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Freeholders Detail Deer, Geese Management
Plans; Land Purchased for Detention Center

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders announced two sepa-
rate plans relating to wildlife control
in county parks.

The first plan calls for a new deer
management program, while the sec-
ond calls for the county to revisit the
controversial program regarding
geese control. It is this second pro-
gram that has sparked renewed con-
sternation for some county residents.

In a press release, the board de-
tailed how they will attempt to con-
trol the overabundance of deer in the
Watchung Reservation. The county
has hired 12 marksmen, who previ-
ously participated in the last deer
management program. Those hunt-
ers would have completed the pro-
gram by March 3, and the end result

would be the delivery of venison to
the Community FoodBank of New
Jersey for their distribution to needy
people.

The board also plans to address the
once-again growing geese popula-
tion at county parks. Last year, the
county initiated a controversial
“geese gassing” program, which was
aimed at reducing the amount of
Canadian geese residing in the parks.
The plan drew the ire of many local
residents.

Not much has changed in a year, as
the freeholders once again came un-
der fire at the February 26 regular
meeting for their latest plans involv-
ing the geese.

Clark resident Carol Collins told
the board that she had contacted the
Somerset Patriots, a minor league
baseball team based in Bridgewater.

The team’s facility has experienced
similar problems with geese, but they
use “corrugated plastic outlines of
dogs” to ward off the geese.

Ms. Collins added that the county
should utilize S.L.A.P. workers to
construct the dog outlines, stating
that, “this would be an alternative to
having these geese gassed.”

Kerry Blanchard of Rahway was
outraged that the Freeholders were
once again revisiting this program.
She added that Morris County “ha-
rassed” the geese to get them to
leave, and that dogs were the most
common animals used in the harass-
ment.

“Dog harassment is extremely ef-
fective. It has been used for years,
and it is a proven method of control,”
explained Ms. Blanchard.

She also distributed fliers to all

members of the public. According to
the copy obtained by The Westfield
Leader, the flier called for a demon-
stration before the Thursday, March
11, freeholder meeting.

“They (geese) have many admi-
rable traits similar to human beings,
and we are killing them for being
social beings because they find our
parks as attractive as we do,” opined
Ms. Blanchard.

County Manager George Devanney
detailed ongoing studies to figure
how best to control the population,
and reported that the county has de-
veloped a solution that would benefit
multiple parties. He also explained
that the geese would not simply be
disposed of as people may think.

According to Mr. Devanney, the
geese will go to a poultry processing
plant, with the meat eventually dis-
tributed to the homeless shelters. He
further added that the egg-addling
program which began last year would
continue.

Mr. Devanney felt that the geese
have once again become a huge prob-
lem in Union County and that popu-
lation control is the only viable al-

Leiz, Solomon,Walker
Will Run Unopposed
For WF School Board

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Three incumbent candidates,
Virginia “Ginny” Leiz, Richard
Solomon and Julia Walker, will
run unopposed for three-year terms
for the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion.

Mrs. Leiz and her husband have
lived in Westfield for over 15 years.
They have two children, Matthew
and Christine. This will be Mrs. Leiz’s
second term on the school board.

A resident of the Jefferson El-
ementary School district, Mrs. Leiz
has served as treasurer and recording
secretary of the Westfield High
School (WHS) Parent Teacher-Stu-

dent Organization.

Mr. Solomon, and his wife, Amy
Seid, reside in the Franklin School
area. They have two sons, Josh and
David.

Mr. Solomon has served on the
Budget Finance Committee and as
Chairman of the Policies Commit-
tee. He was first elected to the board
in 2001.

Mrs. Walker, an attorney special-
izing in mergers, acquisitions and
tax law,  is now a  stay-at-home mom.
She was elected to the Board of
Education last year, to a one-year
term, for the seat vacated by Lisa
Alter.

Lisa Basile for The Westfield Leader
INTENSE...Moviegoers crowded theaters last weekend to see The Passion of The Christ
by Mel Gibson. Pictured, above, viewers enter the Rialto Theatre in Westfield last
Sunday for a showing organized by the Knights of Columbus. See the story on Page 3.

Courtesy of Tola Murphy-Baran for The Westfield Leader
ESTABLISHING AN ALL-TIME STATE SWIM RECORD…The Westfield High School boys swimming team rejoices
in the pool after defeating Cherry Hill East, 90-80, for the New Jersey Public “A” title at The College of New Jersey on
February 29. The victory was the 20th state title for the Blue Devils, which eclipsed the record of 19 set by Trenton in 1957.
The Blue Devils passed by Trenton High School before leaving for Westfield where they received a triumphant escort
through town by the Westfield Police and Westfield Fire departments.

Temporary Trailers Granted
For Wilson, Tamaques Schools
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a unanimous decision, the
Westfield Planning Board granted
two temporary trailers on the sites of
both  Wilson and Tamaques Elemen-
tary Schools.

Robert Berman, Business Admin-
istrator and Board Secretary for the
Westfield Public Schools, testified
before the board stating that the pro-
jected enrollment for the 2004-2005
school year prompted the school

board to consider the increase in
classroom sections.

He stated that the trailers would
house no more than five or 10 stu-
dents at any given time and that the
trailers would be used as a temporary
resource and not as a “full day” class-
room.

Wilson Elementary School is lo-
cated at 301 Linden Avenue, while
Tamaques Elementary School is lo-
cated at 641 Willow Grove Road.

In other business, the planning

board passed a Memorialization to
approve the appeal made by devel-
oper Charles Pijanowski to create
two conforming building lots from
the property at 619 Elm Street last
month.

As part of his application, Mr.
Pijanowski stated that he plans to
demolish the existing 101-year-old
home that currently sits on the lot
and create a single-family dwelling
on each of the newly divided proper-
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Dissolution
Fund Helps
MS Budget

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a special meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion Monday night, Board Presi-
dent Peter Goggi announced that
the board had received notifica-
tion that the dissolution fund
will be available for inclusion in
the 2004-2005 budget.

The fund was awarded to the
district for de-regionalization,
which took place in 1997. The
board was not optimistic that the
funds would be available for con-
sideration when presenting the
budget, but was pleasantly sur-
prised.

Mountainside’s School Busi-
ness Administrator, Paul Vissuzo,
met with Berkeley Heights
School Business Administrator
Bill Van Tassel to discuss soaring
tuition costs for Mountainside
students to attend Governor
Livingston High School. The two
reached an agreement, which will
reduce tuition by $256,000. Pre-
viously, the increase in tuition
alone was double the district’s 3
percent cap. Any savings experi-
enced due to the decrease in tu-
ition will also be passed on to the
taxpayer for tax relief.

The district received state aid
from the Spending Growth Limi-
tation Adjustment (SGLA) fund
in the amount of $190,716.

The board will submit a pre-
liminary 2004-2005 budget in
the amount of $11,339,435 to
the Union County Superinten-
dent of  Schools for approval
this week. The addition of the
SGLA fund and the dissolution
fund, the decrease in tuition and
the surplus brought the budget
down to the minimum and within
the 3 percent cap.

The next meeting of the board
will be Monday, March 8, at 8
p.m. at Deerfield School, at
which time the board will present
the budget to the public.

Four candidates have submit-
ted applications for a seat on the
Mountainside BOE. Vice Presi-
dent Sally Rivieccio and board
member Richard Kress will not

Town Budget
May Increase
Over 7 Percent

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Tuesday night, the entire
council took its first look at the
$29.97 million 2004 municipal
budget. The total budget is up
7.1 percent over last year.

Westfield residents could see
as much as a $220 tax increase
for the municipal portion of their
tax bill this year on the average
home assessed at $177,500.

Ninety percent of the town is
residential, and over 50 percent
of the budget is supported by
property tax collection. The larg-
est single tax contributor in town
is Lord & Taylor, which pays 3
percent of all taxes.

Operating expenses are up 8.9
percent over last year, with in-
surance costs rising 19.8 per-
cent. Additionally, the town has
to contribute $155,630 to the
police and fire pension funds for
the first time in several years.

The police department’s bud-
get is also up 37.6 percent over
last year. This includes increased
costs associated with the park-
ing department, the purchase of
four patrol cars, and computer
costs.

Town Administrator James
Gildea said he asked all depart-
ments to come in under budget,
adding that “cuts were made in
almost every department.”

He said that no services are
being cut, but that cuts were
made “based on historical spend-
ing.”

For budgetary purposes, sala-
ries and wages have been esti-
mated for the fire department
and Communication Workers of
America (CWA), whose con-
tracts are currently in negotia-
tion.

The town is receiving an addi-
tional $94,120 in state aid this
year. Last year, state aid was not
increased.

No money from the town’s
sale of assets account is being
used to offset the 2004 budget.
First Ward Republican Council-
man and Finance Committee
Chairman Peter Echausse said
the committee was concerned
about using a “one time revenue
to offset operating” expenses.

He said that without the use of
money from the sale of assets
account, it “provides a better
balanced budget moving for-
ward.”

The Finance Committee has
proposed the use of $3.5 million
in budget surplus, which would
leave a little over $1.5 million in
reserve. In 2003, $3.8 million
was used from surplus, and only
$3.5 million was regenerated.

First Ward Republican Coun-
cilman and Finance Committee
member Sal Caruana called it a
“much more fiscally responsible
approach.”

“I think we’re doing the right
thing here,” Fourth Ward Demo-
crat Councilman and Finance
Committee member Lawrence
Goldman said.

Members of the Finance Com-
mittee, as well as the rest of the

BOE Approves $71.7 Million Budget;
Avg. Homeowner to Pay Over $6,000

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
voted unanimously to approve a ten-
tative budget for the 2004-2005
school year at its meeting on Tues-
day.

The total proposed budget stands
at $71,710,802, a 6 percent increase
over the 2003-2004 spending plan.
Of the total budget, $65,163,192 will
be appropriated from the tax levy,
which will see an increase of
$3,738,528, or 6.08 percent.

Tax levy calculations are based on
the average assessed value of a home
in Westfield, which, according to the
board, is set at $180,000. A proposed
tax levy of $3.55 will be assessed on
every $100 of that $180,000 prop-
erty value.

A Westfield resident with a house
valued at $180,000 will pay $6,390
towards the school district’s 2004-
2005 budget. This represents an in-
crease of $342 over last year’s bud-
get.

“It’s a small amount of money for

homeowners,” said board Vice-Presi-
dent Anne Riegel.

Taxation is based on individual
property values, so Westfield resi-
dents will pay more or less than the
$6,390 proposed tax levy, depending
on the value of their property.

State aid, which increased unex-
pectedly by 3 percent over last year,
will account for $4,821,240 of this
year’s proposed budget. The current
fund balance of $1,063,858 will be
added to next year’s budget, as well
as $295,435 in Extraordinary Aid
granted to cope with growing enroll-
ment.

Miscellaneous revenues account
for $367,077 of the budget, down
$96,097 from last year.

Now that the tentative budget has
been approved, the board may not
increase the total amount in the bud-
get. It can, however, remove expen-
ditures from the budget and reallo-
cate funds within the approved cap
of $71,710,802.

A public hearing on the budget
will take place on Monday, March

29, at 8 p.m. at the administration
building at 302 Elm Street. The board
announced its intent to publish the
budget in the Thursday, March 25
edition of The Westfield Leader, as
per state law.

The district hired an outside con-
tractor to evaluate the school’s com-
puter network and will meet tonight,
Thursday, March 4, in a private ses-
sion to hear suggestions on how to
better meet the district’s computing
needs.

The board will further discuss the
purchase of 150 laptops for teachers
at Westfield High School (WHS), an
expenditure that board member Kim-
berly Rhodes is “not 100 percent
convinced” is necessary.

Board member Julia Walker ex-
pressed concerns about whether or
not WHS teachers are taking advan-
tage of the laptops available now,
saying, “I haven’t gotten the impres-
sion that all of the teachers are using
them.”

Board President Arlene Gardner
stressed the need for further discus-
sion of the issue, telling the board, “I
don’t think we can stand still on
technology.”

The board’s Finance Committee

Benjamin B. Corbin  for The Westfield Leader
READING IS FUN-DAMENTAL...New Jersey’s First Lady, Dina Matos
McGreevey, wife of Governor James McGreevey, reads to students at Franklin
Elementary School on Monday.
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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23
•  Janice Lorenc, 23, of Westfield

was arrested and charged with hin-
dering apprehension for allegedly
identifying herself as someone else
following a motor vehicle stop at
South Avenue and Crossway Place.
Police said Lorenc was driving with
a suspended license. She was re-
leased after being issued summones.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
•  A Kimball Avenue resident re-

ported that his motor vehicle sus-
tained numerous scratches and dents
to its entire left side while parked
outside his residence.

•  A Twin Oaks Terrace resident
reported the unauthorized use of her
VISA debit card, on which several
illegal transactions were charged to
her account in Mexico.

•  Debra Dowling, 46, of Westfield
was charged with one count of shop-
lifting $794.94 worth of clothing from
a North Avenue store. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance.

•  Keith Tasnady, 45, of Clark was
arrested on charges of disorderly
conduct, driving while intoxicated
and refusal to take a breathalyzer test
in the 300 block of Windsor Avenue.
He was subsequently released to a
responsible party.

•  Police arrested Sharon Feggans,
28, of Piscataway and Charles
Feggans, 65, of Elizabeth on charges
of theft by deception and forgery in
connection with the theft of checks
from a business on Springfield Av-
enue. Both were also wanted on
multiple contempt of court warrants
from area towns.

Sharon Feggans was released after
posting $392 bail, while Charles
Feggans was being held in lieu of
$2,500 bail.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26
•  A West Broad Street resident

reported that landscaping equipment
was stolen from a trailer parked on
East South Avenue.

•  The Westfield Board of Educa-
tion reported the theft of a hydraulic
snowplow hoist from one of its trucks
at the board’s Elm Street building.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27
•  A Nokia cellular telephone was

reported stolen from an unlocked
truck in the 700 block of West Broad
Street.

•  A Rahway Avenue resident re-
ported the theft of $1,300 worth of
jewelry from the bedroom of her
residence.

•  A cappuccino machine was re-
ported stolen during a burglary at a
Springfield Avenue residence.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 29
•  Michael Rietzke, 23, of Cranford

was arrested on Raritan Road in Clark
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated. He also was subsequently
charged with refusal to take a
breathalyzer test. He was released on
his own recognizance to a respon-
sible party.

Police Charge
Women With
Prostitution

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Two people were
arrested on prostitution charges Fri-
day evening after Westfield police
detectives executed a search warrant
at an East South Avenue massage
business.

According to Lieutenant John
Parizeau of the Westfield Police
Department, authorities had received
information over the past month con-
cerning alleged prostitution activity
at the establishment, called Hands
For Purity. The search warrant was
executed at 8 p.m.

Erin Krantz, 28, of Cliffside Park
and Siomara Fontana, 43, of Newark
were taken into custody at that time.
Each was charged with prostitution
and held on $200 bail, Lieutenant
Parizeau said.

The lieutenant also confirmed that
rooms inside the business were
equipped with surveillance cameras,
and that authorities had seized hard
drives for the units, which they
planned to review.

Hillside Teenager Injured
 At Gathering in Westfield

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A 16-year-old
Hillside youth was injured late Sat-
urday night during an altercation that
occurred during a large gathering in
the 1000 block of Central Avenue in
Westfield.

Police responded to a fight in
progress shortly before midnight at
the Masonic Temple, which had been
rented for the evening for a function
that was attended by approximately
200 people.

Lieutenant Parizeau stated that
upon their arrival, police found the
crowd unruly and attempted to dis-
perse it, at which time people began
throwing things at the officers. He
added that Clark Township and Union
County police were called in to assist
Westfield officers in controlling the
situation. No arrests were made.

The injured teenager reported be-
ing slashed or stabbed in the arm
with either a knife or a box cutter. He
was transported to Union Hospital,
where he was treated and released.

Lieutenant Parizeau revealed that
the function had been promoted by

an individual through flyers that were
distributed at Plainfield High School.
No further details about the event
were available.

ternative.
“Our parks are grossly overpopu-

lated with geese. This is no longer a
migratory bird. They come here,
they live, they breathe, and they
destroy the parks. Recently, we
found out that geese can be carriers
of the bird flu. What we’re doing is
trying to improve our parks and
trying to do it in a more humane
way,” he commented.

In other county news, there was
an important announcement regard-
ing the juvenile detention center.
After much delay, the county will
finally purchase a piece of property
to construct a new center to house
minors. The cost of the property is
approximately $4 million.

The property is located at 1075
Edward Street in Linden, and the
county hopes to begin construction
by the end of the year. When the
project is complete, the new facility
should be able to house more than
80 youths at one time.

This announcement will likely
relieve many county residents fa-
miliar with the current detention
center’s plight. The board had been
criticized in recent years for what
was perceived as a grossly inad-
equate detention center. Problems
with the present facility have
ranged from overpopulation to
faulty equipment to poor supervi-
sion.

The center came to the forefront
in May of 2003 when Edward
Sinclair, one of the youths at the
center, was found hung in his cell.
That incident appears to have

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Plans for Deer, Geese Management
Detailed by County Freeholder Bd.

spurred Union County to step up its
efforts in finding a new facility, and
now it seems that is one step closer.

At his inauguration as Freeholder
Chairman, Angel Estrada expressed
that one of his goals was a new
juvenile detention center, and he
echoed those sentiments in announc-
ing the purchase of the land.

“The construction of the new fa-
cility is a top priority of the free-
holder board,” he said.

The board also bid farewell to
Freeholder Nicholas Scutari, who
will leave the board to devote his
attention to serving as state senator.
Each of his colleagues took the time
to express their gratitude for his
years of service on the board. He
was also presented with a special
plaque.

“He has a lot of great time that he
has given to the citizens of Union
County, and he will continue to do
so as a senator,” said Chairman
Estrada.

Freeholder Scutari expressed his
thanks to the freeholders and county
employees, and he added that his
experience in the county has been
overwhelmingly positive.

“I feel strongly that this board has
always taken the appropriate ac-
tion. It hasn’t always pleased every-
one, but I believe that’s the measure
of an elected official – that they feel
as though they can look in the mir-
ror at the end of the evening and say,
‘You know, I think we made the
right decision, and I think we’re
moving in the right direction,’” he
commented.

TV-36 to Feature Program
On WF Teacher Training

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School TV-36 will broadcast a
panel discussion entitled
“Westfield Teachers: Lifelong
Learners” beginning on Tuesday,
March 9, through Monday, March
22.

The 20-minute informative dis-
cussion on the benefits of profes-
sional development for teachers
will be shown Tuesdays at 11
a.m. and 7 p.m.; Thursdays at 2
p.m. and 10 p.m.; Saturdays at
10 a.m. and 7 p.m.; and Sundays
at 4 p.m.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley hosts the panel that
includes Assistant Superintendent
of Curriculum and Instruction
Janie Edmonds, Westfield High
School Social Studies teacher Bob
Pasternak, Edison Intermediate
School Language Arts teacher Su-
san Moore, and Washington El-
ementary School third grade

teacher Elizabeth Soriero.
Ms. Soriero, a first-year teacher

in Westfield, and Mr. Pasternak,
in his third year in the district,
reflect on the introductory train-
ing they received in the Westfield
school system and how it affects
their ability as teachers.

Dr. Edmonds and Ms. Moore,
who with a team of other veteran
staff members, create workshops
for the Westfield New Teacher
Institute, discuss the philosophy
and focus of the program.

“In the recent community sur-
vey, Westfield residents made it
clear that teacher training is a
priority,” stated Dr. Foley. “We
hire approximately 60 to 70 teach-
ers a year, making training of our
new teachers a significant effort.”

“We also provide professional
development to all of our teachers
through various programs during
the year,” added Dr. Foley.

SPECIAL DELIVERY…In preparation for Youth Art Month, Jefferson El-
ementary School parent Marcee Rogers, left, and Westfield Public Schools Fine
Arts secretary Trish Cheek load student art for delivery to downtown stores for
their window displays.

Audrey Cavanaugh
Yoga Teacher &

Meditation Instructor

will lead noontime
yoga classes at

Unity Yoga
beginning March 9th

ties. The new building lots needed no
variances.

In February, Betty List of Westfield
strongly opposed the division stating
that as a member of the Westfield
Preservation Committee she was
against the demolition of the house.
She pleaded with the board to acti-
vate some type of ruling to avoid the
same thing from happening in the
future with developers. She added
that there were many people inter-
ested in purchasing the old house
and restoring it, but that the devel-
oper outbid all of them.

Mr. Pijanowski did address the
board at the February meeting re-
garding his application, stating that
he felt it was much too costly to
move the existing house and then try
to update it. He noted that the house
needed all new windows, bathrooms,
lighting systems, a heating system
and a new updated kitchen.

He also stated that in his business,
he preserves as many old homes as
possible, telling the board that he
preserves approximately 75 percent
of all older homes that he purchases.
He added that in this case, the home
just needed too much work in addi-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Temporary Trailers Granted
For Wilson, Tamaques School

tion to the high cost of moving it.
After a brief executive session held

at the February meeting, the board did
approve the application, with the only
“no” vote coming from Fourth Ward
Republican Councilman James Foerst.

Board Chairman Jay Boyle noted,
however, that all proposed plans for
the new houses “be submitted to the
site plan review committee and the
Historic Preservation Committee.”

Also memorialized from last
month’s meeting was a subdivision
at 606 Cumberland Street where
owners Robert and Roseann Brennan
are planning to create two new lots
from a former single lot.

The next board meeting will be
held on Monday, April 5, at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS BOE
seek re-election. Board member
Raymond Haggar is seeking re-elec-
tion. Three additional candidates are
also seeking a seat on the board.
They are Michael Melengo, Gene
Nagel and Carmine Venes. Elections
will be held Tuesday, April 20.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
• Harassing phone calls where re-

ported by a business on South Av-
enue.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27
• Westfield Road resident reported

that approximately $1300.00 worth
of fraudulent charges where made to a
credit card in her name since Decem-
ber.

• Report of a Michael Lane resident
receiving several harassing phone
calls.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 29
• A Short Hills Lane resident reported

someone entered the residence and re-
moved a pocketbook with approxi-
mately$200.00 in cash and personal items
from inside, sometime in the early
evening.

MONDAY, MARCH 1
• Several residences in the area of

Swan Mill Lane were hit with paint balls
sometime overnight.

• A Michael Lane resident reported
his identity was used to secure the pur-
chase of a vehicle sometime in January,
at a car dealership out of town.

TUESDAY, MARCH 2
• Report of a 2002 BMW was stolen

from a driveway on Acacia Road some-
time overnight.

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

MOUNTAINSIDE

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28
•  A Lodi resident reported their Honda

stolen from the parking lot of Laffaire
after 11 p.m.

council, expressed unhappiness over
the impending tax increase.

Third Ward Republican Council-
man Andrew Skibitsky said that while
he is “troubled by the increase…I
don’t have the answers.”

“We went through line by line…I
don’t know where else we could
have cut,” remarked Third Ward Re-
publican Councilman and Finance
Committee member Mark Ciarrocca.

The council will take the next week
to review the budget, which could be
introduced as early as Tuesday, March
16.

In other business, the council ap-
proved an ordinance that will charge
a fee of $3,888.89 for the construc-
tion of each new residential unit built
in town, and a fee based on floor area
for non-residential construction.

The council delayed a vote that
would have allowed the mayor to
sign an agreement with the Westfield
Historical Society regarding lease of
the Edgar Reeve house on Mountain
Avenue.

The agreement is for an 18-month
lease that would give the Historical
Society access to the house and give
it the opportunity to raise funds to
renovate it.

Edgar Reeve willed the house to
the town for government or chari-
table purposes.

The matter had been discussed last
year, but the council’s three new
members are not familiar with the
issue. Members of the Historical
Society will be present at next week’s
meeting to discuss the lease with the
council.

At the start of the council meeting,
members of the council and the pub-
lic sang Happy Birthday to Westfield
resident Ernest Winter, who will turn
102 on Thursday, March 11.

Mr. Winter, who was born on First
Street in Westfield, told the council
that the current site of the high school
was once his grandfather’s farm.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

LEARNING ABOUT THE NATION…During “Curriculum Night” at McKinley
Elementary School in Westfield, adults and parents participated in activities to
enrich knowledge about the United States and to reflect the evening’s theme, “From
Sea to Shining Sea.” Pictured, left to right, are: students, Cagla Yavuz, Helen
Delpopolo, Jeremie DeDea and Anthony Parker, with fifth grade teacher Kathleen
Cook, McKinley Principal Claudia Andreski, and art teacher Alison Hooper.

FW Fire Company
Seeks Donations
For Local Family

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Fire
Company is seeking donations for a
family with a three-year-old daughter
who lost their home and all of their
possessions to fire. Donations can be
sent to the Fanwood Volunteer Fire
Company at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, in care of “Fire.”

Anyone wishing to make a personal
donation to the family can deliver it to
the firehouse between 9 a.m. and 12
p.m. or 4 and 8 p.m. on Thursday or
Friday, March 4 and 5.

The fire company asks that Fanwood
residents show each other the true mean-
ing of a small town community by
helping fellow residents.

For more information contact the
Fanwood Fire Company at (908) 322-
7020 or Marc Donnadio at (908) 322-
4235.

already voted to cut $15,000 for train-
ing on the new laptops on the recom-
mendation of Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley, citing the
high level of general computer profi-
ciency among the staff at WHS. Board
members were also able to cut
$11,703 from staff dental insurance
across the district.

The $26,703 acquired from the
above cuts will be redistributed to
the athletic department. The funds
will be put towards additional coaches
for varsity softball, varsity baseball
and varsity football, as well as the
WHS ice hockey team, which will
receive $6,462 in funding.

The funding for ice hockey repre-
sents the first half of a two-year
commitment on the part of the board
to “take care of everything except for
the ice time,” according to Ms.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF School Bd. OK’s $71.7 Million
Budget; Avg. Homeowner Sees Hike

Rhodes.
The funding was granted to the

team in response to the funding re-
quest made by players and parents at
least week’s board meeting.

“We saw the commitment of the
players and the parents on the team,”
said Mrs. Riegel.

The addition of the new varsity
coaches and the increased funding
for the ice hockey team means the
athletics budget will benefit from a
5.37 percent increase over last year’s
budget.

The community will vote on
whether or not to approve the board’s
proposed budget on Tuesday, April
20, when the annual school board
elections will also take place. The
deadline for candidates to register is
Monday, March 22.

This year, the three incumbents
whose terms are expiring, Richard
Solomon, Julia Walker and Ginny
Leiz, will run unopposed. Ms.
Gardner congratulated the three on
their continuing terms, telling the
board, “This gives us great continu-
ity.”

The board is considering the pos-
sibility of allowing T-Mobile, one of
the nation’s leading wireless provid-
ers, to put cellular antennae at Wil-
son Elementary School and Edison
Intermediate School.

The antennae would generate close
to $100,000 per year for the district.
Board Secretary Robert Berman is
investigating various aesthetic op-
tions for the antennae. The board
decided to add further discussion of
the cellular antennae to a future
agenda.

SPRING FUNDRAISER…The Summit Speech School’s 14th Annual Spring
Benefit will feature interior designer Greg Jordan on Tuesday, March 30, at
Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club in Bedminster. The luncheon presentation will
begin at 10 a.m. and the dinner presentation will be held at 6 p.m. Pictured, left
to right, are: Chairwoman Lisa Haarmann with student Santi Butler, commit-
tee member Hillary Weldon of Westfield with pupil Audrey Washuta, and
committee member Jennifer Colamedici of Westfield with Joel Salgado. For
more information, please call (908) 508-0495.

Horace R. Corbin  for The Westfield Leader
ELECTION PREP...Assemblywoman Linda Stender, left, and Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr talk with Democrat Seventh Congressional District candidate
Steve Brozak of Westfield at a fundraising dinner on Thursday night.
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Lack of Handicapped Accessibility at Coles School
Angers Resident; District Earns More State Aid
By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains resident John Feely
confronted the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education on
Thursday night about the lack of
handicapped accessibility at Coles
Elementary School.

During the first public comment
portion of the regular public meet-
ing, Mr. Feely addressed the board
about the insufficient sidewalk and
curb access for his son’s wheelchair.

“The (SP-F school district’s) mis-
sion says ‘every student,’ but I am
beginning to wonder about handicap
and special needs children,” he said.

Mr. Feely said he felt that the
board was ignoring his inquiries since
he has expressed his concern to the
board for the past year.

“I am risking my son to extreme
danger,” said Mr. Feely, who escorts
his son from their home on Aberdeen
Road to Coles School on Kevin Road.

Mr. Feely said most days when
there is no snow on the ground there
is little problem pushing the wheel-
chair to the school door, but in bad
weather it is more of an issue, not
withstanding the everyday danger he
faces with cars pulling up to the
school to drop children off.

Mr. Feely also said that unlike

other schools in the district, Coles
did not have an easily accessible “cut
out” for him to push the wheelchair
onto school property. He said that he
has contacted the district and admin-
istrators about this problem, but has
been continually ignored.

“I am angered at the indifference
of this body,” he told the board.

Board members apologized for
having “dropped the ball” on this

important issue and promised to have
a solution as soon as possible.

In other matters, Business Admin-
istrator Anthony Del Sordi announced
that the school district will receive
an additional $120,000 in state fund-
ing for the 2004-2005 school year.

The district will also have an op-
portunity to receive even more com-
pensation through rewards programs.
Superintendent Dr. Carol Choye plans

to prepare applications for funding
for the district’s after-school pro-
gram and pre-school program.

The outcome of the applications
will not be known, however, until
after the board adopts the budget, but
it should be before the public hearing
at the end of March.

Since the complaints at the last
board meeting about the condition of

Court Dismisses
Discrimination
Lawsuit in SP

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

A superior court judge last
week dismissed a reverse racial
discrimination lawsuit filed by
four Scotch Plains police offic-
ers against the township police
department, its current police
chief and his predecessor.

Judge Edward Beglin, Jr., who
recently retired from the bench
but was recalled to complete the
disposition of the suit, dismissed
the lawsuit on February 24. He
said that the four officers, all of
whom are white, had failed to
prove that they had been dis-
criminated against by Police
Chief Marshall Nelson, an Afri-
can-American, and former Chief
Thomas O’Brien and failed to
show any adverse effects on their
employment in the aftermath of
being reprimanded.

The officers – Kevin
Lonergan, Brian Cheney, Mat-
thew Fugett and Brian Garbinski
– filed the lawsuit in August
2000, four months after an April
2, 2000 motor vehicle stop on
Martin Avenue in Fanwood of a
car occupied by four African-
American men.

The officers claimed that Chief
Nelson, then a Captain, improp-
erly reprimanded them for their
performance on the night of the
incident, saying excessive force
had been used, and had made
racially-biased comments on the
manner in which they handled
the stop of the vehicle.

The officers’ lawsuit also

Freeholders Detail Deer, Geese Management
Plans; Land Purchased for Detention Center

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders announced two sepa-
rate plans relating to wildlife control
in county parks.

The first plan calls for a new deer
management program, while the sec-
ond calls for the county to revisit the
controversial program regarding
geese control. It is this second pro-
gram that has sparked renewed con-
sternation for some county residents.

In a press release, the board de-
tailed how they will attempt to con-

trol the overabundance of deer in the
Watchung Reservation. The county
has hired 12 marksmen, who previ-
ously participated in the last deer
management program. Those hunters
would have completed the program
by March 3, and the end result would
be the delivery of venison to the Com-
munity FoodBank of New Jersey for
their distribution to needy people.

The board also plans to address the
once-again growing geese popula-
tion at county parks. Last year, the
county initiated a controversial
“geese gassing” program, which was

aimed at reducing the amount of
Canadian geese residing in the parks.
The plan drew the ire of many local
residents.

Not much has changed in a year, as
the freeholders once again came un-
der fire at the February 26 regular
meeting for their latest plans involv-
ing the geese.

Clark resident Carol Collins told
the board that she had contacted the
Somerset Patriots, a minor league
baseball team based in Bridgewater.
The team’s facility has experienced
similar problems with geese, but they
use “corrugated plastic outlines of
dogs” to ward off the geese.

Ms. Collins added that the county
should utilize S.L.A.P. workers to
construct the dog outlines, stating
that, “this would be an alternative to
having these geese gassed.”

Kerry Blanchard of Rahway was
outraged that the Freeholders were
once again revisiting this program.
She added that Morris County “ha-
rassed” the geese to get them to leave,
and that dogs were the most common
animals used in the harassment.

“Dog harassment is extremely ef-
fective. It has been used for years,
and it is a proven method of control,”
explained Ms. Blanchard.

She also distributed fliers to all
members of the public. According to
the copy obtained by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, the flier called
for a demonstration before the Thurs-
day, March 11, freeholder meeting.

“They (geese) have many admi-
rable traits similar to human beings,
and we are killing them for being
social beings because they find our

parks as attractive as we do,” opined
Ms. Blanchard.

County Manager George Devanney
detailed ongoing studies to figure
how best to control the population,
and reported that the county has de-
veloped a solution that would benefit
multiple parties. He also explained
that the geese would not simply be
disposed of as people may think.

According to Mr. Devanney, the
geese will go to a poultry processing
plant, with the meat eventually distrib-
uted to the homeless shelters. He fur-
ther added that the egg-addling pro-
gram which began last year would
continue.

Mr. Devanney felt that the geese have
once again become a huge problem in
Union County and that population con-
trol is the only viable alternative.

“Our parks are grossly overpopu-
lated with geese. This is no longer a
migratory bird. They come here, they
live, they breathe, and they destroy
the parks. Recently, we found out that
geese can be carriers of the bird flu.
What we’re doing is trying to improve
our parks and trying to do it in a more
humane way,” he commented.

In other county news, there was an
important announcement regarding the
juvenile detention center. After much
delay, the county will finally purchase
a piece of property to construct a new
center to house minors. The cost of the
property is approximately $4 million.

The property is located at 1075
Edward Street in Linden, and the
county hopes to begin construction
by the end of the year. When the
project is complete, the new facility

Porter, Nowlin, Dolan
To Run Unopposed
For SP-F School Bd.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Lance Porter and Craig Nowlin
will run unopposed for the two Scotch
Plains Board of Education Seats. Pat
Hoynes-O’Connor from Fanwood
will not be seeking re-election, and
Seamus Dolan will run unopposed
for the Fanwood seat.

Mr. Porter is himself a graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
He and his wife, Sharynn, have two
children.

This will be Mr. Porter’s third term
on the board.

Mr. Nowlin and his wife Joanne
have been residents of Scotch Plains
for over 10-years. Mr. Nowlin was
first elected to the board in 2001.

Previous to serving on the board
Mr. Nowlin was active in the Parent
Teacher Association (PTA).

Mr. Dolan has been a Fanwood
resident for nine years. He and his
wife Elizabeth have two daughters.

A stay at home dad, Mr. Dolan
holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Economics from Rutgers University.
He was previously employed by
Mobil Oil for eight years where he
oversaw 150 employees and worked
on budgets and pricing. He feels that
his experience in the corporate field
qualifies him to help with the school
board’s large budget.

“I think I can make an improve-
ment,” Mr. Dolan said.

SID to Present
Final Report

To SP Council
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

After six months of meet-
ings, the Special Improvement
District (SID) steering commit-
tee voted on Tuesday night to
approve its final report and for-
ward it to the Scotch Plains
Township Council for review
and, hopefully, eventual enact-
ment of an ordinance formally
establishing a SID in the down-
town business district.

Later that same evening, the
council agreed to include a
$10,000 appropriation in the
2004 municipal budget as a
contribution toward the SID’s
first-year operating budget.

At its 21st meeting since its
formation last summer, the com-
mittee voted unanimously, with
one abstention, to approve its
24-page report containing a sum-
mation of its recommendations
on the SID’s purposes, goals,
borders and levels of assessment
on commercial properties.

The group also approved the
composition of a 15-member
board of directors, one that will
be chosen so that all neighbor-
hoods and types of properties
within the SID are adequately
represented.

It is expected that the council
will have a copy of the final
report by mid-month so council
members can discuss the details
before moving forward with the
introduction of the appropriate
ordinance creating the SID.

Calling the votes on Tuesday
evening “a hard-won agree-
ment,” Seth Grossman, the con-
sultant hired by the township to
help guide the steering com-
mittee through its deliberations,
said the 10-member group had
“taken a bold move to bring
back the lobbying power and
organizational power of the
business community.”

Steve Goldberg, the President
of the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association who
chaired the steering committee,
said he was “proud we all came
together as a team,” despite “10
very different personalities com-
ing from different directions.”

Except for a few minor
changes, the final report is what
was presented to the business
community at a meeting two
weeks ago at Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club.

The SID would be managed
by a nonprofit corporation that
would hire a professional man-
ager at a proposed salary of about
$50,000, which would make up
the bulk of the initial year’s
$78,350 budget. The SID would
be involved, at the outset, pri-
marily in promoting downtown
Scotch Plains, with $10,000 of
the budget earmarked for this
purpose, as well as business re-
cruitment and retention. Another
$12,000 of the initial budget
would be spent hiring someone
to seek out and apply for state,
county and federal grants.

The budget will be funded
via a six-tiered flat rate for-
mula, in which properties val-
ued up to $100,000 would pay
an annual fee of $250; proper-
ties between $101,000 and

SP-F BOE Budget Totals $60
Million; 7.7 Percent Increase

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education discussed final aspects of
the 2004-2005 budget on Tuesday night
in order to be able to adopt the tentative
budget on Tuesday, March 9.

The budget total currently sits at
$60,021,717, a 7.7 percent increase
from last year’s budget. Human Re-
source Director Randall Kanter
spoke about spending for salaries
and benefits where most of the bud-
get is allocated. “The school budget
equals the people,” Mr. Kanter said,
“Money goes to the people who
work for the district.”

Sixty-four percent of the budget is
estimated for salaries for teachers,
coaches, non-instructional staff and
administrators. Another 16 percent
is designated for benefits including
health insurance (which saw 20 per-
cent increases from last year), social
security payments and pension de-
posits.

As for the money budgeted for
salaries, approximately $38 mil-
lion, 73 percent is for teachers
alone. “Most of the money goes
into the classroom...you can see
where our priorities are,” Mr. Kanter
said.

The district has approximately 700
salaried employees. The 2004-2005
budget is allowing for seven new
teachers which will probably be
needed in McGinn Elementary,

Terrill Middle School and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, ac-
cording to Business Administrator
Anthony Del Sordi, who also antici-
pates an increase of at least 100 new
students next year throughout the
district, which currently contains
5,007 students.

With more students in the dis-
trict, adding teachers maintains the
average class sizes of less than 25
students per kindergarten through
third grade class; 23 to 26 students
per fourth and fifth grade class; and
25 to 30 kids in sixth through
twelfth grade.

The board also examined the al-
location of substitute teachers in
the district, which is a subject that
has risen at recent meetings.
Roughly $400,000 is allotted for
substitutes, which is less than 1
percent of the budgeted salaries;
each school year needs about 1,600
“man-days.”

At an initial glance some board
members felt this was an area to
try to narrow even more, but after
closer examination, Mr. Kanter
estimated that this allowed ap-
proximately two and half sick or
personal days per teacher in the
district. Superintendent Dr. Carol
Choye attested to the successful
utilization of substitute teachers
in the classroom.

The administration recently cut
$697,759 in order to bring the budget

to its current standing. Areas such as
computer leases, modifications on
salaries, reduction of additional staff
and maintenance supplies were cut
back.

But as board member Edward
Saridaki pointed out, “The micro
details aren’t worth it at this point...we
vote on the tax levy,” he said.

The total dollar amount is a set
number which the community will
vote on, but the board can later make
decisions to distribute money where
it is most needed.

The administrators graphed the
allocation of budget increases and
after factoring in elements that the
board has little control over such as
mandated salary increases, benefits,
out-of-district tuition and transpor-
tation, board members figured that
they had control over 4 percent of
budget increases which had to cover
all other areas including textbooks,
curriculum development and sup-
plies.

The district recently received an
additional $120,000 from the state of
New Jersey.

As for tax increases, the district
has yet to receive information
about “extraordinary aid” that
could affect, and hopefully lower,
the tax rate, said Mr. Del Sordi.
This information is not expected
to be received until after the board
adopts the budget, but before the
public hearing on Tuesday, March
30.

The board will tentatively adopt
the 2004-2005 budget at the Open
Agenda Meeting on Tuesday, March
9 at 7:30 p.m.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
DEMOCRATS UNITE...Local Democrats came together last Thursday night to
honor new Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, second from right. Pictured from left
to right are: Westfield Democrat Chairman Kenneth Rotter, Joan Wheeler,
Michael LaPola, Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Mayor Mahr and Dan Zucker.

