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Estrada Tapped as Freeholder Bd.’s
First Hispanic-American Chairman

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders’ annual Re-
organization Meeting on January 4,
the board officially installed Free-
holder Angel Estrada as the chair-
man for 2004, with Freeholder Rick
Proctor tapped as the vice-chairman.

Many prominent local, state and
federal legislators attended the meet-
ing, including U.S. Senator Frank
Lautenberg, Congressman Robert
Menendez, State Senator Raymond
Lesniak, and Assemblyman Neil
Cohen. Senator Lesniak served as
the Master of Ceremonies in place of
Union County Democratic Chair-
woman Charlotte DeFilippo, who
could not attend the meeting due to
illness.

Freeholder Estrada, the first His-
panic-American ever to serve as
Chairman, was visibly emotional as
he gave his inaugural speech, paus-
ing several times to compose him-
self.

“Who would have guessed a little
kid from a small town in Cuba would
stand before you as the Chairman of
the Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders?” he asked.
The new chairman first outlined

the achievements of the board in
2003, such as reaching the goal of
preserving 100 acres of open space,
and the creation of the Committee on
Homeland Security.

He stated that that the freeholders
will continue all previously estab-
lished initiatives, including open
space preservation, as well as other
programs such as the Freeholder
Scholars program, the Senior Schol-
ars program, and College for Teens.

Next, Chairman Estrada an-
nounced the board’s goals for 2004,
which he deemed the year of “Build-
ing Better Communities.”

The first new implementation will
be the development of a 211 Info
Line. According to the description
provided, this new information line
is a response to the numerous inquir-
ies from county residents regarding
daycare, transportation assistance,
and other social services. As Chair-
man Estrada detailed, the line will
also “take some of the burden from
the service that our current 9-1-1
emergency service provides.”

“211 is not just an info line, it’s a

lifeline,” said the chairman.
Chairman Estrada also announced

that the prescription drug plan for
seniors, which was developed by the
county last year, now would be avail-
able to all county residents. Under
the plan, any resident – regardless of
income level – may obtain prescrip-
tion medication at a lower cost than
would be available through standard
medical insurance. He said that the
program comes “at no cost to tax-
payers.”

Another initiative planned for this
year focuses on the Union County
Arts Center in Rahway. The chair-
man announced plans by the county
to purchase the center, along with
several adjoining tracts of land, and
convert it into a year-round cultural
center. There are also plans for de-
velopers to build a Holiday Inn Ex-

Threat Against Temple Deemed
Not Credible By Police and FBI

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield’s Temple Emanu-El
closed on New Years Eve after the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
received a threat against the facility.
The temple reopened on Friday af-
ternoon after it was determined that
there was no credible threat.

Between Wednesday and Friday,

barricades surrounded the temple and
members of the Union County Emer-
gency Response Team, clad in riot
gear, were stationed outside.

During a press conference on Fri-
day in Elizabeth, Union County Pros-
ecutor Theodore Romankow declined
to provide details about the threat,
however he confirmed that a bomb
was not involved. He said that it may
have been a bias incident, but was
not an act of terrorism.

“We have exhausted all logical
avenues of investigations,” Mr.

Romankow said in a press release.
“Based on that investigation we, and
the FBI, have concluded that at this
time there is not credible threat to
this temple.”

Also present at the press confer-
ence on Friday was Shai Goldstein,
Director of the Anti-Defamation
League New Jersey Regional Office.
He said that “law enforcement at

every level acted appropriately.”
Public Information Officer of the

Union County Prosecutor’s Office,
Robert O’Leary, said on Monday
that there is “no threat at this time.”

Though the prosecutor’s office
continued to decline to release any
information on how the threat was
received and the person or persons
responsible, it was reported in
Sunday’s New York Times that a letter
was written to the FBI from a person
involved in a contentious divorce.

According to Westfield Police

Lieutenant John Parizeau, the barri-
cades were still in place on Monday
because County Emergency Services
had not picked them up.

The temple, which has over 1,100
member families, is one of the larg-
est reformed congregations in the
state of New Jersey.

Friday evening services were held
at the temple’s sister congregation in
Springfield, and regular services re-
sumed on Saturday.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FULL SCALE RESPONSE...Barricades were set up and armed guards were stationed outside Temple Emanu-El from
New Year’s Eve until Friday morning following a threat to the temple.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ROAD BLOCK...Streets around Temple Emanu-el, including Jefferson Av-
enue, as pictured above, were blocked off following a threat to the temple.
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WHS Graduate
Jumps to Death

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for  The Westfield Leader

A graduate of Westfield High
School plunged to his death from
the sixth floor of a New Brunswick
parking garage at approximately
5:45 p.m. on Monday in an appar-
ent suicide.

Michael Charmatz was discov-
ered by a sheriff’s officer and
taken to Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospi-
tal, where he was
pronounced dead
at 8:56 p.m.

According to
Sergeant Richard
Rowe of the New
Brunswick Po-
lice Department,
a note was found and no foul
play is suspected.

Mr. Charmatz was a sopho-
more at Rutgers University, and
was a 2002 graduate of Westfield
High School (WHS).

While at WHS, he served as
President of the senior class and
delivered a speech at graduation.
He graduated with academic dis-
tinction and was a member of the
National Honor Society and the
football team.

Special Meeting
Set by WF BOE

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education will hold a
Special Board Meeting for the
purpose of a strategic planning
session on Saturday, January 10,
at 8:30 a.m. at Westfield High
School.

Michael Charmatz

WF Mayor Vows to Increase Pedestrian
Safety, Make Parking ‘More Friendly’

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Republicans officially took a 7-1
majority of the Westfield Town Coun-
cil on Tuesday night as new mem-
bers JoAnn Neylan, Mark Ciarrocca
and James Foerst were sworn in.
Also sworn in was incumbent First
Ward Republican Councilman Peter
Echausse.

The Council Chambers were
packed with notable attendees such
as former Westfield Mayors Garland
“Bud” Boothe, Jr., Ron Frigerio,
Allen Chin and Thomas Jardim. Also
present were Senator Thomas Kean,

Jr. and Assemblymen Jon Bramnick
and Dr. Eric Muñoz.

In his State of the Town Address,
Mayor Gregory McDermott stated,
“The people of this great community
have entrusted this town to us.” He
also reflected on the fact that
“Westfield’s priorities have not
changed” since it became a town in
1903.

The mayor said that, in 2003,
with the hiring of developer HKT
Nassau, McManimon & Scotland as
Bond Counsel and Edwards &
Kelcey to perform the traffic study,
the town has gotten the pieces to the
puzzle in the process of building
parking decks. He added that in
2004 the council would be putting
the pieces together.

Mayor McDermott stated that in-
creased parking enforcement is
“slowly working to change bad hab-
its,” adding that the town has worked
hard to make parking “more friendly”
by changing the meter hours to 9
a.m. to 7 pm.

He said, “Speeding cars present
Westfield with one of its toughest

safety challenges.”
He said that he has worked with

the police to increase enforcement,
noting that in 1999 only 400 traffic
summonses were issued whereby in
November of 2003, 1,100 sum-
monses and 700 warnings were is-
sued.

“Our town must become safer to
pedestrians,” he said.

The mayor pledged to continue to
work with the county and state to
improve safety and said that the coun-
cil will continue to research traffic
calming measures.

Mayor McDermott added that the
town would continue to improve
customer service to residents, con-
tinue the sidewalk repair program,
improving parks and researching
the feasibility of adding additional
field.

He said that Westfield is a “town
that has truly reached maturity, but
not yet its full potential.”

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilman Rafael Betancourt was ap-
pointed as Acting Mayor and Coun-

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
OATH OF OFFICE...Peter “The Hammer” Echausse, center, was sworn into
office as the First Ward Republican Councilman by former Councilman
Matthew Albano, left. Looking on are Peter’s wife, Colleen and their four
children.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FAMILY AFFAIR...Fourth Ward Councilman James Foerst, second from
right, was sworn into office by his father John Foerst Jr., while his wife Cara,
right, and his mother look on.

Mountainside Mayor Viglianti Pledges to Move
Forward With Plans for Community Center

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Mayor Robert Viglianti was
sworn in for his sixth four-year
term as mayor this past Tuesday
evening at the Borough of
Mountainside’s re-organizational
meeting. He has been the borough’s
mayor since 1987.

Sworn in to serve on the council
were William Lane, who has served
the borough as a councilman for four
years, and newcomer Robert Messler.
Members were sworn in by
Mountainside resident, Judge Walter
Barisonek.

Councilman Werner Schon, who
has served as a councilman for 21
years and as council president for
two years, was elected as the council
president.

Outgoing Councilman Thomas
Perotta, who has served on the coun-
cil since 1995, was awarded a gold
plaque for his eight years of service
as a councilman and one year of
service as council president.

Mayor Viglianti addressed the au-
dience — thanking the councilman
for his years of service on behalf of
the community.

Judge James DeRose, Esq. was

sworn in as the new Mountainside
Borough Municipal Judge. It was
noted that outgoing judge, Bart Barre,
also served on the Mountainside
Board of Education, the
Mountainside Borough Council and
the Rahway Valley Sewage Author-
ity.

Special recognitions were given to
Dick Picut, Harry Culp and Jackie
Barry. Mr. Picut is retiring from the
borough’s planning board after hav-
ing served for 18 years. Mr. Culp has
served as the borough’s building in-
spector for 18 years, and he retired as
of December 31, 2003. Mr. Barry is

now retiring after having served on
the borough’s library board of trust-
ees for 30 years.

Awards were also given to many
members of the police department
for outstanding service to the com-
munity. Police Chief James Debbie
presented “Excellent Police Service”
awards to Patrolman John
Philippakos, Patrolman Jeffrey
Stinner and Patrolman Michael
Pasquale. Chief Debbie presented
“Life Saving” awards to Sergeant
Joseph Giannuzzi, Patrolman Tho-
mas Norton and Corporal Kevin
Beteyman. Sergeant Allan Attanasio,
Patrolman John Philappakos, Patrol-
man James Urban and Detective
Kenneth Capobianco were given
commendations.

A special “thank you” to Chief
Debbie and Captain Richard Osieja
was extended by the mayor for
their role in the support of a com-
munity in deep mourning after the
loss of Captain Todd Turner who
died in an automobile accident in
August of 2003. The mayor noted
that he wanted to express appre-
ciation for the support to Todd’s
family and added, “We will never
forget our brother, and may he rest
in peace.”

The mayor addressed the audi-
ence and noted that there were 81
resident appointments and reap-
pointments to serve the borough on
various boards and committees. He
noted that 19 of Mountainside’s
employees, as well as the borough
attorney, live in town.

He addressed the audience stating
that the governing body must con-
centrate on the future of the borough.
He pointed out that there are many
seniors living in town who have a
rich history. He welcomed new resi-
dents with young children into the
growing community.

He noted that the administration
was presently undertaking the task
of providing Mountainside with a
“much needed” community center.
He stated, “We have started plans
on the development of the Barnes
Tract, a property owned by the bor-
ough on Mountain Avenue between
the Seven-Eleven and the pool en-
trance. A center will be constructed

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23
• Three men were arrested and charged

with theft and criminal mischief in con-
nection with the removal of headlights
from a motor vehicle on Sandra Circle.

Thomas Covello, Jr., 19, of Plainfield,
along with Dupreme Taylor, 19, and
Jarrett Holley, 18, both of Piscataway,
were taken into custody after being
stopped by Union County police on Route
22 in Union. The three were subsequently
released on their own recognizance.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26
• A Livingston Street resident reported

his holiday decorations were damaged.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27

• A Rahway Avenue resident reported
that someone attempted to forcibly enter
an attached storage room at the rear of
his house. While the door to the room
was damaged, entry to the premises was
not gained.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31
• The manager of a Forest Avenue

apartment building reported the theft of
a Hitachi brand jackhammer from the
basement of the building.

• Tobera Lane, 43, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged with shoplifting
$1,117 worth of merchandise from a
North Avenue business. Lane was also

held on outstanding arrest warrants from
several jurisdictions. She was transported
to the Union County Jail.

 FRIDAY, JANUARY 2
• A Nutley woman reported being

punched in the face by a male suspect
with whom she had an altercation while
attending a party in the 400 block of
Beechwood Place. The victim did not
require medical attention and no charges
had been filed as of press time.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3
• Katie Sheeler, 29, of South Bound

Brook was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated and with pos-
session of a prohibited weapon, identi-
fied by police as a switchblade. She was
also charged with disorderly conduct
and refusal to submit to a breathalyzer
test.

Ronald Labella, 32, of Cranford, who
was arrested with Sheeler, was charged
with possession of prohibited weapons,
described by police as knives. Sheeler
and Labella, who were arrested on South
Avenue, East, were released on their
own recognizance.

 • A Scotch Plains resident reported the
theft of her pocketbook from her desk at a
North Avenue business and the unautho-
rized use of her Mastercard credit card.

C H I N E S E  C U I S I N E

 

Live Entertainment
Fridays & Saturdays
7:30pm to 11:30pm

Steak
Lobster
Duck

Specializing in:

GRAND OPENING

Luncheon & Dinner
Daily Specials

Take Out To Enjoy In The Comfort Of Your Own Home
Party Facilities

Home & Office Catering Specialists
Cocktails & Fine Wine Selection

Smoke Free

OPEN 7 DAYS
CLARK VILLAGE SHOPPING CENTER

(732) 381-1122
 (Ample Parking)1051 Raritan Road, Clark
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Estrada Named Board’s First
Hispanic-American Chairman
press and a 500-space parking deck in
close proximity to the renovated arts
center.

“With these investments in the Arts
Center, we will create a major perfor-
mance space for Northern New Jersey,
with the potential to attract new per-
formers and bring new vitality to a
great town,” commented Chairman
Estrada.

In addressing the youth of Union
County, Chairman Estrada announced
the creation of the Kids’ Recreational
Trust, which will provide scholarships to
low-income children for their participa-
tion in athletic programs. The trust will
also enable youth leagues in all munici-
palities to purchase new equipment, and
aid in renovation and maintenance of
athletic and recreational facilities.

“Low income children will be able
to play soccer, baseball, softball, foot-
ball or any other group sport without
worrying about the expense to their
family,” he explained.

Union County officials will also fur-
ther address the environment through
the “Greening Union County” grant
program through which the county
hopes to plant approximately 4,000
trees throughout the 21 municipalities
this year. Each tree will come with a
one-year warranty to ensure proper ad-
aptation to its surrounding environ-
ment.

Further, every municipality will be
able to apply for a “Greening Union
County” grant, with the county match-
ing the municipality’s funds put to-
ward the program. The county will also
provide the necessary manpower to
plant the trees.

In addition to the appointments of
chairman and vice-chairman, the three
re-elected freeholders were also sworn
in. Freeholders Alexander Mirabella,
Deborah Scanlon and Chester Holmes
each thanked the voters who returned
them to their offices.

Freeholder Mirabella said, “We

worked hard to get our message out,
and the residents responded.”

Freeholder Holmes recognized the
importance of public service, and he
acknowledged that it is “a privilege,
and I should not take it (public service)
lightly.”

The meeting also marked the final
appearance of Superior Court Judge
Edward Beglin, who presided over the
annual reorganization. Throughout the
afternoon, many speakers thanked the
judge for his years of service to the
county. Senator Lesniak even presented
the judge with a box of sweets for “a
sweet man.”

Judge Beglin remarked that his “one
wish is that today, or in the future, the
county is ready to construct a new
juvenile detention center.” Chairman
Estrada later responded to the judge’s
request, stating that the board will en-
sure that a new center is built.

Judge Beglin also expressed his sin-
cere gratitude for being able to serve
the people of Union County.

“We have an extraordinarily good
county,” he said.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
STANDING GUARD...Members of the Union County Emergency Response
Team stood guard at Temple Emanu-el clad in riot gear from New Year’s Eve
until Friday morning following a threat to the temple.

Dr. Porter to Deliver Address
At Luther King, Jr. Service

WESTFIELD — Reverend
Kelmo Porter, Jr., pastor of St. John’s
Baptist Church of Scotch Plains, will
be the keynote speaker
at Westfield’s Martin
Luther King, Jr., com-
memorative service on
Monday, January 19.

The service will take
place at the United
Methodist Church on
North Avenue in
Westfield at 1 p.m., fol-
lowing a procession
from Bethel Baptist
Church on Trinity
Place through down-
town Westfield.

Prior to assuming the pastorate of
St. John’s Baptist Church in 1966,
Reverend Porter was a traveling evan-
gelist and also served as pastor of the
Trinity Temple Church of God in
Christ in Montclair from 1954
through 1963, following a year as
pastor of the First Church of God in
Newark.

In addition to his numerous in-
volvements in church-related activi-
ties, including local councils and
associations as well as state and na-
tional conventions, Reverend Porter
is considered to be an expert on ger-
ontology and senior citizens activi-
ties.

He was the Executive Director of
the Newark Senior Citizens
Commission’s “Golden Age Project”
for nearly 23 years and also served as
a social worker for the Housing Au-
thority of the City of Newark. He

was elected vice president of the
New Jersey Council of Senior Citi-
zens and was a member of the Ex-

ecutive Board of the
National Council of
Senior Citizens. He
also served in an offi-
cial capacity with the
National Council on
the Aging and the Na-
tional Elderly Urban
Coalition.

Governor Brendan
Byrne appointed Rev-
erend Porter to the
New Jersey Drug Uti-
lization Review Coun-
cil. He earned both

Bachelor of Arts and Masters of Arts
degrees from New York University.
He received a Doctor of Divinity
degree from Trinity Hall College and
Seminary in Springfield, Ill.

Born and raised in Jersey City,
Reverend Porter is married to the
former Shirley Green of Jersey City.
They are the parents of three chil-
dren and three grandchildren.

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Asso-
ciation of Westfield announced that
patrons are still welcomed to spon-
sor the commemorative event on
January 19. A list of patrons will be
printed in the program’s bulletin. To
participate, please call Patricia
Faggins at (908) 301-1556 by Satur-
day, January 17.

The January 19 service at the First
Methodist Church will include the
announcement of student essay and
art contest winners.

Reverend Kelmo Porter, Jr.

Mahr Takes Helm
As FW’s Fourth
Female Mayor

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Reorganizes
cilman Echausse was appointed as
Alternate Acting Mayor. Councilman
Foerst was appointed as the council
liaison to the Planning Board.

Christine Nugent was appointed
as the Municipal Prosecutor, while
Robert Stahl was appointed Public
Defender. Jim Marvin was appointed
as the chairman of the Recreation
Commission.

For a full list of appointments,
please see Page 4.

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD -- Fanwood’s annual
Reorganization Meeting, which was
held on Sunday at Borough Hall, not
only ushered in a new year, but also
a new administration. Colleen Mahr
began her tenure as the borough’s
26th mayor, and Donna Dolce and
Jack Molenaar started their first terms
as council members.

The Council Chambers were filled
to capacity, with people standing
and waiting outside the doors.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
administered the Oath of Office to
Mrs. Mahr, Ms. Dolce and Mr.
Molenaar. She also presented con-
gratulatory bouquets of flowers.

In addition, Katherine Mitchell was
elected to the position of Council
President.

In her first act as mayor, Mrs.
Mahr appointed board, commission
and committee members. The coun-
cil made two appointments, and the
mayor and council passed nine reso-
lutions, covering such subjects as a
temporary 2004 budget and profes-
sional service contracts for attorney,
auditor and insurance.

All council members made com-
ments regarding objectives for the
new year, addressing the audience
present and viewers watching on TV-
35.

Councilman Molenaar stated his
goals for the next three years, includ-
ing working on the downtown rede-
velopment issue, as well as “traffic
calming throughout the neighbor-
hoods, trying to get speeders to slow
down.”

“I want to make sure there is com-
munity input, as we’ve seen what
happens when you don’t have com-
munity input and consensus. I’m re-
ally optimistic about the future of
Fanwood,” he stated.

Councilman Andrew Calamaras
concurred, saying, “I think we’re all
up here to put Fanwood first.”

Similarly, Council President
Mitchell added, “We’re all here to do
what makes Fanwood best.”

Councilwoman Dolce thanked the
community for electing her and her
fellow candidates to their new posi-
tions, and expressed her desire to
repay them for their confidence.

“To the people of Fanwood, that
we will be able to carry out your
wishes and dreams for a community
that is all you would like it to be,” she
said. She also reflected on her life-
time of community service, includ-
ing working as a community servant
professionally and in a volunteer
capacity as Second Vice President to
the Girl Scouts Board of Trustees.

Ms. Dolce appealed to “all resi-
dents of Fanwood: if you have not
put community service into your life,
I implore you to do so; the greatest
benefit that you can do is to help your
community to become the place that
you want it to be.”

She encouraged residents to ap-
proach her with problems, and also
suggested that ideas for possible so-
lutions to the problem be included.
“We don’t have all the answers; we
have to turn to people like to you to
help us find the answers. Our work is
not accomplished alone,” she said.

In her closing statements, Mayor
Mahr expressed her pride in being
the borough’s fourth woman mayor,
following in the footsteps of Pat
Kuran, Asw. Stender and Maryanne
Connelly.

“I am here for you, I will work hard
for you, and I will work hard at
reaching back out to you,” Mayor
Mahr told the audience. “I look for-
ward to taking our campaign visions
and turning them into reality, with
the help of the entire council. Gov-
erning Fanwood is a team effort, and
this is our team for 2004.”

On the subject of the borough’s
budget and “the need for property
tax relief,” Mayor Mahr plans to be
an “aggressive lobbyist” and, towards
that end, she announced that the bor-
ough will apply for extraordinary aid
from the state, this being on the
second time this action has been
taken.

Concerning the hotly debated
downtown redevelopment issue,
Mayor Mahr explained that it will be
a priority, and that she will call for
several town-wide meetings to dis-
cuss the topic, the first to be held
within 90 days. She emphasized that
“no redevelopment agreement will
be signed until and unless our resi-
dents, merchants and property own-
ers are heard from.”

The borough will pursue a Transit
Village designation, and will apply
for local and county grants to pro-
vide technical and planning assis-
tance.

Continuing on the subject of
volunteerism raised by Council-
woman Dolce, Mayor Mahr empha-
sized, “I was so impressed by the
number of people that give of them-
selves to Fanwood. The entire town
is cared for and loved by its volun-
teers. It is this level of dedication and
commitment that makes Fanwood a
wonderful place to live.”

Following the meeting, a large
crowd gathered at the Fanwood Me-
morial Library for refreshments.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SWEARING IN...On Sunday, Assemblywoman Linda Stender, left, swore in
Fanwood’s new mayor, Colleen Mahr, center, while Mayor Mahr’s husband,
George, held the Bible.

that will reflect the spirit of Mountainside
and yet be extremely conscious of all of
the homes in the area.”

He added that the borough would be
seeking outside grants and donations
to help complete the project within the
next two to three years.

The mayor said, “Several years ago,
The New York Times described
Mountainside as a little hidden gem in
Union County. Today we see that we are
going through a tremendous transfor-
mation.”

The next meeting for the
Mountainside Council is scheduled for
Tuesday, January 13 at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Reorganizes

Scotch Plains Officials
Approve Deer Hunt

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Union
County will conduct a deer hunt in
the Watchung Reservation in March
in an effort to control the herd there.

The schedule for the three-day pro-
gram will be ratified by the state
Division of Fish and Wildlife next
week, in the wake of the Scotch
Plains Township Council’s approval
of a resolution on Tuesday night
authorizing Union County, on behalf
of the five municipalities bordering
the Reservation, to apply for a permit
to conduct the hunt.

The hunt will begin on Monday,
March 1, and continue for three days,
during which time an attempt will be
made to remove a sufficient number
of deer so that the density is reduced
to 20 deer per square mile. Officials
expect about 100 deer to be killed
during the hunt, which will take place
from 5 to 11 a.m. and 2:30 to 8 p.m.

At a special meeting held in the
midst of its conference meeting on
Tuesday evening, the township coun-
cil voted to approve the application
by a 4-1 margin, with Councilwoman
Nancy Malool objecting, saying that
while she understood the benefits of
having fewer deer, “I’m not com-
fortable with the method.”

She noted that there are 20 or so
homes that abut the Watchung Res-
ervation, with more being separated
from the property by a street. She
had misgivings about hunters with
shotguns “being in close proximity
to houses.”

Recalling the county’s geese-
elimination program last summer,
Mrs. Malool said, “It bothered people
about the geese and it bothers me
about the deer. It’s inhumane.”

Sympathizing with Mrs. Malool’s
views, Mayor Martin Marks said,
“This is not an easy issue.” He felt
there are “safety issues in taking
action and there are safety issues in
not taking action.”

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said an excessive deer population
could lead to an increased risk of

deer ticks and Lyme Disease.
Union County is also proceeding

with a deer census in the Ashbrook
Reservation on the south side of
Scotch Plains, and officials hope to
have an estimate of the number of
deer by the end of this month, after
which local, county and state offi-
cials will meet to determine what
action, if any, should be taken.

In other matters, Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins told the council
that work has begun on the 2004
municipal budget. Most department
budget requests have been received,
he said, and at present, the requests
total more than $20 million, a $1.4
million increase over the 2003 town-
ship budget of $18.6 million.

Calling the $1.4 million increase
“unacceptable,” Mr. Atkins said he
would now review the requests and
make cuts before presenting his final
recommendations to the council in a
few weeks. He noted that if the $1.4
million increase was accepted and
the township revenue picture re-
mained the same as last year, the
council would be looking at a 14-
point increase in the municipal por-
tion of property taxes.

However, Mr. Atkins said the
revenue picture will be better this
year, with the local surplus higher
than 2003, and cuts in the 2004
budget requests will be made, so a
significant tax increase like last
year’s 18-point hike doesn’t ap-
pear likely.

Mr. Atkins also told the council
that the Public Works Department’s
leaf pick-up program is expected to
be completed by the end of this week,
adding that extra hours and Saturday
hours have been authorized, if
needed, to ensure all leaves are picked
up.

The two December snowstorms
and rainy weather caused delays in
finishing the leaf pick-up. Mr. Atkins
said branches, limbs and Christmas
trees will be picked up next week,
cautioning that all schedules were
dependent on the weather.
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SP Council Holds Reorganization Meeting;
Mayor Revisits Property Tax Reform Issue

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

As he did a year earlier, Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks used a
good portion of his New Year’s ad-
dress to press the issue of property tax
reform, saying that, “the solution to

our state’s over-reliance on property
taxes lies not in the numerous munici-
pal buildings across New Jersey, but
rather at our State House in Trenton.”

Speaking at the township council’s
annual reorganization meeting on
January 1, the mayor, who focused

much of his unsuccessful state sen-
ate campaign last year on tax reform,
said concerned citizens “need to do a
better job in letting our state repre-
sentatives know how we feel about
property tax reform.”

Noting that nearly every incum-

bent state legislator had been re-
elected in November, the mayor said
he was “fairly skeptical that any-
thing of substance will be accom-
plished” in the area of reforming
property taxes this year.

Mayor Marks has championed the
idea of a state ballot referendum on
whether to convene a constitutional
convention to address property tax
reform. In 2003, the New Jersey State
Assembly approved the ballot ques-
tion but the initiative died in the New
Jersey State Senate last summer.

Echoing many of the points he
made last month in an interview with
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
the mayor last week recapped some

Estrada Tapped as Freeholder Bd.’s
First Hispanic-American Chairman

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

During the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders’ annual Reor-
ganization Meeting on January 4, the
board officially installed Freeholder
Angel Estrada as the chairman for
2004, with Freeholder Rick Proctor
tapped as the vice-chairman.

Many prominent local, state and
federal legislators attended the meet-
ing, including U.S. Senator Frank
Lautenberg, Congressman Robert
Menendez, State Senator Raymond
Lesniak, and Assemblyman Neil
Cohen. Senator Lesniak served as the
Master of Ceremonies in place of Union
County Democratic Chairwoman
Charlotte DeFilippo, who could not
attend the meeting due to illness.

Freeholder Estrada, the first His-
panic-American ever to serve as Chair-
man, was visibly emotional as he
gave his inaugural speech, pausing
several times to compose himself.

“Who would have guessed a little
kid from a small town in Cuba would
stand before you as the Chairman of
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders?” he asked.

The new chairman first outlined
the achievements of the board in

2003, such as reaching the goal of
preserving 100 acres of open space,
and the creation of the Committee on
Homeland Security.

He stated that that the freeholders
will continue all previously estab-
lished initiatives, including open
space preservation, as well as other
programs such as the Freeholder
Scholars program, the Senior Schol-
ars program, and College for Teens.

Next, Chairman Estrada an-
nounced the board’s goals for 2004,
which he deemed the year of “Build-
ing Better Communities.”

The first new implementation will
be the development of a 211 Info
Line. According to the description
provided, this new information line
is a response to the numerous inquir-
ies from county residents regarding
daycare, transportation assistance,
and other social services. As Chair-
man Estrada detailed, the line will
also “take some of the burden from
the service that our current 9-1-1
emergency service provides.”

“211 is not just an info line, it’s a
lifeline,” said the chairman.

