE, a private, not-
for-profit organization that has pro-
vided eldercare services since 1954,
will mark its 50th anniversary with a
celebration on Saturday, May 15.

Entitled “At the Hop,” it will take
place from 7 to 11 p.m. at the Oratory
Prep School, located at 1 Beverly
Road in Summit. The event will fea-
ture a 1950s theme, including a his-
torical display, disk jockey, dancing,

an Elvis impersonator, contests, prizes,
a barbecue, silent auction and tricky
tray. Tickets are $60 each.

SAGE currently serves older citi-
zens and their families in Union,
Morris, Essex and Somerset counties.
The organization is in the process of
building a new, state-of-the-art facil-
ity on Broad Street in Summit. To
order tickets or for more information,
please call (908) 273-5550.
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GORSKI, WOODS SET POLE VAULT RECORD; GIRLS PLACE ‘ACROSS BOARD’

Blue Devil Girls Reach Goal Number 1,
Capture UC Track & Field Relay Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five years in the making, but the
Westfield High School (WHS) girls
track and field team attained one of
its goals by capturing the Union
County Relay (UCR) crown at Hub
Stine Field in Plainfield on May 1.
The Blue Devil girls, with a total of
80.5 points, placed in every event but
the team pole vault and won two
events to beat out a highly improved
Summit team that placed second with
57 points. Elizabeth won the boys
title with 66 points, Governor
Livingston tied for second with
Cranford at 48, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) placed fifth at 40 and
Westfield finished eighth at 36.

In a preseason interview with The
Leader and The Times (April 1 edi-
tion), Blue Devil girls Head Coach
Nancy Carpenter said, “The goal of
ours is to develop each aspect of the
team. You can have all the runners in
the world, but if you don’t have any
representation out there, jumping or
throwing, you will win some, but
you may not win it all. We’re looking
to win it all!”

That “across the board” talent made
the difference, since Summit per-
formed very well in the middle and
long distance events but struggled in
the field.

Blue Devils Ja’net Tiller (200),
Jennell Carter (200), Mika Cruz (400)
and anchor Emily MacNeil (800)
took top honors in the sprint medley
relay, finishing in 4:21.1. MacNeil
had to make up a 30-meter deficit but
did so with 100 meters to go.

“We wanted to stay near the whole
race, which we did. Ja’net and Jennell
got out and Mika got herself out
there in the 400. I didn’t want to go
out too hard. I tried to gradually
catch up. After I moved in second, I
used my kick to pass first,” MacNeil
described.

Carter, Meg Driscoll, Annie Onishi
and MacNeil put it together in the

4x400 to take first in 4:09. In the
Distance Medley Relay (DMR),
MacNeil (1200), Driscoll (400),
Onishi (800) and Deenie Quinn
(1600) placed second with a time of
13:04.4 to Summit, anchored by
freshman running machine Samantha
Lee, who crossed in 12:48.7. Raiders
Laura Harrison, Samantha Gates, Aja
Bundy and Mary Shashaty placed
fourth at 13:18.3. The Blue Devils

knew they had a formidable task at
hand since the Summit girls won the
DMR at the Blue Devil Relays on
April 17.

“The only change we made when
we ran 12:58 at Hillsborough was
that Deenie ran the half and Annie
ran the mile,” said Blue Devil dis-
tance coach Jen Buccino.

Blue Devils Miriam Becker-
Cohen, Anne Wisler, Driscoll and

Onishi finished second to Summit in
the 4x800 with a time of 10:14.3.
Summit finished in 10:00, one sec-
ond off the course record.

“We just have to go out there and
give it all we can do,” commented
Driscoll. “We did well. The gap got
a little big. We tried to close it. We
did everything we could.”

Blue Devils Caroline Sheridan,
Alison Petrow and Christina Henry

took second in the team shot put at
94’7.75”; Sheridan, Nicole Simone
and Olena Borkowsky placed second
in the javelin at 265’6”; and Amanda
Nehring, Britany Mironovich and
Emily Perry tied for fourth in the
high jump at 14 feet– all WHS
records. Sheridan shoved the shot a
personal best 33’6.75” and tossed
the javelin 94’9”. Led by Cruz, with
a leap of 14’7”, Cruz, JoAnn Mathew

and Ali Rodino placed third in the
long jump at 43’4.25”. Westfield also
took sixth in the discus at 236 feet.

Governor Livingston’s Teresa
Cavallaro, Laura Ronner, Veena
Venkatachalam and anchor Chris-
tine McCurdy crossed first in the
shuttle hurdles with a time of 1:06.9.
Beginning one hurdle behind
Rahway, McCurdy looked smooth
clearing the hurdles, using no wasted
movements, to make up the ground.
Westfield placed fourth at 1:12.8.

“I felt faster than I usually feel. I

CIANCIOTTA RAPS 2-RUN TRIPLE; MAINS, 2 HITS, RBI

Lady Softball Raiders Cool
Off Ridge Red Devils, 3-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Showing progressively improving
control and feeling more confident
with her defense, Raider pitcher
Elaine Piniat permitted no walks,
struck out three and yielded just four
hits en route to a, 3-1, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School softball vic-
tory over 6-6 Ridge in Scotch Plains
on April 30. Junior Taylor Cianciotta,
with a convincing two-run triple, and
freshman Lauren Mains, with an RBI
single, netted all three of the 8-3
Raiders’ runs in the bottom of the
third inning.

Analyzing her and the team’s
progress, Piniat said, “I started off
(this season) a little shaky but it all
came together. The team held strong.
We’ve progressed a lot.”

The Raiders, who put together
seven hits, were making contact with
the ball and recorded only one
strikeout. Mains finished with two
hits, as did senior Laura Manzi who
also added a walk and a run scored.
Leadoff batter Kelli Kaskiw contrib-
uted a single and Piniat provided an
infield single.

The Raiders’ middle infield was
defensively stubborn and the speed
of the outfielders made it difficult for
the Red Devils to find an opening.

Sophomore shortstop Melissa Sette
had a hand in 10 of the 21 putouts,
including a fine diving snag in the
first inning. Second baseman
Cianciotta figured in four putouts,
including fine coverage of first on a
bunt.

With such a strong infield, Piniat
commented, “It makes me feel very
confident. I know they are behind me
and I know they are going to do
everything they can. I just throw the

ball. They hit it and the fielders will
get it.”

Centerfielder Kaskiw made a fine
running catch in the fourth inning
and Manzi, with her speed in left,
prevented Red Devil Katie Nock from
getting more than a double.

“I know that all the outfielders are
going to be there to catch the ball,”
noted Piniat.

“We are very strong, left and cen-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

RICCIUTI WINS 4TH, WICHOSKI WHACKS 3-RUN HR

Blue Devils Erupt to Topple
Cardinal Nine, 11-8, in UCT

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Realizing the potential of an upset
and Plainfield’s “came to play” atti-
tude along with a 6-0 lead early in the
game, the third-seeded Westfield High
School baseball team kept focus and
rocked the Plainfield Cardinals, 11-8,
in the first round of the Union County
Tournament in Westfield on May 1.
Rightfielder Ken Wichoski shifted the
tide for the Blue Devils by rocking an
outside fastball over the 352-sign in
leftfield for a three-run homer in the
third inning.

“We had a little bit of an uneasi-
ness in our stomachs, because
Plainfield had beaten us last time.
They jumped right on us,” said Blue
Devil Head coach Bob Brewster.
“They got a couple of base hits right
away and got ahead in the game. Last
year we got wiped out badly by Lin-
den in the first round, so this was a
whole new situation for a lot of our
inexperienced kids and they had to
rise to the occasion. I think coming
back from a, 6-0 deficit says a lot.
They came right back and scored all
those runs and that helped them an
awful lot. I think that will pay off for
us later in the tournament.”

Starting pitcher Tom Ricciuti tossed
108 pitches in six-plus innings to earn
his fourth victory. Additionally, he

accounted for three hits.
“I don’t think I have ever seen him

get flustered. He was behind early,
gave up five unearned runs in the
second and just tells himself that he’s
got to buckle down and get the job
done. He then goes out there and
shuts them down allowing us to get
back into the game. That was the
key,” said Brewster.

The Cardinals took a 1-0 lead in

the top of the first inning on a single,
a free pass and an RBI single by
Aaron Hale. It appeared as if the
Blue Devils were going to blow the
game wide open in the second when
Sam Kim worked a walk, Mike Diaz
singled and Wichoski laid down a
super bunt to load the bases but three
force plays slammed the door shut.

The Cardinals took advantage of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEGINNING THE FINAL LEG…Blue Devil Deenie Quinn, left, begins the
final leg of the distance medley relay after receiving the baton from Annie
Onishi. The Blue Devils placed second in the event with a time of 13:04.4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOARING LIKE A BIRD…Raider Lance Thomas gets a lot of elevation and
completes this long jump with a leap of 19’4.5”.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NO STOPPING THIS GUY…Coming in hard to the plate and scoring is Blue
Devil Ken Wichoski. Additionally, the Blue Devil rightfielder cracked a fastball
over the 352-ft sign for a three-run homer.
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KONCEN GOES 4-FOR-4, HAS 4 RBI

Viking Baseballers Rap
Roselle Rams, 16-2
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No mercy, with the exception of
the five-inning mercy rule, was of-
fered by the 6-2 Union Catholic High
School baseball team in its, 16-2,
thrashing of Roselle in the prelimi-
nary round of the Union County Tour-
nament on April 28 in Scotch Plains.
Viking junior Andy Koncen led the
16-hit assault, going 4-for-4 with
two doubles and four RBI while scor-
ing a run.

The Viking pitching trio of Pete
Rivera, Rich Gutierrez and Brandon
Garcia, respectively, combined for
nine strikeouts while yielding two
singles and three walks. Rivera sat
down all six Rams he faced, striking
out four, before being relieved by
Gutierrez who pitched the third and
fourth innings. Garcia walked to the
mound in the fifth and slammed the
door, fanning two and walking one.

“We think our pitching staff is the
strongest part of our club. Defense is
second and offense is third,” ex-
pressed Viking Head Coach Jim
Reagan, Jr. “Koncen is our No. 1.
He’s a 6’4” lefty. Peter Rivera is 3-1.
He throws the ball real hard and is
going to NJIT next year to play ball.
Rick throws a lot of off-speed, a lot
of curve balls to keep guys off-bal-
ance. Garcia, who is probably our
most complete player, throws the
ball pretty hard. We are always work-
ing on consistency with him throw-
ing strikes.”

“We have a pretty good pitching
staff,” added Koncen, who is a fine
pitcher in his own right.

Defensively, freshman third
baseman Chris Whittemore displayed
two fine fielding plays and speedster
Steve Farawell made a nice snag in
centerfield.

“Chris did a real nice job,” noted
Reagan, who added, “He’s one of our
top hitters.”

In addition to Koncen, Whittemore
had a hot bat with two singles and a
double, two RBI, two stolen bases
and four runs scored. Farawell had a
triple and a single and two runs scored
and Garcia rapped a double and a
single, scored three runs and had two
RBI. Mike Honeymar poked two
singles, stole two bases and scored
once while Matt Oliveto had an RBI
double, walked and scored three runs.

The Vikings took a 5-0 lead in the
bottom of the first inning, highlighted
by Farawell’s leadoff triple and
Rivera’s two-run single. In the sec-
ond, three more Vikings plundered
home plate. Oliveto walked and stole
second, Whittemore reached on an
error and stole second, Rivera lofted
an RBI sacrifice fly, Garcia drilled
an RBI double and Koncen yanked
an RBI single.

Eleven Vikings stepped to the plate
in the third and produced six runs to
command a 14-2 lead. Oliveto con-
tributed an RBI double, Whittemore
whacked a two-run double, Koncen
lined an RBI double and Chris
Medina tapped an RBI single.

In the bottom of the fourth, the
Vikings added a two-run coating.
Rob Downer walked, Whittemore
hopped a single to right, Garcia had
an RBI groundout and Koncen
cracked an RBI single.

“I was hitting the ball pretty hard
today,” explained Koncen modestly.
“I like fastballs inside.”

Offensively, “We did a nice job.
We wanted to get on them early. We
hit the ball pretty well today,” said
Reagan.
Roselle 002 00 2
Union Catholic 536 2x 16

CHAPLA FANS 10, BELOTTA TAPS RBI

Softball Vikings Win 10th,
Dry Up Bound Brook, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior pitcher Danielle Chapla
boosted her record and her team’s
record to 10-0 as the Union Catholic
High School softball team nipped
Bound Brook, 1-0, in Scotch Plains
on April 29. Chapla scored the win-
ning run in the bottom of the second
inning when teammate Angela
Belotta slapped an RBI single to
right centerfield.

Chapla, who notched 10 strikeouts,
walked only one and yielded two
singles, allowed only two balls to reach
the outfield – one a pop fly to right that
was mishandled and the other a loop-
ing single over first base. The other
single was a slow roller to short.

Crusader pitcher Christy Gianella
did a fine job also, fanning six Vi-
kings, walking four and permitting
four singles. Her only jeopardy came
in the second inning when she yielded
two singles and two walks. Chapla
hopped a single past second. Megan
Seamster walked, Chapla stole third,
Elizabeth McGonigle walked and
Belotta slapped her RBI single.

“It’s no secret, 10 games into the
season, we just have to hit the ball
better,” said a concerned Viking Head
Coach Jim Revel. “We are getting
good pitching. Our defense is okay,
but you can’t keep going out there
and trying to win with just one or two
runs. We had a couple of games
where I thought we were breaking
out. The top of the lineup has been
hitting well, so hopefully, it’s just a
one game deal. Steiner, Whittemore,
DePalma and Chapla have been our
most consistent hitters, but they need

some help. Today, Belotta had the hit
that won the game. That’s a good
thing!”

The 5-3 Crusaders’ only threat
came in the top of the first, with one
out, when Maria Orellana walked
and sped to third when Gianella’s
pop fly was dropped. Chapla
promptly fanned the next two batters
to douse the threat.

Chapla, who was a master at keep-
ing the ball on the ground by throw-
ing many low balls, said, “That’s the
plan. That’s what Ashley
(Whittemore) calls and that’s what I
throw. Ashley calls a very good game.
We work very well together. I work
on my control. I go to my pitching
coach, coach Mac (Jim MacDonald).
He’s my pitching doctor.”

Viking Casey DePalma hopped a
single past second in the third inning
and Michele Simpson got the fourth
hit with a little looper into right field
in the fifth inning. In the top of the
fifth, Viking catcher Whittemore
gunned down Crusader base runner
Dorothy Jefferson on an attempted
steal of second.

“We all give our best out here. It’s
a team effort,” expressed Chapla.

Looking down the road, to the
Union County Tournament, the Vi-
kings who received the fifth seed
may have the opportunity to meet
top-seeded Roselle Park and pitch-
ing ace Becky Riccitelli in the semi-
finals.

“It’s going to be a very good game.
We have a tough team this year,”
Chapla predicted.
Bound Brook 000 000 0 0
Union Catholic 010 000 x 1

FLANNERY HOMERS; GOES 3-F0R-3

Patriot Softballers Jolt
Lady Blue Devils, 6-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore designated hitter
MaryKate Flannery went 3-for-3, in-
cluding a solo home run in the first
inning, unfortunately later costly
mistakes and a Blue Devil hitting
drought led the Colonia High School
softball team to a 6-1 triumph over
host Westfield on April 29. Patriot
pitcher Alison Tongo held the Blue
Devils to five hits, struck out five and
did not issue a walk. Blue Devil
Lauren Gelmetti allowed 11 hits,
struck out three and walked none.

“I’m disappointed with their of-
fense effort. We looked at too many
pitches that were good and when we
put the ball in play, they made mis-
takes and we got that one run out of
it,” said Blue Devil Head coach Tara
Pignoli. “I really thought coming out
here, it was going to be a, 1-0, 2-1
game, but it wasn’t anything like
that. Defensively, I think we just
pushed too much and we went for the
lead runner when we shouldn’t have.
They’re trying to make big plays
instead of keeping it simple and
making the right play.”

The 7-3 Blue Devils jumped to a,
1-0 lead in the bottom of the first
when Flannery rifled a two-one pitch
into centerfield. Capitalizing on her
phenomenal speed, Flannery flew
around the base paths for an inside-
the-park homer.

“They didn’t back up and they just
kept overthrowing it,” said Flannery.
“I just kept looking behind me and
seeing that the ball was behind me. I
just kept on running. I felt I was
running as fast as I ever did before. It
really felt great.”

Westfield first baseman Jen Frost,
Gelmetti and senior catcher Lauren
Musacchia prevented additional Pa-
triot runs with the three slick infield

putouts in the top of the third.
“You must think one step ahead,”

said Musacchia of the mentality, func-
tion and leadership behind the plate.
“When you’re getting all that infor-
mation, you need to process it. You
then put it all together and hopefully
have everything mesh and try to make
it come together. It’s a lot more fun
back there when you’re going after
the girls, regardless whether you’re
winning or losing, although when
you’re winning you just have that
extra oomph and confidence. I know
Gelmetti is a lot more comfortable in
her pitches with a nice size lead and
it helps her being more consistent.
Everything is flowing; you feel ev-
erything coming together. When
you’re behind, it’s a lot harder to gain
momentum and you need to dig
deep.”

The Patriots scored twice in the
top of the fourth on back-to-back
singles, Susan Gelesky’s RBI double
and a sacrifice fly. Three additional
Patriot runs trampled the plate in the
sixth on four hits, including a two-
run double off the stick of Tanya
Szczepansla, and an infield miscue.

One more Patriot scored in the on
a bases-loaded RBI single by Eliza-
beth Mahr.

“Gelmetti pitched great in the be-
ginning of the game,” summarized
Pignoli. “She really shut them down
while our infield was sharp and tight.
Then, when we got pressured, we
should have kept it simple. Instead
we made aggressive mistakes. We
were going to third, to second, and
the throws were a little too late.
These are kids who have very high
expectations. They expect to make
the play and sometimes they try to do
too much.”
Colonia 000 203 1 6
Westfield 100 000 0 1

 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Expect More 
 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE GOLD LEVEL 2003   

This charming 7 Room Colonial home on a quiet Westfield 

street offers an updated Kitchen, Family Room, 2 fireplaces, 
Living Room with cathedral ceiling, hardwood floors, Screened 
Porch and fenced yard with deck.            Offered for $699,900. 

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090      

Elegant is this 8 room Cape Cod home in Westfield.  It boasts a 
gourmet Eat-in Kitchen, luxurious new baths, sauna, steam shower, 
wet bar, 4 fireplaces and rear yard inspired by the Beverly Hills Hotel 
and overlooking the Park.  (WSF0397)         Offered for $1.2 Million              

This charming 9 Room English Colonial home is located on a 
tree-lined Westfield street close to schools, downtown and 
NYC transportation. It boasts an updated Eat-in Kitchen, 
formal Dining Room, Living Room with fireplace, Family 
Room, Recreation Room, fenced yard, hardwood floors, 3 new 
Bathrooms and more!  (WSF 0388)           Offered for $729,900. 

This completely renovated, custom built 4 Bedroom Cottage style 
home is nestled in the heart of the prestigious Gardens section of 
Westfield. Exemplifying quality craftsmanship and magnificent 
appointments, this fine home represents the ideal combination of 
classic detail and modern convenience and luxury.  Call today for 
elevations and plans.  (WSF 0386)                 Offered for $1.5 Million 

 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRILLING A GROUNDER TO THIRD…Viking Brittany Steiner drills a
grounder to third in the third inning against Bound Brook.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG DAY WITH THE “METAL STICK”…Viking Andy Koncen went 4-for-4
with two doubles and four RBI in the Union County game against Roselle. The
Vikings routed the Rams, 16-2, in five innings.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STORMING INTO THIRD…Blue Devil pitcher Lauren Gelmetti not only
pitched a great game, but made use of her ‘metal stick’ with a lead-off double.
Despite her efforts, Westfield fell to Colonia, 6-1 on April 29.
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Lady Softball Raiders Cool
Off Ridge Red Devils, 3-1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

ALI RYAN BURNS PINGRY NET WITH THREE GOALS

Pingry Lady Laxers Rattle
Blue Devils in 2nd Half, 14-7

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls’
lacrosse team demonstrated how far
they have come by out-dueling No.
11-ranked Pingry in the first half at
Tamaques Park in Westfield on April
28. Pingry raised their level of play
in the second half, erupting with
eight goals, to roll for a 14-7 victory.

Several Blue Devils assaulted the
Pingry goal in the first half. Junior
right attack winger Ali Ryan inflicted
most of the damage, firing in three
goals while adding an assist. Tri-
Captain second home Laura Shelman
(Lissie Trimble assist) and Jessica
Shor rattled the Pingry cage as each

flicked in one goal. Pingry received
three from Megan Hess, two goals
from Leslie Hynes and one from
Ashley Platt in the first half.

First-year Blue Devil Head coach
Vivian Sahyoun commented, “I feel
this game was a confidence booster.
They came into this game with a
higher level of play than I’ve ever
seen before. I knew they had it in
them and something brought it out
today. Of course I’m not happy with
the result, but the girls played their
hearts out and despite the end result,
the girls now realize their potential.”

“In the first half, I thought our
connections were really working very

well. We were looking up for each
other and finding each other and that
simply ended up in converting goals,”
explained Ryan. “My first goal came
when I just challenged their goalie
one-on-one, rolled and flicked it past
her. The second one came on a pen-
alty shot that found the lower right
hand corner. Then, my third goal came
somewhat the same way, a lower right
hand corner smash that stuck in the
rear of the net. We’re having a great
season and we all just really enjoy
being with each other. We trust each
other and we really support each other
as much as we can.”

With 30 seconds remaining in the
half, Pingry Big Blue scored to take
a, 6-5 lead to the sideline.

“It was awesome. Our offense was
clicking with lots of connection in-
side, people creating space and al-

lowing their teammates to challenge
and really take it to goal,” said
Sahyoun. “As far as midfield transi-
tion, we dominated on ground balls
and draws. All the 50-50 balls were
pretty much ours and that’s what
really allowed us possession for capi-
talizing and then scoring. Defen-
sively, communication was up. The
girls were talking, fighting for the
double teams, not allowing the at-
tack to get in there. Jackie Burns in
goal, played awesome.”