Brooks Crandall  for The Times
NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS...Fanwood residents departed for Atlantic City on Saturday sponsored by the
Policeman’s Benevolence Association, as a fundraiser for Fanwood resident Robert Cleary who suffers from
adrenoleukodystrophy, a life threatening genetic disease.
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FW Fire Company
Seeks Donations
For Local Family

FANWOOD – The Fanwood
Fire Company is seeking dona-
tions for a family with a three-
year-old daughter who lost their
home and all of their possessions
to fire. Donations can be sent to the
Fanwood Volunteer Fire Company
at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, in care of “Fire.”

Anyone wishing to make a per-
sonal donation to the family can
deliver it to the firehouse between
9 a.m. and 12 p.m. or 4 and 8 p.m.
on Thursday or Friday, March 4
and 5.

The fire company asks that
Fanwood residents show each other
the true meaning of a small town
community by helping fellow resi-
dents.

For more information contact
the Fanwood Fire Company at
(908) 322-7020 or Marc Donnadio
at (908) 322-4235.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23
• Janice Lorenc, 23, of Westfield was

arrested and charged with hindering ap-
prehension for allegedly identifying her-
self as someone else following a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Cross-
way Place. Police said Lorenc was driv-
ing with a suspended license. She was
released after being issued summones.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
• A Kimball Avenue resident reported

that his motor vehicle sustained numer-
ous scratches and dents to its entire left
side while parked outside his residence.

• A Twin Oaks Terrace resident re-
ported the unauthorized use of her VISA
debit card, on which several illegal trans-
actions were charged to her account in
Mexico.

• Debra Dowling, 46, of Westfield
was charged with one count of shoplift-
ing $794.94 worth of clothing from a
North Avenue store. She was released on
her own recognizance.

• Keith Tasnady, 45, of Clark was
arrested on charges of disorderly con-
duct, driving while intoxicated and re-
fusal to take a breathalyzer test in the
300 block of Windsor Avenue. He was
subsequently released to a responsible
party.

• Police arrested Sharon Feggans, 28,
of Piscataway and Charles Feggans, 65,
of Elizabeth on charges of theft by de-
ception and forgery in connection with
the theft of checks from a business on
Springfield Avenue. Both were also
wanted on multiple contempt of court
warrants from area towns.

Sharon Feggans was released after
posting $392 bail, while Charles Feggans
was being held in lieu of $2,500 bail.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26
• A West Broad Street resident re-

ported that landscaping equipment was
stolen from a trailer parked on East
South Avenue.

• The Westfield Board of Education
reported the theft of a hydraulic snow-
plow hoist from one of its trucks at the
board’s Elm Street building.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27
• A Nokia cellular telephone was re-

ported stolen from an unlocked truck in
the 700 block of West Broad Street.

• A Rahway Avenue resident reported
the theft of $1,300 worth of jewelry from
the bedroom of her residence.

• A cappuccino machine was reported
stolen during a burglary at a Springfield
Avenue residence.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 29
• Michael Rietzke, 23, of Cranford

was arrested on Raritan Road in Clark
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated. He also was subsequently charged
with refusal to take a breathalyzer test.
He was released on his own recogni-
zance to a responsible party.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

claimed that, despite then-Chief O’Brien
being made aware of then-Captain
Nelson’s unprofessional conduct, no
measures were taken against Captain
Nelson, who was promoted to Police
Chief two years ago and filed a countersuit
against the officers in early 2001.

In a 20-page decision, Judge Beglin,
who served as Union County Assignment
Judge prior to his retirement in January,
said “nothing has been offered to suggest
either supervision or discipline has been
meted out in other than a racially even-
handed fashion with the department over
the years,” despite Mr. Lonergan’s claim
that Captain Nelson had reprimanded him
prior to the April 2000 incident for two
other instances of vehicle stops involving
African-Americans.

Judge Beglin also stated that the of-
ficers’ claims of negative effects on
their employment in the wake of their
verbal reprimand by Captain Nelson
was not supportable because the evi-
dence “does not show they suffered any
adverse employment action, nor that
they were treated differently than simi-
larly situated black officers or that any
of the alleged employment actions were
retaliatory in nature.”

The judge added, “Reprimands, even
when written, do not constitute adverse
employment action unless they produce

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Superior Court Judge Dismisses
Discrimination Lawsuit in SP

some material changes in the terms and
conditions of employment.”

Reviewing the employment histories
of the four officers, all of whom remain
with the police department, Judge Beglin
could find no instance where their em-
ployment had been adversely affected.

The four officers also claimed emo-
tional and psychological distress in the
aftermath of Nelson’s reprimand, but
Judge Beglin said any stresses that may
have been evident did not raise a severe
or disabling standard.

Township officials were grateful that
the lawsuit had been dismissed. Town-
ship Attorney Douglas Hansen told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times he was
“delighted the town has been vindi-
cated. Hopefully, this closes this matter
and we can now move on. We have a
good police department and we want to
keep it that way.”

He said it was “unfortunate these
officers chose (to file the suit in 2000),
but they have that right.”

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said he was “pleased” with the decision,
telling The Times he was “glad that at
this stage, the issues are hopefully be-
hind us so we can move forward.”

He added that he “always hoped and
felt that the allegations (in the officers’
lawsuit) were not valid.”

should be able to house more than 80
youths at one time.

This announcement will likely re-
lieve many county residents familiar
with the current detention center’s
plight. The board had been criticized
in recent years for what was per-
ceived as a grossly inadequate deten-
tion center. Problems with the present
facility have ranged from overpopu-
lation to faulty equipment to poor
supervision.

The center came to the forefront in
May of 2003 when Edward Sinclair,
one of the youths at the center, was
found hung in his cell. That incident
appears to have spurred Union
County to step up its efforts in find-
ing a new facility, and now it seems
that is one step closer.

At his inauguration as Freeholder
Chairman, Angel Estrada expressed
that one of his goals was a new juve-
nile detention center, and he echoed
those sentiments in announcing the
purchase of the land.

“The construction of the new facil-
ity is a top priority of the freeholder
board,” he said.

The board also bid farewell to Free-
holder Nicholas Scutari, who will
leave the board to devote his atten-
tion to serving as state senator. Each
of his colleagues took the time to
express their gratitude for his years
of service on the board. He was also
presented with a special plaque.

“He has a lot of great time that he
has given to the citizens of Union
County, and he will continue to do so
as a senator,” said Chairman Estrada.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Plans for Deer, Geese Management
Detailed by County Freeholder Bd.

Freeholder Scutari expressed his
thanks to the freeholders and county
employees, and he added that his
experience in the county has been
overwhelmingly positive.

“I feel strongly that this board has
always taken the appropriate action.
It hasn’t always pleased everyone,
but I believe that’s the measure of an
elected official – that they feel as
though they can look in the mirror at
the end of the evening and say, ‘You
know, I think we made the right deci-
sion, and I think we’re moving in the
right direction,’” he commented.

Hillside Teenager Injured
 At Gathering in Westfield

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — A 16-year-old
Hillside youth was injured late Sat-
urday night during an altercation that
occurred during a large gathering in

the 1000 block of Central Avenue in
Westfield.

Police responded to a fight in
progress shortly before midnight at
the Masonic Temple, which had been
rented for the evening for a function
that was attended by approximately
200 people.

Lieutenant Parizeau stated that
upon their arrival, police found the
crowd unruly and attempted to dis-
perse it, at which time people began
throwing things at the officers. He
added that Clark Township and Union
County police were called in to assist
Westfield officers in controlling the
situation. No arrests were made.

The injured teenager reported be-
ing slashed or stabbed in the arm
with either a knife or a box cutter. He
was transported to Union Hospital,
where he was treated and released.

Lieutenant Parizeau revealed that
the function had been promoted by
an individual through flyers that were
distributed at Plainfield High School.
No further details about the event
were available.

Police Charge
Women With
Prostitution

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — Two people were
arrested on prostitution charges Friday
evening after Westfield police detectives
executed a search warrant at an East
South Avenue massage business.

According to Lieutenant John Parizeau
of the Westfield Police Department, au-
thorities had received information over
the past month concerning alleged pros-
titution activity at the establishment,
called Hands For Purity. The search war-
rant was executed at 8 p.m.

Erin Krantz, 28, of Cliffside Park and
Siomara Fontana, 43, of Newark were
taken into custody at that time. Each was
charged with prostitution and held on
$200 bail, Lieutenant Parizeau said.

The lieutenant also confirmed that
rooms inside the business were equipped
with surveillance cameras and that au-
thorities had seized hard drives for the
units, which they planned to review.

Tufts Univ. Recognizes
Scotch Plains Students

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch
Plains residents David Baumwoll
and Tara Strogov have been placed
on the fall 2003 semester Dean’s
List at Tufts University in
Massachussetts.

Audrey Cavanaugh
Yoga Teacher &

Meditation Instructor

will lead noontime
yoga classes at

Unity Yoga
beginning March 9th

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
• Harassing phone calls where re-

ported by a business on South Av-
enue.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27
• Westfield Road resident reported

that approximately $1300.00 worth
of fraudulent charges where made to a
credit card in her name since Decem-
ber.

• Report of a Michael Lane resident
receiving several harassing phone
calls.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 29
• A Short Hills Lane resident reported

someone entered the residence and re-
moved a pocketbook with approxi-
mately$200.00 in cash and personal items
from inside, sometime in the early
evening.

MONDAY, MARCH 1
• Several residences in the area of

Swan Mill Lane were hit with paint balls
sometime overnight.

• A Michael Lane resident reported
his identity was used to secure the pur-
chase of a vehicle sometime in January,
at a car dealership out of town.

TUESDAY, MARCH 2
• Report of a 2002 BMW was stolen

from a driveway on Acacia Road some-
time overnight.

$200,000 would pay $550; those val-
ued between $201,000 and $300,000
would pay $800; properties between
$301,000 and $750,000 would pay
$1,250; those valued between $751,000
and $2 million would pay $1,500; and
properties valued above $2 million
would pay $2,000.

The boundaries of the SID will in-
clude Park Avenue from Route 22 to the
Fanwood border, East Second Street,
Front Street, Terrill Road between East
Second and Front Streets, Westfield
Avenue between Park Avenue and Union
Avenue and the blocks of Bartle Av-
enue, Forest Road, Church Street, Grand
Street, Mountain Avenue and Sunset
Place adjacent to Park Avenue.

Commercial properties on Front Street
and Terrill Road will not be assessed in
the SID’s first year of existence; the
steering committee expects those prop-
erties to begin paying to support the SID
in the second year.

Residential properties will be exempt
annually.

Later, at its conference meeting, the
Township Council, after hearing a brief
report from Councilwoman Nancy
Malool on the steering committee’s ear-
lier actions, came to a consensus on a
$10,000 contribution to the SID this
year. Given that the township owns sev-
eral properties within the SID bound-
aries, Mayor Martin Marks said the
$10,000 amount was “not a problem.”

He emphasized the council’s support
for the SID concept, saying that, after
several years of various aesthetic im-
provements, a SID was the next step in
reviving the downtown business district.

“Otherwise, we’ll go no further than
where we’ve come,” the mayor said.

Others on the council agreed, with
Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge saying
that the township’s financial contribution
will show the business community that
“we’re supporting them,” which is im-
portant since, she admitted, the “general
feeling is we don’t support them enough.”

Mayor Marks agreed with the assess-
ment, but countered that it wasn’t en-
tirely accurate. He noted that the town-
ship currently provides a “dispropor-
tionate amount of municipal services”
in the downtown area, including holi-
day decorations, fire inspections and
maintenance of what he stressed were
meter-free parking lots.

“We are, in effect, making contribu-
tions,” the mayor said.

Lisa Basile for The Times
INTENSE...Moviegoers crowded theatres last weekend to see The Passion of
The Christ by Mel Gibson. Pictured, above, viewers enter the Rialto Theatre in
Westfield last Sunday for a showing organized by the Knights of Columbus. See
the story on Page 3.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SID Report

Principal Dr. David Heisey Reports Names
Of Second Marking Period Pupils at SPFHS
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School Prin-
cipal Dr. David Heisey has an-
nounced the names of students
placed on the High Honor Roll and
Regular Honor Roll for the Second
Marking Period of the 2003-2004
academic year.

To qualify for the High Honor
Roll, pupils must earn straight “A’s”
if he/she is taking four or five sub-
jects, or at least five “A’s” and a
maximum of one “B”.

Regular Honor Roll recipients
must obtain no mark less than a “B”
and at least three “A’s”.

HIGH HONOR ROLL
38 FRESHMEN

Yeershati Ahati Allison Hoynes-O’Connor
Kristen Barry Matthew Huether
Courtney Berger Simone March
Lisa Bloom Lauren Messina
Kendall Boyda Kimberly Molnar
Colin Campbell Colin Moynihan
Diana Chaves Jonathan Parisi
Marissa Crawford Poojaben Patel
Alex Cvetovich Portia Price
Grant Darwin Heather Rodriguez
Karina De Mair Michelle Sanghera
Laurel Devlin Andre Smith
Annie Dong Stacey Tanguy
Morgan Finkel Stephen Wallden
Daisy Fung Eric Wasserman
Brittany Fusillo Kenneth Wasserman
Damian Gibbs Lauren Weissbrod
Mitchell Gorbunoff Allison Zazzali
Helen Han Jason Zelesnik

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
74 FRESHMEN

Lauryn Adams Christopher Luby
Lawrence Alcine Joy Lucey
Kimberlee Appezzato Jillian Lusk
Alison Baier Lauren Mains
Gregory Bayard Kristen Mandala
Joseph Bianco, 3rd Emily Mankoff
Amanda Bobyack Stacy Marr
Catherine Buro Julie Meurer
Cathleen Carr Nikki Moses
Ana Castillo Martin Njoroge
Nikolai Chowdhury Erin O’Connor
Kelly Frazee Heather Pasko
Jennifer Gaglioti Christopher Pflaum
Genevieve Gilroy Jeffrey Pober
Evan Goldsmith Christopher Polhamus
Casey Griffin Christopher Rau
Christina Guibas Alyssa Rodriguez
Magda Isack Fiorella Rotondi
Ashley Jacobi Kyle Rowbotham
Steven Jacobus Maetal Rozenberg
Justin Jaichon Melissa Rupnarain
Austin Jefferson Sean Scott

Cristin Joy Alexandra Sebolao
Catherine Kaiserman Michael Sherman
Brittany Kane Amanda Shukla
Eric Kaufman Tovi Spero
Nicole Kitts Lauren Spirko
Melissa Kliesch Ian Starker
Maggie Kosciolek Megan Swick
Alexander Kuhn Vincent Vicari
Colleen La Forge Kimberly Wellinger
Christopher Lacko Shannon Wildstein
Brittany Larkin Arianna Williams
Katherine Lauricella Tiffany Wong
Rachel Levy Lauren Wright
Jessica Lieberman Caleb Zimmerman
Jaclyn Lopez Jennifer Zimmermann

HIGH HONOR ROLL
29 SOPHOMORES

Allison Abbott Joseph Fallon
James Alfano Shemane Fritz
Saif Alzoobaee Andrew Gibson
Cheryl Beqaj David Ginsberg
Faye Bi Keila Guzman
Michael Bonacum Kristen Henkels
Kara Brass Gary Herzberg
Gregory Bruno Meaghan Kelly
Cleo Chou Caroline Lazur
Erin Crawford Matthew Linsenberg
Neil Dalal Raunaq Palejwala
Carolyn Di Prospero Danielle Porter
Aaron Doliber Stacey Subbie
Danielle Egan Katherine Van Haasteren

Katerina Wong

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
38 SOPHOMORES

Colleen Baines Daniel Ingram
Jennifer Bauer Catherine Jahn
Sarah Boffa Kelli Kaskiw
Elizabeth Bourchtein Kristen Kersey
Justine Brown Melissa Koerner
Courtney Burke Katelyn Kosenick
Robert Burke, Jr. Jessica Levine
Matthew Canfield Andrew Lipstein
Julianne Carman Rebecca Lundgren
Derrick Chen Rebecca McGuire
Soo Cho Ian McNally
Jessica Churgin David Mecca
Kayla Cicalese Kellie Meehan
Sarah Cohen Travis Morgan
Robert Dawson Jeffrey Mullen
Joshua Decker Christopher Nilsen
Caitlin Delaney Devang Patel
Kathryn Devlin Edward Ragan
Megan Domenick Thomas Ruggieri
Caitlin Driscoll Samantha Savino
Michelle Dsurney Katherine Schreiber
Kristen Dyson Amira Selim
Briana Falco Barry Shapiro
Gabrielle Falco Leah Siegal
Brian Glassett Justin Stoll
Andrew Goldberg Sam Tepper
Shannon Gomes Arthur Thomas, 3rd
Eboni Gonzalez Jason Thompson
Jeremy Grau Emily Wallden
Joshua Green Westley Waller, 3rd

Jonathan Greenspan Colin Weber
Sarah Halpern Matthew Wetlesen
Chelsea Holloway Andrew Wong
Julie Hyman Joshua Zinman

HIGH HONOR ROLL
41 JUNIORS

Robert Bethea Daniel La Forge
Carlene Bronikowksi Nora Lacko
Jenny Burke Jonathan Lorenzini
Matthew Capodicasa Kelly McManus
Jaclyn Costa Brooke Price
Elizabeth De Cataldo Jamie Quale
Jacqueline De John William Rollins
Elise De Vries Joanna Rosenberg
Daniel Deegan Justin Rowinsky
David Demair Jeremy Sanders
Elizabeth Elko Mary Shashaty
Marc Fabiano Michael Sheffield
Alexandra Fredas Brittany Speer
Johanna Ghabour Erica Stuppler
Rachel Goor Michelle Swick
Karina Gotliboym Nicole Tanguy
Laura Henderson Ryan Thompson
Denise Horn Heather Vitollo
Nora Isack Benjamin Vogel
Rebecca Koransky Amanda Walker

Brendan Weber

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
72 JUNIORS

Daniel Aronds Sean Mahoney
Lisa Bereznak Luke Makowski
Jessica Binkiewicz John Maloney
Matthew Bonasia John Mangan
Byard Bridge, 3rd Jennifer Marcketta
Aliza Burns Marissa Mastroianni
Krystina Byron Luis Mata
Tayler Cianciotta Kaitlyn Meredith
Amanda Cohen Amy Mills
Dori D’Aloisio Alan Neuhauser
Christine De Luca Feyisola Ogunfemi
Alexa Di Giorgio Vanessa Okoro
Rachel Dolgin Michael Paraboschi
Amy Drewes Ankit Patel
Janee Easley Lauren Perrotta
Corey Fineman David Rappaport
Kelsey Foy Matthew Richers
Jeannette Franzone Alyssa Robak
Mareike Friess Sean Robinson
Kerry Gander Max Rosenheck
Christine Gillie Christina Roth
Maura Gillooly Jennifer Roth
Octavia Gomes Anthony Saraceno
Eddie Han James Scalfaro
Laura Harrison Laura Schwahl
Aya Hasegawa Sarah Schwartz
David Hauptman Alyssa Shea
Katrina Henning Samuel Slaugh
Abraham Hiatt Jennifer Spiegel
Vester Howard Chloe Sundstrom
Casey Hoynes-O’Connor Sean Varsolona
Stephanie King Jennifer Villas
Hillary Klimowicz Carly Wells
Steven Kuza Derek Wood
Robert Lasher Katie Zaleski

Liliana Lee Bethany Zimmermann

HIGH HONOR ROLL
54 SENIORS

Flora Alexander Vincent Losavio
Kathryn Anaczkowski Krystal Libutti
Ryan Aspell Joseph Malchow
Kathryn Bantz Laura Manzi
Steven Barthe Andrea Meyer
Andre Baruch Amanda Miller
Sara Beckerman Jessie Montllor
Erica Bloom Scott Moynihan
Judith Brown Joshua Parker
Jessica Cavanaugh Kristopher Piccola
Ashley Cocuzza Scott Pober
Eric Connolly Varun Ponmudi
Alyson Di Fiore Matthew Powers
Caryn Feder Tracy Salmon
Dani Finkel Jeanne Schneider
Amanda Frank Victoria Shelus
Hoi Yan Fung Christine Sullivan
Robert Fusco Erin Sullivan
Kristi Gayara Stephen Tavares
Roseann Ghabour Dustin Tenenbaum
Hannah Greenspan Michael Thompson
Lauren Haertlein Adriana Toro
David Harris Jaclyn Tumolo
Ashley Jones Nancy Twu
Cheryl Kaplun Christopher Wallden
Jessica Kim Sara Woods
Kristyn Kosovan Richard Zebleckas, Jr.

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
63 SENIORS

Jeane Adams Laura Manziano
Meral Akyuz Jenna Marionni
Ricardo Arocha Robert Maroney
Charles Bachi Christa Marvelli
Nicholas Bagan Zachary McGuire
Kyle Baker Kyla Mendes
Nina Baker Chelsea Mintz
Kerolos Bernaba Jared Montagna
Travis Boff Jessica Neuringer
Kristen Bover Tuan Nguyen
Yiu Wah Cheung Hyojin Park
Eileen Cole Nathan Parker
Steven Cooney Jasmine Ruffin
Brian Coyle Joseph Ruggiero
Therese Cruz Christopher Russo
Kathleen Feeley Rosanna Ryskasen
Ronald Ferrara Allyson Salisbury
Lauren Fox Barie Salmon
Daniel Granda Juliana Sams
Irisa Grimes Kristin Schardien
David Harris Jessica Schink
Brittany Hessemer Caitlin Shevlin
Michael Hessemer Benjamin Solomon
Jeanne Jacob Danielle Stanley
Jamie Kaye Courtney Stewart
Daniel Kranz Marissa Tavares
Ilya Laskin Courtney Veeck
Morgan Larkin Talia Weinberg
Joshua Liss Allison Williams
Andrew Loomis Amanda Williams
Kimberly Lorenzini Aleza Zimmerman

Kathryn Ziman

SPFHS Alumni Assoc.
To Meet on March 16

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Alumni Association will hold its next
meeting on Tuesday, March 16, at 7:30
p.m. at Park Middle School in the new
gymnasium. The public is invited to at-
tend.

The members will watch a presenta-
tion by SPFHS Indoor Color Guard,
entitled “Bury My Lovely.” The program
will include dance, spinning, sabers and
rifles, set to taped music.

The 19 Indoor Color Guard members
are 14 to 18 years of age. The group is
ranked nationally in competition and
ranked third in regional competition.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Accessibility
Evergreen Elementary School, many
ceiling tiles, floor tiles and carpeting
have been replaced throughout the school.
The heating units have also been evalu-
ated and the air quality will continue to
be monitored, said Mr. Del Sordi.

Dr. Choye added, “We are going to be
systematically addressing these issues
in all of our schools.”

The board approved the participation
of high school students in a German
exchange program that allows students
to spend time in Germany, and German
students to spend time in Scotch-Plains
Fanwood High School. This program
has existed in past years, but has not had
participating students recently.

The board also moved to approve the
Long Range Facilities Plan, which con-
tains construction that has been com-
pleted in the past three years, but also
plans for repairs and building for the next
two years.

Roof work and plans for Evergreen
School repairs are a couple areas in-
cluded in the Long Range Facilities Plan,
according to Mr. Del Sordi. The plan will
be submitted to the Scotch Plains Plan-
ning Board and then to the state Depart-
ment of Education for approval; the dis-
trict will be applicable for state funding
to ease the costs.

The board will hold their open agenda
meeting and will also adopt the tentative
budget on Tuesday, March 9, at 7:30 p.m.
at Evergreen School.

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

MOUNTAINSIDE

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28
•  A Lodi resident reported their Honda

stolen from the parking lot of Laffaire
after 11 p.m.

College Club Plans
Sousa Discussion
FANWOOD – The College

Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
will present a program on
American composer and con-
ductor John Philip Sousa dur-
ing their meeting on Monday,
March 15, at 7:30 p.m. in the
library of Union Catholic Re-
gional High School, Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Barry Owen Furrer, a long-
time instrumental music
teacher in the Westfield school
district, will present an over-
view of Sousa’s life and career
to mark the 150th of the
musician’s birth. Mr. Furrer is
also a leading expert and pri-
vate collector of Sousa memo-
rabilia.

The meeting and program
are open to the public. For more
information, please call Nancy
at (908) 889-7624.

www.goleader.com
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Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CALL TO DUTY...The Westfield Fire Department responded to a home at 904
Boulevard when a fire started in the kitchen on Monday morning.

908-654-9380 in Westfield

Susan Petrick, MEd
Board Certified Educational Therapist

Targeted Baseline Testing & Research-Based Teaching

Please remember: NO Textbooks, Magazines,
Damaged Books, Condensed Books or Records

and OLD Encyclopedias

All Donations are Tax Deductible
and Benefit The Westfield Memorial Library

550 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ 07090

ANNUAL BOOK SALE
Friends of The Westfield Memorial Library

Tuesday, March 30th 9 AM - NOON

Donation Days:
Friday, March 26th NOON - 4:30 PM
Saturday, March 27th 9 AM - 4:30 PM

Sale Days:

(Membership may be purchased at the door)

Tuesday, March 30th - Open To The Public 2 PM - 8:30 PM
Wednesday, March 31st 9 AM - 8:30 PM
Thursday, April 1st 9 AM - 8:30 PM
Friday, April 2nd - Half Price Day 9 AM - 8:30 PM
Saturday, April 3rd - Bag Day 9 AM - 4:30 PM

MEMBER’S PREVIEW

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Garland “Bud” Boothe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GREAT DISCUSSIONS...Mr. George Melloan kicked off the popular Adult
School series, Great Discussions, Monday evening at the Westfield High School.
Adult school classes on many subjects are open to everyone in the region.
Catalogs for the Westfield Adult School are available in the sixteen libraries in
the county. For further information, please call (908) 232-4050.

Public Hearing Scheduled
For Communication Tower

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and  The Times

A public meeting will be held on
Monday, March 8, at 7 p.m. at
Fanwood Borough Hall to discuss
the proposed communications tower,
it was announced at Tuesday’s agenda
meeting of the Fanwood council.

The tower, which will be located
on borough grounds, is currently es-
timated to cost $127,485, and will
allow the police to properly use and
adequately protect their new com-
munications system.

Letters were mailed out to resi-
dents surrounding Borough Hall, in-
forming them of the meeting.

“Bids went out on March 1, sev-
eral companies are interested in do-
ing this, and bids will be brought in
on March 12,” Borough Clerk Eleanor
McGovern stated.

Previously, it was thought that an
outdoor utility shed would be neces-
sary to house the electrical equip-
ment necessary for the tower, but it
has now been decided that trenches
will be dug, leading the electrical
wires into the borough building,
where the equipment will be located.

In other business, at the suggestion
of Council President Katherine
Mitchell, a resolution will be read at
next Tuesday’s council meeting, ac-
knowledging the efforts of the po-
lice, fire and rescue squad in dealing
with the blaze at the Smith residence
on North Avenue.

“I had not seen our firemen at work
before, and hope not to have to again,
but I was very impressed with their
hard work. They were at the house all
night, and were dispatched again the
next morning when the fire broke out
again,” she said.

A resolution will be up for a vote at
next week’s meeting, authorizing
Fanwood’s application to the state
for extraordinary aid. Mayor Col-
leen Mahr is pursuing the aid due to
high property taxes in the borough.

“I will be meeting with the audi-
tors on Thursday,” stated Mayor
Mahr.

The total dollar amount that the
borough will be requesting from the
state will be announced at Tuesday’s
council meeting. The deadline for the
aid application is Friday, March 12.

In her Administration and Finance
report, Councilwoman Donna Dolce
revealed that the borough has not had
success in its search for a full time
Chief Financial Officer (CFO). Bar-
bara Brennan, who currently holds
the position, delayed her December
31, 2003 retirement in order to con-
tinue the job until a replacement was
found.

“In looking at the job, we realized
that the breakdown is 80 percent
bookkeeper duties and 20 percent
financial officer duties,” explained

Councilwoman Dolce, “and so the
direction we are moving in is to look
at two separate positions, with a full
time bookkeeper and a part-time
CFO. We can do both positions at the
same salary as one position.”

The borough has received interest
from applicants for the bookkeeper
position, however for the other posi-
tion, “it is difficult to find people
with financial officer credentials who
are willing to work part time, and we
have a hard time meeting their salary
requirements,” said Councilwoman
Dolce.

Work was completed on Sheelen’s
Crossing last year, however the issue
of money owed to the contractor,
Penaloza & Calderone, continues.

Borough Engineer Richard
Marsden explained to the mayor and
council that the original budget was
exceeded due to the need for more
police protection than anticipated.
Construction projects that block traf-
fic, such as the Sheelen’s Crossing
bridge that spans over the train tracks
between South and North Avenues,
require police on the site to deal with
detours and traffic safety.

When a construction project ex-
ceeds 20 percent over the original
estimated cost, the borough must
grant a “Certification of Justification
of Additional Work.”

Council President Mitchell asked
Mr. Marsden how this situation can
be avoided in the future, and he
responded that he has now receives
ongoing updates from the police de-
partment as a construction project
continues regarding how many hours
are required and if the cost will ex-
ceed the original estimates. Penaloza
& Calderone has already paid the
police department, and now the bor-
ough owes the construction com-
pany the balance due.

This year’s CONTACT We Care
5K race will be held on Saturday,
August 21, at LaGrande Park.

S. Plains Council Continues
2004 Budget Deliberations

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil will have several important items
on its agenda in the coming weeks,
one of which will be its continuing
deliberations on the 2004 municipal
budget amidst several positive de-
velopments that put the local gov-
ernment in a better financial situa-
tion than a year ago, when municipal
finances were much tighter and an
18-point tax increase was enacted to
fund the local budget.

The council is currently examining
the $19.5 million spending plan sub-
mitted at the end of January by Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins. The pro-
posed 4.9 percent increase in expendi-
tures, or about $921,000, will be fi-
nanced by a five-point hike in the mu-
nicipal portion of local property taxes,
although that figure could change in the
coming weeks if the council makes
significant changes to the final spend-
ing plan. It appears likely that the final
2004 budget will be introduced in early
April, with a public hearing and vote
taking place in early May.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday evening, Mr. Atkins
told the council that state aid to
Scotch Plains will increase 2.3 per-
cent this year, to just over $3 million,
after two consecutive years of static
assistance levels from Trenton. He
also said that the municipal surplus,
which dipped to about $957,000 last
year, has improved greatly this year,
to about $1.66 million.

Mr. Atkins again lauded the
township’s fiscal record over the past
decade or so, noting that, on average,
municipal property tax increases have

averaged between three and five
points, an incremental approach he
said is preferable to low tax hikes
one year and high increases the next.

As it begins to wrap up its budget
deliberations later this month, the
council will also be discussing the
recommendations of the Special
Improvement District (SID) steering
committee, which will be sending its
recommendations to the governing
body within the next few weeks. The
council will have to craft an ordi-
nance establishing the SID and will
also have to approve its operating
budget, which is proposed to be
$78,350 in its first year.

The 2004 municipal budget will
include a $10,000 appropriation to-
wards the SID this year. Formal ac-
tion on the SID ordinance isn’t likely
until next month, at the earliest.

In other business at its Tuesday
meeting, Mr. Atkins said he is still
waiting for a consultant’s cost esti-
mate on the new communications
tower to be situated at the south side
fire house. He said there will also be
some minor modifications to the
building at the site located at the
corner of Martin Avenue and Raritan
Road, with those costs to be included
with the tower’s cost in a funding
ordinance that will be introduced,
most likely at the council’s Tuesday,
March 23 meeting.

Next week, the council will also
consider a modified ordinance regu-
lating parking on Concord Road and
also introduce an ordinance forbid-
ding left-turns onto Park Avenue out
of a parking lot located across from
Park Middle School during busy drop-
off and pick-up hours on school days.

Ferguson Urges NJ Fire Chiefs
To Apply for Federal Grants

WASHINGTON – On the first an-
niversary of the creation of the De-
partment of Homeland Security,
Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-NJ)
on Monday urged New Jersey fire
chiefs to apply for hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in first responder
grants that the department will award
later this year.

Homeland Security officials Mon-
day began accepting applications for
the Assistance to Firefighters Grant
Program, which includes a pool of
$750 million available for grants to
local fire companies.

“The safety and security of our
families are my first concern, and
these important federal grants will
aid our local fire departments in
meeting the twin challenges of fire
prevention and homeland security,”
Rep. Ferguson said.

Fire departments statewide in New
Jersey have received more than $18.1
million in federal homeland security
grants in recent months. In the 7th
District, the Bernardsville Fire De-
partment in Somerset County re-
ceived $225,000; the Garwood Fire
Department in Union County re-
ceived $75,317; and the Hampton
Township Volunteer Fire Department
in Hunterdon County received
$36,540.

In a letter to all fire chiefs and
mayors, Rep. Ferguson has urged local
leaders to apply for the federal funds.

The deadline for the 2004 grant
application period is Thursday,
April 1. For more information and
application information on the As-
sistance to Firefighters Grant pro-
gram, please visit
www.firegrantsupport.com.

Leaf and Gumball
Pickup Set For April 5
SCOTCH PLAINS – Leaves and

Gumballs will be collected beginning
Monday, April 5. All material should
be placed at the curb, not in bags.

Please do not park vehicles in the
street that week so that the service
can be managed efficiently and safely.
Leaves should be free of debris such
as branches, rocks, stumps, etc. These
items can cause serious equipment
damage and slow the program.

In addition, please leave space near
the curbline for water to flow to
basins.

This is a leaf and gumball collec-
tion only. Please do not put branches
and tree parts out until Spring Clean-
up in June.

Town Bank of Westfield
Posts Profitable Quarter
WESTFIELD – Robert Dowens,

Sr., President and Chief Executive
Officer of The Town Bank of
Westfield, recently presented the
bank’s year-end 2003 results show-
ing strong asset growth and earn-
ings improvement.

Mr. Dowens noted that at De-
cember 31, 2003 the Bank’s total
assets were $103,072,000, reflect-
ing an increase of $18,662,000 or
22 percent when compared with
total assets of $84,410,000 for the
same period a year ago. The bank’s
total  deposits also increased
$12,111,000 or 16 percent to
$89,628,000, while loans outstand-
ing increased $18,688,000 or 31

percent to $79,692,000.
For the year ended December

31, 2003, the Bank recorded net
income of $698,000 or $0.54 per
basic and diluted common share
compared with net income of
$56,000 or $0.05 per basic and
diluted common share a year ago.

The fourth quarter of 2003
showed strong results as well, with
net income at $193,000 or $0.11
per basic and diluted share com-
pared with $89,000 or $0.09 per
basic and common share for the
same period a year ago. Mr.
Dowens attributed the earnings im-
provements to “a higher level of
net interest income as a result of
the Bank’s growth.”

He added that the bank places
“constant emphasis on the deliv-
ery of quality customer service.
The bank owes its success,” he
added, “to the unwavering support
of our customers, our Board of
Directors, our Advisory Board
members, shareholders, and staff.”

The president noted that the bank
has posted “seven consecutive
quarters of profitability.” He added
that although national economic
uncertainty continues to dominate
the news of the country, “we re-
main prudently optimistic in our
ongoing emphasis on credit qual-
ity albeit in an environment of
mounting competition.”

With its main office at 520 South
Avenue and an in-town branch of-
fice at 44 Elm Street, the bank
provides a full range of commer-
cial bank services to residents, pro-
fessionals, and small businesses.
For additional information pertain-
ing to The Town Bank of Westfield,
please call (908) 301-0800 or visit
their website:www.townbank.com.
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Dangerous roads. Slippery sidewalks.
No milk in the fridge.

Soon you’ll be wishing Mom lived with us
At Sunrise Senior Living, residents never need
to contend with Mother Nature. They have
our professional, caring staff with them—
along with friends, great dining, activities,
even a full service beauty/barber shop on-site.

Before the next storm hits, find out what a
Sunrise community has to offer—a variety of
living arrangements, personalized assistance
and care, amenities and services, delicious
meals, stimulating activities, and scheduled
group outings. Our resident-centered approach

to senior living puts residents first, giving
them options to meet their individual needs
and wishes.

Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living community
to see what we do to make our communities
into places seniors  can call home.

Ask about our short-term stays

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

For nearly 50 years, K. Hovnanian® has been delivering 
superior quality and value and as a result, more homes
than any other builder in the Northeast. Tens of thousands
of families have chosen K. Hovnanian® for very important
reasons: More home for your money. More quality and 
amenities. More fine craftsmanship. It’s more than how great K. Hovnanian® homes look, it’s how they make you
feel. People just feel more confident and more comfortable with K. Hovnanian.® In short, more at home. Is it any
wonder that K. Hovnanian® is known as the first name in lasting value?
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UNION COUNTY, NJ Scotch Plains

THE RESERVE
NOW OPEN!

Money Isn’t All You’re Saving

All prices are base prices and subject to availability. Priced by location. Prices subject to change without notice. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U. S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout 
the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

Find your new home at

CALL ONE OF OUR SALES CENTERS OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DIRECTIONS TO ALL OF OUR COMMUNITIES. OPEN 10 TO 6 DAILY. 
MORTGAGE FINANCING PROVIDED BY K. HOVNANIAN® MORTGAGE, INC. K. HOVNANIAN® IS A BUILDER OF FINE HOMES IN NEW JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, TEXAS, 

NEW YORK, WASHINGTON D.C., MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, NORTH CAROLINA, OHIO, WEST VIRGINIA, ARIZONA FLORIDA & CALIFORNIA

DO YOU OWN LAND? Talk to K. Hovnanian about development possibilities. Call (888) KHOV-HOME

khov.com®
Find your new home at

khov.com®
Find your new home at

The Reserve is an intimate community of 100 townhomes presented by 
K. Hovnanian® at Scotch Plains, Inc., ranging in size from approximately 
1,480 to over 2,000 square feet. These wonderfully crafted homes feature 
2 - 3 bedrooms, 21⁄2 bathrooms and a one-car garage. Located in desirable 
Scotch Plains, The Reserve is nestled between Watchung and Westfield. 
The Watchung Reservation, with its woods, lakes, streams, meadows and trails, 
are just steps from your back door. The Reserve offers residents easy access to
major highways and mass transit and convenient commuting to New York City.
Historical sites, golf courses and other recreational facilities are all within 2 miles.
Scotch Plains features an excellent school system as well as quality shopping, 
dining and entertainment. 

Magnificent townhomes in beautiful 
Scotch Plains from the upper $300’s.  

(908) 490-1421.

Artist’s rendering.

Rialto Moviegoers Were Stunned
By The Passion of The Christ

By LISA BASILE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Over 100 residents and members
of the Messenger Henry J. Watterson
Council No. 1711 Westfield Knights
of Columbus (KOC) joined movie-
goers from surrounding towns on
Sunday afternoon to see a reserved
showing of Mel Gibson’s The Pas-
sion of the Christ at the Rialto The-
atre in Westfield.

As they entered the theater, audience
members like Jane McAustin of
Cranford said that they desired to deter-
mine for themselves if the media atten-
tion given to the film was justified.

“The media has portrayed the film
in several different ways,” she said.
“Some say it is a gory Hollywood flick
— and some say it is an artistic master-
piece. I want to see for myself.”

Clara Graham of Plainfield said
that she hoped the film “would in-
spire people to read their Bibles and
to understand the selflessness and
sacrifice of Jesus.”

Yet, other moviegoers admitted that
they “literally feared” to see the movie.

“I am afraid I will be forced to
leave. I am not geared up for some-
thing too violent, which I have heard
it is,” said one attendee.

Members of the media and movie
critics have described the film as a
stunning depiction of the scriptures’
testimony of the capture, torture,
and death of Jesus Christ. In the
film, prolific bloodshed and vio-
lence were a major component in
illustrating the process through
which Jesus ultimately breathed his
last breath.

Howard Saunders, the District
Deputy of the KOC stated that he
thought the film would be “traumatic,”
and that others have told him “anyone
with food will put it down after five
minutes — and then grab tissues.”

When the movie ended roughly two
hours later, the collective reaction of
the audience was a sincere and deep
need to reaffirm religious faith and to
appreciate the story of Jesus Christ.

The film was clearly deeply emo-
tional and impacted a large number
of its viewers.

“It was very powerful, very in-
tense. It was hard to portray the event
without the intensity,” stated Robert
Manduca of the KOC.

Another KOC member, Frank
Muggeo, said, “It became the holo-
caust of one man.”