Chairman Estrada also announced
that the prescription drug plan for
seniors, which was developed by the

county last year, now would be avail-
able to all county residents. Under
the plan, any resident – regardless of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
SWEARING IN...On Sunday, Assemblywoman Linda Stender, left, swore in Fanwood’s new mayor, Colleen Mahr,
center, while Mayor Mahr’s husband, George, held the Bible.
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Deer Hunt
Earns OK
From SP

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Union County will conduct a
deer hunt in the Watchung Reser-
vation in March in an effort to
control the herd there.

The schedule for the three-day
program will be ratified by the
state Division of Fish and Wild-
life next week, in the wake of the
Scotch Plains Township
Council’s approval of a resolu-
tion on Tuesday night authoriz-
ing Union County, on behalf of
the five municipalities bordering
the Reservation, to apply for a
permit to conduct the hunt.

The hunt will begin on Mon-
day, March 1, and continue for
three days, during which time an
attempt will be made to remove
a sufficient number of deer so
that the density is reduced to 20
deer per square mile. Officials
expect about 100 deer to be killed
during the hunt, which will take
place from 5 to 11 a.m. and 2:30
to 8 p.m.

At a special meeting held in
the midst of its conference meet-
ing on Tuesday evening, the town-
ship council voted to approve the
application by a 4-1 margin, with
Councilwoman Nancy Malool
objecting, saying that while she
understood the benefits of hav-
ing fewer deer, “I’m not com-
fortable with the method.”

She noted that there are 20 or
so homes that abut the Watchung
Reservation, with more being
separated from the property by a
street. She had misgivings about
hunters with shotguns “being in
close proximity to houses.”

Recalling the county’s geese-
elimination program last sum-
mer, Mrs. Malool said, “It both-
ered people about the geese and
it bothers me about the deer. It’s
inhumane.”

Sympathizing with Mrs.
Malool’s views, Mayor Martin
Marks said, “This is not an easy
issue.” He felt there are “safety
issues in taking action and there
are safety issues in not taking
action.”

Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato said an excessive deer
population could lead to an in-
creased risk of deer ticks and
Lyme Disease.

Union County is also proceed-
ing with a deer census in the
Ashbrook Reservation on the
south side of Scotch Plains, and
officials hope to have an esti-
mate of the number of deer by the
end of this month, after which
local, county and state officials
will meet to determine what ac-
tion, if any, should be taken.

In other matters, Township
Manager Thomas Atkins told the
council that work has begun on
the 2004 municipal budget. Most
department budget requests have
been received, he said. He noted
that, at present, the requests total
more than $20 million, a $1.4
million increase over the 2003
township budget of $18.6 mil-
lion.

Calling the $1.4 million in-
crease “unacceptable,” Mr.
Atkins said he would now review
the requests and make cuts be-
fore presenting his final recom-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Mahr Takes Helm
As FW’s Fourth
Female Mayor

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood’s annual Reorganization
Meeting, which was held on Sunday
at Borough Hall, not only ushered in
a new year, but also a new adminis-
tration. Colleen Mahr began her ten-
ure as the borough’s 26th mayor,
while Donna Dolce and Jack
Molenaar started their first terms as
council members.

The Council Chambers were filled
to capacity, with people standing
and waiting outside the doors.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
administered the Oath of Office to
Mrs. Mahr, Ms. Dolce and Mr.
Molenaar. She also presented con-
gratulatory bouquets of flowers.

In addition, Katherine Mitchell was
elected to the position of Council
President.

In her first act as mayor, Mrs.
Mahr appointed board, commission
and committee members. The coun-
cil made two appointments, and the
mayor and council passed nine reso-
lutions, covering such subjects as a
temporary 2004 budget and profes-
sional service contracts for attorney,
auditor and insurance.

All council members reflected on
their objectives for the new year,
addressing both the audience present
and viewers watching on TV-35.

Councilman Molenaar stated his
goals for the next three years, includ-
ing working on the downtown redevel-
opment issue, as well as “traffic calm-
ing throughout the neighborhoods, try-
ing to get speeders to slow down.”

“I want to make sure there is com-
munity input, as we’ve seen what
happens when you don’t have com-
munity input and consensus. I’m re-
ally optimistic about the future of
Fanwood,” he stated.

Councilman Andrew Calamaras
concurred, saying, “I think we’re all
up here to put Fanwood first.”

Similarly, Council President
Mitchell added, “We’re all here to do
what makes Fanwood best.”

Councilwoman Dolce thanked the
community for electing her and her
fellow candidates to their new posi-
tions, and expressed her desire to
repay them for their confidence.

“To the people of Fanwood, that
we will be able to carry out your
wishes and dreams for a community
that is all you would like it to be,” she
said. She also reflected on her life-
time of community service, includ-
ing working as a community servant
professionally and in a volunteer
capacity as Second Vice President to
the Girl Scouts Board of Trustees.

Ms. Dolce appealed to “all resi-
dents of Fanwood: if you have not
put community service into your life,
I implore you to do so; the greatest
benefit that you can do is to help your
community to become the place that
you want it to be.”

She encouraged residents to ap-
proach her with problems, and also
suggested that ideas for possible so-

lutions to the problem be included.
“We don’t have all the answers; we
have to turn to people like to you to
help us find the answers. Our work is
not accomplished alone,” she said.

In her closing statements, Mayor
Mahr expressed her pride in being
the borough’s fourth woman mayor,
following in the footsteps of Pat
Kuran, Assemblywoman Stender and
Maryanne Connelly.

“I am here for you, I will work hard
for you, and I will work hard at
reaching back out to you,” Mayor
Mahr told the audience. “I look for-
ward to taking our campaign visions
and turning them into reality, with
the help of the entire council. Gov-
erning Fanwood is a team effort, and
this is our team for 2004.”

On the subject of the borough’s

Jung Bids Farewell to Council, As Residents Thank
Him for Making Fanwood ‘Great Place to Live’

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Times

For the last 10 years, Fanwood Mayor
Louis Jung has served the residents of
his borough. On December 30, he told
an audience of residents, “It has been
a pleasure, an honor, and, most of all,
a privilege to serve the residents of
Fanwood.”

This last Borough Council meet-
ing of 2003 marked the end of Mr.
Jung’s four-year term as the 25th
Mayor of Fanwood. Prior to that, he
served as a councilman from 1993 to
1999. He also served on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
from 1978 to 1990, totaling 22 years
of service to Fanwood residents.

Mr. Jung was presented a Borough
Seal and an autographed picture of the
Fanwood Train Station, created by the
late Mountainside artist Harry Devlin.

Council President Joel Whitaker
told the audience, “I very much ap-
preciated his leadership as mayor.”

Councilman David Trumpp ech-
oed the sentiments of Mr. Whitaker
by saying, “It has been an honor and
a privilege to serve under Mayor

Jung’s administration.”
As recounted in the mayor’s ad-

dress, he was appointed in 1993 to
fill the final six months of the council
term of Frank Rossi, who had moved
to Scotch Plains. Since then, he has
worked with 17 different council
members and two mayors.

Accomplishments  which occurred
during his term include the purchase
and installation of the Victorian
streetlamps for  the downtown, in-
cluding lifetime maintenance and re-
placement by PSE&G; an enlarged
and upgraded South Avenue Train
Station parking lot; an upgrade of ball
fields and a drainage system at Forest
Road Park; the obtaining of a $400,000
federal grant for storm water improve-
ments; initiation of repairs or replace-
ment of sidewalks damaged by bor-
ough trees, and the adoption of a
Downtown Redevelopment Plan.

Mr. Jung concluded by stating that

he had experienced both the joy of
marching in the Memorial Day Parade
and the solemnity of participating in
the Memorial and Veterans Day ser-
vices. In addition, he was thankful for
the opportunity to perform 25 wed-
dings, as well as to serve on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Ministerium, partici-
pating in services for Thanksgiving,
National Day of Prayer and Martin
Luther King Jr. Day.

He thanked his wife, Nancy, and his
daughters, Diane and Debbie, for their
support over the years. He also ac-
knowledged the current council and
made a special thank you to Council
President Whitaker, who is also leav-
ing the governing body after six years,
and Councilman Trumpp, who has
served for the past two years.

Next, Mr. Jung made a presenta-
tion of the Borough Seal and an
autographed Harry Devlin picture to
Mr. Whitaker, who has served as

Council President since 2001 and on
the council since 1998.

He noted that Mr. Whitaker had
served on various committees as a
councilman, which included Educa-
tion, Health and Welfare, Adminis-
tration and Finance, Public Safety
and Public Works.

Fellow council member Stuart Kline
told the audience, “Mr. Whitaker is
energetic, outspoken and intelligent.
I have a respect for his guidance on
this council. He is one of the hardest
working council people that I have
seen and it has been an honor to serve
with you. This council will miss you.”

Councilman Trumpp, who has
served the borough since 2002, was
also presented with the Borough Seal
and autographed picture.

Mr. Jung stated, “This gentleman
is a symbol for several things, such as
perseverance. He is very dedicated
to his family, friends and to the Bor-
ough of Fanwood. He was always
prepared and enjoyed his time as the
Police Commissioner.”

Police Chief Donald Domanoski

FWCouncil Discusses
Communication Tower

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood’s monthly agenda meet-
ing, held on Tuesday night, began
with an hour-long discussion regard-
ing the building of a new communi-
cations tower at Borough Hall.

Charles Whelan of Salient Associ-
ates, a consultant hired by the borough,
and Fanwood Police Officer Brian
Bartiromo came before the mayor and
council for a second time, requesting
permission to move forward with ob-
taining a bid for the project. The cur-
rent tower is leaning and in need, not of
repair, but of total replacement.

As he has done before, Officer
Bartiromo emphasized that the new
tower must be installed as soon as
possible, to ensure that the borough’s

new $80,000 communications sys-
tem is not harmed by lightning strikes,
and to provide the best possible com-
munication in the field.

“I cannot stress that enough. The
system went online two months ago,
and we are only getting 60 percent of
the coverage we should,” stated Of-
ficer Bartiromo.

The problem, he explained, is due to
the fact that the current tower is only 50
feet high, with a 10-foot antenna, and
does not clear the surrounding trees.
This situation interferes with recep-
tion.

An in-depth discussion was held
between Mr. Whelan, Officer
Bartiromo and the mayor and coun-
cil regarding the four questions that
need answers: Where should the
tower be built? How tall does the
tower need to be to provide the best
quality communication? Which type
of tower design would be best suited
for this purpose? And how much
loading should the tower hold?

Three possible locations on bor-

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
OH SAY CAN YOU SEE...Toni Dolce, right, the niece of Councilwoman Donna
Dolce, sang “The Star-Spangled Banner” at the Fanwood Reorganization
meeting on Sunday, at which her aunt took her oath of office.
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of the success stories realized in
Scotch Plains, including the estab-
lishment of new and revamped recre-
ational facilities and ballfields at
Jerseyland and Farley Parks and the
new Memorial Park, as well as the
planned renovations to ballfields at
Park Middle School.

He also touted the purchase of a
new senior citizens bus and expressed
his hope that a new senior center can
be established at some point in the
near future.

Mayor Marks also noted that the
downtown business community is
exploring the creation of a Special
Improvement District (SID), “so our
landlords and merchant owners can
become financial stakeholders and
a cohesive group. We endeavor to
do this without placing an addi-
tional financial burden on Scotch
Plains’ residential property tax-
payers; while at the same time, it
is our hope and expectation that
continued improvements to our
central business district will in-
crease property values and further
lessen that residential property tax
burden.”

The steering committee looking at
whether to establish a SID is ex-
pected to complete its work and make
formal recommendations within the
next several weeks.

Turning to this year’s municipal
budget, which will be the first major
item on this year’s agenda, Mayor
Marks said he is hopeful that an
improving economy and, perhaps,
an increase in state aid after two
straight years of a freeze will allow
the township property tax increase
this year to be more in line with the
average 3 percent increase seen be-
tween 2000-2002.

Last year, the municipal portion
of local property taxes rose by 18
points and led to several weeks of
political wrangling between Repub-
licans and Democrats, something
the mayor acknowledged last week
when he recalled what he termed
“scare tactics mailings” by local
Democrats.

“With a municipal election com-
ing up later this year, I would expect
more of the same shenanigans from
them again,” the mayor said as he
urged residents to “scrutinize care-
fully what they receive in the mail. If
it sounds a bit outlandish, it likely
is.”

A number of appointments were
made last week, with Council-
woman Paulette Coronato named
Deputy Mayor for a second one-
year term. All four members of the
township’s legal team were reap-
pointed for another year, with Dou-
glas Hansen beginning his fifth year
as Township Attorney, Lawrence
Woodruff starting his third year as
Assistant Township Attorney,
Randolph Brause beginning his
third year as Public Defender and
Michael Blacker continuing as
Municipal Prosecutor.

Councilwoman Coronato and
Michael Michalisin were reap-
pointed to the township planning
board for one- and two-year terms,
respectively. Chris Abeel and Will-
iam Kraft were reappointed to the
zoning board of adjustment for four-
and two-year terms, respectively.
Bob Roberts and Bruce Bond will
serve as Chairman and Vice Chair-
man, respectively, of the construc-
tion board of appeals. Theodore
Bassman and Harold Brody were

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mayor Marks Revisits Issue
Of Property Tax Reform

appointed to one-year terms on the
Green Brook Flood Control Com-
mission. Brian Doyle will serve as
the new Chairman of the township
environmental commission.

The January 1 reorganization
meeting was low-key and relatively
brief compared with recent years.
There were no New Year’s Day
oath takings by any members of the
governing body, as has been the
case in recent years. With no mu-
nicipal elections two months ago,
the lineup of the 2004 council, with
Mayor Marks, Deputy Mayor
Coronato, Frank Rossi, Nancy
Malool and Carolyn Sorge, will
remain the same as it begins its
second straight year in complete
Republican control.

Mayor Marks, whose term is up at
the end of this year, has not yet
decided whether to seek a second
term. And Councilwoman Coronato’s
seat will also be in play in this
November’s election.

The council’s first regular meeting
will be held on Tuesday, January 13.

At its last meeting of 2003, a brief
special public hearing was held on
Christmas Eve. The council passed
two ordinances relating to the planned
Broadway development that was ap-
proved last year by the township
planning board. One ordinance va-
cates several township-owned streets
in the neighborhood of the develop-
ment -- Broadway, Waverly Place,
Liberty Street and Rolling Peaks Way
— while the other involves the sale
of a substandard, township-owned
lot to a private citizen.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Estrada Named Board’s First
Hispanic-American Chairman
income level – may obtain prescrip-
tion medication at a lower cost than
would be available through standard
medical insurance. He said that the
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program comes “at no cost to tax-
payers.”

Another initiative planned for this
year focuses on the Union County
Arts Center in Rahway. The chairman
announced plans by the county to
purchase the center, along with sev-
eral adjoining tracts of land, and con-
vert it into a year-round cultural cen-
ter. There are also plans for develop-
ers to build a Holiday Inn Express and
a 500-space parking deck in close
proximity to the renovated arts center.

“With these investments in the Arts
Center, we will create a major per-
formance space for Northern New
Jersey, with the potential to attract
new performers and bring new vital-
ity to a great town,” commented
Chairman Estrada.

In addressing the youth of Union
County, Chairman Estrada announced
the creation of the Kids’ Recreational
Trust, which will provide scholar-
ships to low-income children for their
participation in athletic programs. The
trust will also enable youth leagues in
all municipalities to purchase new
equipment, and aid in renovation and
maintenance of athletic and recre-
ational facilities.

“Low income children will be able
to play soccer, baseball, softball, foot-
ball or any other group sport without
worrying about the expense to their
family,” he explained.

Union County officials will also fur-
ther address the environment through
the “Greening Union County” grant
program through which the county hopes
to plant approximately 4,000 trees
throughout the 21 municipalities this
year. Each tree will come with a one-
year warranty to ensure proper adapta-
tion to its surrounding environment.

Further, every municipality will
be able to apply for a “Greening
Union County” grant, with the county
matching the municipality’s funds
put toward the program. The county
will also provide the necessary man-
power to plant the trees.

In addition to the appointments of
chairman and vice-chairman, the three
re-elected freeholders were also sworn
in. Freeholders Alexander Mirabella,
Deborah Scanlon and Chester Holmes
each thanked the voters who returned
them to their offices.

Freeholder Mirabella said, “We
worked hard to get our message out,
and the residents responded.”

Freeholder Holmes recognized the
importance of public service, and he
acknowledged that it is “a privilege,
and I should not take it (public ser-
vice) lightly.”

The meeting also marked the final
appearance of Superior Court Judge
Edward Beglin, who presided over
the annual reorganization. Through-
out the afternoon, many speakers
thanked the judge for his years of
service to the county. Senator Lesniak
even presented the judge with a box of
sweets for “a sweet man.”

Judge Beglin remarked that his “one
wish is that today, or in the future, the
county is ready to construct a new
juvenile detention center.” Chairman
Estrada later responded to the judge’s
request, stating that the board will
ensure that a new center is built.

Judge Beglin also expressed his
sincere gratitude for being able to
serve the people of Union County.

“We have an extraordinarily good
county,” he said.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
FULL SCALE RESPONSE...Barricades were set up and armed guards were
stationed outside Temple Emanu-El from New Year’s Eve until Friday morning
following a threat to the temple.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
FIRST TIME ON THE DAIS...Fanwood’s new mayor, Colleen Mahr, standing,
took her place on the dais for the first time on Sunday. She was joined by
Councilwoman Donna Dolce, far left, and Councilman Jack Molenaar, to Mrs.
Mahr’s right, who began their first terms that day. Also pictured is Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Officials Give Green Light
To Deer Hunt at Reservation

WHS Graduate
Jumps to Death

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for  The Times

WESTFIELD -- A graduate of
Westfield High School plunged
to his death from the sixth floor of
a New Brunswick parking garage
at approximately 5:45 p.m. on
Monday in an apparent suicide.

Michael Charmatz was discov-
ered by a sheriff’s officer and
taken to Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospi-
tal, where he was
pronounced dead
at 8:56 p.m.

According to
Sergeant Richard
Rowe of the New
Brunswick Po-
lice Department,
a note was found and no foul
play is suspected.

Mr. Charmatz was a sopho-
more at Rutgers University, and
was a 2002 graduate of Westfield
High School (WHS).

While at WHS, he served as
President of the senior class and
delivered a speech at graduation.
He graduated with academic dis-
tinction and was a member of the
National Honor Society and the
football team.

Michael Charmatz

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Officials
Reorganize

budget and “the need for property tax
relief,” Mayor Mahr plans to be an
“aggressive lobbyist” and, towards
that end, she announced that the bor-
ough will apply for extraordinary aid
from the state, this being the second
time this action has been taken.

Concerning the hotly debated down-
town redevelopment issue, Mayor Mahr
explained that it will be a priority, and
that she will call for several town-wide
meetings to discuss the topic -- the first
to be held within 90 days. She empha-
sized that “no redevelopment agree-
ment will be signed until and unless our
residents, merchants and property own-
ers are heard from.”

The borough will pursue a Transit
Village designation, and will apply
for local and county grants to provide
technical and planning assistance.

Continuing on the subject of
volunteerism raised by Council-
woman Dolce, Mayor Mahr empha-
sized, “I was so impressed by the
number of people that give of them-
selves to Fanwood. The entire town is
cared for and loved by its volunteers.
It is this level of dedication and com-
mitment that makes Fanwood a won-
derful place to live.”

Following the meeting, a large
crowd gathered at the Fanwood Me-
morial Library for refreshments.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Jung’s Farewell
then presented Mr. Trumpp with a
simulated, engraved Fanwood Po-
lice Department patch.

“He was a good Police Commis-
sioner,” stated Chief Domanoski. “He
got in the police cars with our officers
and rode with them to see what they
were faced with on a daily basis and
took the ultimate responsibility of pro-
tecting our residents. We will miss
you,” the chief said.

During the public portion of the meet-
ing residents made comments about the
outgoing governing members.

Former Councilman Andrew
McDonald said, “All elections hap-
pen in such a way that one group is
happy and another is unhappy. Lou it
has been a pleasure to work with you
and I want to congratulate Mayor-
elect Mahr.”

Robert Kraus stated, “After 36 ½
years living in Fanwood, I would
like to thank all of you for making it
a great place to live. Keep up the
good work.”

Barbara Couphos stated, “I moved
to Fanwood in 1928 and want to say
that Louis Jung is a noble man of the
highest integrity. He is a man who
has done everything he said that he
would do. We will miss him.”

Theodore Trumpp said, “I have
lived here a long time and have had
the honor of being mayor for 12 years
and have been on the council for
seven. I think that Lou and this coun-
cil tried to do more for our borough
that any other council since the 1960s.”

Finally, Carol Kraus noted, “ I have
lived here for 36 ½ years and remem-
ber David as a fifth grader at Brunner
School. I remember your class be-
cause you were all very good to class-
mate Peter Perry. I have known Lou
since 1978 when he started on the
board of education. He is intelligent,
honest and has the highest degree of
integrity. Thank you for all of your
service to the community.”

In other business, Mr. Jung thanked
Borough Attorney Mark Peck for his
service to the council. A resolution
was read honoring  Recreation Com-
missioner George Speer for 14 years
of service on the commission. A
resolution was also read and pre-
sented to the parents of Major David
Venezia, who is serving in the 78th
Army Infantry Division in Iraq. He
graduated from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and has been
serving in the military for 19 years.

As the last order of business for
Fanwood in 2003, resolutions were
read and passed upon second readings
for personnel policies, regarding sick
leave and vacation time for non-union-
ized employees; the location for cellu-
lar towers, that they not be placed
within 200 feet of a Fanwood home,
and that the cost of Planning Board
appeals be paid for by the applicant.

In addition, the second reading of
Ordinance 03-26-R regarding Land
Use R-50 Zone has been tabled until
the January meeting.

ough property were discussed, with
the decison being reached that the site
near the parking area would be best.
The tower will be approximately 100

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council Discusses
New Communications Tower

feet tall, with a base about six feet in
width, and would be lattice in style, a
look that Officer Bartiromo compared
to the Eiffel Tower.

The height of the tower is a signifi-
cant issue. If the borough desires to
have cellular communication compa-
nies pay for the use of the tower in the
future, the height and load capacity
will need to meet certain requirements.

The estimated cost of the project is at
least $100,000. Borough Administra-
tor Eleanor McGovern stated that there
is $88,000 in the budget for the tower,
and the borough would need to bond
for the rest of the cost.

Mr. Whelan estimates the entire
project can be completed within six
months. It was decided, at the conclu-
sion of the discussion, that Mr. Whelan
will prepare a bid for the borough and
that the geotechnical work needed to
be done on the ground will begin as
soon as possible.

In other business, Borough Engineer
Richard Marsden provided the mayor
and council with his Capital Projects
Summary List, and discussed plans for
the new pedestrian bridge, to be located
near Sheelen’s Crossing. Mr. Marsden
asked for input on the design of the
bridge. “They are trying to get it as
historically accurate as possible, using
an old photograph.”

At next Tuesday’s regular council
meeting, a first reading of an ordinance
will be held regarding the 4 percent
salary increase that was recently nego-
tiated concerning the Public Works
Department. An ordinance must be
passed to make the increase official.

It has been decided that former Coun-
cil Special Attorney Mark Peck will
continue to represent the borough on the
matter of the Verizon cell tower applica-
tion due to his knowledge of the history
of the issue. A resolution will be passed
next week for his professional services
contract, with the stipulation that his fee
should not exceed $5,000.

The appointments of the Emergency
Coordinator, Deputy Emergency Coor-
dinators and the Emergency Response
Team will all be done by resolution next
week. In addition, Police Officer Phillip
Ugone will be present to receive a reso-
lution honoring his new position.

mendations to the council in a few
weeks. He noted that if the $1.4
million increase was accepted and
the township revenue picture re-
mained the same as last year, the
council would be looking at a 14-
point increase in the municipal por-
tion of property taxes.

However, Mr. Atkins said the rev-
enue picture will be better this year,
with the local surplus higher than
2003, and cuts in the 2004 budget
requests will be made, so a signifi-
cant tax increase like last year’s

18-point hike doesn’t appear likely.
Mr. Atkins also told the council that

the Public Works Department’s leaf
pick-up program is expected to be
completed by the end of this week,
adding that extra hours and Saturday
hours have been authorized, if needed,
to ensure all leaves are picked up.

The two December snowstorms
and rainy weather caused delays in
finishing the leaf pick-up. Mr. Atkins
said branches, limbs and Christmas
trees will be picked up next week,
cautioning that all schedules were
dependent on the weather.
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CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2004

Ani Kavafian, Violin, and Carter Brey, Cello

GUEST ARTISTS

Anne Marie McDermott, Piano
Paul Neubauer, Viola       Gary Levinson, Violin

Dvorak Terzetto for Two Violins & Viola
Tower Wild Purple for Solo Viola

Tchaikovsky Serenade for Violin & Piano
Dvorak Piano Quintet in A, Op. 81

MAPLEWOOD WESTFIELD
at 3:00 P.M. at 7:30 P.M.

Morrow Methodist Church Temple Emanu-El
600 Ridgewood Rd. 756 East Broad St.

Tickets (honored at both locations): $25, Seniors $22

WESTFIELD ONLY: All students 10-21 are welcome to attend Mostly 
Music concerts for a nominal charge of $1.00. We want to encourage 

young people to experience live classical music performances. 
Students under the age of 15 must be accompanied by an adult.

CALL US AT 973-762-0108
Upcoming Concerts: February 15, March 21, May 16. Feb. 15 concert

features Kenneth Cooper, harpsichord, in an all-Baroque program

908-654-9380 in Westfield

Susan Petrick, MEd
Board Certified Educational Therapist
Trained at Mass General Hospital & Harvard

See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES
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New Chairman Estrada Sets
County Agenda For 2004

ELIZABETH — Union County Free-
holder Angel Estrada of Elizabeth was
sworn in last Sunday as Chairman of the
Board of Chosen Freeholders. Freeholder
Rick Proctor of Rahway was sworn in as
Vice Chairman.

“This is a great honor and a great
responsibility,” said Freeholder Chair-
man Estrada. “Half a million people look
to Union County to provide vital social
services, to maintain a safe, efficient
infrastructure, to fight for the county’s
economic interests and ensure their safety
and security. This afternoon we’re get-
ting to work on those priorities.”

Freeholder Estrada is the first Latino
chairman appointed by the board.

In his Chairman’s Address, Freeholder
Estrada set out his priorities for county
government in 2004 in a series of five
initiatives he entitled “Building Better
Communities”.

The first initiative is the development
of a 211 Info Line. Working with the
non-profit sector, the 211 telephone num-
ber will serves as a social and human
services line. Staffers will answer the
line around the clock providing informa-
tion and referral services to residents.

Staffers could answer in English and
Spanish and would have access to speak-
ers of other languages. The deaf and hard
of hearing could also access the line
through TTY services. Items covered by
the 211 Info Line could include: trans-
portation questions from seniors, infor-
mation about services for veterans and
their families, mental health informa-
tion and referrals and services for the
homeless or those in need of emergency
shelter.

“The service is in place in 12 other
New Jersey counties and it has been very
successful,” Mr. Estrada said.

The second initiative involves the dis-
count prescription drugs program started
last year. More than 1,000 seniors in the
county have applied for the discount
card, which can save users up to half the
cost.

Prescription drug costs are considered
a cause of the increasing cost of health
insurance premiums.

Tens of thousands of Union County
families would be eligible for significant
savings on prescriptions if they take
advantage of this initiative.

Union County will make a major in-
vestment in the Union County Arts Cen-
ter in 2004. The county will purchase the
theater and make much-needed renova-
tions. The Arts Center is the cornerstone
of Rahway’s Downtown Arts District, a
downtown revitalization effort that will
include new hotels, renovations to the
Arts Guild and major public improve-
ments such as Arts District Park.

Built in 1804, this facility has served
as an opera house, a vaudeville stage and
a movie emporium. Since 1972, it has
served Union County as a center for
concerts and movies. While the theater
has been called a “living landmark” it
also lacks basic amenities such as air
conditioning, which limits its use in the
summer. Its stage is too small to mount
plays and musicals and it has inadequate
dressing rooms.

The Arts Center’s professional man-
agement and Board of Directors will

continue to run the facility. Last week,
the board approved the county’s pro-
posed purchase and improvement plan.

“These improvements, combined with
Rahway’s new rail station a block away
and proximity to Routes One and Nine
and the NJ Turnpike, will make the
downtown a major destination for people
throughout the metropolitan region,” said
Freeholder Vice Chairman Rick Proc-
tor.

The fourth initiative proposed is the
Kids Recreational Trust, funded by the
Union County Open Space, Recreation
and Historic Preservation Trust Fund. It
will help low-income children partici-
pate in athletics with scholarships paid
to youth recreation leagues such as the
PAL, Pop Warner or local little leagues.

The fund would also help youth leagues
in every town to request grants to pur-
chase new, safer equipment.

Finally, the fund would continue and
expand the successful 2002 ‘Fields of
Dreams’ initiative by providing match-
ing funds to every municipality for field
and recreation center improvements.

The last initiative, Greening Union
County, could plant 4,000 new trees in
Union County. Every municipality would
have the opportunity to apply for match-
ing grants to purchase and maintain trees.

Greening Union County grants would
be funded through the Open Space, Rec-
reation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund, which would set aside $200,000
for new trees and tree maintenance.