Westfield gained the initiative early
in the second half when Sara Masel
flicked an underhanded shot into the
net to tie the score, 6-6. Pingry Big

Blue came to life and, within three
minutes, struck with three unan-
swered goals to take a, 9-6 lead.

Pingry’s defense became stingy
and its double teams were successful
while Westfield gave up possession.
Big Blue maintained the initiative
and netted five more goals, three by
Christene DeNitzo.

With 31 seconds remaining, Blue Devil
Katie Cole-Kelly scored a goal with a
sidearm flick from five-yards out.

Referring to the Blue Devil effort,
Sahyoun said, “They need to play the
game for the entire 50 minutes, that
is the key. You need to be consistent
throughout the entire field, through-
out the entire game. My expectations
of the team has risen and I’m excited
about taking this entire program to
another level with a group of girls
who love to play the game.”

Devil Boy Laxers Slam
Randolph Rams, 10-8
The Westfield High School boys’

lacrosse team got back on the win-
ning track with a 10-8 victory over
No. 20 Randolph in Westfield on
April 28. Jourdan Loffredo netted
two goals and three assists for the 3-
5 Blue Devils.

Andrew Schott fired in three goals
and Brady Lau had two goals ad two
assists. Goalie Chris Zaffuto made
12 saves.

ter. There are not too many balls that
get through them or over them,” stated
Raider Head Coach Kelli Covert.
“Today we had one out in left, but she
(Manzi) will run like crazy to get that
ball. They will not advance on her.
Kelli picks up balls I don’t expect her
to get. She gets there!”

Piniat retired the first eight Red
Devils until Michelle Maher slapped
a single to rightfield in the third.
Raider catcher Shanayia Willis took
care of that situation when she gunned
down Maher attempting to steal sec-
ond. Sette made the tag.

“We have been working well to-
gether,” said Piniat of Willis. “She’s
calling the pitches. We work on how
the batters are standing. We know
where to throw it to get the batters off
the plate.”

“She definitely has the gun and the
sound effects to go with it,” said
Covert. “The louder the sound, the
harder the throw.”

In the bottom of the third, Kaskiw
looped a single over third and Sette
reached first on a force out. Sette then

pulled off a nifty delayed steal. Manzi
walked and Cianciotta clobbered her
two-run triple to remote center. Mains
followed with her RBI single to left.

“It was a little on the high side. I
just kept my weight back and did
what my batting coach taught me to
do,” Cianciotta described.

In the fifth, Ridge’s Kiera Frey
slashed a one-out single to right center
and Nock drilled a shot that nicked the
tip of Manzi’s glove in left. Frey scored,
but Manzi got to the ball quickly and
fired to third to hold Nock at second.
Sette caught a popup for out number
two then grabbed a grounder and fired
to first to end the inning.

“We’re doing wonderfully well!
Everyone is back and we are coming
together as a team,” expressed Co-
vert. “At any point in any of the
games, someone is doing something
well. I don’t think there’s one game
where someone didn’t add to what we
are doing. We couldn’t do it without
everyone out there, bench included.”
Ridge 000 010 0 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 003 000 x 3

ERRATUM:
In the sports story, “Raider Dia-

mond Boys Club Irvington Blue
Knights, 17-7,” that appeared in the
April 29 edition of The Leader and
The Times, Raider Jared Montagna’s
two doubles, a hit-by-a-pitch and an
RBI was inadvertently omitted. Also,
the person in the picture
misidentified as James Scalfaro was
Marco Giasullo. We regret the er-
rors but congratulate the Raiders for
such an impressive win.

Union County High School
Varsity Baseball Results:

APRIL 27:
Elizabeth 4, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 1

Minutemen Dave Seara and Andy
Torres each blasted a two-run homer.
Kevin Urban and John Maloney
doubled for the Raiders.

Immaculata 11, Governor
Livingston 3

Eric Feller had an RBI double for
the 7-5 Highlanders.
Union Catholic 15, Montclair Im-
maculate 5

Matt Oliveto had two singles and a
two-run triple for the 5-2 Vikings and
Mike Honeymar had three hits and
two RBI.

APRIL 28:
Westfield 16, Newark East Side 5

Mike Diaz went 3-for-3, including
a grand slam, and had six RBI for the
8-3 Blue Devils and Billy Hearon
smacked a solo blast.
Kearny 9, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
4

Kyle Baker had two hits and an
RBI for the 4-4 Raiders.

Governor Livingston 8, Caldwell 5
Kevin Wyvratt poked a two-run

single and Chris Bergeski cracked a
solo homer for 8-5 GL.
Union 5, Linden 4

Tom Cruder ripped a two-run triple
for the Farmers.

Cranford 13, Elizabeth 1
Jamar Ingram had two RBI, three

runs scored and four stolen bases for

9-3 Cranford.
APRIL 29:

Union Catholic 8, Roselle Park 2
Matt Oliveto smashed a solo home

run and had an RBI double for the 7-
2 Vikings.

APRIL 30:
Governor Livingston 15, Plainfield
5

Chris Bergeski, Kevin Wyvratt and
Jim DeCastro each hammered two-
run homers and Jason Hollowell had
three hits and two RBI for 9-5 GL.

MAY 1:
UC TOURNAMENT:

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 13, Roselle
Park 1

James Scalfaro pitched a five-in-
ning two-hitter. Ed Zazzali, John
Maloney and Jared Montagna each
homered. Zazzali also thumped a
two-run triple.
Union Catholic 8, Linden 6

Peter Rivera had three RBI and
Brandon Garcia homered for the 8-2
Vikings.

Cranford 10, Dayton 0
New Providence 7, Summit 2
Johnson 11, Governor Livingston 1
Roselle Catholic 5, Elizabeth 1
Union 5, Brearley 2

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color

www.goleader.com

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949

Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033

Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

©2004, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield $659,000 Westfield                                                   $589,000

Westfield $819,900 Scotch Plains                                             $819,900

Classic colonial.  4 bedrooms, 2.1 baths with family room addition
and eat-in kitchen.  Large lot backs protected woods.  WSF0352

Craftsman style colonial.  Quality built.  Sun-filled living room,
gracious formal dining room, eat-in kitchen, family room.  WSF0189

In the heart of Wychwood.  4 bedroom colonial with 3 fireplaces,
family room off kitchen, 2.1 baths, master suite & more.  WSF0314

Fabulous center hall colonial set on a knoll.  Living room fireplace,
sunny den, formal dining room w/built-ins, 5 bedrooms.  WSF3049

Spacious 4/5 bedroom expanded ranch nestled in the Watchung
Reservation.  1st floor master, eat-in kitchen, finished basement.
WSF3050

Delightful, charming colonial.  4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, large eat-in
kitchen, family room w/fireplace.  Short walk to NY trans.  WSF0149

Westfield                                                   $869,000

Scotch Plains                                            $425,000

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY AT THE PLATE…Ridge catcher Heather Mendez puts the tag
on Raider Lauren Mains at the plate in the fifth inning. The Raiders defeated
the Red Devils, 3-1.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUT-DUELING EL PINGRY BLUES…Blue Devil junior attack winger Ali
Ryan, No. 10, and Sara Masel, No. 9, outmaneuver a host of defenders. Ryan
assaulted the Pingry net with three goals and Masel flicked in one.
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Westfield HS Blue Devil Girls Reach Goal Number 1,
Capture Union County Track & Field Relay Crown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Blue Devils Erupt to Topple
Cardinal Nine, 11-8, in UCT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

two mental lapses, added two singles
and a three-run homer by Alex
Alvarez to take a 6-0 lead in the third.

“We make a bunch of errors and all
of a sudden we’re down 6-0,” said
Brewster.

The Blue Devils responded dra-
matically with five runs in the bot-
tom of the third. Ricciuti and Bryan
Power rifled singles, Kim walked
and Diaz cracked and an RBI double.
Up strutted Wichoski who launched
his three-run homer.

“I told them ‘fellows, you can’t hit
a six-run homer,’ you have to go one
at a time, and that’s what they did. It
became a whole different ball game
at that point,” said Brewster.

The Blue Devils added two runs in
the fifth, making the score 7-6.
Wichoski slapped a single to right
and Dan Clark pushed a bunt single
in front of the plate. Jan Cocozziello
blasted a two-run single but was sur-
prised when his aggressiveness on
the bases got himself caught.

Plainfield evened the score with a
run in the sixth on an RBI single by
Don Jones. Brewster told his players,
“Hey fellows, we’ve got the advan-
tage. We have two bats to their one.”

The Blue Devils put up four in the
sixth. Ricciuti banged a single, Power
reached on a force-out and Kim
worked a bunt single. Thanks to the
distant Westfield backstop two run-
ners scored on a wild pitch without
even a play at the plate. Wichoski
was issued a walk and advanced on
an error. Clark whistled a single. The
Plainfield hurler threw a curve ball
that once again reached the back-
stop. Two more runs crossed the dish.

“We love that backstop. That’s why
it’s here, said Brewster.”

The Cardinals scored a run in the
top of the seventh on a double and an
RBI single by Gist Johnson. With the
score, 11-8, Mike Streaman came in
to relieve and shut out the lights.

“That was a great relief job. He’s
pitched great for us all year and the
amazing thing is that he has just
started to learn how to pitch. He’s
gifted with a phenomenal arm and he
just keeps working at it. Wherever
he’s playing next year, they’ll be
getting a top-notch pitcher,” noted
Brewster who added, “We’re start-
ing to swing the bats a little better;
we’re still making a few mistakes,
which really hurts us.”
Plainfield 105 001 1 8
Westfield 005 024 x 11

was really determined to get over
them (hurdles). It was pretty much
an adrenalin rush,” said McCurdy.

GL also placed second in the inter-
mediate hurdles with a time of 3:38
and Westfield placed fourth at 3:46.3.
Westfield’s Tiller, Carter, Erica
Ammermuller and Ali Fleder took
fourth in the 4x100 at 51.1 – a WHS
record. Westfield also finished fourth
in the 4x200 at 1:49.8 followed by
Raiders Michelle Regg, Gates,
Danielle Vena and Bundy at 1:51.1
and fourth in the 4x1600 at 23:39.4.

Blue Devil juniors Mike Gorski
(13’6”) and Mike Woods (13’6”) set
a new UCR record in the boys pole
vault, capturing first by totaling 37
feet. The old record of 36 feet was set
in 1988 by Westfield.

“Those guys have a lot ahead of
them and I think they are going to set
a lot of records before it’s all over,”
stated Blue Devil coach Greg Gorski.

In the DMR, Raiders Zack
McGuire, Kyle Robotham, Sean
Smith and Brian Kopnicki placed
second with a time of 10:43.7 fol-
lowed by Blue Devils Rob Broadbent,
Jake Brandman, Brendan Egan and
Jeff Perrella at 10:51.6. Kopnicki,
running the anchor, received the ba-
ton in third place, overtook Perrella
after the third lap and, although gain-
ing significant ground, could not
catch the Cranford anchorman. He
did, however, run his leg in 4:23.9 –
three seconds better than his previ-
ous best.

“I ran as hard as I could. I wanted

to run a PR (personal record). We
have come in second place every
time we ran here. We wanted to beat
them real bad. Unfortunately, we
came up short,” commented
Kopnicki.

Anchored by superstar Mike
Carmody, GL Highlanders Greg
Batejan, Joe Murphy and Sean
Carmody crossed first in the sprint
medley with a time of 3:32 followed
by Raiders James Alfano, Robotham,

Smith and Kopnicki at 3:38.
Kopnicki, who will attend The Col-

lege of New Jersey in the fall, fin-
ished in a PR 1:58.5. Westfield placed
fourth at 3:40.9.

“We were looking at running the
DM hard and this one hard,” said
Raider coach Jeff Koegel. “We knew
Brian was going to be strong on the
anchor and Sean on the 400. There
isn’t any other relay in track where
one leg makes up half the distance of
the race. We didn’t think we could
beat GL with Carmody on the an-

chor. Brian will take him to task in
the 3200 or cross country, but no-
body around here’s touching
Carmody.”

Koegel added, “Brian had a won-
derful meet today. He’s been doing
everything we want him to do. He’s
an athletic kid, he’s not just a good
runner.”

Blue Devils Kris Kagan, Egan,
Scott Steinberg and Perrella crossed
second in the 4x800 with a time of
8:18.6. Westfield also came in sec-

ond in the 4x1600 at 19:49.3
In the field events, Raiders Tim

Karis, Marc Fabiano and Teddy
Acosta took second in the discus
with a distance of 366’7”. Sean Smith
(6’2"), Iceberg Bryant (5’10") and
Lance Thomas (5’10") took second
in the high jump with a height of
17’10”. Karis, Acosta and Fabiano
placed third in the shot put with a
distance of 125’2.5”. Although the
Raiders placed fifth in the javelin,
Sean Smith had a personal best toss
of 156’3”.

TOP BOYS TEAMS:
1. Elizabeth 66, 2. Governor Livingston
and Cranford 48, 4. Union 43, 5. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood 40, 6. Rahway and
Plainfield 39, 8. Westfield 36

TOP GIRLS TEAMS:
1. Westfield 80.5, 2. Summit 57, 3. Union
54, 4. Elizabeth 36, 5. New Providence
33, 6. Plainfield 30, 7. Rahway 29, 8.
Governor Livingston 24.5.

Union County High School
Varsity Softball Results:

APRIL 27:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 20,
Shabazz 0

Raider junior Jess Moore pitched a
five-inning perfect game. Kelli
Kaskiw, Lauren Benovengo and
Elaine Piniat each had three RBI.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 14,
Shabazz 0

Piniat fired a no-hitter and fanned
11 in five innings. Taylor Cianciotta
had three runs scored and two RBI,
Melissa Sette had two doubles, two
RBI and two runs scored and
Shanayia Willis whacked a solo home
run.
Governor Livingston 3,
Immaculata 2

Katie Moore scored the winning
run on a wild pitch in the bottom of
the eighth for the 8-4 Highlanders.
Danielle Pace and Kerry Havas each
had an RBI.

APRIL 28:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 11, Kearny
3

Melissa Sette had four hits, two
RBI and three runs scored while Tay-
lor Cianciotta had two doubles and
two RBI.

Cranford 13, Elizabeth 0
Elena Morge fanned 13 and yielded

just one hit. Tara Scaramuzzi smashed
a grand slam.

APRIL 29:
Roselle Park 2, Governor
Livingston 0

Becky Riccitella recorded 15
strikeouts and tossed a one-hitter for
the No. 11 Panthers. Danielle
McCann had the single for GL.

APRIL 30:
Governor Livingston 3, Union 1

Jessica Garry tossed a two-hitter
for the Highlanders.

GL Boys Take 1st, Girls 3rd
At MVC Track Relays

The Governor Livingston (GL)
High School boys, with a total of 90
points, won the team title at the
Mountain Valley Conference Track
and Field Relays in Basking Ridge
on April 28 and the Highlander girls
placed third, with 52 points, behind
first place Ridge at 76 and second
place North Plainfield at 67. The
Union Catholic boys finished 12th
with four points and the Viking girls
tied for 11th with 10 points.

The GL boys took top honors in

five events, placed second in two
events and took third in three events.
The GL girls won two events, placed
second in two events and took third
in two events.

In the field events, Highlanders
Travis DeLeon and Greg Batejan
won the triple jump with a distance
of 73’11.5” and Anthony Abitante
and Matt Sharkey won the team pole
vault with a height of 25 feet. GL
took second in the long jump at
38’11.75” and second in the javelin
with a distance of 403’2”. They
placed third in the shot put with a
distance of 124’7” and third in the
high jump with a height of 11’6”.

On the track, GL’s Batejan, Joe
Murphy, Sean Carmody and Mike
Carmody crossed first in the 4x400-
meter relay with a time of 3:28.1. S.
Carmody, Chris Cavallaro, Brian
Cunningham and M. Carmody won
the 4x800 with a time of 8:19.8. S.
Carmody, Murphy, Batejan and M.
Carmody took first in the sprint med-
ley at 3:38.5. GL took third in the
4x100 with a time of 46.2 seconds.

In the girls’ events, Teresa
Cavallaro, Laura Ronner, Veena
Venkatachalam and Chrissy
McCurdy captured first in the
shuttle hurdles with a time of 1:09.4.
McCurdy and Liz Iorio tied for
first in the team high jump with a
height of 9’6”. Jess Ruedlsuelli and
Megan Nord took first in the jav-
elin with a distance of 250’6”. GL
took second in the distance medley
at 14:04.9, second in the interme-
diate hurdles at 3:35 and third in
the 4x800 at 10:44.6.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

Take notice that application has been
made to the Township of Scotch Plains for
a Place-to-Place (expansion of premise)
transfer to Shackamaxon Golf & Country
Club trading as Shackamaxon Golf & Coun-
try Club Inc., for premise located at 1607
Shackamaxon Drive, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey the Plenary Retail Consumption Li-
cense #2016-33-013-001 heretofore issued
to Shackamaxon Golf & Country Club trad-
ing as Shackamaxon Golf & Country Club
Inc. for premise located at 1607
Shackamaxon Drive, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey.

The persons who will hold an interest in
this license are:

Howard Gelman, President
56 Schindler Way
Fairfield, New Jersey 07004

Leonard Selesner, Vice-President
9 Stoneleigh Drive
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Objections, if any, should be made imme-
diately in writing to: Ms. Barbara Riepe,
Municipal Clerk, Township of Scotch Plains,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jer-
sey 07076
2 T - 5/6/04 &
 5/13/04, The Times Fee: $56.10

Diamondbacks Strike
SP-F Dodgers, 10-4

On April 24, a shorthanded 3-0
Diamondbacks baseball club scored
inning-after-inning to support an
outstanding one hit, 11 strikeout,
four-inning outing by ace pitcher
Mitch McNamara. Connor Thomp-
son followed with two solid innings
of relief, shutting down the heart of
the Dodger hitting order twice.

Leadoff batter Alex Parker reached
base three of four times up. In the
third inning, Will McColly contin-
ued the run production with a gutsy
sacrifice. Todd Wiener, Mitch
McNamara and Chris Gillman drilled
doubles. Sebastian Valdes and
Michael Rizzo roped line drive
singles.

Golan Rozenberg smacked an RBI
double in the fourth. The Diamond-
backs then sealed the victory in the
fifth with four more touches on the
plate, that inning being highlighted
by Thompson’s two-bagger.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOSSING A PERSONAL BEST…Raider Sean Smith had a personal-best
throw of 156’3” in the javelin at the Union County Relays.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STARTING THE THIRD LEG…Blue Devil Scott Steinberg, left, starts the
third leg of the 4x800 as Brendan Egan tails off the track. The Blue Devils placed
second in 8:18.6
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Echo Lake Golf Pro Discusses
Tension in Golf Swing Release

By DEREK MCDONALD
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One of the most common prob-
lems I see in many golf swings is too
much tension in the hands. Tension
in the golf swing makes it difficult
to strike the golf ball solidly, result-

ing in lack of distance and problems
with direction.

Many recreational players believe
that they have to keep the clubface
square to the target through the hit-
ting area to make the ball go to the
target. But this will only cause you
to grip the club tighter, subsequently
resulting in an incorrect release of
the club head. As a matter of fact,
the clubface only has to be square to
the target at the moment of impact
with the golf ball.

Rotating the hands and arms
through the forward swing will
square the clubface at impact, and
eliminating tension will allow you
to do this. The best way to describe
how much grip pressure should be
applied in the golf swing is; think of
a scale of 1 to 10 with 10 being the
tightest you can hold the club, and
one being the lightest. Hold the club
as tight as you can then lighten the
pressure down to a four or less on
the scale.

Try taking the tension out of your
swing, and let the hands and arms
rotate the club head through the
hitting area of the swing. You’ll hit
the ball straighter and further with
less effort. If you’re still having
problems with direction, then check
your grip position rather than mak-
ing adjustments in your swing.

Derek McDonald is the Head
Teaching Professional at Echo Lake
Country Club. For information about
lessons please call, (908) 232-4288.

WESTFIELD                  $925,000

Gorgeous new Colonial with welcoming front porch and many fine details.  This lovely home
is located on a dead end street and features living room, formal dining room, sun room,
family room, eat-in kitchen and 1/2 bath on first floor.  Master bedroom w/master bath plus
three additional bedrooms and bath on second floor.  Hardwood floors, granite countertops
in kitchen. (052009480)

WESTFIELD                                                                                                    $729,900
Classic 5 bedroom Colonial with traditional charm.  Oversized rooms, wonderful floor plan,
gourmet custom kitchen, 3 1/2 baths, family room with 3 walls of windows, formal dining
room opens on to 35’ x 30’ slate patio.  Secluded & private backyard.  Close to town, schools
& transportation. (052009349)

WESTFIELD                    $825,000

This light & bright home has been lovingly restored.  Enjoy the outdoors on the wraparound porch, relax in the
perennial garden on the cozy backyard patio.  8 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 1.5 baths.  New gourmet eat-in-kitchen
with granite & corian, SubZero, formal dining room w/fireplace and custom mahogany mantle.  Four beautiful
bay windows.  Elegant entry foyer w/archway.  High ceilings, beautiful moldings and detailed hardware.
Hardwood floors throughout.  Spacious 3rd floor loft.  Updated elect, CAC, furnace, new HWH, sec. system
& Timberline roof.  Close to town, park and train.  Stately “old world charm” at its best! (05200NEW)

SCOTCH PLAINS                  $425,000
Situated on a quiet cul-de-sac, this spacious 10 room, 4 bedroom, 2 bath home, is bordered
by a bird sanctuary.  With a third of an acre of woodland, this home combines the best of
country-style living and suburban charm.  Accessible to public transportation, downtown
shopping and schools. (052009419)

Sophisticated Victorian Spacious & Charming

Country Style LivingDutch Colonial

Sparkling & gracious nine room home set on an exceptional lot on

tranquil tree lined street.  Quality upgrades and amenities include

oak flooring, updated kitchen with greenhouse window, Florida

room, generous family room, office/au pair, newer Timberline roof,

windows and siding.  Conveniently located within a short distance

to schools, shops, transportation and recreation.  Call for your

personal tour of this terrific  home today! $528,000 (052009495)

weichert.com

Premier Westfield Residence

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Holly was Top
Producer month of

March

Invite Holly in,
and she’ll bring results!