Many statements regarding The
Passion of The Christ have been un-
leashed through the media, two of
which concern ideas of anti-Semitism
and excessive violence. The violence
appeared to disturb a small portion
of the audience; but overall, the ma-
jority did not think the R-rated film
was too graphic in its aim.

Steve Agresta of Westfield said, “I
feel a lot more in touch with my faith.
The violence made the point.”

Some felt the media is partly re-
sponsible for sparking the suggestion
of anti-Semitism in The Passion of
The Christ. While Jami Bernard of the
New York Daily News opined that it
was “the most virulently anti-Semitic
movie made since the German propa-
ganda films of World War II,” the
Sunday audience at the Rialto dis-
agreed.

Mr. Agresta stated, “If anything,
the Romans were portrayed as badly
as the Jews.”

Javier Perez-Santalla, the Grand
Knight of the Westfield KOC stated
that the film was very profound, and
that, “It is true to the story of Christ —
and it has no more violence than you
get in an action film. Anyone raised
Catholic would be familiar with the
images — straight from classical art.”

The anti-Semitic notion is tenu-

ous, he said, adding, in fact, the film
goes to great extent to show that it is
evil that killed Jesus — not the Jews.”

During the film, seldom did people
leave the room or move. Not a person
was eating, speaking, or causing dis-
ruption. The silence of awe and agony
was very obvious. After the film,
most viewers were speechless, as if
the two hours were not a movie, but
an introspective experience.

While the crowd agreed that The
Passion of The Christ was extremely
poignant, some moviegoers ques-
tioned whether or not certain aspects
of the film, such as the flogging and
scourging, were appropriate.

Jonathan Marcusi of Summit said,
“I don’t know how Gibson could
have shown the beating (of Jesus) to
such an extent. It was disturbing. I
couldn’t watch.”

However, Richard Watson of
Westfield said, “The important thing
is not the image on the screen but in
our hearts. How can someone say,
(about Jesus) ‘look at all you have
done for me — and I still don’t care.’
How could you say that?”

Kevin Caruso of Matawan said, “I
was expecting more violence.” He
added that the media played it up to be
worse than it actually was. He agreed
though, that, “it is faithful to the scrip-
tures. And is that not what matters?”

The presentation left many viewers
very appreciative of their faith. Others
felt it was an educational experience.

Sandy Previn of Linden said, “I’m
not religious and I was touched. It
just goes to show that this is a thought-
ful movie for anyone interested.”

Viewers with a religious perspective
thought that it was more than a work of
genius; it was accurately depicted.

Dave Ferrell of the KOC said,
“Gibson did a great job. He did not
take anything out of context. He didn’t
affect any of the main storyline.”

Overall, the viewers felt that the
positive hype of the media was indeed
justified. Many felt that film goes
beyond an “artistic masterpiece.”

“It is a beckoning for many to
reconsider their faith or to appreciate
the story and its history,” said one
moviegoer.

Sunday’s reserved showing of The
Passion of The Christ was a fundraiser,
organized by KOC member and
Westfield police officer Gary Moore,
to benefit the Catholic organization’s
Vocations Fund, which helps priests
and seminarians in formation.

“It was a great opportunity to put
this together,” said Officer Moore.

The Knights of Columbus is a
Catholic men’s fraternal benefit so-
ciety that provides financial aid to
members and their families.

Gerard Barton, Chancellor of the
Waterson Council of KOC, said that he
was “very pleased that the Knights
were able to pull this (fundraiser) off.”
The donations were certainly plentiful
and the entire room was filled.

Prosecutor Warns of
Increase In Illegal Drugs

AREA — Union County’s chief
law enforcement officer, Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow, is issuing a
warning about an alarming rise in
the number of cases involving meth-
amphetamine, the dangerous drug
known on the streets as “speed” or
“ice.”

“Let me get right to the point — it
is dangerous, it causes permanent
brain damage over time and we’ve
had 17 cases involving speed or
“meth” over the last 12 months com-
pared with only three the year be-
fore,” said Prosecutor Romankow,
who revealed contents of a report
from the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office Laboratory where six chem-
ists analyze drugs seized from all 21
municipalities each year.

He said methamphetamine, often
smuggled into the county and lately
passed off as Ecstacy to unsuspect-
ing users, has a high potential for
abuse and dependence with purity
levels so high it can be inhaled by
smoking or eaten as a white pill or
powder.

“The problem is the high leads
quickly to addiction and the addicts
often commit lots of property crimes
to support their habits leading to more
crime and more victims,” Prosecutor
Romankow said, asking schools and
officers who work in schools to help
get the message out to kids and par-
ents.

Lieutenant Kathleen Callahan,
commander of the laboratory where
the testing is done, said staff mem-
bers examined a total of 7,442 items
in 2003 from more than 4,000 differ-
ent drug cases but methamphetamine
cases were few and far between. “We
are definitely seeing an increase,”
she said, adding the total amount
taken in at the lab was 274 grams in
mostly pill form.

“The source can be Mexico or South
America but all too often it is made in
clandestine laboratories under unsafe
and unsanitary conditions and then
sold on the street,” said Prosecutor
Romankow, adding a couple in
Westfield were arrested in September
of 2002 when police and narcotics
detectives shut down a second floor
methamphetamine laboratory.

According to Westfield Police
Chief Bernard Tracy, his officers and
Mountainside police personnel
seized glassware, chemicals and
“meth” at their home on Orenda
Circle. The defendants, Candace
Singer, 42, and Damon Anthony
Brown, 39, were charged with manu-
facturing controlled dangerous sub-
stances, jailed and later convicted of
related offenses.

In another case from Kenilworth,
a sale of a hundred grams of sus-

pected ecstasy, stamped with an iden-
tifiable logo, turned out to be meth-
amphetamine, said Senior Chemist
Frank Garland.

“Pills are sold on the street, some-
time for $20 each or in powder form
for $60 to $100 per gram,” said Ser-
geant Les Swick, commander of the
Union County Narcotic Strike Force.
He said a recent undercover opera-
tion turned up evidence that meth-
amphetamine could be purchased on
the street for about $6 per tab if
bought in large quantity and then
resold for $20 or $25 per dose. “The
profit motive is right there,” he added.

Years ago, the experts say, the only
real business in speed in Central
Jersey was conducted by motorcycle
gang members and that’s why the
return of such a dangerous product is
somewhat of a surprise.

So far in 2004, the lab already
came across submitted cases involv-
ing “ice” or “meth crystal”, a high
purity clear chunky crystal form of
speed that resembles ice and can be
inhaled by smoking it in a pipe.

Roselle Park Police Chief Warren
Wielgus, president of the county
police chiefs association, said au-
thorities work through crime preven-
tion officers, the Union County Ju-
venile Officers Association and the
county’s Drug Resistance and Edu-
cation (DARE) officers group to ex-
plain to young people and their par-
ents about the dangers of drugs such
as heroin, cocaine, methamphet-
amine, alcohol and marijuana.

“We’re are stepping up our entire
prevention and enforcement effort,
especially after federal officials ad-
vised us in no uncertain terms what
we already knew — that our area is a
‘hotbed’ for narcotics activity that
needs to be shut down,” Prosecutor
Romankow said.

Officials at Prevention Links, a
drug education and prevention cen-
ter in Clark, indicate that amphet-
amine releases high levels of the
neurotransmitter dopamine, which
stimulates brain cells and enhances
mood and body movement. Over
time, use creates constant movement,
a jittery and anxious disposition and
reduced levels of dopamine which
can result in symptoms like those of
Parkinson’s disease or other severe
movement disorders.

Federal drug enforcement officials,
assisted by experts here in Union
County, have responded to a number
of requests to educate teachers, stu-
dents and even police officers about
the warning signs and dangers of
methamphetamine abuse. It has be-
come a serious health and environ-
mental issue in the Central and West-
ern United States, they say.

Paul Robeson Portrait
Hung at Drumthwacket

PRINCETON – Governor James
McGreevey is celebrating African
American History Month by unveil-
ing a portrait of noted actor, athlete
and civil rights advocate Paul
Robeson during a reception at
Drumthwacket, the official residence
of the governor.

“Paul Robeson was a man blessed
with a multitude of talent, which he
used throughout his lifetime to en-
tertain, to teach and to build a better
world,” Governor McGreevey said.

“This new portrait will serve as a
symbol of equality and justice, as
well as a source of inspiration to all
who visit Drumthwacket.”

Born in Princeton in 1898, and a
resident of Westfield from 1907 to
1910, Mr. Robeson rose to promi-
nence in an era when segregation was
legal and racism and discrimination
were common. He was an All-Ameri-
can football player at Rutgers Univer-
sity, graduated as valedictorian of his
class and later earned a degree in law.

Brooks Crandall  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SMILE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, left, and Councilwoman Donna Dolce,
right, stopped with Freeholder Alexander Mirabella to pose for a picture on Saturday.

The Only Place You Need
To Buy Your Corned Beef. . .
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Free Home Delivery
A Real Butcher Shop
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Meat Market

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS...The Westfield High School Boys’ Swim Team
posed for a group shot on the steps of Westfield High School after capturing their
20th State Championship.
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By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service
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An Engaged Woman Writes:
Sometimes truth can be as strange as
fiction. Several years ago, I saw a
movie called The Wedding Planner
with Jennifer Lopez. The future
groom and the wedding planner fell
in love. That was a movie. In my real
life, I think my fiancé and the pretty
young wedding planner have a
“thing” going.

“Jennie” (disguised name) shows
up at different hours to discuss wed-
ding plans, tends to sit too close to
“Gary” (disguised name) and never
leaves. She always kisses Gary and
me (on the cheek) before finally leav-
ing. How can I clarify if these suspi-
cions are real or imagined?

Answer: There are several things
you can do. Be up front with Gary
and discuss your observations with
him. Let him explain. Set boundaries
regarding when the three of you meet
and when you should call it an
evening.

It is appropriate for you to sit next
to Gary. Shake hands (both you and
Gary) with Jennie so that she gets the
message that kissing is neither ap-
propriate nor desired (of course, dis-
cuss this with Gary).

However, the most important aspect
in this situation is the sense of trust
between Gary and you. Since you feel
discomfort, have a long and thorough
discussion re expectations, honesty,
faithfulness and commitment. If you
still remain uncomfortable, I suggest
some premarital counseling to help
resolve the situation. Gook luck re-
garding the outcome. I hope for happi-
ness for both Gary and you.

A distraught wife writes: I’ve
been married for 10 years to a suc-
cessful businessman. Every year prior
to “tax time,” my husband presents
me with the IRS forms that our ac-
countant has prepared and has me
sign them.

I have never had any reason to
distrust “Evan” (disguised name);
however, I’ve been taking a course
on understanding legal documents
and, for the first time, I took a close
look at the forms. Much to my sur-
prise, I realized that my husband’s
income was a great deal more sub-
stantial than I believed, and there

were questionable business expenses
that upset me.

Now what do I do? Have a lawyer
review them and then confront him?
Accuse him of deceiving me? Speak
to his business partner? Please ad-
vise since I don’t want to spoil that
which has been a good marriage.

Answer: Since your marriage has
been a good one with Evan, it is
important to be direct and firm, yet
not hysterical nor hostile. I would: 1)
Confront him with your awareness
and attempt to have the situation
clarified; 2) Meet with the accoun-
tant and only sign the forms when
you are comfortable with the results.
The business expenses, about which
you were not specific, need further
exploration, and you should insist on
written documentation to support
everything.

It is significant that you no longer
sign anything without full compre-
hension and clarity. Seek the help of
a professional if need be — an ac-
countant, lawyer or friend who will
help you. I hope that there will be a
positive closure to this “surprising”
event.

A Young Adult Writes: I am 19
years old and I am writing to you for
the first time. You are a great believer
that humor pulls us through many a
bad period. Although I agree with
you, it took my grandmother to help
me realize how true this is. She is in
a nursing home; I visit regularly, and
we have great times talking about
everything. She has bad arthritis, had
hip and knee replacement surgery
and, often, is in a great deal of pain.

Recently, without thinking, I said
to her: “It must be difficult to get up
each morning and be able to move
about. Does this sadden you to think
that things may get worse? Do you
sometimes wonder if it’s worth it?”
A real dumb remark.

Grandma looked at me, smiled,
put her hand on my shoulder and said
(with a twinkle in her eye), “Darling,
I’d rather be stiff than be a stiff!” I am
convinced that it is that comedic
touch that has kept her going.

Answer: She sounds great. I’d love
to meet her. Please show her this
column. We’d make a good duo.

Wedding Planner’s Familiarity
Causes Bride-to-Be Concern

Thanks For Publishing
Seeing Eye Article, Photo

Thank you so very much for printing
our photograph and such a nice article
about The Seeing Eye puppy visit at the
Westfield Co-Operative Nursery School
in The Westfield Leader last week.

It really was a win-win for everyone.
The children LOVED seeing themselves
in your newspaper, The Seeing Eye re-
ceived human interest publicity as well
as our nursery school.

Thank you very much again for your
timely efforts!

Heidi Hylan
Publicity for The Westfield Co-

Operative Nursery School

Fanwoodian Says Budget Arguments
Are Just Political Grandstanding

I have been a Fanwood resident for
almost 10 years, and in that time I have
been a strong supporter of the citizens
who took the time to serve on our town
council; and although I may not have
agreed with their positions, I always
appreciated the time and effort it took to
keep on going to all of the meetings - and
all as volunteers, without any pay.

That’s why it saddens me to say I have
rarely witnessed a display of partisan
grandstanding like I did last night at the
special town meeting.

Much like the colonel in the film
Casablanca who announced that he was
“shocked, shocked” to find gambling
occurring in the casino he himself stood
in, Councilman Stuart Kline decided to
pretend outrage that our new mayor,
who campaigned on the platform of tax
relief had actually taken steps toward
finding new sources of revenue.

I know it was partisan because he had no
consistent basis for his objections - just
one big jumble of negativity: he asserted
that taking state funds was somehow bad
for our town and came out of our pockets
anyway; that he had never seen such a high
proposed increase (just 1 percent more
than last year’s proposed increase at bud-
get introduction); applying for aid would
not be successful; aid amounts could be
small; that we did not deserve such relief
as no other towns in Union county had
received such aid (this was not true), and
even if we got relief we would then have a
bigger problem next year (this one made
no sense whatsoever).

Mr. Kline even said that the council
members had not had time to properly
consider the budget - that some had
missed budget meetings and so it was ill
advised to proceed. This is particularly
mystifying as an objection as Stuart him-
self had reportedly been one of the coun-
cil members who had not been able to
attend all eight budget session that had
been held. Even as each of his assertions
was countered and rebutted, and as he

was pointedly reminded that if we de-
layed Fanwood would miss the deadline
and blow any chance of relief - he was
reduced to muttering dire predictions
that any aid we receive would have
“strings attached”.

Mayor Colleen Mahr had been quite
clear that she had chosen to expedite the
budget process and led the council into
drafting a preliminary budget to for-
mally “introduce” solely to meet the
state mandated deadline to apply for
grant aid. She patiently and repeatedly
explained that she, and her Democratic
allies on the town council - Council
Persons Kathy Mitchell, Michael
Brennan, Donna Dolce and Jack
Molenaar - were committed to reducing
the proposed expenditures and ultimately
delivering the smallest possible increase
in the final budget that will ultimately be
“adopted”. She had explained that
Fanwood’s history of shared services
with other towns, our high rate of col-
lecting taxes and our town’s small com-
mercial/industrial base (resulting in al-
most all of the tax burden falling directly
on residents) were factors that state offi-
cials had indicated were appropriate and
proper reasons for such aid.

If putting in place a process and creat-
ing a timely budget to try to obtain tax
relief is not among the duties of our
council, I do not know what is. Just
because Mr. Kline, and the previous
Republican administration had not taken
the time and effort to do so is no reason
to not start now. I expect more from our
elected representatives, and hope Coun-
cilman Kline will stop the grandstand-
ing and get back to work for us.

P.S. - If you have any doubts that my
account of what happened is accurate
and correct - I urge Fanwood’s citizens
to tune to our local cable access - chan-
nel 35 - this week as they broadcast the
proceedings for all to see.

Peter Sayles
Fanwood

Resident Questions Veracity
Of Statements by James Ward

The Record Press, in an article that ran
late last year, reported that regardless of
the success of their holiday season, two
downtown businesses were going out of
business and leaving Westfield - the
Imaginarium and Nine West.

With regard to the Nine West closing,
the paper reported that James Ward, the
owner of the building, said that the
company’s five-year lease has expired
and he has decided not to renew the
lease, that it was a business decision,
that he can do a lot better with another
tenant, and that he has signed a new lease
with Cold Stone Creamery which en-
ables him to more than double the rent he
receives on the property.

Contrast the recent article in The Westfield
Leader (February 12) in which James Ward,
in addressing the February 10 conference
session of the Westfield Town Council,
said he will lose tenants due to lack of
parking. It was further reported that, “Mr.
Ward said that he lost retail tenant Nine
West because of parking problems.”

I must question the veracity of Mr.
Ward’s reported statements made to the
town council. Is this true, or is this an
attempt to mislead the council members

and residents into believing that stores will
leave downtown Westfield if something is
not done to provide more parking?

Did Nine West leave because of the
parking or because Mr. Ward wanted a
more lucrative tenant?

Will The Westfield Leader please ask
Mr. Ward for clarifying comments?

Cynthia Lee Foulke
Westfield

Ruotolo and Mingo Decisions Not To
Seek Reelection Evokes Sense of Loss

It seems like an end to an era, hearing that
Freeholder Mary Ruotolo of Westfield will not
seek reelection just a little more than a week after
Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr. of Plainfield said the
same.

It’s a little daunting that now Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella of Fanwood is the only county
representative left who resides fully west of the
Garden State Parkway. Remaining on the board are
Chairman Angel Estrada of Elizabeth, Daniel
Sullivan of Elizabeth, Chester Holmes of Rahway,
Rick Proctor of Rahway and Deborah Scanlon of
Union. There’s been no word yet who will be
filling Senator Nick Scutari’s seat being vacated –
other than Linden’s vow that it will remain being
from Linden.

When Freeholder Mingo first took office, he
stated in October of 1998, “We want to make county
services available, usable, user-friendly.” He stated
that he also wants to bring “the county’s presence”
to the western side of the county, for instance, to
Plainfield, where he lives. “If Plainfield suffers, the
county will suffer,” Mr. Mingo pointed out.

On Mr. Mingo’s words of 1998, we cannot agree
more. Of course, we’d like to see someone from
Westfield take Freeholder Ruotolo’s place for the
same reason as stated by Mr. Mingo. Presumably,
Summit, Cranford, Berkeley Heights, New Provi-
dence, Clark and Scotch Plains feel the same. It’s
been a while since Summit had a representative on
the board – so far back in fact that there was
actually a Republican on the Union County Free-
holder Board.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan is also up for reelection
this year. So far, there’s been no word that he will
not seek reelection. Mr. Sullivan was named by the
county Democrat party to fill the seat of Casimir
Kowalczyk in 1993. He was elected to full terms
since 1995. Is more than 10 years on the board
enough for Mr. Sullivan? Will his duties in his
state appointed job in Trenton diminish his inter-
est and service as a Union County Freeholder?

In January of 1998, the Union County Democrat
Party Committee selected Mary Ruotolo and Lewis
Mingo, Jr. to fill two unexpired terms on the nine-
member board.

Mrs. Ruotolo, the wife of the late Union County
Prosecutor Andrew Ruotolo, and Mr. Mingo were
both unanimously approved by the committee.
They filled the unexpired seats of Carol Cohen of
Westfield and Walter McNeil, Jr., of Plainfield.
Ms. Cohen resigned her seat earlier that month to
become Union County Counsel, while Mr. McNeil
vacated his seat in December of 1997 to become
City Administrator in Plainfield.

Upon being selected to the board, Mrs. Ruotolo
said at that time that she was looking forward to
serving county residents, noting her family “has
been in public service for decades…I am excited
that now its my turn to serve the residents of Union
County. I’ve been watching the Freeholder board
closely for the past year and I am very impressed
with its tremendous work. I look forward to being
a contributor,” she stated.

Mrs. Ruotolo had been active with the Westfield
Parent-Teacher Organization, serving on its ex-
ecutive board. After majoring in education at Kean

University of New Jersey, she worked in the
Westfield public schools as a teacher’s assistant
in Kindergarten classes. She was active in the
community as a Girl Scouts Troop Leader and a
Den Co-Leader for the Boy Scouts of America.

She resides in Westfield and has three children,
Lyndsay, Andrew and Jayne. Her husband served
as Prosecutor from 1991 until his death from
cancer in 1995 at 42. He was a United States
Attorney prior to being named Prosecutor by
former Governor James Florio.

In 1998, Mr. Mingo was a data processing
manager with NYNEX in New York City. A
former aide to state Assemblyman Jerry Green,
he served on the Plainfield Area Youth Develop-
ment Tennis Association board, the Plainfield
Economic Development Council, the city Plan-
ning Board and the Plainfield Adult Education
School Board.

“It is an honor to have this opportunity to serve
the people of Union County,” said Mr. Mingo.
“We have an extraordinary team in place and I
can’t wait to get involved. This Freeholder board
has done a great deal of important work and I
hope to contribute to this growing tradition of
excellence,” he added.

From that time in 1998, we think Freeholder
Ruotolo and Freeholder Mingo have served well
and accomplished much for Union County. It will
be a loss, and we wish them the best.

The soon to be named Freeholder appointee to
replace the position vacated by now state Senator
Scutari will also need to run for office in Novem-
ber, if that person intends to continue.

So, there will be a lot of new names to fill the
four slots at the freeholder board this year. And
the public is largely in the dark until the two
parties meet in April, or behind closed doors, to
select their candidates.

The county Democrat party organization, to main-
tain their absolute 9-0 control, will need to stay
smart about who they choose – and share the power
within their circles about the county. Staying too
heavy in the East could actually spark a backlash –
to go with the controversy already created by the
Freeholder board with such issues as the freight
train reactivation west of the Parkway.

It figures that the county Democrats will pre-
vail in November, though. The county Republi-
cans are reluctant to field and fund a strong field
– they don’t think they can win. One thing is for
sure – if you think you can’t win, you won’t!

In politics, it isn’t good practice to challenge
the locked-up domain of the opposition. Repub-
licans and Democrats both prefer to maintain the
truce with “What’s mine is mine, and what’s
yours is yours.” So, the Republicans will likely to
continue with a token challenge to the Elizabeth
control of the county Freeholder board – and the
Democrats will reciprocate with a token chal-
lenge to the Republican congressional seat of
Mike Ferguson.

Even though it will be business as usual, the
end of the era without Mary Ruotolo and Lewis
Mingo on the Freeholder board does evoke a
sense of loss – for those of us west of the
Parkway.

Resident Thanks
WF Fire Department
For Quick Response

I just wanted to extend my sincere
thanks to the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment.

This evening my wife put me in charge
of making dinner and I decided to pre-
pare a Shepard’s pie. After slaving for
almost a full forty-five minutes, the
dish was prepped and ready to go into
the oven.

After a little while, let’s just say
there was a “bit of smoke.” So much in
fact, my alarm company notified the
WFD. First, thinking I wasn’t home,
they called my father in-law, who also
happens to be a retired Newark Fire
Captain, to tell him they had a smoke
alarm going off at my house.

My father in-law called our house to
double check and when I picked up the
phone he asked, “Is everything OK?” I
said, “Yes. Why?” Then he informed me
that the WFD was on their way. Uh oh.

Soon thereafter I heard the wailing
sirens and then the trucks pulled up in
front of my house. I was mortified.

The firemen came in and, without a
bit of sarcasm, checked the whole thing
out. They determined everything was
alright and even set up a fan to help me
vent out the smoke. The whole time
they were pleasant and professional and
I can’t say enough about how fast they
arrived. The only thing that upset me
was they turned down a piece of my
delicious Shepard’s pie. I can’t imagine
why.

Thanks again guys and I hope that’s
the last time I ever need you (no of-
fense).

Patrick Cerria
Westfield

 Speed  Humps Should
Not Be Installed

On Through Streets
The placement of speed humps on

Benson Place, South Chestnut Street
and Gallows Hill Road satisfies the
wishes of a handful of residents at the
expense of the remaining population.

It is impossible to safely or comfort-
ably ride over these humps without
decreasing one’s speed to 10 or 15 mph.
Everyone who has used these streets
more than once has learned this fact of
daily life in Westfield the hard way.
And if you drive these streets regularly,
one moment of inattention can jolt your
car’s innards and crash your head into
the roof of your car.

The speed limit on Benson Place,
South Chestnut Street, and Gallows Hill
Road is 25 mph. It is unreasonable to
expect everyone who uses these streets
to reduce their speed to a crawl. Al-
though the residents of this neighbor-
hood may not like it, these are through
streets.

Surely the town can solve the prob-
lem of speeding on Benson Place, South
Chestnut, and Gallows Hill Road with-
out inconveniencing the entire popula-
tion of Westfield. Speed humps are not
needed on the other residential streets
that happen to be main thoroughfares,
e.g. Lawrence Avenue, Wychwood
Road and Mountain Avenue. Or do we
look forward to speed humps every-
where in town?

Lynn Mollick
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
See more letters Page 5

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Scray – The sea swallow
2. Wachna – The little Alaskan cod
3. Psellism – Any speech defect, as

stammering
4. Javel – A vagabond or lowly person

PTARMIC
1. Producing smoke or soot
2. Causing to sneeze
3. Of an alien or foreign nature
4. Pertaining to the final end or pur-

pose
DAWPATE

1. Putrid; foul-smelling
2. In a relaxed state; resting
3. Formed like a fan
4. A simpleton; a fool

TELLURAL
1. Pertaining to the earth
2. Having wits; sense; understanding
3. Round or oval in form
4. Prophetic; oracular; mysterious

GOBBET
1. A naked cell or mass of protoplasm
2. A chunk of raw flesh
3. A water wheel with buckets
4. A tobacco or money pouch
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Westfielders Call for Mayoral Recall
In Order to Stop Deck Construction

The mayor and town council are mov-
ing ahead with the plan to build two of
the largest structures this town has ever
seen, namely, the parking garages. De-
spite continued protests from the towns-
people, they refuse to acknowledge their
positions as representatives of the citi-
zens of this town. They go so far as to
hold closed door sessions before the
public portions of town meetings in an
apparent attempt to discourage people
from remaining. Every action by the
mayor and the members of the town
council twists the meaning of the rede-
velopment act.

To highlight the path the mayor and
the town council are forcing upon us,
let’s look at a similar fiasco in the Bor-
ough of Princeton. This locale is nearing
completion of a structured parking facil-
ity. The 500-car garage is scheduled to
open in April, despite a long fight in the
form of a suit brought by Concerned
Citizens of Princeton. This story was
news not just of local importance, but it
was also carried by the New York Times.

The Westfield Town Council has pro-
posed to use the same developer, Nassau
HKT Associates, as Princeton. The fol-
lowing information was gleaned from
the websites of The Princeton Packet
and Town Topics:

 Costs of a structured parking facility
are high: Princeton is spending $13.7
million for a 500-space garage (we are in
the stratospheric range at $40 million).

 Projected costs for a project such as
this are rarely, if ever, within budget:
Princeton’s project has gone from an
initial change order of $297,788 to a
current figure for total additional capital
expenditures of $1,014,435; this total is
since September and they aren’t done yet.

 The parking equipment is also costly:
Parking would be paid for by a Smart
Card system. The cards, at values up to
$50, would, at first, only be purchased at
the Princeton Borough Hall. The Bor-
ough Administrator is “trying to avoid a
lot of cash at the garage.” This was later

changed to allow machines in the garage,
but the Administrator added, “The initial
cost of [the machines] is staggering.”

 The construction itself has been a
logistical nightmare: The Princeton ga-
rage was assembled from 439 pre-cast
pieces. This required between 400 and
420 individual trips to the site. A 280-
foot crane has also been kept on site for
a considerable period of time due to
weather delays.

 Esthetics comes last: The founda-
tions for the two residential and retail
buildings which were to screen the ga-
rage are just now being poured.

Initially we face construction night-
mares and cost overruns. Ultimately we
face unstoppable traffic and congestion.
With over 1,000 parking spaces,
Westfield is destined to become a mini-
transit hub.

Once the process starts in our beauti-
ful town, it will not stop and the results
will be something we and our children
will all have to live with. Do the citizens
of Westfield want a permanent symbol
of our public officials’ shortsightedness?

We cannot stop the development with
petitions merely stating we don’t ap-
prove of the project – this has been tried
and failed. Recently, there have been
letters to the editor calling for the recall
of our elected officials, specifically the
mayor. The time has come to start the
process. To get the job done, we need to
stop talking and move to action. The
information to create a petition (and any
ordinary citizen has the right to do this)
is available at The Westfield Leader web
site. Article 6 of the town charter is very
specific about the petition(s) and all
criteria must be met or they are invalid.
Create the petitions according to the
Town Charter to recall the mayor. Time
is running out; we need signatures from
no less than 25 percent of registered
voters in order for the petition to be filed
with the Town Clerk.

Jeffrey Messing, Grace Braverman
Westfield

Westfield Resident Addresses
Robert Ratner’s Inaccuracies

I write to address the vitriolic tone and
some of the many inaccuracies found in
letters from Robert Ratner. In his most
recent letter, Mr. Ratner stated that the
Bush administration resorted to a “litany
of lies” to gain support for regime change
in Iraq instead of basing its position on
“the moral imperative to rid the world of
psychotic monsters.” If President Bush
lied about Iraq’s WMD programs, then
so did Bill Clinton and many others. On
December 16, 1998, President Clinton
stated: “Other countries possess weap-
ons of mass destruction and ballistic
missiles. With Saddam, there is one big
difference: He has used them. Not once,
but repeatedly...I have no doubt today,
that left unchecked, Saddam Hussein
will use these terrible weapons again.”
Similar statements from John Kerry, Al
Gore, and Tony Blair are available upon
request.

Additionally, contrary to Mr. Ratner’s
assertions, President Bush did speak about
his desire to instill liberty and democracy
in Iraq on numerous occasions. Either
Mr. Ratner wasn’t listening or his “righ-
teous anger” has affected his hearing.

Mr. Ratner also has condemned John
Ashcroft’s “relentless assault on the Bill
of Rights” but has not provided one
credible example to substantiate these
claims. Mr. Ratner, no doubt, fails to
appreciate the irony of condemning this
purported assault on civil liberties in
letters that are printed in a free press for
his fellow citizens to read and comment
upon. When compared to President
Lincoln’s declaration of martial law,
suspension of habeas corpus, and clos-
ing of opposition newspapers during the
Civil War and President Roosevelt’s in-
ternment of the Japanese during World
War II, any infringement on civil liber-
ties since September 11th has been mild.
John Ashcroft must have had Mr. Ratner
in mind when he said “[t]o those who
scare peace-loving people with phan-
toms of lost liberty, my message is this:
Your tactics only aid terrorists for they
erode our national unity and diminish

our resolve.” I believe the Bush admin-
istration has avoided unduly infringing
on constitutional rights while protecting
American lives.

John Kerry favors treating terrorism
as a law enforcement matter and would
grant the U.N. de facto veto power over
U.S. foreign policy. I believe these poli-
cies are misguided and would be detri-
mental to this country if implemented.
However, I do not hold Senator Kerry in
“contempt” as Mr. Ratner does with
President Bush. I reserve my contempt
for the Islamo-fascists and their nation
state sponsors that continue to threaten
our lives and our way of life. From the
content of his letters, it appears that Mr.
Ratner is more concerned about “tax
cuts for the rich” than America’s real
enemies. Like it or not, we are at war and
have been since the Iranian hostage cri-
sis of 1979-80 and the murder of 241
Marines in Lebanon by Islamic Jihad in
1983. We just didn’t know it until Sep-
tember 11th. As someone who worked in
One World Trade Center, I commend
President Bush for his handling of the
War on Terror.

John Schwartz
Westfield

This continues a series of articles
featuring the 22 community service
agencies that are part of the United
Fund of Westfield. The 22 agencies
reflect the needs of today’s society.
Those who seek help are provided
with people-oriented services that
are partially funded through contri-
butions to the United Fund of
Westfield.

Central Jersey Legal Services, Inc.
is a law firm providing free represen-
tation in civil cases to low-income
people who could live in Westfield
and other parts of Central New Jer-
sey. Legal advice and representation
is most often provided in cases deal-
ing with bankruptcy, consumer is-
sues, disability, domestic violence,
family crises, food stamps, housing,
Medicaid/Medicare, unemployment
and welfare.

Case handlers include 30 attor-
neys and 15 paralegals, as well as
300 private attorneys who volunteer
their time and expertise to provide
legal services to eligible clients free
of charge. Central Jersey Legal Ser-
vices depends on funding from
sources such as the United Fund of
Westfield to continue to provide ser-
vices to a caseload that now numbers
more than 4,000 a year.

Actual Case History – Central Jer-
sey Legal Services, Inc.

“Helen,” a senior citizen supported
solely by a small Social Security

UNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELD

Submitted by Lorre Korecky
Board Trustee

Needs of Today’s Society:
Central Jersey Legal Services, Inc.

check, has provided a home for her
grandchild since the child was an
infant. One of the child’s parents has
a checkered history of drug use and
was in and out of drug treatment
programs over the years. The other
parent had lived out of state for most
of the child’s life and had very mini-
mal contact with the child.

After receiving court papers from
the out-of-state parent seeking cus-
tody of the child, “Helen” turned to
Central Jersey Legal Services for
help. The organization was able to
secure services of a specialist to tes-
tify to the bond between “Helen” and
her grandchild. Resources from the
United Fund helped provide these
services.

Following a lengthy trial and rul-
ing by the court, “Helen” was
awarded full custody of her grand-
child, who, upon learning of the de-
cision the same week as her birthday,
said, “This is my best present ever!”

Central Jersey Legal Services, Inc.
is one of 22 agencies supported by
the United Fund of Westfield. For
more information about how to sup-
port these local service organiza-
tions, please contact Linda Maggio,
Executive Director of the United
Fund of Westfield, at (908) 233-2113.
For information about the services
provided by the Central Jersey Legal
Services, Inc., please call (908) 354-
4340.

Mary Ruotolo Will Not Seek
Third Term as Freeholder

WESTFIELD – Union County
Freeholder Mary Ruotolo, who has
served on the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders since 1998,
will not run for a third term on the
governing body.

“There are a number of personal
and professional considerations that
brought me to this decision,” said
Freeholder Ruotolo.
“My responsibilities as
a single parent of three
and demands of my po-
sition at the New Jersey
Turnpike Authority
were the most influen-
tial in deciding not to
be a candidate again.”

Freeholder Ruotolo
was appointed to the
board in 1998, elected
that November to a
three-year term and re-
elected in 2001. In both
elections, Freeholder
Ruotolo was the leading vote recipi-
ent among Freeholder candidates.

As liaison to the Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, Free-
holder Ruotolo helped plan the
HEART (History, Education, Arts –
Reaching Thousands) Grant pro-
gram that distributes grants to art-
ists, musicians, actors and histori-
ans around the county. Under her
direction, the annual Jersey Jazz by
the Lake Festival and Four Centu-
ries in a Weekend program attracted
thousands of visitors to Union
County locations.

Freeholder Ruotolo also took the
lead on Access 2000, a program that
provides matching grants to public
schools in Union County to ensure
that every pupil has access to com-
puters and that teachers receive the
necessary training to use the new
technology. In addition, she devel-
oped a link between Union County’s
Division on Aging and the Center for
Hope Hospice, which provides ser-
vices for people who are homebound
and terminally ill.

As Chairwoman of the Open Space,

Recreation and Historic Preserva-
tion Trust Fund in 2002, Freeholder
Ruotolo led the board in acquiring
over 60 acres of open space. In addi-
tion, she initiated projects for expan-
sion and improvements to Union
County playing fields, requested a
feasibility study for improvements
to the Union County Arts Center and

opened discussion for
consideration of a
children’s museum.

Freeholder Ruotolo
held the line on taxes as
the Finance Chair-
woman in 2000, over-
seeing a budget with no
tax increase to Union
County families while
ensuring that county
government ran effec-
tively and efficiently.

Freeholder Ruotolo
was chosen as a Leader-
ship New Jersey (LNJ)

Fellow, class of 2004. LNJ’s goal is
to create a network of informed lead-
ers from all sectors who can collabo-
rate to make New Jersey a better
place to live and work. Additionally,
Freeholder Ruotolo is expected to
complete requirements for a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Political Sci-
ence at Kean University in 2004. Her
educational plans include enrolling
in graduate school.

“At the end of my term, I will have
served seven years,” said Freeholder
Ruotolo. “I am proud of what the
Freeholder Board accomplished dur-
ing that span and will leave knowing
that I had a role in Union County’s
progress. I thank the voters of Union
County for the opportunity to serve
them and appreciate the support I’ve
received from family and friends over
the years.”

Parking Deck Would
Ruin WF’s Chances

At Main Street Award
Just read an article touting Westfield

as a semifinalist (selected from a nation-
wide pool of applicants!) in the 2004
Great American Main Street Awards.
Kudos to us!!!

It’s surely a good thing we won’t have
a parking deck up by May 10, the date of
the award presentation by the National
Trust for Historic Preservation at the
National Main Streets Conference in
Albuquerque. We’d surely be able to
kiss that award good-bye! Nothing like a
parking deck to disqualify a town in its
effort to revitalize while preserving its
historic heritage!

Ralph and Carol Miller
Westfield

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
POLITICAL VISIT…Democratic politicians stopped by the office of The Westfield Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood during Sunday’s Spring Fling festivities. Pictured, left to right, are: Union County Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.,
former Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, Woodbridge Mayor and candidate for New Jersey Governor Jim McGreevey,
Union County Freeholders Mary P. Ruotolo and Daniel Sullivan, and former Seventh District Congressional candidate J.
Brooke Hern. Mr. Jardim and Mr. Hern are both running for Assembly in the redrawn 21st legislative district.

From the Archives
May 3, 2001

Mary Ruotolo

Letters to the Editor
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Christopher D. Gates and Ms. Kristina A. Smith

Ms. Kristina A. Smith
To Wed Christopher D. Gates

Dr. Jeffrey S. Oslick and Ms. Stephanie Ann Sapper

 Ms. Stephanie Ann Sapper
To Wed Dr. Jeffrey S. Oslick

Mr. and Mrs. Al Sapper of Beverly
Hills, Calif. have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Ms.
Stephanie Ann Sapper of Fullerton,
Calif., to Dr. Jeffrey Sheldon Oslick
of Huntington Beach, Calif. He is a
son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Oslick of
Westfield.

A 1987 graduate of Beverly Hills
High School, the bride-elect received
her Bachelor of Science degree in
Biological Sciences from the Uni-
versity of Southern California, where
she was a member of Alpha Omicron
Pi. Her master’s degree in Environ-
mental Studies is from California
State University in Fullerton. Ms.
Sapper is an Environmental Planner
and California Coastal Commission
Liaison with the California Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Dr. Oslick, a 1987 graduate of
Westfield High School, earned a
bachelor’s degree in Geological Sci-
ences from Rutgers College of
Rutgers University. He received both
his master’s degree and his Doctor-
ate in Geological Sciences from
Brown University in Providence, R.I.,
specializing in marine geology and
global climate change studies. A
brother of Alpha Epsilon Pi, Dr.
Oslick is a geologist and Project
Manager with Tetra Tech FW, Inc. in
Santa Ana, Calif.

The couple will be married later
this month.

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher
Hammond Smith of Ponte Vedra
Beach, Fla. and Southport, Conn.
and Mrs. Elisabet Josephson Smith
of Brookline, Mass. have announced
the engagement of their daughter,
Ms. Kristina Alexander Smith, to
Christopher Devlin Gates. He is the
son of Wende Devlin Gates and
Geoffrey McNair Gates of Westfield
and grandson of the late artists and
writers Wende and Harry Devlin.

The bride-to-be was raised in
Southport, Conn., where she attended
Greens Farms Academy. She then
attended high school at the St.
Georges School in Newport, R.I.,
and graduated from Colby College
in Waterville, Me. in 1998.

In 2003, she earned her master’s

degree in landscape architecture at
the Rhode Island School of Design.
Ms. Smith is currently employed at
Towers Golde, a landscape architec-
ture and site planning firm in New
Haven, Conn.

Her fiancé was raised in New York
City, where he attended the Buckley
School, and in Darien, Conn. He
later moved to Westfield with his
family.