Freeholder Estrada has  25 years of
business and public service experience.
He was elected to the Elizabeth Board of
Education in 1994 and re-elected to a
second term in 1997. A manager for the
NJ Division of Motor Vehicles’ Eliza-
beth office, he has worked in manage-
ment, strategic planning, budgeting and
human resources for large and small
corporations.

Mr. Estrada emigrated to the United
States 42 years ago as a 10-year-old
refugee from Cuba, and has lived in
Elizabeth ever since. He and his wife,
Teresa, have three children, Liliana, Jorge
and Daniel.

A lifelong resident of Rahway, Mr.
Proctor has 33 years of government and
public service experience. He was elected
to four terms on the Rahway Board of
Education. He served as board president
in 1984, and vice president in 1980 and
1981.

Mr. Proctor has a Masters of Science
in Management from New Jersey Insti-
tute of Technology and a Bachelor of
Arts from Washington and Lee Univer-
sity. In his spare time, Mr. Proctor is a
scuba instructor.

Held on Saturday, February 28, at the
Scotch Hills Country Club from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m.  Register from1/6-2/20 (maxi-
mum of 20 students). Fee is $45 per
person.

Manners Matter Workshop (Ages
7-12): This fun and interactive class
will teach participants the do’s and
don’ts of speaking with confidence,
conversational skills, telephone eti-
quette, proper greetings, first impres-
sions, party manners and much more.
(15 max)  Held on Tuesday, February
24, at the Scotch Hills Country Club
from 6 to 8 p.m.  Register between
January 13-February 17.  Fee is $30
per person.

Science Workshops (6-week pro-
gram): The program will cover differ-
ent topics each week with take home
experiments and will be held at the
Scotch Hills Country Club on  Wednes-
days, February 18, 25, March 3, 10, 17,
24 from 3:45-4:45 p.m. Registration
will take place from January 12 to
February 6. Fee: $70 per person.

 Kangaroo Workshop “Lets Hop to
it!” A fun way to learn how gears and
motors work.  You will build and take
home your own mechanical two-legged
jumping type.  Your own Kangaroo
has five types of walking speeds.  Date:
Saturday, January 17.

Medieval Castles Search for Buried
treasure Workshop: The Middle Ages-
Knighthood was in flower and moated
castles dotted the countryside. Learn
more about this time by exploring the
ruins of a medieval castle and uncov-
ering replicas of four ancient trea-
sures.  Date: Saturday, January 24.

Egyptian Dig-Buried Treasure Digs;
Children discover the amazing sci-
ence of archeology, uncover ancient
artifacts and learn about Egyptian life.
Date: Saturday, February 7.

Ski West Mountain/Gore Moun-
tain, Lake George, NY: March 5-7.
For Teens (13-18). Round trip trans-
portation to Lake George, NY.  Two
nights hotel accommodations at the
Lakeview Hotel in Lake George.  Four
meals are included as well as comple-
mentary refreshments upon arrival.
Free One-Day Beginner Lift/Lesson
Teen ticket or Snow Tubing ticket to
West Mountain on the second day.
Free use of ski equipment for the dura-
tion of the trip.  Quad: $199 per person.
Triple: $209 per person. Double: $219
per person.

Overnight Trips: Each year,
Mountainside, New Providence and
the Scotch Plains Recreation Depart-
ments jointly offer three overnight
excursions.  For 2004, the trips are
June (2-3 days) Essex, Conn. Septem-
ber (7 days) Nova Scotia Cruise which
includes stops at Newport, RI,  Halifax,
St. John and Portland, MN.  And in
October, Amish Ohio (4-5 days).

Scotch Plains RScotch Plains RScotch Plains RScotch Plains RScotch Plains Recreation Eventsecreation Eventsecreation Eventsecreation Eventsecreation Events
MARACAS I (Ages 3-5): Introduc-

tion to Spanish for children ages 3-5
and a parent.  Space is limited. For
further information, contact Amanda
at amgpanda@aol.com. Saturdays 1/
10-3/6 (not 2/14)  Held at Towne House
in Green Forest Park from 10 to 10:45
a.m. Fee is $125 per person.  Register
before 1/9.

 MARACAS CUENTOS (STO-
RIES): This interactive parent/child
program is based on stories, crafts and
songs in Spanish.  It is geared for all
levels.  Held at the Towne House on
Mondays 1/12-3/1 (no class 1/19 or 2/
16) at 3:30-4:15 p.m. or Tuesdays 1/6-
2/24 (no class 2/17) from 9:30-10:15
a.m.

Karate Skills: The Kids Karate pro-
gram is designed to be fun for young-
sters ages 6-15.  Dates are Tuesdays, 1/
13-3/16. Register from 1 2 / 2 3 -
1/7.  Fees for residents are $35 and
non-residents, $40.

Bowling (ages 5-14): This program
will be held on Mondays at 4 p.m. at
Linden Lanes on North Stiles Street in
Linden.  Children ages 5-7 will bowl in
a special bumper division.  $6 paid
each week at the Bowling Center.  Pro-
gram begins Monday January 12.

Babysitting Training (11-16): This
extensive one day course includes:
baby-sitting skills, growth & develop-
ment of infant through school age chil-
dren, Basic First Aid and CPR, fire
prevention and safety, the business of
babysitting and safety for the sitter.

NEW CHAIRMAN...Judge Roberto Alcazar administers the oath of office last
Sunday to the newly elected Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel G.
Estrada in Elizabeth. Mr. Estrada, of Elizabeth, assumes the seat as Chairman
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders for the year 2004. He is the first Latino
chairman appointed by the Freeholder Board. Holding the Bible are the
chairman’s wife Tere and his sons Jorge and Daniel. Pictured above, left to
right, are: Daniel, Tere and Jorge Estrada with Chairman Estrada and Judge
Alcazar.

NJ Stem Cell Research Bill
Signed Into Law by Governor

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROSECUTOR ACTS...Union County Prosecutor Theodore Romankow holds
a press conference last Friday in Elizabeth announcing action taken and follow-
up work in response to an investigation into a threat received against Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield. Pictured above from the left, are: Shai Goldstein,
Regional Director of the Anti-Defamation League; Mr. Romankow and Westfield
Police Chief Bernard Tracy.

WEST ORANGE – New Jersey
became the second state in the nation
to permit cutting-edge research on
human embryonic and human adult
stem cells when landmark legisla-
tion was signed into law by Governor
James McGreevey at a Sunday after-
noon ceremony held at Kessler Insti-
tute for Rehabilitation in West Or-
ange.

The measure (A-2840), sponsored
by Assembly members Neil Cohen,
John F. McKeon, Mims Hackett and
Joan Quigley, sanctions life-saving
medical research aimed at unlocking
cures for severe debilitating diseases.
The legislation also strictly prohibits
the cloning of human beings in New
Jersey.

“This significant advancement in
medical research could save lives.
Stem cell research projects conducted
by nationally and globally renowned
scientists also would further cement
New Jersey’s role as a national leader

in medical technology and scientific
research,” said Assemblyman Cohen
(D-Union).

NJ Future Presents
Environmental Facts
NEW JERSEY -- According to

New Jersey Future, development has
been ranked as the number one threat
to New Jersey’s environment and its
residents.

New Jersey will fall short of its  “mil-
lion acres” open space goal by one-
third, because it was not able to  buy it.

Nearly one-in-five homes in
Camden are vacant.

Every year, the state converts an-
other 18,000 acres or 28 square miles
to development, an area roughly two
times the size of Jersey City. People
are consuming land at roughly three
times the rate of population growth.

The New Jersey Future website is
www.njfuture.org.

 
 
 

An Informational Seminar about 
 

LONG-TERM  CARE 
 

                Thursday, January 28, 2004
                            6:30 to 8 pm.    

                             Sponsored by the  
       WEALTH PLANNING GROUP 

 
An Office of MetLife ® Financial Services 
Cranford Office Park (off Centennial & Myrtle Ave) 
65 Jackson Drive, 3rd Floor 
Cranford, NJ 07016 
 
For info & reservations: call Noel Brown @ 908-276-9942 x2673 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, New York, NY 10010  



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, January 8, 2004 Page 3

YOU CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE✔

UCC helped 
these grads change

their lives, 
Union County College graduates are successful 

doctors, lawyers, entrepreneurs, broadcast 
professionals, and business people.

Change your life ... register today.
Choose from over 90 Programs of Study 
plus English as a Second Language (ESL)

Spring classes begin January 21 (Register until Jan. 27)
Late Start classes begin February 10

For information call 908-709-7518 – or – visit us online at www.ucc.edu

PARTY FOR DEAN…Over 40 people attended a New Year for America
Howard Dean house party fundraiser at the home of Greg and Joanne Romer
in Westfield. This party was one of over 1,400 simultaneous house parties held
across the nation, which featured conference calls with Congressman Frank
Pallone, Governor James McGreevey, former Vice President Al Gore and
Governor Dean.

The Westfield Leader since 1890

A D V E R T I S I N G 2 0 0 4I N F O R M A T I O N

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times since 1959

This Is Westfield 2004
This spring, our 32nd annual This Is Westfield publication
will be mailed to every household in Westfield. Several thou-
sand additional copies will be mailed/distributed to others in
the region. It will published on goleader.com. It is a year-
round keepsake, reference and a gift for newcomers.

A must for business. Don't miss this special publication.
Order and submit your advertisement now.

For details, see www.goleader.com/04tiw
e-mail to sales@goleader.com, call (908) 232-4407

This Is Westfield features business, education, civic, gov-
ernment and cultural organizations. It is distributed by many
groups such as realtors, libraries and government.

Note to organizations: Update your contact information now
by filling out the form at www.goleader.com/04tiw.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MY MOM THE MAYOR...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr comforts her son,
Liam, during the excitement last Sunday as she was sworn into office along with
councilpersons Jack Molenaar and Donna Dolce before a large crowd at the
borough hall.

Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events
Bowling League: Children Leagues

are held Mondays at 4 p.m. for ages 5-
12 and Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. or
12:30 p.m. for the Bumper Program
available to Kindergarten, Pre-Kinder-
garten. The 12-week winter session
starts January 12.  A New Teen Bowling
Club is available for ages 13 to 15 on
Wednesdays at 4 p.m. Program starts
January 7.  Bowling Fee: $6/week.

Karate: Students will develop coor-
dination, flexibility, balance, and self-
confidence. Held on Wednesdays, Janu-
ary 7-February 25 from 4:30-5:30 p.m.
For ages 5-9. Fee: $35.

Yoga: Release tension, eliminate
stress, and just relax on Mondays from
February 2 through April 12 (exclud-
ing 2/16) from 7  to 8 p.m. Community
Room. Fee: $69

Teen Center: The Teen Center will
be open on select Friday evenings dur-
ing the school year from 7 to 11 p.m.
for all High School Students.  The teen
center is a safe and enjoyable alterna-
tive. Located in the municipal build-
ing.

The “Night Place”: This popular
program is offered to all resident inter-
mediate school youths. Held at Edison
Intermediate School from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. Activities include a Disc Jockey,
food, games, movies and dancing. The
cost is $2 in advance and $3 at the door.
The dates left for the coming school
year are as follows: 1/23, 2/20, 3/19, &
5/7.

Bill Cosby at NJPAC: Witness comic
genius, Bill Cosby and his insight on
family dynamics and relationships!
Held on Saturday, March 6 at 2 p.m.
Bus departs 12:30 p.m. Cost: $50.

Madame Tussands Wax Museum
in NYC: Trip includes tour of wax
museum and a delicious lunch at the
Iberia Tavern Restaurant. Monday,
March 15. Bus departs 9 a.m. Cost:
$69.

Sesame Street Live: Come see Elmo,
the Count, Cookie Monster, Big Bird,
Bert & Ernie and their friends on stage
Monday, April 12. Bus departs at 9:30
a.m. Cost: $20.

Woodloch Pines: Enjoy acres of
strolling hills in this Pocono resort
along with a family style dinner, and
an entertaining variety show on
Wednesday, May 26. (Day trip) Cost:
$59.

Guys & Dolls: This popular produc-
tion is set for Friday, July 16. Bus
departs 6:30 p.m. Cost: $55.

Winter Consignment Ski Lift Tick-
ets: Discount lift tickets are available
for Camelback, Shawnee Mountain,
Jack Frost/Big Boulder, Mountain
Creek, & Montage Mountain. Call for
details.

Please register for the above pro-
grams in person at: The Westfield Rec-
reation Department 425 East Broad St.
Westfield.  Office: (908) 789-4080.
Visit our Website: westfieldnj.net/
townhall/recreation

State DEM Committee Starts
NJ-DNC Delegate Process

TRENTON - The Democratic
State Committee announced the
official kick-off of its delegate
selection application process.
This will ultimately determine
New Jersey’s delegates to the
Democratic National Convention
this July in Boston - where del-
egates will officially nominate the
2004 Democratic presidential and
vice presidential candidates.

The information on the delegate
selection process is available at
www.njdems.org.

Members of the public may also
call Democratic State Headquar-
ters at (609) 392-3367 for more
details or to be sent information.

Each Democratic presidential
candidate will field a slate of del-
egates to be voted on in the June
2004 presidential primary, and the
current application process will
let each presidential campaign
know which members of the pub-
lic are interested in being on their
slate. In total, New Jersey will
send 144 delegates to the national
convention - including 88 who
are selected through the current
application process. The other
delegates consist of elected and
party officials, as dictated by
Democratic National Committee
rules.

Last year, the Democratic State
Committee released an Affirma-
tive Action and Outreach Plan that
serves as the cornerstone of the
party’s 2004 delegate selection
plan. This will assure that New
Jersey’s delegation reflect the di-
versity of New Jersey’s people.

“We encourage all people to
apply to be a delegate, even those
who have never been involved in

politics before but who care about
Democratic issues like education,
the environment, and fiscal re-
sponsibility,” said Assembly-
woman Bonnie Watson Coleman
of Mercer (D-15), chair of the
Democratic State Committee.
“We are doing our part to ensure
that the public is kept informed
about how to partake in this pro-
cess. The more people that are
involved in our party, the better.”

Citizens across New Jersey can
begin applying to be a delegate to
the Democratic National Conven-
tion beginning on January 5.

Aerial Inspections of
Power Lines to Take

Place in Local Region
AREA – Jersey Central Power &

Light (JCP&L) will be performing
aerial inspections of its overhead
transmission power lines in north-
ern and central New Jersey begin-
ning on January 5 and concluding
by Friday, January 9, weather per-
mitting. The patrols will be done by
helicopter and conducted by
AGROTORS Inc.

During the inspections customers
may notice helicopters in the vicini-
ties surrounding substations and
transmission lines. The helicopters
are white with red stripes with the
name AGROTORS printed in red
lettering.

The aerial inspections are per-
formed every six months.

Russell to be Featured
At WF SAR January
Meeting as Balladeer
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution will meet at 8 p.m. in the
community room of the Westfield
Municipal Building on Tuesday,
January 13. The meeting will feature
Linda Russell, prominent 18th cen-
tury balladeer.

Ms. Russell will present a concert
of folk music of colonial days ac-
companying herself on hammered
and mountain dulcimers, guitar and
penny whistle. In addition to ballads,
her program will include love songs,
broadsides, marches, drinking songs
and dance tunes. The meeting is be-
ing jointly sponsored by the Sons
and Daughters of the American Revo-
lution and is open to the public.

Parents of Future SP-F Pupils
Invited to Orientation Coffees

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Carol Choye has scheduled two
coffee hours for the parents of Pre-K
and Kindergarten students who will
enter the Scotch Plains-Fanwood pub-
lic schools in September.

The meetings are scheduled for
Wednesday, January 21, from 9 to
10:30 a.m. at McGinn Elementary
School, Roosevelt Avenue in Scotch
Plains, and for Wednesday, January
28, from 7 to 8 p.m. at School One
Elementary on Willow Avenue in

Scotch Plains.
These informal meetings are de-

signed to provide basic information
for the parents of incoming students
and to help alleviate their stress re-
garding the screening and registra-
tion processes.

Elementary principals, curriculum
supervisor, kindergarten teachers,
and school secretaries will be on
hand to answer questions and give
advice. For more information, con-
tact Kathleen Meyer,
klmeyer@spfk12.org.



Page 4  Thursday, January 8, 2004 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Fred K. Lecomte
MARKETING  DIRECTOR

The Westfield Leader

Member of:
 New Jersey Press Association

National Newspaper Association
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield Official Newspaper of the Borough of Fanwood
and the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368 • 1906 Bartle Avenue
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING & PRODUCTION

PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY BY WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: press@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

Scotch Plains – Fanwood

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Michelle H. Le Poidevin
A&E and EDUCATION

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Robert P. Connelly
MANAGER, BUSINESS SYSTEMS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Lauren S. Pass
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

TIMES
The

— Established 1959—

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zokor – A burrowing rodent that

looks like a mole rat
2. Culpon – A shred or splinter
3. Teff – A grain plant of Abyssinia

from which flour is made
4. Sarcoid – Like or consisting of flesh

TERGIVERSATE
1. To give a wavy form, margin, or

surface
2. To desert a cause
3. To please, charm or delight
4. To flatten or squash

SAPIENT
1. Restless; nervous
2. Wise; knowing
3. Dewy; moist
4. Not subject to corruption

TEREBINTH
1. A translucent quartz of leek-green

color
2. A medieval catapult for hurling

stones
3. A small European tree of the sumac

family. Turpentine tree.
4. A german helmet with a sharp metal

spike
DEBULLITION

1. Boiling over
2. A persistent ringing sound in the

inner ear
3. The shattering effect of a sudden

burst of energy, as in an explosion
4. A pulling or plucking off

Good Samaritans and Policemen of
Good Hearts Exist in Westfield

We can all be comforted knowing
that the human spirit is alive and well
in Westfield. When a sudden heart
attack stopped Irwin Bernstein’s rou-
tine work out, on Saturday, December
20, at the corner of Roger Avenue and
Boynton Avenue, he was immediately
attended by a passing motorist. The
Good Samaritan saw him running, saw
him fall, and raced over to begin CPR.

Seeing the situation, a second Good
Samaritan stopped to assist, using their
cell phone to call 911. The police ar-
rived on the scene two minutes after
receiving the call and were followed
by a prompt response from the Emer-
gency Squad. The Good Samaritans
told their story and left the scene with-
out leaving their names.

While the Good Samaritans moved
on and the Emergency Squad took Irwin
to Rahway hospital, the Westfield po-
lice officers, Morrison Kapka and Scott
Rodger, went door to door in search of
the identity of the man they had as-
sisted. When they came to Irwin’s home,
they spoke with Liela with kindness and
compassion. And, when it became clear
to them that the fallen man was likely to
be her beloved husband Irwin, they ac-

companied her to Rahway Hospital.
This was only the beginning.

Officers Kapka and Rodger refused
to leave Liela’s side until she was ac-
companied by friends, family and her
Rabbi — and until all administrative
details were handled at the hospital.

Officers Kapka and Rodger assisted
in contacting Liela’s Rabbi, coordi-
nated the timely conclusion of admin-
istrative details at the hospital and
insured Liela’s privacy to grieve. And,
the next day, officers Kapka and Rodger
made themselves available to the fam-
ily to discuss the details of the shock-
ing conclusion to Irwin’s life.

The human spirit is alive and well in
Westfield. The entire Bernstein fam-
ily would like to thank the anonymous,
compassionate Good Samaritans and
the professional, sensitive and com-
mitted officers Kapka and Rodger for
going above and beyond for our hus-
band, father, grandfather, and brother.

These acts of goodness and human-
ity provide great comfort to a grieving
family.

The Bernsteins
Westfield

Rabbi Thanks Police,
Clergy for Support

We, the staff and leadership of
Temple Emanu-El, want to express our
deep appreciation to the Police Depart-
ment of Westfield for their prompt,
sensitive, and above all completely pro-
fessional work during the course of a
serious recent incident involving the
Temple.

From the chief to the patrol officers,
every member of the department was
unfailingly devoted to our protection
and needs, and the calming demeanor of
every officer involved helped enor-
mously during a difficult time.

We also want to express our thanks to
the several Westfield churches and
clergy who called with offers of support
and prayer. We are fortunate to be among
the religious institutions of Westfield.

Douglas Sagal, Senior Rabbi
Temple Emanu-El

Westfield

Soldier Extends Thanks
For Recent Awards

I’d like to take this opportunity to
thank the American Legion for the medal,
certificate, and the Blue Star banner that
were presented to my parents on Decem-
ber 16. As I’m sure they told you, I was
unable to attend because I was aboard a
747 enroute to my current duty station,
Okinawa, Japan.

I’ve been assigned to the 12th Marine
Regiment, and will be working in the
Regimental S3 for my tour in Okinawa.
It’s comforting to know I have the sup-
port of my hometown while I’m sta-
tioned overseas, unaccompanied.

I look forward to stopping by the
American Legion when I return to the
states, sometime in December 2004.

Captain Matthew Gorbaty
Westfield

Former WF Mayor Disagrees
With Proposal to Sunset DWC

Westfield Reader Voices Support
For Proposal to Sunset DWC

William’s Peek’s letter in last week’s
Westfield Leader, calling for a thorough
review of the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration, should have the prompt atten-
tion of our town council.

In his letter, the writer has carefully
scrutinized the proposed 2004 budget of
the Downtown Westfield Corp. In list-
ing the various items, the figures speak
loud and clear. The message is obvious
for everyone to see, this organization
has outlived its usefulness and reached
the stage of an expensive bureaucracy.
The writer recommends transferring its

involvement to the Westfield Chamber
of Commerce, a sensible cost saving
solution for our town.

Mr. Peek should be complimented for
bringing this situation to our attention,
and the purpose of my letter is to voice
my strong support for his recommenda-
tion. As he suggested, it is indeed time
for the sun to set on the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, and I trust that
the Town Council can bring this about
without any undue delay.

Robert Furstner
Westfield

As the mayor who spent several years
bringing into being the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), the spe-
cial improvement district (SID) which
was created in my last months in of-
fice, I must disagree vehemently with
the proposal last week to
“sunset” or not continue
in existence the SID in
Westfield.

The SID was the cul-
mination of a lot of effort
by many people to pre-
serve our downtown, one
of the two features that
makes our town as popu-
lar as it is (the other, of
course being our fine
school system). In the
early 1980s many of us
assisted Springfield
Township authorities in
convincing the Planning
Board to turn down a mall
proposed for the present site of the
condos and stores at Springfield Av-
enue and Route 22. The process con-
tinued with the downtown committee
former mayor Rich Bagger appointed
to address downtown issues, followed
by application for, acceptance into and
successful execution of the national
MainStreet program.

I have said on a number of occasions
since, that creating the SID as the
process for keeping our downtown ac-
tive and vital was probably the most
important thing I did in five years as
mayor and 12 as councilman. I say it
again at the start of 2004.

The proposal to create a SID, a pro-
cess whereby real estate in a desig-
nated downtown area, is assessed ad-
ditional taxes to be used on the im-
provement of the area was not warmly
welcomed by a number of business
people and residents whose opinions I
and the then town council respected.
Indeed it took a number of months for
the entire town council to be persuaded
that the SID should be created.

But by the fall of 1996, the council
in a unanimous and bi-partisan vote
approved creation of the DWC. The
mayor and the town administrator sit
ex-officio on its board, and the SID
must and does come in to have their
proposed budget, spending and projects
reviewed and approved by the council.

I am not familiar with the elements
in the proposed 2004 budget. A couple
of observations however: From 40 plus
years experience and involvement with
non-profits in this town, including two
senior citizen housing complexes and
proposals for a community arts center
and using the Reeve house, there comes
a point in any complex project where

money has to be spent to do something
right and well; volunteer professional
help simply will not cut it.

That may be the reason for hiring an
outside professional to redo the down-
town web site. I personally look at

many web sites during a
week for many reasons,
and a poorly organized,
sloppy, unreadable, un-
workable one is a huge
turnoff. Others more fa-
miliar with web sites can
comment further on the
costs of creating a web
site worthy of Westfield.

The need for assured
cash flow to get things
done is why we have real
estate taxes in the first
place, and why churches
want commitments and
pledges. With all respect
to the efforts of many

unpaid volunteers running the Cham-
ber of Commerce over past decades,
they could not afford anything except
by passing the tin cup. The holiday
decorations, until a few years ago,
were an example of erratic and sub par
results from voluntary contributions.
(Anyone remember the Continental
Congress of 1775-1789?) Now a board
created by the town, consisting of mer-
chants, property owners and residents
can come up with ideas and assured
financing to protect the continued
health of our downtown.

Newcomers may not be aware of the
malaise in downtown Westfield in the
late 80s and early 90s. While the actual
percentage of vacant stores and busi-
ness square footage was small, promi-
nent vacancies made a huge adverse
impact on residents and others. Philo-
sophically I wish we still had some of
the mom and pop stores that were here
when I came in 1959, but I will take
mall-type stores any time over vacan-
cies.

The popularity of this community,
and the attendant multi-digit increase
in property values, has many causes;
surely our vibrant downtown, parking
problems notwithstanding, must be one
of them. Sunseting the SID would be
one of the most unfortunate actions the
council could take, a giant step back-
ward two or more decades. If there are
bad proposals or bad decisions about
how to spend the money, criticize,
revise, amend or delete them. That is
how the process is supposed to work.
But do not throw the prosperous and
growing baby out with the bath.

Bud Boothe
Former Mayor

Westfield

Bud Boothe

NJ Technical Renaissance Looms,
But Ethics is a Must With Stem Cells

Westfield Appointments Announced For 2004
The following appointments were

made on January 6, 2004 for the Town of
Westfield to fill open positions.

Council Committees
Public Safety, Transportation, &

Parking Committee: Rafael Betancourt,
Chairman; Mark Ciarrocca, Vice-Chair-
man; Andrew Skibitsky; James Foerst.

Finance Policy Committee: Peter
Echausse, Chairman; Larry Goldman,
Vice-Chairman; Mark Ciarrocca; Sal
Caruana

Public Works Committee: Andrew
Skibitsky, Chairman; Joanne Neylan,
Vice-Chairman; Larry Goldman; Rafael
Betancourt.

Code Review & Town Property
Committee: Sal Caruana, Chairman;
James Foerst, Vice-Chairman; JoAnn
Neylan; Peter Echausse

Chamber of Commerce Liaison:
Rafael Betancourt.

Board of Education Liaisons: James
Foerst, Mark Ciarrocca.

Second Senior Citizens Housing
Corporation Liaison: Mayor Greg
McDermott.

PANDA Liaison: JoAnn Neylan.
Union County League of Munici-

palities Liaison: Mayor Greg
McDermott; Rafael Betancourt, Alt.

County Cross Link Liaison: Larry
Goldman.

Other Appointments
Planning Board: James Foerst (Coun-

cil Liaison) December 31, 2004; Will-
iam Cariste December 31, 2007; Matt
Nilsen, Alt #2 December 31, 2005; Brian
Power (Mayor’s Designee) December
31, 2004; Kenneth B. Marsh, Class II
December 31, 2004.

Board of Adjustment: Larry
McDermott December 31, 2007; Don
Lane (to fill unexpired term) December
31, 2005; Chris Masciale December 31,

2007; Lori Duffy (to fill unexpired term)
December 31, 2004; Dan Clifford – Alt.
#1 (to fill unexpired term) December 31,
2004; Paul Zoides – Alt.#2 December
31, 2005.

Special Improvement District
Board: Joseph Spector December 31,
2006; Richard Fromkin December 31,
2006; Larry Goldman (Council Desig-
nee) December 31, 2004; Frank Arena
(Mayor Designee) December 31, 2004;
John Morgan (Administrator’s Desig-
nee) December 31, 2004.

Employee Appointments: Town At-
torney Robert Cockren December 31,
2004; Municipal Prosecutor Christine
Nugent December 31, 2004; Public De-
fender Robert Stahl December 31, 2004;
Labor Attorney Frederick Danser III
December 31, 2004; Official Newspa-
per The Westfield Leader December 31,
2004.

Board of Health: Trudy Burke De-
cember 31, 2007; Thomas O’Neill De-
cember 31, 2007; Jose Davila, Alt. #1
December 31, 2005; Joel Rock, Alt. #2
December 31, 2005; Mark Ciarrocca
(Council Liaison) December 31, 2004.

Recreation Commission: Jim
Marvin, Chairman December 31, 2004;
Jim Marvin December 31, 2006; Chris
Carson December 31, 2006; Loren
Weinstein December 31, 2006; Tom
Ripperger, Alt. #2 December 31, 2006;
Andy Skibitsky (Council Liaison) De-
cember 31, 2004.

Historic Preservation Commission:
Elizabeth List December 31, 2007; Eric
Diddel December 31, 2007; Robert
Braulatelli (to fill unexpired term) De-
cember 31, 2006; Joseph Biren Decem-
ber 31, 2007; Pat Hall, Alt. #1 (to fill
unexpired term) December 31, 2004;
John Ryan, Alt. #2 December 31, 2005.

Board of Architectural Review:
Mary Stewart December 31, 2006; Mary
Alice Ryan December 31, 2006.

Tree Preservation Commission:
Anthony Cerami December 31, 2006;
JoAnn Neylan (Council Liaison) De-
cember 31, 2004.