HOLLY COHEN

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:

50+ A DIVISION:
(As of May 1)

TEAM W L Pct
Comcast Cable 2 0 1.000
D&K Associates 1 1 .500
Antone’s Pub & Grill 0 1 .000
Irish Pub 0 1 .000

B DIVISION:
TEAM W L Pct
Awnings Galore 1 0 1.000
Union Center Nat Bank 1 0 1.000
The Office 1 1 .500
Crest Refrigeration 0 1 .000
Northwestern Mutual 0 1 .000
M&J Roofing 0 0 .000

Comcast 12, D&K Associates 6
Comcast opened with a 22-hit at-

tack. Charles Lehman and Larry
Berra had three hits each. Karl
Grossmann contributed a triple,
single and three RBI. Al Fiegenbaum
had four hits for D&K while Phil
Spinelli and Len Yenish had three
each.

The Office 12, Crest 5
The Office sparkled defensively

by turning two crucial double plays
and by throwing out two runners at
home plate. Dennis Kosowicz, Larry
Rehak and Chip Weiss led the of-
fense with two hits apiece.
D&K Associates 10, Antone’s 9 (9
innings)

D&K tied the game in the bottom
of the seventh and added a run in the
ninth. Gerard McDermott provided
the game-winning hit with a bases-
loaded single. Joe Salerno led D&K
with three hits and some key hitting
by Frank Ciampi and Tony Falzone.

Comcast 16, Irish Pub 1
Al Betau made his pitching debut

in this league and threw a masterful
7-hitter against one of the top offen-
sive teams in the league. Comcast
produced 22-hits, including four from
Brian Williams and three apiece from
Karl Grossmann, Charles Lehman
and Bill Reichle. Tom Straniero con-
tributed a homerun and four RBI.
Grossmann also homered.

Union Center Nat’l Bank 14, The
Office 8

Down 7-1 after three -innings, the
Bankers scored 13 runs in the last
four-innings. Norm Albert, Tom
Connolly, Dave Goodman, Steve
Lemanowicz, Joe Mitarotonda and
Tyrone Sharpe each had three hits for
the Bankers. Sharpe’s hits included a
homerun.
Awnings Galore 17, Northwestern
Mutual 2

(No game-summary provided.)

Local High School Boys
Varsity Tennis Results:

APRIL 28:
Westfield 5, Union 0
First singles: Alec Jaslow d. Chris
Roszkowski, 6-0, 6-0
Second singles: Rich Moran d. Ej Aguas,
6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Lee Bernstein d. Nile So-
lon, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Alec Wasserman and Brian
Kender d. Steve Saulks and Oleen So-
lon, 6-1, 6-0
Second doubles: Adam Gerckens and
Andrew Levy d. Brad Jacobson and Tom
Delguercio, 6-2, 6-0

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 4,
Plainfield 1
First singles: Jason Kruger (S) d. Leroy
Parker, 6-1, 6-1
Second singles: Lyle Hickman (P) d. Mike
Thompson, 3-6, 6-3, 6-1
Third singles: Adam Corbin (S) d. Terrell
Caldwell, 6-3, 6-7, 7-3
First doubles: Jeremy Sanders and Billy
Albizati (S) d. Tyrone Willis and Melvin
Reynoso, 6-0, 6-1
Second doubles: Jon Altman and Greg
Leischer (S) won forfeit

APRIL 29:
Westfield 5, Plainfield 0
First singles: Alec Jaslow d. Leroy
Parker, 6-0, 6-2
Second singles: Rich Moran d. Lyle
Hickman, 6-1, 6-0
Third singles: Lee Bernstein d. Terrell
Caldwell, 7-5, 6-1
First doubles: Andrew Levy and Rob
Evans d. Tyrone Willis and Melin
Reynoso, 6-4, 6-2
Second doubles: Bennett Scorcia and
Jack Trimbele won forfeit

MAY 1:
Westfield 4, Linden 1
First singles: Jacob Wolski (L) d. Alec
Jaslow, 6-4, 6-2
Second singles: Rich Moran (W) d. Jim
Gregg, 6-0, 6-1
Third singles: Lee Bernstein (W) d. Dan
Kostner, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Alec Wasserman and Brian
Kender (W) d. Tomasz Materac and Mark
Luckasauage, 6-1, 6-0
Second doubles: Andrew Levy and Rob
Evans (W) d. Chris Wisniewski and
Maulfied Collado, 6-0, 6-0

Blue Thunder Tops
Millburn, Ties Eagles
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood U13

boys’ soccer team came up large on
May 1 by defeating the Millburn
Cyclones, 3-1, then they tied the
North Plainfield Eagles, 2-2, on
May 2 to up its record to 3-1-1.

Against Millburn, fine defensive
play dominated as the only score of
the first half was tallied by striker
Juan Castillo off a threaded pass
from Chris McManus. The Blue
Thunder hammered home the game
winner early in the second half as
Danny Gore aggressively charged
the Cyclone goalkeeper as he
fielded a shot off the foot of Steve
Young. McManus sealed victory
by booting a strong service pass
from Greg Bencivengo into the
Millburn goal.

Againsth the Eagles, the Blue
Thunder led 2-1 late in the second
half on goals by Colin Grimm and
Patrick Clancy when the Eagle
striker fired a missile into the Thun-
der net for the tie. Marc Fusillo,
Mark Koransky and Dan Rodriquez
put forth a strong team effort.

Diamondbacks Shrink
SP-F Giants, 9-3

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth
baseball play on May 1, the Dia-
mondbacks improved to 4-0 with a
9-3 win over the Giants with solid
pitching by Mitch McNamara and
Connor Thompson. Neither hurler
allowed a rally to develop, keeping
the Giants to just four hits.

The Diamondbacks took advantage
of every opportunity with hits by Goland
Rozenberg, Thompson and McNamara.
Alex Parker went 2-for-2 with a single
and a double to lead the offense.

Todd Weiner, Michael Kitts,
Michael Rizzo and Sebastian Valdes
led a flawless defense. Brian Kahn
and Will McColly shored up the left
side of the infield in the last three
innings. Smart base running by Chris
Gilman and Chris Fortunato provided
the go ahead runs early in the game.

FSPY ‘C’ Gymnast Complete
Season With Unbeaten Record

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA “C” Division gymnastic team
completed its season undefeated by
earning its highest score of the sea-
son, 92.75, against Montclair (80.7)
and South Mountain (77.35).

Kaitlyn Frey placed first in all four
events and won the all-around in the
9U age group. Katie Buchbinder
placed second in the all-around, the
uneven bars and the balance beam.

Sarah VanBuskirk placed first in
the all-around in the age 10 group.
She also took first on the unevens and
beam, and second on vault and floor
exercises. Alivia DeMaria placed first
on floor, second on unevens and beam
and third on vault. Alexa Uvino placed
first on vault. Lisa Matrale placed
third on beam and floor.

Hannah Kronick won the age 11
all-around and placed first on unevens
and bars, second on vault and third
on beam. Tori Berman placed second
in the all-around and first on beam.
Kelsey Herbig placed first on vault
and second on beam.

Kristen Schmicker placed second

in the all-around in the age 12 group
and earned first on vault and second
on unevens and floor.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Echo Lake Golf Pro Derek McDonald
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

The bond ordinance published herewith has been finally adopted on May 4, 2004 and the
twenty (20) day period of limitation within such suit, action or proceeding questioning the
validity of such Ordinance can be commenced as provided in the local bond law has begun
to run from the date of first publication of this statement.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2090

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF CURBING AND
CONSTRUCTION OF NEW CURBING, AND RECONSTRUCTION OF ROAD-
WAY ON VARIOUS STREETS AND THE APPROPRIATION OF MONIES
NECESSARY THEREFOR.

BE IT ORDAINED by Town of Westfield in the County of Union as follows:
SECTION I.  That the following street be improved in the following manner:

1. Norman Place (Block 4401 – Lots 8 through 14, and Block 4402 - Lots 1 and
26 through 31)
Improvements:
a. Construct new granite block curb or replace the existing curbing with

new granite block curbing, as applicable.
b. Reconstruct roadway, where necessary.
c. Install storm drainage facilities, where necessary.
d. Repair sidewalks and driveways damaged as a result of the curbing

installation work.
e. All work necessary and incidental thereto.

SECTION II.  That all the said improvements shall be made and completed under the
supervision of the Town Engineer and in accordance with preliminary plans and specifica-
tions, which are now on file in the office of the Town Engineer and are hereby made a part
of this ordinance.

SECTION III.  That one hundred (100%) percent of the final cost of the curb for Norman
Place, and sixty-six and two-thirds percent (66 2/3%) of the final cost for Lot 8, Block 4401
and Lot 1, Block 4402, which are corner lots fronting on Shackamaxon Drive with side yards
on Norman Place as certified by the Chief Financial Officer shall be assessed by the Tax
Assessor on lands specially benefited by the improvement.

SECTION IV.  It is hereby determined and declared that the number of annual installations
in which the special assessment to be levied on account of the said improvements may be
paid is five (5).

SECTION V.  It is hereby determined and declared that the estimated amount of monies
necessary to be raised from all sources for said purpose is $85,000.00 and that the estimated
amount of bonds or notes necessary to be issued for said purpose is $15,000.00.  There is
hereby appropriated to said purpose the sum of $70,000.00 from Capital Improvement
Funds available for said purpose.

SECTION VI.  To finance said purposes, bonds of said Town of an aggregate principal
amount not exceeding $15,000.00 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local
Bond Law (as hereinafter defined).  Said bonds shall bear interest at a rate per annum as
may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law.  All matters with respect
to said bonds not determined by this ordinance shall be determined by resolutions to be
hereafter adopted.

SECTION VII.  To finance such purpose there shall be issued pursuant to Chapter 2 of
Title 40A of the New Jersey Statues, as amended (the “Local Bond Law”), in anticipation of
the issuance of bonds, Bond Anticipation Notes of said Town not to exceed the aggregate
principal amount the sum of $15,000.00.  Said notes shall bear interest at a rate per annum
as may hereafter be determined within the limitations prescribed by said law and may be
renewed from time to time pursuant to, and within, the limitations prescribed by said law.  All
matters with respect to said notes not determined by this ordinance shall be determined by
resolution of the Town to be hereafter adopted.

SECTION VIII.  Not more than $1,000.00 of the sum to be raised by the issuance of said
notes may be used to finance such purpose, whether temporary or permanent, or to finance
legal expenses or to finance the cost of the issuance of such obligations as provided in
Section 20 of the Local Bond Law.

SECTION IX.   It is hereby determined and declared that the period of usefulness of said
purpose for which said obligations are to be issued is a period of ten years (10) from the date
of said bonds.

SECTION X.  It is hereby determined and declared that the Supplemental Debt Statement
required by law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Town Clerk of said Town
and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of the Town as defined in Section
43 of the Local Bond Law is increased by this ordinance by $15,000.00, and that the bonds
authorized by this ordinance shall be within any debt limitations prescribed by said law.

SECTION XI. Any funds received from the County of Union, the State of New Jersey or
any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or any of its
agencies in aid of such purposes, shall be applied to the payment of the cost of such
purposes, or if bond anticipation notes have been issued, to the payment of the bond
anticipation notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purposes shall be reduced
accordingly.

SECTION XII.  The Town intends to issue bonds or notes to finance the cost of the
improvements described in Section I of this bond ordinance.  If the Town incurs such costs
prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the Town herby states its reasonable expectation
to reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or notes in the
maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by this bond ordinance.

SECTION XIII.  The full faith and credit of the Town are hereby pledge to the punctual
payment of the principal of the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance.  Said
obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the Town, and the Town shall
levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the Town for the payment of
the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes, without limitation as to rate or amount.

SECTION XIV.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of
this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital
program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file with
the Town Clerk and is available for public inspection.

SECTION XV.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) days after first publication
thereof after final passage.
1 T - 5/6/04, The Leader Fee: $151.98

MEN’S MASTERS DOUBLES 65+ CHAMPS…Howard Good, left, and War-
ren Victor hold a racket up in triumph after defeating Bob Lipschulz and
Marvin Rothman, in the WTA Men’s Masters Doubles 65+ finals, 6-2, 7-5, at
Tamaques Park courts in Westfield on May 2.

McPherson Wins Bernstein
WTA Men’s Singles Title

The Westfield Tennis Association
held its Annual Men’s Singles Tour-
nament on May 1and 2 at Tamaques
Park courts in Westfield. The tourna-
ment was dedicated to the memory
of founding member Irwin Bernstein.

Kyle McPherson, a fireman from
East Orange, won the men’s singles
title, besting the runner-up, Gary
Wasserman of Westfield, in two sets,
6-0, 6-3. The match was character-
ized by two hard-hitters with a serve
and volley style of play. The final
was held at the Mountainside Indoor
courts due to rain.

McPherson had previously de-

feated Westfield residents Alex
Winneker, John Mancini, and last
year’s WTA singles ladder winner,
Robert Errazo, 8-6, in a pro set.

Wasserman bested Westfield stu-
dent Mike Manders after Manders
bested Don Dohm, then beat Chris
Camuto of Westfield, 8-6, to reach
the finals.

The “A” bracket third place final
between Errazo and Camuto and the
B bracket singles final involving Rich
Pardo and Alex Winneker are sched-
uled for Saturday, May 8, at Tamaques
Courts. Pardo had defeated Andrew
Ross and John Mancini 8-3. Winneker

won over Andrew Ross and later
Westfielder Jim Oslislo, 8-5, who
earlier had defeated Mike Manders.

In the Men’s Masters Doubles
(50+) Larry Demitas of Bayonne and
Westfielder Mike McGlynn beat Tim
Powers of Westfield and Jack
McCurdy of Maplewood, 6-2, 6-0.

Howard Good and Warren Victor
defeated Bob Lipschulz and Marvin
Rothman, all of Westfield, in the
Men’s Masters Doubles (65+) in two
sets, 6-2, 7-5. The match was charac-
terized by skilled play with many
long points.

These results will be updated with
the “B” Bracket and 3rd place results
when they become available.

SPF Youth 11s Conquer
Warren Panthers, 8-2
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth

Baseball Association (SPFYBA) 11-
year-old “A” team, playing in the
Diamond X League, defeated the War-
ren Panthers, 8-2, on April 25. Ryan
Haggerty led the way with three
doubles and three RBI. Brian
Dempsey contributed two hits while
Joe Carroll scored three runs.

Strong pitching by Ezra Klemow,
Anthony Scalfaro and Dempsey kept
Warren at bay until the fifth inning, when
Warren scored its two runs. Excellent
defense by Conner Thompson and John
Foti contributed to the big victory.

Junior Rugby Mudturtles Rap
East Islip Rugby Boys, 12-5

On April 25, the Union County
Rugby Football Club Boys High
School team, the Junior Mudturtles,
traveled to East Hampton, Long Is-
land to play East Islip in a Met NY
Division 2 match and returned with
a 12-5 victory. East Islip, led by
USA U19 player Mike Bunce, pro-
vided the Junior Mudturtles with a
stern test.

The 2-0 Mudturtles fought hard
only to find their defense splintered
by a series of four to five rucks and
mauls and a score with 10 minutes
left in the game. The two teams
attacked and counterattacked with
both defenses stopping all attempts
to score.

The Mudturtles suffered injuries
losing wings Jason Salomon and
Jeff Meierdierck and were forced to
play flanker Eric Schafer on the
wing during the second half. This
change turned out to benefit the
team.

East Islip scored an unconverted
try to take a 5-0 lead with less than
10 minutes remaining. The Juniors
kicked the ball long and good pres-
sure forced a turnover. Off the scrum,
the backs ran a beautiful double
dummy with fullback Rich
Brautigam breaking the defense.
After the tackle, the ball was re-
cycled to the weak side to Schafer,
who passed to Tyler Maccubbin who
had followed the play from his
flyhalf position. Maccubbin was hit
by three defenders but managed to
stretch the ball over the goal line for

the try and the tie. Maccubbin con-
verted to give the Junior Mudturtles
the lead, 7-5, with 4 minutes left.

On the ensuing kick off, East Islip
kicked deep and Joe Korfmacher
fielded the kick near his own goal
line. Korfmacher elected to run and
what a run it was. He brushed off
two would-be tacklers and then
headed for the goal line to score a
spectacular 80-meter try to seal the
game.

Team coach Chris Clark summa-
rized, “The players moved to the
next level, as they made some ad-
justments after a scrimmage against
Montclair, and refocused on quick
ball work, support and manning up
on defense. The efficiency with
which they played as a team pro-
duced the victory.”

The team still seeks new players
with more rugby left to play. For
more information regarding the
Union County Rugby Football
Club’s programs, please call Chris
Clark at (201) 213-1952, e-mail
rugby0366@yahoo.com or visit
www.mudturtlerugby.com.

POSTERS
The Westfield Leader and The Times
has the capability to make large color
posters (24x18 and smaller) of sports
photos, or any photos you may wish to
have reproduced. Prices are reasonable.
Call David Corbin at (908) 232-4407
or e-mail Dave for information at
dcorbin@goleader.com.

MEN’S MASTERS DOUBLES 50+ CHAMPS…Mike McGlynn, left, and Larry
Demitus hold up a racket after winning the WTA Men’s Masters Doubles 50+
finals at Tamaques Park courts in Westfield on May 2.

THE IRWIN BERNSTEIN AWARD….The Westfield Tennis Association dis-
plays the award in memory of founding member Irwin Bernstein who passed
away in December.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, May 6, 2004 Page 19

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-16633-03
FILE NO. 7570-03

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
LOUIS BARTEE, HIS HEIRS
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST; MRS.
LOUIS BARTEE, WIFE OF
LOUIS BARTEE; GERALDINE
RHODES;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon CASALE &
PELLEGRINO, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is GATEHALL 1,
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054, an
Answer to the Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which JEFFREY WHITTMANN,
HIS HEIRS, REPRESENTATIVES AND
ASSIGNS, ALL RIGHT, INTEREST,
PROPERTY AND ESTATE is the plaintiff
and LOUIS BARTEE, his heirs, ET ALS;
are defendants, pending in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division,
UNION County and bearing Docket No. F-
16633-03 within thirty-five (35) days after
May 6, 2004 exclusive of such date. If you
fail to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded in
the Complaint. You shall file your Answer
and Proof of Service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance with
the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are unable
to obtain an attorney you may communicate
with the Lawyer Referral Service of the
County of Venue and that if you cannot
afford an attorney, you may communicate
with the Legal Services Office of the County
of Venue. The telephone number of such
agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Service 609-585-6200 - Legal Services
Office 609-695-6249.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax sale
certificate(s): 1. A certain tax certificate 98-
00110, recorded on 6/21/2002, made by
SALLY ANN DI RINI, Collector of Taxes of
CITY OF RAHWAY, and State of New
Jersey to CITY OF RAHWAY and subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff, JEFFREY
WHITTMANN, HIS HEIRS, REPRESEN-
TATIVES AND ASSIGNS, ALL RIGHT,
INTEREST, PROPERTY AND ESTATE.
This covers real estate located in CITY OF
RAHWAY, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 7 BLOCK 292
as shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of CITY OF RAHWAY.
and concerns premises commonly known
as 822 LEESVILLE AVENUE, CITY OF
RAHWAY, New Jersey.

YOU, LOUIS BARTEE, his heirs devi-
sees and personal representatives and their
or any of their successors in right, title and
interest, are made party defendants to the
above foreclosure action because you are
the owners of a property which is the subject
of the above entitled action.

YOU, MRS. LOUIS BARTEE, WIFE OF
LOUIS BARTEE, are made party defendant
to the above foreclosure action because
plaintiff has been unable to determine
whether defendant LOUIS BARTEE is
married, and if married, the name of LOUIS
BARTEE’s spouse. If LOUIS BARTEE is
married, the plaintiff joins MRS. LOUIS
BARTEE, WIFE OF LOUIS BARTEE as a
defendant for any possessory or marital
rights you may have.

YOU, GERALDINE RHODES, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on December 21, 1988, a
judgment was entered in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Union County, by Geraldine
Rhodes against Louis Bartee disclosing a
debt in the amount of $75,000.00 with costs.
Said judgment was entered as Judgment
No. J-091252-1988. Said judgment is sub-
ordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED: April 28, 2004

Donald F. Phelan
Clerk of the Superior Court

of New Jersey
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
1 Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey  07054
1 T - 5/6/04, The Leader Fee: $87.72

Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events
“Yoga For Life”: Come experi-

ence HATA Yoga, a unique mix of
stretching to release tension, elimi-
nate stress, and increase tone. Held
Thursday Evenings from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. in the Municipal Build-
ing. Start date: Thursday, April 29.
Call for session dates and fees.
Bring your own mat.

“Total Toning”: Get in shape in
time for summer with a total work-
out that includes warm-up and cool
down exercises, mixed with some
light cardio kick boxing, Taebo and
floor work.  Held Monday evenings
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Start date:
Monday, April 26. Held in the Mu-
nicipal Building. Call for session
dates and fees. Bring your own mat.

Guys & Dolls: Come enjoy the
mythical world of zoot-suited gam-
blers, dashing con men and the beau-
tiful showgirls who love them. Friday,
July 16, at the PaperMill Playhouse.
Bus departs: 6:30 p.m. Cost $55.

 Summer Camps: The Recre-
ation Department offers a variety
of enjoyable summer camp pro-
grams. Camps include but are not
limited to: bowling, tennis, base-
ball, soccer, basketball, roller
hockey, wrestling, multi-sports,
Sports Squirts and the Summer
Playground Program.

Summer Playground Programs:
Held June 28 to August 12 Monday
through Friday 9-11:45 a.m. and 1-
3:45 p.m. Registration begins Tues-
day, June 1. (Proof of age required
for all programs).

The Junior Playground is for

resident children, grades complet-
ing Kindergarten through complet-
ing fifth grade. Held at all local
Elementary Schools. Fee: $15*.  Our
New Teen Scene is for resident teens
completing grades 6 through com-
pleting 8 grades. Held in the relaxed
atmosphere of Tamaques Park. Fee:
$25*. The department also offers a
C.I.T. Program for resident teens
ages 14 to 15.  A C.I.T. application
is required from each applicant.
Space is limited. Fee: $25*

*(Additional fees will be charged
for trips and events for all Summer
Playground Programs)

Teen Center: The Teen Center will
be open on select Friday evenings
during the school year from 7 to 11
p.m. for all high school students.  The
center is a safe and enjoyable alterna-
tive and we hope all high school
students come check it out. Located
in the Municipal Building.