The future bridegroom, who at-
tended St. Paul’s School in Concord,
N.H., also graduated in 1998 from
Colby College, where he met Ms.
Smith during his junior year. He is
employed as an Institutional Client
Service Professional at Bear Stearns
Asset Management in Manhattan.

The couple will be married in
October in Newport, R.I. and will
reside in Old Greenwich, Conn.

Westfielder Bertha Unger
Celebrates 100th Birthday

WESTFIELD — Genesis
ElderCare resident Bertha “Byrde”
Unger celebrated 100 years on Janu-
ary 26, when she was joined by fam-
ily and staff at a party hosted at the
Westfield Center.

Mrs. Unger was born in New York
City on January 26, 1904 (five weeks
after the Wright Brothers’ first flight)
to Abe and Gussie Miller. The young-
est of five children, she is the only
surviving sibling.

Mrs. Unger pursued a career in
bookkeeping until marrying Al Unger
on July 10, 1929, a few months be-
fore the stock market crash. After
moving to Jersey City, they had two
children, Abby and Elaine.

About that time, Mrs. Unger began
working in retail sales, helping out a
friend in a local shop. Later in her life,
she and her husband moved to
Hempstead. There, they helped with
the Lions Club and thoroughly en-
joyed playing the parts of Mr. and Mrs.
Claus for the annual Christmas parties.

Mrs. Unger, always an active mem-
ber of her community,  has five grand-
children and 11 great-grandchildren.

Upon moving to Westfield Center
in 1996, she became “The Mayor,”
greeting people in the lobby and
welcoming new residents.

She holds a great capacity for liv-

ing, and enjoys everything she does.
Mrs. Unger is active in the facility’s
daily recreation programs.  A “people
person,” she takes pleasure in other
people’s joys.

“She is a wonderful role model,”
her daughter, Elaine, stated. “She
herself chose to come to Westfield
Center when she could no longer
walk well enough to be on her own.
She never wanted to be a burden on
her children. In seven and a half
years, I have never heard her com-
plain – she greets me every day with
a smile.”

HAPPY BIRTHDAY…Westfield resi-
dent Bertha “Byrde” Unger celebrated
100 years on January 26. Family and
staff at Genesis ElderCare joined her
for the celebration.

Arboretum to Introduce
Kids to Wonders of Owls

SUMMIT — The Reeves-Reed
Arboretum, located at 165 Hobart
Avenue in Summit, offers a new
workshop for children aged three to
seven every month.

Entitled “Family Fun,” the pro-
grams teach children about nature in
an amusing way, allowing them to
use their eyes, hands, noses and,
sometimes, their mouths to make a
point.

In March, children will learn about

owls, from their silent flights to their
extraordinary night vision. They will
hike in the Arboretum’s woods to
locate possible nesting sites and find
some owl pellets.

Family Fun programs are pre-
sented on weekdays from 3:30 to
4:30 p.m. For more information
these activities, please visit the
Arboretum’s website, www.reeves-
reedarboretum.org or call (908) 273-
8787, extension no. 15.

Scotch Plains Library to Hold
Giant Book Sale March 18-20
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends

of the Scotch Plains Public Library,
in coordination with the Scotch
Plains Junior Women’s Club, will
hold a giant used books sale on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday,
March 18, 19 and 20, at the library.

Sale hours will be 3 to 8 p.m. on
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Fri-
day and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Satur-
day. The library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue.

“In addition to selling all kinds
of books, we will also be offering
videos, books on tape, CDs and
audio cassettes,” said Friends Presi-
dent Bob Czaja.

Several thousands of books will
be available at the book sale, in-
cluding fiction and non-fiction, ref-
erence materials, paperbacks,
children’s books, cookbooks and
how-to books, as well as several
hundred rare, old and collectible
books – most of them more than 100
years old. Dealers are welcome.

Hardcover books with dust jack-
ets will be $1.50, and those without
dust jackets will be $1. Paperbacks
will be 50 cents each. There will
also be a large selection of “coffee
table” type books at bargain prices.
Children’s books will start at 25
cents each, and there will be a
special section of books, including
hardcover ones, available for 25
cents each.

Videos, books on tape and com-
pact disks will be $3 each, children’s
videos will be $2 apiece, and au-
diocassettes will be 50 cents each.

A “bag” sale will be held be-
tween 1 and 3 p.m. on Saturday,
where buyers can fill a bag full of
books of their choice for only $5
per bag.

Volunteers are needed to help set
up, staff and clean up for the event.
Anyone interested in helping out
for a couple of hours is asked to call
the library at (908) 322-5007 for
sign-up information.

Miller-Cory to Spotlight
Maple Sugaring Sunday

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, March
7, Jack Petersen of Westfield will
demonstrate maple sugaring between
2 and 5 p.m. at the Miller-Cory House
Museum, located at 614 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield.

Mr. Petersen will collect maple
sap in wooden buckets from the old
sugar maple tree on the museum
grounds. He will show how hand-
made spiles are inserted into the
maple tree to allow sap to run.

Maple tree sap rises and flows out
of the tap holes in the trees — a result
of the combination of warm days and
cold nights in the early spring. New
Jersey’s early settlers learned this
technique, which became known as
“sugaring off,” from the Native
Americans.

Eighteenth-century cooking dem-
onstrations will resume in the Frazee
Building this month, as Cooking
Committee members Joan and

Susanne Barna of Scotch Plains pre-
pare foods over the open-hearth fire
using cooking methods and tech-
niques practiced in the Colonial era.
Taste treats will be available for visi-
tors to sample.

The museum’s gift shop, managed
by Deborah Bailey of Westfield, will
also be open.

Admission to the museum is $2 for
adults, 50 cents for students and free
for children under age six. On Sun-
day, March 14, Joan Barna will
present “Spiders, Salamanders and
Other 18th Century Kitchen Gad-
gets.”

The museum is seeking volunteers
to present what life was like for a
typical Colonial farm family to visi-
tors on Sundays and to schoolchil-
dren during the week. For more in-
formation about the museum and
volunteer opportunities, please call
(908) 232-1776.

NICHOLS & STONE

Mackie Furniture
Established in 1892

320 Somerset Street, North Plainfield

Featuring Harden, Madison Square,

American of Highpoint, Moosehead, Statton, Superior, Lexington

908-756-3274
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 10 to 5

Sale Effective thru March 30th

SAVE
50% OFF

All
Nichols & Stone

Kitchens and
Dining Room Sets

Scotch Plains Lions Set
Pancake Breakfast

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club will present “More
Than A Lion’s Pancake Breakfast”
on Sunday, March 14, from 8 a.m. to
noon at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Jerusalem Road and
Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Pancakes, sausage, ham and eggs,
juice and coffee will be available.
Admission is $6. Children under age
six may attend for free. Tickets may
be purchased at the door or from a
member. All proceeds from the event
will benefit the Blind Fund.

Teen Council to Meet
At Fanwood Library
FANWOOD – All Fanwood and

Scotch Plains teenagers are invited
to attend a meeting of the Teen
Council at the Fanwood Memorial
Library on Tuesday, March 23, at
5:30 p.m.

Participants will help organize
the Teen Corner of the library and
plan events for the spring and sum-
mer. Pizza and soda will be served.
For more information, please call
Annie or Nancy at (908) 322-6400.

Brighton Gardens Posts
Program on Foot Care
MOUNTAINSIDE – Brighton

Gardens of Mountainside, located at
1350 Route 22, West, will sponsor a
free seminar entitled “My Feet Are
Killing Me!” on Wednesday, March
10, at 6:30 p.m. Refreshments will
be served.

Designed to teach people about
proper foot care and proper footware,
the program will include a compli-
mentary foot screening to identify
each participant’s particular foot
shape and problem.

Lise Krieger, the owner of Foot
Solutions in Millburn, will be the
guest speaker. Reservations are re-
quired and may be made by calling
(908) 654-4460.

Brighton Gardens of
Mountainside, a Sunrise Senior Liv-
ing Community, offers Assisted Liv-
ing and a Reminiscence Neighbor-
hood, which focuses on residents
with memory impairment.

WF Rotary to Host
Pancake Breakfast

WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club of
Westfield will hold its annual Pancake
Day and Children’s Fair at Westfield
High School on Saturday, March 6,
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

“Nearly everyone in town has an
interest in the success of the breakfast,
with proceeds going to Rotary’s Schol-
arship Fund,” said Carl Peer, President
of the Rotary Club Foundation and this
year’s event Chairman.

Profits from annual breakfasts
throughout the years have formed the
core $1.5 million in scholarship aid the
Rotary Club has awarded to local col-
lege-bound students.

Mr. Peer stated, “Our members pre-
pare an excellent breakfast and local
music ensembles are on hand to add
entertainment. There’s a bake sale and
the always popular Children’s Fair with
loads of games and prizes.”

Tickets to Pancake Day are $6 and
are available from any Rotarian as well
as at the door on March 6.

The club meets each Tuesday for
lunch, fellowship and education at
12:15 p.m. at the Westfield “Y” and
guests are always welcome.
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CARTRIDGE KIDS…Members of Daisy Troop No. 769 from Washington
Elementary School in Westfield are pictured holding an empty printer car-
tridge drive to earn their petal for “using resources wisely.” Home computer
users can turn in their used inkjet cartridges at several area collection points,
including Allied Business Machines, Starbucks, Trader Joe’s, Washington
School, the Girl Scout Council on Grove Street and Staples on Route 22.
Recycled cartridges can be exchanged for free computer equipment by the Girl
Scouts of Washington Rock Council.

Woman’s Club to Present
‘Corsets to Calling Cards’

Fanwood Library Continues
Friday Film Festival Series

Library Prepares For Debut
Of New Automation System
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, will be closed on
Monday and Tuesday, March 8 and 9,
for staff training in Library.Solution,
a new integrated library automation
system.

When the library reopens on
Wednesday, March 10, the new elec-
tronic resource will be operational
both in the library and from home
computers through the library’s web
page at www.scotlib.org.

Library cardholders may access
their own accounts from home by
typing in their barcode number and

their unique pin. If a patron has reg-
istered a pin with the front desk, that
pin will continue to be operational.
All others may use the last four digits
of their primary telephone number
or visit the library to enter their four
digits of choice.

The new catalog will add cover
pictures of many new books, links to
reviews and simple icons to differen-
tiate between books, films and re-
corded books.

Library visitors are welcome to
ask any staff member for an intro-
duction to the new system. For more
information or directions to the li-
brary, please call (908) 322-5007.

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library’s Friday Film Festi-
val will continue this month with
four movies. All films start at 7:30
p.m. at the library and are free of
charge.

The new films kick off tomorrow,
March 5, with the animated hit Find-
ing Nemo (G). A father fish’s quest to
find his son leads to encounters with
a variety of sea characters, while the
little fish begins to gain courage in
his new surroundings.

Under The Tuscan Sun (PG-13)
will be featured on March 12. In this
film, a recent divorcée finds fulfill-
ment and love while restoring a villa
she has purchased in the beautiful
Tuscan countryside.

On March 19, Runaway Jury (PG-

13) will be presented. Based on the
John Grisham novel, the film pits a
tort lawyer taking on the gun lobby
against a jury consultant for the de-
fendants in a battle for the hearts and
minds of the jury.

The month’s offerings will con-
clude on March 26 with Le Divorce
(PG-13). French versus American
social customs are explored in this
story about an American visiting her
Frenchman-wed sister, and their ex-
periences on the Paris social scene
after the sister is abandoned by her
husband.

The series is co-sponsored by the
Friends of the Fanwood Memorial
Library with the cooperation of
Palmer Video in Scotch Plains. For
more information, please call the
library at (908) 322-6400.

FANWOOD – The Woman’s Club
of Fanwood is inviting members of
the community to attend a program
entitled “From Corsets to Calling
Cards” on Wednesday, March 10, at
12:30 p.m.

It will take place in the dining
room of the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church on Marian Avenue. The
church is located at the corner of
Marian and Martine Avenues. Re-
freshments will be available.

Laurie MacDonnell-Gaulke, an
actress/storyteller from Gillette, will
showcase dress and decorum in Vic-
torian America. Mrs. MacDonnell-

Gaulke specializes in creating his-
toric portrayals of real people and
cultural events.

The Woman’s Club of Fanwood is
a member of the National Federation
of Women’s Clubs and the New Jer-
sey State Federation of Women’s
Clubs, all dedicated to community
service, social outreach and inter-
personal fellowship.

For further information about the
Woman’s Club of Fanwood or this
program, please call Club President
Margery Palmer at (908) 322-4772
or Program Chairwoman Barbara
Couphos at (908) 322-7892.

Calvary Lutheran Invites
Public to Join Prayer Vigil

Labyrinth Walks to Begin
Again Sunday at Church

Church Serves Lunches
Sundays During Lent
WESTFIELD — Free soup and

bread lunches are being offered at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
each Sunday during Lent after the
10:30 a.m. worship service. No res-
ervations are required.

The lunches in the Assembly Hall
of the Parish House, provided by the
church’s Fellowship Commission,
will continue through March 28.

Lenten Evening Prayer with Com-
munion is being held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m. in the Chapel through March
30.

Additionally, a Sedar Dinner is
planned for Holy Thursday, April 9.
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
is located at 140 Mountain Avenue.

CRANFORD – The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford will once
again sponsor a series of open Laby-
rinth Walks, with the next one sched-
uled for Sunday, March 7.

Participants are invited to walk the
Labyrinth any time between 1 and 4
p.m., but are asked to begin their
walk by 3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks
will be held the first Sunday of every
month, unless otherwise specified.

Walks will be held in Bates Hall in
the First Presbyterian Church, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue. All
are invited to attend.

Walking the Labyrinth is an an-
cient spiritual practice of prayer and
meditation. The 11-ringed pattern,
painted on canvas, is modeled after
the 13th-century Labyrinth at
Chartres Cathedral in France.

In Medieval times, walking the

Labyrinth symbolized the Christian
pilgrimage to Jerusalem for those
who could not personally make the
journey.

CRANFORD – The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, has
invited the public to take part in a
Lenten Prayer Vigil starting on Fri-
day, March 12, at noon.

For the next 24 hours Calvary
members, youth and friends will
make sure there is at least one per-
son in the church’s sanctuary pray-
ing until noon on Saturday, March

13. The prayer vigil is part of a
special emphasis at Calvary during
Lent on the power of prayer.

Members of the public are invited
to visit the church as schedules al-
low, spending some quiet time in
individual prayer. All are welcome.
Those who can’t be there are invited
to join the Calvary vigil at home.

Calvary also welcomes prayer
concerns from the public to be
added to the prayers of those taking
part in the vigil. To add a concern
to the prayers, please call the church
office at (908) 276-2418.

First Baptist to Commence
ALPHA Course on Sunday

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, March
7, at 5:30 p.m., the First Baptist
Church of Westfield will offer a free
supper along with a video lecture by
Englishman Nicky Gumble entitled
“Christianity: Boring, Untrue, Irrel-
evant?”

The video will be followed by
open discussion on the claims of
Christianity and issues related to the
movie The Passion of The Christ,
ending at 7:30 p.m.

The evening will begin a 10-week,

free program called ALPHA, which
explores questions about Christian-
ity and delves into basic Christian
beliefs. Each session begins with
supper and includes a lecture and
discussion period. The program is
open to all.

Individuals attending the first ses-
sion are not obligated to complete the
course. The church is located at 170
Elm Street. For more information,
please call (908) 233-2278 or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

First Baptist to Salute
‘America for Christ’
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church of Westfield will celebrate
“America for Christ,” a program
supporting missions and missionar-
ies in the United States, this Sun-
day, March 7, at the 10:30 a.m.
worship service.

The guest preacher will be Prem
Prashanth Suppogu, Church Planter
with American Baptist Asian Indian
Ministries. Pre-service music, be-
ginning at 10:15 a.m., will be pro-
vided by the Asian Indian band
“Songs for Jesus,” which is now on
tour in the United States.

A special America for Christ of-
fering will be collected. The church
is located at 170 Elm Street. For
more information, please call (908)
233-2278.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Meet on Monday
WESTFIELD – The regular

meeting of the Senior Social Club
of Holy Trinity will be held on
Monday, March 8, at 1:30 p.m. in
the gymnasium-auditorium of the
elementary school.

Club members will be enter-
tained by a group of students from
Holy Trinity School performing
Irish dances.

Attendees are encouraged to
wear green. A prize will be awarded
to the most outstanding “wearer of
the green.”

Free Screenings and Lectures
Scheduled at Westfield ‘Y’

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
“Y,” located at 220 Clark Street, will
hold several screenings and lectures
this month. All are open to the public
and offered free of charge.

“Acupuncture and Chinese Medi-
cine: Natural Health Solutions to
Health and Stress” will be held on
Monday, March 8, at 7 p.m. Andy
Rosenfarb of Acupuncture Health
Associates will be the presenter.

“Spinal Screening” is slated for
Tuesday, March 9, from 10 a.m. to
noon. Dr. Joseph Diorio of the
Westfield Spine Center will perform
the evaluations.

“Diabetes Screening” is set for
Thursday, March 11, also from 10
a.m. to noon. Overlook Hospital per-

sonnel will perform this screening.
“The Positive Effects of Exercise

on Diabetes,” presented by Larry
Bock of Twin Boro Associates, will
take place Monday, March 15, at 7
p.m.

For reservations and additional
information on any of these pro-
grams, please call Michael Johnson
at (908) 233-2700, ext. no. 251.

Rabbi Troster to Discuss
Modern Jewish Identity

WESTFIELD – Rabbi Lawrence
Troster will return to Temple Emanu-
El, located at 756 East Broad Street
in Westfield, to teach about “The
First Modern Jewish Movements.”

He will trace the origin of some of
the major trends of Jewish modern
identity during talks to be held on
Wednesdays, March 10, 17, 24 and
31, at 7:30 p.m.

Rabbi Troster’s topics will include
Moses Mendelsohn and the Jewish
Enlightenment, The Science of Ju-
daism, The Rise of Jewish National-
ism and Zionism, and Theodore
Herzl.

For further information, please call
Carolyn Shane at (908) 232-6770.

Rosarians to Gather
In Westfield March 11
WESTFIELD – The Rosary Altar

Society of Holy Trinity and St.
Helen’s will hold their St. Patrick’s
and St. Joseph’s meeting at noon on
Thursday, March 11, at St. Helen’s
Parish Center on Lamberts Mill Road
in Westfield.

A video presentation and homily
will be given by the Reverend Vincent
Yungberg, a Passionist priest at a
mission held at the Parish Commu-
nity of St. Helen.

Participants are asked to bring a
bag lunch. Coffee and tea will be
served. New members are always
welcome.

Cannonball House Set
To Reopen on Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Osborn

Cannonball House Museum, located
at 1840 Front Street in Scotch Plains,
will reopen for the year on Sunday,
March 7, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Costumed docents will be avail-
able to give tours of the museum.
There is no admission fee.

During the winter months, the His-
torical Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood has undertaken the costs of
restoration and painting several
rooms of the house.

This work was done to help con-
tinue the museum’s role in preserv-
ing the history of the community.

St. John’s Ministry
To Sponsor Fur Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – The St.
John’s Baptist Church’s Pastor’s Aid
Ministry will sponsor a Pre-Easter
Fur Sale on Saturday, March 6, from
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the church,
located at 2387 Morse Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Larry Cowit of Madison Avenue
Fine Furs, Ltd. will sell furs valued
at $1,000 to $9,500 at prices rang-
ing from $295 to $2,995. Selections
will include estate sale, brand new
and almost new mink, fox, coyote,
beaver and lynx hats, flings, jackets
and full-length coats in all colors
and sizes.

Cash and major credit cards only
will be accepted. For more informa-
tion, please call the church at (908)
232-7269.

Ketubah Plans Visit
To Montclair Museum
COUNTY — The B’nai B’rith

Ketubah Married Couples Unit (40+)
will travel to the Montclair Art Mu-
seum, located at 3 South Mountain
Avenue in Montclair, on Sunday,
March 14, at 1:30 p.m.

The cost is $6.50 per person. After
visiting the museum, the group will
have dinner at Top Notch, 700
Bloomfield Avenue in Montclair. The
cost of the dinner will be averaged
out among those attending.

Prospective members are welcome
to attend. Interested individuals are
asked to call Elaine at (908) 232-
0062 by Friday, March 12.

 
 
 
 
 

Specialized Small Group Instruction By Certified Teachers 
 

Ages 4-6 
Wednesdays and Thursdays 11:40 – 1:00 for 5 weeks  (bring lunch) 

                      10 Sessions - $300 
                               Or 
      Wednesday  3:30 – 4:30 for 8 weeks 

            8 Sessions - $225 
 

Help Your Child Learn Essential Reading Skills for Academic Success 
 Groups now forming for MARCH  
   
                                            Call   

(908)232-7366 
Francie M. Matthews, Ph. D. & Associates 

143 Elm Street 
Westfield, N.J. 07090 

 

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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– Obituaries –
Ida G. Church, 90, Worked at Hahne’s;
Was Active at St. Bartholomew Church

Robert J. Paardecamp, 49, Was Executive;
Listed in ‘Who’s Who’ of N.J. Businessmen

Robert John Paardecamp, 49, a
lifelong resident of Fanwood, died
on Wednesday, February 25, at Uni-
versity Hospital in Newark.

Born in Trenton, he graduated in
1972 from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

Mr. Paardecamp had been Presi-
dent of the U. S. Home Inspection
Corporation, Inc. in Springfield
from 1990 until his retirement in
2001. He was listed among “Who’s
Who of New Jersey Businessmen.”

He was a communicant of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

He was predeceased by a brother,
James Paardecamp, in 1985.

Surviving are his parents, John
and Alicia Paardecamp, and a sis-
ter, Karen Paardecamp, all of
Fanwood.

The funeral took place on Mon-
day, March 1, from the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue
in Fanwood. A Mass followed at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Church.
Interment was at the Calvary Cem-
etery in Queens, N.Y.

Memorial donations may be
made to the Fanwood Memorial
Library, North Avenue and Tillotson
Road, Fanwood 07023 or to the
Fanwood Volunteer Rescue Squad,
218 Forest Road, Fanwood 07023.

March 4, 2004

Ida G. Church, 90, of Scotch Plains
died on Tuesday, February 24, at her
home.

Born on March 19, 1913 in Jersey
City to Frank and Sofia Mary Lauria
Granata, she had lived in Roselle
before moving to Scotch Plains in
1950.

Mrs. Church had worked at
Hahne’s of Westfield for many years.

A member of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains, she was a volunteer
for many years at the church and
interparochial school. She also was a
member of the Golden Agers in
Scotch Plains.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Warren E. Church, in 1996.
The couple was married on Novem-
ber 15, 1936 in Liberty, N.Y.

Surviving are two daughters, Carol
Burinda of South Plainfield and
Maureen Kucharski of Scotia, N.Y.;
two sons, Donald Church of Pittstown
and Wayne Church of North
Plainfield; a sister, Erminia Hill of
Albuquerque, N.M.; a step-sister,
Gilda Byrom of Blairstown; four
grandchildren and four great-grand-
children.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
February 28, from the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Mass followed at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Church.
Entombment was at Woodbridge
Memorial Gardens in Woodbridge.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad,
P.O. Box 325, Scotch Plains 07076.

March 4, 2004

•

DEATH NOTICE
Michael T. Nuzzo, 33, Film Enthusiast;

Taught English to Children in Japan

Michael T. Nuzzo

Michael Thomas Nuzzo, 33, be-
loved son of Roy and Jo Nuzzo of
Westfield, beloved brother of Aimee
Cantwell and brother-in-law of Rob-
ert Cantwell of New York City, died
Sunday, February 22, in Oizumi
Machi, Japan.

He had been residing and working
at the Fifth Wings En-
glish Club in Japan
since August 2003,
where he taught En-
glish to Japanese chil-
dren while he also
worked on his own film
project.

Michael was born in
New Haven, Conn. but
grew up in Westfield.
He attended Franklin
School,  Roosevelt Jun-
ior High, and gradu-
ated from Westfield
Senior High School in
1988. Michael at-
tended Brown Univer-
sity and the Tisch School of the Arts
at New York University, where he
graduated in June 1992 with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree.

Michael worked for many years as

an audio-visual specialist at NYU
Medical Center. He had an enduring
love for film, animation and his movie
craft, for which he traveled exten-
sively throughout Asia, especially
Hong Kong, Singapore and Japan.

In addition to his parents, sister
and brother-in-law, Michael is sur-

vived by his grandpar-
ents, Ralph and Emily
Nuzzo of Whiting; his
s t e p - g r a n d fa t h e r ,
Harold Brinley of West
Melbourne, Fla.; many
aunts, uncles and cous-
ins, and a cherished
circle of close friends.

His kind heart and
gentle spirit and humor
enriched the lives of
all of those fortunate to
have loved him.

A Memorial Mass
will be held at the
Church of St. Helen in
Westfield at 10 a.m. on

Saturday, March 6.
Donations may be made in

Michael’s name to the Westfield High
School Television Studio, 550 Dorian
Road, Westfield 07090.

March 4, 2004

Catherine Zych, 83, Worked For Town;
Was Member of Catholic Daughters

Martha Williams, 80, Was Employed
With Area Banks For Over 50 Years

Catherine A. Novak Zych, 83, of
Westfield died on Monday, March 1,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Jersey City, she lived in
Westfield since 1964.

Mrs. Zych had been a switchboard
operator, typist and clerk for the Town
of Westfield for 23 years before retir-
ing in 1986.

A communicant of the Holy Trin-
ity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield, she also was a member of
the Catholic Daughters of America
in Union and the Wegner’s Granular
Mytosis Association.

She was a former member of the
Holy Trinity School Parent-Teacher

Association in Westfield.
She was predeceased by her hus-

band, Joseph Zych, in 1969, and by
her son, Thomas Zych, in 2000.

Surviving are two daughters, Karen
Fahrion of Mountainside and Valerie
Clayton of Farmingdale, and four
grandchildren.

The funeral will be at 9 a.m. today,
Thursday, March 4, from the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will follow at 10 a.m. at
the Holy Trinity Church. Interment
will be at the Holy Cross Cemetery
in North Arlington.

March 4, 2004

Martha Williams, 80, a lifelong
resident of Westfield, died on Fri-
day, February 27, at the Robert
Wood University Hospital in
Rahway.

Miss Williams, who lived all her
life in the house where she was
born, graduated in 1944 from St.
Lawrence University in Canton,
N.Y. with a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Mathematics and Sociology.

She had worked as a banker at

several different banks in Westfield
and the surrounding communities
for over 50 years before retiring.

Surviving are a nephew, James
Williams, and a sister-in-law,
Evelyn Williams, both of Maine.

A memorial service was held yes-
terday, Wednesday, March 3, at the
First Congregational Church of
Westfield.

Funeral arrangements were un-
der the direction of the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be
made to the Westfield Rescue
Squad, P.O. Box 356, Westfield
07091.

March 4, 2004

DEATH NOTICE
William M. Cole, 72, Was Businessman;
Veteran Who Enjoyed Music, Reading

I. Davis Jessup, 2nd, 61, Arbitrator;
American Bar Association Member

I. Davis Jessup, 2nd, 61, of Sum-
mit died on Wednesday, February
18, at his home.

Born in Trenton, he was a Summit
resident for 10 years.

Mr. Jessup was a freelance certi-
fied arbitrator for 10 years. Prior to
that, he had been employed with
Mony-Re in New York and the Aegis
Insurance Co. in Jersey City.

He graduated from Parsons Col-
lege in Fairfield, Iowa in 1964 and
received a master’s degree from St.
Francis College in Fort Wayne, Ind.
Additionally, he attended Roanoke
College in Salem, Va., where he was
a member of Sigma Chi fraternity.

Mr. Jessup was a member of the

American Bar Association and AIDA,
a reinsurance and insurance arbitra-
tion society.

He also was a member of the Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield and
the Normandy Beach Yacht Club.

Surviving are his wife, Kathy
Jessup; two sons, Matthew Jessup
and Rob Jessup; two stepdaughters,
Lisa Parkes and Stacy Cushing, and
a stepson, J. Robb Keene.

A memorial service was held on
Saturday, February 21, at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the William R. Dangler
Funeral Home in Summit.

March 4, 2004

William M. Cole, 72, died on
Tuesday, March 2, at his residence
in Westfield.

A Westfield resident for 35 years,
Mr. Cole was a brilliant and suc-
cessful businessman. Early in his
career, he helped to revolutionize
the shipping industry. At the end of
his career, he was a self-employed
consultant for many years. He was
also involved in many other busi-
ness ventures.

He enjoyed all types of music,
was a voracious reader, and was an
active member of the New York
Athletic Club.

Mr. Cole was a veteran of the
Korean Conflict and was a member
of the United States Navy’s under-

water demolition team.
He was predeceased by his former

wife, Maureen C. Coles.
Surviving are a daughter, Susan

Williams; a son, Bradford Cole, and
five grandchildren. He is also sur-
vived by his longtime companion,
Lily Semon, and a sister, Frances
Anderson.

A Funeral Liturgy will be held at
10 a.m. today, Thursday, March 4,
at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield, with burial to
follow at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

March 4, 2004

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com

Education News

CULTURAL TAPESTRY…Young Audiences of New Jersey representative
Anne Pasquale recently educated Jefferson Elementary School pupils on cul-
tural diversity and heritage. Pictured, left to right, are: top row; Ms. Pasquale
and an assistant, and bottom row, Harry Williamson and Jeffrey Felter, who
portrayed a matador and bull during the assembly.

Diversity, Heritage Lessons
Learned at Jefferson School
WESTFIELD – Anne Pasquale of

Young Audiences New Jersey visited
Jefferson Elementary School in
Westfield on January 26 and pre-
sented “Liberty Belles,” a program
inspired by her grandmother’s tales.

In the program, which was based
on the stories of female immigrants
from many cultures, Ms. Pasquale
helped the children explore cultural
diversity and common heritage.

Through songs, stories and char-
acterizations, the Jefferson students
journeyed to Ellis Island to encoun-
ter Europeans; heard the ancestral
tale of Harriet Tubman, and experi-
enced the Mexican culture of the
Southwestern immigrants.

Morristown-Beard School
Reports Honor Roll Pupils

MORRISTOWN – The
Morristown-Beard School in
Morristown recently reported the
names of local students placed on
the Headmaster’s List and Honor
Roll for the 2002-2003 fall semester.

To qualify for the Headmaster’s
List, a student must obtain a mini-
mum grade point average of 3.90
with no grade lower than a “B-”. To

achieve Honor Roll status, a pupil
must earn a minimum grade point
average of 3.0 with no grade lower
than a “B-” or a 3.2 grade point
average with no more than one grade
in the “C” range.

Westfielders named to the Honor
Roll include Christopher Adams
(grade 11), Jennifer Evans (grade
10), Adam Formal (grade 12),
Stephen Kowalski (grade 10), Brandt
Miller (grade 12), Roshan Nozari
(grade 11), and 10th graders Julia
Stern and Caitlin Thrower.

Fanwood resident Henry Coxe, a
10th grader, was named to the Honor
Roll.

Berkeley Heights 11th grader Sa-
rah Rosenberg was named to the
Headmaster’s List, while fellow resi-
dent Timothy Drury, a 10th grader,
and Nathan Shulman, a 12th grader,
were named to the Honor Roll.

 Franklin & Marshall Posts
Fall Dean’s List Students
AREA – Westfield resident Blair

Richardson and Berkeley Heights
residents Shawn Coughlin and Katy
Engelmeyer have received academic
honors for the fall 2003 semester at
Franklin & Marshall College in
Lancaster, Pa.

Blair is a sophomore and a 2002
graduate of Westfield High School.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Taw
Richardson of Westfield.

Shawn, a first-year pupil, is a 2003
graduate of Governor Livingston
Regional High School. He is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Brian Coughlin of
Berkeley Heights.

Katy, a junior English major and
religious studies minor, is a 2001
graduate of Governor Livingston.
She is the daughter of Karen
Engelmeyer of Berkeley Heights and
Mitchell Engelmeyer of Chatham.

Mendez Graduates
Phase I of ChalleNGe
WESTFIELD – Tatiana Mendez

of Westfield, a cadet in the New
Jersey National Guard ChalleNGe
Youth Program’s 19th class, recently
celebrated her graduation from Phase
I of the program.

Ceremonies were held on the morn-
ing of February 28 at the War Memo-
rial Building in Trenton.

The program provides 16- to 18
year-old residents of New Jersey,
who did not complete high school, a
second chance at earning a diploma
or qualifying for a GED (Graduate
Equivalency Diploma).

Tatiana participated in a variety of
activities, including daily physical
training, community service and vo-
cational training. Her academic
courses emphasized reading, writ-
ing, mathematics, computer skills,
citizenship and social studies.

Cadets who successfully complete
the requirements of the program are
eligible to receive a State of New
Jersey High School Diploma.

Following Phase I, the initial 22-
week residency phase, cadets are as-
signed mentors for an additional 12
months to provide continued guid-
ance and direction through a combi-
nation of personal visits, e-mails and
phone calls.

New Jersey is one of only 25 states
to have an active ChalleNGe program.

Leibowitz Participates
In Leaders Conference
WESTFIELD – Scott Leibowitz

of Westfield was selected to partici-
pate in the National Young Leaders
Conference (NYLC) in Washington,
D.C. from February 17 to 22.

Scott was one of 400 outstanding
scholars from around the country at
the event, a leadership development
program for high school students
who have demonstrated leadership
potential and scholastic merit.

The theme of NYLC is “The Lead-
ers of Tomorrow Meeting the Lead-
ers of Today.” Throughout six days,
Scott interacted with a variety of
personnel who operate within the
three branches of government, the
news media, and the international
community.

Scott, a student at Solomon
Schechter Day School, also partici-
pated in leadership skill-building
activities and simulations. The con-
ference culminated with a Model
Congress.

Mountainside Library
Gets Technology Boost
MOUNTAINSIDE — Verizon is

providing more than $11,000 in tech-
nology equipment and services through
its Access New Jersey (ANJ) program
to the Mountainside Public Library.

Access New Jersey is Verizon’s
statewide educational initiative that
provides discounted high-speed tele-
communications services and free
equipment to New Jersey’s kinder-
garten-through-12th grade schools
and public libraries.

A major component of ANJ is free
use of its Video Portal, a managed
video network that unites New Jer-
sey schools and libraries with each
other and the world.

To participate in ANJ, schools and
libraries must have an approved tech-
nology plan. They can also apply for
Federal Universal Service Fund sub-
sidies.

Klass, McGlynn Spend
Term Studying Abroad

WESTFIELD – Westfield resi-
dents Allison Klass and Martta
McGlynn are spending their spring
2004 semester studying in London,
England through Syracuse
University’s Division of International
Programs Abroad.

Allison is a junior majoring in
speech communication at Syracuse
University’s College of Visual and
Performing Arts.

Martta is also a junior, majoring in
television, radio and film at Syra-
cuse University’s S.I. Newhouse
School of Public Communications.
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Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought Terrill Middle School Principal Baubles Tells
Honor Roll Pupils for Second Marking Period

SCOTCH PLAINS – Jeanette
Baubles, Principal of Terrill Middle
School in Scotch Plains, has announced
the names of students placed on the
High Honor Roll and Regular Honor
Roll for the Second Marking Period of
the 2003-2004 academic term.

To qualify for High Honor Roll,

students must attain 90 or better in
all content areas. To be placed on the
Regular Honor Roll, pupils must
achieve 80 or better in major content
areas and a 70 or better in explor-
atory classes.

HIGH HONOR ROLL
GRADE 6 – 82 STUDENTS

Matthew Alfano Lee Lenz
Mohammed Alzoobaee Evan Levine
Lauren Belfer Alyson Linsenberg
Steven Berkowitz Daniel Mathan
Marissa Berlant John Maxwell
Danielle Bernstein Louis Mazzella
Gary Binkiewicz Delia McGee
Alex Brass Erin McGowan
Amelia Brause Emma Nagle
Albert Callahan Katarina Nier
Graceann CaramicoDaniel Nizri
Daniel Chapman Matthew O’Donnell
Bianca Chaves Adam Offitzer
Matthew Ciabattari Dominique Osterman
Kevin Coughlan Neha Pannuri
Victoria Dalessandro Alexis Pigna
Devon Daly Kethan Reddy
Diana DeVries Lindsay Robinson
Kathryn Dinizio Roger Romero
Alan Dlugosz Arthur Rose

Lyndsey Douglas Kelsey Rossi
Rebecca Dunn Marissa Sacca
Jessica Feldman Carrie Salem
Zachary Flanzman Alanna Salituro
Geri Flood Eddie Sangern
Kathryn Foley Kunal Saxena
Christopher Fortunato Devon Sepe
Marc Gaglioti Eliann Shadmi
Kelly Gajdzisz Christopher Shea
Toniann Gattozzi Mackenzie Sizemore
Carly Goldner Valerie Smith
Samantha Goldner Lauren Steinbeck
Matthew Goor Margaux Streep
Taylor Guiffre Laura Toffolo
Samantha Henderson Tracy Toffolo
Michael Henkels Emily Weinstock
Caitlin Hoynes-O’Connor Kevin Welch
Alexandra Joy Erica Wise
Scott Keogh Albert Wu
Rebecca Krakora Alexander Zaller
David Kreps Cassandra Zito

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 6 – 81 STUDENTS

Musa Ali Blake Lyons
Stephen Allen Morgan Maisel
Katherine Arias Sara Mankoff
Jordan Bayroff Edward Markey
Steven Bello Kyle Mattson
Taylor Biondi William McColly
Jeremy Busch Mitchell McNamara
Lauren Casserly Peter Merrick
Francis Celardo Todd Morling
Indranath Chattopadhyay Sara Muoio
Daniel Clarke Sruthi Narayanan
Kaitlynn Colligan Emilio Navarro
Ashley Crim Amanda Nguyen
Joseph D’Annunzio Chiemeka Onwuanaegbule
Jacqueline Depew Jodie Ordanza
Luke Durett Kiara Patrick
Marisa Elmer Gina Pelosi
Eric Felber Nicholas Posyton
Donovan Garrett Alyssa Resnick
Alexander Gonzalez Dena Rice
Andrew Gorbunoff Michael Riesenberg
Alexander Graham Jenna Romaine
Paige Griffin Bianca Root
Stephanie Groben Laura Ruesch
Kareem Guy Perry Sandrock
Samantha Hanciles Taylor Schon
Michael Harrison Jessica Schroder
Nichelle Hodulik Sean Shukla
Sarah Hoffman Stefani Silverman
Nicholas Jastrzebski Benjamin Smith
Robert Jastrzebski Gregory Stein
Michelle Jenkelowitz Benjamin Strauss
Brian Kahn Sarah Strong
Patrick Keenan Michael Surdouski
Emily Kennedy Benjamin Ungar
Jennifer Kickenweitz Nicole Valvano
Jeffrey Kranz David Van Wert
Andrea Lahoud Brian Walsh
Miguel Lovero Ian Weinberg
Oliviana Lumetta Brandon Wheeler

Jericka Williams

HIGH HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 – 38 STUDENTS

Jennie Altman Jeremy Kaufman
Anjli Bansal Faraz Khan
Dorian Bogdanovski Kapri Kreps
Brian Bonacum Sahrula Kubie
James Burke Allison Lasher
Emily Carow Kevin Maroney
Nicole Cicchetti Kelly Monroy
Kathryn Cockrell Austin Pfundheller
Michelle De Santis Tyler Pfundheller
Julie Deutsch Michael Postolowski
Christina Dokopoulos Maxim Rabinovich
Kelly Dyckman Kaitlin Rau
Diana Ferrante Alyssa Riesenberg
Elizabeth Ferraro Michael Roth
Erin Finan Martin Spirko
Daniel Gilman Linda Timko
Brian Jascur Ulysses Velasquez
Eileen Jiang Peter Weigel
William Johnston Jennifer Yang

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 – 71 STUDENTS

Kristen Armstrong Ryan McCarthy
Camilla Bach Jie Mei
Kyle Bascom Daniel Meurer
Nicholas Blackwood Kayla Molnar

Nickolas Bonadies Kathryn Moynihan
Katherine Celardo Alex Nieto
Kelly Cianciotta Anne Marie Noronha
Patrick Clancy Brian Northrup
Katherine Cornacchia Elyse Nussenfeld
Lauren D’Aloisio Zachary Peart
Morgan Dorsch Alexandria Pisauro
Mitchell Facer Ryan Rappa
Kathleen Flor-Stagnato Matthew Rivera
Emma Forman Kimberly Rizzo
Justin Frasier-Wright Davina Roshansky
Alexandra Friedman Golan Rozenberg
Ricky Fuimo Bridget Samaritano
Amanda Gianni Samantha Schaffer
Stephanie Glover Elizabeth Schreiber
Susan Gonch Joseph Sebolao
Daniel Gore Timothy Seemann
Marcus Green Mark Shvartsman
Anthony Ingato Alexis Sorace
Donald Keenan Paul Spicer
Michael Klotz Brendan Stripling
Mark Koransky Henna Tailor
Rachel Krismann Mangesh Tamhankar
Evan Lake Pia Tempestini
Cara Levinson Emily Ann Varvar
Joshua Lieberman Rebecca VonLangen
Thomas Loop Corinne Walker
Genevieve Lubas Erick Walker
Daniel Lubranski James Walsh
Stephen Manzi Julia Weigel
Michelle Mattar Erika White

Eliza Ziegler

HIGH HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 – 34 STUDENTS

Dana Abramson John Loomis
Amie Berlant Francesca Lumetta
Adam Brous Elizabeth McMillion
Kristin Cassidy Jessica Nagourney
David Chapman Joanna Naugle
Sky Cheung Cecilia Osterman
Andrew Clark Erin Rossi
Janine DeFeo Jacqueline Saunier
Zachary Feldman Joseph Schiavo
Carina Gerveshi Alexandra Segal
Samantha Grecco Camillia Shanks
Catherine Harley Barbara Slaugh
Mary Henkels Kunal Sodhi
Brian Hessemer Harrison Stuppler
Brendan Kirby Natalie Terens
Rachel Kreyer Kathleen Yan
Andrew Livingston Molly Yergalonis

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 – 78 STUDENTS

Kathryn Albanese-DeMair Timothy Leischner
Evan Aspell Rachel Leitner
Maureen Assante-Nkansa Randy Lemence
Michael Bello Jacqueline Lenoff
Alana Bencivengo Wesley Lorenzini
Gregory Bencivengo Andrew Lynch
Courtney Bifani Casey Marks
Brittany Biondi Jesse Marvosa
Samantha Bremer Jeremy Mattimore
Keith Bronikowksi Victoria McNally
Michelle Brown Jane Newcomer
Trevor Cannon Brian O’Donnell
Christopher Casserly Chibuzor Onwuanaegbule
Ryan Cassidy Brian Pesin
Alina Chabus Brian Piccola
Anna Chapman Matthew Plagge
Daniel Ciabattari Michael Ragan
Jarek Cohen Briana Redmount
Michael Cornacchia Jordan Rejaud
Amanda Curcie Maya Robinson
Caitlin Daly Theodore Rosenblatt
Jaime Dedousis Scott Salmon
Noelle DeGregorio Jordan Sedwin
Tyler DelMauro Michele Silverstein
Michael Devizio Cameron Sizemore
Sean Dolgin Courtney Slaten
Bryan Dougher Anne Smith
Jayne Dzuback Alyssa Straniero
Ian Feller Jeffrey Stuart
Matthew Fitzgibbon Thomas Sutter
Lisa Gattozzi Tyler Swanek
David Gordon Jackson Udelsman
Colleen Hagerty Samuel Ungar
David Haynes Cassandra Valdes
Adam Horowitz Allison Vogel
Julia Joseph Grace Wallden
Edward Kahn Gregory Weinstock
Kimberly Kliesch Christina Woods
Ryan Krueger Gregory Zabel

Holy Trinity School in Westfield
Announces Honor Roll Students

WESTFIELD — Dorothy Szot,
Principal  of  Holy Trinity
Interparochial School in Westfield,
announced the honor roll students
for the second marking period of
the 2003-2004 school year.