Town Historian: Elizabeth List De-
cember 31, 2005.

Westfield Housing Commission:
Anthony Attanasio, ex-officio Decem-
ber 31, 2004; Cara Foerst, ex-officio
December 31, 2004; Karen Trzesniowski
December 31, 2004; Katherine Clifford
December 31, 2004; Elizabeth Nilsen
December 31, 2004

Memorial Library Board: Denis B.
Cummings December 31, 2008; Peter
Echausse (Mayor’s Designee) Decem-
ber 31, 2004.

TV Advisory Board: Perry Soldati
December 31, 2006; Mark Harbaugh
December 31, 2006; Jeanne McCurdy
December 31, 2006; Sal Caruana (Coun-
cil Liaison) December 31, 2004.

Local Assistance Board: Aidene
O’Keefe December 31, 2007; Elizabeth
Nilsen December 31, 2007.

Sharing Committee: Larry
McDermott December 31, 2004; Dani
Holder, Alternate December 31, 2004.

Insurance Advisory Board: Anthony
Attanasio (to fill unexpired term) De-
cember 31, 2004; Mark Swingle Decem-
ber 31, 2006.

Solid Waste Advisory Board: Jim
Aiello, Delegate December 31, 2004;
John Salerno, Alternate December 31,
2004.

UC Transportation Advisory Board:
Robert Castelo, Delegate December 31,
2004.

Cultural & Heritage Program: Olga
Vargas, Delegate December 31, 2004.

Advisory Board: Eugenia Cline, Al-
ternate December 31, 2004.

Air Traffic Advisory Board: Jerome
Feder, Delegate December 31, 2004;
Rosemary Millet, Alternate December
31, 2004.

The recent successful landing of NASA’s Spirit
Rover on Mars and the return of thought-provoking
photographs to Earth buoys hope for a renaissance in
engineering and science technology — in our view,
that which seemed to have been slipping from our
society over the last two decades. Unfortunately,
ethics of many have slipped as well during that
period. Is there a coincidence?

Except for the 1997 success of the Mars Path-
finder, dismal failures of missions to Mars occurred
– leaving the distant triumph of Viking missions in
1976 as perhaps our last known example of properly
applied engineering management and technology.

The Viking mission landed two spacecrafts on Mars
27 years ago, which was the first successful landing of
a spacecraft on another planet. The crafts were de-
signed to last 90 days but functioned for four years.

In the 1990s, the meaning of the term technology
was distorted by Wall Street to mean things that were
represented by “dot.com,” web page development
and hyperlinks. Price/Earnings ratios were scoffed
at and ethics was left to the weak. Many people made
a lot of money with that myth and moral excursion
before the collapse. And there are bodies lying
around from it – weakened companies that were
once towers of strength such as Lucent Technologies
– and dismal examples of corruption, such as Enron
and many others. Too bad also, that we still have
examples ongoing as in Parmalat and Martha — and
in the leadership of the self-administered Wall Street
securities and exchange.

A web page designer never landed a spacecraft on
Mars, but they certainly help us stay informed of
events. With this perspective, we should now re-

member that technology means many things much
more preeminent and far-reaching – such as repre-
sented by the fields of physics, chemistry, thermody-
namics, biology and mathematics – as denoted by
subjects such as stoichiometry, string  theory, strength
of materials, Laplace Transforms, quantum mechan-
ics, atomic absorption and postsynaptic membrane.

With understandings such as this, coupled with
vision held fast by ethics, our society can accomplish
many dreams, otherwise not thought possible. New
Jersey, and this particular area, has been filled with
vision, dreams, inventors and accomplishments –
much more so than most areas of the world.

We may have stumbled a bit in vision or ethics
when AT&T in Murray Hill as the co-inventor of
fiber optics no longer makes cable – but has sold it
to the Chinese and the Japanese; when Johnson &
Johnson will no longer make Band-Aids in New
Jersey as production has been shipped to Brazil; or
as when companies such as IBM and Comcast
transfer software development to India.

But is New Jersey on the brink of technology
renaissance with the impending stem cell research
industry and all the good that this can mean in inner
space and with the lives of people? Our drug compa-
nies have always been the best, and now it seems that
our ability to innovate might become so with regen-
erative medicine.

In this endeavor of stem cell research, we certainly
need to maintain our vision and understanding of
technology along with a firm commitment to ethics.
The level of ethics from the past decade, which have
been applied to the “dot.coms” certainly has to be
strengthened in the arena of stem cell research.

Resident Speaks Out
On Hatred Toward
Temple Emanu-el

I have lived in Westfield for over 40
years. I can understand the feelings of
the people who live behind the Temple
Emanu-El in not wanting a parking lot
behind them. What I cannot understand
is the vitriol and hatred coming from
people who do not even live near the
Temple. People of good will are allowed
to disagree without losing the sense that
we are all brothers after all.

Stella Fresco Liebesman
Westfield

Assemblywoman Stender Thanks
Residents for Help With Food Drive

I would like to thank the residents of
the 22nd District for joining the fight
against hunger and making the Holi-
day Food Drive held at my office such
a wonderful success. I was over-
whelmed by the generosity exhibited
by the residents of our community. I
applaud the enthusiasm, support and
compassion demonstrated towards the
less fortunate members of our commu-
nity.

All donations were contributed to
the Community Food Bank of New
Jersey, the state’s largest provider of
donated food to charities. They are
responsible for distributing donated
materials to soup kitchens, shelters,
and thousands of food pantries across
New Jersey.

I would also like to remind residents
that my legislative office is a perma-
nent drop off for the Community Food
Bank. All residents in the surrounding
area are welcome to donate any of
these much needed food items to my
office located at 1801 East Second
Street, Scotch Plains or call (908) 668-
1900.

The well being of many of the less
fortunate members of our community
is dependent upon the support of chari-
table individuals and organizations. I
thank everyone who has donated food
in the past and look forward to your
continued generosity.

Linda Stender
Assemblywoman,

District 22

Amused, Westfielder
Got Nabbed by the
Town Meter Maid

I enjoy reading about the esca-
pades of fellow Westfielder’s regard-
ing the “horrors” of parking tickets
in downtown Westfield. Little did I
know that I would become part of the
fray, as well.

This past Saturday, while I was
illegally parked adjacent to Sherry’s,
I received the dreaded “parking
ticket” from Meter Maid #2019.
What’s amusing about this is that the
hatch of my wagon was open, emer-
gency hazard lights were blinking,
and a chair was almost “hanging
out” of my car’s tailgate.

I was in the middle of loading up
two chairs purchased from Sherry’s
in connection with their “going out
of business” sale. During the three or
four minutes I was in the store, I got
“nabbed”.

In disbelief, I had a good laugh and
went on my way. A warning to all —
beware of the Meter Maid.

Mike Rosenberg
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
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PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help
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Don’t forget to ask about 
Valley’s Kids First Savings Club.SM
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Free Checking.  Perfected.

© 2004 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. 

Unlimited perfection!
Unlimited checking with no minimum balance. 

No monthly service charge for 1st year. Still free after 
1 year by maintaining a $99 minimum daily balance.

Although this offer is for new account holders only, 
we have similar great options for our current customers. 

…with perfectly free stuff!!
Free Valley Check Cardsm…free fi rst order of Deluxe 

wallet style checks…free on-line banking and bill payment.

It’s the Perfect Switchsm!!!
Valley has a free and easy solution to move your banking 
accounts to us. Visit one of Valley’s 129 offi ces for details.

Valley’s 
Perfect Switchsm took 

the hassle out of 
moving from my 

old bank. 

MAKE TAX-FREE GIFTS

The IRS allows you to give away up to $11,000 each year to
as many people as you want, without triggering gift tax.  If you and
your spouse “split” your gifts, you can double this $11,000 annual gift-
tax exclusion and give $22,000 per recipient. If you’re thinking of
sharing your wealth, here are some important gift-giving
considerations:

.  All gifts during the year, including birthday and holiday
presents, count toward  the $11,000 (or $22,000) annual gift tax
exclusion.  For example, say you give a $500 birthday present to your
grandchild, you may give another $10,500 to that grandchild during
the year without triggering the need for a gift tax return.

.  A gift made by check isn’t complete until the recipient
actually deposits or cashes the check.  Plan accordingly when making
year-end gifts, especially if you want such gifts to be counted toward
this year’s gift-tax exclusion.

.  For a gift to be valid, you must part with ownership.  Pay
special attention to  gifts of stock in the family business or gifts of
your personal residence.

.  Carefully consider the type of asset before you give it
away.  Property that has substantially appreciated in value may not be
a good candidate for giving.  Keeping it may allow for a step-up in
basis in your estate.  If you own stock, or other property, that has
declined in value since you acquired it, you may be  better off selling
the property and giving away the proceeds.  Giving away a life
insurance policy can be an excellent strategy, but it’s subject to some
tricky rules.

Of course, you should never make a substantial gift unless
you can afford  to part  with the property.  And any gift-giving program
should be part of an overall estate plan. Call us if you’d like assistance
with your gift and estate planning.

Sean Duffy, CPA
328 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ  07076
908-490-1875
sduffycpa@erols.com

Paid Bulletin Board

DO YOU HAVE TO
GO TO COURT?

JON M. BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

Personal Injury Law

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ

MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

AT T O R N E Y A T LA W

Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.

Specializing in:

EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES &

SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS

REAL ESTATE & LAND USE

ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

Hersh,  Ramsey  &  Berman, P.C.

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

973.267.9600     FAX: 973.984.1632
tjardim@hrb-nj.com         www.hrb-nj.com

FREEHOLDER OATH...Being re-elected to his third term, Alexander Mirabella
of Fanwood takes the oath of office as Union County Freeholder last Sunday in
Elizabeth. Assemblyman Neil Cohen administers the oath. Mr. Mirabella is
joined by his wife Phyllis and their children Alex and Micayla.

James DeRose Named
As Mountainside Judge

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mr. James
DeRose was appointed Municipal
Judge for the Borough of Mountainside
in a ceremony at borough hall on Janu-
ary 6. The Honorable
Walter Barisonek, a Judge
of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, swore in Mr.
DeRose.

Mr. DeRose and his
family have been resi-
dents of Mountainside
for 22 years. During that
time, he has been a rep-
resentative on the
Borough’s Local Ethics
Committee, Historic
Committee and 100th
Anniversary Committee.
Most recently, Mr.
DeRose has served as the
Assistant Prosecutor for the Borough.

“It’s rewarding to be entrusted with
the responsibility for handling the
variety of cases that will come be-
fore me,” said Judge DeRose. “I’m

honored, and look forward to serving
the community of Mountainside in
this new capacity.”

 Mr. DeRose is a partner at the
Westfield law firm of
Lindabury, McCormick
& Estabrook where he
practices in the areas of
automotive law, prod-
uct liability, commercial
litigation, and regula-
tory matters relating to
the automotive industry.
He also represents ma-
chine, tool, and elec-
tronics manufacturers
and distributors as well
as numerous insurers.
Mr. DeRose is certified
by the New Jersey Su-
preme Court as a Civil

Trial Attorney, and is admitted to
practice before the U.S. Supreme
Court, the Third Circuit Court of
Appeals, and the U.S. District Court,
District of New Jersey.

James DeRose

Westfielder Joseph McCabe
Earns Rank of Eagle Scout

HIGHEST HONORS…Eagle Scout Joseph McCabe, center, is flanked by his
brothers Andrew and David McCabe, left, and his parents Cheryl and Steven
McCabe, right.

WESTFIELD – Joseph McCabe
of Westfield has earned the highest
award bestowed by the Boy Scouts
of America, the rank of Eagle Scout.
A member of Troop 73 of the Holy
Trinity Church since the sixth grade,
Joe served during his scouting career
as Assistant Patrol Leader, Patrol
Leader, Senior Patrol Leader and
Junior Assistant Scoutmaster.

He earned the rigorous 50-Miler
award twice: afoot at Philmont Scout
Ranch in New Mexico, and afloat
whitewater canoeing on the Dela-
ware River. Joe represented
Westfield’s Boy Scouts in honoring
the Twin Tower victims at the 2002

Memorial Day ceremony.
For his Eagle project, Joe improved

two areas in Tamaques Park in
Westfield. He made a walking path
about the pond and repaired and re-
placed signs on the baseball fields.

Joe is the son of Steven and Cheryl
McCabe. Joe’s older brothers also
are Eagle Scouts. Andrew McCabe
earned his Eagle Rank in 1996 and
David earned his in 1998.

Joe graduated from Westfield High
School in 2003, where he was an
honor student, a varsity wrestler and
on the spring track team. He is cur-
rently a freshman at the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst.

Former FW Mayor Jung
Recounts Public Service

Editor’s Note: Mayor Jung’s speech
was edited for space considerations.

It has been somewhat of a tradition
that a retiring Fanwood Mayor makes
farewell remarks at this last meeting.
How does one summarize 10-1/2 years
as mayor and councilman in a matter of
minutes? But I’ll try!

I have lived in Fanwood for over 29
years, over half of my adult life. For 22
of those 29 years it has been a pleasure,
an honor, and most of all, a privilege to
serve the residents of Fanwood.

I served on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education for 12 years, 1978-
1990. I have served on the Fanwood
Council for two full terms, after being
selected in mid 1993 to serve out an un-
expired term. During my 6-1/2 years on
council, I served on each of the council’s
six committees. Then came the extraor-
dinary privilege of serving as Fanwood’s
Mayor from January 1, 2000, to the
present.

I was appointed to the council in Au-
gust 1993 to fill the last six months of
Frank Rossi’s term, since Frank had
moved to Scotch Plains. From that point,
I have served with 17 different council
members and two mayors. I would like
to name them all. In 1993 they were
mayor and future freeholder and Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender, future mayor
Maryanne Connelly, future council presi-
dent Bruce Walsh, Kevin McGonigle,
Andy MacDonald, and future council
president Bill Populus; they were fol-
lowed by Don Kolterjahn, Chet Lindsey,
Karen Schurtz, Stu Kline, future council
president Joel Whitaker, Kathy Mitchell,
Tom Ryan, Cindy Swindlehurst, Carol
Wood, David Trumpp, Michael Brennan,
and Andy Calamaras.

I learned something from every one of
them and remember them all for many
different personal and professional reasons.
It was a pleasure to work with them all.

As mayor, I always tried to: be dedi-
cated and hard working; have a credo of
being truthful, fair and honest; give bi-
partisan leadership, where all opinions
are valued and respected, with no acri-
mony involved — and an “agree to dis-
agree now let’s move on” philosophy. I
had bi-partisan representation on all
boards, commissions, and committees.

I have enjoyed working with our very
capable professional staff – Administra-
tor/Clerk Eleanor McGovern is a con-
summate professional, always at the
ready with answers and information re-
quired. CFO Barbara Brennan and Tax
Collector Colleen Huehn complete an
excellent, well-run administrative that
works so well as a unit. Ray Manfra, our
DPW Director, nobody does it better.
And Ray has been at it for over 41 years!

Over my 10-1/2 years, I was able to
work with three excellent police chiefs –
Tony Parenti, Bob Carboy, and Don
Domanoski – three different styles, but
with the same end result – a top notch,
well respected police force for Fanwood.

I’ll have fond memories of the Sep-
tember Fanny Wood Days, the holiday
celebration in December — and for the
last two years, the June Spring Street
Fair. We built Fanny Wood Day, a great
idea by Mayor Maryanne Connelly, into
a traditional event each year.

We completed many capital projects
the last several years. I would like to
mention a few – (1) The purchase and
installation of unique, Victorian street
lamps for the downtown, including life-
time maintenance by PSE&G. (2) We
enlarged and upgraded South Avenue
Train Station parking lot, including a
new agreement with NJ Transit. (3) We
upgraded ball fields and the drainage
system at Forest Road Park. (4) We
initiated programs repairing or replac-
ing sidewalks damaged by borough trees.
(5) A $400,000 federal grant for storm
water sewers was obtained. (6) The For-
est Road Park building was just dedi-
cated on December 23.

This mayor and council in the last
three years formally established a Shared
Services Coordinating Council with the
Township of Scotch Plains and the Board
of Education. This is unique  — one of a
kind in New Jersey.

We saved taxpayer dollars by refi-
nancing our bond obligations to take
advantage of 2003 low interest rates.

However, I believe our most impor-
tant work was committing to the open
process that resulted in adopting by ordi-
nance a Downtown Redevelopment Plan
for our core commercial block bounded
by Martine, South, and LaGrande Av-
enues, and Second Street. The status quo
for our downtown is unacceptable be-
cause we’ll be falling behind neighbor-
ing towns as they move forward. We

must pursue the absolutely necessary
Downtown Redevelopment Plan. We
must clean up the areas along Second
and LaGrande, and rebuild the stores on
South Avenue, while negotiating with a
developer for the best possible deal for
Fanwood.

My hope is that the next mayor and
council will move forward with the plan.

The tragic events of September 11th,
2001, and being mayor, gave me a new
and closer perspective of our emergency
response people in Fanwood. Our rescue
squad, volunteer fire department, and
police department do a terrific job pro-
viding their necessary services. This dedi-
cated group can respond to any local
emergency in less than two minutes!

I have experienced the joy of marching
in the Memorial Day parade, but also the
solemnity of participating in Memorial
Day and Veterans Day services. I had the
chance to perform 26 weddings, and the
great opportunity to be a member of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerium.
What a wonderful experience it was to
work with our local clergy and other civic
leaders and participate in services at
Thanksgiving, National Day of Prayer
and Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

I will remember all the people I’ve
met, helped, or worked with. People and
memories are what it’s all about, and I
have hundreds of them!

I want to thank my family – Nancy,
my wife, Diane and Debbie, my daugh-
ters — especially Nancy, for making the
sacrifices necessary for me to serve as
mayor, on the council and on the board
of education.

I would particularly like to thank the
council that sits here this evening who
have served with dedication and energy.
And a special thank you to council presi-
dent Joel Whitaker and councilman
David Trumpp. I want to thank Joel for
serving six years on council and David
for his nearly two years. This council’s
commitment to do what’s best for
Fanwood was evident in every decision
made, or idea or vision put forward.

I received a Christmas card this year
in which the person commented, “Lou,
Fanwood is better for your service”. I’m
sure all my council colleagues past and
current have received similar comments.
And this is the best we can hope for, that
people feel we have made Fanwood an
even better community.

It has been an extraordinary privilege
and honor to serve as the 25th Mayor of
Fanwood these past four years.

Fanwood Mayor Louis C. Jung

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PACKED HOUSE...The overflow crowd watches intently during the reorgani-
zation meeting at the Westfield Municipal Building on Tuesday night.

Governor Filed Nominations For
Union County Individuals

TRENTON — Governor James
McGreevey submitted the following nomi-
nations of individuals from Union County
to the State Senate in December. The
nominations are subject to senate consent.

Local Finance Board: The nominate
for appointment is Charlotte DeFilippo
of Hillside.

Catastrophic Illness In Children Re-
lief Fund Commission: The nominate
for reappointment is Janice Prontnicki,
MD of Mountainside.

New Jersey Election Law Enforce-
ment Commission: The nominate for

appointment is Mr. Jerry English, Esq.
of Summit.

State Health Planning Board: The
nominate for appointment is Craig
Hrinkevich of Westfield to fill vacancy.
The nominate for reappointment is Su-
san Olszewski of Plainfield. The nomi-
nate for appointment is Patricia Perkins-
Auguste of Elizabeth to fill vacancy.

Union County Board Of Taxation:
The nominate for appointment is Melanie
Selk of Roselle Park to fill vacancy. The
nominate for reappointment is Anthony
Amalfe of Roselle.
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– Obituaries –
DEATH NOTICE

Rachel Sullivan, 98, Watercolorist;
Art Teacher at Roosevelt School

Rachel Sullivan

Dorothy Mitchell, 86, Was Deaconess;
Active With Multiple Sclerosis Society

Dorothy E. Mitchell, 86, of
Westfield died on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 30, at Westfield Center-Genesis
ElderCare in Westfield.

Born in Toledo, Ohio, she had
lived in Birmingham, Mich., prior to
moving to Westfield in 2001.

Mrs. Mitchell had been employed
for a number of years with the J.L.
Hudson Department Store in De-
troit, Mich.

A member of the First Presbyte-
rian Church in Birmingham, she
served as a deaconess and a member
of the choir. She also was active with
the Birmingham Village Players and
served on the board of the Multiple
Sclerosis Society of Michigan in
Birmingham.

Mrs. Mitchell attended Albion

Rachel Mather Sullivan, 98, of
Seminary Manor in Galesburg, Ill.,
died there on Sunday, December 7.

She was born on July 19, 1905 in
Sewickley, Pa., to Roy and Emma
Hammersmith Mather. She married
Captain Robert J. Sullivan on Octo-
ber 29, 1931 in New York City, N.Y.
He preceded her in death in the disas-
ter at the Concord Naval Weapons
Station, formerly Port Chicago, in
San Francisco Bay, Calif. in 1944
during World War II.

Surviving are two
daughters and a son-
in-law, Caroline
Ellingwood and her
husband, Jack, of
Galesburg, Ill. and
Sally Sullivan of Madi-
son, N.J., two grand-
children and three
great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in
death by one brother
and five sisters.

Mrs. Sullivan attended schools in
Sewickley, Pa. and received a Bach-
elor of Fine Arts degree in illustra-
tion from Carnegie Institute of Tech-
nology (now Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity) in 1926. She completed her
art education studies at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh, Columbia Univer-
sity and Rutgers University.

She was an art teacher in Washing-
ton, Pa. and New Rochelle, N.Y., and
also was a freelance artist in New
York City. Additionally, she wrote
and illustrated two children’s books.
After moving to Westfield in 1931,
she taught art at Roosevelt Junior
High School for four years. She was

the elementary school Art Supervi-
sor in Westfield from 1944 until her
retirement in 1976.

Over the years, Mrs. Sullivan re-
ceived many awards for her artwork.
In 1961, she took a six-month sab-
batical leave to travel through En-
gland, France, Holland, Italy and
Spain in order to develop her skills as
a watercolor artist. Upon her return,
the Westfield Board of Education
held an exhibit of her work, which

included more than 40
paintings.

After her retirement
from the Westfield
school system, she
taught adult education
courses in pottery. She
also volunteered at the
Westfield Day Care
Center for several years
until moving to
Galesburg, Ill. in 1994.

She was a member of
the First Congrega-

tional Church of Westfield and the
Fortnightly Club of Westfield.

Cremation was accorded. Arrange-
ments were by the Hinchliff-Pearson-
West Galesburg Chapel. A private
family service will be held at the
Naperville Cemetery in Illinois at a
later date.

Memorials may be made to the
Rachel Mather Sullivan Scholarship
Fund, which will be established for a
graduating high school student wish-
ing to pursue study in the field of art,
and may be sent in care of The
Westfield Foundation, P.O. Box 2295,
Westfield, N.J. 07091.

January 8, 2004

James R. Williams, 76, Science Teacher;
Also Enjoyed Antiques and Saxophone
James R. Williams, 76, of

Plainfield died on Monday, Decem-
ber 29, at his home.

Born in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., he had
lived in Woodbridge before moving
to Plainfield 32 years ago. He also
maintained a residence in Brielle.

Mr. Williams had been a science
teacher at Park Middle School in
Scotch Plains for 35 years prior to
retiring in 1990. He was formerly
employed as a science teacher at
Fords Junior High School. He had
also taught teacher workshops at
Fairleigh Dickinson University in
Madison until 2000.

Additionally, he was an antiques
collector and refinisher and worked
as a dealer at the Point Pleasant
Antique Emporium.

He was a member of the National
Association of Science Teachers of
America; the National Education
Association; the New Jersey Educa-
tion Association, and the Union
County Education Association.

Mr. Williams was co-creator and
director of Theater 65 in Woodbridge
and assisted in the production of
many musicals and variety shows at
Park Middle School. He also played
the saxophone in the former Billy
Mann’s Band.

He received his Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Education from Kings
College in Wilkes-Barre; a master’s
degree in science from Antioch Uni-
versity in Yellow Springs, Ohio, and
another master’s degree in creative
arts from Rutgers University in New
Brunswick.

Mr. Williams served as a Yeoman
First Class in the United States Navy
during World War II and the Korean
Conflict.

He was predeceased by a grand-
son, Joseph, in 1995.

Surviving are his wife, Gail
Muccilli Williams; two sons, Tho-
mas P. Williams and James M. Wil-
liams, both of Rhode Island; three

daughters, Anne M. Robinson and
Patricia G. St. Amant, both of Rhode
Island, and Kathleen M. Rose of
Connecticut, and 13 grandchildren.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
January 3, from the Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Mass followed at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Cremation was private.

Memorial donations may be made
to Haven Hospice, in care of the JFK
Medical Center Foundation, 80 James
Street, Edison 08818 or to the
Alzheimer’s Association, Greater
New Jersey Chapter, 400 Morris
Avenue, Suite 251, Denville 07834.

January 8, 2004

College in Albion, Mich. and was a
member of the PEO Sorority.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, John Mitchell, in 1977, and by
a daughter, Victoria, in 1972.

Surviving are a daughter, Marilyn
Ainslie of Westfield; a son, Stuart
Mitchell of Howell, Mich.; a brother,
Robert Stuart of Palm Harbor, Fla.,
and four grandchildren.

A service was held on Saturday,
January 3, at the William R.
Hamilton, Bell Chapel in Birming-
ham, Mich. Interment was at the
White Chapel Memorial Cemetery
in Troy, Mich.

Local arrangements were by the
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

January 8, 2004

Salvatore Ferrara, 78, Navy Veteran;
Owned Local Refrigeration Company
Salvatore N. Ferrara, 78, of

Hamilton died on Wednesday, De-
cember 31, at Morristown Memorial
Hospital in Morristown.

Born in Newark, he had been a
resident of Scotch Plains for 30 years
and of Bedminster for 16 years, prior
to moving to Hamilton a short time
ago.

Mr. Ferrara was the owner of Ac-
curate Refrigeration in Scotch Plains.
He had earlier been a service man-
ager for 23 years with the Admiral
Corporation in Rutherford before his
retirement in 1978.

He was a United States Navy vet-
eran of World War II, stationed in
Trinidad, and was a member of the
Knights of Columbus in Scotch
Plains.

Surviving are his wife, Louise
Lucarelli-Lizza Ferrara; seven sons,
Gregory, Nicholas, Paul, Salvatore,
Jr., Peter, Steven and Mark; two
daughters, Laura and Joan; five step-
children, Rosanne, Diana, Marissa,
Jody and Ferdinand; a sister, Phyllis
Ferraro of Colorado, and 30 grand-
children.

Funeral services were held on Tues-
day, January 6, from the Dangler
Funeral Home in Morris Plains. A
Mass followed at St. Elizabeth’s
Church in Far Hills. Entombment
took place at the Gate of Heaven
Cemetery in East Hanover.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Matheny School and
Hospital, Main Street, Peapack
07977.

January 8, 2004

Helen C. Bryant, 76, Was Member
Of Woman’s Club For 30 Years

Helen C. Bryant, 76, of Westfield
died on Thursday, January 1, at her
home.

Born and raised in Orange, she
lived in Westfield since 1962.

Mrs. Bryant was a 30-year mem-
ber of the Woman’s Club of Westfield
and was Chairwoman of its Scholar-
ship Committee.

During World War II, she made
radios for the war effort at the Gen-
eral Motors plant in Linden.

She had also worked as a tele-
phone operator for Bell Telephone.

She was predeceased by her hus-

band, Colonel Lawrence H. Bryant,
in 2001.

Surviving are two sons, Laurens P.
Bryant and Lieutenant Colonel Tho-
mas H. Bryant, and three granddaugh-
ters.

Services were held on Tuesday,
January 6, at the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield Rescue Squad, P.O.
Box 356, Westfield 07091.

January 8, 2004

Melvin K. Amack, 92
Melvin K. Amack, 92, of Westfield

died on Wednesday, December 31, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in Eldorado Springs, Mo., he
lived in Westfield since 1950.

Mr. Amack had been self-em-
ployed as the owner of The Shell
Station (Mel’s Shell) in Westfield for
more than 30 years before his retire-
ment in 1973. After retiring from his
Shell Station, he was a self-employed
antique dealer in Westfield.

He was predeceased by a daugh-
ter, Anita Chamberlin, in 2000.

Surviving are his wife of 66 years,
Mary Amack; three daughters, Carol
St. John of Whiting, Christine Mc
Caffery of Nesquehoning, Pa. and
Sandra Julius of Toms River; a sister,
Marcella Salters of Salem, Ore.; 10
grandchildren and four great-grand-
children.

There will be no visitation and all
services will be held out of state.

Arrangements are by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

January 8, 2004
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Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED
VIRGIN: (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you
are my mother. Oh Mary, con-
ceived without sin, pray for us who
have recourse to thee. Holy Mother,
I place this cause in your hands
(3X). Holy Spirit, you who solve
all problems, light all roads so that
I can attain my goal. You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that
in all instances in my life you are
with me. I want in this short prayer
to thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. M.J.I.

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED
VIRGIN: (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you
are my mother. Oh Mary, con-
ceived without sin, pray for us who
have recourse to thee. Holy Mother,
I place this cause in your hands
(3X). Holy Spirit, you who solve
all problems, light all roads so that
I can attain my goal. You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that
in all instances in my life you are
with me. I want in this short prayer
to thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. R.C.