The “Night Place”: This popular
program is offered to all resident in-
termediate school youths. Held at
Edison Intermediate School from 7:30
to 9:30 p.m. Activities include a disc
jockey, food, games, movies and danc-
ing.  The cost is $2 in advance and $3
at the door.  The final Night Place
event will be Friday, May 7.

Please register for the above pro-
grams in person at: The Westfield
Recreation Department, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield.  Office: (908)
789-4080. Visit wwwwestfieldnj.net/
townhall/recreation and
w w w w e s t f i e l d t o d a y. c o m /
ParksRecreation.

Junior Women’s Fashion Show
Benefits Needy and Disabled

HELPING WISHES COME TRUE…Event Chairwoman Patty Bromberg, left,
and Nanette Loftus, right, of the Westfield Junior Woman’s Club present a
check for $5,300 to Sandra Reppert of the Special Wishes Foundation, a non-
profit organization that helps individuals and families in need. The donation,
resulting from the Junior Woman’s Club’s recent Children’s Fashion Show,
was the largest Special Wishes has ever received.

WESTFIELD — On March 6, the
Westfield Junior Woman’s Club held
its Second Annual Children’s Fash-
ion Show at The Westwood in
Garwood, a fundraiser that enabled
the club to present $5,300 to Sandra
Reppert of the Special Wishes Foun-
dation.

This was the largest donation ever
received by the foundation, a Union-
based, non-profit organization that
provides groceries, clothing and
small household items to local indi-
viduals and families in need.

The foundation also helps people
with specific “special wishes,” rang-
ing from obtaining wheelchairs to
negotiating the maze of health insur-
ance issues during medical crises.

As a result of the fashion show, the
club was also able to donate $850 to
Gregory Ryan, a local Eagle Scout
who is building a playground at
Memorial Park capable of accom-
modating individuals with disabili-
ties. This playground is scheduled to
open on Saturday, June 5.

Event Chairwoman Patty
Bromberg and the entire Junior
Woman’s Club extended apprecia-
tion to the many local businesses and
merchants who contributed dona-
tions, advertising and featured fash-
ions for the fundraiser.

The Junior Woman’s Club of
Westfield is a group of approximately
30 volunteer women who work to-

ward improving their community,
state and the lives of others. The club
is a member of the New Jersey State
Federation of Women’s Clubs.

Over the past 22 years, the
Westfield club has donated nearly
$250,000 to local charitable organi-
zations. For more information, or to
inquire about joining the club, please
call Patty at (908) 301-0511.

A MASTER OF THE GARDEN…Longtime Union County Master Gardener
Larry Verdicchio shows off the prized Martha Washington geraniums he has
been propagating for the Spring Garden Fair and Plant Sale, to be held on
Sunday, May 16, from noon to 5 p.m. at the Trailside Nature and Science Center,
located at Coles Avenue and New Providence Road in Mountainside. Sponsored
by Rutgers Master Gardeners in cooperation with the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, this event will be free and open to the public. It will take
place rain or shine.
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THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW

Electoral College Deemed
Undemocratic by Student

By MICHELLE KUPPERSMITH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Constitution of the United
States was supposed to create a
democratic system of government
in this country. It provides for free-
dom of speech and expression.

However, one critical system that
was created by the Constitution, the
Electoral College, is an inherently
undemocratic mode of electing the
president, which violates the funda-
mental principles upon which the
United States was created.

Voters in presidential elections
can easily have their votes dis-
counted without their knowledge
under the Electoral College sys-
tem. Perhaps at one point the Elec-
toral College was a reasonable way
to elect the president. It is now
widely acknowledged as anti-
quated. Obvious alternatives exist,
but the trend towards democracy
has been resisted.

Many voters who vote in presi-
dential elections believe that they
are voting directly for the president
and vice-president. In reality, when
citizens vote, they are actually vot-
ing for one of 538 national electors
that are “pledged” to the candidates
that they claim they will vote for.

Whichever ticket wins the most
votes in a state wins all of the
state’s electors. The winner in the
Electoral College must garner an
absolute majority (270) of elec-
toral votes. If no candidate receives
an absolute majority of electoral
votes, the election is then decided
by the House of Representatives.
The winner in the House is then
declared the President of the United
States.

Back in the day, or 1787 when
the Constitution was written, the
Electoral College as described
above might have been a useful
system. Generally only the aristoc-

racy was well-educated; the labor-
ing class was almost overwhelm-
ing illiterate. Putting a buffer be-
tween the people and the president
was probably a necessary caution.

Now, illiteracy in the United States
has almost been eradicated by pub-
lic education and in general the
electorate is better informed about
the government and presidential
elections. There is currently no need
for the voters to be separated from
the presidential candidates.

Unfortunately, the Electoral Col-
lege has not just been an idle par-
ticipant in presidential elections.
Several times it has distorted the
will of the people when candidates
with the majority of the popular
vote ended up losing the election.

The first such election was in
1824. Andrew Jackson won the
popular vote against John Quincy
Adams, but both failed to win a
majority of electoral votes, and in
the House of Representatives
Adams won the election.

The most recent election during
which this debacle ensued occurred
in 2000; George W. Bush, the ulti-
mate winner, lost the popular vote
but, famously, won Florida and thus
the majority of the electoral votes.

The Bush administration has
proved that the presidential post
holds great power and importance.
Why can’t the people directly de-
cide who will govern them? The
answer is tough, for there have been
several attempts to change the elec-
tion to a direct vote, but none have
ultimately passed.

For example, in 1989 an amend-
ment to abolish the Electoral Col-
lege passed through the House of
Representatives, but was filibus-
tered in the Senate, which is in
itself a bastion of unequal repre-
sentation.

Hopefully at some point, the
Electoral College will come to be
recognized universally as undemo-
cratic and in general a distorter of
elections. Until then, the American
people will have to do their best to
make their will known by voting in
large numbers so that their pres-
ence is known, and small margins
of voters will not decide elections.

Holistic Moms Chapter
To Hold Open House
MOUNTAINSIDE – A new chap-

ter of the Holistic Moms Network
will hold an Open House on Tuesday,
May 18, for mothers from Union
County.

The event will take place from 7 to
9:30 p.m. at the Mountainside Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 1385
Route 22, East, in Mountainside.

A non-profit organization, the
Holistic Moms Network offers sup-
port to mothers with an interest in
natural health and mindful parenting.

The chapter will hold monthly
meetings on a variety of topics, in-
cluding organic food, breastfeeding,
massage therapy and positive disci-
pline in the months ahead.

For more information, please con-
tact Chapter Co-Leader Jennifer
Brown at (908) 337-8465 or  e-mail
jencarbrown@hotmail.com.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
302 Elm Street

Westfield, New Jersey 07090

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
B05-10

Public Notice is hereby given that sealed
bids will be received by the The Westfield
Board of Education in the Town of Westfield
in the County of Union for the furnishing of
all labor, materials and equipment for the
new construction and installation of
relocatable trailer classroom unit, at Wilson
Elementary School on May 20, 2004 at
2:00 P.M.  Bids will be opened and read in
public in the Board Room, 302 Elm Street,
Town of Westfield, New Jersey.

Bids are being received for:
New construction and installation of
relocatable trailer classroom unit, at

Wilson Elementary School.
Lump Sum Bid (All Work)

Work consists of the following but is
not necessarily limited to:

Contract #1:
New construction and installation of

relocatable trailer classroom unit, at
Wilson Elementary School.

LUMP SUM BID FOR EACH CON-
TRACT comprising all work, General Con-
struction, deck, stairs, ramp, drainage, all
utilities including hookup and trailers at the
Wilson Elementary School.

Drawings and Specifications for the project
may be examined at the office of THE
MUSIAL GROUP, p.a., Architecture-Plan-
ning-Interior Design, 191 Mill Lane,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092 during
business hours, 8:30 A.M. to 5:30 P.M.  A
copy thereof may be procured after 3:00
P.M. on May 6, 2004 at the office of the
Architect, THE MUSIAL GROUP, p.a., 191
Mill Lane, Mountainside, New Jersey 07092,
phone 908-232-2860, for the purpose of
bidding.  Form of Proposal and Specifica-
tions may be obtained on application at the
office of the Architect upon payment of
$150.  (PAYMENT FOR ANY AND ALL
SETS IS NON-REFUNDABLE).  Check
shall be made payable to the THE MUSIAL
GROUP, p.a.  Extra drawings and/or speci-
fications may be obtained from the Architect
for the cost of printing and handling, and
postage NON-REFUNDABLE.

All bids must be submitted in Tripli-
cate and duly time stamped, in the Office of
the Business Administrator not later than
the “Bid Opening Date and Time” as stated
in the Advertisement.  Bids shall bear the
name and address of the Bidder and shall
be endorsed “Temporary Trailer at Wilson
School.”

Bids will be received by the Board through
the designated person for the Board, Robert
Berman, Business Administrator/Board
Secretary at the Town of Westfield Board of
Education offices at 2:00 P.M. prevailing
time on May 20, 2004 and will be publicly
opened and read immediately thereafter.

Bidders shall leave their names, addresses,
phone number and fax number at the office
of the Architect in order to have information or
addenda mailed to them if and when re-
quired.  The bidder shall provide a street
address and not a PO box number, since
Express Mail cannot be delivered to a PO box
number.  The architect shall not be respon-
sible for any such lack of information.  It is the
bidders responsibility to provide the appro-

priate and correct information.
No bid shall be accepted that does not

conform to the specifications.  Bids must be
made on standard proposal forms in the
manner designated by the specifications,
must be enclosed in sealed envelopes bear-
ing the name and address of the Bidder and
the Contract being bid, on the outside thereof,
addressed and delivered to the Westfield
Board of Education Business Administra-
tors Office, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090

Bidders shall not submit more than one
bid for any single Contract.

If a bid exceeds twenty thousand dollars
($20,000), the Bidder and all general con-
struction and subcontractors must be
prequalified by the New Jersey Department
of Treasury, Division of Property Manage-
ment and Construction, as required by law
and have a valid and current Notice of Clas-
sification prior to the date that bids are
received.  Any bid submitted under the terms
of the New Jersey statutes not including a
copy of a valid and active prequalification/
classification certificate may be rejected as
non-responsive to the bid requirements.

Bids must be submitted on the proposal
forms in the manner designated, enclosed
in a sealed envelope bearing the name and
address of Bidder and proposal identifica-
tion number on the outside, and must be
accompanied by certified check, cashiers
check or bid bond drawn to the Order of the
Town of Westfield Board of Education, for
not less than ten percent (10%) of the amount
of the bid, but in no case in excess of twenty
thousand dollars ($20,000); and must be
delivered to the Business Administrator at
the above place, by the hour named.  The
Board and the Board’s Architect or Engi-
neer assume no responsibility for bids
mismailed or misdirected.

Each Bidder shall submit with its bid, a
Bid Bond and Certificate of Consent of
Surety as per N.J.S.A.  18A:18A-25 from a
Surety company stating that it will provide
the Bidder and all subcontractors, if suc-
cessful, with a performance/payment bond
in the full amount of the contract.  If Bidders
are not providing Surety for sub-contrac-
tors, then the sub-contractor must provide
their own surety and proof of same at the
time of the bid submission.

In the case of projects for any Public
Body, a list submitted by corporate and
partnership bidders of the names and ad-
dresses of all stockholders owning 10% or
more of their stock or 10%or more of the
stock of their corporate stockholders, or in
the case of a partnership, the names and
addresses of those partners owning a 10%
or greater interest therein.

If one or more of such stockholders or
partnership is itself a corporation or partner-
ship, the stockholders holding 10% or more
of that corporation or the individual partners
owning 10% or greater interest in that part-
nership, as the case may be, shall also be
listed.  These statements of names and
addresses must be submitted prior to the
receipt of the bid or must accompany the
bid.  No award of contract or agreement
entered into may be made if there is a failure
to comply with the provisions of this law.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof.  The Westfield Board of
Education reserves the right to reject any
and all bids or to waive informality in the
bidding if it is in the interest of the Board to
do so.  The contract(s) will be awarded to the

lowest responsible Bidder(s).
Bidding shall be in conformance with the

applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et. seq. Pertaining to the “Public
School Contract Laws.”

The Bidder’s attention is directed to the
fact that all applicable federal, state, and
municipal laws, and ordinances, rules and
regulations, including P.L. 1975, c. 127,
(N.J.A.C. 17:27) regarding Affirmative Ac-
tion of all authorities having jurisdiction over
construction work in the locality of the project,
shall apply to the contract throughout, and
they will be deemed to be included in the
contract, the same as if set forth therein at
length, including, but not limited to, those
laws identified in the INSTRUCTIONS TO
BIDDERS.

Pursuant to “The Public Works Contrac-
tor Registration Act” (P.L. 199, c239), bid-
ders and their subcontractors are required
to be registered with the New Jersey De-
partment of Labor and to possess a current
certificate by said Department indicating
compliance with the Act.  Bidders are noti-
fied of this requirement for their compliance.
If, at the time of the bid opening, the Bidder
has not yet received the certificate from the
Department, proof of application along with
the canceled check, if available, for the
application fee shall be provided to the Board
in lieu of such certificate.  Once the certifi-
cate is received, a copy of same shall be
delivered forthwith to the Westfield Board of
Education.

Bids must be enclosed in sealed, opaque
envelopes bearing the names and address
of the bidder, the Contract name being bid,
on the outside thereof and addressed in
accordance with Advertisement for Bids.
No bid may be withdrawn after the day of
receipt.  Only one bid shall be in each
envelope.

Bidders are notified as follows:
Addenda may be issued by the Ar-

chitect in accordance with the specifica-
tions up to seven (7) days prior to receipt of
bids and the bidders are obliged on their
own initiative to make inquiry for and exam-
ine such addenda, if any.

Bidders are notified that they must comply
with the provisions of N.J.S. 34:11-56.25,
et. Seq.  (Wages on Public Works) and that
the contract to be awarded in this case shall
contain a stipulation that the wage rate must
be paid to workmen employed in the perfor-
mance of the contracts and shall not be less
than the prevailing wage rate as determined
by the Commissioner of the Department of
Labor and Industry of the State of New
Jersey.

Bidders are notified that they must comply
with N.J.A. 52:32-1 to 52:33-4, the statues
on the use of domestic materials on public
work.

Bidders are put on notice that the Westfield
Board of Education is an exempt organiza-
tion under the provisions of the New Jersey
State Sales and Use Tax Act (N.J.S. 54:32B-
1 et. Seq.) and is not required to pay sales
tax.

Bidders are notified that the project must
be complete by August 20, 2004.

By order of Westfield Board of Education,
Town of Westfield in the County of Union,
New Jersey

Mr. Robert Berman
Assistant Superintendent/Business

Administrator
Westfield Board of Education

302 Elm Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

Parking Needs to Be Improved in WF,
But Redevelopment is Questionable

New WF BOE President Opens Doors
Of Communication With Residents

I’m very excited and honored to be-
come the new President of the Westfield
Board of Education. I’ve always taken
my role on the board very seriously, and
I promise to continue to work hard in this
new position. I really appreciate the sup-
port and confidence of my fellow board
members in electing me as president.

I’d like to congratulate Ginny Leiz
on being elected Vice President and on
her re-election to the board; I look
forward to working closely with her in
the coming year. I also want to con-
gratulate Rich Solomon and Julia
Walker, who were reelected to serve
additional three-year terms. I believe
that the current members on the board
want the best for our children and bring
many strengths and skills to their roles
as board members.

Looking towards the future, I hope
my efforts as board president will help
Westfield continue to be a district that

strives for excellence. Our new strate-
gic plan has laid out a road map for the
future, to help us address needs and
make improvements in many areas
across the district.

Since I joined the board four and a
half years ago, one of the most impor-
tant things I’ve learned is the value of
working with good people. We’re re-
ally fortunate that we have an abun-
dance of talented people who serve the
district, whether as staff members, vol-
unteers in community and school orga-
nizations or board members.

Both in the classroom and “behind-
the-scenes,” the high caliber of our staff
is a critical component to making the
Westfield schools such a success. I hope
to continue the board’s excellent rela-
tionships with all of our staff, from our
administrators and teachers, to our secre-
taries, custodians and paraprofessionals.

Another key to our district’s success
is the high level of volunteerism shown
by our community members. I look
forward to working cooperatively with
our parents through the PTC and the
PTA/O’s, and with community organi-
zations and the town’s leaders to ac-
complish great things for our students.

Good, two-way communication with
the community is vital for the board to
operate effectively. I view the steps in
the strategic plan, which addresses com-
munication, such as improving our dis-
trict website, as a high priority. I also
encourage community members to share
their feedback about district issues by
attending our meetings and contacting
us by e-mail at boe@westfieldnj.com.

I am truly honored to serve our stu-
dents and community as board president
and anticipate a very productive year.

Anne Riegel
President, Westfield Board of

Education

Whoever put up the large sign out-
side of the storefront next to The Leader
Store on Broad should be commended.
For those of you who have not seen this
display of civic pride, it reads “Improv-
ing Parking Improves Our Town.” While
I couldn’t agree with that sentiment
more, as a person involved in the
grassroots organization, Westfielders
Concerned About Responsible Devel-
opment (WE CARE), I have two ques-
tions. How much will improved park-
ing really improve Westfield? And, how
much will improving parking really cost
us?

Those advocating for the $30 million
five-level decks (over 30 years of a
bond this cost exceeds $50 million),
along with their 100 or so apartments,
and retail spaces at the South Avenue
and Prospect Street locations, don’t
seem to address either question. In-
creased parking spaces for commuters
might bring in more revenue, but at
current rates, hundreds of permit spaces
go unused each week even though we
are supposedly operating in a parking
crisis. In terms of cost, the most opti-
mistic financial models show this rede-
velopment plan is a losing proposition
for nearly a decade. With ever-increas-
ing property taxes for Westfield citi-
zens, why will we be further burdened
by picking up the costs for operating
and subsidizing the redevelopments?

Simple and far less costly solutions
like better parking management and
greater support from the business com-
munity and the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) may actually im-
prove parking, and improve Westfield,
at little or no expense. For example,
culling the wait list for people no longer

interested in permits, overselling the
permit lots to previous levels, and sell-
ing weekly or monthly permits cost
virtually nothing to implement. Simi-
larly, having employers and employ-
ees park at the train station at off peak
times and weekends, for free, so there
are more spaces downtown for shop-
pers, costs nothing either. The belief
that customers will flock to the train
station to walk to downtown Westfield,
spend money, and then take their pur-
chases back to their cars in a garage at
the train station should be tested against
whether employers and employees are
willing to do this first. Shouldn’t these
inexpensive suggestions be tried first
to improve parking and improve
Westfield before spending this huge
sum of money and building these gi-
gantic structures?

While WE CARE is not opposed to
redevelopment per se, the current rede-
velopment plans are a losing proposi-
tion for citizens, taxpayers, and the
community at large. We urge
Westfielders to learn more about the
redevelopment projects and make an
informed commitment in favor of, or
opposed to, these multi-use projects.
Copies of complete traffic studies,
school impact studies, financial analy-
ses, etc. are available on our website at
westfieldredevelopment.com along
with our downloadable petition. If you
are not already a supporter of WE CARE,
become one and join more than 1,200 of
your neighbors in signing the petitions
against this redevelopment plan.

Kenneth Sumner
WE CARE

Westfield

Resident Expresses Strong Opposition
To South Avenue Redevelopment

I would like to express my strong
opposition to the redevelopment plan
proposed for the south side train sta-
tion. I seriously question the need for
more commuter parking in Westfield.
As noted by others before me, there are
vacant spaces in the train lot everyday.
And, there has not been a definitive
review of the waiting list to confirm
that all those on the list still want per-
mits. However, if there is a legitimate
need for commuter parking, the rede-
velopment plan is certainly not the op-
timum solution.

Some of my neighbors in town who
have parking permits have said the new
fees being proposed are so expensive,
that they would rather give up their
permits and go to other towns to make
their commute. Linden, for example,
has ample parking, and all of it is sur-
face parking, a solution Westfield offi-
cials should have considered much more
seriously than they have.

Westfield is a mature community
that is already fully developed. In fact,
Westfield has gone beyond full devel-
opment to the point where the town is
becoming overdeveloped. In addition
to the increased traffic from commut-
ers, congestion and speeding on our
roads will be made worse because of the
addition of the proposed retail and resi-
dential units on the south side.

There are also safety issues associ-
ated with the project as it is presently
proposed. I, for one, will not use an
enclosed parking deck if I am alone at
night. It is going to be costly and diffi-
cult, if not impossible, to provide secu-
rity for a parking structure of this type.

The town must also now deal with the
issue of affordable housing. I find it
disturbing, but not surprising, that the
plans call for all of the affordable hous-
ing to be located on the south side. And,
if affordable housing requirements are
not met, the town faces potential law-
suits. If the solution to a parking prob-
lem had been additional parking, this

would never have become an issue.
But, since residential units have been
included in the redevelopment plan,
affordable housing must now be ad-
dressed. And certainly, the addition of
residential units of any type is going to
bring additional school children to an
already over-crowded school system,
in an already over-taxed community.
We, the taxpayers, will be bearing the
burden for this.

None of this addresses the fact that
the proposed structure will overpower
the area and effectively cut the south
side off from the north side of town. I
have long believed that the concerns of
south side residents were given short
shrift by the mayor and council. If this
plan goes through, I feel there now
really will be a “wrong” side of the
tracks in Westfield.

And finally, I would like to address
the suggestion by some town council
members that rather than building two
decks simultaneously, the town should
only build the deck on the south side to
“see how it goes”. The only parking that
will help all town residents is additional
parking for shoppers and patrons of
downtown businesses. If we are going to
experiment and build only one deck, it
makes much more sense to start with the
smaller project which has the likelihood
of benefiting everyone – not just com-
muters and, of course, the developer.

It is amazing to me that the “solu-
tion” to a parking problem in Westfield
has been transformed into such a night-
mare. If these plans go forward, we will
have created blight on our beautiful
town that we will never be able to undo.