To be on the honor roll, a student
must earn a 3.5 grade average or
above, with no grades being lower
than a “B-” and no incomplete marks
in any subject. To be named on the
Principal’s List, a student must have
all “A”s with a 4.0 grade point or
higher. First Honors go to those stu-
dents with a 3.8 average and Second
Honors are for students with a 3.5
average.

The students named to the
Principal’s List are:

PRINCIPAL’S LIST
GRADE 6 – 6 STUDENTS

Caraugh Ball Catherine Munkittrick
Lorraine Cambria Patricia Whitehead
Jessica Mondon Caroline Williams

PRINCIPAL’S LIST
GRADE 7 – 5 STUDENTS

Michelle Ball Ashling Coffey
Matthew Berka Ann Fielder

Laura Traflet

PRINCIPAL’S LIST
GRADE 8 – 6 STUDENTS

Daniel LiVolsi Cynthia Ritter
Sean McGowan Kathryn Salvati

Sean Smith
FIRST HONORS

GRADE 6 – 9 STUDENTS
Richard Knapp Lucy Pullicino
Elaina Kujawski Meghan Salvati
Agatha Kuza Jennifer Sgalardi
Kristi Peyton Benjamin Stracquatanio

Claire Teasdale

FIRST HONORS
GRADE 7 – 15 STUDENTS

Benjamin Camargo Kathryn Ilg
Connor Cattafe Robert Granstrand
Kristen DeLorenzo Margeaux Hedley
Marie DiIorio Matthew Mullman
Emily Fennik Robert Realmuto
Jeanne Fitzpatrick Kristen Schmicker
Nikita Fraser Camille Trongone

Kristen Wright

FIRST HONORS
GRADE 8 – 7 STUDENTS

Daniel Convery Alexandra Knapp
Luke Granstrand Claire Moryan
Carolyn Haggerty Scott Muldoon

Alexandra Thek

SECOND HONORS
GRADE 6 – 2 STUDENTS

Natalie Deduck Conor Laughlin

SECOND HONORS
GRADE 7 – 2 STUDENTS

Ean Drew John Doyle

SECOND HONORS
GRADE 8 – 3 STUDENTS

Kevin Cascone Laura Hanson
Andrew Realmuto

Principal Rebimbas Tells
Park Middle Honor Roll

Upper School Honor Roll
Reported at Pingry School

MARTINSVILLE – Headmaster
John Neiswender of The Pingry School
has announced the names of students
who were recently appointed to the
Upper School’s First Semester Honor
Roll for the period beginning in Sep-

tember and ending on January 23.
The honor roll recognizes students

for achieving a “B+” average or better
with no individual grade lower than a
“B-”.

Westfield recipients include ninth
graders Isaac Davis, Sean Hager, Max
Horlbeck, and Elizabeth Zoidis; 10th
graders Caitlin Jennings, Kelly Peeler,
and Nadine Reitman; 11th graders Rita
Biagioli, Elizabeth Encarnacion, Julia
Saering, and Christopher Svoboda; and
12th grader Alexander Bregman.

Ninth grader Melissa Loewinger and
10th grader Rachel Van Wert, both of
Scotch Plains, were also placed on the
roster.

Mountainside 11th grader John
Stamatis joined Berkeley Heights resi-
dents Andrew McConvey and Jennifer
Soo Hoo of the 10th grade and Kristen
Brodgesell and Allison Seebald of the
11th grade in being named Honor Roll
pupils.

Wright Tapped for Honors
Program and Authorship

WESTFIELD – Sean Wright, a
graduate of the Class of 2003 from
Westfield High School, has been se-
lected by Villanova University to
participate in their Honors Program.

The comprehensive four-year pro-
gram of seminars/courses, research
opportunities, service projects and
cultural and service events is de-
signed to bring together superior stu-
dents and dedicated faculty.

The Honors Program and co-cur-
riculum enriches and complements
the academic experience inherent to
a Villanova education.

Sean is currently a staff writer for
the school paper, The Villanovan,
and serves on the Inter-Hall Council
as the Freshman Class President.

He is majoring in political science
and economics and has recently been
chosen by College Prowler Publish-
ers to author a book on the Villanova
University experience.

Mark Kolvites Lauded
By Boston University
WESTFIELD – Westfield resident

Mark Kolvites has recently been
named to the Dean’s List for the fall
2003 semester at Boston University.

Open House, Art Show Slated
At Redeemer Lutheran School

WESTFIELD — Redeemer
Lutheran School in Westfield will
host a Lutheran Schools Week Open
House and Art Show from Sunday,
March 7, to Friday, March 12.

A member of the largest system of
Protestant schools in the nation, Re-
deemer Lutheran School will begin
the week with a special worship ser-
vice on Sunday where the focus will be
on the school, and the faculty and staff
will be recognized for their service.

Throughout the week, the children
will participate in Olympic events,

“School Colors Day,” snack time
with Redeemer Pastor Paul Kritsch,
a day of prayer and other activities.

In addition, the students’ artwork,
focusing on the 19th century mas-
ters, will be exhibited. The pupils
will also display National Duck
Stamp competition entries.

The week of activities will con-
clude with an open house, Family
Night and Art Show on Friday
evening, March 12, at 7 p.m. In-
cluded in the evening’s celebration
will be the Mad Science Show “Fire
and Ice” and the Van Gogh Café.

These events are open to the com-
munity free of charge.

Redeemer School is located at the
corner of Clark Street and
Cowperthwaite Place two blocks up
from the Westfield Y. For additional
information call the school office at
(908) 232-1592.

The Educator of the Week
profiles will return when space
becomes available, following
the publication of the area’s

honor roll listings.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Lisa
Rebimbas, Principal of Park Middle
School in Scotch Plains, has an-
nounced the names of sixth, seventh
and eighth graders placed on the
Distinguished Honor Roll and Regu-
lar Honor Roll for the Second Mark-
ing Period of the 2003-2004 aca-
demic term.

To qualify for the Distinguished
Honor Roll, students must receive
“A”s in all subjects. Pupils placed on
the Regular Honor Roll must earn
“A”s and “B”s in major subjects such
as mathematics, science, social stud-
ies, language arts and reading, as
well as no grade lower than “C” in
other subjects.

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 6 – 41 STUDENTS

Stephanie Baliko Nivedita Malik
Remy Bernardo Samantha Mannino
Sarah Canfield Kimberly Many
Timothy Carroll Michael Marsan
Sophie Chou William Muirhead
Peter Citera Richard Murray
Shai Cohen Timothy Nering
Aditya Dahiya Nicole Ostrowski
Joseph D’Auria Renata Pacaja
Alexander Davis Jason Pearl
Michael Demmel Kerry Pierce
Jack Diaz Allison Prestridge
Marisa Dolan Shannon Reimers
Robert Evans Lauren Rosenthal
Robert Frazee Stephen Scannell
Jennifer Geoghegan Aleksandra Szczuka
Melissa Goldberg Adam Terry
Lauren Hirschhorn Devra Traiman
Leigh Kwasny Andrew Van Haasteren
Michael Leist Kimberly Wenson

Allison Zimmermann

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 6 – 64 STUDENTS

Nikki Appezzato Madeline Holt
Robert Ayala Joseph Kaiser
Stephanie Baier William Kaiserman
Andrea Barone Sarah Kavity
Ulises Barros Shaun Khan
Rebecca Brand Zachary Koch
Sarah Brumfield Nicholas Kosciolek
Danielle Bryan-D’Aleo Michelene Lambros
Alessandri Bubnov Brian Laspe
Karolyn Buckridee Michael Lee
Michael Burke Jin Yong Lee
Colleen Campbell Erin Lewis
Jeremy Cimafonte Jamie Martinez
Zachary Cimafonte Ryan McTernan
Kelly Clark Marguerite Murad
Zaria Combs Veronica Painter
Michael Del Sordi Rachel Petersen
Brian Dempsey Rachel Pincus
Adam DiBattista Christopher Reade
Vangelis Dimopoulos Michael Ridge
Brian Dunn Julia Ross
Jerenyl Ferandez Maria Seidel
Jawan Gaines Richard Shevlin
Katrina Gans Christopher James Smith
Anthony Gartman Victoria Spuler
Matthew Glassett Thomas Strowe
Matthew Greaney Justin Terry
Kyle Hambor Christopher Vicari
Lauren Hartnett Louis Vuono, 4th
Edward Heavey David Watson
Noorene Helm Travis Whitney
Daniel Herczak Anthony Zukofsky

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 – 43 STUDENTS

Kerilyn Bartley Liana Messina
Kristyn Berger Jordan Metsky

Caitlin Campbell Kaitlyn Mills
Elaine Chan Saxony Nielsen
Gillian Clark Erin O’Brien
Michelle Conway Anne O’Halloran
Joseph Del Prete Petros Petridis
Tyler Della Badia Kathryn Powell
Nicole Desando Mark Renfree
Rebecca Dorilus Matthew Ritsko
Michael Ferrara Christine Rocha
Nathan Ghabour Christine Ruggieri
Kelly Henderson Derek Sands
Emily Katz Sarah Schaible
Courtney Kolb Kimberly Shelus
Karthik Krishna Kumar Jessica Slegowksi
Thomas Leong Christian Speck
Roger Liu Sara Stanton
Sean Lockier Blake Vanbuskirk
Valerie Luby Brittney Veeck
Kayla McAlindin Eric Williams

Rachel Young

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 – 70 STUDENTS

Alison Acevedo Jonathan Kosenick
Whitney Adams Jaclyn Law
Antonio Albano Samuel Lee
Christopher Bauer Christopher Lestarchick
Christian Berk Bernadette Lopez
Kristin Betau James Mason
Vincent Bianco Jenna McGarry
Stephanie Bistis Matthew McQuoid
Arielle Brown Daniel Michalak
Ryan Brown Nicole Mineo
Michael Bumiller Lester Nare
Michael Burro Mary Kate O’Connell
Terry Bustos Andrew Pansulla
Michelle Carroll Nicole Perro
Donald Cejovic Jamie Pietrucha
Madeline Cohen Kerry Plante
Thomas Cristiani Brianna Provenzano
Nicolas Dailey Charles Ringel
Antonio Di Nizo Philip Rivera
John Domanski Daniel Rodriguez
Alexander Ebeling Christian Romagnano
Joseph Ellis Lawrence Rosello
Olivia Francavilla Philip Rosenkrantz
Richard Fung Michael Rupnarian
David Gigiel Donald Saraceno
Elisabeth Greenberg Samantha Schuster
Colin Grimm Alessandra Scott
Gabriella Guzzo Ryan Scully
Alison Haggan Danielle Sette
Ashley Harrison Kevin Spaeth
Cody Kalebota Samuel Stamler
Kristina Kalkstein Michelle Vena
Allison Killeen Todd Wiener
Timothy Kolterjahn Sarah Yi
Paul Koprowski Richard Ziering

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 – 24 STUDENTS

Deborah Albert Margaret Reilly
Andrea Apuzzio Maria Pia Rivero
Izabela Blach Marc Rosenberg
Julianne Brennan Christine Roser
Ryan Bridge Adam Silverman
Katelyn Cavanaugh Alex Soloway
Patrick Doliber Kristen Thompson
Christina Halma Lindsay Traiman
Liam Kaiser-Sheridan Samantha Traiman
Allison Kodan Janelle Vanderweil
Jacob Lavenhar Andy Wang
Brandon Reddington Vivian Wong

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 – 70 STUDENTS

Courtney Adamczyk March L’Heureux
James Barker Jaclyn Lazarus
Casandra Berwick Amy Lee
Avery Boettcher Robert Leeper
Jason Boff Alexa Lindenberg
Amy Braun Ming Lu
Daniel Buckley Deidre Lyons
Lisa Campbell Brianne Mahoney
Julia Capodicasa Elizabeth Minski
Bailey Cardinal Karen Murad
Nicole Colineri Nicholas Murray
Kristen Conlan Emily Nering
Bridget Cornwell Robert O’Connor
Robert Cunningham Christina Olsson
Lauren Cutrone Ahmed Kareem Osman
Nadiyah Dabbney Taylor Paraboschi
John D’Agostaro Neil Pratt
John De Maio Alice Ren
Dauna DeMarsico Tanaya Rivers
Joseph Dunn Molly Rodino
Rebecca Fox Rebecca Salman
Nicholas Fung Jessica Santos
Nicole Fusco Brian Sensor
Helene Gebler Grace Sigona
Stephanie Goines Shadonte Solomon
Andrea Guzman Katlyn Soriano
Wendy Harris James Strobel
Lindsay Hauptman Melissa Swanton
Melissa Helock Alexis Turner
Thomas Hercel Christopher Uehlinger
Thomas Holt Anthony Vecchione
William Hubbard Amanda Vitollo
Jessica Impellizzeri Danielle Wood
Alec Jacobs Matthew Young
Samantha Knierim Christopher Young, Jr.

Westfield Students Place
First in Brain Bowl Contest

CREAM OF THE CROP…Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate School students
won accolades for their work in the Brain Bowl competition. Edison Intermediate
School winners, pictured, left to right, are: front row, Kevin Silva, Henry Zhang,
Yaniv Brener, Tim Woods, and Chris Heinbokel; back row, Adviser Karen
Marcus, David Chen, Justin Lo, Nick Chartrain, and Adviser Marc Lazarow. Not
pictured is student Bobby O’Rourke. Roosevelt Intermediate School winners,
pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ariel Weingarten, Ben Goulet, Nick
Gilligan, Chris Salemme, Daniel Berman, and John Descalzi; back row, Josh
Solomon, Mike Eilbacher, Abby Burton, Darla Stabler, and Ms. Marcus.

WESTFIELD — Westfield stu-
dents competed in February in the
annual Brain Bowl sponsored by the
New Jersey Consortium for the Gifted
and Talented Program.

Despite the fact that this was the
first time that Westfield competed,
two sixth grade teams from Roosevelt
Intermediate School (RIS) placed
first and second at the junior varsity
level against 15 other teams of fifth
and sixth graders.

The two teams from Edison Inter-
mediate School (EIS), comprised of
seventh graders and one, sixth grader,
placed in the top 10 at the varsity
level against 22 other teams that
included seventh and eighth graders.

The Brain Bowl was held at Memo-
rial Junior School in Whippany, where
public and parochial schools from
throughout the state competed, includ-
ing Chatham, Mendham, Hanover
Township, Mount Olive, and others.

Each team was comprised of five
students who responded to questions
concerning mathematics, literature,
geography and current events.

Westfield students voluntarily
joined the teams through an after-
school Brain Bowl Club offered at
both EIS and RIS. Practice sessions

took place after school each week
and were led by Karen Marcus, Gifted
and Talented teacher at RIS and EIS,
and Marc Lazarow, who teaches
Language Arts at EIS.

The students who represented RIS
on the junior varsity team included:
(Team 1) Mike Eilbacher, Nick
Gilligan, Ben Goulet, Chris
Salemme, and Ariel Weingarten;
(Team 2) Daniel Berman, Abby Bur-
ton, John Descalzi, Josh Solomon,
and Darla Stabler.

The EIS students who competed in
the varsity category included: (Team
1) Yaniv Brener, Nick Chartrain, Chris
Heinbokel, Tim Woods, and Kevin
Silva; (Team 2) Alex Chartrain, David
Chen, Justin Lo, Bobby O’Rourke,
and Henry Zhang.

In commenting on the competi-
tion, Ms. Marcus said, “I enjoyed
practicing and participating with our
students, as they were hardworking,
enthusiastic and a pleasure to coach.
I look forward to competing again
next year.”

Mr. Lazarow added, “I’m glad I
had the opportunity to work with
these students in a competition of
academic challenge that allowed
them to showcase their talents.”

Albert Thrower Earns
Colgate Dean’s Award
WESTFIELD – Colgate University

in Hamilton, N.Y. has revealed that
Albert Thrower of Westfield received
the Dean’s Award for academic excel-
lence during the fall 2003 semester.

A member of Colgate’s Class of
2004, Albert is the son of Drs. Albert
and Patricia Thrower. He is a 2000
graduate of Delbarton School in
Morristown. At Colgate, Albert is fo-
cusing his studies in economics.

Middle School Tours
Offered by SP-F PTA
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Parent-Teacher As-
sociation Council has invited resi-
dents to attend tours of Park Middle
School on Thursday, March 18, at 9
a.m., and Terrill Middle School on
Tuesday, March 16, at 9 a.m.

These tours present an opportunity
to parents and residents to speak with
staff members, teachers, and to view
the district’s classrooms while stu-
dents are in the process of learning.

For more information, please call
Gale Miller at (908) 889-7934.

Erin Breznitsky Earns
Dean’s List Accolades

SCOTCH PLAINS –
Susquehanna University in
Selinsgrove, Pa. has named Scotch
Plains resident Erin Breznitsky to
the fall 2003 semester Dean’s List.
A sophomore writing major, she is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Tho-
mas Breznitsky.

SPECIAL DESIGNATION…
Westfield High School (WHS) stu-
dent Emily MacNeil has been selected
to participate in the National Student
Leadership Conference (NSLC), a
development program for outstand-
ing high school students. She will study,
experience, and develop the skills and
traits that define a leader. Emily will
attend special workshops and classes,
where she will study distinctions of
leadership. She will meet special guest
speakers and leaders, and learn to
engage in critical analysis and com-
municate effectively. Emily is a mem-
ber of the Class of 2005 at WHS. An
honor student, she will be co-captain
of next year’s varsity soccer team.

Hartwick College Places
Dyke on Fall Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Hartwick College

junior Brian Dyke of Westfield has
been named to the fall term Dean’s
List at the Oneonta, N.Y.-based
school. The son of Mr. and Mrs.
Kermit Dyke of Westfield, Brian is
majoring in management. He has
participated in Darkling Gaming
Club and Bi-Gala.
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SP-F RAIDERS TOTAL 285, RAHWAY TOTALS 197, WESTFIELD TOTALS 167

Raiders Claim 6 Champs, Devils Get 3
At District 11 Wrestling Tournament

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nearly every major tournament
will have its surprises and it was no
surprise when the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
claimed its third-straight District 11
title in Westfield on February 28;
however, it was a surprise when one
of the Raiders’ most heralded wres-
tlers was upset in the finals. The
Raiders totaled 285 team points and
claimed six champions. Rahway
placed second with 197 points with
three champs and Westfield had a
fine tournament, placing third with
167 points and claiming three
champs.

The Raiders advanced all 14 wres-
tlers to the semifinals, presented nine
in the finals and qualified 11 for the
Region 3 tournament. The Blue Dev-
ils advanced eight to the semis, pre-
sented five in the finals and qualified
six for the regions.

To no surprise, Raiders Steve
Mineo (132-lbs), Eric Connolly (142-
lbs), Andrew Silber (173-lbs) and
Charlie Bachi (191-lbs) claimed
crowns but the pleasant surprises were

the efforts of Pat Mineo (137-lbs)
and Yoav Nudell (162-lbs) who leaped
from their second-seed position to
take top honors.

The shocker came when top-
seeded Raider Derek Francavilla,
ranked fourth in the state, was
nipped by rideout in double over-

time by Rahway’s Ed McCray. Af-
ter neither wrestler scored in regu-
lation and, neither could gain a
takedown in the first overtime,
McCray, having won the coin toss,
chose top and rode Francavilla for
the required 30 seconds. McCray
was named the tournament’s Out-

standing Wrestler.
Steve Mineo, who reached the fi-

nals by recording a fall and a techni-
cal fall, was very keyed up after
Francavilla’s upset and literally de-
stroyed Rahway’s Jon Santoni via,
20-3, 3:27, technical fall to claim his
third District 11 title. He was ecstatic
when his younger brother Pat, a fresh-
man, scored two takedowns and a
two-point tilt in the final period to
defeat Cranford’s Chris Taglia, 8-5,
for the title.

“I was very surprised that Mr.
McCray did such an excellent job of
shutting down of Derek’s offense. I
was hoping there wasn’t some kind
of a funk going through the gym, so
I just had to go out and perform my
A Game. My brother knocked me
right off my feet. I was totally im-
pressed. He’s usually the one being
proud of me, but I’m speechless. I’m
so proud of him,” said Steve Mineo.

“As soon as I went out there, I
knew I had to wrestle tough. I got a
lot of confidence from my brother.
As the year has progressed, I ma-
tured more as a high school wres-
tler,” said Pat Mineo.

Connolly, who had been superb all
season, kept his New Jersey slate
clean with a first-period fall in the
semis then by tallying a series of near
falls to seize a 20-3, tech fall in 3:23
over Linden’s Dom Principato for
the title.

Ready for the next step, Connolly
accessed, “Some moves were a little
rusty but my shape is good, I feel
great. I feel confident.”

Nudell pinned his first opponent in
3:20 with a corkscrew, added an-
other fall in 3:14 then pinned Blue
Devil Andrew Shaffer in 3:37 to grab
the 162-lb crown. Shaffer recorded a

JOHNSON CONSIDERS RETIREMENT

Blue Devil Boys Capture
20th State Swim Crown
Since 1958, the Westfield High

School boys swimming team has been
chasing a public school swimming
record of 19 state championships set
by Trenton in 1957. On February 29
(Leap Year), the No. 5 Blue Devils
broke that record, leaping to their
20th state title, by defeating No. 8
Cherry Hill East, 90-80, for the state
Public A championship at the Col-
lege of New Jersey.

Senior Chris Heinen touched first
in two individual events and swam
on two first-place relay teams. Heinen
touched the wall in 48.79 to win the
100-yard freestyle, followed by Ryan
Bartholomew at 49.57, and finished
the 200-freestyle in 1:50.44. Teamed
with Tim Kolenut, Bartholomew and
Brandon Cuba, he anchored the win-
ning 200-freestyle relay that won
with a time of 1:32.72. Josh
Schoenfeld, Dan Chabanov, Kolenut
and Heinen won the 400-freestyle
relay with a time of 3:22.4.

Schoenfeld won the 500-freestyle
in 5:01.82 and got a key third-place

finish from Andrew Prunesti who
touched in 5:12.92. Bartholomew
touched first in the 50-freestyle with
a time of 22.25. Graham Parker
(CHE) won the 100-breaststroke at
1:00.13 and the 200-individual med-
ley with a time of 1:59.79. Allan
Chan touched first in the 100-butter-
fly at 53.41 and Devin Camfield won
the 100-backstroke in 53.55.
Camfield, Parker, Chan and Zach
Osheroff claimed first in the 200-
medley relay with a time of 1:39.92.

Through all the joy of establishing
a new record, however, it may be the
end of an era for the Blue Devils,
whose Head Coach, Bruce Johnson,
has been considering retirement af-
ter 11 years at the helm. Last year,
Johnson’s boys overwhelmed Cherry
Hill East (CHE), 109-61, in the Pub-
lic A championship to tie Trenton’s
record.

Like last year, the Blue Devil boys
experienced a triumphant police and
firemen’s escort through the streets
of Westfield.

GILLOOLY HITS 24, KLIMOWICZ, 16; HARRIS NETS 14

Raiders Stop Vikings, 65-43,
Claim 1st UCT Hoops Crown

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls’ basketball team put on
one of its best shows of the season
and walked off the court with a, 65-
43, victory over fierce rival Union
Catholic to capture its first Union
County Tournament championship
at Roselle Catholic on February 27.
The Raiders did what they had been
working and striving for so hard.
Win! Win on defense! Win on of-
fense!

“This is really special! This is re-
ally nice!” said Raider Head Coach
Brian Homm. “This is a first for me
and it’s really exciting to be part of a
team that had set its goals high. They
were determined to win it all this
year and they accomplished that goal
through hard work, unity and dedi-
cation against a very, very good Union
Catholic team. (Maura) Gillooly was
unbelievable today; she put us over
the top, but it was a total team effort.”

Junior forward Gillooly put on a
show with four 3-pointers for a ca-

reer-high 24 points.
“We came out with the mind set

that we were controlling the tempo
of the game early and playing a
physically strong game,” said
Gillooly.

Junior center Hillary Klimowicz
lit up the scoreboard with 16 points
while dominating the glass with four
blocks and five rebounds. Junior
guard Jenny Burke, who comple-
mented her dogged man-to-man de-
fense with five steals, was part of a
balanced effort that gave the Raiders
the spark they needed with eight
points and dished a game-high 10
assists. Equally effective was senior
Jen Russell who rolled in six points,
had 10 assists, grabbed six rebounds
and stole five Vikings basketballs.

“I will remember this always, I’m
truly excited,” said Russell. “Playing
on a Raider team that works as hard
and believes in itself as much as we
do, we deserved this. We knew from
the beginning of the season what we
needed to accomplish and we did it,
together. I’m so proud and happy.”

Junior guard Liz DeCataldo, who
supplied the Raiders with six points,
also did an impressive job defen-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DISTRICT 11 MAT CHAMPIONS…Blue Devil Lee Tomasso, top picture,
controls Cranford’s Pat Hogan en route to the 154-lb crown. Tomasso won last
year at 147-lbs. Raider Steve Mineo, bottom picture, picks up his third District
11 crown after demolishing Rahway’s Jon Santoni, 20-3, in the 132-lb title bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING A CROSS BODY…Blue Devil Rob Mench, top, has Johnson’s
Anthony Priore wrapped in a leg ride in the 105-lb title bout. Mench won, 7-3.

Goods & Services You Need!

  

  

QUATECHA
I R R I G A T I O N  S Y S T E M S

Drip Systems  •  Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820

“Not All Irrigation Systems Are Alike.”

Annual Contracts for Start-Ups and Shut-Offs
Guaranteed Immediate Response  •  Fully Licensed & Insured

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY HOOPS CHAMPS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls huddle together after defeating cross-town rival Union Catholic, 65-43, in
the Union County girls basketball championship game on February 27.
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No. 5 Devil Swim Boys Drench
Hillsborough in Public A Semi

The No. 5 Westfield High School
boys swimming team glided into the
Public A championship meet with a,
107-63, drenching of No. 11
Hillsborough in the semifinals at The
College of New Jersey in Ewing on
February 26. The 13-2 Blue Devils,
whose coach Bruce Johnson recorded
his 133rd career win in boys swim-
ming to break the mark of 132 set by
Perry Coultas who coached from
1977 to 1988, grabbed first in 10 of
the 11 events and had four swimmers
come up with double individual wins.

Ryan Bartholomew touched first
in the 50-yard freestyle with a time
of 22.4 and the 100-backstroke in
56.63. Josh Schoenfeld won the 500-
freestyle with a time of 5:03.3 and
the 200-individual medley in 2:04.26.
Sophomore Pat Daurio won the 100-
butterfly in 55.26 and the 100-breast-
stroke in 1:01.56. Chris Heinen
touched first in the 100-freestyle with
a time of 49.61 and 200-freestyle
1:50.6.

Bartholomew, Daurio, Schoenfeld
and Sam Gurdus teamed to win the
200-medley relay in 1:41.18. Dan
Hedman, Tim Kolenut, Dan
Charbanov and Heinen won the 200-
freestyle relay in 1:34.12.
Hillsborough’s Sean Downey, Tim
Ranch, Pat Kuehne and Mark Green
won the 400-freestyle relay in
3:34.18.

‘COCO’ BUCKETS 21, KORFMACHER PULLS DOWN 13

Blue Devil Basketballers Butt
Oratory Prep Ram Boys, 75-63

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite a hefty 12, three-point
bombardment from the visiting Ora-
tory Prep Rams, the Westfield High
School boys basketball team per-
sisted with a dogged inside offensive
attack coupled with strong rebound-
ing to emerge victorious, 75-63, on
February 26. Blue Devil senior guard
Jan Cocozziello led the offensive
attack with 21 points and senior for-
ward Joe Korfmacher pulled down a
personal-best 13 rebounds and cre-
ated five steals to go with his 14
points.

“We came out aggressive. We
played a little bit sloppy today, but
we kept on going strong. Everyone
went for everything,” said
Korfmacher who was seven-for-seven
from the free throw line. “I kept
going for the basket and found some
open shots.”

Not only was Korfmacher success-
ful from the charity line but most of
the team found success there, hitting
16-for-22 for 73 percent as opposed
to the dismal performance in the
county game against Summit, hit-
ting only 15-for-44 (34 percent).

“We spent some extra time at the

foul line in practice. Coach told us
that lost the game for us and we don’t
want to lose any more games from
the foul line,” said Korfmacher.

Blue Devil Terrance Bryant buck-
eted 13 points and Tyshon Blackmon,
who grabbed 11 rebounds, sank 10
points while Bryan Power scored
nine points and Billy Hearon, who
had four swipes, netted eight points.
Oratory’s Perry Saifi, a Scotch Plains
resident, fired in 23 points, including
six 3-pointers, and Mike Maolucci
scored 15 points, including three 3-
pointers.

Korfmacher led the offense in a
fast-tempo first quarter with eight
points, including a swish from be-
yond the 3-point perimeter as the 15-
7 Blue Devils took a 22-16 lead. The
tempo was the same in the second
quarter; however, both teams tended
to get a bit sloppy in their haste
resulting in a 14-11 Rams edge, end-
ing the half, 33-30, in favor of
Westfield.

The first three minutes of the third
quarter appeared to be the “Bryant
and Blackmon Show” as Bryant sank
seven points and Blackmon had four
to give the Blue Devils a 44-37 lead.
However, when Maolucci, Saifi and

John Slackman, who finished with
nine points, each nailed a 3-pointer,
Westfield was clinging to a 50-47
lead at the end of the quarter.

Saifi opened the final quarter with
a lay up while being fouled and sank
the free throw to tie the game. Too
close for comfort, Cocozziello drove
inside and duplicated Saifi’s feat and
Power duplicated Cocozziello’s to
give the Blue Devils a six-point lead.
The 12-12 Rams called a timeout to
regroup, but Cocozziello, Bryant and
Blackmon answered with two points
each to extend the lead to 12. The
Rams kept Westfield alert by sinking
four 3-pointers in the final four min-
utes but the Blue Devils continued
inside penetration, which resulted in
six successful free throws and two-
pointers by Cocozziello, Bryant and
Hearon.

“I had to answer,” commented
Cocozziello who also sank six free
throws. “Because I had some air
balls and turned it over. I had to turn
it up in the end. To quote Hubie
Brown, ‘when your shot is not work-
ing, you got to take it to the rim. Get
your confidence going!’ That got me
going.”
Oratory Prep 16 14 17 16 63
Westfield 22 11 17 25 75

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-17125-03
FILE NO. 7533-03

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
FYST PROPERTIES, INC.;
REALTY ASSET PROPER-
TIES, LTD; JERRY L. WILSON;
LENNY C. WILSON, WIFE OF
JERRY L. WILSON ; DARMON
M. TONEY; TAX LIEN, INC.;
CHASE/INSTALLMENT;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon CASALE &
PELLEGRINO, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is GATEHALL 1,
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054, an
Answer to the Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which JEFFREY WITTMANN,
HIS HEIRS, REPRESENTATIVES AND
ASSIGNS, ALL RIGHT, TITLE INTER-
EST PROPERTY AND ESTATE is the
plaintiff and FYST PROPERTIES, INC.,
ET ALS; are defendants, pending in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery
Division, UNION County and bearing Docket
No. F-17125-03 within thirty-five (35) days
after March 4, 2004 exclusive of such date.
If you fail to answer or appear in accordance
with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may
be rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Complaint, and Amendment to Com-
plaint, if any. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey, Hughes
Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New
Jersey 08625, in accordance with the Rules
of Civil Practice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you cannot
afford an attorney, you may communicate
with the Legal Services Office of the County
of Venue. The telephone number of such
agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Service (908) 353-4715 - Legal Services
Office (908) 354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax sale
certificate: 1. A certain tax certificate 96-36,
recorded on 6/21/2002, made by SALLY
ANN DI RINI, Collector of Taxes of CITY
OF RAHWAY, and State of New Jersey to
CITY OF RAHWAY and subsequently as-
signed to plaintiff, JEFFREY WITTMANN,
HIS HEIRS, REPRESENTATIVES AND
ASSIGNS, ALL RIGHT, TITLE INTER-
EST PROPERTY AND ESTATE. This cov-
ers real estate located in CITY OF
RAHWAY, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 00026 BLOCK

00329 as shown on the Tax Assessment
Map and Tax Map duplicate of CITY OF
RAHWAY. and concerns premises com-
monly known as 1575 LENOX PLACE, CITY
OF RAHWAY, New Jersey.

YOU, FYST PROPERTIES, INC.; RE-
ALTY ASSET PROPERTIES, LTD; JERRY
L. WILSON; AND LENNY C. WILSON,
WIFE OF JERRY L. WILSON, are made
party defendants to the above foreclosure
action because you are the owners of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.

YOU, DARMON M. TONEY, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on December 30. 1991,
Darmon M. Toney, recorded a Tax Sale
Certificate bearing No. 91-38 against Wil-
son, Jerry L. & Lennie C., for a debt of $
1,387.46, recorded in the UNION County
Clerk’s/Register’s Office in Mortgage Book
4398 at page 0225, dated December 27,
1991. Said lien is subordinate to the Tax
Sale Certificate being foreclosed herewith.

AND YOU, DARMON M. TONEY, are
further made party defendant to the above
foreclosure action because on July 15, 1992,
Darmon M. Toney, recorded a Tax Sale
Certificate bearing No. 92-28 against Wil-
son, Jerry L. & Lennie C., for a debt of $
748.03, recorded in the UNION County
Clerk’s/Register’s Office in Mortgage Book
4570 at page 0287, dated July 9, 1992. Said
lien is subordinate to the Tax Sale Certificate
being foreclosed herewith.

YOU, TAX LIEN, INC., are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on August 26, 1997, Tax Lien, Inc.,
recorded a Tax Sale Certificate bearing No.
95-35 against Wilson, Jerry L. & Lennie C.,
for a debt of $ 5,208.51, recorded in the
UNION County Clerk’s/Register’s Office in
Mortgage Book 6370 at page 0257, dated
June 9, 1995. Said lien is subordinate to the
Tax Sale Certificate being foreclosed here-
with.

YOU, CHASE/INSTALLMENT, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on March 26, 1992, a judg-
ment was entered in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Union County, by Chase/In-
stallment against Jerry Wilson and Lennie
Wilson disclosing a debt in the amount of
$4,124.01, plus costs. Said judgment was
entered as Judgment No. DJ-034954-1992.
Said judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s
lien.
DATED: February 27, 2004

Donald F. Phelan
Clerk of the Superior Court

of New Jersey
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
1 Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey  07054
1 T - 3/4/04, The Leader Fee: $105.57

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: NORMAN SEVELL, Deceased
Pursuant to the order of James S. LaCorte,

Surrogate of the County of Union, made on
the 27TH day of FEBRUARY, A.D. 2004,
upon the application of the undersigned, as
EXECUTORS of the estate of said de-
ceased, notice is hereby given to the credi-
tors of said deceased to exhibit to the sub-
scriber under oath or affirmation their claims
and demands against the estate of said
deceased within six months from the date of
said order.

JOHN L. MC DERMOTT
VINCENT D. MANAHAN, III

MARIE SEVELL
EXECUTORS

ATTORNEYS
HERRIGEL, BOLAN, MANAHAN &
TROXELL
374 MILBURN AVENUE
P.O. BOX 599
MILBURN, NEW JERSEY 07041
1 T - 3/4/04, The Times Fee: $21.42

Devil 4x800 Girls Get
Fourth at Easterns

The Westfield High School (WHS)
girls 4x800 team of Annie Onishi,
Deenie Quinn, Meg Driscoll and
Emily MacNeil placed fourth at the
Eastern States Championships on
February 24 at the Armory Track in
Manhattan. The girls ran 9:35.9,
just off their previously set WHS
record.

The Blue Devil 4x800 crew of
Onishi, Miriam Becker-Cohen,
Driscoll and MacNeil set the new
school record at the Varsity Classic
on February 9. They ran 9:33.1 to
break the school record of 9:35.6 set
by Sage Stefiuk, Katie Egan, Megan
Shutts and Maura McMahon in 1998.

Raider Swim Girls Fall
To Montgomery Girls
The No. 10 Montgomery girls

swimming team not only had several
talented swimmers but also had
plenty of depth to defeat No. 15
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 108-62, in
the finals of the North Jersey, Section
2 Public B championships at Lincoln
School in Bayonne on February 24.

Raider Amanda Cameron touched
first in the 100-freestyle with a time
of 57.41 and Morgan Larkin took
first in the 100-butterfly at 1:03.85.
Montgomery 108, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 62
50 free: Annie Comollo (M) 26.62
100 free: Amanda Cameron (S) 57.41
200 free: Katie Morrison (M) 2:00.92
500 free: Morrison (M) 5:33.33
100 breast: Shana Conroy (M) 1:14.99
100 fly: Morgan Larkin (S) 1:03.85
100 back: Jennifer Lin (M) 1:05.39
200 IM: Conroy (M) 2:23.9
200 free relay: M (Erica Hydrusko,
Comollo, Jen Wei, Morrison) 1:50.33
400 free relay: M (Brittany Sicora, Elyssa
Romino, Allie Dubiel, Morrison) 4:04.53
200 medley relay: M (Dubiel, Conroy,
Michelle D’Aguillo, Hydrusko) 1:59.78

Devil Hoop Boys Tap
St. Mary’s, 65-53

The Westfield High School boys
basketball team upped its record to
14-7 by tapping St. Mary’s, 65-53, in
Westfield on February 24. Senior Jan
Cocozziello rolled in 20 points and
added four assists.