Ellen Frances DuBois

DEATH NOTICE
Ellen DuBois, 92, Made Inaugural Call
Between St. John’s and London in 1939

Ellen Frances Hand DuBois, 92,
of Westfield died on Tuesday, De-
cember 23, 2003. She was a resident
of Westfield Senior Housing.

Born in St. John’s,
Newfoundland on Sep-
tember 28, 1911, she
was one of 11 children
and worked for the
Avalon Telephone Com-
pany in St. John’s. Us-
ing high frequency ra-
dio facilities inaugu-
rated on January 10,
1939, she placed the first
transatlantic telephone
call between St. John’s
and London.

Arriving in the United States in
1949, she became a switchboard
operator for Swift & Company
Meatpackers on 13th Street in New
York City and resided in Ridgefield,
N.J. for many years.

Mrs. DuBois is survived by her
daughter, Linda DuBois Davey of
New York City; three granddaugh-
ters, Erin Jordan of Spring Lake,

Tara Rosa of Westfield and Kerianne
Beatty of Westfield, and one grand-
son, Joseph Davey, Jr. of Elgin, Ill.
Additionally, she is survived by three

sisters, Kathleen Pollard
of West Orange, Marie
Vellucci of Ridgefield
and Theresa Donahoe
of Littleton, Colo., and
one brother, John Pierce
Hand of Hobe Sound,
Fla., as well as 13 great-
grandchildren. She was
predeceased by her hus-
band, George E.
DuBois, four brothers
and two sisters.

A Memorial Mass
will be offered at 11:30 a.m. tomor-
row, Friday, January 9, at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, the family sug-
gests a contribution to the St. Ann’s
School Scholarship Fund, in care of
Father Edward Byrne, Pastor, 25
Eastern Avenue, Ossining, N.Y.
10562.

January 8, 2004

DEATH NOTICE
Barbara L. MacLean
In loving memory — Barbara

Lorraine MacLean died January 2
2004, from complications of scle-
roderma.  Barbara was wife to
Arthur for 45 years, loving mother
to Kenneth, Susan, Robert and
Steven, and doting grandma to
Matthew, Brian, Kristina, Kenny,
Erin, Connor, Samantha, Connell
and Lauren.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., Barbara
was the oldest sister in a family of
nine children. A long-time Westfield
resident, she worked in the
Treasurer’s office and was active in
the Rosary Society, school and par-
ish of the Holy Trinity Roman Catho-
lic Church. Barbara and Art enjoyed
retirement in Jim Thorpe, Pa., where
she was involved with the opera
society.

Services were held on Tuesday,
January 6, in Jim Thorpe. The fam-
ily requests that any donations in
her memory be made to the Sclero-
derma Foundation.

January 8, 2004

DEATH NOTICE
Patricia A. Shields, 79, Social Worker
Employed By Elizabeth School Board
Patricia Ann Shields, 79, formerly

of Westfield, died on Friday, Decem-
ber 5, at Pine Point Center for Nurs-
ing in Scarborough, Me.

She was the daughter of the late
John J. and Ann Frances Dunn of
Albany, N.Y. and was married to
Donald J. Shields, who predeceased
her in 1987.

Mrs. Shields received her Bach-
elor of Arts degree from the State
University of New York (Albany) in
1945 and her Master of Social Work
degree from Fordham University in
New York City in 1951. She retired in
1993 from the Elizabeth Board of
Education, where she had worked
for 25 years as a social worker.

Surviving are one brother, James
W. Dunn of Alexandria, Va.; two
daughters, Moira Case of Mechanic
Falls, Me. and Karen Wieczoreck of

Biddeford, Me.; one son, John Shields
of Kingfield, Me.; four grandchil-
dren, Jeremy and Devin Case, Erin
and Colleen Shields, and many nieces
and nephews.

A memorial service was held on
Thursday, December 11, at St. Mary’s
Church in Biddeford, Me. A spring-
time memorial service will be held in
Albany, N.Y. on a date to be announced.

Mrs. Shields was a Mercy Associ-
ate and wished that donations be
made to: Mount St. Mary’s House of
Prayer, 1651 U.S. Highway 22,
Watchung, N.J. 07069.

January 8, 2004

Anneliese Wilkens, 85
Anneliese “Alice” Wilkens, 85, of

Scotch Plains died on Sunday, De-
cember 28, at Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield.

Born in Lintig, Germany, she settled
in New Jersey in 1933. She was a
Scotch Plains resident for 53 years.

Mrs. Wilkens was the owner of the
Sturcke Building in Westfield for
over 20 years, until 1996.

A 50-year member of the Peter
Muhlenberg Unit of the Steuben So-
ciety, she also was a Past President of
the Frauen Verein of the Fritz Reuter
Altenheim of North Bergen.

Surviving are a daughter, Louise;
a son, Edward; a brother, Harry
Sturcke, and two grandchildren.

A memorial service took place on
Saturday, January 3, at the Messiah
Lutheran Church in Plainfield.

January 8, 2004

Elizabeth Opdyke, 87
Elizabeth R. Opdyke, 87, of Bask-

ing Ridge died on Wednesday, De-
cember 31, at her home.

Born in Highlands, N.Y., she had
lived in Westfield before moving to
Basking Ridge in 1994. She also was
a summer resident of Bar Harbor, Me.

Mrs. Opdyke had been a visiting
nurse on Henry Street in New York
and later a nursing teacher at Case
Western University.

She was a member of the Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church in
Mountainside.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, David Opdyke, in 2001.

Surviving are a son, David W. Opdyke
of Salisbury Cove, Me.; a daughter,
Nancy Little of Plainfield; a brother,
Willard Rivenburgh of Poughkeepsie,
N.Y., and two grandchildren.

There will be no visitation. A me-
morial service will be held at 11 a.m.
on Saturday, January 10, at the Com-
munity Presbyterian Church.

Arrangements are by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Mount Desert Island Biologi-
cal Laboratory, P.O. Box 35,
Salisbury Cove, Me. 04672.

January 8, 2004

Stanley F. Budd

Stanley F. Budd, 81, Police Special;
Was Credit and Finance Manager

Stanley F. Budd, 81, of Westfield
died on Sunday, January 4, at
ManorCare Health Services in
Mountainside.

Born in Omaha,
Neb., he grew up in
Brooklyn, N.Y. He had
also lived in Fort Lee
before moving to
Westfield.

Mr. Budd had
worked as a Credit and
Finance Manager at
Freedom Finance in
Westfield before retir-
ing.

He served as a Po-
lice Special and Civil Defense Di-
rector in Fort Lee, and as a Police
Special in Westfield.

He joined the United States Navy in

1942 and was a veteran of both World
War II and the Korean Conflict.

Mr. Budd was a member of Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars
Post No. 11467 in
Westfield and a mem-
ber of the Trinity Epis-
copal Church in
Cranford.

Surviving are his
wife, Shirley Newman
Budd, and two sons,
Paul Austin Budd and
Donald Martin Budd,
both of Westfield.

There will be no
visitation or services.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Gray Funeral Home, 318
East Broad Street in Westfield.

January 8, 2004

More Obituaries
On Page 16
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Center Accepting Registration
For Children Helping Children
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Center

for Women and Families has revealed
that registration is underway for
Children Helping Children, a peer
support program for youngsters
whose families are going through a
separation or divorce, or who may
feel threatened by a new relation-
ship.

The next series of workshops will
begin the week of Monday, January
26. The exact dates and time will be
determined by enrollment.

Under the direction of Susan
Koslowsky, Family Life Educator,
youngsters ages five to 17 have an
opportunity to share their experi-
ences in small, age-appropriate
groups.

Through artwork, story telling and
group discussion, the children learn
to understand and deal with their
emotions and changing family cir-

cumstances. The program is also
designed to help them build resil-
ience while dealing with their fear,
guilt and anger.

A child is placed in an age-appro-
priate group that meets after school
for one hour per week for a six-week
period. The cost of the program is
$70 for center members and $85 for
non-members. Limited partial schol-
arships are available to low-income
families.

Parent involvement is considered
key to the success of the program and
the center offers guidance and sup-
port for separated, divorced, single
or remarried parents.

To register a child, obtain more
information about this program, or
learn about the center’s winter work-
shops or volunteer opportunities,
please call the Center for Women
and Families at (908) 322-6007.

• DARE
• Dream Makers
• Anytown, NJ
• Peer Leadership
• Connection
• Character Counts

• American Youth
Character Awards

• Drug Awareness Week
• Parent Workshops
• Hip Hop Homework Club
• Kids on the Block

Westfield Municipal
Alliance / PANDA

Meetings are held six times per year and are open to the 
public. Contributions are tax deductible. Please support your
Alliance today by attending a meeting, raising public aware-
ness or sending in a donation. For a copy of our current
brochure, or for more information, please contact Linda
Zultanky, executive director, at Lectures4U@aol.com or write
to us at  P.O. Box 2122, Westfield, NJ 07091.

PANDA sponsors:

PANDA celebrates its 20th
year fighting drug and alcohol
abuse and promoting positive
programs — principally for
our youth — in Westfield.

is a direct lender servicing all

of your mortgage financing

needs for 16 years.

Wall Street Financial Corporation

Karin Cabezas
Loan Officer

Office: 973-227-6000 x2085

Cell: 973-580-6476

Toll Free: 1-888-508-5626

“Understanding the quality

level of service that you expect and deserve.”

Wall Street Financial Corporation
75 Lane Road  Fairfield, New Jersey 07004

Credit Problems?

Looking to purchase a new home?

Please call today for a

free consultation.

NEW EXPANDED STUDIO
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NEW EXPANDED STUDIO

HATHA, ASHTANGA, KUNDALINI, RAJA, MEDITATION
Monday Jan. 5, from 1:00 to 5:00 pm
Thursday Jan. 8, from 1:00 to 5:00 pm

Saturday Jan. 10,  from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday Jan. 12,  from 4:00 to 6:30 pm

Call for a brochure or visit www.nicolesyogacenter.com

NICOLE’S YOGA CENTER, LLC
94 NORTH AVE. GARWOOD  •  (908) 789-6426

SPECIAL CLASSES FOR SENIORS & CHILDREN 6 TO 10

OPEN HOUSE DAYS:

NEW PROGRAM
STARTS JAN 12

YOGA

24 CLASSES

PER WEEK

SINCE 1988

FREE
Introductory

Class

Saturday, January 3 @ 12:10 pm
Wednesday, January 7 @ 8:30 pm

or by appointment

Wesley Hall Nursery School
1 East Broad St., Westfield

Morning & Afternoon Sessions for Ages 21/2 to 4+.
Team Teaching by Experienced Teachers.
Spacious Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas.
Lunch & Enrichment Classes Available.

We are entering our 52nd year of providing
quality programming for the pre-school child!

(908) 233 - 9570

Call Mon. - Fri. Between
9 - 2 to Schedule a Tour

of  our Facility.

Open Registration
Begins Feb. 2, 2004.

MR. AND MRS. JEFFREY L. BARTHOLOMEW
(She is the former Ms. Laura Lowry Hawkins)

Ms. Laura L. Hawkins
Weds Jeffrey Bartholomew
Ms. Laura Lowry Hawkins, the

daughter of Mrs. Patricia R. Heller
of Montville and Roger E. Hawkins
of Charleston, S.C., was married on
Saturday, August 9, to Jeffrey
Laurence Bartholomew. He is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Laurence
Bartholomew of Chester.

The afternoon ceremony was held
at the Stanhope United Methodist
Church in Netcong, with the bride
given in marriage by her father. A
reception followed at the Crossed
Keys in Andover.

The bride grew up in Westfield,
attending Franklin Elementary
School, Roosevelt Junior High
School and Westfield High School,
from which she graduated in 1992.
Her brother, Dan, graduated from
Westfield High School in 1987.

Upon graduating from Radford
University in Radford, Va. with a
psychology degree in 1996, she
moved to Hoboken and worked in
New York City in Human Resources,
first for Ernst & Young and then for
PriceWaterhouseCoopers. She now
works in Human Resources for the
County College of Morris in
Randolph.

The bridegroom grew up in
Chester, graduating from Mendham
High School in 1993. He attended
Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y.,
where he was awarded a degree in
economics in 1997. He belonged to
the Alpha Delta Phi Fraternity.

Subsequently, Mr. Bartholomew
moved to Hoboken and worked in

New York City for Saks Fifth Av-
enue as a Project Manager. He
then served as a consultant for
PriceWaterhouseCoopers Consult-
ing, and now works in the same
capacity for IBM, which bought
PWC.

Following a wedding trip to Maui,
Hawaii, the couple resides in Madi-
son.

Miller-Cory House Museum
To Spotlight Shoemaking

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
begin its winter season with a pro-
gram spotlighting the 18th and 19th
century shoemaker and his craft.

The program will be presented
this Sunday, January 11, from 2 to 4
p.m. Ellen Hess of Cranford will
explain and demonstrate the work of
the shoemaker or cordwainer, who
first introduced the art of making
shoes to the colonies from Europe.

Costumed docents will guide visi-
tors through the 1740 farmhouse,

with the last tour beginning at 3:15
p.m. The museum’s gift shop will
also be open, featuring a variety of
cookbooks, reading materials, Early
American reproductions and crafts.

Admission to the museum is $2 for
adults, 50 cents for students and free
for children under age six.

On Sunday, January 18, the mu-
seum will celebrate “Snowflake Sun-
day,” a program described as ideal for
young children. For information about
the museum’s upcoming winter events
or its many volunteer opportunities,
please call (908) 232-1776.

Public Invited to Attend Forum
On Jesus and Mary Magdalene
WESTFIELD — The public is in-

vited to a forum on Jesus and Mary
Magdalene at the First Congrega-
tional Church, located at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield, on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 27, at 7:30 p.m.

Although Mary Magdalene’s rela-
tionship with Jesus is only hinted at
in the scriptures, early extra-biblical
writings and early traditions provide
additional information. Since schol-
ars cannot ascertain with certainty
their relationship, the session will
apply Relational Theology to what is
known about Jesus and Mary.

Relational Theology views the real-
ity of the universe and of God as
thoroughly interdependent. It proposes
that all of creation, human and non-
human alike, and God are interdepen-
dent in a dynamic process of growth.

Relational or Process Theology at-
tempts to integrate this notion into how
people live and express their faith. By
applying this theology to Jesus and
Mary, participants will have the oppor-
tunity to more fully reach conclusions
about the affect of their relationship on
their understanding of faith.

In subsequent sessions, which will

also be held on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.,
Relational Theology will be applied
in three other areas.

 On February 24, the reality of Sa-
tan will be explored. On March 30,
original sin will be the topic, and on
April 27, the truth of the resurrection
will be discussed.

The session will be facilitated by the
Reverend John Mills and is a project of
the Wisdom’s Light ministry of the
First Congregational Church of Closter.

More information on Wisdom’s
Light may be obtained at http://
wislit.home.att.net on the Internet.

SP-F Newcomers’ Club
To Hold Welcome Tea
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains- Fanwood Newcomers’ Club
will host its February Welcome Tea
on Thursday, February 19, at 8 p.m.

This is an annual event to welcome
new residents and residents who have
had a recent lifestyle change, such as
marriage, a new baby or a change in
employment, and acquaints them with
members and activities of the club.

The Newcomers’ Club is a non-
profit social organization that pro-
vides a variety of daytime and evening
activities for women and their fami-
lies.  Recent events have included
Breakfast with Santa, a holiday party
and a number of couples’ social
events.

The club also offers groups for book
discussions, bowling, bunko, cook-
ing, golf, mah-jongg, babysitting,
playgroups and other activities.

To attend the Welcome Tea, or to
receive more information about the
club, please call Christine at (908)
889-6035. All are welcome.

Illnesses and Accidents Can Be Result
When We Digress From God’s Plan

By MSGR WILLIAM HARMS

It is God’s will that each of God’s
children is born, lives and dies.  But we
should all die a natural death, at the end
of our lives.  Premature deaths result-
ing from accidents or illness are not
God’s doing, or are they the will of
God anymore than just a matter of
luck.  Nor are the threats of terrorists an
act of God.  More often than not, terror-
ism is a human with a severely mis-
guided sense of what is right.  Terror-
ism, like accidents and illnesses, are the
results of inadequate human responsi-
bility, or lack of employing human
capability to address a situation.

Most accidents are the end conse-
quences of our freedom.  It is only
with the help of the Spirit that we can
discover the extent of our own re-
sponsibility, as well as that of our
sisters and brothers, in the dovetailing
of all that we do.  Many “accidents”
would be avoided if we lived as Jesus
asked us to live.

Many illnesses are still incurable.
They remain incurable, because we
have not succeeded yet in harnessing
nature.  This is our task as human
beings.  God gave us the earth to sub-
due, and to put it at the service of
humankind, and God trusts us.  With
certain exceptions, God does not take
over from us by performing “miracles.”
It is the job of the researchers, doctors,
etc. to continue the struggle.

We cause many of our own illnesses
by not using our bodies properly, and
by not paying attention to what the
body is saying to us, and all too often
we devote a lot more money, intelli-
gence and energy to inventing ways
of killing each other than to finding,
and exploring, ways to protect life
and bring it to its full potential.

Fortunately, God does not abandon
us; he has come in Jesus Christ to be
with us in our struggle throughout our
lives. Individuals who believe the only
way to get attention is through an act
of terrorism are misguided.  Such in-
dividuals disrupt society, induce fear,
but are met with resolution from a
believing people who refuse to be
bullied.

The all-powerful gift of God’s love
is with us always, and our suffering,
while not a good thing in itself, can
help through the Son of God to make
us even more aware of God’s caring
love.

Then God said: “And now we will
make human beings; they will be like
us, and resemble us.  They will have
powers over the fish, the birds, and all
animals, domestic, and wild, large and
small.”  (Genesis 1:26)

* * * * *
Monsignor Harms is Pastor of St.

Helen’s Roman Catholic Church, lo-
cated at 1600 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Gather Monday
WESTFIELD – The Senior So-

cial Club of Holy Trinity will meet
on Monday, January 12, at 1:30
p.m. in the gymnasium/auditorium
of the elementary school.

The group will be entertained
by Kathryn Powell, a 12-year-old
dance student at the Westfield
School of Dance. She will present
a program of three dances.

More Church/Community on Pages 13, 15 & 16

WINTER CLEARANCE
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MON-FRI 10 TO 6   •   THURS 10 TO 8   •   SUN 12 TO 5

Garwood Factory Showroom

• Open To The Public •

518 North Avenue, Garwood
(908) 789-0140 or Toll-free  (877) MATT-FAC

Mattresses & Box Springs
Made on the Premises

$25 OFF FREEOR

With purchase of any premium bedding set.  Not valid with any other offer.  Exp. 02/29/04
Bed Frame

Tired of Your
Mattress

FUTONS
Owned & Operated by

the Shovlin Family

for Over 20 YearsNow Manufacturing
Visco Foam Mattresses

Visit Our Website  •  www.mattressfac.com

Wesley  Allen

• Hi-Risers

• Brass Beds

• Bunkie Boards

• Custom Sizes

• Electric Beds

• Folding Cots

• Split Box Springs

• Crib Mattresses

• Sofa Bed Mattresses

• California King Sizes

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308
908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

K E N @  • P L A C E  • S C H O O L

You're invited to experience a 

school where every girl is recognized
and valued – and encouraged to excel.

Primary School | Thursday, January 8,  2004, 9-11:00 a.m.
Information Session

Middle & Upper School | Thursday, January 15, 2004, 9-11:00 a.m.
Information Session

By reservation | R.S.V.P. to the Admission Office 
at 908-273-0900, ext. 254 or
email: admission@kentplace.org

Kent Place is an independent, nonsectarian, college-preparatory day school.

Co-ed nursery/ prekindergarten •  All girls K-12 
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 9-12

BLUE DEVILS DELDUCA, JOHNSON EACH TAKE 3RD

Rob Mench Grabs 103-lb Title
At Roselle Park Mat Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hanover Park High School claimed
six champions to snatch the Roselle
Park Wrestling Tournament – for-
merly the Blue Devil Invitational –
team title away from host Roselle
Park on December 30. Heading into
the championship round, Hanover
Park trailed the Panthers by five points
but finished with a 171.5 total to the
Panthers’ 165.5. Defending cham-
pion, West Milford placed third at
139.5 and Westfield finished seventh
with 65 points.

Westfield Blue Devil senior Robbie
Mench won his second-straight 103-
lb crown at the tournament. Junior
Tom DelDuca placed third at 145-lbs
for the second year in a row and
senior Chris Johnson placed third at
189-lbs.

Seeded first, Mench received a
first round bye then stacked Jim Bohn
of Howell in 59 seconds to advance
to the finals. He recorded an ankle
pick takedown and a two-point tilt
before the stack. After the bout,
Mench commented, “I got the Madi-
son arm bar. I tried to turn him over
to the right, but he turned to the left,
so I stacked him over his head.”

Mench, who had pinned all of his
previous opponents this season, ven-
tured into unchartered territory by
recording a 10-3 decision over Nick
Serritella of Hanover Park in the
finals. Things seemed to go accord-
ing to plan in the first period as
Mench scored a takedown and three
nearfalls, making use of a single

grapevine maneuver, to take a 10-0
lead; however, after a scoreless sec-
ond period, Serritella battled back
with an escape and a takedown on the
tiring Blue Devil.

“Toward the end, we were both
getting tired. I kind of feel vulner-
able when I get tired, so I got to work
my conditioning a lot,” said Mench.

DelDuca, seeded first, received a
bye then was upset, 5-3, in the semis
by eventual champion Mike Torsiello

of Hanover Park. Caught off-guard,
DelDuca yielded a takedown and a
two-point tilt in the first period. With
an early third period reversal,
DelDuca narrowed the lead to 4-3
but felt that he could turn Torsiello to
his back to pull out the victory. As
time ran down, DelDuca released
Torsiello but could not manage a
takedown. In the wrestle off for third,
DelDuca pinned Roselle Park’s Joe
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New & Repairs
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Home Improvements, Inc.
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Free Estimates • Insured

No Job Too Small
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“Experience the Difference.”

908-301-0602
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Juan C. Aldana

e mail: aldanajc@aol.com
Fax: 908-301-0603
Westfield, New Jersey
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RALPH
CHECCHIO, INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

Driveways
Parking Lots
Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

908 • 889 • 4422

HOME IMPROVEMENT

908•755•4247

DRESSLER CONTRACTING
Serving Westfield, Mountainside

Scotch Plains -Fanwood

Kitchens  Baths

Expert Carpentry

Finished Basements

25 Years Experience
Quality Workmanship

Free Estimates

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto

Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Goods & Services You Need!

• DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS

• SEAL COATING • RAILROAD TIES

• DRAINAGE PROBLEMS

• BELGIUM BLOCK CURBING

• STUMP GRINDING

Fully Insured  •  FREE Estimates

PAVING

908-753-7281

“Serving the area for over 50 years.”
Family Owned & Operated

OLIVER A

PAVING

• Marble & Granite Fabricators •

“Looking forward to doing business with you.  Come in for a
FREE estimate or simply fax us your layouts.”

2476 Plainfield Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ

908-232-5300
Fax: 908-233-5655

High quality wholesale prices on all your marble & granite needs.
Specializing in kitchen countertops, bathroom vanities & fireplaces.

e e

Castle Keep, Inc.
BUILDING AND RESTORATION

castlebuilder@verizon.net414 CENTRAL AVENUE, WESTFIELD  • 908-232-8965

Free In-Home Project
Evaluations & Estimates

General & Mechanical Construction
Carpentry • Custom Millwork & Cabinetry

Masonry / Tile & Stone Setting
Roofing / Weatherproofing • Decks / Patios

Offering Professional . . . Residential & Commercial

. . . Design, Fabrication, Installation & Repair Services

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

GUTTER CLEANING

Sales    Service    Repairs
Annual Maintenance Agreements

877-2-Gutter

TIME
GUTTER

EUROPEAN

908-925-2021

Tile & Marble Installation

Complete
Bathroom 

Remodeling!

Complete
Bathroom 

Remodeling!

Kitchens

Bathrooms

Foyers

Fireplaces

Back Splash

15 Years Experience     Free Estimates

Cell Phone: 908-456-3722

AL
&

DAVE

Steven’s Reglazing, Inc. dba

Insured

Licensed &

Bonded

Consumer

Affairs Lic.

#0956397

“WE’RE KNOWN FOR QUALITY”
EXPERT SPRAYING & REFINISHING ON

REFRIGERATORS & BATHROOM TILES

BATHTUBS

REFRIGERATORS

SINKS

TILE

CHIP REPAIRS

STEEL DOORS

All Major Appliances Choice Of Colors

“Your Satisfaction Is Our Reputation

718-761-5800
An Owner Operated Firm • A Staten Island Company

Errands & General Shopping

“SHORT OF TIME?
LET ME HELP.”

Home or Business Cleaning
Call Maria Lourenco

Serving The Westfield Area

M.L. SERVICES, L.L.C.

908-789-8381

This
Space is
Available

Call the
Advertising

Department:

T: 908.232.4407
F: 908.232.0473

sales@goleader.com

“ How The Areas Best Looking Lawns Get That Way ”
• NJ Landscape
Contractors’Association

•   Pesticide Lic# 97549A908-654-5296
908-654-LAWN

Bachelor of Science • Rutgers University • Design • Maintenance • CertifiedLandscape Designer • NY Botanical Gardens

• Landscape Design

• Year-Long Plantings

• Lawn Maintenance

• Patio Walk - Retaining Walls

• Now Accepting Spring Reservations:  Maintenance & Planting •
����������	
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PETE & FRED’S
GUTTER CLEANING

WWWWWestfestfestfestfestfield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotch Plainsh Plainsh Plainsh Plainsh Plains
CrCrCrCrCranfanfanfanfanfororororord • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainside

Free Estimates
FULLY INSURED

Serving

908-347-1310

PAINTING

FULLY INSURED      FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel
908-322-1956

JK’S PAINTING &

WALLCOVERING

INSTALLATION

✧✧✧✧✧ Residential
✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial

Corbin Consulting
Engineering • uswca.com

Expert Witness • Independent Review
Due Diligence • Troubleshooting

(908) 232-4407 • info@uswca.com
251 North Ave. W., Westfield, NJ 07090

This
Space is
Available

Call the
Advertising Department:

T: 908.232.4407
F: 908.232.0473

sales@goleader.com

JANUARY 5TH…IT BEGINS…THE FASTEST

WAY IN THE UNIVERSE TO GET IN SHAPE.

Gold Medal Fitness, Garwood NJ will soon be offering
one of the hottest classes around, BODYPUMP. BODYPUMP is a
class designed to deliver a ground shaking one hour experience
where muscle and music collide. Designed to bring you maximum
results in the shortest amount of time, BODYPUMP targets every
large muscle group allowing for all the benefits of weight training
to occur. Some of these benefits include greater strength, increased
metabolism, and the “feel good factor” associated with a great total
body workout. BODYPUMP utilizes barbells and music to get
everyone up and moving. The class aims to remove barriers of age,
gender, and fitness background. Whether you’ve been lifting for
years or never in your life, BODYPUMP can be done by anybody!
Each participant can go to their level, choosing light or heavy
weight depending on experience level and comfort. No matter
where you start, BODYPUMP will entertain your mind while it
changes your body. To obtain more information about the opening
class, call Gold Medal Fitness at 908-233-7122.

Paid Bulletin Board

FERRARA WINS FIRST BOUT, GANO WINS LAST BOUT

Raider Wrestlers Obliterate
Parsippany Hills Boys, 49-12

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Coming off a Parsippany Christ-
mas Tournament victory, the
Parsippany Hills High School wres-
tling team expected to have a com-
petitive match with host Scotch

Plains-Fanwood on January 3. How-
ever, the omen of doom for the visit-
ing Vikings began in the very first –
Alpha – bout, when 119-lb Ronnie
Ferrara won a 7-3 decision, and ended
– Omega bout– when 112-lb Sal
Gano recorded an 8-2 decision, lead-

ing the Raiders to a lopsided, 49-12,
triumph.

The 3-0 Raiders won 11 of the 14
weight classes, recording three falls,
a forfeit, two technical falls (TF) and
five decisions. Ferrara trailed Rik
Godhani 3-0 early in the second pe-
riod but came to life with two
takedowns, a two-point nearfall and
an escape.

“I had great conditioning through-
out the match. On bottom, I felt
strong. I was able to escape and, in
neutral, it took me a while to get into
the flow, but I got a couple of nice
shots,” explained Ferrara.

Gano, a freshman, took it to Jack
McNeil, recording a first-period
takedown and adding two more
takedowns and a nearfall in the third
period.

Gano, who yielded a first-period
takedown to McNeil, said, “He got a
shot on me but I got him back. I just
found out that the kid was good. I’m
happy!”

Just after Ferrara’s bout, senior
125-lb Derrick Francavilla got into a

HAYES PUMPS IN 21 PTS., COCOZZIELLO SCORES 15

Blue Devil Hoopmen Defeat
Patriots, 75-69, in Overtime

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Smart ball movement, stifling man-
to-man defense and perfect free throw
execution in overtime, by the
Westfield High School basketball
team resulted in a, 75-69, triumph
over Colonia in the fifth-place con-
solation game of the John “Butch”
Kowal Memorial Tournament in
Rahway on December 30.