Marian Romano
Westfield

Westfielder Doesn’t Want Noisy,
Overcrowded Downtown Area

I find it very troublesome that the
DWC knows what is best for the resi-
dents of Westfield. At the recent meet-
ing on the redevelopment, they said the
viability of downtown was at risk if the
garages were not built. The garages were
required to keep the town breathing.

Is the downtown business district not
doing well? Using their logic it is doing
so well we need additional parking.
What would Vicki’s Diner do with more
customers? Have me wait even longer
to get a table. The Leader Store is so full
of merchandise there is no room to
move now.

The downtown district appears to
have struck a balance between provid-
ing good services and enough parking.
If you want to park exactly in front of
the store you are going to, good luck.
But there is parking. And if you are
willing to park at the south side parking
lot you can invite your entire family
plus some. NJ Transit built that tunnel

to be used. Commuters not people want-
ing to shop downtown use it.

Any additional building on the south
side parking area will die a miserable
death. What genius thinks a better se-
lection of stores along South Avenue
would revitalize that area? The reason
The Gap and Banana Republic chose
their current locations is because that is
“downtown.” It is the center of
Westfield. South Avenue is a road with
small businesses on it. If you have a
great business model plus a good prod-
uct and luck you will do well in
Westfield.

If those select shop owners think the
downtown district will shrivel up and
blow away if a four-story garages isn’t
built, then move. Find a town that has
garages, condos and whatever else they
think they need to support their busi-
ness. If these shop owners think the
residents of Westfield want an over
crowded, noisy downtown they are
wrong. If that were the case then there
would be a shuttle to Newark every
hour on the hour.

Richard Dobra
Westfield

Chamber of Commerce Says Net
Operating Loss Needs to Be Kept

It is Important for Women to Vote
In the Upcoming Presidential Election
On April 25, I had the privilege of

joining 46 other local residents who took
a chartered bus from Westfield to Wash-
ington, D.C. to be part of a rally in
support of a woman’s right to choose.
There, we were joined by close to one
million men and women from across the
nation of all ages and backgrounds, who
came together to peacefully express their
support for this issue. It was there in
Washington, D.C. that I learned just how
tenuous the Supreme Court decision of
Roe verses Wade currently is. A woman’s
right to choose is apparently only one
vote shy, in the current Supreme Court,
of being overturned.

More than one Supreme Court judge
may be retiring during the next few
years, leaving that appointment(s) up to
the next elected president. In addition,
very recent legislation, supported and
signed by President Bush, is a major step
in the direction of abolishing a woman’s
right to choose. The implications, for all

Americans, are profound.
I also learned that, in our last presi-

dential election, 50 million women of
voting age did not vote. One lesson we
all certainly learned from this election is
that every single vote cast, whatever
your party affiliation can and does make
a difference.

With such important issues for our
society at hand, my hope is that we all
use the power that is our right, and our
responsibility, and vote in the 2004 presi-
dential election. As a society we need to
learn from the past and move forward,
not backwards.

Roberta Fallig
Westfield

For the last two years, New Jersey
has been one of three states to dis-
courage job growth by suspending the
Net Operating Loss (NOL) provision
within the state’s tax code. Now, the
state is threatening to renege on its
promise to reinstate the NOL provi-
sion, seeking another suspension. This
could have a devastating impact on
the state’s economy. If the suspen-
sion continues, the Garden State will
be the only state not to offer job pro-
viders NOL access.

New companies, high-tech startups,
or established companies introducing
new lines usually experience losses
before their ventures prove profitable.
The NOL provision allows businesses
to stay afloat, creating jobs and im-
proving the economy.

Suspension of the NOL dispropor-
tionately hurts small businesses that

depend on the provision in their criti-
cal early years. As a result, many of
them will have to think twice before
hiring or expanding, and others may
go out of business altogether. Entre-
preneurs may refrain from starting
their businesses here and instead bring
their ideas to states that encourage
innovation and risk taking. By sus-
pending the NOL we may be forcing
tomorrow’s Microsoft or Starbucks to
create jobs and ratables elsewhere.

When the NOL suspension was
originally proposed, business people
were assured that it would only be for
two years. Legislators need to remem-
ber that there’s honor in promises
kept, dishonor in promises broken.

Joan Verplanck
President, New Jersey Chamber of

Commerce

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGES 4 & 5
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SPBPA President Responds to Recent
Editorial on Business Associations

I appreciate the recent editorial encour-
aging local business people to become more
active in their local business association.
The Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association (SPBPA) is in its 10th
year serving the business community. I
know that many business owners do not
have a great deal of time to be involved with
the association on a day to day basis, but I
encourage all of our members to come to
one of our many social/business events
throughout the year. Between our spring
dinner-dance, various network nights, and
our holiday party, we provide many oppor-
tunities for local business people to network
with their business neighbors.

I also see some joint events with the
Fanwood Business and Professional Asso-
ciation in the near future. I frequently com-
municate with their president, Peter
Chemidlin, to coordinate our major events.
We expect to have a networking event for
both organizations some time within the
next six months and look forward to contin-
ued cooperation between the two groups.

In your editorial you touch upon the
differences between business associations
and Special Improvement Districts (SIDs).
I agree that the two organizations have
different directions, but I strongly disagree
with your portrayal of a SID being an arm
of local government composed of people
chosen by local government with a mis-
sion as directed by government. A SID, if

it is created for Scotch Plains, will be an
organization of local business people who
will set the direction of the SID. Local
business people will serve on the board of
directors with only one member of local
government on the board. The only re-
sponsibilities of our local government will
be to pass the SID ordinance, approve the
budget, and collect the additional assess-
ment from local commercial property
owners within the SID area. The SID as an
advocacy group for the business commu-
nity would work in partnership with local
government. It will be a group run by
business people for the benefit of the busi-
ness community as well as the community
of Scotch Plains as a whole. It would not be
another level of government bureaucracy.

The SID ordinance will be introduced at
the Scotch Plains open council meeting on
May 11 with the open hearing on May 25.
I encourage everyone to come to the meet-
ing or at least watch on TV-34 to learn more
about what a SID is and what it can do for
our business community and our township.

I also encourage our residents to pa-
tronize our local businesses whenever
possible. A strong and successful busi-
ness community and an improved down-
town is a benefit to our entire community.

Steve Goldberg
President SPBPA and Chairman

Scotch Plains SID Steering Committee

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on March
24, 2004 granted approval to John and
Karen Kern for a deck on the property at 3
Brohm Place, Fanwood, New Jersey being
Block 78 Lot 8.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

John and Karen Kern
3 Brohm Place

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 5/6/04, The Times Fee: $14.79

Mr. Lack Responds To
Recent Temple Letters
In response to the recent letters con-

cerning Temple Emanu-El’s rejected
variance application, Mess’rs Finestein
and Barcan of course accurately point
out every citizen’s access to the courts.
This misses the point.

The temple’s application was evalu-
ated by the Westfield Board of Adjust-
ment, which represents our community.
The temple’s case was heard, by repre-
sentatives of its neighbors, and was re-
jected. So now the temple has chosen to
sue Westfield, and by extension its neigh-
bors. This is its right. Just don’t expect
the rest of us to applaud while we finance
the temple’s exercise of its constitu-
tional right. As I said…nice neighbors.

Simon Lack
Westfield

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Poignantly expressing the charm and craftsmanship of a by 
gone era, this radiant Westfield Colonial brims with classic 
style. A shining jewel, the many rooms glow with gleaming 
hardwood floors, superb moldings and framed windows. A 
front-to-back living room with fireplace and formal dining 
room with chair rail is enhanced by a sun-lit family room and 
updated eat-in kitchen. Nice sized bedrooms, an updated full 
bath, and walk-up third floor with two more bedrooms craft 
marvelous private spaces. A new powder room, wonderful 
basement rec room & expansive backyard with pavestone patio 
add to the allure this home possesses. Presented for $685,500. 
 

For additional information or your private tour call… 
 

      Lois E. Berger, CRS 
       Broker/Sales Associate 

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award 1981 – 2003 
             NJAR Distinguished Sales Club 

   908-233-6366, Direct Dial 
 

 
 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Artfully orchestrated this captivating 3BRM, 1.5BTH Westfield 
Colonial perpetuates classic architecture w/moldings, built-ins 
& hardwood floors, The cordial living room w/fireplace & 
dining room w/bay window are accompanied by an updated eat-
in kitchen with adjoining family room. A delightfully updated full 
bath crowns a second floor that is graced with nice sized 
bedrooms. A basement w/newer powder room & rec room, a 
private backyard w/deck & hot tub & a great location: close to 
town, transportation & schools, adds to the comfort that this 
home displays. Presented for $499,900.  
 

For additional information or your private tour call… 
 

     Anne Weber, Sales Associate 
           908-518-5285, Direct Dial 

          NJAR Circle of Excellence 1999 – 2003 
         Burgdorff President’s Club 1999 - 2003 

 
 
 
 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Center Announces Activities
For Older Americans Month

Local Legislators to Offer
Family Care Applications

AN EVENING WITH DAD…Girl Scouts at Tamaques Elementary School in
Westfield recently enjoyed the Second Annual Scout/Dad Dance entitled “Reach
for the Stars.” Joined by their “dates,” Daisy, Brownie and Junior scouts danced
and enjoyed games under the direction of disk jockey John DePalma. Senior scout
Jessica Lipschutz coordinated refreshments as part of her Gold Award. Fifth-
grade scouts and their dads are pictured above during a break from the festivities.

Postal Carriers Collecting
For Stamp Out Hunger

‘Y’ Reveals Screenings
To Test Bone Density
WESTFIELD — Representatives

of Overlook Hospital will be at the
Westfield “Y” on Tuesday, May 11,
from 10 a.m. to noon to conduct bone
density screenings. The “Y” is lo-
cated at 220 Clark Street.

The cost is $10 per person, and $8
for those over age 60. To schedule an
appointment, please call (800) 247-
9580. For more information, please
call the “Y” at (908) 233-2700, ex-
tension no. 251.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Center, located at 558
West Broad Street, is celebrating Older
Americans Month in May with a se-
ries of special activities and programs
that the public is invited to attend.

A Mother’s Day Tea will be held at
12:30 p.m. tomorrow, Friday, May 7.
Additionally, a Monthly Birthday
Party and Open House will take place
on Tuesday, May 25, beginning at
12:30 p.m.

Overlook Hospital personnel will
perform free screenings at the center
this month. They include an Eye
Screening on Thursday, May 13, and
Bone Density screening on Thursday,

May 20, both from 10 a.m. to noon.
There also will be a program May

20 on memory loss, from noon to 1
p.m., presented by Visiting Physician
Services.

On Wednesday, May 12, Ruth
Adelmen will discuss “As the Body
Gets Older” from 12:30 to 1 p.m.

Additionally, the Westfield Art As-
sociation will present art sessions on
Tuesdays this month. They will in-
clude “Print Making” on May 11;
“Watercolor Painting” on May 18,
and “Acrylic Painting” on May 25.

Finally, a plant sale will be held at
the center between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
on Friday, May 21.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Postmaster
George Caswell announced that Scotch
Plains letter carriers will be collecting
non-perishable food along their routes
on Saturday, May 8, as part of the Na-
tional Association of Letter Carriers
(NALC) 12th annual “Stamp Out Hun-
ger!” food drive. “Stamp Out Hunger!”
is a nationwide effort to help provide
food to local food banks and pantries that
help feed the hungry on a daily basis.

“Simply leave a sturdy bag con-
taining non-perishable foods, like
canned soup, canned vegetables, pasta,
rice or cereal, next to your mailbox
before the time of regular mail deliv-
ery and our carriers will do the rest,”
said Postmaster Caswell.

The NACL’s annual food drive has
collected more than 585 million
pounds of food over the last 11 years,
including over 60 million pounds last
year alone, making it the largest single-
day food drive in the nation.

“I’m really proud of our employees
for participating in the NACL’s ‘Stamp
Out Hunger!’ food drive,” the Scotch
Plains Postmaster emphasized. “Their

collecting food for the needy, really
demonstrates that postal employees
do more than just deliver mail.”

According to America’s Second
Harvest, the nation’s largest hunger
relief organization, 23 million people,
including 9 million children, live in
households that experience hunger or
the risk of hunger. This represents one
in 10 households in the United States.

To find out more about “Stamp Out
Hunger!” visit www.nalc.org.

WESTFIELD – Senator Thomas
Kean, Jr. and Assemblymen Eric
Munoz and Jon Bramnick an-
nounced that they have joined a
national campaign aimed at cover-
ing the uninsured.

On Wednesday, May 12, the leg-
islators will join other New Jersey
lawmakers and open their district
offices from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. as
application sites for New Jersey
Family Care, a program which helps
financially eligible families obtain
health insurance for their children
to cover the cost of routine physi-
cian visits, prescriptions, hospital-
izations, lab tests, x-rays, eye-
glasses and dental care. The 21st
District representatives efforts will
be part of a statewide effort to
cover uninsured children.

In New Jersey alone there are 1.7
million uninsured people, 210,000
are children. Currently, New Jer-

sey Family Care has enrolled 99,000
children. However, it is estimated
that New Jersey is only covering 60
percent of those children who may
be eligible. It is reported that there
are 70,000 uninsured children liv-
ing in New Jersey that meet the
eligibility requirements for Family
Care, but have not enrolled.

Parents may visit the following
locations on May 12 to receive
Family Care applications and to
inquire more about how they may
provide health insurance for their
chi ldren:  203 Elm Street ,
Westfield or 57 Union Place, Suite
310, Summit.

Librarian Carol Wilson Serves
On Newbery Medal Committee

books for marketing purposes.
“The award is the award,” she ex-

plained, regarding the secrecy sur-
rounding the selection process. “We
want to be sure that the award stands
for itself and that one Newbery win-
ner is not better than another because
the title received more votes.”

The same notion holds true for the
honor books, which are also consid-
ered worthy of distinction. “Honor
books are just that: distinguished lit-
erature in its own right, not runners-
up,” Mrs. Wilson stated.

This year’s Newbery Medal winner
is “The Tale of Despereaux: Being the
story of a Mouse, a Princess, Some
Soup, and a Spool of Thread,” by Kate
DiCamillo.

The 2004 Newbery Honor Books
are “Olive’s Ocean” by Kevin Henkes
and “An American Plague: The True
and Terrifying Story of the Yellow Fe-
ver Epidemic of 1793” by Jim Murphy.

The Westfield Library’s children’s
collection contains over 30,000 books,
including a special shelf dedicated to
Newbery Medal winners. Mrs. Wil-
son donated all 481 books she re-
ceived for review, a collection valued
at approximately $8,150, to the li-
brary. For more information, please
call (908) 789-4090 or visit the
library’s website at www.wmlnj.org.

WESTFIELD — Carol Ann Wil-
son, Assistant Director and Children’s
Head Librarian at the Westfield Me-
morial Library, recently participated
in the 2004 Newbery Award selection
process.

The Newbery Medal is the oldest
and considered the most prestigious
children’s literature award in the na-
tion. It is administered by the Associa-
tion for Library Service to Children, a
division of the American Library As-
sociation.

“It’s the Holy Grail for children’s
librarians,” Mrs. Wilson remarked last
year when she was first elected to
serve on the Newbery Selection Com-
mittee together with 14 other librar-
ians nationwide.

After a year of intense reading and
scrutiny, through emails and meet-
ings with other committee members,
Mrs. Wilson narrowed the original
480 Newbery submissions to six fa-
vorite books.

Prior to making the final selection,
she and fellow committee members
met for two days in a San Diego hotel,
with a security guard posted outside
the meeting area to ensure privacy.
The element of secrecy was to avoid
having someone, such as a publisher,
gain access to the meeting in hopes of
hearing the “pros” and “cons” of their

PUBLIC NOTICE
COUNTY OF UNION

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

The County of Union Department of Hu-
man Services Paratransit System will hold a
Public Hearing on Tuesday, June 15th 2004
at 7:00 p.m. at the Union County, Adminis-
tration Building, 6th Floor Freeholder’s Meet-
ing Room, Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth,
New Jersey. This hearing is held every year
in order to gather information and com-
ments from interested parties concerning
funding received by the county from the
Senior Citizen and Disabled Resident Trans-
portation Assistance Program (Casino Rev-
enue) for transportation of senior citizens
and disabled residents of Union County.
The public is invited to attend and partici-
pate. The application will be available for the
public to review in the Elizabeth Main Public
Library at 11 South Broad Street in Eliza-
beth from June 8th through June 22nd.
1 T - 5/6/04, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Monday
May 3, 2004 memorialized the following
Board action taken the same night of Mon-
day, May 3, 2004:

04-07 MARK S. DOW, 253 PROSPECT
STREET, (BLOCK 2504, LOT 3)
AND MARK & JANE BELL, 259
PROSPECT STREET, (BLOCK
2504, LOT 4), SEEKING MINOR
SUBDIVISION.  APPLICANTS
SEEKING TO MOVE THE LOT
LINE BETWEEN LOTS 3 & 4 IN
BLOCK 2504 BY TRANSFER-
RING APPROXIMATELY 3,570
SQUARE FEET FROM LOT 4 TO
LOT 3, CREATING NEW LOTS
3.01 AND 4.01. – Approved with
conditions.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 5/6/04, The Leader Fee: $21.93

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2088
NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, has been finally
adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, in the County of Union, State of New
Jersey, on May 4, 2004, and the 20-day period of limitation within which a suit, action or
proceeding questioning the validity of such ordinance can be commenced, as provided in the
Local Bond Law, has begun to run from the date of the first publication of this statement.
Copies of the full ordinance are available, at no cost and during regular business hours, at
the Clerk’s office for members of the general public who request the same.  The summary
of the terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL
OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW ADDITIONAL
FURNISHINGS, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIP-
MENT AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPA-
RATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, IN
THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE
THE SUM OF $2,759,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE
A STATE GRANT, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT OR FULLY FUND
APPROPRIATIONS FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND, TO AU-
THORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIA-
TION, TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES
IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS AND TO AMEND
BOND ORDINANCE NO. 2044 ADOPTED ON MAY 21, 2002.

I. The purposes, appropriations, bonds/notes authorized and grants appropriated
in this multipurpose bond ordinance are as follows:

SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS

A.     Undertaking of the following road improvements: (i) resurfacing of Rahway Avenue
(from Grove Street to the Clark border), (ii) improvement of Elm Street (from Dudley Avenue
to Newton Place), including roadway reconstruction, reconstruction of curbs and sidewalks,
and drainage improvements, where necessary, (iii) undertaking of engineering studies for
traffic calming improvements at various locations in the Town and the undertaking of such
improvements, (iv) undertaking of the engineering design phase for improvements to
Parking Lot No. 2 and (v) resurfacing or reconstruction of various roads (including curb
construction or replacement, where necessary), as set forth on a list prepared by the Town
Engineer on file or to be placed on file with the Town Clerk, and hereby approved as if set
forth herein in full.  Depending upon the contract price and other exigent circumstances, and
upon approval by the Town Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the list
referred to in clause (v) of the preceding sentence.  It is hereby determined and stated that
the streets being improved are of “Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section
22 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, as
amended; the “Local Bond Law”).

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $1,480,500
State Grant Appropriated $  180,000
Down Payment Appropriated $   62,000
Bonds and Notes Authorized $1,238,500
Period of Usefulness 10 years

B.     Undertaking of storm water drainage and sanitary sewer improvements at various
locations.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  262,500
Down Payment Appropriated $   12,500
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  250,000
Period of Usefulness 40 years

C.     Undertaking of various improvements to the Municipal Building and the Public Works
Complex.  It is hereby determined and stated that the public buildings being improved are of
“Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  105,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    5,000
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  100,000
Period of Usefulness 15 years

D.     Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the use
of the Engineering Department consisting of computer equipment for a geographic informa-
tion system (GIS) for Town data.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   10,500
Down Payment Appropriated $      500
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   10,000
Period of Usefulness 10 years

E.     Acquisition of new automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment,
for the use of the Department of Public Works (“DPW”) consisting of (i) a roll-off truck with
containers and (ii) two dump trucks with plows.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  329,700
Down Payment Appropriated $  158,100
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  171,600
Period of Usefulness 5 years

F.       Undertaking of the Town-wide Tree Planting Program.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   10,500
Down Payment Appropriated $        500
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   10,000
Period of Usefulness 15 years

G.     Undertaking of lighting improvements and roof replacement at the Free Public Library.
It is hereby determined and stated that (a) the Trustees of the Free Public Library of the Town
have requested, pursuant to Section 40:54-25 of the Revised Statutes of New Jersey, as
amended, that the Town raise the sum of $83,700 in order to finance the aforesaid
improvement and (b) the Trustees of the Free Public Library are hereby authorized and
empowered to expend said sum of $83,700 to pay for the aforesaid improvement.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   83,700
Down Payment Appropriated $     4,000
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   79,700
Period of Usefulness 10 years

H.     Undertaking of various renovations and improvements to Fire House Nos. 1 and 2
and the acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the use
of the Fire Department consisting of self-contained breathing apparatus equipment and
various items of fire fighting and safety equipment.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   73,500
Capital Improvement Fund Appropriated $   73,500
Period of Usefulness 5 years

I.     Upgrading of the 9-1-1 communications center in the Municipal Building and the
acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new communi-
cation and signal systems equipment for the use of the Police Department consisting of (i)
a breathalyzer machine, (ii) paystations for municipal parking lots, (iii) radio repeater
equipment, (iv) emergency light bars, (v) security cameras and (vi) video cameras.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  335,200
Down Payment Appropriated $    16,000
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  319,200
Period of Usefulness 10 years

J.     Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new
communication and signal systems equipment consisting of telephone, computer and other
information technology equipment and improvements for the use of various Town depart-
ments, offices and agencies.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   52,500
Down Payment Appropriated $     2,500
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   50,000
Period of Usefulness 10 years

K.     Acquisition of new additional furnishings consisting of office furniture for the use of
various Town departments, offices and agencies.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   15,400
Capital Improvement Fund Appropriated $   15,400
Period of Usefulness 5 years

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  2,759,000
State Grant Appropriated $     180,000
Aggregate Capital Improvement Fund
     Appropriated either as a Down Payment
     or to Fully Fund Appropriations $     350,000
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes
     Authorized $  2,229,000

Section 20 Costs:  $     232,979
Useful Life:  13.22 years

II.  The ordinance also amends Section 4.C. of Bond Ordinance No. 2044 adopted on May
21, 2002 (the “Prior Ordinance”) to change the DPW equipment and machinery acquisition
authorized from (i) a lawn tractor and (ii) a riding lawn mower/sweeper to (i) an asphalt heater
and (ii) athletic field maintenance equipment.  Revised Section 4.C. of the Prior Ordinance
shall hereafter read as follows:

“[Section 4.]C.  Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for
the use of the Department of Public Works (“DPW”) consisting of (i) an asphalt heater and
(ii) athletic field maintenance equipment.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   51,900
Down Payment Appropriated $     2,500
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   49,400
Period of Usefulness 15 years

This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.
Bernard A Heeney

Town Clerk
Town of Westfield

County of Union
State of New Jersey

1 T - 5/6/04, The Leader Fee: $264.18

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-16107-03
FILE NO. 7532-03

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
HOWARD K. BAILEY; MARY I.
BAILEY, HIS WIFE;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon CASALE &
PELLEGRINO, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is GATEHALL 1,
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054, an
Answer to the Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which JEFFREY WITTMANN,
his heirs, representatives, and assigns, all
right, title, interest, property and estate is the
plaintiff and HOWARD K. BAILEY , ET
ALS; are defendants, pending in the Supe-
rior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Divi-
sion, UNION County and bearing Docket
No. F-16107-03 within thirty-five (35) days
after May 6, 2004 exclusive of such date. If
you fail to answer or appear in accordance
with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may
be rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Complaint. You shall file your Answer
and Proof of Service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance with
the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are unable
to obtain an attorney you may communicate
with the Lawyer Referral Service of the
County of Venue and that if you cannot
afford an attorney, you may communicate
with the Legal Services Office of the County
of Venue. The telephone number of such
agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Service 908-353-4715 - Legal Services
Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax sale
certificate: 1. A certain tax certificate 96-44,
recorded on 8/21/2002, made by SALLY
ANN DI RINI, Collector of Taxes of CITY
OF RAHWAY, and State of New Jersey to
CITY OF RAHWAY and subsequently as-
signed to plaintiff, JEFFREY WITTMANN,
his heirs, representatives, and assigns, all
right, title, interest, property and estate. This
covers real estate located in CITY OF
RAHWAY, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 00035 BLOCK
00349 as shown on the Tax Assessment
Map and Tax Map duplicate of CITY OF
RAHWAY and concerns premises com-
monly known as 1424 WITHERSPOON
STREET, CITY OF RAHWAY, New Jer-
sey.