Terrance Bryant sank 18 points,
including two 3-pointers, while Joe
Korfmacher and Tyshon Blackmon
each netted 10 points. Tajuan Bonds
scored 15 points for 12-10 St. Mary’s.
St. Mary’s 14 10 15 14 53
Westfield 19 11 18 17 65

W. Windsor Girls Top
Blue Devil Swimmers
The No. 4 West Windsor South High

School girls swimming team topped
the 12-3 Westfield girls, 103-67, in the
Public A semifinals in West Windsor
on February 26. Kylie Fraser touched
first in the 100-butterfly in 1:01.26 to
record the Blue Devils’ only win.
50 free: Kate Guthrie (WWS) 25.09
100 free: Guthrie (WWS) 54.74
200 free: Gabi Feibel (WWS) 1:57.95
500 free: Brittany Iacouzze (WWS)
5:10.14
100 breast: Evelyn Yuen (WWS) 1:07.4
100 fly: Fraser (W) 1:01.26
100 back: Monique Joswiak (WWS) 1:03
200 IM: Iacouzze (WWS) 2:13.66
200 free relay: WWS (Feibel, Yuen,
Joswiak, Guthrie) 1:43.7
400 free relay: WWS (Iacouzze, Jess
Salloway, Joswiak, Feibel) 3:50.32
200 medley relay: WWS (Joswiak, Yuen,
Milagros Simon, Guthrie) 1:53.42

Katie Egan to Coach
Devil Girls Soccer

Katie Egan, a 1998 graduate of
Westfield High School and mem-
ber of the Blue Devil girls soccer
team, will be the Blue Devil girls
head coach this fall. She will take
over for Pete Giordano who retired
last fall.

Egan was a major force on the
1996Blue Devil team that reached
the Group 4 finals. As Head Coach
of the Gill St. Bernard team in
2002, she was named The Star
Ledger Prep Coach of the Year.

Westfield’s Pusar Leads
SH Prep to Hoops Title

Seton Hall Prep junior Andrew
Pusar of Westfield led the Pirates to
an, 84-59, victory over Bloomfield
Tech in the finals of the Essex County
Tournament (ECT) on February 28.
Pusar’s 20 points in the final, after 23
points against Irvington in the semi,
led the Prep, No. 2 in New Jersey, to
its seventh ECT title in the last 10
years, and 10th overall, against the
No. 10 Spartans.

Pusar, in his second year on the
varsity and currently sporting a 4.32
GPA at Seton Hall, will lead the
Pirates into the state tournament be-
ginning today, March 4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONSIDERING MAKING A MOVE…Blue Devil Tyshon Blackmon, No. 21,
considers dribbling toward the basket or passing to a teammate.

(Past files) of The Leader and The Times
NEW COACH…Katie Egan (1997
picture), who graduated from
Westfield High School in 1998, has
been named head coach of the Blue
Devil girls soccer team.

If you’re looking for the ideal condo, look no further. High 
ceilings, hardwood floors and tall windows fill this lovely two 
bedroom, 2 bath end unit with charm. The delightful interior 
is warmed by a fireplace and French doors that open onto a 
private yard.  Other features include a dining area, in-unit 
laundry facility, and a heated garage with assigned parking. 
A walk everywhere location, just steps from commuter trans-
portation, adds to the allure of this marvelous first floor 
condo. Presented for $359,000. For additional details or for 
your appointment to  view this home call… 
 

       Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 
                                       (908) 233-6417, Direct Dial 
                             NJAR Circle of Excellence, 1977-2003 
 
 
 

 
Westfield Office ·  600 North Avenue, West · (908) 233-0065 
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Raiders 3-Peat, Claim 6 Champions; Blue Devils Claim 3,
Place Third at District 11 Wrestling Tournament

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

33 second pin and an 8-7 decision to
reach the finals.

“It’s amazing. I planned it all
along,” joked Nudell. “First time I
got on the mat, I wanted to win.”

Silber held three clinics. First, he
demonstrated how to pin a person in
1:04 using an “ankle” half nelson.
Second, he practiced a series of
takedowns and mixed them with a
few tilts to record a 20-5, tech fall in
2:25. Third, in the finals, he nearly
duplicated his second bout by re-
cording a 22-7, tech fall in 1:50 over
Rahway’s Alex Allman.

“I wanted to tech him in the first
period and show all the stuff I can do
in the regions,” revealed Silber.

Bachi began his march with a 38
second pin then defeated Linden’s
Nick Dutto, 12-5, in the semis, but
not without some difficulty.

“I might have taken him a little bit
lightly. He’s tough and hard nosed. It
was definitely a wakeup call for me,”
said Bachi.

In the finals, Bachi turned it on in
the third period to pin Elizabeth’s
Marquis Maples in 5:07 with an
Olympic arm bar.

“I wasn’t doing as good as I would
have liked to in neutral (position),
but now I know what I have to work
on,” said Bachi humbly.

Blue Devil Rob Mench (105-lbs),
healing from an injured elbow, won
his first two bouts by fall, using a tight
cradle. Both pins came in the first
period. In the finals, Mench scored a

takedown and a three-point near fall
in the first period, added another
takedown in the second, but his con-
ditioning got to him a bit in the third
period as he won a 7-3 decision over
Johnson’s Anthony Priore.

“It affected my conditioning a little
because I couldn’t practice,” said
Mench of his injury. “But it affected
my offense a lot because I’m mostly
a right-hand shot and I couldn’t do
anything with my right hand.”

Blue Devil Tom DelDuca (147-lbs)
received a first round bye then de-
feated Raider AJ Watson, 8-2, in the
semis. In the finals, DelDuca scored a
first period takedown and a third pe-
riod escape to top the rangy John
Rapczak of Roselle Catholic, 3-1.

Still nursing a shoulder injury,
DelDuca said, “I could only do cer-
tain shots on each side, so I waited
until they came. I put the pain out of
the way and did whatever I could.”

Watson scored a third period fall
over Rahway’s Carlos Nicasio to take
third and advance to the regions.

Blue Devil Lee Tomasso (154-lbs)
used a double arm bar to pin his first
opponent then used an Olympic arm
bar to pin Raider Pedro Coyt in 1:34
in the semis. Coyt finished third with
a fall in 1:10 over Linden’s Eric
Meikle. Tomasso then found some
sweet revenge when he scored a third
period takedown to edge Cranford’s
Pat Hogan, 8-7, for the title. Hogan
had defeated Tomasso in the Union
County Tournament.

“I was still pretty good on my feet.
Once I got around behind him in that
standing position, there’s no way I
was going down two times. I got to
give him credit, that kid never gets
tired,” said Tomasso.

Blue Devil Sammy Kramer (114-
lbs) reached the semis with a double
grapevine, step over fall in 2:10 then
edged Raider Sal Gano, 4-2, to reach
the finals were he was defeated, 9-4,
by Rahway’s Ryan Wilson.

After his tough bout with Gano,
Kramer commented, “I expected him

to come out tougher than last time. I
was planning on shooting all day on
him. After he spun around me pretty
quick, I knew he was looking for my
shot, so I just went for the win.”

Raider Ronnie Ferrara (121-lbs)
recorded a 56 second fall and a 10-6
decision to reach the finals where he
was defeated via fall by Rahway’s
Darrion Caldwell, ranked No. 1 in
the state. Raider heavyweight An-
drew Loomis recorded a 4:56 fall
over Blue Devil Nick Gismondi then
won a 9-0 decision over bruiser
Darnell Butler of Rahway to reach
the finals where he was defeated, 16-
4, by Linden’s Ronnell Orr.

Blue Devil Colin Willard placed
third at 173-lbs and Raider Dave
DeNichilo (105-lbs) was locked in
a scoreless bout for third place but
lost, reportedly, by injury default.
Raider Head Coach John Scholz
was named District 11 Coach of
the Year.

TEAM SCORES:
1. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) 285, 2.
Rahway (R) 197, 3. Westfield (W) 167, 4.
Linden (L) 161, 5. Cranford (C) 156, 6.
Elizabeth (E) 68, 7. Johnson (J) 64.5, 8.
Roselle Catholic (RC) 34, Shabazz 12

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
105: — Mench (W) d. Priore (J), 7-3
114: — Wilson (R) d. Kramer (W), 9-4
121: — Caldwell (R) p. Ferrara (S), 2:36
127: — McCray (R) d. Francavilla (S),
Double OT, Criteria
132: — S. Mineo (S) tf. Santori, 20-3, 3:27
137: — P. Mineo (S) d. Taglia (C), 8-5
142: — Connolly (S) tf. Principato (L), 20-
3, 3:23

147: — DelDuca (W) d. Rapeczak, (RC), 3-1
154: — Tomasso (W) d. Hogan (C), 8-7
162: — Nudell (S) p. Shaffer (W), 3:37
173: — Silber (S) tf. Allman (R), 22-7, 1:50
191: — Bachi (S) p. Maples (E), 5:07
217: — Steve Carbone (C) d. Andre
Neblett (R), 14-8
Hwt: — Orr (L) md. Loomis (S), 16-4

THIRD PLACE CONSOLATIONS:
105: — Rahman Fuquan (E) won injury
default over DeNichilo (S)
114: — Eric Ogada (E) d. Gano (S), 3-2
121: — Ralph Celestin (L) md. Jeff Lim
(J), 14-5
127: — Bill Cooper (L) d. Steve
Chencharik (C), 3-2
132: — Anthony Crecca (C) p. Craig
Hewit (W), 1:26
137: — Mark Horzepa (L) md. Mike Coler
(J), 8-0
142: — Mike Dillon (C) p. Justin Racelis
(R), 5:48
147: — Watson (S) p. Nicasio, 5:31
154: — Coyt (S) p. Meikle (L), 1:10
162: — Kareem Absolu (L) p. Steve Ferrao
(C), 5:30
173: — Willard (W) won forfeit
191: — Dutto (L) d. Chris Johnson (W), 16-14
217: — Julio Lopereno (L) p. Marc
Fabiano (S), 1:10
Hwt: — Chris Venditti (C) p. Butler (R), 4:48

THOMAS SCORES 24, GRABS 6 BOARDS

Raider Hoopmen Sputter,
Stalled by Eastside, 62-58

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finding out where improvement is
needed and fine-tuning your strength
is essential while preparing for the
state playoffs. The (14-8) Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys’
basketball team got some insight on
its strength and weaknesses when it
dropped a, 62-58, decision to 12-11
Newark Eastside in Scotch Plains on
February 26.

The Raiders held a nine-point half-
time lead and controlled the tempo of
the game. Their passing and shooting
was on target and the defense ap-
peared solid. The second half was a
disaster for the Raiders, committing
22 turnovers, 14 fouls and having the
big man (center Derrick Caracter) in
foul trouble and on the bench early in
the third quarter. The Red Devils spot-
ted the opportunity, rallied and struck
down the listless Raiders.

Raider sophomore center Lance
Thomas popped in 24 points to lead all
scorers and added seven assists. Addi-
tionally, Thomas harvested six re-
bounds. Equally effective was Caracter
who rolled in 14 points, eight in the
first quarter, grabbed eight rebounds
and intimidated the opposition with
four blocks. Red Devil seniors James
Williams and Eshan Robinson com-
bined for a total of 32 points and Corey
Chandler dropped in 10 points.

The Raiders tuned up on inside
pass playing and fast breaks to take a

22-13 lead in the first quarter. Tho-
mas and Caracter bucketed eight
points each. The tide shifted some-
what in the second quarter when
Caracter’s physical aggressiveness
under the boards brought about his
third foul. Then, the Red Raiders got
patient and forced the Raiders to
stretch their zone. By the end of the
quarter, each team scored 10 points.
Senior forward Mike Walker dropped
in six-points, Thomas accounted for
three and Caracter hit one of two
from the stripe as the Raiders toted a
32-23 lead into the locker room.

The Red Raiders took advantage of
turnovers and inconsistency in the
third quarter, when Caracter was
forced to take a seat after committing
his fifth personal, and stunned the
Raiders with an 18-12 rally to trim the
lead to three, 44-41.

That three-point deficit was elimi-
nated in the fourth quarter when the
Red Raiders gained the upper hand in
offensive rebounds and were more
effective and successful penetrating
the inside, resulting in a 21-14 surge.
Williams was deadly, hitting the tar-
get five consecutive times, including
a 3-pointer from outside of the perim-
eter. Thomas remained successful in-
side and scored six points. Raider
Mike Johnson hit three-of-four from
the paint and junior guard Lakiem
Lockery connected from downtown.
East Side 13 10 18 21 62
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 22 10 12 14 58

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EARNING HIS SECOND TITLE…Blue Devil Tom DelDuca, top, won his
second District 11 crown by topping Roselle Catholic’s John Rapczak, 3-1, in the
147-lb title bout. Last year, DelDuca beat Rapczak, 3-1, in overtime.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN QUITE A BATTLE…Raider Derek Francavilla, top, and Rahway’s Ed
McCray were locked in a scoreless tie until McCray won the 127-lb title bout in
a 30 second, double overtime ride out. See another picture on page 14.

WESTFIELD                  $474, 900

Wonderful open floor plan.  This charming Cape Cod has four bedrooms and two baths.  A
gorgeous eat-in-kitchen done in 2002 has granite countertops, cherry cabinets and hard-
wood floors.  Two zone heat and CAC, new windows throughout, alarm system, hot tub,
basement recreation room and play room. (052009359)

WESTFIELD                  $859,900

Four bedroom, two and one half bath Center Hall Colonial.  Family room, country kitchen
and large screened porch overlooks private lush grounds.  Entertainment sized living room
with fireplace.  Beautiful finished entertainment room. (052009313)

WESTFIELD                  $789,900

Colonial with Great floor plan.  Living room, formal dining room, family room with wood
burning fireplace, central vacuum, huge eat-in kitchen, study, laundry / mud room on first
floor.  Master bedroom with master bath / whirlpool, three additional bedrooms and bath.
Great dead end  property 100 x 100.  (052009226)

SCOTCH PLAINS                    $549,900

Well maintained Colonial Split situated on a tranquil tree-lined street.  This home features
three bedrooms, two newer full baths, an updated kitchen, hardwood floors and central air.
The lower level has a large family room and an office / den with sliders to the fenced rear
yard.  Just moments from schools, shops, recreation & transportation.  Make this home yours
today!  (052009365)

Move Right In! Henry West Expanded Cape

Impressive - Built by Newman Private Setting

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLOCKING THE SHOT…Raider center Derrick Caracter, right, blocks the
shot of a Red Raider. Eastside rallied to beat the Raiders, 62-58.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. 17783-99
OUR FILE NO. 7913-03

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
JAMES K. BARBOUR; MRS.
JAMES K. BARBOUR, WIFE
OF JAMES K. BARBOUR;
CHARLES F. BOEDDINGHAUS,
III; MRS. CHARLES F.
BOEDDINGHAUS, III, WIFE OF
CHARLES F. BOEDDINGHAUS,
III; AMERICAN EXPRESS CEN-
TURION BANK; ATLANTIC
HIGHLANDS HARBOR COM-
MISSION; OCCIDENTAL
CHEMICAL N/K/A CLONE
CHEMICAL CORP. ;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon CASALE &
PELLEGRINO, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is GATEHALL 1,
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054,
Chatham Township, New Jersey 07928, an
Answer to the Complaint, Amendment to
Complaint, Order Correcting Clerical Error
and Order Correcting Caption filed in a Civil
Action, in which CAROL SEGAL is the
plaintiff and JAMES K. BARBOUR, et als.
are defendants, pending in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division,
UNION County and bearing Docket No. F-
17783-99 within thirty-five (35) days after 3/
4/2004  exclusive of such date.  If you fail to
answer or appear in accordance with Rule
4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be ren-
dered against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint, and Amendment to Complaint, if
any.  You shall file your Answer and Proof of
Service in duplicate with the Clerk of the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Hughes Jus-
tice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jer-
sey  08625, in accordance with the Rules of
Civil Practice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the  Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you cannot
afford an attorney,  you may communicate
with the Legal Services Office of the County
of Venue.  The telephone number of such
agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Service (908) 353-4715 - Legal Services
Office  (908) 354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax sale
certificate(s):

1.  A certain tax certificate 93104, re-
corded on 1/5/1994, made by JOSEPH J.
KMET, Collector of Taxes of TOWNSHIP
OF UNION, and State of New Jersey to
ANTHONY KAISER and subsequently as-
signed to plaintiff, CAROL SEGAL.  This
covers real estate located in TOWNSHIP
OF UNION, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 18 BLOCK 405
as shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of TOWNSHIP OF
UNION.  and concerns premises commonly
known as MAGIE & SCHAEFFERS LANE,
TOWNSHIP OF UNION, New Jersey.

2.   A certain tax certificate 980010, re-
corded on 1/29/1999, made by TERRI
MAGNUSSON, C.T.C., Collector of Taxes
of TOWNSHIP OF UNION, and State of
New Jersey to CAROL SEGAL and subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff, CC  CAROL

SEGAL.  This covers real estate located in
TOWNSHIP OF UNION, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 18
BLOCK 405 as shown on the Tax Assess-
ment Map and Tax Map duplicate of TOWN-
SHIP OF UNION.  and concerns premises
commonly known as MAGIE &
SCHAEFFERS LANE,  TOWNSHIP OF
UNION, New Jersey.

3.  A certain tax certificate 99014, re-
corded on 11/4/1999, made by TERRI
MAGNUSSON, C.T.C., Collector of Taxes
of TOWNSHIP OF UNION, and State of
New Jersey to CAROL SEGAL and subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff, CAROL
SEGAL.  This covers real estate located in
TOWNSHIP OF UNION, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 18
BLOCK 405 as shown on the Tax Assess-
ment Map and Tax Map duplicate of TOWN-
SHIP OF UNION.  and concerns premises
commonly known as MAGIE &
SCHAEFFERS LANE,  TOWNSHIP OF
UNION, New Jersey.

YOU, JAMES K. BARBOUR and
CHARLES F. BOEDDINGHAUS, III ,  are
made party defendanst to the above foreclo-
sure action because you are the owners of
the subject premises.

YOU, MRS. JAMES K. BARBOUR, WIFE
OF JAMES K. BARBOUR and MRS.
CHARLES F BOEDDINGHAUS, III, WIFE
OF CHARLES F. BOEDDINGHAUS, III,
are made a defendant in the above entitled
action because plaintiff has been unable to
determine whether defendants James K.
Barbour and Charles F. Boeddinghaus III
are  married, and if married, the name of
James K. Barbour and Charles F.
Boeddinghaus III’ s spouse.  If  James K.
Barbour and Charles F. Boeddinghaus III
are  married, the plaintiff joins  Mrs.  JAMES
K. BARBOUR, WIFE OF JAMES K.
BARBOUR and MRS. CHARLES F
BOEDDINGHAUS, III, WIFE OF
CHARLES F. BOEDDINGHAUS, III as
defendants  for any possessory or marital
rights you may have.

YOU, AMERICAN EXPRESS CENTU-
RION BANK, are named as a defendant,
because on November 14, 1995, you en-
tered a judgment against Charles F.
Boeddinghaus, for a debt of $22,732.67 in
the Superior Court of New Jersey under
Docket No. J-305947-1995.  Said lien is
subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU,  ATLANTIC HIGHLANDS HAR-
BOR COMMISSION, are named as a de-
fendant because on November 12, 1998,
you entered a judgment against Charles
Boeddinghaus  for a debt of $976.00 in the
Superior Court of New Jersey under Docket
No. DJ-295085-1998.  Said lien is subordi-
nate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, OCCIDENTAL CHEMICAL N/K/A
CLONE CHEMICAL CORP, are named as
a defendant because on  November 25,
1996, you entered a judgment against
Charles Boeddinghaus  for a debt of
$3,616.58.00 in the Superior Court of New
Jersey under Docket No. DJ-214163-1996.
Said lien is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  February 26, 2004

Donald F. Phelan,
Clerk of the Superior Court

of New Jersey
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
1 Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey  07054
1 T - 3/4/04, The Leader Fee: $129.54

PUBLIC NOTICE

WESTFIELD MAT MEDALISTS: Six members of the Westfield Little Devils
received medals at the Central Jersey Midget Wrestling League championship
at David Brearley High School in Kenilworth. Pictured, left to right, are: front;
Matt Barber; middle row, Matt Albano and Troy Skibitsky; back row, Tony
Pafumi, Christian Barber and Jey Yingling.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that ordi-
nance as follows was passed and adopted
by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield
at a meeting thereof held on March 2, 2004.

Bernard A. Heeney
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.: 1830
AN ORDINANCE TO IMPLE-
MENT A FEE ON DEVELOP-
MENT

1 T - 3/4/04, The Leader Fee: $12.24

Little Devils Victorious
In League Mat Tourney

Westfield Little Devil wrestlers
competed in the Central Jersey
Midget Wrestling League champi-
onships this past weekend at David
Brearley High School in Kenilworth
and had with six wrestlers receive
medals.

Matt Albano took first place at 63-
lbs while Troy Skibitsky took second
at 70-lbs. Jey Yingling took second at
80-lbs, Christian Barber took second
at 85-lbs, Tony Pafumi took third at
90-lbs and Matt Barber took fourth
at 60-lbs.

It was a tremendous showing by
this young and improving team. For
more information on PAL wrestling
including pictures and match notes,
please visit: http://groups.msn.com/
westfieldpalwrestlingteams.

Raiders Stop Vikings, 65-43,
Claim 1st UCT Hoops Crown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

sively. Senior Katie Feeley contrib-
uted with five points.

Iona bound senior center Lauren
Huber was the heart and soul of the
Viking defense and offensive forces
and ignited the club with her aggres-
sive style of play and scored eight
points. Freshman guard Courtney
Harris dropped in a team-high 14
points. Senior Justina Marcussens’
tireless work ethic enabled her to
pour in nine points. Senior forward
Ashley Whittemore contributed six
points and senior point guard Ali
Farawell added four.

While the Vikings did not execute
their slow tempo trademark, their
defense became mentally rattled by
the Raiders’ offensive dominance
coupled with the Vikings’ inability
to find to find the mark in the first
quarter. Gillooly put on a shooting
clinic and drained six points as the
Raiders jumped to a 14-10 lead. Vi-
kings Whittemore and Harris netted
four points each.

The intensity continued at a fever-
ish pitch in the second quarter as
bodies collided for rebounds, arms
were flailing for position and thiev-
ery prevailed. The Raiders took ad-
vantage of the Vikings’ inconsistent
defense and choked off any Viking
inside penetration to build a sizable,
33-18, halftime lead. Klimowicz
poured in six; Gillooly nailed an-
other 3-pointer for 5 points. Burke,
DeCataldo and Feely chipped in two
each. Marcussen, Farawell and Har-

ris accounted for the Vikings’ eight
points.

Keeping to their game plan, the
Raiders remained on the perimeter
and exploded for a 20-14 third-quar-
ter run resulting in a 53-32 lead.
Gillooly smoked the net from near
half court and bucketed seven points.
Klimowicz and Burke each sank four
points, Feely dropped in three and
DeCataldo, two. Huber put up six
points and Harris had three while
Whittemore and Marcussen added
four.

The Vikings zipped in the first four
points in the final quarter, but it was
too little and too late. Gillooly si-
lenced the Viking followers when
she responded with two 3-points
shots.

“We knew we had all the tools to
win the championship,” said Burke.
“Having been eliminated by them in
the semifinal round last year was
something we never forgot and defi-
nitely wanted to lay to rest. We left
no doubt about that in anyone’s mind
today. We are the champs!”
Union Catholic 10   8 14 11 43
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 14 19 20 12 65

Raider Cagers Rock
Rahway, 65-31, in UCT

The top-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls basket-
ball team rocked 12th-seeded
Rahway, 65-31, in the semifinals of
the Union County Tournament at
Dunn Center in Elizabeth on Febru-
ary 24. The 18-5 Raiders got out-
standing offensive production from
junior guards Jenny Burke and Eliza-
beth DeCataldo who bucketed 20
and 13 points, respectively.

Senior forward Jen Russell was
fabulous in every aspect of the game
with nine points, 13 assists, 12 re-
bounds and six steals. Russell had
four swipes in the second quarter
when the Raiders zoomed on a 24-3
sprint to take a 39-13 halftime lead.
Hillary Klimowicz, who put in nine
points, contributed six rebounds, four
points and two blocks in the quarter
while Burke and DeCataldo each
sank six points.

Raiders Maura Gillooly and Allie
Zazzali each scored five points and
Katie Feeley added four. Brittany
Wright scored 11 points and had 10
rebounds for the 11-12 Indians.
Rahway 10   3 14   4 31
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15 24 20   6 65

Michael Smith Receives
Conference Swim Honors

At Gettysburg College
GETTYSBURG, PA. – Seven

members of the Gettysburg College
men’s swimming team and six mem-
bers of the women’s swimming
squad, recently, have been named to
the 2004 All-Centennial Conference
(CC) team. Michael Smith of
Westfield received first-team honors
for his foursome finishing first in the
200-medley relay and also earned
honorable mention honors for the
silver-medal performance in the 400-
medley relay.

Viking Girls Defeat
Linden in UC Semis
The second-seeded Union Catho-

lic High School girls basketball team
advanced to the finals of the Union
County tournament to face top-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood by
defeating third-seeded Linden, 37-
30, at Dunn Center in Elizabeth on
February 25. The 16-8 Vikings, who
have reached the finals four years in
a row, were led by Lauren Huber who
netted 10 points, nine rebounds and
three blocks.

Ashley Whittemore, who finished
with seven points and six rebounds,
scored five points in the first quarter
when the Vikings rolled on an 11-3
run. Ali Farawell, who totaled six
points, five steals and four assists,
made two key steals in the third
quarter to help the Vikings carry a
30-21 lead into the final quarter.

Cecilia Green bucketed 14 points
for the 14-9 Tigers.
Linden   5   9   7   9 30
Union Catholic 11   8 11   7 37

WSA Sets Spring
U8 Soccer Program
The Westfield Soccer Associa-

tion (WSA) has created a new 2004
spring soccer program, based on
United States Soccer Federation
recommendations, for both boys
and girls ages eight and under (U8)
who are interested in participating
in traveling soccer this fall.

The U8 program, through weekly
clinics, practices and small side
games, will emphasize fundamen-
tal skill development and intro-
duce players to the critical ele-
ments of competitive soccer; basic
tactics, good sportsmanship and
working with coaches and team-
mates.

The program will operate under
the guidance of professional train-
ers and runs from Friday, April 16,
to Saturday, June 12. The program
is intended for, but is not exclusive
of, those who are considering try-
ing out for travel soccer this spring.
Eligible players must either be born
between August 1, 1995 and July
31, 1996 or who will enter the third
grade in the fall of 2004.

Detailed program information
and online registration is available
at the new WSA website,
www.westfieldnjsoccer.com. Reg-
istration is open from now until
Saturday, March 20.

Powell Places Fourth
At CC Mat Tourney

ALLENTOWN, Pa. – Freshman
Ethan Powell of Westfield, who
competes for the Muhlenberg Col-
lege wrestling team, finished the
season by placing fourth at the
Centennial Conference (CC) Cham-
pionships on February 21 in Lex-
ington, Va.

Powell won a 23-17 decision
against a McDaniel wrestler in the
consolation semis at 165 pounds.
Although listed at 141 pounds, he
wrestled above his weight class for
most of the season, winning
matches at 157, 165 and 174 pounds
on the way to 7-12 dual match
record with five pins.

“He stepped it up and really did
a good job,” said Head Coach Tom
Schleicher. “His good technique
allowed him to compete at higher
weight classes.”

Muhlenberg had a dual match
record of 7-13, 2-3 in the CC and
placed fifth at the CC meet.

Little Raiders Get 2nd
At CJM Mat Tourney
The Central Jersey Midget Wres-

tling League tournament was held
on Sunday, February 29 at Kenilworth
High School and 20 teams competed.
The Scotch Plains Jr. wrestlers placed
second behind Cranford. Watchung
Hills took third and Westfield placed
sixth. The Little Raiders varsity
crowned three champions, had one
second place finisher, two thirds and
four fourth places.

Jr. Raider Results:
Varsity:

WEIGHT NAME PLACE
110-lbs Mike Ridge 1st
102-lbs Dio Curry 1st
77-lbs Jawan Gaines 1st
95-lbs Eddie Heavey 2nd
63-lbs Spencer Hambleton 3rd
85-lbs Shawn Cannon 3rd
57-lbs Michael Colineri 4th
67-lbs Michael Steinfield 4th
Hwt. 1 Jack Bouchakjain 4th
Hwt. 2 Rich Murray 4th

Junior Varsity:
60-lbs Tyler Kovacs 3rd

www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FULLFILLING A DREAM…Raider Yoav Nudell, top, pinned Blue Devil
Andrew Shaffer to win the 162-lb District 11 mat crown.

Devil Hoop Boys Nip
Blue Knights, 61-58
The Westfield High School boys

basketball team advanced to the sec-
ond round of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 tournament by nip-
ping Irvington, 61-58, in Westfield
on March 1. Guard Eric Hayes led
the 16-7 Blue Devils with 14 points.

The Blue Devils held a 33-27 lead
at the half, but the 13-10 Blue Knights
came back to tie the score, 55-55,
with two minutes remaining. Blue
Devil Tyshon Blackmon, who fin-
ished with seven points, responded
by sinking two free throws and Joe
Korfmacher, who finished with seven
points, nailed a 2-pointer.

Jan Cocozziello scored 11 points
and Terrance Bryant netted 10 while
Billy Hearon and Bryan Power each
bucketed six. Lamar Williams sank
14 points for the Blue Knights.
Irvington 14 13 17 14 58
Westfield 21 12 10 18 61

CRANFORD $624,000 CRANFORD                                   $429,900 FANWOOD $479,900

GARWOOD $385,000

WESTFIELD $419,000

SCOTCH PLAINS                            $499,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $509,000

CLARK                                        $449,000 WESTFIELD $609,800

Center hall Colonial on the river.  Beautiful, scenic view from ceiling
to floor bow window in 26’ x 13’ Living Room, 2.5 baths and
Central Air Conditioning.

Charming Colonial situated in a park-like setting offers 7 large
rooms and includes 3 Bedrooms, 1.1 baths, Eat-In Kitchen, Formal
Dining Room, Living Room with fireplace, recently painted interior,
new garage door and located near recreation, transportation and
schools.

Don’t miss this opportunity to own a new home.  It offers a great
floor plan, which features 3 Bedrooms, 2.1 baths, finished
basement, easily  finished walk-up attic and is close to town, train
and schools.

One floor living!  If you’re looking for a one-story home with a
comfortable lifestyle, try this 3 Bedroom, 3 full bath home.  Enjoy
the spacious rooms and fireplace or relax in the enclosed breezeway.
It’s worth the look.

Warm and inviting, wonderful 9-room Split Level includes 4
Bedrooms, 2 baths, large property at end of quiet cul-de-sac.  Also
features an Eat-In Kitchen, CAC, large multi-level deck with gas
barbeque, fenced yard for privacy and new Timberline roof.  Move-
in condition.

Spacious Cape Cod / Colonial offers 9 rooms and includes 4
Bedrooms, 4 baths, Living Room with built-ins, Formal Dining
Room, huge first floor Master Bedroom with full bath and separate
entrance, Eat-In Kitchen, great backyard with heated Anthony in-
ground pool & spa, deck & fence, exterior lighting.

Charm fills this 3 Bedroom Colonial located close to town, schools
& NYC train.  It also features sliders from Dining Room to deck,
a fireplace in the Living Room, an oversized detached garage and
more.

Open and airy, wonderful 4 Bedroom home offers it all!  Brick
fireplace in Family Room, updated Kitchen, hardwood floors, new
Thermo windows, newly painted interior, located in prestigious
reservoir area.  Fabulous property with covered patio.  Great for
entertaining.

Warm and welcome!  This spacious 3 Bedroom, 2.1 bath home
sits on a quiet street with much to offer.  A large Living Room with
picture window and fireplace creates warth.  The Formal Dining
Room with French Doors overlooking a private yard.
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UC Rugby Mudturtles Set
To Kickoff Season on March 13

COUNTY – The Union County
Rugby Football Club Mudturtles will
be kicking off its anniversary season
on March 13. Their season opener is
a road game against the Village Li-
ons of New York City, with their first
home game on March 20, when they
will host the Doylestown Rugby Club
from Pennsylvania.

The Mudturtles’ schedule includes
games against Princeton, Morris and
Monmouth. A popular game in the
spring season is the Old Boys Chal-
lenge on April 3 where they will be
playing alongside the veteran play-
ers – some coming out of retirement.

In May, the team will tour Alberta,
Canada to play against several Cana-
dian rugby teams in a tournament
hosted by the Edmonton Rugby
Union. The spring season concludes
on June 5 with an appearance in the
Jersey Cup and they will host a tour-
ing side from Wales the same evening
in Cranford.

Daryn Henry, the new Head Coach,
brings 28 years of rugby experience,
having played rugby since he was
five years old in England and Wales

“Union Rugby is currently going
through an extremely important tran-
sitional stage. Our numbers at train-
ing are very healthy and the long-
term potential is most encouraging.
Not only do we have a young and
athletically talented player pool who
are developing very fast, but our new
Youth and High School Programs are
flourishing, which bodes well for the
future,” said Coach Henry.

Chris Clark, who has also played
for the Union County Rugby team
for many years, serves as the Direc-
tor of their youth and high school
rugby programs said, “This spring
season is a competitive schedule and
a great opportunity for up and com-
ing players to prove themselves and

earn a starting position. There is a lot
of new blood and great athleticism
on the team this spring.”

The Mudturtles field a diverse and
experienced international group of
players, ranging from age 17 to late
40s and fields three teams. All home
games are scheduled to be played at
Unami Field in Cranford. For more
information, please visit their website
at www.mudturtlerugby.com.

St. Helen’s Girls Advance
To Metuchen CYO Finals

The St. Helen’s of Westfield 7/8th
grade girls basketball team advanced
to the Metuchen CYO championship
game by beating St. Bernard’s, 57-
23, in the semifinals. St Helen’s be-
came the Middlesex Division cham-
pions with a 10-0 record and el-
evated its overall record to 25-1.

St. Helen’s rolled on a 20-4 first-
period run. Erin Miller scored nine
of her game high 27 points in the
quarter. Gabrielle O’Leary totaled
nine points. Alli MacDonald had
seven points and nine rebounds.
Stephanie Slodyzcka had seven
points and 10 rebounds. Danielle
Infantino had three points and three
steals. Rose Driscoll had three points
and seven assists. Claire Bennett
netted one point, eight rebounds and
four steals. Allison Oberlander put in
two points.

St. Helen’s will meet St. Ann’s of

Raritan, the Somerset county win-
ners, who sport an 11-0, in a rematch
of last year’s championship which
St. Ann’s won.

In the Union County CYO, St.
Helen’s clinched the top seed, beat-
ing St. Teresa’s of Summit, 39-28,
upping its record to 11-0 while St.
Teresa’s dropped to 9-2. Miller buck-
eted 14 points, O’Leary had 12,
MacDonald had eight and Bennett,
Infantino each chipped in with two.
Driscoll had one point.

Fanwood’s Charlie Roll Named
Masters Athlete of the Year

Fanwood resident, Charles Roll,
has been named USA Track and
Field-NJ Masters Athlete of the
Year. Roll was chosen from an elite
group of track and field athletes
and long distance runners as the
outstanding Masters performer in

New Jersey for 2003. The award
was presented at the organization’s
annual awards banquet at the
Sheraton, Raritan Center, on Janu-
ary 24.

Roll’s competitive successes
were registered in the Men’s 55-60
shot put event. He was undefeated
in 2003 and captured the “triple
crown” of Masters track by win-
ning the U.S. National title, both
indoors and outdoors, as well as the
World Championship.

Charlie was a state champ in
1964 for Jonathan Dayton HS in
Springfield and competed for
Cornell University during his col-
legiate years.

Charlie operates Health Connec-
tion Massage Therapy and Fitness
Center in Fanwood and specializes
in fitness programs for adults over
40. Charlie and his wife Marilyn
have lived in Fanwood for 30 years.
Their son Brian attended Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and
James Madison University.

“This has been quite a year”, he
said. “I just returned to competi-
tion in 2002 and never expected to
have this much success so quickly.”

ERRATUM:
In the article February 26 article

“Piranha Boys Break Records at
State Swim Championships,” it was
the team of Jeff Peart (backstroke),
John Boyle (breaststroke), Sam
Bebout (butterfly) and Brendan
McKenna (freestyle) that finished
18th in the medley relay in 1:35.70.
Peart, McKenna, Matt Marino and
Boyle, in that order, was the team
that placed 12th in the freestyle
relay in 1:16.94.

WBA Thunder Topples
Clark Girl Cagers

The WBA Westfield Thunder (7-
3) sixth grade girls travel basketball
team pulled off a thrilling victory
over previously undefeated Clark (8-
1) in the Garden State League on
February 22.

The defense was Teeny O’Donnell-
Pickert, Amanda Markowski, Megan
Reilly, Laura Kenny, Jaclyn LaSpata
and Anna Powell. Katie Esler netted
one point, Sara Mitchell had two,
Rosa Graziadei and Joelle
Cancelliere scored three each, Kalyen
Santiago and Julia Spiridigliozzi each
sank four points and Katie Davidson
led the Thunder with five points.

The Thunder will end their regular
season in the Garden State League in
Berkeley Heights on Saturday, March
6, at 2:30 p.m.

Adam Wendel Captures
Third in High Jump

Westfield High School graduate,
Adam Wendel, who presently attends
Middlesex County College, com-
peted unattached and cleared a per-
sonal-best 6’10” in the high jump in
the New York University Last Chance
Invitational at the NYC Armory on
February 27. It was his first meet
back since he injured his spine in
February 2003.

Wendel’s previous best was 6’6”
and his effort earned him third place
in the event. He nearly cleared seven
feet on his second attempt, but his
ankles clipped the bar on the way
down.

“I now know that seven feet is very
close and, soon enough, I will be
taking solid attempts at 7’2-7’4". By
clearing 6’10" this qualified me for
USATF Junior Nationals this sum-
mer. I hope to be able to reach the
Olympic trials sometime down the
road,” said Wendel.

Coaches Needed for Y
Flyers Track Club

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Y
Flyers Track Club is gearing up for
its third season and needs volunteer
coaches. No prior track experience
is necessary. The Flyers are a U.S.
Track and Field Association-affili-
ated club for boys and girls in 4th
through 8th grades.

Practices will be held at Kehler
Stadium on Sundays from 3 to 4:30
p.m. and Fridays from 6 to 7:30
p.m. The Flyers will compete in
development meets with other lo-
cal track clubs. The team will also
compete in the United States Ama-
teur Track and Field Junior Olym-
pic Qualifier Meet, with a chance
to advance to the Association
Championship. The first practice
will be held on March 28.

Registration will be held at the
Westfield Y on Monday, March 8,
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. and on Thurs-
day, March 18, from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
If interested, please contact Joanne
McKeown at (908) 233-2700, ex-
tension no. 258 or e-mail at
jmckeown@westfieldynj.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF MEETING
THE CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF APPEALS

OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
In Compliance with

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT,  CHAPTER 231, P.L. 1975

Notice is hereby given by the Construction Board of Appeals of the Township of Scotch
Plains, of the following meeting:

DATE: Wednesday, March 17, 2004
TIME: 8:00 AM
LOCATION: Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue
TYPE OF MEETING: 2004 Re-Organization Meeting
AGENDA: Same
ACTION(S) TO BE TAKEN: Not Applicable
DATE OF NOTIFICATION: February 23, 2004

1 T - 3/4/04, The Times Fee: $30.09

St. Helen’s Boys Boost
Hoops Record to 10-0
The St. Helen’s of Westfield 6th

grade boys basketball team finished
the Metuchen CYO regular season
undefeated at 10-0 by topping
LaAsuncion and Holy Family.

Mike Fietkiewicz led the scoring
with 14 points, while Pat Sabatino
followed with 12 against
LaAsuncion. Evan Dobra and Mike
Sheehan each had eight points.
Against Holy Family, Jon Brucia
sank nine points while Stephen
Greet had eight and Dobra had six.
Brett Johnson, John Bohlinger and
Fietkiewicz had four points each.