The final glow of brilliance came
from point guard Eric Hayes who
scored eight of his team-leading 21
points in overtime. Senior forward
Jan Cocozziello poured in 15 and
junior point guard Bill Hearon came
off the bench and netted 16. Tyshon
Blackmon sank eight points, Terrence
Bryant put up seven and Joe
Korfmacher and junior guard Bryan
Power each scored six points. Junior
guard Rob Gardella led the Patriots
with 13 points.

“Defensively, it was probably our
best game; we really started pressur-
ing,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Kevin Everly. “I think we learned a
lot from our earlier losses that pres-

sure causes turnovers and as it turned
out, the turnovers resulted into easy
baskets for us today. I’m really happy
the way we played defensively.
Hearon gave us a nice little spark

coming off the bench and that’s why
he’s getting minutes. He’s handling
the basketball well and is doing what
needs to be done. He learned last

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENTANGLED IN A GRAPEVINE…Blue Devil Robbie Mench, top, has Hanover Park’s Nick Serritella entangled in a
single grapevine, far arm hook pinning combination during the first period of the 103-lb. title bout. Mench defeated
Serritella, 10-3, to claim the title.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING THE TOUCH…Blue Devil junior guard Eric Hayes, No. 31, got the
good look and pumped in one of his 21 points. Westfield went on to defeat
Colonia, 75-69, in overtime on December 30 in Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLAMPED IN A HEADLOCK…Raider Andrew Silber, top, has Viking Brian
Shea clamped in a headlock during the 171-lb bout.
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Capone in 4:44 with an underhook,
lateral drop combination.

“I felt that I couldn’t lose to two
people in my region. I needed to
bounce back to win to keep in better
shape for the region,” expressed
DelDuca. “I rode him out the second
period. (In the third) I stood up and
he went for a single, and I pancaked
him.”

Johnson, seeded fourth, pinned
Mike Roth of Howell in 5:44 then
faced defending champion Gus
Vandenberg of West Milford where

he dropped a 16-8 decision. Using a
double leg takedown, Johnson took a
2-1, first period lead but fatigue set in
and slowed his reflexes. Vandenberg
capitalized with an escape, three
takedowns and a near fall to com-

mand an 11-4 lead entering the final
period.

“The second period, I stopped my
offense. Mentally, I was relying more
on my defense, and I need a little
more endurance too,” confessed
Johnson.

Still suffering from some fatigue,
Johnson made his bout for third place
with Piscataway’s Chris Jones excit-
ing but pulled out an 11-10 victory.

Happy but somewhat disappointed,
Johnson commented, “That last
match I had was a hard six minutes.

That just drained me for this match.
I was gassed from the beginning. It
got really ugly, no technique. I was
flopping around, but I’ll take it.”

Senior Lee Tomasso, seeded first
at 152-lbs, recorded a first round fall
but was stunned by Kyle Gillis of
West Milford in the semis. Tomasso
recorded a low single leg takedown
in the first period but, in the second
period, Gillis scored a reversal and
caught Tomasso in 3:31 with a far
arm corkscrew. Tomasso did not
wrestle off for third.

Blue Devil sophomore Steve
Cruikshank placed fifth at 215-lbs
with respective falls over Ryan Sh-
annon of Hanover Park in 1:39 and
Leo Burimy of Colonia in 3:46. Dave
Isrealow, who recorded a 6-3 win
over Nick Amaroso of Madison,
placed fourth at 160-lbs.

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Hanover Park (HP) 171.5, 2. Roselle
Park (RP) 165.5, 3. West Milford (WM)
139.5, 4. Howell (H) 133, 5. Madison (M)
89, 6. Piscataway (P) 66, 7. Westfield (W)
65, 8. Colonia (C) 21

CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND:
103: — Mench (W) d. Serritella (HP), 10-3
112: — Brian Swick (RP) p. Marc Aquino
(H), 3:20
119: — Dario Marcelli (HP) d. Tom
Tominelli (H), 9-2
125: — Joe Blackford (RP) p. Frank Davis
(Mad), 5:46
130: — Joe Troise (HP) md. Tim Lauria
(P) 8-0
135: — Bill Woodward (H) d. Nick DiMeo
(HP), 6-0
140: — Jionni LaValle (HP) d. Troy
MacDermant (RP), 11-8
145: — Mike Torsiello (HP) p. Dan
Mongelli (WM), 0:43
152: — Jim Garrison (RP) d. Kyle Gillis
(WM), 6-2
160: — Savino Figiuolo (HP) d. Josh
Disano (RP), 12-8
171: — Rob Damon (P) d. Josh Conlon
(WM), 8-2
189: — Dave Nichols (HP) d. Gus
Vandenberg (WM), 9-3
215: — Nico Somers (M) p. Jose Aravena
(RP), 5:21
Hwt: — Rob Ragona (WM) p. Chris
Bouhoutsos (RP), 3:45

Subscribe or Renew Online!
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The Westfield Leader
The Times of Scotch Plains - Fanwood

Rob Mench Grabs 103-lb Title
At Roselle Park Mat Tourney

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9High School Boys
Basketball Results:

DECEMBER 29:
Westfield 56, Summit 46 (Butch
Kowal Tournament consolation)

Eric Hayes netted 15 points, Jan
Cocozziello sank 13 and Bryan Power
scored 11 for the 2-2 Blue Devils.
Dwayne Reid put in 23 points for the
2-2 Hilltoppers.
Westfield 15 13 16 12 56
Summit 12 14 13   7 46

Dr. Phillips (Fla.) 69, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 51 (Tommy Jacobs Me-
morial, Lewes, Del.)

Lance Thomas and Derrick
Caracter (eight rebounds) each
pumped in 16 points for the 4-1
Raiders. Sean Fuller scored eight
points and Mike Johnson had seven.
Trey Hopkins put in 29 points for 6-
0 Dr. Phillips.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 17   8 14 12 51
Dr. Phillips 10 24 23 12 69

Union Catholic 41, Millburn 39
(Union Catholic Festival)

Shannon Brown scored 15 points
and Mike Seamon netted six for the
1-3 Vikings. Jesse Steeli scored 11
for the 1-3 Millers.
Millburn   9   9   8 13 39
Union Catholic   7 10 12 12 41

Local High School Girls
Basketball Results:

year and now he’s starting to do a real
good job for us.”

A tentative and sloppy opening
quarter by the Blue Devils, which
included several muffed turnovers,
failure to follow up on shots and four
missed free throws, allowed Colonia
to grab a 16-14 lead. Westfield
showed its best flare when coach
Everly’s offensive strategy and the
insertion of Hearon gave the Blue
Devils a 21-18 second-quarter run.
Cocozziello dropped in six points,
Hearon hit seven, including a three-
pointer, and Power hit six and nailed
one from downtown.

“Hearon gives us that defensive
intensity that gives Hayes a little
break off the point and that’s vital for
us,” explained Everly.

“Coming off the bench, I just tried
to run the offense. Everyone has
been saying that if you run the of-
fense right, we are going to win and
that’s what happened,” said Hearon.
“We just tried to put good ball pres-
sure on them because we thought
their guards were a little weaker and
we could get some steals from that.
Offensively, we took advantage of
our bigger guys, got some post moves

and were able to get some good
looks.”

Taking a 35-34 lead into the third
quarter, Westfield scored 17 points,
to Colonia’s 16 to boost the lead to
52-50. Hayes sizzled with nine points
and Cocozziello sank five.

The only shakiness in the Blue
Devil defense occurred in the fourth
quarter when Gardella started the
scoring by nailing a three-pointer
and the Colonials went on to outscore
the Blue Devils, 14-12, to tie the
game, 64-64.

The Blue Devil defense adjusted
in the overtime period and held
Colonia to just five points while the
offense bucketed 11 led by Hayes
who sank eight points.

“We gave him the ball and he
made a bunch of free throws at the
end and he put us ahead,” said Everly.
“We had some problems with Hayes
at the foul line in the past, but today,
he really came up big and knocked
down all his shots. Defensively, we
controlled the game from there with
our guard play. I’m real impressed
with what we did.”
Westfield 14 21 17 12 11 75
Colonia 16 18 16 14   5 69

DECEMBER 29:
Princeton 31, Westfield 27 (War of
the Worlds, West Windsor)

Casey Elkoury scored nine points
for the Blue Devils and Samantha
Zucker had six.
Princeton (1-3)   7   9 10   5 31
Westfield (0-4)   4   5 10   4 27

Governor Livingston 41, New
Providence 30 (New Providence
Tournament)

Danielle McCann scored 13 points
and Ami Mondadori netted 12 for the
1-2 Highlanders. Lynn Lopez sank
10 for the Pioneers.
Gov. Livingston 10   8 12 11 41
New Providence   0   9   9 12 30

DECEMBER 30:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 55, Lake
Brantley 40 (KSA, Orlando, Fla.)

Hillary Klimowicz laid in 14 points
and grabbed eight rebounds and Jenny
Burke netted 15 points and seven
assists for the 4-2 Raiders. Maura
Gillooly had 15 points and four as-
sists and Liz DeCataldo had 11 points.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 17 15   9 14 55
Lake Brantley   3 12 12 13 40

Lawrence 48, Westfield 34 (War of
the Worlds)

Casey Elkoury scored 16 points,
Melissa Rosen sank 11 and Lauren
Sinnenberg had five for the Blue
Devils.
Westfield   2   6 11 15 34
Lawrence 11 12   9 16 48

JANUARY 3:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 62,
Hillsborough 38

Hillary Klimowicz laid in 28
points, Jenny Burke had eight points
and 14 assists and Maura Gillooly
sank 10 points for the Raiders.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 19 12 15 16 62
Hillsborough   4   6 11 17 38

JANUARY 4:
Roselle Catholic 41, Union Catho-
lic 38

Lauren Huber scored 11 points
and Katelyn Murray netted nine for
the lady Vikings.
Union Catholic 16   6   9   7 38
Roselle Catholic 12 12   6 11 41

Westfield High School
Ice Hockey Schedule:
The Westfield Blue Devils skated

into their 10th anniversary season
on the ice. The team began its
season with a face-off against
former Westfield players in the
annual Alumni Game at Warinanco
Rink in Roselle on Wednesday, No-
vember 26.
1/7 Cranford W 8:30
1/8 Roxbury Wo 4:00
1/14 AL Johnson W 8:30
1/20 Summit W 8:30
1/22 Nutley Wo 4:00
1/24 Nutley F 9:10
1/28 Millburn W 8:30
1/31 MKA C 6:30
2/4 MKA W 8:30
2/5 Wayne Valley S 5:15
2/9 AL Johnson W 6:00
2/11 Wayne Valley W 8:30
2/14 Verona SM 6:00

(W) Warinanco, (Wo) Woodbridge
(F) Floyd Hall Arena, (B) Baker Arena
(C) Clary Anderson, (S) Skylands
(SM) South Mountain

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
Scotch Plains will require the services of a
Public Defender during 2004; and

WHEREAS, funds are available for this
purpose; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award of
a contract for professional services without
competitive bids must be publicly adver-
tised;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, Union County, New Jersey,
that Randolph Brause, Brause, Brause &
Ventrice, L.L.C., 276 Main Street, CN 4001,
Metuchen, New Jersey 08840 be appointed
as Public Defender from January 1, 2004 to
December 31, 2004.

This contract is awarded without competi-
tive bidding as a “professional service” un-
der the provisions of said Local Public Con-
tracts Law because said services are ren-
dered or performed by persons authorized
to practice a recognized profession, which
practice is regulated by law, and which
practice requires the knowledge of an ad-
vanced type in a field of learning acquired by
a prolonged, formal course of specified edu-
cation and instruction, and because it is
impossible at this time to know the exact
dimensions of the services to be performed
and the exact nature of the various tasks to
be performed, and accordingly, the services
to be rendered cannot reasonably be de-
scribed by written specifications, and addi-
tionally, because the said services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product of
such persons and the fact that the ethical
requirements of such profession will not
permit such bidding.

A copy of this resolution shall be pub-
lished in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.
Dated: January 1, 2004

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 1/8/04, The Times Fee: $43.86

WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 

(908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage 

needs Call ERA Mortgage
 at 888-421-3813

 16 Offices 
Throughout New Jersey

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

CLARK $459,000 FANWOOD                                   $649,999 GARWOOD $419,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $599,900

SCOTCH PLAINS $665,000

MOUNTAINSIDE                             $729,000 PLAINFIELD $649,900

WESTFIELD                                  $449,000 WESTFIELD $499,000

Open and airy, wonderful 4 Bedroom home offers it all!  Brick
fireplace in Family Room, updated Kitchen, hardwood floors, new
thermo windows, newly painted interior.  Located in prestigious
reservoir area.  Fabulous property with covered patio.  Great for
entertaining!

Build for your perfection!  The blending of quality construction
materials and architectural styling are just a few of the highlights
of this soon to be built Colonial.  This elegant 4 Bedroom, 2.5
bath residence with dramatic 2-story foyer is for those who enjoy
the good life and can be yours this spring.

No more steps!  It’s what you’ve been dreaming of.  A 3 Bedroom,
3 bath home all on one level.  Great for both relaxing or
entertaining.  Located on a corner lot, it is spacious both inside
and out.  Take a look!

Exceptional 4 Bedroom, 2.5 bath Split Level is situated on an
outstanding third of an acre of level property.  It offers a Family
Room, designer 2001 Kitchen with Pella doors to 24’x20’ Epoch
deck, crown moldings, CAC, 2-car garage and much, much more.

Spacious Colonial adjacent to the Watchung Reservation offers 8
rooms and includes 4 Bedrooms, 2.1 baths, Master Bedroom has
dressing area (5’x6’) with 2 closets and walk-in closet.  Also offers
a newer cherry Eat-In Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Family Room
with gas fireplace, newer CAC and HWH.

Truly gracious!  Let this 18-room Georgian Colonial bring the glory
of the past back . . . hardwood floors, 2 fireplaces, 11 foot ceilings,
windows seats, crown moldings and located in one of Plainfield’s
finest neighborhoods and moments from NYC transportation.

Pastoral beauty envelops this spacious home offering one floor
living filled with hardwood floors, beamed and cathedral ceilings,
lots of windows, skylights and built-ins.  A newer Eat-In Kitchen,
generous Master Suite and finished basement is enhanced by
towering trees shading a large yard with superb plantings and deck.

Charm fills this 3 Bedroom Colonial close to town, schools and
NYC train.  Sliders from Dining Room to deck, fireplace in Living
Room, oversized detached garage and more.

Fabulous 3 Bedroom, 2 full bath, completely renovated home.
Updates galore including gorgeous custom Kitchen, 2 full baths,
skylights, roof, windows, Central Air Conditioning, furnace,
gleaming hardwood floors and much, much more.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMING OUT THE BACK DOOR…Blue Devil Chris Johnson, front, comes
out the back door to gain control on Gus Vandenberg of West Millford in the
189-lb semifinal bout. Johnson had a good tournament and finished third.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHECKING OUT THE CLOCK…Blue Devil Tom DelDuca, top, glances at the
clock during his 145-lb bout with Joe Capone of Roselle Park. DelDuca pinned
Capone in 4:44.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OFFENSIVE INTENSITY…Running the offensive charge, senior guard Jan
Cocozziello had it going his way. Cocozziello, No. 30, poured in 15 points and led
the Blue Devil defensive unit with an outstanding game.

Blue Devil Hoopmen Defeat
Patriots, 75-69, in Overtime

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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FULLER, CARACTER, GATES HIT 12 PTS; THOMAS, 10

Raider Hoopsters Bewilder
Hillsborough Boys, 67-45

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomores Derrick Caracter and
Lance Thomas controlled the boards,
totaling 18 rebounds, rejected eight
shots and combined for 22 points to
lead the 5-1 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys’ basketball team
past visiting Hillsborough, 67-45, on
January 3. Their dominance under
the boards set the tone early in the
game.

Senior guard Sean Fuller fired in
12 points, added four assists, had two
rebounds and stole two basketballs.
Junior point guard Kyle Gates came
off the bench and was the offensive
controlling factor in the second half,
netting 12 points, including two three-
pointers. Sophomore Michael

Johnson scored 11 points, including
two from downtown, and had nine
assists. Gavin Ford contributed four
points, an assist and three rebounds,
and Mike Walker had four points,
two assists and three rebounds.

“My job demands to penetrate and
shoot when I get the open shot and
get it to my big man, because he can
score at will,” explained Johnson. “I
try to be a good player, get my team-
mates involved and get my shooting
guards shooting well. As you see, we
came up with a couple of three’s and
my big men did what they do.”

“It was good. We took it to them
with a well-balanced attack,” said
Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty.
“Our guards broke them down, they
let us run, so we ran on them. Gates

came off the bench and made a dif-
ference for us. He helps relieve the
pressure for us on the inside and
people collapse on us. He’s a very
good outside shooter and is very
strong with the ball. We got sloppy
with our ball movement at times and
we have to realize who we have to get
the ball to.”

The Raiders set the tempo early
and effectively ran their Rutgers and
four-one offensive set-up that resulted
into eight points apiece from Caracter
and Fuller that put the Raiders ahead,
20-12 in the first quarter.

The Raiders had smooth sailing in
the second quarter with a 22-7 run
while the defense owned the boards.
Johnson sank eight points, including
two bombs, and committed two steals.
Although Caracter got frustrated at
times, not receiving his usual amount
of touches, he dominated the boards
and led an accurate passing attack.

“As a team we played pretty good.
We got rebounds, didn’t allow them
to get too many rebounds or too
many second shots.” said Caracter.
“Personally, I had eight points in the
first quarter. After that, they sort of
got me out of my game by calling
cheap fouls on me, but the most
important thing was the, 67-45 W,
and that’s all that counts.”

The Raiders blew the game wide
open in the second half, overpower-
ing Hillsborough. Gates came off
the bench and went on an eight-
point rampage that put the Raiders
ahead, 61-32.

“I try to get the setup going and
keeping it under control,” said Gates.
“Then after each play, we use differ-
ent players to get a touch, so they
usually either get a jump shot or a
guy down low or a guy coming off a
high-low picks.”

Hillsborough managed to outpoint
the Raiders in the fourth period, 13-6.

“We wanted to get better shots in
the second half, not looking to force
things,” concluded Doherty. “We
knew we were able to get the open
shots whenever we wanted to, but we
have to execute and get the ball into
Caracter and Thomas. We have to
learn to execute a little better when
we start playing the top teams in the
conference.”
Hillsborough (2-5) 12   7 13 13 45
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 20 22 19   6 67

rhythm of five-point moves in each
period to claim a 15-0, 4:32 TF over
Paul Galipeau.

“I wanted to show my moves and
run up the score a bit,” said
Francavilla. “I’ve been doing a lot of
that, takedowns and turns. I think all
of my takedowns were turns.”

At 130-lbs, Steve Mineo, who was
in a hurry, clamped Paul McNeil in
a bear hug, took him to the mat and
pinned him in 50 seconds, using a
double front grapevine and head
vice. At 135-lbs, freshman Pat Mineo
demonstrated his takedown profi-
ciency, taking Tom Corigliano to
the mat five times to record a 10-5
victory and to give the Raiders a 17-
0 lead.

Senior Eric Connelly, coming off
a fine showing at the Beast of the
East Tournament at the University of
Delaware, recorded two takedowns
but totally controlled Justin King
from the top position to grab a 4-0
victory at 140-lbs.

“I was happy with my top. I thought
he would do more so I could counter.
At the Beast, I rode a lot of people, so
it’s working good for me,” expressed
Connelly who predicted, “We are
going to be the team to beat.”

The Vikings won via decision at
145-lbs, but Raider Pedro Coyt made
the team score 23-3 with a 4-0 win
over 152-lb Nate Desein. The Vi-

kings recorded an 8-1 decision at
160, but 171-lb Raider Andrew Silber
tallied seven takedowns, two nearfalls
and an escape before decking Brian
Shea in 5:25.

Explaining his takedown clinic,
Silber said, “I tried to work my stuff,
move him to the side and get angles.
I got a lot of go behinds because I
snapped (him) down a lot.”

Once, in the bout, Silber did get a

little off-balance and yielded a rever-
sal.

“I knew as soon as I got in that
headlock position, I was going to get
flipped. I was a little disappointed
with myself,” said Silber.

At 189, Charlie Bachi accumu-
lated four takedowns, two nearfalls
and a reversal to claim an 18-3,
5:37 TF over Brian Hesse then Marc
Fabiano ended his 215-lb bout in
1:09 by stacking Ken Simms with a
walkover, double arm bar. Heavy-
weight Andrew Loomis won via
forfeit.

“Coming in, we thought it might
be a two-point match and we just ate
them up. Every one of our good guys
paired up well with their good guys,”
stated Silber. “We feel really good!”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
119: — Ferrara (S) d. Godhani, 7-3
125: — Francavilla (S) tf.Galipeau, 15-0,
4:32
130: — S. Mineo (S) p. P. McNeil, :50
135: — P. Mineo (S) d. Corigliano, 10-5
140: — Connelly (S) d. King, 4-0
145: — Andrew Kuncel (P) d. AJ Watson,
4-1
152: — Coyt (S) d. Desein, 4-0
160: — Dan DiVencenzo (P) d. Yoav
Nudell, 8-1
171: — Silber (S) p. Shea, 5:25
189: — Bachi (S) tf. Hesse, 18-3, 5:37
215: — Fabiano (SS) p. Simms, 1:09
Hwt: — Andrew Loomis (S) won forfeit
103: — Albert Fernini (P) p. Matt
Fleissner, 1:29
112: — Gano (S) d. J. McNeil, 8-2

SP-F Raider Wrestlers Obliterate
Parsippany Hills Viking Boys, 49-12

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In Compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Board of
Adjustment wishes to advise the public of its
meeting dates.  Meetings are on the second
Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. unless
otherwise stipulated, and are held at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey in the Council Cham-
bers.  The Board will also meet at 7:00 p.m.
on those dates in the Mayor’s Conference
Room for a work session, which the public
may attend but may not participate in.  Meet-
ing dates are as follows:

January 12, 2004* August 9, 2004
February 9, 2004 September 13, 2004
March 8, 2004 October 18, 2004
April 12, 2004 November 8, 2004
May 10, 2004 December 13, 2004
June 14, 2004 January 10, 2005
July 12, 2004 February 14, 2005

*Meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. with work
session starting at 6:30 p.m.

Colleen Mayer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/8/04, The Leader Fee: $24.48

Weichert
Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

®

For purchase prices up to $403,375 monthly mortgage payments (principal+interest) quoted in our ads are to qualified buyers, based upon a 20% downpayment and a conventional 30-year fixed rate loan at 5.625% with 3 points, A.P.R. 5.958%. As an example, a $100,000 loan would mean 360 monthly payments of $575.66 .  For purchase prices from $403,375 to $840,000, the monthly payments are to qualified buyers based upon a 20% downpayment and calculated at 5.75% with 3 points on a “Jumbo” 30-year fixed rate mortgage with an A.P.R. of 6.043%.
An example of a $500,000 loan would mean 360 monthly payments of $2917.86. Figures herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, hazard insurance, or homeowners association dues for a condominium purchase. Interest rates quoted are as of Nov. 1, 2003, and subject to change. Not responsible for typographical errors. Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept of Banking in NY,
CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors.                                                                                                                   For Your Benefit, Consider A Career In Real Estate. • Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

weichert.com
WESTFIELD OFFICE  185 ELM STREET  /   WESTFIELD,  NJ  07090  /   908-654-7777

WESTFIELD $789,000

Desirable Brightwood section.  Four bedrooms, two and one half
baths.  Open floor plan.  Fireplace in large family room.  Profession-
ally landscaped.  Moments from parks, schools and transportation.
A perfect choice to call home.  (052008625)

WESTFIELD $459,000

Recently expanded Colonial.  Three bedrooms, two baths, (1 bath
new 2002).  Timberline roof (10/01).  200 AMP Elec., CAC (06/03),
laundry/mud room off kitchen just built!  Walk up attic for storage,
deck & patio.  Above ground pool (all pool equip. & swings included),
fenced yard.  (052009056)

WESTFIELD $850,000

New Colonial to be ready 3/04.  Features first floor with living room,
dining room, family room, large eat-in-kitchen, bedroom with study,
full bath, laundry.  Second floor has master bedroom, sitting room
plus three bedrooms.  Great neighborhood!   (052008163)

WESTFIELD $769,500

Spacious five bedroom, four 1/2 bath, recently renovated.  Living
room, formal dining room, gourmet kitchen, family room, den, fin-
ished basement.  Wood burning fireplace, three car garage.  Profes-
sionally landscaped property.  Close to town, train and schools.
(052009119)

New Center Hall Colonial Move Right In!

Beautiful! Dutch Colonial

NJSportPics (Jim O’Connor) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING OFF THE SHOT…Raider senior Sean Fuller, No. 23, gets off a shot
in the game against Hillsborough. See another photo on page 12.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTROLLING FROM THE TOP POSITION…Raider Eric Connelly, top left, works for a pipe wrench maneuver on
Viking Justin King in the 140-lb bout. Raider Sal Gano, top right, keeps behind Viking Jack McNeil in the 112-lb bout.
Both Raiders won.



Page 12  Thursday, January 8, 2004 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

FIRST PLACE…Kevin Scully, right
of Scotch Plains, recently placed first
at Karate N Motion’s Green Belt Tour-
nament, which featured 10 karate
schools, held at Scotch Plains High
School. Pictured is Scully with Sensei
Alan Simms of Karate N Motion.

FSPY Girls Swimmers Host
Lakeland Hills YMCA

The hosting Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA girls B swim team
came up short to Lakeland Hills Y,
111-92, on November 22.

In Individual Medley, (9-10) Emma
Cavaliere took fourth in the 100;
Rebecca Clapp and Emily
O’Halloran finished 1-2 in the first
heat while (11-12s) Cheryl Monteiro,
Julia Weigel and Kara Gaynor
touched 1-2-3 in the second heat.
(13-14s) Caitlyn Cavanaugh and
Lindsay Hauptman took second and
fourth, respectively and (15-18)
Diane Fitzpatrick took third.

In freestyle, (8Us) Hannah Greaney
and Caroline Ross touched 1-3 in the
25 yard. (9-10) Megan Hoerner
touched first. (11-12s) Cassie Green,
Emily O’Halloran and Kate Flor-
Stagnato finished 1-2-4 in the first
heat and Cheryl Monteiro, Julia Ross
and Julia Weigel went 1-2-3 in the
second. (13-14s) Caitlyn Cavanaugh
and Caitlyn Daly touched 2-3 in the
first heat of the 100 while Elizabeth
Peach, Carol Monteiro and Hayley
Middleton finished 1-2-3 in the sec-
ond heat. (15-18s) Christine Albanese-
Demair and Jillian Hobson took 3-4.

In breaststroke, (8Us) Hannah
Greaney, Madeline Krema and
Caroline Lesce touched 1-3-4, re-
spectively. (9-10) Gabrielle Titone
took second. (11-12s) Ellen
Tomljanovic and Amanda Gianni fin-
ished 2-3 and Katie Gartner swam
well. (13-14s) Devan Giordano, Lind-
say Hauptman and Hayley Middleton
placed 2-4-5. (15-18) Diane

Fitzpatrick took second.
In backstroke, (8Us) Caroline

Lesce and Tiffany Inacker touched
1-3. (9-10) Gabrielle Titone was first
and Jessica Cronin and Melissa
Whittaker swam well. (11-12s)
Cassie Green and Rebecca Clapp
finished 3-4. (13-14s) Caitlyn Daly
and Carol Monteiro took 2-4 and
(15-18) Christine Albanese-Demair
was second in the 200.

In butterfly, (8Us) Caroline Ross
and Sara Hoerner finished 1-2. (9-10)
Megan Hoerner was second. (11-12s)
Kim Many and Ellen Tomljanovic
took 3-4 in the 50 that also featured a
good effort by Taylor Guiffre. (13-
14s) Bianca Pacheco took and Kim
Kleisch took 3-4, while (15-18) Jillian
Hobson claimed second.

(8Us) Sara Hoerner, Caroline
Lesce, Madeline Krema and Hannah
Greaney took first in the 100-free
relay as did (9-10s) Emma Cavaliere,
Gabrielle Titone, Jessica Cronin and
Megan Hoerner. (11-12s) Casey
Green, Kate Flor-Stagnato, Emily
O’Halloran and Rebecca Clapp
touched first. (13-14s) Bianca
Pacheco, Caitlyn Daly, Devan
Giordano and Caitlyn Cavanaugh
took second and Lindsay Hauptman,
Elizabeth Peach, Carol Monteiro and
Hayley Middleton touched third.
Brittany Adisano, Jillian Hobson,
Christine Albanese-Demair and
Diane Fitzpatrick finished second in
the (15-18) 200.

WF Knights To Sponsor
Free Throw Championship

WESTFIELD – The Knights of
Columbus will be holding the annual
Free Throw Championship on Satur-
day, January 17 at 12 p.m. at the Holy
Trinity Gym, located at 336 First Street
in Westfield. The local competition is
open to all boys and girls ages 10 to 14
and all are invited to participate.