YOU, HOWARD K. BAILEY and MARY
I. BAILEY, HIS WIFE, are made party de-
fendants to the above foreclosure action
because you are the owners of a property
which is the subject of the above entitled
action.
DATED: April 28, 2004

Donald F. Phelan
Clerk of the Superior Court

of New Jersey
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
1 Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey  07054
1  - 5/6/04, The Leader Fee: $63.75

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-3418-03
File No. 4476-01

NOTICE TO REDEEM

CHERRYSTONE BAY, LLC.,
PLAINTIFF VS. ROBERT L.
DAVIS, HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES AND THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST;

TO:  ROBERT L. DAVIS, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES AND THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE
AND INTEREST; MRS. ROBERT L.
DAVIS , WIFE OF ROBERT L. DAVIS;
JULIA L. WILMORE, HER HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF
JULIA L. WILMORE, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; CAPITAL RE-
SOURCES CORPORATION; BRENDA
DAVIS; JUDY L. DAVIS; YVINS DEZAN;
JACQUELINE DAVIS;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on April 22, 2004, the Superior Court
Fixed June 16, 2004  between the hours of
nine o’clock in the forenoon and four o’clock
in the afternoon, prevailing time, at the office
of the Tax Collector of the CITY OF
PLAINFIELD, located at 515 Watchung
Avenue, Plainfield, New Jersey 07061,
as the time and place when and where you
may pay to the plaintiff the amount so found
due for principal and interest on its certifi-
cate of tax sale as follows:

LOT 20 BLOCK 443 on the tax duplicate
of the CITY OF PLAINFIELD.  Total amount
required to redeem is $ 21, 659.39, together
with interest from March 30, 2004  and
costs.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred
and foreclosed of and from all right and
equity of redemption of, in and to the lands
and premises above set out and described
in the complaint and every part thereof, and
that the plaintiff be vested with an absolute
and indefeasible estate of inheritance in fee
simple in said lands and premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstanding,
redemption shall be permitted up until the
entry of final judgment including the whole of
the last date upon which judgment is en-
tered.

MICHAEL G. PELLEGRINO, ESQ.
Attorney for Plaintiff

CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
One Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
1 T - 5/6/04, The Leader Fee: $58.14

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

The bond ordinance published herewith has been finally adopted on May 4, 2004 and the
twenty (20) day period of limitation within such suit, action or proceeding questioning the
validity of such Ordinance  can be commenced as provided in the local bond law has begun
to run from the date of first publication of this statement.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO.  2089

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF SIDEWALK
AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW SIDEWALK AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN
THE TOWN AND THE APPROPRIATION OF MONIES NECESSARY THERE-
FOR.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town of Westfield in the County of Union as follows:
SECTION I.  That the Town of Westfield will be replacing existing sidewalk with new

sidewalk and constructing new sidewalk where none exists at various locations and all work
necessary and incidental thereto.

SECTION II.  That all of the said improvements shall be made and completed under the
supervision of the Town Engineer and in accordance with preliminary plans and specifica-
tions on file in the office of the Town Engineer and are hereby made a part of this ordinance.

SECTION III.  That not more than fifty (50%) percent of the final cost of the project as
certified by the Chief Financial Officer shall be assessed by the Tax Assessor on lands
specially benefited by the improvement.

SECTION IV.  It is hereby determined and declared that the number of annual installations
in which the special assessment to be levied on account of the said improvements may be
paid is three (3).

SECTION V.  It is hereby determined and declared that the estimated amount of money
to be raised from all sources to said purpose is $100,000.00, and that the estimated amount
of bonds or notes necessary to be issued for said purpose is $95,000.00.  There is hereby
appropriated for said purpose the sum of $5,000.00 from Capital Improvement Funds
available for said purpose.

SECTION VI.  To finance said purposes, bonds of said Town of an aggregate principal
amount not exceeding $95,000.00 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local
Bond Law (as hereinafter defined).  Said bonds shall bear interest at a rate per annum as
may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law.  All matters with respect
to said bonds not determined by this ordinance shall be determined by resolutions to be
hereafter adopted.

SECTION VII.  To finance such purpose there shall be issued pursuant to Chapter 2 of
Title 40A of the New Jersey Statues, as amended (the “Local Bond Law”), in anticipation of
the issuance of bonds, Bond Anticipation Notes of said Town not to exceed the aggregate
principal amount the sum of $95,000.00.  Said notes shall bear interest at a rate per annum
as may hereafter be determined within the limitations prescribed by said law and may be
renewed from time to time pursuant to, and within, the limitations prescribed by said law.  All
matters with respect to said notes not determined by this ordinance shall be determined by
resolution of the Town to be hereafter adopted.

SECTION VIII.  Not more than $500.00 of the sum to be raised by the issuance of said
notes may be used to finance interest on obligation issued to finance such purpose, whether
temporary or permanent, or to finance legal expenses or to finance the cost of the issuance
of such obligations as provided in Section 20 of the Local Bond Law.

SECTION IX.  It is hereby determined and declared that the period of usefulness for the
financing of which said obligations are to be issued is a period of ten (10) years from the date
of said bonds.

SECTION X.  It is hereby determined and declared that the Supplemental Debt Statement
required by law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Town Clerk of said Town
and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of the Town as defined in Section
43 of the Local Bond Law is increased by this ordinance by $95,000.00, and that the bonds
authorized by this ordinance shall be within any debt limitations prescribed by said law.

SECTION XI.  Any funds received from the County of Union, the State of New Jersey or
any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or any of its
agencies in aid of such purposes, shall be applied to the payment of the cost of such
purposes, or if bond anticipation notes have been issued, to the payment of the bond
anticipation notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purposes shall be reduced
accordingly.

SECTION XII.  The Town intends to issue bonds or notes to finance the cost of the
improvements described in Section I of this bond ordinance.  If the Town incurs such costs
prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the Town herby states its reasonable expectation
to reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or notes in the
maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by this bond ordinance.

SECTION XIII.  The full faith and credit of the Town are hereby pledge to the punctual
payment of the principal of the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance.  Said
obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the Town, and the Town shall
levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the Town for the payment of
the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes, without limitation as to rate or amount.

SECTION XIV.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of
this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital
program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file with
the Town Clerk and is available for public inspection.

SECTION XV.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) days after first publication
thereof after final passage.
1 T - 5/6/04, The Leader Fee: $134.64

CLASSIFIEDS

PT  SUMMER CAREGIVER

Experienced baby sitter needed
for 7-year old girl this summer in
my Westfield home. 15-30 hours
per week. Must have references
and valid drivers license. Call
during day at (212) 526-5460.

CUSTOMER SERVICE
REPRESENTATIVE

for State Farm Agency in
Mountainside. P&C License
required. Excellent people

skills. Fax resume to Carole
(908) 233-6655

INSURANCE

CHILDCARE

So sad but we must leave our
nanny. She is honest, dependable
and a great caregiver in her
Westfield home. Call me (Beth) for
a reference (908) 654-6201 home
or work (212) 941-2098 or call
Sherry directly at (908) 654-5809.

DOG SITTING SERVICES

Will come to your home
to feed, walk and play

while you’re away.
Call (908) 232-9491

WANTED TO RENT

Single / Male
Non-smoker - No Pets

Looking for Small Apartment
(908) 964-9422
After 6:00 PM

RECEPTIONIST
SWITCHBOARD OPERATOR

At Morgan Stanley, one of the
nation’s premier financial services
firms, you can make the most of
your potential in our Westfield, NJ
branch.
Responsibilities will include a va-
riety of clerical functions. Related
business experience, superior
communications and clerical skills
are required.
We offer a salary commensurate
with experience and an excellent
benefits package. For consider-
ation, please fax your resume to
(908) 301-8080 or call, Lisa
Jacobs, @ (908) 301-8005.

Morgan Stanley
One Client at a time.

EOE committed to diversifying
its workforce.

M/F/D/V

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,

IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$250.00/M

Call Lori (973) 397-3541

AUTO FOR SALE

91 Buick Skylark - GREAT
commuter car! Working AC, PS,
PW, PD, AM/FM Cassette, NEW
Brakes, NEW Muffler/Pipes, NEW
Inspection good for TWO years!!!

Please email Jim at :
JimR1000@yahoo.com
or call (732) - 801-3200

95 Pontiac Grand AM
PWR, 4-Door

Excellent Condition.
Best Offer

Call (908) 665-2527 eves

AUTO FOR SALE

NANNY WANTED

Experienced nanny needed for a
three year old child. Monday thru
Thursday, live in or out. Must have
references and valid NJ drivers
license. Car will be provided.

Call (908) 928-1181

ADVERTISING SALES-LOCAL

Ad sales for local maps and
directories. Well-regarded
company est. 1956. Full/part time.
Ideal for retired sales pros.
Outgoing personality a must.

Call Matt Holmes
(800) 524-9055 or

fax resume (800) 618-7244.
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
1,000 sq. ft. Office Space
$3,200/mo All Inclusive

Good Location, Ground Floor.
(908) 928-9608

CERTIFIED
PERSONAL TRAINER
WILL COME TO YOUR

HOME WITH EQUIPMENT
FREE EVALUATION

REFERENCES FROM
CURRENT CLIENTS
CALL: MIKE BROWN

(908) 313-7799

WANT TO LOSE WEIGHT
AND GET INTO SHAPE?

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield - Newly painted one
bedroom, 2nd floor, $900 per
month includes water, parking.
Central Avenue location. Call for
appointment and information.

(908) 232-1111

SUMMER RENTAL

Long Beach Island
4 Bedrooms,

1 house from Ocean
Call (908) 233-6751

evenings only

4 ROOMS FOR RENT

KENILWORTH - 4Rms, All Util.,
Use of Laundry Rm., No Smkg,
No Pets, 1-1/2 mos. security,
$975, Avail 5/1. (908) 272-2562

GARDEN CENTER STAFF

Parker Gardens in Scotch Plains
is hiring general garden center
staff for the summer season.
Garden Center duties include
some of the following: customer
assistance/sales; loading/
unloading merchandise; weeding,
stocking, cashier, etc. Applications
are being taken at:
1325 Terrill Rd, Scotch Plains.

 hr@parkerplants.com
 (877) 623-8873

EOE/MF

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield-Northside. Attractive
5RM Duplex. Walk to town & NYC
Transp. CAC, W/D, DW,
HdWdFlrs.  $1500 + Utils. Please
reply to (908) 322-1238. No Fee.

LBI SUMMER RENTAL

BEACH HAVEN GARDENS
Oceanblock Pristine, Cape Cod
Beach house, 5 houses from the
ocean, Best location! 1 block to
Acme, movies, Skipper Dippers
Ice Cream. 5 bedroom/2bath,
Sleeps 10 (new beds) & toddler
friendly w/1 crib. C/Air, Cable,
VCR, Grill, Great backyard for
BBQ’s and R&R, new everything.
Will e-mail pictures on request.
Availability  June/July/Aug/Sept.
Contact John at (908) 803-2290

HOUSE CLEANING

Sit back and relax!
Let me do the cleaning for you!

Ref, 8 years exp, English
speaking. Call Christine at

(908) 527-6261.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

2004-2005
ANNUAL NOTICE OF REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS

(N.J.S.A. 10:4-8d)

ALL MEETINGS HELD AT:
Administration Building

Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey  07076

OPEN AGENDA MEETINGS - 7:30 p.m.
(8:00 p.m. Public Participation)

Thursday, May 13, 2004 Thursday, January 13, 2005
Thursday, June 10, 2004 (7:00 p.m. start) Thursday, February 10, 2005
Thursday, September 9, 2004 Thursday, March 10, 2005
Thursday, October 14, 2004 Thursday, April 14, 2005
Thursday, November 11, 2004 Thursday, May 12, 2005
Thursday, December 9, 2004

The Board will meet at 7:30 p.m. to recess into executive session, and will return to the
public meeting at 8:00 p.m. at which time action may be taken.

REGULAR PUBLIC MEETINGS - 7:30 p.m.
(8:00 p.m. Public Participation)

Thursday, May 27, 2004 (7:00 p.m. start) Tuesday, November 23, 2004
Tuesday, June 29, 2004 Tuesday, December 21, 2004
Thursday, July 29, 2004 Thursday, January 27, 2005
Thursday, August 26, 2004 Thursday, February 24, 2005
Thursday, September 23, 2004 Tuesday, March 29, 2005
Thursday, October 28, 2004 Tuesday, May 24, 2005

The Board will meet at 7:30 p.m. to recess into executive session, and will return to the
public meeting at 8:00 p.m. at which time action will be taken.

Tuesday, May 3, 2005 - Annual Organization Meeting

Approved:  April 29, 2004
1 T - 5/6/04, The Times Fee: $61.20

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers

HELP WANTED

Do you enjoy Fun, Fitness, and
Flexibility? An established children’s
FUN fitness program seeks per-
sons who possess leadership &
admin skills, and enjoys working
with children 2-7 yrs. old. Don’t
miss this FUN opportunity, jump
aboard and join our team! Child
Care Center experience is a plus.

(732) 578-1BUS (1287)
fax: (732) 389-7824

email: funbus@aol.com
www.funbuses.com

HELP WANTED

Waitstaff and kitchen staff for local
restaurant. Flexible hours,
competitive salary. Experience
required. Ask for Tim 10:00am-
3:00pm (908) 232-7320

MATH TUTOR

Ivy-level mathematics degree.
SAT, calculus, trigonmetry,
algebra, writing, study skills.

Joe (908) 781-0888

EDUCATION

CAREGIVERS
FT/PT for day care center in

Westfield location. Experience
preferred. Call Cheryl

(908) 518-0900 TAROT CARD
PSYCHIC READINGS

BY MRS. D
Stressed, Confused

Broken Hearted
Guaranteed Help and Advisor

in one visit
Free Question by Phone

(908) 789-3043

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Monday
May 3, 2004 memorialized the following
Board action of Monday, April 5, 2004:

04-05 MICHAEL & ROBIN INCE, 221
MARYLAND STREET, AND
GUSTAVE & JOANNE
BUONANNO, 229 MARYLAND
STREET, BLOCK 5711, LOTS 7 &
8, SEEKING MINOR SUBDIVI-
SION (LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT).
APPLICANTS SEEKING TO
MOVE THE LOT LINE BETWEEN
LOTS 7 & 8 IN BLOCK 5711, 29
FEET TO THE NORTH EAST TO
CREATE A MORE UNIFORM LOT
PATTERN ON THE STREET.  NO
NEW LOT WILL BE CREATED.  –
Approved with conditions.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 5/6/04, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Monday
April 5, 2004 memorialized the following
Board action of Monday, May 3, 2004:

04-06(V) BURGER R US, LLC, 251
NORTH AVENUE, BLOCK
3103, LOT 8, PROPOSES TO
OCCUPY THE PREMISES
FORMERLY OCCUPIED BY
GREAT HARVEST BREAD
COMPANY FOR CHEE
BURGER CHEE BURGER
RESTAURANT.   THE SEAT-
ING CAPACITY IS PROPOSED
TO INCREASE BY 47 SEATS.
THE APPLICATION IS A MODI-
FICATION OF UTILIZATION
REQUIRING PRELIMINARY
AND FINAL MAJOR SITE PLAN
APPROVAL.  – Approved with
conditions.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 5/6/04, The Leader Fee: $23.46

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com
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BUDDING ARTIST…BUDDING ARTIST…BUDDING ARTIST…BUDDING ARTIST…BUDDING ARTIST…Bertha Youngstrom of Westfield participated in the “ArtBertha Youngstrom of Westfield participated in the “ArtBertha Youngstrom of Westfield participated in the “ArtBertha Youngstrom of Westfield participated in the “ArtBertha Youngstrom of Westfield participated in the “Art
from the Heart” program. Some of the featured artwork is pictured behind her.from the Heart” program. Some of the featured artwork is pictured behind her.from the Heart” program. Some of the featured artwork is pictured behind her.from the Heart” program. Some of the featured artwork is pictured behind her.from the Heart” program. Some of the featured artwork is pictured behind her.

SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT — — — — — SAGE, a commu-
nity resource for eldercare, and the
New Jersey Center for Visual Arts
(NJCVA), recently created notecards
with a special story.

Two years ago the non-profit or-
ganizations launched an art program
for the seniors at SAGE’s adult day
healthcare center, Spend-A-Day
(SPAD). With the help of funding
from the Summit Area Public Foun-
dation, the program, “Art from the
Heart” provides a weekly creative
outlet for SPAD clients to explore a
variety of media including painting,
crafts, ceramics and jewelry-making.

NJCVA instructors lead the classes
and since its inception, the program
has provided seniors the opportu-
nity for personal growth and a sense
of accomplishment and expression
through their artwork.

S. K. Duff, a former art instructor
for the program said, “The ‘Art from
the Heart’ program proves the old

adage that one is never too old to
learn. As an art educator, friend and
volunteer, I have cherished my in-
volvement with the folks at SAGE’s
Spend-A-Day. It is always rewarding
to see that flicker of recognition
when someone grasps an art concept
or medium; and truly gratifying to
see folks who have not labeled them-
selves as artistic, finding self-expres-
sion and creativity within themselves
– especially in their senior years.”

In April, SAGE and NJCVA pro-
duced notecards to share some of the
artwork that seniors at Spend-A-Day
created. Each package contains four
different notecards featuring prints
of brightly-colored paintings. The
notecards are blank inside to allow
personal messages.

To obtain a pack of four notecards
for a donation of $5 to either of the
organizations, please call SAGE at
(908) 273-5550 or the NJCVA at
(908) 273-9121.

NJ NJ NJ NJ NJ YYYYYouth South South South South Symphonyymphonyymphonyymphonyymphony
ConcerConcerConcerConcerConcert t t t t WWWWWillillillillill I I I I Includencludencludencludenclude
RRRRResidentsesidentsesidentsesidentsesidents fr fr fr fr from Arom Arom Arom Arom Areaeaeaeaea

SSSSSt. Pt. Pt. Pt. Pt. Peter beter beter beter beter by the Sy the Sy the Sy the Sy the Sea Concerea Concerea Concerea Concerea Concerttttt
WWWWWill Aid Counseling Sill Aid Counseling Sill Aid Counseling Sill Aid Counseling Sill Aid Counseling Sererererervicevicevicevicevice

PROMOTING THE CONCERT…Trustees of Youth and Family CounselingPROMOTING THE CONCERT…Trustees of Youth and Family CounselingPROMOTING THE CONCERT…Trustees of Youth and Family CounselingPROMOTING THE CONCERT…Trustees of Youth and Family CounselingPROMOTING THE CONCERT…Trustees of Youth and Family Counseling
Service (YFCS) deliver posters announcing the benefit concert by the ReverendService (YFCS) deliver posters announcing the benefit concert by the ReverendService (YFCS) deliver posters announcing the benefit concert by the ReverendService (YFCS) deliver posters announcing the benefit concert by the ReverendService (YFCS) deliver posters announcing the benefit concert by the Reverend
Alphonse Stephenson and his Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea to David Sutter ofAlphonse Stephenson and his Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea to David Sutter ofAlphonse Stephenson and his Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea to David Sutter ofAlphonse Stephenson and his Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea to David Sutter ofAlphonse Stephenson and his Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea to David Sutter of
Lancaster, Ltd. in Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ann Robinson,Lancaster, Ltd. in Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ann Robinson,Lancaster, Ltd. in Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ann Robinson,Lancaster, Ltd. in Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ann Robinson,Lancaster, Ltd. in Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ann Robinson,
Concert Chairman Jim Slabe, Arlene Peterson, Elizabeth Hertherington, and backConcert Chairman Jim Slabe, Arlene Peterson, Elizabeth Hertherington, and backConcert Chairman Jim Slabe, Arlene Peterson, Elizabeth Hertherington, and backConcert Chairman Jim Slabe, Arlene Peterson, Elizabeth Hertherington, and backConcert Chairman Jim Slabe, Arlene Peterson, Elizabeth Hertherington, and back
row; Barbara Nelson, David Roth, YFCS Board of Trustees President Dick Ripperow; Barbara Nelson, David Roth, YFCS Board of Trustees President Dick Ripperow; Barbara Nelson, David Roth, YFCS Board of Trustees President Dick Ripperow; Barbara Nelson, David Roth, YFCS Board of Trustees President Dick Ripperow; Barbara Nelson, David Roth, YFCS Board of Trustees President Dick Rippe
and Mr. Sutter.and Mr. Sutter.and Mr. Sutter.and Mr. Sutter.and Mr. Sutter.