David B. Corbin (2003 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREPING FOR ANOTHER BRUISING SEASON…The Union Mudturtles
Rugby Club are preparing for another bruising and exciting season. The
Mudturtles play most of their home games at Unami Park in Garwood/
Cranford.

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com-PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

The “Spring Market” is here!

 Thinking of buying or selling...

call Prudential today  for a complimentary

 market analysis of your home

The “Spring Market” is here!

 Thinking of buying or selling...

call Prudential today  for a complimentary

 market analysis of your home

Westfield 
226 West Dudley Avenue - 

Directions: North or Mountain Avenue to West Dudley.

Proud Victorian filled with sunlight and 
charm features five bedrooms and three and one-half baths with a floor 
plan to accommodate your needs. Fabulous family room opens
to porch overlooking patio and pool. Walk to schools, town and train.

Yours at $1,175,000
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Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Expect More 
 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE GOLD LEVEL 2003   

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090    

Gracious and Elegant is this custom built 11 room Center Hall Colonial 
displaying an abundance of molding, sparkling hardwood floors and quality 
craftsmanship throughout.  Formal Living Room and Dining Room, Eat-in 
Kitchen, Master Bedroom Suite with sitting area and luxurious Bathroom, 
walk-up attic ready to finish and many upgraded features accent this fine 
home.  It is located in a great family neighborhood near schools, town and 
public transportation.  Floor plans available upon request. 
(WSF 0173)                                                                   Offered for $879,900. 

CUSTOM BUILT COLONIAL HOME 

Charming Westfield Colonial
Charming Westfield colonial in pristine condition on quiet street.  Totally renovated from
the studs out in 2001 featuring a beautiful stone patio and flower garden shaded by an
enormous century old maple.  Walk to town, train, Memorial Pool and McKinley School.
New kitchen, bath, windows, CAC, furnace, electric, plumbing and roof (1999).  Two
bedrooms and one bath in move in condition.  MUST SEE!  $324,500

Open House: Sunday, March 7th: 1pm -4pm
642 Downer Street, Westfield (South Avenue to Downer Street) • 908-233-3840
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF 2004 SCHEDULE OF
REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE

CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF AP-
PEALS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF

SCOTCH PLAINS
In Compliance with

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT,
CHAPTER 231, P.L. 1975

Following is the schedule of meetings of
the Construction Board of Appeals of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, to be held in the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, (with the exception of January,
February & March) the first Wednesday of
each month, at 8:00 AM during 2004.

Wednesday, April 7,2004
Wednesday, May 5, 2004
Wednesday, June 2, 2004
Wednesday, July 7, 2004

Wednesday, August 4, 2004
Wednesday, September 1, 2004

Wednesday, October 6, 2004
Wednesday, November 3, 2004
Wednesday, December 1, 2004

The above schedule also allows the op-
tion of calling a special meeting when nec-
essary.
1 T - 3/4/04, The Times Fee: $27.03

Mr. Roth and Mrs. Robinson
Elected Trustees of YFCS

WESTFIELD – David Roth and
Ann Robinson have been elected to
the Board of Trustees of Youth and
Family Counseling Service (YFCS).

Mr. Roth and his wife, Lauren, live
in Scotch Plains with their two daugh-
ters. He is Vice-President, Sales Sup-
port and Business Development for
Consera Software, headquartered in
Bellevue, Wash.

Prior to taking this position, he
worked for IBM, Microsoft and
Amdahl Corporation in various sales
and marketing capacities. At the 1994
Microsoft Global Summit, Bill Gates,
Chairman of Microsoft, recognized
Mr. Roth as the top sales contributor
in the Partner Management Group of
Microsoft.

Mr. Roth’s past activities and mem-
berships include Qwest Advisory
Council, Microsoft Global Advisory
Council, New Jersey Technology
Council, YMCA Men’s Club and
Temple Emanu-El Men’s Club.

He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree
from the University of Southern Cali-
fornia, where he majored in commu-
nications.

Mr. Roth said that when he learned
of YFCS, he was impressed by the
services the agency offered and the
good will it had generated.

“By becoming involved with YFCS,
I feel that I can give back to the region
that has been good to me. I look for-
ward to letting people know about the
vital services the agency offers, espe-
cially those unable to afford private
counseling,” said Mr. Roth.

Milt Faith, Executive Director of
TFCS, said he welcomed Mr. Roth’s
enthusiasm.

“I know that David will be a great
help in fulfilling the mission of the

agency,” he said.
A 30-year resident of Westfield,

Mrs. Robinson and her husband, the
late Phillip Robinson, Jr., have a son,
daughter and two grandchildren.

She has served as President of the
Westfield Day Care Board of Trust-
ees, President of Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library, and Cam-
paign Chairwoman of the United Fund
of Westfield.

Mrs. Robinson has also served as a
deacon at the Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, and is currently active on
several church committees.

Since 1918, YFCS, through its coun-
seling services, has helped troubled
individuals and families to identify
and resolve personal problems so as
to live more satisfying and productive
lives.

YFCS is located at 233 Prospect
Street in Westfield and serves the com-
munities of Berkeley Heights, Clark,
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside,
Rahway, Scotch Plains and Westfield.
YFCS is a nonprofit agency supported
by the United Fund of Westfield and
other united ways.

For more information on the YFCS,
please call (908) 233-2042.

Westfield – Week of February 16
Walter and Linda Kreil, Jr. to David

Peregrim and Joann Lund, 875 Bradford
Avenue, $930,000.

Simone Mokrauer to Thomas Curry
and Nicole Gaul, 740 Embree Crescent,
$397,315.

Peter and Lisa McNamara to Eric
Drummond and Mary Beth Mourad, 135
Linden Avenue, $730,000.

Scott and Lori Ann Kraemer to Drew
Matus and Rebecca Smith, 300 Scotch
Plains Avenue, $535,000.

Robert and Minerva Dubuss to Shanna
Henderson, 585 Trinity Place, $327,000.

Messercola Bros. Building Co., Inc.
to Robert and Sharon Denny, 109 Cedar
Street, $580,000.

Recent Home
Sales

Amateur Astronomers
Announce Meeting Date

CRANFORD – On Friday, March
19 Amateur Astronomers Inc. will
conduct its monthly Membership
meeting at 8 p.m. in the Roy Smith
Theater in the Campus Center Build-
ing at Union County College located
at 1033 Springfield Ave., Cranford.

Immediately following the busi-
ness meeting at approximately 9 p.m.
the club will have a free lecture on
“Cassini Imaging at Jupiter and Sat-
urn” given by John Barbara. Mr.
Barbara works at NASA’s Goddard
Institute for Space Studies, New York,
NY. He will discuss recent discover-
ies revealed by atmospheric imaging
during the Cassini-Huygens voyage
as well as some preliminary Saturn
approach findings.

Following the lecture, members
and guests will be invited to the
William Miller Sperry Observatory
that is located nearby on campus and
will have the opportunity to speak
with club members and tour the fa-
cility. Refreshments will be served.
If weather permits, a celestial view-
ing focusing on Saturn and Jupiter
will be conducted using the club’s
two large telescopes. Free parking is
provided by Union County College.

For more information on AAI and
directions, call (908) 276-STAR or
visit www.asterism.org.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Grace M. Rappa

(908) 301-2019: Direct
(908) 770-4411: Cell Phone

e-mail: grace.rappa@coldwellbanker.com

Realtor Associate

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Incomparable architectural details, embellished moldings, in-laid hardwood floors,

soaring ceilings and numerous transom windows and steel beam construction are

just some of the elegant features that pervade this five bedroom, three and one

half bath custom home.  This impressive residence has a formal dining room and

living room with in-laid  hardwood floors, ceiling to floor columns,  wide base-

board moldings, ceiling medallions, chair rail and crown moldings.  A gourmet

kitchen is truly a chef’s delight with granite counter-tops, raised panel wood cabi-

nets, center island, stainless steel appliances.  The adjoining eating area has hard-

wood floors, an eight-foot Andersen Frenchwood sliding glass door to the yard

and patio.  The family room located off the kitchen has box beam ceiling, light/

ceiling fan, a huge fireplace with detailed wood mantel and brick hearth.  This

fireplace is wood burning or can be used with gas.  The Master suite has a dra-

matic tray ceiling, fireplace, crown moldings, walk-in closet and further enhanc-

ing the appeal of this room is a luxurious bath with tumbled marble, limstone and

granite.  Call Grace Rappa for details.  $939,000

UNITED IN PUBLIC SERVICE…Mansfield Police Chief Jim Humble
(Burlington County) recently played host to a group of retired Westfield police
and fire personnel at Mansfield police headquarters, where they discussed
police work of the past and present. The retirees represent 250 years of
aggregate public service. They are, pictured left to right: Fire Chief Paul
Battiloro, Deputy Police Chief John Wheatley, Fire Chief Walter Ridge, Police
Sergeant Detective Bill Muth, Police Chief Tony Scutti, Police Captain Al
Vardalis, Police Lieutenant Detective Bernie Mormelo and Union County
Public Safety Director Randy Pisane. At far right is Chief Humble.

Bike Stand Owner
To Speak at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — On Saturday,
March 13, at 2 p.m., the Scotch Plains
Public Library will present “The Sub-
urban Cyclist,” featuring Steve Willis.

Mr. Willis, owner of The Bike Stand
in Scotch Plains, will discuss topics of
special interest to suburban bikers, such
as purchasing a bicycle, maintenance
and safety, and special events and tours.

This program is free and open to all.
The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue. For directions or more infor-
mation, please call (908) 322-5007.

Classic 5 bedroom Dutch Colonial with traditional charm.
Oversized rooms, wonderful floor plan, gourmet custom
kitchen, 3 1/2  baths, family room with 3 walls of win-
dows, formal dining room opens on to 35 x 30 slate
patio.  Secluded & private backyard.  Close to town,
schools & transportation.  $764,900 (0520009349)

weichert.com

Beautiful Center Hall Colonial in Westfield

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Call today for a
private tour of this

lovely home!

Invite Niki in,
and she’ll bring results!

NIKI FRY

WYCHWOOD AREA JEWEL

This impeccable Center Hall Colonial features a large Living Room with gas fireplace,
a formal Dining Room, a newer Dudick-designed Kitchen with custom cherry cabinets
and Corian counters, a large Family Room, 4 Bedrooms & 2 1/2 Baths.  Other highlights
include hardwood floors, decorative moldings, new roof, central air, 2-car attached
garage and so much more.  All this is situated on professionally landscaped property
filled with bulbs, perennials and ornamentals, close to schools and town.  WSF0192

Offered for $849,000

209 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-5555 ext. 189

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES
International President’s Elite
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level 1997-2003
Direct: (908) 301-2052
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.  Prices subject to change.  ©2004 Coldwell Banker Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Independently owned and operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Open House
Sunday, 3/7/04 1-4 p.m.

141 Linden Avenue, Westfield
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-18078-99
FILE NO. 7912-03

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
CHAS, SCHAEFER SONS,
INC.; VIMAX INDUSTRIES,
INC.; RENNERT-DIANA OF
NEW YORK, INC.; TAKEDA
USA, INC.; OCCIDENTAL
CHEMICAL; CONSOLIDATED
RAIL CORP.; ICC CHEMICAL
CORPORATION; PRIOR
CHEMICAL CORPORATION;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon CASALE &
PELLEGRINO, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is GATEHALL 1,
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054,
Chatham Township, New Jersey 07928, an
Answer to the Complaint, Amendment to
Complaint, Order Correcting Clerical Error
and Order Correcting Caption filed in a Civil
Action, in which CAROL SEGAL is the
plaintiff and CHAS, SCHAEFER SONS,
INC. ET ALS.   are defendants, pending in
the Superior Court of New Jersey, Chan-
cery Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-18078-99 within thirty-five
(35) days after 3/4/2004 exclusive of such
date.  If you fail to answer or appear in
accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by
Default may be rendered against you for
relief demanded in the Complaint, and
Amendment to Complaint, if any.  You shall
file your Answer and Proof of Service in
duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey  08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the  Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you cannot
afford an attorney,  you may communicate
with the Legal Services Office of the County
of Venue.  The telephone number of such
agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Service  (908) 353-4715 - Legal Services
Office  (908) 354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax sale
certificate(s):

1.  A certain tax certificate 93103, recorded
on 6/24/1999, made by JOSEPH J. KMET,
Collector of Taxes of UNION, and State of
New Jersey to CAROL SEGAL and subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff, CAROL SEGAL.
This covers real estate located in UNION,
County of UNION, and State of New Jersey,
known as LOT 17 BLOCK 405 as shown on
the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map

duplicate of UNION.  and concerns premises
commonly known as SCHAEFFERS LANE,
UNION, New Jersey.

2.  A certain tax certificate 95.102, re-
corded on 2/28/1996, made by JOSEPH J.
KMET, Collector of Taxes of UNION, and
State of New Jersey to CAROL SEGAL and
subsequently assigned to plaintiff, CAROL
SEGAL.  This covers real estate located in
UNION, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 17 BLOCK 405
as shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of UNION.  and concerns
premises commonly known as
SCHAEFFERS LANE,  UNION, New Jer-
sey.

3.  A certain tax certificate 96108, re-
corded on 3/18/1997, made by MARK J.
BELLOTTI, Collector of Taxes of UNION,
and State of New Jersey to CAROL SEGAL
and subsequently assigned to plaintiff,
CAROL SEGAL.  This covers real estate
located in UNION, County of UNION, and
State of New Jersey, known as LOT 17
BLOCK 405 as shown on the Tax Assess-
ment Map and Tax Map duplicate of UNION.
and concerns premises commonly known
as SCHAEFFERS LANE,  UNION, New
Jersey.

4.  A certain tax certificate 97107, re-
corded on 1/14/1998, made by TERRI
MAGNUSSON, Collector of Taxes of
UNION, and State of New Jersey to CAROL
SEGAL and subsequently assigned to plain-
tiff, CAROL SEGAL.  This covers real es-
tate located in UNION, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 17
BLOCK 405 as shown on the Tax Assess-
ment Map and Tax Map duplicate of UNION.
and concerns premises commonly known
as SCHAEFFERS LANE,  UNION, New
Jersey.

5.  A certain tax certificate 980009, re-
corded on 1/29/1999, made by TERRI
MAGNUSSON, C.T.C., Collector of Taxes
of UNION, and State of New Jersey to
CAROL SEGAL and subsequently assigned
to plaintiff, CAROL SEGAL.  This covers
real estate located in UNION, County of
UNION, and State of New Jersey, known as
LOT 17 BLOCK 405 as shown on the Tax
Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
UNION.  and concerns premises commonly
known as SCHAEFFERS LANE,  UNION,
New Jersey.

6.  A certain tax certificate 99013, re-
corded on 11/4/1999, made by TERRI
MAGNUSSON, C.T.C., Collector of Taxes
of UNION, and State of New Jersey to
CAROL SEGAL and subsequently assigned
to plaintiff, CAROL SEGAL.  This covers
real estate located in UNION, County of
UNION, and State of New Jersey, known as
LOT 17 BLOCK 405 as shown on the Tax
Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
UNION.  and concerns premises commonly

known as SCHAEFFERS LANE,  UNION,
New Jersey.

YOU, CHAS, SCHAEFER SONS, INC.,
are made party defendant to the above fore-
closure action because you are the owners
of the subject premises.

YOU, VIMAX INDUSTRIES, INC., are
named as a party defendant because on
November 3, 1994, you entered a judgment
against Chas. Schaefer Sons, Inc. for a debt
of $47,631.64 in the Superior Court of New
Jersey under Docket No. J-121773-1994.
Said lien in subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, RENNERT-DIANA OF NEW
YORK, INC, are named as a party defen-
dant because on October 13, 1993, you
entered a judgment against Chas. Schaefer
Sons, Inc. for a debt of $6,501.00 in the
Superior Court of New Jersey under Docket
No. J-094605-1993.  Said lien in subordi-
nate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, TAKEDA USA, INC, are named as
a party defendant because on  July 18, 1995
you entered a judgment against Chas.
Schaefer Sons, Inc. for a debt of $14,200.00
in the Superior Court of New Jersey under
Docket No. J-161005-1995.  Said lien in
subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, OCCIDENTAL CHEMICAL, are
named as a party defendant because on
November 26, 1996 you entered a judgment
against Chas. Schaefer Sons, Inc. for a debt
of $3,616.58  in the Superior Court of New
Jersey under Docket No. DJ-214163-1996.
Said lien in subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, CONSOLIDATED RAIL CORP.,
are named as a party defendant because on
January 9, 1995 you entered a judgment
against Chas. Schaefer Sons, Inc. for a debt
of $10,800.00  in the United States District
Court  under Docket No. CV-004896-1994.
Said lien in subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, ICC CHEMICAL CORPORATION,
are named as a party defendant because on
March 20, 1996 you entered a judgment
against Chas. Schaefer Sons, Inc. for a debt
of $521,532.59  in the Superior Court of New
Jersey  under Docket No. J-073106-1996
Said lien in subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, ICC CHEMICAL CORPORATION
and PRIOR CHEMICAL CORPORATION,
are named as a party defendants by virtue of
an Assignment of Mortgage from First Union
National Bank of Uniform Commercial Code
File number 000004.  Said assignment of
Mortgage is dated March 21, 1996 and
recorded in the Union County Clerk’s/
Register’s Office on April 8, 1996.
DATED:  February 26, 2004

Donald F. Phelan,
Clerk of the Superior Court

of New Jersey
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
1 Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey  07054
1 T - 3/4/04, The Leader Fee: $162.69

PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-13607-03
FILE NO. 7365-03

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
WALTER WIGGS; ANA
WIGGS, HIS WIFE; ALMESHIA
MEDLEY;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon CASALE &
PELLEGRINO, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is GATEHALL 1,
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054, an
Answer to the Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which FUNB Cust/Ttee Plymouth
SPV 2, Inc. is the plaintiff and WALTER
WIGGS, ET ALS; are defendants, pending
in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Chan-
cery Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-13607-03 within thirty-five
(35) days after March 4, 2004 exclusive of
such date. If you fail to answer or appear in
accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by
Default may be rendered against you for
relief demanded in the Complaint. You shall
file your Answer and Proof of Service in
duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are unable
to obtain an attorney you may communicate
with the Lawyer Referral Service of the
County of Venue and that if you cannot
afford an attorney, you may communicate
with the Legal Services Office of the County
of Venue. The telephone number of such
agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Service (908) 353-4715- Legal Services
Office (908) 354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax sale
certificate: 1. A certain tax certificate 000846,
recorded on 6/21/2000, made by STEVEN
M. DAVIS, Collector of Taxes of Plainfield,
and State of New Jersey to FUNB Cust/
Ttee Plymouth SPV 2, Inc. and subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff, FUNB Cust/
Ttee Plymouth SPV 2, Inc. . This covers real
estate located in Plainfield, County of
UNION, and State of New Jersey, known as
LOT 1 BLOCK 744 as shown on the Tax
Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
Plainfield and concerns premises commonly
known as 401 Randolph Road, Plainfield,
New Jersey.
YOU, WALTER WIGGS and ANA WIGGS,
HIS WIFE, are made party defendants to
the above foreclosure action because you
are the owners of a property which is the
subject of the above entitled action.
YOU, ALMESHIA MEDLEY, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on November 1, 2002, a judgment
was entered in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Union County, by Almeshia Medley
against Walter Wiggs Jr. disclosing a debt
in the amount of $46,750.00, plus costs and
fees. Said judgment was entered as Judg-
ment No. J-258436-2002. Said judgment is
subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED: February 27, 2004

Donald F. Phelan,
Clerk of the Superior Court

of New Jersey
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
1 Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey  07054
1 T - 3/4/04, The Leader Fee: $67.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-21386-03
FILE NO. 127.0220

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
GLORIA BALBOA, HER HEIRS
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND
HERS, THEIRS OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT TITLE AND INTEREST

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.,
Plaintiff’s Attorney, whose address is 4
Brighton Road, Clifton, New Jersey, 07012,
an answer to the complaint (and amend-
ment to complaint, if any) filed in a civil
action in which FLEET NATIONAL BANK
is Plaintiff and LOUIS F. BALBOA AND
MRS. LOUIS F. BALBOA, HIS WIFE;
GLORIA BALBOA AND MR. BALBOA,
HUSBAND OF GLORIA BALBOA, et als.
are Defendants, pending in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division,
UNION County and bearing Docket Num-
ber F-21386-03 within Thirty-five (35) days
after March 4, 2004 exclusive of such date.
If you fail to do so, judgement by default may
be rendered against you for the relief de-
manded in the complaint (and amendment
to complaint, if any). You shall file you an-
swer and proof of service in duplicate with
the Clerk of the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex, 25 Mar-
ket Street, CD-971, Trenton, New Jersey,
08625, in accordance with the Rules of Civil
Practice and Procedure.

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a mortgage dated
April 30, 1987, made by LOUIS F. BALBOA
AND GLORIA BALBOA, as Mortgagor(s),
to FLEET NATIONAL BANK, recorded on
May 7, 1987 in Book 3740 of Mortgages for
UNION County, Page 0716, and subse-
quently assigned to the plaintiff; and (2) to
recover possession of, and concerns the
premises commonly known as: 223-225
SPENCER STREET, ELIZABETH, NEW
JERSEY 07202.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney, you
may communicate with the New Jersey State
Bar Association by calling (908) 249-5000.
You may also contact the lawyer referral
service of UNION the County of Venue by
calling (908) 353-4715. If you cannot afford
an attorney, you may communicate with the
Legal Services Office of the County of Venue
by calling (908) 354-4340.

You, GLORIA BALBOA, HER HEIRS
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES AND HERS< THEIRS OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST, are made a party
defendant to this foreclosure action because
you are the heirs of the deceased mort-
gagor, GLORIA BALBOA, and as such may
have an interest in the mortgaged premises,
and you have a right to Notice of this actione
for any right, title, claim or interest you may
have in, to, or against the said mortgaged
premises.
Dated: FEBRUARY 25, 2004

DONALD F. PHELAN, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
4 Brighton Road
Clifton, New Jersey 07012
1 T - 3/4/04, The Leader Fee: $66.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD,
SCHOOL DISTRICT

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
sealed bids will be received by the Board of
Education of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District, Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, 07076, Union
County, New Jersey, for the following to be
received at the prevailing time(s):

ATHLETIC BID - APRIL 1, 2004
AT 10:00 AM

and will be publicly opened and read im-
mediately thereafter.

Bids must be made on the proposal forms
in the manner designated, enclosed in a
separate sealed envelope with name and
address of bidder and work bid upon noted
on the outside, and must be accompanied
by a Certified Check, Cashier’s Check or
Bid Bond drawn to the order of the Board of
Education for not less than ten percent
(10%) of the amount of the bid, but in no
case in excess of $20,000.00, and must be
delivered to the Secretary of the Board of
Education, or the Board’s designated repre-
sentative at the above place on or before the
hour named. The Board of Education as-
sumes no responsibility for bids mailed or
misdirected in delivery.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof.

The right is reserved to reject any or all
bids or waive informality in the bidding if it is
in the interest of the Board of Education to
do so.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq., pertaining to the “Public
School Contracts Law.”

All bidders are placed on notice that they
are required to comply with the require-
ments of P.L. 1975, Chapter 127.

Specifications and full information may be
obtained upon request at the Business Of-
fice of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, Evergreen Avenue & Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains, N.J., 07076.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF EDU-
CATION OF THE SCOTCH PLAINS-
FANWOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Anthony Del Sordi
 Board Secretary

1 T - 3/4/04, The Times Fee: $48.95

DENTAL SECRETARY

For a fast-paced challenging
orthodontic office in Westfield.
Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Fridays, good typing & computer
skills. Dental & Insurance
knowledge preferred. Chance for
excellent bonus. Fax resume to:

(908) 232-7721

HOME FOR SALE

5 Bedroom home for sale by owner
on the “hottest” street in Westfield.
1/2 mile to town and train, 1 block
from library and 1/4 to Wilson
Elementary. Fairly priced to sell
quickly, so if you want live on a
street where over 50 school age
children live & play. Call (908)
232-5077 and set up an appt.
$649,999 This ad will run only once.

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE

Space available in
Arcanum Hall

Landmark Building
102 Elm Street, Westfield

Call (908) 232-2182

HELP WANTED

PT Front Desk Administrator
Westfield Spa & Cafe is seeking
experienced person to schedule ap-
pointments, answer phones & inter-
act with clients Knowledge of Com-
puters needed.Call (908) 232-6595

DINING ROOM FURNITURE

Thomasville - Oak Dining Room oval
table with 4 chairs, expandable with
two 20” leaves, china cabinet, table
pads and extra seat cushions.
Excellent Condition, used
infrequently. B/O (908) 654-1893

HELP WANTED

MASTER CARPENTERS
NEEDED

Transportaion & tools a must.
Experience dictates salary.

Some travel required. Only the
best need apply.

Call (609) 978-7593

OFFICE SUITE

Westfield Private office suite with
a shared conference room, color
printer, high speed internet,
kitchen, xerox and fax machines.
Free Parking. $300.00-$500.00
per month (908) 789-2700 ext 22

DOMESTIC CLEANING

German lady cleans houses
and apartments, Mon - Fri.

Honest and Reliable.
References available.
Call (908) 518-9732 or

(908) 232-8797

HELP WANTED

Construction Superintendent
K. Hovnanian is more than just a
homebuilder — we’re a diversified
nationwide real estate leader and
ranked #10 on Fortune magazine’s
list of the 100 Fastest-Growing
Companies. We currently have a
need for a Superintendent-level
professional to join us in our Scotch
Plains, NJ operations. You will
oversee projects for our North
Central Group, and ensure that
standard levels of quality are
achieved.
The selected candidate will conduct
daily inspections of sub-
contractors’ work, develop repair
lists, guide inspections by
municipal/utilities representatives,
review invoices, order materials,
and conduct homeowner walk-
throughs.
At least 5 years of field experience
in Construction are required, which
should include supervising home
completion, framing and finishing.
Position also requires a working
knowledge of BOCA building codes
and residential warranty standards.
Experience with plumbing, heating
systems and drywall/electrical
installation and the ability to
interpret construction plans,
blueprints and specifications are
also essential.
We recognize people who make a
difference by offering a competitive
salary and benefits – including
discounts on a new home. We
strongly encourage candidates to
apply on-line at: www.khov.com
by clicking on “Careers” and
selecting “Opportunities” - or
forward a resume, indicating salary
history and requirements, to: K.
Hovnanian Enterprises Corp., P.O.
Box 500, Red Bank, NJ 07701,
Job Code: 2143.
NO PHONE CALLS, PLEASE

AUTO FOR SALE

1994 Black VW Jetta III 4dr, good
cond., 4Cyl, 5Spd, A/C, PWR:
Sun Roof/Steer/Locks, AM/FM
Bose Stereo w/Cassette, Alarm,
60,200 Mi., $4,900 or B/O.

Call (908) 347-7164

WESTFIELD OFFICE SUB-LET

Fully furnished fabulous north
side downtown location

330 SF $850/month all inclusive
Call (908) 232-2225

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,

IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$250.00/M

Call Lori (973) 397-3541

AUTO FOR SALE

95 Pontiac Grand Prix,
4-Door, Green, Low Mileage,

Excellent Condition.
Best Offer

Call (908) 665-2527

MATH TUTOR

Ivy-level mathematics degree,
great results. SAT, calculus,
trigonmetry, algebra.

Joe (908) 781-0888

SAT VERBAL TUTORING

In-Home Small Group Verbal
Tutoring. 18 Years Experience.
Now Scheduling for May & June
SAT. (201) 339-9716 Evenings

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Scotch Plains Specialty Shop & Gift
Basket business. Candy, chocolates,
nuts and more. Lots of potential for
right person. Retail, internet &
corporate accounts. $20k firm takes
all. Call (908) 322-7388 for more info.

ASTROLOGY
POWER CRYSTAL
Spiritual Advisor

Help on All Problems of Life.
(908) 789-8582

All Readings 1/2 Price with Ad
Avail. for Parties & Occasions

EDUCATION

TEACHER - Head Teacher
Immediate, full-time position

temporary. BA a must.
Experienced preferred.

Call Cheryl @ (908) 518-0900

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Monday,
March 1, 2004 approved and memorialized
the following Board action:

03-18(V) ROBERT W. BRENNAN AND
ROSEANN BRENNAN, 606
CUMBERLAND STREET,
BLOCK 2705, LOT 14, SEEK-
ING MINOR SUBDIVISION
WITH VARIANCES.  APPLI-
CANT SEEKS TO CREATE
TWO NEW LOTS FROM AN
EXISTING SINGLE LOT.  –
Approved with conditions.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 3/4/04, The Leader Fee: $17.85

8, 15 & 22 from 7 to 9 p.m.  The fee
is $85 per person  (Need at least 8
people).  Registration is March 15-
26.

Sweet Gatherings: What’s Your
Specialty!?  Cookies, brownies,
pies?  Bake your best creations
each week, bring copies of the reci-
pes and share your secrets with
friends.  Taste other delicacies, swap
ideas and enjoy your dessert!  Pro-
gram held at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club on Mondays April 19 & 26
and May 3 & 10 from12 to 2 p.m.
The fee $5 per person.  Recreation
Dept. will supply coffee & paper
products.  Registration is March
23-April 9.

Sports Auction-May 21: Come
to this Silent/Live Sports Auction
and bid on your favorite sports
memorabilia.  From boxing to base-
ball, hockey to golf, football to
basketball.  Come join us for an
evening of delicious hors d’ oeuvres
and good friends.  BYOB.  Doors at
Scotch Hills Country Club will open
at 7:30 p.m.  The first portion of the
event will be a silent auction, fol-
lowed by a live auction.  Walk
away with top-notch items that
evening.  May use checks, cash or
credit cards for purchase.  Pro-
ceeds raised from this program will
benefit the Scotch Plains Welfare
Department. No fee to attend. Must
call ahead to RSVP with the Recre-
ation Deptartment at (908) 322-
6700 ext. 222.

Scotch Plains Recreation Events
Babysitting Training (11-16):

This program is being held on Sat-
urday, May 1 at the Towne House
in Green Forest Park from 9 to 3
p.m.  Register from March 22-
April 16 (maximum of 20 students).
Fee is $45 per person.

The Smartest Weasel in the
World Science Workshop (1st-5th
grade): Weasel Robots-  The wea-
sel has two motors, a 3-speed gear
box & 2 photo sensors.   It’s all
yours to make and keep.  Learn
about gears, sensors, electronic
components, circuit boards and
more.  Design and program your
own robot.    Please bring a lunch.
Held at the Towne House, Green
Forest Park on Monday & Tuesday
April 5 & 6, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Registration will be March 10-
March 26. The fee is $110 per
person.

Beginner Bridge Lessons: Will
be held at the Scotch Hills Country
Club on Fridays April 16-June 18
(10 classes), from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
The fee is $75 per person.  Registra-
tion is March 22-April 2.

Intermediate/Advanced Bridge
Lessons: Will also be held at the
Scotch Hills Country Club on Fri-
days April 16-May 14 (5 classes)
from 12:45-2:45 p.m.  The fee is
$45.  Registration is March
22-April 2.

Feng Shui Class: This program
is being held at the Scotch Hills
Country Club on Thursdays April

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that on March 24,
2004 at 8:00 P.M.. in the Borough Hall of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey the Plan-
ning Board will hold a public hearing for a
deck at 3 Brohm Place, Fanwood, New
Jersey also known as Block 78, Lot 8 as
shown on the Fanwood Tax Map. The fol-
lowing variance is requested from the Land
Use Ordinance of the Borough of Fanwood:

Sec. 184-110E6 Variance Requested:
Rear Yard Setback; Permitted: 25 feet;
Present: 25 feet; Proposed: 14 feet

The application will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of the
application or amendment(s) to the applica-
tion.

All interested persons may be present
and heard.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal
business hours from the Secretary of the
Board at the Administration Offices of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

John & Karen Kern
3 Brohm Place

Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023
1 T - 3/4/04, The Times Fee: $27.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Monday,
March 1, 2004 approved and memorialized
the following Board action:

03-20 CHARLES PIJANOWSKI, 619
ELM STREET, BLOCK 1002, LOT
8. APPLICANT SEEKS TO CRE-
ATE TWO NEW CONFORMING
BUILDING LOTS WITH NO VARI-
ANCES FROM A SINGLE EXIST-
ING LOT.  APPLICANT SEEKS
TO DEMOLISH EXISTING
DWELLING AND GARAGE ON
EXISTING LOT AND CON-
STRUCT A SINGLE FAMILY
DWELLING ON EACH OF THE
NEWLY CREATED LOTS.  – Ap-
proved with conditions.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 3/4/04, The Leader Fee: $20.91

Westfield Rescue Squad
Kicks-off Fund Drive

MARCH IS SQUAD MONTH…Mayor Gregory McDermott signed a procla-
mation designating the month of March Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
month. The proclamation was issued to call attention to the rescue squad’s 2004
fund drive. Pictured from left to right: Treasurer Jeanne Gladis, President Dan
Sullivan, Mayor McDermott, Captain Robert Barrett, Vice-President Susan
Butler and Deputy Captain Miki Urso.

WESTFIELD – Mayor Gregory
McDermott kicked off the Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad 2004 fund
drive proclaiming March “Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad Month.”

Mayor McDermott said in the proc-
lamation that the, “Westfield Volun-
teer Rescue Squad has unselfishly
provided emergency medical care
and transportation to the residents
and visitors of the Town of Westfield
in the event of accident, sudden ill-
ness, disaster and the like for the past
53 years.”

The mayor went on to state that
during 2003 squad members had
“volunteered tens of thousands of
hours of service to answer over 2,400
calls in the alleviation of human
suffering.”

The squad, which is solely funded
by private donations looks to the
residents of Westfield for the major-
ity of its funding. Every resident of
Westfield will receive a letter in the

mail asking for their financial sup-
port of the squad.

Susan Butler, Vice President of the
rescue squad said, “I am hoping that
the people of Westfield recognize
the contribution that the squad makes
to this town, and will generously
support our 2004 fund drive. No one
can possibly know when they them-
selves or a family member or neigh-
bor will become suddenly ill or in-
jured, and speaking from personal
experience, there is nothing more
comforting than to see a Westfield
ambulance and EMS volunteers ar-
riving within a few minutes to an-
swer your call for help.”

The Westfield Rescue Squad is
one of the few remaining all volun-
teers squads within the local area.
Tax deductible contributions can be
made to: The Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield, NJ 07091. For all emer-
gency service please call 911.

Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events
Bill Cosby Tickets: Witness comic

genius, Bill Cosby and his insight on
family dynamics and relationships!
Held on Saturday, March 6 at 4 p.m.
Bus departs 2:30 p.m. Cost: $50.

Sesame Street Live: Come see
Elmo, the Count, Cookie Monster,
Big Bird, Bert & Ernie and their
friends on stage Monday, April 12.
Bus departs at 9:30am. Cost: $20.

Soccer Squirts: This course will
introduce children ages 3-5 years to
group experiences and basic motor
skills through soccer related activi-
ties. Dates: Tuesdays starting April 13
and ending May 25. Hours: 10  to 11
a.m. or 1  to 2 p.m. Cost: $89.

Yoga: Come experience HATA
Yoga, a unique mix of stretching to
release tension, eliminate stress, and
increase tone. Held Tuesdays until
March 23 from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m.. Fee: $52.  Community Room.
Bring your own mat.  Additional days/
times will be offered.

Daddy-Daughter Dance: Our An-
nual Dance will be held on Friday,
April 30 at The Westwood from 6:30
to 9:30 p.m. for grades Kindergarten
through sixth grade.  The evening
will consist of 5x7 father/daughter
photograph; hot buffet dinner & des-
sert, disc jockey to play the hottest
tunes, and an entire evening of danc-
ing and fun! Cost: $36/per person.

Teen Center: The Teen Center will
be open on select Friday evenings

during the school year from 7  to 11
p.m. for all high school students.  The
teen center is a safe and enjoyable
alternative and we hope all high
school students come check it out!
Located in the municipal building.

The “Night Place”: This popular
program is offered to all resident in-
termediate school youths. Held at
Edison Intermediate School from 7:30
to 9:30 p.m. Activities include a Disc
Jockey, food, games, movies and
dancing.  The cost is $2 in advance
and $3 at the door.  The dates left for
the coming school year are as fol-
lows: March 19 and May /7.

Winter Consignment Ski Lift Tick-
ets: Think Snow! Discount lift tick-
ets are available for Camelback,
Shawnee Mountain, Jack Frost/Big
Boulder, Mountain Creek, & Mon-
tage Mountain.

Memorial Pool News:  Registra-
tions are now being accepted from
last year’s pool members.

On Thursday, April 15 at 7 a.m.  In
person registration begins for
Westfield residents who were not
members last year.

Please register for the above pro-
grams in person at: The Westfield
Recreation Department-425 East
Broad St. Westfield.  Office: 908-
789-4080. Visit us online at:
westfieldnj.net/townhall/recreation
and at westfieldtoday.com/
ParksRecreation.
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Get
Outta
The

HouseLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal Stars
By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What do you get when you put
a Spanish-speaking lion, a French-
speaking crocodile, and an En-
glish-speaking (well, a Bronx dia-
lect, ya know what I’m saying?)
monkey on one stage? It’s called
Animal BAnimal BAnimal BAnimal BAnimal Babbleabbleabbleabbleabble,,,,, and it will be
performed at Union County Col-
lege in Cranford on Sunday,
March 7, at 1 p.m. It will be
presented by the Theater PTheater PTheater PTheater PTheater Prrrrrojectojectojectojectoject,
and it’s free. You should be at least
four years old to attend.

* * * * * * *
A concert of choral favorites, IIIIIn-n-n-n-n-

spiration and Consolation - Sspiration and Consolation - Sspiration and Consolation - Sspiration and Consolation - Sspiration and Consolation - Songsongsongsongsongs
of Sof Sof Sof Sof Springtimepringtimepringtimepringtimepringtime and Durufle’s RRRRRe-e-e-e-e-
quiemquiemquiemquiemquiem, will be performed on Sat-
urday, March 6, at 8 p.m. at Cen-
tral Presbyterian Church in Sum-
mit. Tickets are $18 - $20, and the
church is located at 70 Maple Street.
Call (973) 762-8488 or visit
www.summitchorale.org.

* * * * * * *
It’s the female version of TheTheTheTheThe

OOOOOdd Coupledd Coupledd Coupledd Coupledd Couple, although these days,
that phraseology may not be politi-
cally correct. Neil Simon’s comedy
has been re-written for Florence
and Olive, and comes complete
with two studs living upstairs. Per-
formances by the WWWWWestfield Com-estfield Com-estfield Com-estfield Com-estfield Com-
munity Pmunity Pmunity Pmunity Pmunity Playlaylaylaylayersersersersers will be on March
6, 13, 20, 26 and 27, with benefit
shows on March 12 and 19. They’re
at 1000 North Avenue West, and
tickets are $12. Call the Box Office
for a 24-hour Ticket Tape at (908)
232-1221.

* * * * * * *
The Antioch Chamber Ensemble

will perform An EAn EAn EAn EAn Evvvvvening of Sening of Sening of Sening of Sening of Sa-a-a-a-a-
crcrcrcrcred Med Med Med Med Musicusicusicusicusic on Saturday, March 6,
at 8 p.m. at Calvary Episcopal
Church, 31 Woodland Avenue in
Summit. Selections will include TTTTTeeeee
DDDDDeumeumeumeumeum by Joseph Haydn, MMMMMiseriseriseriseriserererererereeeee
MMMMMeieieieiei by Antonio Allegri, and sacred
works by Tallis, Howells, Sowerby
and Leighton. Tickets are $15. For
more information, call (973) 819-
2135.

* * * * * * *
Director Ken Webb of Westfield

Community Players is holding open
auditions for Gore Vidal’s political
drama The BThe BThe BThe BThe Best Mest Mest Mest Mest Mananananan on Monday,
March 8, and Tuesday, March 9, at
7:30 p.m. Cast requirements range
from both men and women in their
20s to 60s. The show opens in May.
The theater is located at 1000 North
Avenue West, but call for informa-
tion if you need more, at (908) 232-
9568.