The Knights of Columbus Free
Throw Championship is sponsored
annually with winners progressing
through local, district, and state com-
petition. The K of C international head-
quarters based on scores from the
state- level competitions then an-
nounces international champions. All
boys and girls ages 10 to 14 are eli-
gible to participate and compete in

their respective age divisions. Last
year, more than 247,000 sharp shoot-
ers participated in 4,017 local compe-
titions.

All contestants in the local divi-
sions are recognized for their partici-
pation in the event. Participants are
required to furnish proof of age and
written parental consent. In lieu of an
entry fee, each shooter is asked to
donate two cans of food to help the
needy. If you forget your donation,
the Knights will sell cans of food at
the gym.

For additional information and en-
try forms, please call Paul Friel at
(908) 518-0847.

The Knights of Columbus is an
international Catholic family frater-
nal service organization with more
than 1.6 million members in more
than 12,000 local councils. Last year,
the Knights donated more than 57
million volunteer hours and $116
million to charitable and benevolent
causes, sponsoring projects to benefit
their church, councils, communities,
families, and youth.

Westfield Thunder Girls Win
Two, Drop One in Hoops

The Westfield Thunder sixth grade
girls WBA Travel Basketball team de-
feated St. Mary’s, 17-2, and Sayreville,
19-9, in the South Amboy Raritan Bay
League then fell to IC, 27-12.

The Thunder held St. Mary’s scoreless
in the second half with tenacious defense
by Katie Esler, Teeny O’Donnell-Pickert,
Megan Reilly, Anna Powell, Rosa
Graziadei, Kaylen Santiago and Laura
Kenny. Joelle Cancelliere led all scoring
with nine points, including a three-point
buzzer beater to end the game. Amanda
Markowski and Jaclyn LaSpata netted

three points each and Katie Davidson
had two.

The Thunder defense of LaSpata,
Powell, Pickert, Reilly and Kenny also
stifled Sayreville in the second half after
playing to a 9-9 tie in the first half. Sara
Mitchell and Rosa Graziadei sank four
points each, Markowski had three and
Davidson, Julia Spiridigliozzi and
Santiago put in two points each.

Against IC, Davidson bucketed four
points, Markowski had three, Esler and
Mitchell each had two and O’Donnell-
Pickert hit an early free throw. Reilly,
Kenny, Spiridigliozzi, Santiago,
Powell, Cancelliere and Graziadei
played strong defensively.

The Thunder will host Chatham at
Edison Intermediate School on January 9
at 8:30 p.m. then will play South Brunswick
in South Amboy on January 11.

NOT CAMERA SHY…Members of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA girls
swimming team pause to have their picture taken after an event.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO WHERE TO GO…Junior guard, Lakiem Lockery, No. 21, Jeff Macable,
No. 20, Gavin Ford, No. 43 and Mike Johnson, No. 22, guard the zone against an
Hillsborough attacker. The Raiders bedazzled their opponent, 67-45, on Janu-
ary 3 in Scotch Plains.

Classic CH, 5 BR Vic/Col on .54 acre in the “Gardens”.  Beautiful property!  Distinctive
amenities:  high ceil, 2 fireplaces, bay windows, thru-out, new spacious kit w/ granite counters,
center isle, sunny breakfast room and adjacent large FR w/frplc, skylts.  Elegant LR w/frplc,
FDR w/BI’s opens to porch.  MBR w/new BTH featuring whirlpool & separate shower,
skylt, dressing rm, & 2 additional closets.  3rd fl w/2 BR & storage rm.  Hobbie rm in
basement.  Easy walk to town, trans & park.  $1,450,000  (WSF3077)

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com

www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2002
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award

Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002

Hye-Young Choi

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
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Westfield
Beautifully maintained Split-level home features seven rooms, large living room, open kitchen 
to dining room, grade level family room, three bedrooms and two and one half baths. There is a

two-car attached garage and a nice fenced yard. Offered at $449,000. 

Cranford
Well-maintained Orange Avenue Section Colonial features eight rooms, living room with 
fireplace, formal dining room, updated kitchen with breakfast nook, three bedrooms, plus 

sunroom. There are two and one-half baths and a detached garage. Priced at $417,900. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD
MEETING DATES FOR 2004

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Planning Board wishes to advise the public
of its meeting dates.  Meetings at which
formal action will be taken are on the first
Monday of each month at 8:00 p.m. unless
otherwise stipulated, and are held at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey in the Council Cham-
bers on the following dates:

January 8, 2004 August 2, 2004
(see below)

February 2, 2004 September 9, 2004
(see below)

March 1, 2004 October 4, 2004
April 5, 2004 November 4, 2004

(see below)
May 3, 2004 December 6, 2004
June 7, 2004 January 6, 2005
July 8, 2004 February 7, 2005
(see below)

The Board will also meet at 7:30 p.m. on
the above meeting dates in the Mayor’s
Conference Room for a work session which
the public may attend but may not partici-
pate in.

The regular Planning Board meetings for
the months of January, July, September
and November 2004 will be held on a Thurs-
day at 8:00 p.m. in Council Chambers at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey.

Applications and plans to be considered
at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Planning Board, 959
North Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey
and may be seen Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kenneth B. Marsh, Secretary
Westfield Planning Board

1 T - 1/8/04, The Leader Fee: $38.25

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
Scotch Plains will require the services of a
Municipal Prosecutor during 2004; and

WHEREAS, funds are available for this
purpose; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award of
a contract for professional services without
competitive bids must be publicly adver-
tised;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, Union County, New Jersey,
that Michael Blacker, Esq., 1824 Front
Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be ap-
pointed as Municipal Prosecutor from Janu-
ary 1, 2004 to December 31, 2004.

This contract is awarded without competi-
tive bidding as a “professional service” un-
der the provisions of said Local Public Con-
tracts Law because said services are ren-
dered or performed by persons authorized
by law to practice a recognized profession,
which practice is regulated by law, and
which practice requires the knowledge of an
advanced type in a field of learning acquired
by a prolonged, formal course of specified
education and instruction, and because it is
impossible at this time to know the exact
dimensions of the services to be performed
and the exact nature of the various tasks to
be performed, and accordingly, the services
to be rendered cannot reasonably be de-
scribed by written specifications, and addi-
tionally, because the said services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product of
such persons and the fact that the ethical
requirements of such profession will not
permit such bidding.

A copy of this resolution shall be pub-
lished in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.
Dated: January 1, 2004

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 1/8/04, The Times Fee: $42.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDACY
INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT LOCAL

SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICE

January 8, 2004 – The deadline for filing
nominating petitions to run for positions on
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation is Monday, March 1, 2004 at 4:00
p.m., Mr. Anthony DelSordi, announced to-
day.  The election is scheduled for Tuesday,
April 20, 2004.

Prospective school board candidates can
obtain a “School Board Candidate Kit” at the
local school district office.  Published by the
New Jersey School Boards Association, the
School Board Candidate Kit includes infor-
mation about legal qualifications for school
board candidacy, campaign procedures, and
the role of the school board member. Infor-
mation about the New Jersey School Ethics
Act, important dates in the school election
process, and briefing sessions for school
board candidates are also included in the
kit.

“School board membership is a meaning-
ful way to make a contribution to your com-
munity and its schools,” said Glenn B. Ewan,
NJSBA president.  “I urge all qualified citi-
zens to consider board of education mem-
bership.  Serving on your local school board
doesn’t require a degree in education.  The
most important attribute a candidate can
bring to office is a sincere interest in the
community, its children and their educa-
tion.”
CONTACT: Anthony Del Sordi

Business Administrator
Board Secretary

1 T - 1/8/04, The Times Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF DENIAL

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on the 29th
day of October 2003, the Town Council of
the Borough of Fanwood reversed the Reso-
lution of Approval of the Borough of Fanwood
Planning Board, granting a use variance
and other relief to Verizon Wireless, memo-
rialized on June 25, 2003 for the construc-
tion of a wireless communications facility
consisting of twelve (12) antennas mounted
on the existing public utility tower and un-
manned equipment cabinets at the base, on
premises known and designated as Lot 30,
Block 50 on the tax maps of the Borough of
Fanwood and also known as PSE&G Tower
#16/1, Roseland-Metuchen Right-Of-Way,
Elm and North Avenues, Fanwood Bor-
ough, New Jersey.

The Resolution of Denial is available for
review during normal business hours in the
office of the Planning Board of the Borough
of Fanwood.

New York SMSA Limited Partnership
d/b/a Verizon Wireless

Richard D. Stanzione, Esquire
HIERING, DUPIGNAC,

STANZIONE & DUNN, P.C.
64 Washington Street, CN 2015
Toms River, New Jersey 08754

Attorneys for Applicant
1 T - 1/8/04, The Times Fee: $28.05

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF

EXTRAORDINARY, UNSPECIFIABLE
SERVICES BY THE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Commerce National
Insurance Services; 215 Main Street; CN
2017; Toms River, New Jersey 08754

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
Risk Management Consultant

DURATION: January 1, 2004 to Decem-
ber 31, 2004.

AMOUNT: Approximately $26,600.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/8/04, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 01-25-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 184 OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD REGARDING LO-
CATION OF TELECOMMUNI-
CATIONS FACILITIES

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 30, 2003.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/8/04, The Times Fee: $17.34
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Westfield (Week of December 8)
Jane and Warren Rankin to Lori

Saunders, 305 Elm Street, $435,000.
H. John and Marlene Wagner to D.

Villane Construction, LLC, 817
Grant Avenue M/A: 655 Jerusalem
Road Scotch Plains, $705,000.

John and Ann Marie Howlett to
Ross and Ann Rosen, 166 Mountain
Avenue, $775,000.

Prospect Gardens LLC to Mark
Dow, 253 Prospect Street C/O: The
UPS Store #295, 89 Summit Avenue,
Summit, $510,000.

Prospect Gardens LLC to Mark
Dow, 247 Prospect Street C/O: The
UPS Store #295, 89 Summit Avenue,
Summit, $490,000.

James Salvato and Judi Jo Fuoti to
James and Holly Petrie, 512 Chest-
nut Street, South, $429,500.

Scott and Nancy Webb to Jonathan
and Cynthia Root, 824 Coolidge
Street, $599,900.

Lalit and Heather Behal to Robert
and Christine Storchs, 761 Cranford
Avenue, $655,000.

Nazareth Goncalves to Lawrence
Weiner, 122 Cacciola Place M/A:
120 Florence Avenue, $450,000.

Richard and Mary Miller to John
and Karen Fuller, 427 Beechwood
Place, $475,000.

Richard and Robin Gasson to
Stephen Kozik and Leslie Seuberth,
737 Norman Place, $589,000.

Thomas and Angela Cerverizzo to
Caroline Heseding, 1044 Rahway
Avenue, $420,000.

George Harbt to Max Hill Estates,

Inc. C/O Susan McCrea, Esq., 3 Max
Place M/A: 24 Prospect Street,
$265,000.

Carey Lou Ziegler to Albert and
Yaffa Sabag, 1151 Central Avenue,
$280,000.

Francis Wiser to Joseph
Buontempo, 1533 Rahway Avenue
and 4 Burgess Court M/A: 1020 South
Avenue, West, $905,000.
Westfield (Week of December 15)

Afshin Khodabakhsh and Stella
Sarraf to Jean-Philippe Brisson and
Stephanie Demers, 110 Barchester
Way M/A: 308 West Gate Drive,
Edison, $690,000.

Robert and Claire Tansey to
Benninger Management, LLC, 838
Mountain Avenue M/A: 277 Timber-
line Road, Mountainside, $650,000.

Paul and Maureen Busch to Rob-
ert and Kathleen Tetrault, 653
Hillcrest Avenue, $453,000.

Patricia Johnson and Orlonda
Hurdle to Marie Edmond, 203
Livingston Street, $262,000.

Anthony Archambault to Anthony
Buontempo, 678 Willow Grove Road,
$350,000.

MJSP, Inc. to Richard Pardo and
Sheri Gilbert Pardo, 1109 Columbus
Avenue, $712,500.

Richard and Sheri Pardo to Robert
and Robin Eisman, 6 Starlight Court,
$600,000.

Gary and Linda Shor to Andrea
Sheridan, 50 Mohawk Trail,
$442,500.

Lois Raetz to Qing Dallas-Yang,
73 Tamaques Way, $305,000.

Recent Home SalesCLASSIFIEDS

A FEAST WITH FRIENDS…Westfield Cooperative Nursery School’s Three-Year-
Old Class, pictured with teacher Angela Murphy, recently enjoyed a feast which
included many items prepared by the students themselves. The school is operated at
the First Congregational Church, located at 125 Elmer Street in Westfield.

PREP Meeting to be Held
For Caregivers January 21

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
PREP Caregivers’ Support Group will
meet on Wednesday, January 21, from
7 to 9 p.m. at SAGE Spend-A-Day,
located at 550 Springfield Avenue in
Berkeley Heights.

PREP is SAGE’s monthly
caregivers’ support group, offered
free of charge to anyone who as-
sumes the responsibility of caring
for an older adult.

Participants are given the opportu-
nity to learn effective coping skills,

enjoy fellowship with those in similar
circumstances and acquire knowledge
of available community resources.

Other meetings for the first half
of 2004 are scheduled for February
18, March 17, April 21, May 20 and
June 16.

SAGE serves as a community re-
source in the establishment and deliv-
ery of services for older adults and their
caregivers. For information and direc-
tions, please call Ellen McNally, Direc-
tor of InfoCare, at (908) 273-4598.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2002
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Fine Homes By Frank

Immaculate 3 Bedroom Colonial featuring an Entrance Foyer;
Formal Living Room; Formal Dining Room; EIK; MBR w/ 1/2
baths; Recreation Room; CAC and 1 car garage. WSF3075

Westfield                                       $419,900

Two new homes to be built by Needle Point Homes on over 1/2 acre each in established tree lined
neighborhood.  Beautifully appointed, each home offers an Entrance Foyer; Living Room; Formal
Dining Room; EIK w/island; Library; 4 Bedroom including a MBR suite w/full bath, walk in closet
and Sitting Room and 2 car garage. WSF33038 & 3039

Westfield                                                                                 $940,000

Classic Center Hall Colonial set on a knoll on the Boulevard
featuring an Entrance Hall; Living Room w/fplc; Formal Dining
Room w/built in’s; EIK; sunny Den; 5 Bedrooms including a
MBR suite w/full bath.  Just a hop skip and a jump to Jefferson
School. WSF3049

Westfield                                       $850,000

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2002

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award
Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com

www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

Westfield . . . Beautifully renovated 4 bedroom home across from Mindowaskin
Park.  Custom features include Euro kit w/granite cntrs, skylt, vaul ceil, newer bath
& oak trimmed windows.  LR with nat’l wd box beam ceil & fplc, FDR, Breakfast
rm.  Great location to town & train.  WSF2932 $699,900

Charming 4 bedroom colonial on a quiet tree-lined street with easy walk to school,
transportation and shops.  EV opens to sunny living room w/frplc.  Spacious Dining
room w/alcove.  Sunny Eat-in kitchen and den.  Refinished HWFLS  throughout,
Rec rm w/powder room, fenced yard.  Move right in!   WSF3082 $499,000

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, January 11th, 1-4 PM
757 Fairacres Avenue, Westfield

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, January 11th, 1-4 PM
300 North Euclid Avenue, Westfield

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555, ext. 169
Direct Line: 908-301-2015 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

 

Welcome Home... 

Quality and charm radiate throughout this 4 bedroom, 2½ bath Center Hall 

Colonial.  The elegant front to back Living Room boasts a beautiful wood 

burning fireplace with built-in shelving and decorative mirror.  The new Eat-

in Kitchen offers granite countertops and center island, built-in wine rack, 

abundant wood cabinetry, hi hat lighting and more.  The living space is fur-

ther enhanced by a formal Dining Room, basement Recreation Room and 

walk-up to 3rd floor attic with an additional bedroom and storage area.   

Presented for $769,000. 
For an appointment or additional information, please call: 

Joyce Taylor 
 

Call Direct:  (908) 233-6417 

600 NORTH AVENUE, WEST   WESTFIELD, NJ    (908) 233-0065 

HELP WANTED

New Restaurant Coming Soon
Fine Italian Cuisine in Westfield

Looking for Help.
Please Call (908) 884-8702.

Diamond Engagement Ring
Lost in front of

Hung’s Shanghai Restaurant
on Park Avenue in

Scotch Plains.
LARGE REWARD !!!

(908) 561-7744
daytime (908) 486-1111

LOST RING

Plainfield - Historic, near Sleepy
Hollow, immaculate 1/2 Bed-
room in quiet 2 family. Minutes
to NYC train. Starting from
$825.00 Call (908) 922-0500

APARTMENT FOR RENT

HOME FOR SALE

Open House Sun 1-4
For sale by owner, deceptively large,
4 bdrms, 3 full baths, new kit, fam rm
w/vaulted ceilings, fin bsmt,
hardwood flrs and more. 407 Benson
Pl., Westfield. (908) 654-1021

HELP WANTED

FT/PT Assistant Manager
for men’s fitness center in

Scotch Plains.
Will train, flexible hours.

(908) 490-1117HOUSE FOR SALE

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4 PM
632 BENSON PLACE

WESTFIELD
Pre-completion tour! Magnificent
design with true Victorian detail is
evident in every custom upgrade
throughout this outstanding home.
Take a peek & marvel at
perfection. Dirs: W. Broad to S.
Chestnut to Benson. $929,000.

BURGDORFF REALTORS
Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065

DOG TRAINING

X-mas pup need manors?
House training, nipping,

bolting, obedience
(646) 265-8743

www.ny-njDogTrainer.com

ELDERCARE

Will care for elderly person, live-
in, Polish/English speaking.
Experienced with references
available. Personal care, cooking,
housekeeping. (973) 827-1746

HELP WANTED

3-Star Restaurant
Looking for P/T Waitstaff.

Call (908) 931-9244

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,

IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$250.00/M

Call Lori (973) 397-3541

POOL TABLE

Like New! Complete with all
accessories, Pool sticks, etc.

Best Offer
(908) 665-2527

AUTO FOR SALE

95 Pontiac Grand Prix,
4-Door, Green, Low Mileage,

Excellent Condition.
Best Offer

Call (908) 665-2527

MATH TUTOR

Ivy-level mathematics degree,
proven results. Calculus,
statistics, trigonometry, math
SATs.  Joe (908) 781-0888.

 APARTMENT FOR RENT

Large bright 2 Bed Apt. in Westfield.
W/D, LR, sun rm, breakfast nook,
fireplace, very quiet. Short
walk to Train/Bus/Town, Abundant
Closet/Storage space. Must see.
Please call: (908) 789-9102.

P/T HOUSEKEEPER WANTED

Light housework, transportation
(must have own car), mornings /
late afternoons, flexible weekly
schedule. Great opportunity.

Call (908) 868-2284

Blood Drives Scheduled
For Later This Month
COUNTY — Dates and locations

have been announced for several area
blood drives that will take place this
month. Donors should be in good
health, between the ages of 17 and
75, and have their identification and
Social Security numbers handy.

The schedule is as follows: Satur-
day, January 17, 8:45 a.m. to 2:15
p.m. at the First Unitarian Society,
724 Park Avenue, Plainfield; Wednes-
day, January 21, 4 to 8 p.m. at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA, 1340
Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, and
Saturday, January 24, 4 to 8 p.m. at
the United Church of Christ, 220
West 7th Street in Plainfield.
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Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought
First Marking Period Distinguished, Regular Honor Roll
Announced by Westfield High School Principal Dr. Petix
WESTFIELD – Westfield High

School (WHS) Principal Dr. Robert
Petix has reported the First Marking
Period Distinguished Honor Roll and
Regular Honor Roll for the 2003-
2004 academic term.

According to the WHS Guidance
Department, in order to qualify for the
Distinguished Honor Roll, students
must obtain all “A”s in every academic
course. To receive Regular Honor Roll
status, a pupil must earn all “A”s and
“B”s in every academic subject.

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
48 FRESHMEN

Amy Alszuler Anna Koehler
Amy Behr Kate Kovalenko
Emily Bregman Edward Langer
Beth Budnick Neha Limaye
Patrina Caruana Mary Kate Luker
Emily Cataldo Nathan Margolin
Tiffany Cayado Georgia Mierswa
Julia Cederroth Tara Picaro
Luc Charansonney Ellen Ramage
Theodore Chou Daniella Regencia
Kathryn Cronen Nicole Reich
Jennifer Danielsson Jessica Riegel
Nicole DiBenedetto Nathaniel Roquet
Kristen Dilzell William Schwartz
Aaron Eisenberg Arielle Smelkinson
Samaa El-Sherbeini Jesse Solomon
Alena Fleming Katherine Taylor
Angelina Garneva Samantha Vitale
Lindsay Goldberg Jason Waks
Andrew Goldman Molly Williams
Marissa Goldner Ayn Carlee Wisler
James Kelly Benjamin Zakarin
Erika Kettleson Aron Zavaro
Bryan Knapp Chloe Zeitounian

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
213 FRESHMEN

Ross Abramowitz Stephen Kielar
Randi Ackerman Ye Seul Kim
Claire Albanese Elizabeth Kline
Matthew Amato Adam Koll
Erica Ammermuller Julia Korn
Kimberly Angus Jennifer Laspata
Kaitlyn Anness Brian Lee
Sara Anthony Matthew Leonard
Philip Anton Joseph Linares
Peter Antonelli Alyssa Lund
Anthony Arnold Claire MacDonald
Jillian Aronson Thomas Malaspina
Adam Ashby Lane Maloney
John Attanasio Adelle Mantle
Victoria Attanasio Michael Marks
Stephanie Baeder Christopher Mattes
Luke Baran Kevin Maus
Gabrael Barnes Natalia Mavrogiannis
Brian Bayne Melissa McDermott
Caitlin Bludgus Erin McCarthy
Gregory Boyle Lauren McCurdy
Eric Brandman Kevin McDermott
Lindsay Brown Amanda McQuade
Melanie Brown Rebecca McQuade
Jennifer Burns James Meylor
Andrew Cantor Philip Micele
Scott Cantor Russell Miller
Robert Cariste Erin Moran
Amanda Carolan Katherine Morgan
Matthew Carville Caitlin Murphy
Chloe Cherin Stephanie Musat

Christopher Chou Jeffrey Mysel
Stephanie Christiano Natalie Narotzky
Justin Chu Jesse Natale
Anthony Cocuzza Rachel Newberg
Kristina Cofone Julienne Niemiera
Jessica Cohen Roberto Olivares
Catherine Cordeiro Caitlyn Oster
Brian Corea Sean Palme
G. Peter Cornell Christopher Patella
Eric Richard Courtney Andrew Patel-Schneider
Samuel Crawford Ojus Patil
Tara Daly Cara Paulan
Brian Davidson Sarah Pecker
Seth Davidson Emily Perry
Connor Davis Courtney Phillips
Emily De Rosa Olivia Pomann
Amanda Diaz Jarret Przybylski
Kelly Dohm Colleen Psomas
Ashley Dunnan Anna Pulllicino
Scott Dyer Sarah Queller
Casey Elkoury Jonathan Ramalho
Felicia Erlich Matthew Renard
Elizabeth Falzon Brittany Reyes
Jasmine Farmer Drew Ritter
William Farrell, 4th Lindsey Romano
Rachel Feeney Adam Rubin
Leah Fertig-Cohen Peter Rucinsky
Lauren Finestein George Russo
Jonathan Finkel Elizabeth Scanlon
Nicole Finkel Melanie Schor
Andrew Ford Brittany Shaykevich
Remi Formal Julie Anne Shelman
Alexander Forstenhausler Marlena Sheridan
Marley Frankel Daniel Shorrock
Kylie Fraser John-William Sidhom
Joshua Friedman Joseph Simone
Jason Frost Hope Skibitsky
Kelly Furlong Jenna Skoller
Sarah Garry Leanne Skorge
Emily Gee Bryan Smith
Kelly Gelber Darrell Ann Smith
Jana Goldfarb Jacqueline Snyder
Kayley Graham Brent Souders
Jiaming Guan Kate Statton
Alyson Guerriero Jamie Steiner
Tegest Hailu Joseph Steinfeld
Luke Hammond Caroline Steller
Emma Hand Jacob Stevens-Haas
William Harbaugh Thomas Stewart
Peter John Harley Laura Straus
Matthew Harris Virginia Stroup
Zachary Harris Kelsey Sullivan
Kelly Ann Hausseguy Satya Tagat
Ying He Julie Tiedrich
Jonathan Helfand Julia Tomaszewsky
Leanne Hewit Douglas Townsend
Timothy Hou Joseph Tressitt
Maureen Hughes Andrea Turitz
Christine Isabella William Uhr
Timothy Jacob Alex Vanarelli
Gerald Jakubovic Michael Venezia
Alexandra Jenkins Michael Verrier
Phillip John Ted Vincett
Samuel John Josh Wasserman
Daniel Johnson Jonathan Weintraub
Troy Johnson Leigh Weissman
Madeline Joyce Francesca Welham
Daniel Kahaner Heather Welham
Christopher Kalis Robert Whitehead
Anya Kaplan Maxwell Wieder
Ilana Kaplan Charles Woehr
Emily Kaplowitz Alexander Wronski
Valerie Keil Tiffany Yang
Meredith Kender Ryan Yarusi
Emily Kieczykowski Caroline Yost

Kyle Zeitounian

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
19 SOPHOMORES

Dana Barrasso Rachel Leopold
Miriam Becker-Cohen Feng Kevin Liang
Brian Burdulia Joann Mathew
Jesse Cohn Lauren Miceli
Christine Deserio Gianna Pafumi
Kyle Fleming Christopher Pinheiro
Kaitlin Gorman Jessica Porter
Erik Jacobsen Richard Scialabba
Matthew Leong Jeffrey Thomashow

Yuchen Zhang

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
173 SOPHOMORES

David Ackerman Alexander Hodara
Kristin Aguero Julianne Hodges
Katharine Anderson Katherine Itz
Charles Barber Minkyu Jang
Rachel Barrett Katherine Jarmas
Julie Bennett Kristopher Kagan
Lauren Bentivegna Matthew Kamel
Norite Bercovicz Noelle Kandigian
Maurice Blackmon Alexander Kao
Kevin Block Lauren Koepfler
John Bogatko Jaclyn Lack
Kyler Boyd Emma Laird
George Braun Xiao-Yang Lin
Sarah Brois Jessica Lipschutz
Andrew Brunhofer Caitlin Lisooey
Krista Burslem Kari Lobrutto
Christopher Byrne Rachael Louie
Megan Camillo Caroline Luppescu
Stephen Caprario Caitlin Mahoney
Justine Cassidy Jonathan Maimon
Hannah Cataldo Samantha Manetti
Justin Cesario Kaitlin McGovern
Jonathan Chananie Anna McGrath
Rachel Charatan Daniel McGrory
Abby Chazanow Marilyn Mench
Lisa Chen John Meredith
Raymond Chen Jennifer Metz
Justin Chou Thomas Meylor
Emily Cleaves Samantha Miller
Brendan Cline Jessica Minsky
Maura Connolly Lauren Mitchell
Karolyn Cook Jessica Moskowitz
Erin Cooper Kyle Murray
Samantha Coulson Neal Nemiroff
Arielle Dance Ravenna Neville
Patrick Daurio Alexandra Nish
Brian Debbie Michael Noblett
Timothy Dohm Victor Nolasco
Monica Doss Thomas O’Brien
Aris Doutis Carly Oliff
Monica Dreyer Jillian Olsen
Margaret Driscoll Carrie Palumbo
Matthew Early Eunice Park
Jane Eilbacher Danielle Partenope
Alissa Eisenberg Sarah Patankar
Lindsay Elbaum Robert Pavleszek
Anthony Fabiano Stacey Perlman
Laura Fernandez Jeffrey Perrella
Kristina Fietkiewicz Kara Petersen
Christine Fitzpatrick Annie Peyton
Marykate Flannery William Picaro
Allison Fleder Jason Rea
Kerilyn Foley Kathryne Read
Clare Frattarola Caitlin Reilly
Daniel Freire Luke Ricci
Thomas Fringer Thomas Ricciuti
Lucy Fromtling Sarah Rogers
Alan Futran Jayne Ruotolo
John Gagliano Kristen Ryan
Muping Gan Jason Salomon
Jesse Garfinkel Amy Santoriello
Adam Gaskill Christopher Scharpf
Pierce Gaynor Alexander Schoch
Sarah Gerber Daniel Schwartz
Kyle Gillyard Eric Scrudato
James Gockel Andrew Shaffer
Jeffrey Goldstein David Scott Shottland
Diana Goodman Kaitlyn Shulman
Andrea Gordon Emily Singer
Erica Greene Lauren Sinnenberg
Amanda Gross Rachel Smith
Ryan Gundrum Kathleen Solan
George Handza, 3rd Zal Spialter
Ben Harel Sarah St. Lifer
Talisah Harrison Thomas Hewit Taylor
Lauren Heffernan Alan Tso
Jessica Heo Rachel Barri Tucker
Meaghan Higgins Jennifer Urciuoli
Samantha Hirtler Evan Vanarelli
James Hoban Jenna Vandervort
Jillian Hobson Kayla Vandervort
Megan Vanderbort  Mary Walsh
Thaddeus Walsh Colin Willard
Pamela Wilson  Jeremy Wolf
Brian Thomas Yee Michael Yee
Anton Yudin Jennifer Zhu