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The 14th Annual
Concert presented by Father
Alphonse Stephenson and his Or-
chestra of St. Peter by the Sea to
benefit the Youth and Family Coun-
seling Service (YFCS) will be held
on Saturday, May 22, at 8 p.m. at
The Presbyterian Church of
Westfield.

Father Alphonse and his 45-mem-
ber orchestra of professional musi-
cians have performed for audiences
for the past 18 years, both on tour
and at their summer concert series,
the Festival of the Atlantic at Point
Pleasant Beach.

The May 22 program will include
a diverse blend of classical, popular
and patriotic music, enhanced by
witty, educational introductions by
Father Alphonse.

Posters announcing the concert
have been distributed in all commu-
nities served by YFCS. Tickets are

now available at the following out-
lets: Lancaster, Ltd. and St Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church, both of
Westfield; Shawn’s West Mountain
Auto Center in Mountainside; Irma’s
Hallmark in Fanwood; Michelle’s
Hallmark in Cranford, and Country
Squire Men’s Shop in Clark.

Tickets are $25 for general admis-
sion, $20 for senior citizens over 65
years old, and $10 for students 18
and under. Patron seating is avail-
able for $60. Sponsorship listing in
the evening’s program, which in-
cludes two patron tickets to the con-
cert, are available for a $300 contri-
bution.

For more information about the
concert or to purchase tickets, please
call YFCS at (908) 233-2042.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 POPCORNS

At the beginning of Man on Fire, an
overlong but eventually absorbing tale of
revenge starring Denzel Washington, we
are made privy to a statistic: There is a
kidnapping in Latin America every 64
minutes.

Now, they don’t break that up into
countries or regions. For instance, is it
only every 30 minutes in Colombia, let
us say, but a full two hours and 13
minutes between snatchings in Bolivia?
Also, we wonder, when you say kidnap-
ping, do you really mean just kids, or are
you including grownups, as in rich ex-
ecutives? After all, empty nesters may
not want to let this bad news get in the
way of their wanderlust if it’s just tots
they’re abducting.

But more important, we’re not really
sure just what constitutes Latin America.
By that, do you mean just predomi-
nantly Spanish-speaking countries South
of the border? If so, are there individual
numbers for Brazil? And last, as well as
probably least, did you figure Surinam
into the count? You remember Surinam
from grammar school…it’s also known
as Dutch Guiana. Psst…is there still a
Surinam?

The sarcasm is put forward just to
keep things honest. To punch a few holes
in the premise that’s about to shame-
lessly manipulate us nevertheless. We get
the idea. Bottom line, specious or other-
wise, for director Tony Scott’s purposes
the message is clear. Poor countries, mean-
ing countries where the disparity be-
tween rich and poor is overwhelming,
may give the outward appearance of ci-
vility. The modern technological trap-
pings in downtown Third World may
fool you. Said sovereign may have trade
agreements with the world leaders. Maybe
they even contain a burg that’s a sister
city to your own snug and secure prov-
ince. But if there is no worker bee middle
class to ensure the society’s morals, so-
cially as well as legally, then you have
problems.

Case in point: Mexico City, home to
cute little Pita (Dakota Fanning). Her
Mexican father (Marc Anthony), obvi-
ously of Patrician background, and her
beautiful American mother (Radha
Mitchell) realize the importance of ob-
taining an insurance policy. Insurance
that will pay her ransom in the case that
tragic need arises.

However, the firm issuing said policy
demands that the insured take steps to
prevent the unthinkable. And thus to
that end Sam and Lisa are required to
hire a bodyguard. Enter Denzel Wash-
ington, who will heretofore be re-
ferred to only as Creasy. He’s the body-
guard.

He’s a real bargain. That’s a good
thing, because business isn’t going so
well for Sam. The downside is that
Creasy comes at a discount for a
reason…his drinking problem. It’s all
about cheap labor and how best to ex-
ploit it. It’ll attract every carpetbagger
on the globe. Consider Creasy the film’s
heroic symbol of that unfortunate func-
tion.

By the way, something’s going on
here. If you’ve seen more than a couple
of movies in your day, you’ll note di-
rector Scott’s sending us a telegram. It
informs that the padrone is desperately
trying to cut some sort of deal with
GM. That’s well and good. But what’s
got our antennae at full staff is the
room full of candles he’s counting on
to land that contract. Not exactly what
they teach you at Wharton. Is he just
real religious? Seems a bit spooky for
our tastes.

It could be I’m just reading a lot into
things. But then screenwriter Brian

Helgeland’s sometimes painfully plod-
ding script leaves you with a little too
much time on your hands…time to con-
template all the possibilities.

Truth is, while there are some twists
and turns along the way, for the most
part Man on Fire is to kidnapping what
Traffic (2000) is to the drug trade. Only
nowhere near as good. Multi-layered
conspiracy abounds. Even the cinema-
tography emulates director Steven
Soderbergh’s jagged style, purposely
bleached out at times to represent the
oppressive climate, literally as well as
sociologically.

So, let’s just do a sub-total. There’s
this tiresomely derivative nature. And
the exposition leading to the plot’s cen-
tral crisis takes up nearly half of the
film’s 146 minutes. But aha, there are
still two attributes that say, “OK, so I’m
not worth paying $8 at the Cineplex.
But you might want to consider renting
me when I become available at the
video store…that is, if nothing better
strikes your fancy.” And those factors
are Fanning as the rather endearing Pita
in search of a hero, and Mr. Washington
as the tarnished angel most likely to fill
that bill.

Granted, if any instructions about
originality came with the screenplay,
filmmaker Scott misplaced them. Still,
in its limited way, the cliché works. It’s
that second chance stuff. Our better
instincts make us suckers for it. The
movies has always served to correct real
life…to patch up our inhumane defi-
ciencies. Redemption abounds. Not
like in real life.

What offers us hope in Man on Fire is
Creasy’s quest for grace. Of course he
doesn’t seem to care about anything but
the bottle at first. Which calls for some
background. We learn from his talks
with old pal Rayburn (Christopher
Walken) that the two did their share of
murder and mayhem whilst carrying out
all manner of covert, anti-terrorist mis-
sions with the Marines.

Rayburn, who suggests our man for
the bodyguard job, has settled into an
uneasy but lucrative life protecting big-
wigs in Mexico City. Unfortunately,
Creasy hasn’t quite found his post-kill-
ing machine self.

Then, in a bit of dour irony, the
opportunity arises. Not right away,
though. The bodyguard job is just the
first step. It allows Creasy a very brief,
Platonistic glimpse of himself via the
adoring little girl’s eyes…the perfect
Creasy, a knight in shining armor. It’s
when things go awry that the ex-Marine
settles on his true purpose… his sealed
destiny, if you will. Creasy is about to
move from the on-deck circle to the
batter’s box.

Delivered from lesser lips, we might
cringe when Christopher Walken’s
highfalutin mercenary explains his
friend’s reactions thusly: “She showed
him it was OK to live.” But we buy in
anyway. It’s our moviegoer conditioning.
Plus, we’ve put so much time in already.
Might as well stick around for the fire-
works.

But just to further set the mood before
sending us on our bloodthirsty, retaliat-
ing way, the movie, with the enthusiasm
of a waiter announcing the specials, sug-
gests: Revenge is a meal best eaten cold.
Which is just dandy if you’re hungry for
a helping of Rambo meets Death Wish
(1974). Those with more discriminating
tastes will prefer to dine elsewhere.

* * * * * * *
MMMMMan on Fan on Fan on Fan on Fan on Fiririririreeeee, rated R, is a 20th

Century Fox Pictures release directed by
Tony Scott and stars Denzel Washing-
ton, Dakota Fanning and Radha
Mitchell. Running time: 146 minutes.

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Westfield Art As-
sociation (WAA) artists will exhibit
their talents and artwork during the
“Art in Westfield” Sidewalk Art Show
and Sale on Saturday, May 8, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in downtown
Westfield. The raindate is Saturday,
May 15.

For over 60 years, WAA artists
have exhibited in Westfield for the
community. The fine art show is one
of the few outdoor art shows in the
state that features original art.

Over 65 artists will display their
oil, watercolor, acrylic and pastel
paintings, as well as sculpture, draw-
ings, prints and photography. The
artists will explain their work, the
creative process and the media that
they employ.

The show will be judged and over
$1,500 in prizes will be awarded. Art
eligible in all categories will be hon-
ored with Awards of Excellences,
Awards of Merit, and Honorable
Mention.

The Purchase Award for the
Westfield Scene will be permanently
displayed in the art collection of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) at 105 Elm Street.

The family of the late Dorothy
Splinter, a longtime Westfield resi-
dent and devoted WAA member, will
sponsor a special award, the Dorothy
Splinter Memorial Award for Still
Life Painting.

The prize-winning art for these
two awards will be on display at the
information booth at the corner of
Elm and East Broad Streets follow-

ing the selection.
The Honorable Mention awards

will be Westfield Gift Coins, spon-
sored by the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (WACC).

Corresponding colored balloons
will mark the locations of the prize-
winners. Those individuals who can-
not attend the show may view the
award-winning art selection at
Westfield Interiors during May.

Peter Bocour of Montclair, a
prominent New Jersey/New York
artist, will judge the show.

Chips the Clown, who will repre-
sent the Humpty Dumpty Safety
Foundation and present some safety
tips, will be stationed in the front of
Bombay. The Dixie All-Stars from
the Westfield Community Band will
perform in front of PNC Bank at
1:30 p.m. Alphorn playing with Dr.
Theodore Schlosberg will begin at 3
p.m. in the front of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts.

Artist demonstrations will be held
during the show. Stephen D’Amato
will instruct portraiture from 10 to
11:30 a.m. and 1:30 to 3 p.m. in the
front of Children’s Place. James Clark
will feature head sketches and
streetscapes in color pencil and char-
coal in front of Kaybee Toys, while
Glen Howard will demonstrate
printmaking near Wachovia Bank.

The “Art in Westfield” Show and
Sale is cosponsored by the DWC
and WACC. For more information,
please call the WACC at (908) 233-
3021 or the WAA at (908) 232-
7058.

County Announces Line-UCounty Announces Line-UCounty Announces Line-UCounty Announces Line-UCounty Announces Line-Uppppp
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has un-
veiled its schedule for this year’s free
Summer Arts Festival Concert Series.

“I am eagerly anticipating one of
the best concert series in the area this
summer,” said Freeholder Chairman
Angel Estrada. “We have many of our
most popular acts returning but have
also added some new talent I’m sure
everyone will enjoy.”

Concerts are scheduled each
Wednesday evening from 7:30 p.m.
in the natural amphitheater area of
Echo Lake Park, conveniently located
off of Route 22 on the border of
Mountainside and Westfield.

The lineup for this summer’s series
is:

• June 30 – The New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra;

• July 7 – “Mustang Sally”;
• July 14 – “De Sol”;
• July 21 – “The Brass Tacks Big

Band”;
• July 28 – “Verdict”;
• August 4 – “The Sensational Soul

Cruisers”;
• August 11 – “Ed Palermo Big

Band” with Rob Paparozzi;
• August 18 – “Jobonanno & The

Godsons of Soul” and “Captain
Hawker & The All Stars”;

• August 25 – “The Party Dolls”
“Each summer for the past 44 years,

thousands of area residents have en-
joyed a variety of musical perfor-
mances,” said Freeholder Estrada.

“It is through the generous support
of area businesses, organizations, and
individuals, that we are able to pro-
vide a full season of free entertain-
ment,” added Freeholder Mary
Ruotolo, Liaison to the Union County
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.
“This is an opportunity for local com-
panies to reach a large audience at a
specific concert or a number of con-
certs. Several levels of donations are
available, and all contributors will be
included in our Summer Arts Festival
program book, which is distributed
to thousands of concert patrons at
each of the nine concerts.”

Sponsorships can be acknowledged
including concert programs, adver-
tising in media press releases and
recognition on stage. To participate
in the donors program, please call the
Union County Department of Parks
and Recreation, before Friday, May
14, at (908) 527-4900.

MURRAMURRAMURRAMURRAMURRAY HILLY HILLY HILLY HILLY HILL – The New
Jersey Youth Symphony, Inc. will
continue to celebrate its 25th An-
niversary Concert Season with a
Sunday, May 9, concert perfor-
mance, which will include local
residents.

Slated for 4 p.m. at Immaculate
Conception Church in
Annandale, the performance will
be presented by the New Jersey
Youth Orchestra and led by Artis-
tic Director Barbara Barstow.

Participating musicians from
Westfield include bassoonist Ben
Baron, cellist Caroline Cariste,
and violinists Caroline Leung and
Jennifer Zhu. Violinist Dyogi
Hyacinth and violist Melissa
Loewinger, both of Scotch Plains,
will perform. Berkeley Heights
musicians include violinists Linda
Chang, Michael Fang, Andrew
Lee, and Justin Yeh, as well as
trumpeter Eric Michael Wolf.

For more information, please
call (908) 771-5544 or visit
www.njys.org.

Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Leader/The Times
“Dan,” by Steve Tomczyk, oil, not for“Dan,” by Steve Tomczyk, oil, not for“Dan,” by Steve Tomczyk, oil, not for“Dan,” by Steve Tomczyk, oil, not for“Dan,” by Steve Tomczyk, oil, not for
sale.sale.sale.sale.sale.
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SP-F Art Show

Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Leader/The Times
“Potpourri of Blossoms,” by Betsy Ruff,“Potpourri of Blossoms,” by Betsy Ruff,“Potpourri of Blossoms,” by Betsy Ruff,“Potpourri of Blossoms,” by Betsy Ruff,“Potpourri of Blossoms,” by Betsy Ruff,
watercolor, $150.watercolor, $150.watercolor, $150.watercolor, $150.watercolor, $150.

oil portrait, “Dan.” He certainly has a
grasp on presenting captivating sub-
ject matter with profound accuracy,
emotion and detail.

Regrettably, photography was not
this exhibition’s strong suit. Perhaps
this is something the association might
look to improve in future demonstra-
tions, as the six entries were not as
impressive as those seen in WAA ex-
hibits or others shared locally.

Former Westfield Art Association
President Jean McCullough, an art
teacher and painter, judged the show,
awarding a gold ribbon for “Best in
Show,” blue ribbons for First Place,
red ribbons for Second Place, yellow
ribbons for Third Place, and green
ribbons for Honorable Mention.

During the Awards Presentation on
May 1, ribbons were given to the
following individuals for their respec-
tive works:

FIRST PLACE – BLUE RIBBONSFIRST PLACE – BLUE RIBBONSFIRST PLACE – BLUE RIBBONSFIRST PLACE – BLUE RIBBONSFIRST PLACE – BLUE RIBBONS
Marie Gerus: “Flower Fantasy”Marie Gerus: “Flower Fantasy”Marie Gerus: “Flower Fantasy”Marie Gerus: “Flower Fantasy”Marie Gerus: “Flower Fantasy”

Roman Gerus: “Sea Fantasy”Roman Gerus: “Sea Fantasy”Roman Gerus: “Sea Fantasy”Roman Gerus: “Sea Fantasy”Roman Gerus: “Sea Fantasy”
Ruth Obeid: “Fall”Ruth Obeid: “Fall”Ruth Obeid: “Fall”Ruth Obeid: “Fall”Ruth Obeid: “Fall”
Steve Tomczyk: “Dan”Steve Tomczyk: “Dan”Steve Tomczyk: “Dan”Steve Tomczyk: “Dan”Steve Tomczyk: “Dan”
Joan Westernik: “Carousel Horse”Joan Westernik: “Carousel Horse”Joan Westernik: “Carousel Horse”Joan Westernik: “Carousel Horse”Joan Westernik: “Carousel Horse”
Peter Hovanec: “Up of Michigan”Peter Hovanec: “Up of Michigan”Peter Hovanec: “Up of Michigan”Peter Hovanec: “Up of Michigan”Peter Hovanec: “Up of Michigan”

SECOND PLACE – RED RIBBONSSECOND PLACE – RED RIBBONSSECOND PLACE – RED RIBBONSSECOND PLACE – RED RIBBONSSECOND PLACE – RED RIBBONS
Ken Malpas: “Danielle Nicole”Ken Malpas: “Danielle Nicole”Ken Malpas: “Danielle Nicole”Ken Malpas: “Danielle Nicole”Ken Malpas: “Danielle Nicole”
Phil Kass: “Halloween Eve”Phil Kass: “Halloween Eve”Phil Kass: “Halloween Eve”Phil Kass: “Halloween Eve”Phil Kass: “Halloween Eve”
Robert Hahn: “Rutgers Museum”Robert Hahn: “Rutgers Museum”Robert Hahn: “Rutgers Museum”Robert Hahn: “Rutgers Museum”Robert Hahn: “Rutgers Museum”

THIRD PLACE – YELLOW RIBBONSTHIRD PLACE – YELLOW RIBBONSTHIRD PLACE – YELLOW RIBBONSTHIRD PLACE – YELLOW RIBBONSTHIRD PLACE – YELLOW RIBBONS
Anne Gibbons: “A Moment of Silence”Anne Gibbons: “A Moment of Silence”Anne Gibbons: “A Moment of Silence”Anne Gibbons: “A Moment of Silence”Anne Gibbons: “A Moment of Silence”
Grace McDonald: “Victorian Beauty”Grace McDonald: “Victorian Beauty”Grace McDonald: “Victorian Beauty”Grace McDonald: “Victorian Beauty”Grace McDonald: “Victorian Beauty”

HONORABLE MENTION –HONORABLE MENTION –HONORABLE MENTION –HONORABLE MENTION –HONORABLE MENTION –
GREEN RIBBONSGREEN RIBBONSGREEN RIBBONSGREEN RIBBONSGREEN RIBBONS

Mary Hovanec: “So Lonely”Mary Hovanec: “So Lonely”Mary Hovanec: “So Lonely”Mary Hovanec: “So Lonely”Mary Hovanec: “So Lonely”
Ruth Grabner: “Portrait of Beth & Hat”Ruth Grabner: “Portrait of Beth & Hat”Ruth Grabner: “Portrait of Beth & Hat”Ruth Grabner: “Portrait of Beth & Hat”Ruth Grabner: “Portrait of Beth & Hat”
Christine Scott: “Bright Vista”Christine Scott: “Bright Vista”Christine Scott: “Bright Vista”Christine Scott: “Bright Vista”Christine Scott: “Bright Vista”
Betsy Ruff: “Potpourri of Blossoms”Betsy Ruff: “Potpourri of Blossoms”Betsy Ruff: “Potpourri of Blossoms”Betsy Ruff: “Potpourri of Blossoms”Betsy Ruff: “Potpourri of Blossoms”
Rita Hahn: “Shannon’s Pet Peeves”Rita Hahn: “Shannon’s Pet Peeves”Rita Hahn: “Shannon’s Pet Peeves”Rita Hahn: “Shannon’s Pet Peeves”Rita Hahn: “Shannon’s Pet Peeves”
Marjorie McConnell: “Symphocarpus Foetidus”Marjorie McConnell: “Symphocarpus Foetidus”Marjorie McConnell: “Symphocarpus Foetidus”Marjorie McConnell: “Symphocarpus Foetidus”Marjorie McConnell: “Symphocarpus Foetidus”

BEST IN SHOW – GOLD RIBBONBEST IN SHOW – GOLD RIBBONBEST IN SHOW – GOLD RIBBONBEST IN SHOW – GOLD RIBBONBEST IN SHOW – GOLD RIBBON

Arline Melchior: “Grey Wolf”Arline Melchior: “Grey Wolf”Arline Melchior: “Grey Wolf”Arline Melchior: “Grey Wolf”Arline Melchior: “Grey Wolf”

May 8, with new publications on men-
tal health. From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
local author Dorothy Cantor will pro-
mote FFFFFinding inding inding inding inding YYYYYour our  our  our  our  VVVVVoice :  Aoice :  Aoice :  Aoice :  Aoice :  A
WWWWWomanomanomanomanoman’’’’’s Gs Gs Gs Gs Guide to Uuide to Uuide to Uuide to Uuide to Using Ssing Ssing Ssing Ssing Self elf elf elf elf TTTTTalkalkalkalkalk
for Ffor Ffor Ffor Ffor Fulfilling Rulfilling Rulfilling Rulfilling Rulfilling Relationships, elationships, elationships, elationships, elationships, WWWWWorororororkkkkk
and Lifeand Lifeand Lifeand Lifeand Life. This groundbreaking book,
compiled by a group of mental
healthcare professionals, may just help
you uncover what you want and need
in order to create a more fulfilling,
happier life, as the authors explore the
popularly promoted image of the mod-
ern woman and tackle all the issues
that challenge us today. This will be
followed by Joseph Colichio’s novel,
The The The The The TTTTTrrrrrouble witb Mouble witb Mouble witb Mouble witb Mouble witb Mental ental ental ental ental WWWWWellnessellnessellnessellnessellness
from 2 to 4 p.m. In this story, a client’s
suicide almost spells disaster for a hap-
less therapist in his Jersey City prac-
tice.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

GGGGGet Oet Oet Oet Oet Outta the Hutta the Hutta the Hutta the Hutta the Houseouseouseouseouse

BBBBBrrrrreeeeeznitsky Pznitsky Pznitsky Pznitsky Pznitsky Publishesublishesublishesublishesublishes
Essay inEssay inEssay inEssay inEssay in Riv Riv Riv Riv Rivererererercraftcraftcraftcraftcraft
SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – Erin

Breznitsky of Scotch Plains has
published the nonfiction essay,
“The Mystery of the Nancy Drew
Stories” and the poems “Memo-
rial Service” and “Boardwalk at
Night Ocean City” through edu-
cational competition in the 2004
edition of Rivercraft, the on-cam-
pus literary magazine at
Susquehanna University in
Selinsgrove, Pa.