SPFHS RSPFHS RSPFHS RSPFHS RSPFHS Repereperepereperepertortortortortory y y y y TheaterTheaterTheaterTheaterTheater
WWWWWill Sill Sill Sill Sill Stage tage tage tage tage Les MLes MLes MLes MLes Miserablesiserablesiserablesiserablesiserables

MAKEUP!…Laura Manziano, who plays Madame Thenardier, is being made up atMAKEUP!…Laura Manziano, who plays Madame Thenardier, is being made up atMAKEUP!…Laura Manziano, who plays Madame Thenardier, is being made up atMAKEUP!…Laura Manziano, who plays Madame Thenardier, is being made up atMAKEUP!…Laura Manziano, who plays Madame Thenardier, is being made up at
the workshop taught by Metropolitan Opera makeup artist, Kevin Rawlings.the workshop taught by Metropolitan Opera makeup artist, Kevin Rawlings.the workshop taught by Metropolitan Opera makeup artist, Kevin Rawlings.the workshop taught by Metropolitan Opera makeup artist, Kevin Rawlings.the workshop taught by Metropolitan Opera makeup artist, Kevin Rawlings.

SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — Les
Miserables will open at 8 p.m. on
Thursday, March 18, at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
on Westfield Road, Scotch Plains, and
run for six performances.

The subsequent dates are Friday,
March 19 and Saturday, March 20, at
8 p.m., Sunday, March 21, at 3 p.m.,
Friday, March 26, at 8 p.m., and Sat-
urday, March 27, 8 p.m. Tickets are
available by calling (908) 322-9616.

This is the first season in which the
show, in a school edition released for
use by non-professionals, has been
available in this area.

SPFHS Choral Director Laurie
Wellman will be the producer, while
Tom Pedas of Cranford Public Schools
will serve as the director. Vincent
Turturiello is the Chairman of the
SPFHS Music Department, and
Durand Thomas, SPFHS instrumen-
tal music teacher, will conduct the pit
orchestra. Gisa DiIorio will direct the
choreography.

The show required more than 300

costumes. The stage setting with its
barricade consumed an estimated 400
person hours for salvaging materials
and construction.

Players in key roles include Ryan
Aspell as Marius, Devon Bonstein and
Laura Manziano as the innkeepers
Thenardier, Matthew Capodicasa as
Javert, Adam Corbin as Grantaire,
Abraham Hiatt as Jean Valjean, Tuan
Nguyen as Enjolras, Lauren Perrotta
as Eponine, Jill Prefach as Cosette and
Jackie Tumolo as Fantine.

Vangelis Dimopoulos, Jake Forrestal
and Daniel Pesin will share the role of
the young street urchin Gavroche, and
Jillian Gardner and Paige Mankin will
alternate as young Cosette.

The cast includes eight singers who
are 2003 All-State Chorus members
selected by the New Jersey State Music
Educators Association, and nine in the
prestigious All-Eastern Choir of the
American Choral Director’s Association.

Metropolitan Opera makeup artist
Kevin Rawlings provided an evening
of instruction to the cast.

PPPPPrrrrrogram of Americana Sogram of Americana Sogram of Americana Sogram of Americana Sogram of Americana Slatedlatedlatedlatedlated
BBBBBy My My My My Musical Club of usical Club of usical Club of usical Club of usical Club of WWWWWestfieldestfieldestfieldestfieldestfield
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Musical Club

of Westfield will present a concert on
Wednesday, March 10, at 8 p.m. at the
First Baptist Church, 170 Elm Street,
focusing on the theme of Americana.

Deborah Brown of Manalapan will
perform three solo piano pieces —
Etude Tableau, Opus. 33, Number 4,
and Prelude, Opus 32, Number 12 by
Sergei Rachmaninoff. The Banjo by

Louis Moreau Gottschalk will follow
her performance.

Gottschalk, an American composer
born in New Orleans, incorporated in
his music the chants from Creoles and
African slaves of his native Louisiana.

F. Allen Artz of Elizabeth, who is also
a conductor and founder of the South
Mountain Chorale, will continue the
journey of American music in his pro-
gram entitled “The Testament of Free-
dom.”

Selections from Randall Thompson’s
Frostiana and The Testament of Free-
dom, spirituals including Swing Low,
Sweet Chariot, Nobody Knows and
Ain-a That Good News, and Stephen
Foster’s Beautiful Dreamer will be per-
formed by the chorale.

The program will also include Is-
land In Space, an astronaut’s words
looking at the earth from space set to
music by Kirke Mechem, Let the Lower
Lights be Burning, and When The
Saints Go Marching In as the final
selection.

Musical Club members performing
in the chorale, in addition to Artz, are
George Stralkus of Elizabeth and Elsa
Hahn of Edison.

The public is invited and refresh-
ments will be served.

The Musical Club provides scholar-
ships to assist college students, who are
majoring in music and indicate finan-
cial need. To become an active or asso-
ciate member of the club, please con-
tact the membership chairperson at
(908) 232-2173.

SUPER SOPRANO…Westfield youngster Catalina Gaglioti stands with oneSUPER SOPRANO…Westfield youngster Catalina Gaglioti stands with oneSUPER SOPRANO…Westfield youngster Catalina Gaglioti stands with oneSUPER SOPRANO…Westfield youngster Catalina Gaglioti stands with oneSUPER SOPRANO…Westfield youngster Catalina Gaglioti stands with one
of the judges from the Union County Vocal Excellence Competition.of the judges from the Union County Vocal Excellence Competition.of the judges from the Union County Vocal Excellence Competition.of the judges from the Union County Vocal Excellence Competition.of the judges from the Union County Vocal Excellence Competition.

GGGGGaglioti Saglioti Saglioti Saglioti Saglioti Swwwwweeps Countyeeps Countyeeps Countyeeps Countyeeps County’’’’’sssss
VVVVVocal Eocal Eocal Eocal Eocal Exxxxxcellence Contestcellence Contestcellence Contestcellence Contestcellence Contest

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Eleven-year-old
Catalina Gaglioti of Westfield won
the Union County Vocal Excellence
Competition on February 22. The
Little Opera Company of New Jer-
sey, an affiliate of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts of Westfield,
sponsored the contest.

Under the tutelage of Juan Pineda,
Catalina had to qualify through a
preliminary round to the finals where
she took first place in the 11- to 13-
age division with her rendition of
“Art Is Calling for Me,” from the
Enchantress.

The soprano’s performance so

moved the capacity crowd, that she
was also awarded the Audience
Choice Vocal Excellence Award.

The daughter of June and Amedeo
Gaglioti, Catalina is a fifth grader at
Jefferson Elementary School in
Westfield.

She is a member of the Cranford-
based Celebration Singers, and a
member of the Children’s Choir at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield, where she serves as
cantor for the children’s Masses.

An avid opera singer, Catalina
also plays the harp, flute and key-
board.

The OThe OThe OThe OThe Odd Couple dd Couple dd Couple dd Couple dd Couple Theater PTheater PTheater PTheater PTheater Pararararartytytytyty
TTTTTo o o o o BBBBBenefit Genefit Genefit Genefit Genefit Girl Scoutsirl Scoutsirl Scoutsirl Scoutsirl Scouts B B B B Branchranchranchranchranch
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The March 12

performance of The Odd Couple at
the Westfield Community Players
(WCP) theater will benefit the Girls
Scouts of Washington Rock Council.

The Westfield-based branch of the
Girl Scouts serves over 11,000 girls and
adults in surrounding communities.

The theater doors will open at 7
p.m. for refreshments and gift baskets,
while the curtain will rise at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $20 per person.

Based on Neil Simon’s Broadway
play, Florence and Olive replace their
male counterparts, Felix and Oscar,
thus putting a female spin on the
original dialogue and plot. Much of

the dialogue is taken line for line from
the male version. Some of the
character’s names are the same, and
instead of playing poker, the women
engage in a weekly game of Trivial
Pursuit.

In The Odd Couple, which is set in
Olive’s apartment, Florence’s husband
kicks her out and Olive takes her in.
Florence is neat, while Olive is messy.
The comedy ensues.

The WCP is located at 1000 North
Avenue in Westfield. For tickets, please
call (908) 232-3236 or send checks
made payable to: Girl Scouts of Wash-
ington Rock Council, 201 Grove
Street, East, Westfield, 07090.

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

WWWWWelcome to Melcome to Melcome to Melcome to Melcome to Mooseporooseporooseporooseporooseport:t:t:t:t:
PPPPPopulation: Uopulation: Uopulation: Uopulation: Uopulation: Unfunnynfunnynfunnynfunnynfunny

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 POPCORN

How dare sitcom king Ray Romano
venture from the riffraff of TV to the
grandeur of the big screen? Why, it’s the
showbiz equivalent of trying to make it
from Dogpatch to Sutton Place, or so
Welcome to Mooseport’s multitude of early
detractors would leave you to believe.

Romano would stand a better chance
trying to traverse the river Styx. For, it’s a
class thing — the younger medium is still
viewed with the suspicion and disdain that
once attended the paperback.

But, let’s dispense with the Marxist-Leninist
take on director Donald Petrie’s political pas-
toral about a recently retired President (Gene
Hackman) who vies for the mayoralty against
Mooseport, Maine’s favorite son (Ray
Romano). Instead, look here to see the small-
town farce judged on its individual merits, or
lack thereof. For such is the sad case.

Still, one must resist the tendency to
pile on. Certainly, like some young gun-
slingers in the Old West looking to make
a reputation for themselves, there’ll be
those film critics ready to take self-serving
potshots at Welcome to Mooseport.

It’s easy, pardner. Save for the idea,
based on a story by Doug Richardson and
re-written for the screen by Tom Schulman,
there is very little to recommend it. More
interesting would be an analysis of how a
film with two Academy Award winners
and the nation’s top TV comic turned out
so obviously lackluster, so bereft of genu-
inely funny moments.

For Romano, it’s a missed opportunity.
Despite the one-trick pony he has ridden to
stardom, it isn’t necessarily charitable to
suspect that he can really act. We can
assume that, had he not achieved fame in
such gangbusters proportions, he might
have honed that talent. However, the sug-
gestion here is that the comedian didn’t
wish to veer too far from the perennially
dumbfounded good guy that has so richly
rewarded him.

Therefore, Harold “Handy” Harrison,
hardware store owner, plumber, and long
noncommittal beau to Dr. Sally Mannis
(Maura Tierney), veterinarian, could be
Raymond’s country cousin. Only he isn’t
very funny in this permutation…just awk-
ward and hard-put to get his feelings across.

Here’s the rub. Unlike Raymond, we
don’t love him. So who cares if former
President Monroe “Eagle” Cole, looking
to increase his popularity, and thus his
speaking tour profitability, decides to run
for mayor against Handy? And, who cares
if Hackman’s ex-chief executive also winds
up challenging Handy for Sally’s hand?

On the second count, only Grace
Sutherland, gal Friday to his eminence,
gives a hoot. Portrayed with uncharacteris-
tic lifelessness by Marcia Gay Harden, pe-
rennially loyal Grace has been counting on
her employer of 15 years to eventually
notice her amorous intentions. Consider
her scorned. Which explains why she sees to
it that the boss is no longer aided and
abetted by unseen Secret Service men in the
rough when he and Handy decide to resolve
all matters public and private on the links.

In case you haven’t noticed, this succes-
sor to the duel is fast becoming the way to
settle all conflicts in all movies. If your film
doesn’t have a golf match as the final arbiter,
you can’t be 100 percent sure of its medioc-
rity. But, they don’t come much more
mediocre than Welcome to Mooseport.

In fact, it is a movie born of mediocrity,
with each dull-edged scene certain to neither
offend nor entertain. Obvious at every junc-
ture is the deflating compromise evident in
practically all artistic ventures decided by
committee. It is so careful that it’s practically
invisible…and thus unmemorable. It is the
motion picture epitome of nothing ven-
tured, nothing gained.

The negative energy Romano employs

to assure his safe entry into Moviedom
should have been put to more confident
use. He might have demanded a more
suitable script … perhaps even one with
some jokes. It’s this dearth of engaging
dialogue and the talent it wastes that sounds
the death knell for Welcome to Mooseport.

Aside from failing to give Hackman and
Harden anything of particular interest to say,
the screenplay also neglects to supply Chris-
tine Baranski with the sort of bon mots that
can make a performance, and sometimes
even a movie. The star of the sub-text, she is
Charlotte Cole, the president’s ex-wife.

Former hubby represents her past, but the
shark-like stereotype sees his potential earn-
ings as her future. Expectedly, Charlotte’s
machinations toward that goal soon grow
old. Cynical, formerly married folk saddled
with alimony payments may masochistically
enjoy this comic reaffirmation of their plight.
But that’s assuming they have time between
day and night jobs to take in a movie.

At this very moment, in the executive
suite of some Hollywood studio, a producer
is scratching his head, saying, “I can’t figure
why people don’t like it. Americans love
golf…we put that in. Americans all com-
plain of money-grubbing ex-spouses. We
put that in. Americans are all wary of
disingenuous, egotistical politicians. We put
that in. Americans for the most part see
themselves the way Handy does: a regular,
somewhat uncertain soul, trying to do the
right thing despite the conflicts big and
small surrounding him. We put that in.
And finally, Americans love Raymond. So
we put that in. What more do they want?”

Actually, what we want in our movies is a
little thought. Some creativity might also
help.

Granted, the established system of formu-
laic cinema spewing isn’t quite foolproof.
Some films do indeed fail to return profits.
Maybe that’s a victory for the serious movie-
goer. However, there are Tinseltown pro-
ducers who should kneel down and kiss the
Hollywood Walk of Fame. Lousy films make
money. You don’t have to be Edward G.
Robinson to know that the fix is in, see?

That said, we continue to frequent the
Bijou, many of us doleful-eyed like swans
looking for their lost mate. Because we
know how good it can be, and that some-
times a worthy one slips through, makes it
despite the system, or manages a successful
end run. It’s a hopeful destination. And
you certainly can’t get there via Mooseport.

* * * * * * *
Welcome to Mooseport,Welcome to Mooseport,Welcome to Mooseport,Welcome to Mooseport,Welcome to Mooseport, rated PG-13,

is a 20th Century Fox release directed by
Donald Petrie and stars Gene Hackman,
Ray Romano and Marcia Gay Harden.
Running time: 111 minutes.
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Queen of Arts

ColorCutters  Cutting Markers

“Pool” by
Fiber Scraps

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Pen & Ink

key Goes Skiing,” a picture book for
young children, was featured at the
Frankfurt International Book Fair in
Germany. Her second book, “Teach-
ing Love Life” is a book of poetry for
young adult and adult readers.

When she isn’t writing or giving
dramatic presentations of her books,
Nielsen serves as a substitute teacher
in the schools of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Westfield.

On March 20, from 2 to 4 p.m.,
Nielsen will sign books at The Town
Book Store on East Broad Street in
Westfield.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Nielsen

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Book Nook

should be somewhat consistent in-
stead of completely uninspired.

Thumbs up to eighth grader Rikki
Crowley for her painting of an exotic
woman in the window of Snapshots
on East Broad Street, as well as a trio of
vibrant leaf prints at Brunner Opti-
cians by Michael Poehling, Anna Felter
and Spencer Goldin.

Prospect Street’s Vincent’s Haircut-
ters and neighboring store windows
boast some well-done charcoal draw-
ings by Art I students. But, again,
most of the pieces lacked the attention
to line and detail that these students
should be exhibiting at this level.

No doubt this year’s exhibition of stu-
dent artwork was well-organized. The
pieces were placed in windows before
March 1, when, in previous years, they
were still being erected and arranged into
the first week. However, it is unclear how
the content did not measure up to the
marvelous works enjoyed in past years.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Youth Art Mo.

Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CAREFUL CREATORS…Residents Mary Bemis and Doris Miller attemptedCAREFUL CREATORS…Residents Mary Bemis and Doris Miller attemptedCAREFUL CREATORS…Residents Mary Bemis and Doris Miller attemptedCAREFUL CREATORS…Residents Mary Bemis and Doris Miller attemptedCAREFUL CREATORS…Residents Mary Bemis and Doris Miller attempted
their first scratch on practice boards before tackling a design on a sturdier surface.their first scratch on practice boards before tackling a design on a sturdier surface.their first scratch on practice boards before tackling a design on a sturdier surface.their first scratch on practice boards before tackling a design on a sturdier surface.their first scratch on practice boards before tackling a design on a sturdier surface.

to achieve a design.
Many of the residents seemed slightly

bewildered as they began to apply
what they had learned, but eventually
picked up the etching with greater
ease.

Doris Miller’s lighthouse on the prac-
tice scratchboard translated to another
nature-inspired theme on the real board
– a content fish making his way through
a bowl of water.

Mary Bemis pursued a silvery land-
scape, while Laura Brewer, who had
turned three leaves into turkeys dur-
ing her practice etching, brought a
seashell to life on the real board of
Masonite with clay. And, Matilda

Reitman etched a cluster of flowers,
accumulating deeper texture and de-
tail with her stylus each time she ex-
amined her work of art.

When members of the WAA Out-
reach Program announced that they
would next bring their talents to a
neighborhood council, WSHC resi-
dents asked if they could follow them
there now that the workshops at the
senior center had ended.

Much to the delight of residents,
they were invited to join as WAA
groupies — if you will – until the
workshops return again the WSHC to
encourage even more fun and compel-
ling art techniques in the future.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

WAA Workshop: Scratchboard

duced new ink lines – Illuma (vivid color
on dark papers) and Metal/Plastic (per-
manent ink on thin metal foils, and
other tricky papers). Three new styles of

“full page” templates have also been
released. Their products are available at
www.colorcutter.com.

DDDDDie-Cie-Cie-Cie-Cie-Cuts to Duts to Duts to Duts to Duts to Die Fie Fie Fie Fie For:or:or:or:or:
Meri Meri entered the scrapbooking

industry with the “Accents” collection,
rivaling the Jolee’s Boutique cutouts by
EK Success. Based in California and the
United Kingdom, the company designs
over 100 3-D fun and funky, timeless
pieces, generated with class and cute-
ness. Self-adhesive and individually pack-
aged, the accents cost $1.50 to $3.99. To
view them, visit www.merimeri.com,
but to buy them, shop at
www.lifetimemoments.com.

HHHHHanging banging banging banging banging by a y a y a y a y a ThrThrThrThrThreadeadeadeadead
On the Fringe manufactures over 600

embellishment products, including bead
and button assortments and Glitz in a
Bag (buttons/beads/charms/trims/good-
ies), all to match its Fibers in a Bag fiber
collection, which are all highly afford-
able. Small baggies keep the products
clean, orga-
nized, and
ready-to-use.

“Our cus-
tomers tell us
that jazzing up
their scrapbook
pages with em-
bellishments is
easier and more
fun with all our
color-coordi-
nated prod-
ucts,” explained Peggy Stillwagon, owner.
Her products can be purchased at
www.onthefringe.net.

Each collection of Fiber Scraps in-
cludes 21 yards, or 3 yards each of 7
different fibers for only $6.95, according
to Patricia Dusman of the Doylestown,
Pa. company. She designed some of the
collections to suit Chatterbox scrapbook
papers. Her Fiber Jewels collection con-
tains extra glitz, as sparkle and beading
are woven into every bunch.

* * * * * * *
EEEEEditorditorditorditorditor’’’’’s Ns Ns Ns Ns Note:ote:ote:ote:ote: Next week, in the

March 11 edition, more of the newest
scrapbooking supplies will be high-
lighted in “Queen of the Arts.”

lence as a reality – not a superficial
special effects campaign.

Last week, I had an interesting
e-mail correspondence with Kevin
Tedesco, the press contact for Andy
Rooney, the blathering bobblehead
who wraps up CBS’s sleep-a-thon
“60 Minutes.” I was responding to
Rooney’s charge (as he put on the
voice of God) that Gibson is not
only a “wacko” for daring to bring
this movie to fruition, but that he
(as God) was sorry he ever created
the actor/filmmaker.

Insisting that Rooney issue an
apology, Tedesco begged off, issuing
a politically-correct statement which
never addressed my initial complaint.
So, for Rooney and Tedesco, I offer
this sage bit from the Book of Wis-
dom, Chapter 11, Verse 24, to
counter the fallacy that God could
ever regret his creations: “For you
love all things that are and loathe
nothing that you have made; for
what you hated, you would not have
fashioned.”

Many colleagues and fellow edi-
tors, with which I have debated
this film, admit that they cannot
put their reactions to The Passion
into simple words. Indeed, this is
a challenge, but less a challenge to
define what it this cinematic ge-
nius is NOT: anti-Semitic, the end
of Gibson’s career, blasphemous,
or fraught with fiction. In fact,
Gibson has offered himself up as a
sacrifice to the wolves of Holly-
wood, who prefer to shun the truth,
rather than embracing it in a bold
effort to transform themselves.

Mr. Gibson, for those who hate
you and those who are swift to tear
down those who speak the truth,
“Blessed are they which are perse-
cuted for righteousness’ sake: for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
That, my friend, is a reward greater
than any Oscar, peer approval or
positive letter to the editor any of us
could ever hope to attain. For, while
those “treasures” will tarnish and
yellow away, the greatest reward is
His Love.

What would you do if a leprechaun
showed up in your basement? It hap-
pened to Michael McKeever in “The
Leprechaun in the Basement” by Kathy
Tucker (Albert Whitman and Com-
pany, 1999).

FFFFFor or or or or YYYYYoung Aoung Aoung Aoung Aoung Adultsdultsdultsdultsdults
“The Wearing of the Green: A

History of St. Patrick’s Day” by Mike
Cronin and Daryl Adair (Routledge,
2001) traces the history of St. Patrick’s
Day from its medieval origins through
modern day festivities and parades.

So does “ Everything Irish: The His-
tory, Literature, Art, Music, People, and
Places of Ireland from A-Z” co-authored
by Lelia Ruckenstein and James
O’Malley, (Ballantine Books, 2003).

Reading about the saint and his
feast day is another way of honoring
St. Patrick and celebrating his holiday.
Happy St. Patrick’s Day!!
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For All the Year ‘Round
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By MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In her book, “Scrapbook Styles,
Ease & Elegance,” author Jill Miller
cites scrapbooking as the “fastest-
growing segment in both the crafts
and stationery indus-
tries,” estimating that
the average
scrapbooker spends
$10,000 per year on
the craft.

That might seem
like a lot of money to
mount photos on pa-
per and add trendy
embellishments,
but considering the
significance of
memory preserva-
tion, a little cost goes a long way.

Several trends have come and gone
since the 2001 article about
scrapbooking in The Westfield Leader
and The Times. After months of
interviewing manufacturers and re-
viewing samples, we offer these rec-
ommendations for your
scrapbooking experience.

BBBBBuild a Fuild a Fuild a Fuild a Fuild a Foundation…oundation…oundation…oundation…oundation…
And SAnd SAnd SAnd SAnd Stick tick tick tick tick WWWWWith Iith Iith Iith Iith It!t!t!t!t!
Anna Griffin’s decorative papers

(www.annagriffin.com) epitomize el-
egance and Southern charm. The At-
lanta-based company deserves to boast

its line of mod-
estly hued archi-
val quality papers
brimming with
refined patterns.
They coordinate
beautifully with
the company’s
die-cuts, stickers
and frames. Prod-
ucts by Anna
Griffin may be
found in local

craft stores or purchased at
www.paperstyle.com.

Since everything old is new again, Sei
has become the top scrapbook supplier
of retro designs. The
Groovy Gal and Beat-
nik Boy papers, frames,
and stickers alone hear-
ken back to the “won-
der years” when boo-
merang prints and pogo
stick motifs were popu-
lar. Use these products
to assemble a scrapbook
of 60s/70s photos and
reminiscences of cool
memories, man. These
products can be pur-
chased directly at
www.shopsei.com.

Some of the most
sturdy, earthy-flavored
and reliable products
come from the folks at
Pebbles in my Pocket
(www.pebblesinmypocket.com). The
12x12 papers are exceptionally
photorealistic and a pleasure for lay-
out planning.

They also design an amazing assort-
ment of stickers and labels, as Brenda
Birrell told The Leader/The Times:
“Our products are simple peel and stick
cardstock stickers with beautiful 3-D
hand-created images that create pages
within minutes.” Layout ideas are avail-
able on the website. Visit Crop & Shop
in Metuchen to purchase materials.

Another supplier of photorealistic

papers and coordinating borders is
Wubie Prints, although the paper is not
as sturdy or imaginative. Judge for
yourself at www.wubieprints.com.

Making Memories manufactures one
of the most obtainable lines of sturdy
decorative papers in all sorts of themes
and styles, and lives up to its slogan, “Be
Inspired.”

Their products are “perfect
for the beginner who is look-
ing for something simple, to
the advanced crafter who is
interested in altering the prod-

uct to provide a personalized
touch,” explained Making

Memories. Available at local and
on-line craft stores, layout ideas
are supplied at
www.makingmemories.com.

Persnippitty in Utah manu-
factures papers, tags, quotes and
art on vellum, stickers and cut-
outs that complement each
other with a childlike, country
and geometric flavors. To view
these products, visit
www.persnippity.com.

Less than six months af-
ter the birth of her twins,
Scrappin’ Twins was born,

cornering a market for mothers/scrap-
pers with multiple children. They
provide inexpensive papers and adorn-
ments, with sentiments like “twins”
and “triplets,” matched with metal
eyelet words and die-cuts. Visit
www.scrapbookmanufacturers.com,
for details.

Memories Complete was founded
by Kolette Hall after she was doing
high-end custom scrapbooking in the
New England area. The company has
garnered accolades from top industry
experts for their monochromatic two-
texture cardstock and backgrounds, Rib-
bon Belts with gross-grain textures,
and charming COMPLETEalphabets,
COMPLETEstickers and (my favor-
ite) COMPLETEslides. Perhaps the
most impressive line of stickers on the
market, I cannot wait to use them.

Providing a “textured look without the
bulk,” these standout products
can be purchased through online
scrapbooking websites. Visit
www.memoriescomplete.com for
ideas and suppliers.

Far and Away’s 36-page “In-
spiration Idea Book” illustrates
the perfect recipes for the
company’s “Facades” papers and
stickers, which are all printed
on semi-gloss coated papers, so
you know they will survive the
test of time. The U.S. State tags
are idyllic for the scrapper who
loves to travel and chronicle
adventures. Find their products
at Crop & Shop and visit
www.farandawayscrapbooks.com.

CCCCCut ut ut ut ut WWWWWith Confidence:ith Confidence:ith Confidence:ith Confidence:ith Confidence:
ColorCutters presents an in-

ventive method of cutting or cropping
your photos and papers with their exten-
sive line of 13 acid-free, permanent,
non-toxic chisel-tipped markers, which
have a small, embedded blade in the tip.
The markers, which average $5.99 each,
are accompanied by sturdy “Married
Templates” and the “Married Mat” with
“Steady Studs” to use while cutting. The
company’s idea book is a must-have.

According to Teri Kaye of
ColorCutters, the company has intro-
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“Simply Stated”
by Making Memories

“Pool” stickers” by
Pebbles in my Pocket

“Flower Girl with
Present” by Meri Meri

Photo Courtesy of Gwyn English Nielsen, CGS Press

PAGETURNER…Scotch Plains author/illustrator Gwyn English Nielsen relaxesPAGETURNER…Scotch Plains author/illustrator Gwyn English Nielsen relaxesPAGETURNER…Scotch Plains author/illustrator Gwyn English Nielsen relaxesPAGETURNER…Scotch Plains author/illustrator Gwyn English Nielsen relaxesPAGETURNER…Scotch Plains author/illustrator Gwyn English Nielsen relaxes
with a copy of her book, “Serendipity and the Dream Catcher.”with a copy of her book, “Serendipity and the Dream Catcher.”with a copy of her book, “Serendipity and the Dream Catcher.”with a copy of her book, “Serendipity and the Dream Catcher.”with a copy of her book, “Serendipity and the Dream Catcher.”
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By MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Because of Mel Gibson’s overpoweringly prolific and life-changing movie,
The Passion of The Christ, my coat pockets are crammed with crumpled
tissues filled with tears, and images of truth I pray time will not to expunge.

At the Loews Mountainside theater, I
watched this movie as an advanced ticket
buyer and subscriber to the movie’s
website (I reserved three tickets in No-
vember) and surmised that the only
“anti-” sentiment threaded through each
minute of this film is defined as “anti-
Satan” – not “anti-Semitic.”

To twist this cinematic work of art
into an Anti-Christian/Anti-Mel
Gibson crusade for the sake of invent-
ing an imaginary bias against Jews di-
minishes everything this film seeks to
accomplish. For the onus of Christ’s
crucifixion was placed in the nail-ham-
mering hands of the Romans just as it
spewed from the mouth of the Jewish

High Priest Caiaphas. So, for groups seeking to taint this film with the
label “Anti-Semitic” it seems they are just grasping for something to gripe
about in a feeble, yet endless effort to paint themselves as victims. The only
“victims” of this film are those who choose to cover their ears and eyes from
seeing and hearing it’s invaluable message.

Those seated around me were unquestionably impacted and trans-
formed for life. In front of me, sat a large family with small children, who could

Lisa Marie Basile for The Leader and The Times
CONTROVERSY...unwarranted.CONTROVERSY...unwarranted.CONTROVERSY...unwarranted.CONTROVERSY...unwarranted.CONTROVERSY...unwarranted.

Continued on PContinued on PContinued on PContinued on PContinued on Page 19age 19age 19age 19age 19

WF DWF DWF DWF DWF Districtistrictistrictistrictistrict’’’’’s s s s s YYYYYouth Arouth Arouth Arouth Arouth Art Mt Mt Mt Mt Monthonthonthonthonth
DDDDDisplay Left Uisplay Left Uisplay Left Uisplay Left Uisplay Left Us Longing for Ms Longing for Ms Longing for Ms Longing for Ms Longing for Morororororeeeee

By MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Last March, the
walk past store windows to examine
the artwork of Westfield’s public school
students was much slower. Gloved
hands around the pen and pad, it was
always worth confronting the cold in
order to stop and record every name
and snap all of the photos.

This year, while the
warmer spring weather
was a gratifying
change, fewer town
windows were semi-
filled with artwork,
and only a few gems
deserved the spotlight of
this annual article.

Tempera paintings have al-
ways been a favorite in the
district’s annual celebration
of March as Student Art
Month, and are typically scat-
tered through every corner of the town.
Yet, minimal examples were found this
year – one of the best in the window of
Dave Rossi Photography on Quimby
Street. Bravo to Rachel Newberg, Art I
student, who did a commendable job
painting a believable assemblage of rocks,
trees and branches in her landscape.

Edison Intermediate School eighth
grader Rachel St. Lifer’s colorful hom-
age to 60s Pop painter Roy Lichtenstein

enhances Nirvana on East Broad Street
with the bold question posed by the
subject, “Is he staring at me?” With
hues of yellow, red, and white, Rachel
did an excellent job mimicking the
painter’s technique and adapting her
own creative flair to the piece.

A mish-mash of different genres was
represented at the Town Bank of

Westfield, including some rather
unusual sculptures of faces
fashioned by sixth graders.
Enjoyable, however, were
the paper-folded portraits
by seventh graders like
Mallory Boesch.

Seemingly edible, a ce-
ramic cupcake in Bovella’s

window by Westfield High
School ceramics student

Randi Ackerman was
tempting with its lifelike
sprinkles and glossy icing.

Rory Fitzpatrick’s lanky
giraffe papier-mâché sculpture, complete
with googly eyes, deserves a mention, as
well as its surrounding friends created by
fellow fourth graders, displayed at
Lancaster, Ltd. on Elm Street.

The drawings of sneakers commonly
shown in the windows of Randal’s
Shoes next door were substandard. No
imagination, no embellishment, and
so much better in previous years. What
happened? While fifth and sixth grad-

ers usually take on this project, the
guidance in carrying out the artwork
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Rachel St. Lifer’s masterpiece, left;
leaf prints by Peohling, Felter and
Goldin, above; Mallory Boesch’s paper-
folded portrait, top right; and Rachel
Newberg’s  tempera, bottom right.

Randi Ackerman’s ceramic
cupcake at Bovella’s.
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By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — Scotch
Plains author/illustrator Gwyn English
Nielsen has recently released her third
book, an illustrated middle-grade chap-
ter book entitled “Serendipity and the
Dream Catcher.”

The book centers on Serendipity
Tomas, also known as Sera, an 11-year-
old bookworm whose dreams are
haunted by the class bully, Devin
Sharkwell. Sera’s uncle Daryl, an Ari-
zonian who “still exists somewhere in
the 1960s,” sends his niece a Native
American dream catcher to help her
face her nightmares.

On the first night that Sera hangs it
from her bed, the dream catcher speaks
to her in a feminine voice. Eventually,
with her uncle’s assistance, Sera learns
to interpret the meanings of her dreams,
and in the process, comes to know
herself better.

“I wanted to create a story that
would enable preadolescents to tran-
scend their fears,” Nielsen explained.
“The dream catcher is personified in
Sera’s dreams, yet it maintains the feel
of a magical charm, teaching Sera about
the power of the self through love. The
elements of dream interpretation en-
lighten Sera so that she is further able
to develop into a child with a healthier
sense of self-worth.”

The author, who was born in
Westfield and raised in Mountainside,
wrote “Serendipity and the Dream
Catcher” for her daughter, Saxony, who
is now 13 years old, and her friends,
who like Sera, love to read. Saxony was
a constant source of feedback for Nielsen
as she was writing the book.

The Native American influence char-
acteristic in Nielsen’s writing came
from several sources.

“I have always been fascinated with
Native Americans,” Nielsen told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. She added that
she has been fortunate to spend time in
an area in Utah still populated by
several tribes.

Saxony’s studies of Native American
tribes also provided Nielson with in-
formation that she incorporated into
the book.

Nielsen’s mother also influenced her
writing of “Serendipity and the Dream
Catcher.”

“My mother was an astrologer who

read about dream interpretation,” she
said.

In addition to writing, Nielsen also
illustrated the pages of “Serendipity
and the Dream Catcher.” The book’s
cover art features former Westfielder
Devon English Colby, the author’s sis-
ter, who currently resides in Utah.

Nielsen’s first book, “Torey the Tur-
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It is a wonderful testament to
the great St. Patrick that 1,500
years after his death, we con-
tinue to celebrate his life with a
feast day. Books about the saint
span all age groups and reading
levels, with a large concentration
written for the 4- to 8-year-old
age group.

Here are a few that the lepre-
chauns left in the Book Nook.

FFFFFor Ages 4 to 8or Ages 4 to 8or Ages 4 to 8or Ages 4 to 8or Ages 4 to 8
Do you know what a

bodhran is? How about a
ceili? You can learn Irish
words and their meanings
when you read “The St.
Patrick’s Day Alphabet” by
Beverly Barras Vidrine (Peli-
can Publishing Company,
2001).

Who is the little man with the pointed
ears who helps the citizens of Tralee win
the St. Patrick’s Day decorating contest?

The secret is revealed “A Fine St. Patrick’s
Day” by Susan Wojciechowski (Ran-

dom House Books for Young
Readers, 2004).

Young readers can learn the
significance of St. Patrick’s Day
by reading “St. Patrick’s Day,”
one book in the Rookie Reader
Read About Holidays Series
(Children’s Press, 2003).

FFFFFor Mor Mor Mor Mor Middle School Riddle School Riddle School Riddle School Riddle School Readerseaderseaderseaderseaders
Want to add a little mystery

to your St. Patrick’s Day? Read
“The St. Patrick’s Day Sham-
rock Mystery” by Marion
Markham (Houghton Mifflin
Company, 1995).

How about decorating the
house or classroom for “the
wearing of the green”? You’ll
find lots of ideas in “St.
Patrick’s Day Crafts” part of

Enslow Publishers, Inc. Fun Holiday
Crafts Kids Can Do! series. It’s writ-
ten by Carol Gnojewski (2004).

be heard yelling, “Leave Him alone!”
during the scene when Jesus was vio-
lently scoured at the pillar by the
Roman soldiers. A mother and daugh-
ter in our row, crying as many around
us, later drew a crowd as theatergoers
exited the auditorium – the mother
had fainted and movie personnel were
not far behind.

The violence had every sense of
the body under siege – often forcing
many to look away or hide their
heads in a blanket of Kleenex – but
Gibson’s depiction followed the New
Testament accounts to the letter,
and to those who opine that the film is
too violent or gory – it is a bloody truth
worth viewing for its spiritual rewards.
For, no one can dispute the awesome
sacrifice illustrated masterfully and
flawlessly by Gibson before throngs
of faithful, non-believers, or just the
curious attendees. This film did not
sugarcoat or merely hint at the tortu-
ous, bloody crucifixion commonly as-
sociated with Jesus of Nazareth. With
every lash, drop of blood, scream and
sob, viewers not only felt the weight of
their sins, but comprehended the vio-
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Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ETCH AND SKETCH…Westfield Art Association (WAA) member ChristineETCH AND SKETCH…Westfield Art Association (WAA) member ChristineETCH AND SKETCH…Westfield Art Association (WAA) member ChristineETCH AND SKETCH…Westfield Art Association (WAA) member ChristineETCH AND SKETCH…Westfield Art Association (WAA) member Christine
Parker, far right, showed Westfield Senior Housing Corporation residents someParker, far right, showed Westfield Senior Housing Corporation residents someParker, far right, showed Westfield Senior Housing Corporation residents someParker, far right, showed Westfield Senior Housing Corporation residents someParker, far right, showed Westfield Senior Housing Corporation residents some
finished examples of scratchboard art.finished examples of scratchboard art.finished examples of scratchboard art.finished examples of scratchboard art.finished examples of scratchboard art.

Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMPLETED CARVINGS…Pictured, clockwise, are the scratchboards createdCOMPLETED CARVINGS…Pictured, clockwise, are the scratchboards createdCOMPLETED CARVINGS…Pictured, clockwise, are the scratchboards createdCOMPLETED CARVINGS…Pictured, clockwise, are the scratchboards createdCOMPLETED CARVINGS…Pictured, clockwise, are the scratchboards created
by Senior Housing residents at Tuesday’s workshop: a fishbowl by Doris Miller, aby Senior Housing residents at Tuesday’s workshop: a fishbowl by Doris Miller, aby Senior Housing residents at Tuesday’s workshop: a fishbowl by Doris Miller, aby Senior Housing residents at Tuesday’s workshop: a fishbowl by Doris Miller, aby Senior Housing residents at Tuesday’s workshop: a fishbowl by Doris Miller, a
landscape by Mary Bemis, flowers by Matilda Reitman, and a shell by Laura Brewer.landscape by Mary Bemis, flowers by Matilda Reitman, and a shell by Laura Brewer.landscape by Mary Bemis, flowers by Matilda Reitman, and a shell by Laura Brewer.landscape by Mary Bemis, flowers by Matilda Reitman, and a shell by Laura Brewer.landscape by Mary Bemis, flowers by Matilda Reitman, and a shell by Laura Brewer.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Through a draw-
ing class she is taking at duCret School
of Art in Plainfield, Westfield Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) Outreach Program
member Christine Parker has learned
the tricky art of scratchboard.

Tuesday morning, at the Westfield

Senior Housing Corporation’s
(WSHC) Arts & Crafts Room, she
shared her knowledge with residents,
and her WAA colleagues Mary Cho,

Eileen Willoughby and Barbara
Zietchick, who pitched in with sug-
gestions.

Barbara displayed some of the
Picasso-like prints she created from
metal plates, using aquatint, ink and
an etching press. With this method,
she explained, “The part of the plate in
the acid the longest becomes the dark-

est.”
Christine distributed smaller pieces

of scratchboard with a silvery finish
under the black surface. The residents
used etching stylus and other etching
tools to practice scratching and mak-
ing marks.

Some left-handed attendees found it
difficult to put pressure on the board
with the stylus, which sparked a dis-
cussion about special stylus being sold
specifically for left-handed scratchboard
artists.

As the residents began to make their
first marks on the practice boards,
Christine explained that
scratchboarding is not exactly the re-
verse of drawing.

“What you scratch out becomes
white,” she explained. “And, boards
like these can be very forgiving. You
can add black marker ink to cover up
what you didn’t want to scratch out if
you’ve made a mistake.”

“The more you put in, the lighter it
gets,” added Christine. She offered steel
wool pads as a method of scrubbing in
texture to “rough up” a scratchboard
surface for added interest.

She suggested using a piece of white
tracing paper over the board to transfer
their images, or to use a freehand
method. Pencils could also be used to
sketch out designs before scratching.

Christine and Barbara noted that
scratchboarding, in a way, involves
“reversing the mind” in order to un-
derstand that the art evolves when one
draws in lights instead of darks in order