Erin, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Breznitsky of Scotch
Plains, is a sophomore writing
major. She graduated Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School in
2002.

See It All in Color:
www.goleader.com
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IIIIInvited to Envited to Envited to Envited to Envited to Exhibit Arxhibit Arxhibit Arxhibit Arxhibit Artwortwortwortwortworkkkkk

COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
present its second annual program, in
partnership with the National Arts
Program, to offer county employees
and their families an opportunity to
exhibit their artwork.

“Artistic and creative talent resides in
everyone,” commended Freeholder Mary
Ruotolo, Liaison to the Cultural and
Heritage Program Advisory Board. “It is
our intention to continue to give Union
County employees and their families a
forum to showcase their talent.”

Entries will be accepted in the cat-
egories of painting, photography, art-
works on paper, sculpture and crafts.
Recognized artists and art profession-
als will serve as judges, selecting en-
trants for cash rewards, scholarships
and honorable mention in the
exhibition’s five artistic classifications:
amateur (little or no experience); in-
termediate (some experience); ad-
vanced (extensive art training); youth

ages 12 to 18; and youth under 12 years.
In the adult classifications, each first

place winner will receive $300; second
place will earn $200, and third place
will receive $100 each. There is one
$300 prize for “Best in Show.” In each
youth classification, $75 will be
awarded to first place winners, $50 to
second place winners, and $25 to third
place winners. The National Arts Pro-
gram will provide the prizes.

“The Freeholders share the goal of
the National Arts Program to reach as
many people as possible of all ages,
offering them a chance to display their
artistic talents in a public exhibition,”
added Freeholder Ruotolo.

The National Arts Program, which
reaches 150 cities and communities
throughout the United States, was es-
tablished by Leonard Andrews, an art
collector, publisher, business executive
and journalist, “for the encouragement
and development of artistic expression.”

Pre-registration is required by
Wednesday, May 5. Early registration
is encouraged. To request a registra-
tion form and further information,
please contact the Union County Di-
vision of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs, 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth,
07207, by calling (908) 558-2550, or
by e-mailing culturalinfo@ucnj.org.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Where does a
virtuoso go after having studied at
Julliard, having been the Concertmas-
ter at the American Philharmonic at
Carnegie Hall, and having performed
violin at Lincoln Center for ten years
with the Joffrey Ballet and Musica
Sacrs?

If you are James Gaskill, you move
to Westfield, and become a master
teacher of the violin and viola, sharing
your passion for music and the instru-
ment to scores of students.

His students have included the

Concertmasters of the New Jersey
Youth Orchestra, the Newark Youth
Symphony and students in the New
Jersey Youth Symphony.

“I have had some extraordinary stu-
dents,” he told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, as he looked back over the 15
years he and his family have been in
this area.

After teaching private lessons on the
violin and viola for 30 years, lessons,
one might expect he would have some
stellar students to remember.

The violin teacher of Matthew

Leong, a Westfield High School sopho-
more, was quick to tell of Matthew’s
achievements.

“Last year, he was one of the few
freshmen to ever make the Regional
High School Orchestra,” said Gaskill.
This pupil was Concertmaster of the
Westfield Elementary School Orches-
tra and the Edison Middle School
Orchestra. He was also Principal Sec-
ond of the New Jersey Youth Orches-
tra and will be a member of the New
Jersey Youth Symphony this year.

But Matthew Leong is only one of
many success stories. In fact, 13 of
Gaskill’s students have made it to the

New Jersey Youth Symphony this year
alone.

One of his former students, Chris-
topher Fyhr, was Concertmaster of the
Cranford High School Orchestra, and
went on to major in violin at Rutgers
University. When Fyhr was assistant
Concertmaster at New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center (NJPAC), Gaskill at-
tended a concert.

“It was quite a thrill to see him
there,” he said, beaming like a proud
parent.

Some of his students have been
with him for half of their lifetime. He
spoke wistfully of one high school
student who has been with him since
the age of five who is moving out of
the state.

“It breaks my heart to see this stu-
dent go,” he shared.

“It’s remarkable to see talent de-
velop,” he said. “And you really can’t
predict who will be dedicated and
disciplined to stick with it.”

When he sees talent, he said he just
knows it right away. “Oh sometimes
there are surprises. In two or three
months of not progressing, all of a
sudden they just take off and really get
into it,” he explained.

Although Gaskill thinks that five is
the best age to start the violin, people
can pick it up at any age.

“If they aren’t ready — sometimes
kids are pushed by the parents — it
doesn’t work,” said Gaskill, who also
discussed the delicacy of walking a
“tightrope” in pushing children or
letting them develop at their own
pace.

Gaskill is a man passionate about
music and teaching. In fact, he teaches
six days a week. Although his 45 stu-
dents ranging from age five to adult
keep him busy, from time to time he
still finds time to work in Lincoln
Center.

He noted that he came to Westfield
for the tranquility, after living in Man-
hattan for most of his professional life.

According to Gaskill, one of the
only negative aspects of teaching vio-
lin in Westfield is the competition for
the students’ time.

“We’re in constant competition with
swim team, soccer…it’s a fight for
their time,” he said.

It is difficult to do recitals with lots
of students because of the scheduling
conflicts.

“They are usually just too busy,” he
said of his students.

Before audition time rolls around,
however, he will schedule a recital in
his house with a few students to get
them used to playing for a small audi-
ence. Maybe that is why they do so
well in competition. And perhaps it is
just that his passion for music has been
passed from teacher to student.

UUUUUnique Raffle Bnique Raffle Bnique Raffle Bnique Raffle Bnique Raffle Baskets to Easkets to Easkets to Easkets to Easkets to Enticenticenticenticentice
AAAAAttendees of ttendees of ttendees of ttendees of ttendees of WSO FWSO FWSO FWSO FWSO Friends riends riends riends riends TTTTTourourourourour

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO)
Friends will celebrate the landmark
20th Anniversary of their Tour of
Notables Homes on Saturday, May
8, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., as they
showcase five Westfield area resi-
dences.

This Mother’s Day weekend, visi-
tors can explore some of the dis-
tinctly different yet equally beauti-
ful design views on display as they
follow the tour map through some
of the town’s most endearing neigh-
borhoods.

While the houses cover many de-
sign spectrums — from the ornate
and neo-classical to the folklore —
and history-inspired, from the for-
mality of sedate elegance to the
youthful assuredness of American
and European eclecticism, all are

standard-bearers of good taste.
Renee Trabert, Friends President,

noted that 26 luxurious themed gift
baskets will be featured in a raffle
that includes: a breakfast basket from
Williams-Sonoma; Baby Layette
from Bloomingdale’s; an all about
golf basket and other enticing items
like a crystal pitcher from La Jolie
Maison in Summit; signature child-
sized pedal powered BMW from
JMK BMW of Springfield; a Helen
Frank print from Juxtapose Gallery
in Westfield; a year’s supply of past-
ries from Bakeshop Val of Garwood;
one-of-a-kind spring handbag with
accessories from Bittersweet De-
signs, Westfield; hand-painted cake
server and matching dessert plates
by Many Clever Hands; Italian ce-

ramic from Casabella and dining
certificates from Restaurant 89,
Robert’s Steakhouse and The Brick
Oven, and many others.

During the tour, Joe Regan will
play standards from the classic
American songbook. Trader Joe’s will
provide free refreshments. There will
also be a plant sale.

All profits benefit the WSO,
whose repertoire places it among
the top New Jersey symphonies and
the state’s most precious artistic re-
sources. The WSO also conducts
educational outreach programs that
touch the lives of more than 2,000
students through special concerts
and master classes.

Tickets for Tour 2004 are $25 in
advance and $30 day of tour and are
available for purchase at the follow-
ing Westfield businesses and mer-

chants: Burgdorff Realtors, Weichert
Realtors, Coldwell Banker Realtors,
Baron’s Drug Store, Gift Monkey,
Lancaster, Ltd., Poppyfields and the
Town Bank of Westfield.

They are also available at Irma’s
Hallmark in Fanwood, Martin’s Jew-
elers in Cranford and La Jolie Maison
in Summit. The tour is self-guided
and addresses for the homes on view
are printed on the tickets. A WSO
Home Tour map is also provided.

For more information on the tour
or a schedule of WSO, please call
(908) 232-9400 or visit
www.westfieldsymphony.com.

The award-winning WSO, com-
prised of professional musicians led
by Maestro David Wroe, is the Resi-
dent Orchestra of Union County.

BASKETS FULL OF GOODIES…During the Westfield Symphony Orches-BASKETS FULL OF GOODIES…During the Westfield Symphony Orches-BASKETS FULL OF GOODIES…During the Westfield Symphony Orches-BASKETS FULL OF GOODIES…During the Westfield Symphony Orches-BASKETS FULL OF GOODIES…During the Westfield Symphony Orches-
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DDDDDinner inner inner inner inner WWWWWith Fith Fith Fith Fith Friendsriendsriendsriendsriends begins
on Friday, May 7, at the Summit
Playhouse. The Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning play highlights the lives of
two couples who seem like aver-
age, happy people, until they start
to ask some of the tough ques-
tions. There are performances all
month, and tickets are $10 to
$15. Call the Box Office at (908)
273-2192 or visit
www.summitplayhouse.org. The
playhouse is located just off
Springfield Avenue, at 10 New
England Avenue.

* * * * * * *
Here is another opportunity to

sing and compete with the
HHHHHickorickorickorickorickory  y  y  y  y  TTTTTrrrrr ee  Choree  Choree  Choree  Choree  Choru su su su su s, an
acappella women’s group that won
the Greater New York Region 15
Competition last year. Come to
the NJYS/Suburban Music Cen-
ter, 570 Central Avenue in New
Providence on Wednesday, May
19, and Wednesday, May 26, at
7:15 p.m. If you make the grade,
you’ll be on your way to the Octo-
ber 2004 competition of the Sweet
Adelines in Indianapolis. For in-
formation and directions, call
(908) 522-1954.

* * * * * * *
Folk music enthusiasts will en-

joy Saturday, May 8th’s perfor-
mance of SSSSSongwriters in theongwriters in theongwriters in theongwriters in theongwriters in the
RRRRRoundoundoundoundound, featuring Noam
Weinstein and folk-duo, Too Hu-
man. Admission is $12 for this
show of the Coffee With Con-
science Concert Series of Spring-
field, at the Springfield Emanuel
United Methodist Church, 40
Church Mall (off Morris Avenue).
Call (908) 232-8723.

* * * * * * *
The CThe CThe CThe CThe Cranforranforranforranforranford Dd Dd Dd Dd Dramatic Clubramatic Clubramatic Clubramatic Clubramatic Club

is bringing Cole Porter’s show
within a show, Kiss MKiss MKiss MKiss MKiss Me Kate,e Kate,e Kate,e Kate,e Kate,     to
the stage for three weekends be-
ginning Friday, May 7. This time-
less musical version of
Shakespeare’s The The The The The TTTTTaming of theaming of theaming of theaming of theaming of the
SSSSShrhrhrhrhreeeeewwwww will delight theater fans of
all ages, with memorable tunes
and a story filled with fun. Perfor-
mances are Fridays and Saturdays
at 8 p.m. on May 7, 8, 14, 15, 21,
and 22, and a Mother’s Day mati-
nee on Sunday the 9th at 3 p.m.
Tickets are $18 on a reserved seat
basis, and can be obtained by
calling the box office at (908)
276-7611 or through the theater’s
website at www.cdctheatre.org.
The Club is located at 76 Winans
Avenue.

* * * * * * *
The Town Book Store of

Westfield will feature their MMMMMeeteeteeteeteet
& G& G& G& G& Grrrrreeteeteeteeteet author appearances on
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – Through
May 1, the downstairs gallery of the
Scotch Plains Public Library was the
backdrop for the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood Arts Association’s Annual
Members’ Show.

Approximately 36 pieces of artwork
were submitted, representing the
genres of watercolor, photography,
acrylic and oil painting, crafts, mixed

media and pastels. An estimated 20
artists participated in this year’s exhi-
bition.

“Best in Show” was awarded to
Kenilworth artist Arline Melchior for
another the incomparable oil tech-
niques she employed in “Grey Wolf,”
which appeared ready to pounce off of
the canvas. She presented another oil
painting, “The Girls,” which depicted
two Amish women.

Ken Malpas’ articulated a young
girl’s innocence and beauty in the oil
portrait, “Danielle Nicole,” which was
hung near Marie Gerus’ abstract mixed
media piece, “Flower Fantasy.” Known
for her mastery of the abstract genre,
Gerus recently won over audiences
with her acrylic entry, “Spontaneous
#5” during the Westfield Art
Association’s (WAA) 80th Annual
Members’ Exhibition, Salon 2004 in
late March.

While Ruth Grabner offered the
pastel “The Roseberry Barn,” her work
of the same medium, “Portrait of Beth
& Hat” actually captured the Honor-
able Mention distinction. With care
and meticulous detail, Grabner
sketched a dignified woman seem-

ingly as proud as a peacock in her
chapeau.

Mary Hovanec’s watercolor, “So
Lonely,” was an outstanding
entry, depicting a serene
figure lounging on the
beach. Later in the
exhibition, the art-
ist applied the
same medium
with a different
impact in “Spring
Garden.” This
piece, which ap-
peared to be sten-
ciled with vibrant
paints to create a
bouquet of flowers,
did not flow as well as
the first piece.

Few artists can
manipulate water-
color with as much
mastery as Scotch
Plains resident Anne Gibbons – espe-
cially when it comes to capturing a
landscape with intricate detail. Her
sole entry, “A Moment of Silence,” was
deserving of more honor than Third
Place.

Nearly as astounding in watercolor
mastery, Phil Kass impressed audiences
with his depiction of the former
Westfield shop, Marylou’s Memorabilia
enough to earn a Second Place ribbon.
Unfortunately, however, he did not
receive a nod for his equally inspiring
watercolor “Russian Cottage Window.”

Watercolorist Betsy Ruff has achieved
a new level of capturing still life objects,
such as the traditional vase of flowers
and fruits, but with added flair. “Pot-
pourri of Flowers,” “Ivy and Fruit,” and
“Bottle Reflecting Apples” all extended
beyond the normal “kitchen wall art”
one might expect. Kudos to Ruff.

Additionally, young Roman Gerus
should be applauded for his abstract
mixed media “Sea Fantasy,” which
boasted colorful creatures from the
deep in a playful composition. His
efforts earned him a blue ribbon.

Ruth Obeid’s watercolors, “Fall” and
“Flowering Spring,” were striking in
scale and composition. Golden flow-
ers demanded the attention of viewers
in “Fall,” while the branches of a tree
carrying fuchsia blossoms delighted
the eye.

Using acrylics, Marie Gerus popped
up later in the exhibition with the
thoughtful, sensual “Flamenco, Olé,”
featuring dancing brush strokes and
provocative red and orange hues.
While, more muted and less detailed,
Christine Scott’s “Bright Vista” land-

scape painting drew an Honorable
Mention for its gorgeous range of col-
ors and composition.

One of the sole craft entries
in the exhibition, “Shanon’s

Pet Peeves” came in the
form of a mobile filled
with dangling multi-
colored origami struc-
tures. Maybe it would
have drawn the eye a
bit more if it hadn’t
been displayed in a
corner.

Stained glass guru
Joan Westernik crafted a

carousel horse with lilac/
pink and pastel-colored glass

in her First Place entry.
She broke the leaded
barriers of the oval piece,
extending her design
into other parts of the
glass canvas.

Grace McDonald’s “Victorian
Beauty” oil painting was the exhibit’s
pièce de résistance. The artist seemed
to toss aside some of her older tech-
niques and embrace a more intriguing
subject matter with improved tech-
nique. Whatever she is doing, she’s
doing it right.

Steve Tomczyk entered Arline
Melchior Territory with his stunning

Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Leader/The Times
“Flamenco, Ole!” by Marie Gerus, mixed“Flamenco, Ole!” by Marie Gerus, mixed“Flamenco, Ole!” by Marie Gerus, mixed“Flamenco, Ole!” by Marie Gerus, mixed“Flamenco, Ole!” by Marie Gerus, mixed
media, not for sale.media, not for sale.media, not for sale.media, not for sale.media, not for sale.

Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Leader/The Times
“Carouse l  Horse ,”  by Joan“Carouse l  Horse ,”  by Joan“Carouse l  Horse ,”  by Joan“Carouse l  Horse ,”  by Joan“Carouse l  Horse ,”  by Joan
Westernik, stained glass/crafts, notWesternik, stained glass/crafts, notWesternik, stained glass/crafts, notWesternik, stained glass/crafts, notWesternik, stained glass/crafts, not
for sale.for sale.for sale.for sale.for sale.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ELBOWS UP!...“Now just bring your elbow up a bit,” suggests Westfield resident JamesELBOWS UP!...“Now just bring your elbow up a bit,” suggests Westfield resident JamesELBOWS UP!...“Now just bring your elbow up a bit,” suggests Westfield resident JamesELBOWS UP!...“Now just bring your elbow up a bit,” suggests Westfield resident JamesELBOWS UP!...“Now just bring your elbow up a bit,” suggests Westfield resident James
Gaskill to a first grader at her weekly violin lesson. Gaskill is known for producing aGaskill to a first grader at her weekly violin lesson. Gaskill is known for producing aGaskill to a first grader at her weekly violin lesson. Gaskill is known for producing aGaskill to a first grader at her weekly violin lesson. Gaskill is known for producing aGaskill to a first grader at her weekly violin lesson. Gaskill is known for producing a
record number of students in the Westfield area, who make it to the New Jersey Youthrecord number of students in the Westfield area, who make it to the New Jersey Youthrecord number of students in the Westfield area, who make it to the New Jersey Youthrecord number of students in the Westfield area, who make it to the New Jersey Youthrecord number of students in the Westfield area, who make it to the New Jersey Youth
Orchestra and the New Jersey Symphony, as well as regional and state groups.Orchestra and the New Jersey Symphony, as well as regional and state groups.Orchestra and the New Jersey Symphony, as well as regional and state groups.Orchestra and the New Jersey Symphony, as well as regional and state groups.Orchestra and the New Jersey Symphony, as well as regional and state groups.

BROADWAY-BOUND...Scotch Plains-BROADWAY-BOUND...Scotch Plains-BROADWAY-BOUND...Scotch Plains-BROADWAY-BOUND...Scotch Plains-BROADWAY-BOUND...Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School graduate and formerFanwood High School graduate and formerFanwood High School graduate and formerFanwood High School graduate and formerFanwood High School graduate and former
township resident Meryl Bezrutczyk willtownship resident Meryl Bezrutczyk willtownship resident Meryl Bezrutczyk willtownship resident Meryl Bezrutczyk willtownship resident Meryl Bezrutczyk will
perform in “Twenty Actors in 60 Min-perform in “Twenty Actors in 60 Min-perform in “Twenty Actors in 60 Min-perform in “Twenty Actors in 60 Min-perform in “Twenty Actors in 60 Min-
utes,” a musical theatre showcase spon-utes,” a musical theatre showcase spon-utes,” a musical theatre showcase spon-utes,” a musical theatre showcase spon-utes,” a musical theatre showcase spon-
sored by Wagner College Theatre. A mem-sored by Wagner College Theatre. A mem-sored by Wagner College Theatre. A mem-sored by Wagner College Theatre. A mem-sored by Wagner College Theatre. A mem-
ber of Wagner’s Class of 2004, Meryl willber of Wagner’s Class of 2004, Meryl willber of Wagner’s Class of 2004, Meryl willber of Wagner’s Class of 2004, Meryl willber of Wagner’s Class of 2004, Meryl will
perform in the production slated on Mon-perform in the production slated on Mon-perform in the production slated on Mon-perform in the production slated on Mon-perform in the production slated on Mon-
day, May 10, at 6:30 p.m. at Peter Jayday, May 10, at 6:30 p.m. at Peter Jayday, May 10, at 6:30 p.m. at Peter Jayday, May 10, at 6:30 p.m. at Peter Jayday, May 10, at 6:30 p.m. at Peter Jay
Sharpe Theatre at Playwrights Horizons,Sharpe Theatre at Playwrights Horizons,Sharpe Theatre at Playwrights Horizons,Sharpe Theatre at Playwrights Horizons,Sharpe Theatre at Playwrights Horizons,
416 West 42nd Street, between Ninth416 West 42nd Street, between Ninth416 West 42nd Street, between Ninth416 West 42nd Street, between Ninth416 West 42nd Street, between Ninth
and 10th Avenues in Manhattan. Meryland 10th Avenues in Manhattan. Meryland 10th Avenues in Manhattan. Meryland 10th Avenues in Manhattan. Meryland 10th Avenues in Manhattan. Meryl
recently moved to Manhattan. To attend,recently moved to Manhattan. To attend,recently moved to Manhattan. To attend,recently moved to Manhattan. To attend,recently moved to Manhattan. To attend,
please call (718) 390-3223. A receptionplease call (718) 390-3223. A receptionplease call (718) 390-3223. A receptionplease call (718) 390-3223. A receptionplease call (718) 390-3223. A reception
will follow.will follow.will follow.will follow.will follow.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The 20th An-

nual Westfield Public School District’s
Fine Arts Show will be held in the
Westfield High School varsity gymna-
sium from May 11 to 13.

A sampling of artwork by students
representing all nine public schools
and grades ranging from kindergarten
through 12th will be on display at the
annual show.

On Tuesday, May 11 and Wednes-
day, May 12, the artwork can be viewed
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and in the
evening from 7 to 9 p.m. Visitors are

also welcomed on Thursday, May 13,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Paintings, two-dimensional work,
ceramic, crafts, computerized art and
other work of Westfield Public School
students will be exhibited.

Linda King, Supervisor of Fine Arts,
noted that the annual exhibit has be-
come “an outstanding cultural event
in this community. The Art Show is a
wonderful opportunity to exhibit hun-
dreds of various art media created by
our talented students under the direc-
tion of dedicated art educators.”

Local StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal Stars