Alex Zierler

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
17 JUNIORS

Jake Brandman Michael Gorski
Amanda Cohen Rebecca Mason
Christina Cordeiro Alex Monaco
Gilad Edelman Katharine Okamoto
Michael Feniger Neda Simaika
Scott Fishberg Kayli Spialter
Lauren Gelmetti Elizabeth Werner
Justin Goncalves Benjamin Wider

Lisa Zhang

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
187 JUNIORS

Michael Adamcik Michelle Markowski
Michael Agresta John Marks
Susanna Baranchuk Joseph Martino
Lisa Basile Sarah Masel
Jeffrey Bayne Kristen Materek
Amy Bernstein Mary Mc Call
Brooke Bernstein Joshua Mc Mahon
Diego Betancourt Andrew McGovern
Evan Bilheimer Tara Meagher
Eloise Birdsey-Marks Suzanne Merkelson
Matthew Boyle Jared Messina
Samuel Brenner Jared Moloshok
Wesley Brockway Taylor Mulvee
Alexandria Brummell Barrett Newell
George Bucci Katherine Newingham
Jacqueline Burns Hillary Nicoll
Darek Candelore Lauren Nolan
Caroline Cariste Lisa Novick
Gina Castrorao Tara O’Donohue
Gene Chen Michael Oliff
Allison Clancy Annie Onishi
Garrett Cockren Adrienne O’Rourke
Andrea Colbert Emily Ortuso
Lyndsay Couture Brian Oxman
Ashley Current Giovanna Palatucci
Jacqueline De La Fuente Angela Parisi
Urmi Dedhiya Danielle Parkinson
Lindsay Degiralamo Rebecca Perch
Thomas Del Duca Sarah Perch
Leah Di Matteo Nicholas Petrarca
Amanda Dickson Emily Printz
Carina Don Elizabeth Purcell
Mark Doss Dina Ragab
Athina Doutis David Reinhardt
Lauren Eisenberg Patrick Rizk
Jamie Elbaum Alison Beth Rodino
Shaun Elwell Jessica Ropars
Lina Eriksson Abigail Rosenstein
Katherine Fahrenthold Gregory Ryan, Jr.
Evan Falk Perry Sacks
Michael Fantini Gregory Salmon
Jenna Federgreen John Sawicki
Allison Feldman Willa Schaefer
Meaghan Fitzpatrick William Schoenbach

Drew Flast Rebecca Schulman
Megan Fowler Lindsay Seagull
Courtney Franko  Ashley Seitz
Jennifer Gerckens Kirsten Selert
Keivan Ghorbanzadeh Ryan Shallcross
Deanna Goldner Yifan Shao
Ashton Golembo Emily Sheehan
Julie Gralla Katrine Singhbaba
Emily Rose Greenberg Anne Siwulec
Jeffrey Greenlaw Andrew Skoller
James Hanas Katherine Sloan
Mark Harbaugh Katherine Smith
Monica Harris Lisa Smythe
Camille Hausheer Dana Brett Spass
Marie-Claire Hausseguy Brad Speck
William Hearon Amanda Spector
Max Heitner Gregory Speir
Alexandra Hermann Christopher Starke
Craig Hewit Matthew Statton
Christopher Hild Christine Stirrat
Katelyn Hoens Brian Stotter
Jeffrey Hogan Robin Streit
Peter Hrinewski Monica Sull
James Hwang Jessica Sussman
Ralph Iannazzone Jonathan Tannenbaum
Kate Judd Maxwell Thomas
Bryan Kahn Mikala Tidsell
Charles Kalis Allison Tiedrich
Brian Kender David Torres
John Kerr Thomas Tresnan
Valerie Kerr Elizabeth Trimble
Philip Kim Christopher Tropeano
Samuel Kim Justin Tullo
Griffith Kimmins Allison Turitz
Sarah Klass John Velasco
Henry Koehler Christopher Velderman
Perri Jana Koll Alec Wasserman
Rebecca Korn Jacqueline Weidman
Edward Kramkowski Justin West
Jeremy Krell Lauren Winchester
Michelle Kuppersmith Cameron Wong
Margaret Lee Michael Woods
Sara Lesko Qiaozi Yang
Andrew Levy Sing Yeow
Abigail Lewis Anne Yingling
Zachary Lowenstein Zoe Zachariades
Elizabeth MacKay Christopher Zaffuto
Emily Rose MacNeil Michael Zahler
Brendan Mahoney Dana Zichlin

Nicole Zubizarreta

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
29 SENIORS

Katherine Albino Somi Kim
Brooke Austin Kelli Layton
Rebecca Bellovin James Leong
Nicole Brunetto Jeremy MacKechnie
Jennifer Buccino Gabrielle Mahar
Ryan Burslem Alison McCabe
Kathleen Ferio Theresa Nowicki
Amy Fiorino Pooja Patel
Katherine Geenberg Carolyn Pecoraro
Alyson Goodman Alison Petrow
Scott Grobstein Brian Pirot
Sarah Hoban Carolina Safar
Paul Johnson Shanna Vella
Elizabeth Keating Kate Warren

Laura Yee

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
184 SENIORS

Jesse Abramowitz Rachel Lazar
Stephen Adamo Jacqueline Le Blanc
Stephen Anderson Ryan Leonard
David Axelrod Meghana Limaye
Emily Barnes Cassandra Lo
Carl Baron Jourdan Loffredo
Christopher Barrasso Caitlin Lojo
Ryan Bartholomew Kristina Lucarelli
Kevin Behr Christopher Macdonald
Sabrina Bengal Marykate Maher
Ravi Bharadwaj Dana Ann Marra
Rahul Bhasin Jennie Mathew
Abigail Bramnick Jeffrey Mathews
Kathryn Brucia Kathleen McCrea
Hannah Burke Robert McGowan
Thomas Byrne, 3rd Katherine McGrath
Bradford Cantor Matthew McManus
Sarah Caprario Robert Mench
Steven Cheah Lauren Meriton
Michael Checchio Jason Mesches
Jason Chironna Jacob Mirsky
Youri Choi Matthew Mitchell
Dorothy Chou Richard Moran
Danielle Coleman Lyndsey Mroz
Jessica Conner Lauren Musacchia
Stefanie Courtney Lyda Negron
Alex Crawford Amanda Nehring
Mikaela Cruz Alexandria Newton
Annika Danielsson Katherine Nicol
Samantha Davis Adam Seth Novick
Christopher De Freitas Yasmin Nozari
Alexandra DeJohn Jeffrey Nusse
Joshua Dennerlein Polina Opelbaum
Alexandra Devlin Alan Ozdamar
Jonathan Dickstein David Palma
Katherine Eckman Ryan Palumbo
Sagiv Edelman Jenna Patterson
Brendan Egan Laura Pietruszki
Ian Eldridge Melissa Pizor
Rebecca Fallon Laura Powers
Elizabeth Fetissoff Gregory Psomas
Lily Flast Eadaoin Quinn
Suzanna Fowler Erica Raiff
Daniel Francis Katherine Re
Monique Franklin Alex Regenstreich
Carolyn Freundlich Amanda Reider
Steven Fromtling Margaret Reynolds
Jennifer Frost David Riggs
Milan Fry Catherine Rimondi
Claire Ganley Aurora Rivendale
Ariel Garfinkel Melissa Rosen
Danielle Gelber Zachary Rosenberg
Amanda Genova Matthew Rowe
Adam Gerckens Andrew Royston
Erin Goldberger Meredith Rucinsky
Christopher Gonzalez Alice Ryan
Scott Grau Rebecca Sabreen
Allison Grow Christina Santilli
Paula Guerra Joshua Schoenfeld
Jessica Guerriero Matthew Schoenfeld
Samuel Gurdus Gillian Scorcia
Thomas Hialu Tarik Shah
Christina Hamway Michael Sheflin
Carolyn Harbaugh Laura Shelman
Erika Hasenfus Irinia Sheremetyeva
Danielle Heffernan Caroline Sheridan
Christian Heinen Rebecca Shottland
Sarah Herman Ella Shuster
David Hewit, Jr. Caitlin Stanley
Kevin Hobson Jaclyn Steinbach
Matthew Hodges Lauren Steller
Samantha Hooper-Hamersley Anne Tabachnick
Michael Huber Shari Thomashow
Sabrina Hurley Lee Tomasso
Heather Idland Christina Tonges
David Israelow Tovah Tripp
Peter Itz Vladimir Ukhmylenko
Michael Ivan David Urban
Steven Jacobsen Kristen Valla
Anthony Johnson Charles Vickers
Elliott Johnson Bartholomew Walsh
Elizabeth Joyce Emily Warren
Jack Joyce Allison Wicks
Katherine Kielar Christine Wicks
Chungha Steve Kim Donald Williams, 3rd
Gregory Kivetz Alex Wright
Timothy Kolenut Ashley Yarusi
Wai-Ching Kong Kathryn Yoo
Joseph Korfmacher Kyle Yost
Kimberly Lam Jordan Zakarin
Hrvoje Landeka Keith Zemsky
Anthony Lavecchia Jenna Zorn

CRAFTING BLUES AWAY…Students at Tamaques Elementary School in
Westfield brushed away their winter blues at the school’s annual winter crafts
fair. The pupils painted flowerpots, stuffed snowmen, designed ceramic pins,
decorated door hangers, made glitter globes and filled cookie jars.

Open House for St. Bart’s
Pre-K Program Scheduled

SCOTCH PLAINS — St.
Bartholomew Interparochial School
in Scotch Plains will host an Open
House for its new full-day Pre-Kin-
dergarten program on Thursday,
January 15, from 9 to 11 a.m. and
12:30 to 2 p.m.

The Open House will offer an in-
formal opportunity to tour the class-
rooms for the program, as well as
meet with teachers who can answer
questions about the Pre-K that will
begin in September.

Registration for the program will
be held on Thursday, January 22.

The program for four year olds
will feature academic readiness skills
in reading and math, art and music
classes, a library and story time pro-
gram, and religious education. Cer-
tified teachers will conduct the pro-
gram and a nursing staff will be

available for the students.
To accommodate parents’ sched-

ules, drop-off and pick-up periods
between 8 to 8:30 a.m. and 2:30 to 3
p.m. have been planned. Students
registered in the Pre-K program will
be priority registrants for entering
St. Bartholomew’s Kindergarten.

The Pre-K pupils will have access
to a fully equipped pre-kindergarten
homeroom, an arts/crafts classroom,
an indoor gym, resource room, and
library/media center.

St. Bartholomew Interparochial
School, which was established in
1952, currently serves kindergarten
through eighth grade pupils and is
staffed by Religious Teachers
Filippini and a lay faculty.

For more information about the Pre-
K program and registration, please call
the school office at (908) 322-4265.

FRIENDLY SKIES…Third grade students at Evergreen Elementary School in
Scotch Plains took to the skies last week in celebration of the 100th anniversary
of the Wright Brothers first flight. Students of Carol Hutchison, Paula Franco and
Terry Keller made paper airplanes and took flight in the school’s gym. They also
created edible model airplanes using graham crackers, frosting and pretzels.

Applications Now Available
For Two Read Scholarships
WESTFIELD – Robert Read has

reported that applications for the
Read Law Scholarships are currently
available at the Westfield High School
Guidance Department office.

Completed applications must be
submitted to the office on or before
Wednesday, March 31.

To be eligible, applicants must
have graduated from either Westfield
or Plainfield High Schools, and be in
attendance, or have been accepted as
a full-time student at a law school for
the forthcoming year. The grant is
also available to any full-time stu-
dent enrolled at Fordham Law
School.

The Law Scholarship Fund was
established by Mr. Read and his wife,
Winifred. Mr. Read is a past presi-
dent of the Rotary Club of Westfield
and of the Union County Bar Asso-
ciation. Prior to his retirement, he
was of counsel to Lindabury,
McCormick and Estabrook of
Westfield.

The Reads also established the
Linda Read Memorial Scholarship
Fund, in memory of their daughter,
Linda, who had been a nurse. This
fund awards two grants per year, first
to students seeking to attend nursing
school, and secondly to pre-medi-
cine students.

Applicants for the Linda Read
Memorial Scholarship should use
the Rotary scholarship application,
which is also available at the
Westfield High School Guidance
Office.

Both funds are administered by
the Westfield Foundation. The grant
recipients are selected by the Schol-
arship Committee of the Westfield
Rotary Club. In awarding grants, the
selection committee will consider
need as well as merit.

Two grants will be awarded from
each fund in amounts to be deter-
mined and the awards will be made
in June at the Rotary Club Scholar-
ship luncheon.

SP-F Scholarship Foundation
Reports New Awards, Funding

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Founda-
tion has announced that new scholar-
ship booklets and applications are avail-
able for all Scotch Plains and Fanwood
residents who will be graduating from
high school in 2004, or who will be
undergraduate college students during
the 2004-2005 academic term.

The materials are available at the
Counseling Services Office of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS). Foundation President Ellie
Kramps must receive all applica-
tions by Monday, March 1.

Beginning with the 2004-2005
academic term, two new grants have
been made available specifically for
pupils graduating SPFHS.

The first award will be a $1,000
scholarship made possible by a fund
established in 2003 to honor the life
and contributions of Manya Ungar,
who was an activist for the welfare
and education of young people be-
ginning on a local level and broaden-
ing to a national platform.

The grant will be given annually to
a SPFHS graduating senior residing
in Scotch Plains or Fanwood, who is
planning to further his/her education
in pursuit of a career in music, drama
or the arts.

The second award, which will be
given in the amount of $500, has
been established to memorialize
Walter F. Lestarchick, Jr. The grant
was made available by a fund estab-
lished by the family and friends of
the lifelong Scotch Plains resident,
who was killed while working for the
school board during a snowstorm in
December of 2003.

The Lestarchick scholarship will

be distributed annually to a graduat-
ing SPFHS senior, who is a resident
of Scotch Plains or Fanwood, and
who has succeeded in school while
being academically challenged with
a learning disability.

Dr. Terry Riegel, who began his
career at SPFHS in 1969 as a social
studies teacher and retired in 1998 as
the school’s principal, established a
scholarship fund beginning with a gift
of $5,000, which represented his total
salary for his first year in the district.

Since that time, he has funded a
$1,000 scholarship given to a gradu-
ating SPFHS senior, who has demon-
strated potential and promise for suc-
cess in post-high school education.

Dr. Riegel recently notified the
foundation’s treasurer, Joseph Nagy,
that he will be making an additional
gift to the fund, bringing the total
value of the fund to $50,000. Using
the earnings from the fund, the foun-
dation will be able to annually honor
Dr. Riegel’s wish to support young-
sters from SPFHS.

During the past 37 years, the Board
of Trustees of the SP-F Scholarship
Foundation has administered schol-
arships through gifts given by cur-
rent and former members of the two
communities.

Presently, the group manages
scholarships from 24 established
funds and from 25 individuals and
organizations, which annually do-
nate money.

To contribute to the Dollars for
Students Fund, or to the Ungar or
Lestarchick funds, please send mon-
etary gifts to the SP-F Scholarship
Foundation, P.O. Box 123, Fanwood,
07023.

Willow Grove Pre-School
Sets Jan. 20 Open House

SCOTCH PLAINS — Willow
Grove Pre-School in Scotch Plains
will hold a parent pre-registration open
house for the 2004-2005 school year
on Tuesday, January 20, at 10 a.m. in
the church’s Alexander Hall. The snow
date is Thursday, January 22.

Director Kathy Calello will present
a slide show giving an overview of
the pre-school program along with a
tour of the facility.

Willow Grove Pre-School is a Chris-
tian pre-school, sponsored by Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church and li-
censed by the state of New Jersey.
Class teachers are state-certified.

Classes are offered for children
who will be 2 ½ years of age by
Friday, October 1, for the 3 minus
program, along with classes for 3
year olds, 4 year olds and the 4 plus
class for children who either miss
the kindergarten cut off date or just
need another year of pre-school.

Registration will begin on Mon-
day, February 2, for the present en-
rollees and alumni, whereas open
registration will begin on Monday,
February 9. For further information
call Mrs. Calello at (908) 232-7117.

New Roster of Workshops
Told by County Vo-Tech

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools in Scotch Plains has reported
a new slate of January classes. All of
the classes, which will be held at
1776 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains,
cost $100 each, with the exception of
“Winter Lesson Plans.”

Previous knowledge of PowerPoint
is necessary for “PowerPoint – Bells
and Whistles,” which is slated for
Thursday, January 8, from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m.

On Tuesday, January 13, “Audio
Magic” will be held from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. for pupils interested in how to
add music and voiceovers to
PowerPoint presentations. Also, on
January 13, students will learn how
to create a simple web page in “Web
Design Made Easy” from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.

“Winter Lesson Plans” on Wednes-
day, January 14, from 3:30 to 5:30
p.m. will show students how to cel-
ebrate the winter season by explor-
ing hands-on activities and websites.

“Access – Intermediate” will be
held on Wednesday, January 21, from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., teaching pupils to
filter, sort and create queries, and
manipulate objects in report design
views. “Introduction to Microsoft
Access” is required.

On Monday, January 26,
“Webquests for Beginners” will be
taught from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. This
course helps teachers learn new tools
to bring the Internet experience into
the classroom. Basic Internet knowl-
edge is necessary.

“Inspiration in the Classroom” will
be held on Wednesday, January 28,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. to teach visual
outlines and graphic organizers to
teachers to bring into the classroom.
A free demonstration copy of “Inspi-
ration” will be given.

Students can create flyers, cards
and newsletters for school and home
in “Publisher XP” on Thursday, Janu-
ary 29, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., while

“Photos with Power,” a slideshow
creation course, will be taught the
following day, Friday, January 30,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Seats are available on a first-come,
first-served basis for “Teaching, Test-
ing and Technology” courses –
“Mathematics and Language Arts
Literacy” throughout the month. For
the full schedule, please visit
www.ucvts.tec.nj.us.

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!
www.goleader.com
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Genealogist to Discuss Use
Of Records In Research

WESTFIELD — The Genealogi-
cal Society of the West Fields will
meet on Saturday, January 10,  at 10
a.m. in the Program Room of the
Westfield Memorial Library, located
at 550 East Broad Street.

Larry Fermi will speak on “Cross-
ing The Pond — Finding Immigrant
Origins,” in which he will explain
how people can use United States
records to determine the city and
country of origin of an immigrant
ancestor or relative.

This covers documents like birth,
marriage and death certificates, cen-
sus records, naturalization forms,
Social Security death records and
passenger lists.

Mr. Fermi has been a member of
the Monmouth County Genealogy
Society’s Education Committee for
several years and is currently Vice
President of that organization.

He is also a member of the Asso-
ciation of Professional Genealo-
gists, the National Genealogical
Society, the Genealogical Speak-
ers’ Guild and the Genealogical
Society of New Jersey.

The public is invited to attend

Charming 3 bedroom Colonial conveniently located near 
shops, schools and New York City transportation.  The home 
features a wood burning fireplace in the Living Room, up-
dated Kitchen with breakfast bar overlooking formal Dining 
Room with sliders to deck.  Finished recreation room with 
half bath, cozy den, detached garage, oversized property and 
more. Offered for $449,000. 

For an appointment or additional information, please call: 

Joyce Taylor and Elaine Demyen 
 

(908) 233-6417       or       (908) 233-6326 

600 NORTH AVENUE, WEST    WESTFIELD, NJ    (908) 233-0065 

 

 
 
 

Comfort is Mandatory 
Westfield . . .This enchanting Cape Cod boasts 4 generous bedrooms & two full baths. On cold 
winter evenings enjoy snuggling up in front of one of the two wood burning fireplaces. On hot 
summer days relax in central air conditioning. The sun-filled Living Room is warm & inviting. 
Archways welcome you into each corner of the home. The private park-like setting on a tree-lined 
street is strategically located within 1.5 blocks to the NYC Train.  

Don’t Compromise! This exceptional property can be yours for $499,900 
 

Don’t miss your opportunity to schedule a private appointment 
Or visit my website: 

www.NJTopHomes.com for a Visual Tour and the property brochure. 
 

 

               
 
 

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associa te 

Direct Dial:  908-301-2029 

Westfield Office 

209 Central Avenue 

908-233-5555 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Holocaust Survivor to Give
Talk to Westfield Hadassah

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will hold its
first meeting of the new year on
Monday, January 12, at Temple
Emanu-El, located at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

A board meeting will take place at
11:15 a.m., to be followed by the
regular meeting. The guest speaker
at the regular meeting will be Clara
Kramer of Elizabeth, a survivor of
the Holocaust.

Born in Zolkiew, Poland, Mrs.
Kramer and her family spent 20
months in a bunker. She and 18 other
people survived in a crawl space,
where they were hidden from the
Nazis by a Christian family.

Mrs. Kramer kept a diary of that

period, which is now at the United
States Holocaust Museum in Wash-
ington, D.C. The diary has also been
made into a play by The Theatre
Project of Union County College in
Cranford.

Mrs. Kramer, whose background
includes serving as President of the
Holocaust Resource Center at Kean
University in Union, was named
Woman of the Year by Elizabeth
Hadassah.

She will be presented with the
award at the Northern New Jersey
Region of Hadassah’s Myrtle Wreath
Luncheon on Sunday, January 25, at
the Venetian in Garfield.

Open House Scheduled
At Redeemer Lutheran

WESTFIELD — Redeemer
Lutheran School will host an Open
House on Sunday, January 11, from
2 to 4 p.m.

The afternoon will begin with a
brief tour of the school, which will
provide parents an opportunity to
talk with the teachers. Children are
also welcome to attend.

Members of the school board and
the principal will also be available to
answer questions.

Those planning to attend should
call the school office in advance at
(908) 232-1592 by Friday, January 9.

Church & Community News
Calvary Lutheran to Explore
Justice, Capital Punishment

CRANFORD — “Justice and Capi-
tal Punishment” will be the topic of
a three-week Adult Forum to be pre-
sented by the Calvary Lutheran
Church, located at 108 Eastman
Street in Cranford.

The forum will begin this Sunday,
January 11, and be held from 9:45 to
10:45 a.m. in the lounge of Calvary’s
Education Building. The discussions
will continue on January 18 and 25 at
the same time.

Presenters will be from the fields
of law, social advocacy and the clergy.
The public is invited and registration
is not required.

While a bill to conduct a study of
the state’s death penalty law was
passed recently by both the Assembly
and the Senate, it may not be signed
by Governor James McGreevey, who

has expressed his opposition.
Kicking off the series on January

11 will be the Reverend Bruce
Davidson, Director of the New Jer-
sey Lutheran Office of Governmen-
tal Ministry, which represents the
official policies and positions of the
national Lutheran Church and the
New Jersey Lutheran Church as they
relate to state legislation.

The Adult Forum series is spon-
sored by the Outreach Ministry of
the Calvary Lutheran Church. For
further information or directions
to the church, please call (908)
276-2418.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A REAL TEST OF NERVES…Two Westfield firefighters get to test their nerves
during a drill as they climb to the top of the ladder that is extended over the
northside train station parking lot on Friday, January 2. This is definitely not
a good time to get sweaty palms.

ON BOARD…Thomas Cleeland has
joined the Allstate Financial Group
and will provide area customers with
variable annuity, variable life and
mutual fund products, in addition to
traditional life insurance and long term
care products. Mr. Cleeland is work-
ing with Ronald Bansky in Westfield.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 01-24-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 61 OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD REGARDING DU-
TIES OF THE CHIEF FINAN-
CIAL OFFICER

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 30, 2003.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/8/04, The Times Fee: $17.34

St. John’s Baptist Sets
Date For King Service
SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s

Baptist Church in Scotch Plains will
hold its annual Martin Luther King,
Jr. Memorial Service on Sunday,
January 11, at 7 p.m.

Several special activities have been
planned as part of the celebration.
Dr. Bernadette Glover-Williams, the
Executive Pastor of Cathedral Inter-
national in Perth Amboy, will be the
guest speaker.

The public is invited to attend. St.
John’s Baptist located at 2387 Morse
Avenue. For more information, please
call (908) 232-6972.

SP Rescue Squad to
Host Annual Dinner

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad will hold its
annual installation dinner on Sat-
urday evening, January 10. Mayor
Martin Marks will perform the
installation ceremonies.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
is an all volunteer organization.
The organization operates on a
budget raised from the annual fund
raising campaign conducted from
May to December.

Members of the squad are school
teachers, retired accountants, di-
rectors of language schools and
high school and college students.
New officers and trustees will be
installed at Saturday night’s dinner.

For those interested in joining
the Rescue Squad or obtaining
more information, please contact
Geri Samuel at (908) 754-5911.

Parkinson’s Group
Schedules Meeting
WESFIELD — The Westfield

Parkinson’s Disease Support
Group will meet at 1:30 p.m. on
Monday, January 12, at 1:30 p.m.

Meetings take place on the sec-
ond Monday of each month in the
Christian Lounge of the Parish
House at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, located at 140 Moun-
tain Avenue.

Persons with Parkinson’s dis-
ease and/or their caregivers are
invited to attend these sessions.

The format for this meeting will
be a RAP session. Caregivers and
individuals with Parkinson’s dis-
ease will divide into two separate
groups to discuss issues and con-
cerns pertaining to each.

The meeting is free of charge
and light refreshments will be
served. For more information,
please call Barbara Ringk at (908)
322-9214 or the church office at
(908) 233-0301.

www.goleader.com

 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Expect More 
 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002   

Charming is this Fanwood Cape Cod home just a short walk to 
NYC transportation.  Professionally landscaped yard, newer 
Kitchen, screened porch, hardwood floors, formal Dining 

Like new!  This Pristine and spacious 4 bedroom Colonial in the 
Berwyck Chase section of Scotch Plains boasts 9 rooms,  3 full 
Bathrooms, new Recroom and Exercise Room, Formal Living & 

Pristine 8 room Colonial home located in the Wychwood 
section of Westfield complete with 4 Bedrooms, a new Eat-in 
Kitchen with custom cabinetry, hardwood floors throughout, 
new Bathrooms and more!        Offered for $825,000. 

This spacious 8 Room Split Level on a quiet tree-lined street in 
Westfield offers an updated Eat-in Kitchen, spacious Family 
Room with fireplace and wet bar, Formal Living Room and Dining 
Room, and private yard with patio.               Offered for $649,900. 

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

Room & Living Room w/fireplace. Offered for $419,000. Dining Room, new deck & more! Offered for $635,000.

the program and refreshments will
be served.



Page 16  Thursday, January 8, 2004 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require additional medical ser-
vices in 2004 regarding workers compensa-
tion injuries, physical therapy and some
other general services as requested by the
Municipal Manager; and

WHEREAS, funds are available for this
purpose; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award of
a contract for professional services without
competitive bids must be publicly adver-
tised;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, Union County, New Jersey,
that RICHARD J. SCHALLER, M.D., of
Complete Care, Inc., 1814 East Second
Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be ap-
pointed by the Township Manager as Town-
ship Physician for the period effective from
January 1, 2004 to December 31, 2004.

This contract is awarded without competi-
tive bidding as a “professional service” un-
der the provisions of said Local Public Con-
tracts Law because said services are ren-
dered or performed by persons authorized
by law to practice a recognized profession,
which practice is regulated by law, and
which practice requires the knowledge of an
advanced type in a field of learning acquired
by a prolonged, formal course of specified
education and instruction, and because it is
impossible at this time to know the exact
dimensions of the services to be performed
and the exact nature of the various tasks to
be performed, and accordingly, the services
to be rendered cannot reasonably be de-
scribed by written specifications, and addi-
tionally, because the said services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product of
such persons and the fact that the ethical
requirements of such profession will not
permit such bidding.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Mayor and Township Clerk are hereby au-
thorized to sign an Agreement, a copy of
which is annexed hereto, with Dr. Richard J.
Schaller.

A copy of this resolution shall be pub-
lished in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.
Dated: January 1, 2004

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 1/8/04, The Times Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Town-
ship Physician during 2004; and

WHEREAS, funds are available for this
purpose; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award of
a contract for professional services without
competitive bids must be publicly adver-
tised;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, Union County, New Jersey,
that NICHOLAS YATRAKIS, M.D., 261 Or-
chard Street, Westfield, New Jersey, be
appointed by the Township Manager as
Township Physician for the period effective
from January 1, 2004 to December 31,
2004.

This contract is awarded without competi-
tive bidding as a “professional service” un-
der the provisions of said Local Public Con-
tracts Law because said services are ren-
dered or performed by persons authorized
by law to practice a recognized profession,
which practice is regulated by law, and
which practice requires the knowledge of an
advanced type in a field of learning acquired
by a prolonged, formal course of specified
education and instruction, and because it is
impossible at this time to know the exact
dimensions of the services to be performed
and the exact nature of the various tasks to
be performed, and accordingly, the services
to be rendered cannot reasonably be de-
scribed by written specifications, and addi-
tionally, because the said services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product of
such persons and the fact that the ethical
requirements of such profession will not
permit such bidding.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Mayor and Township Clerk are hereby au-
thorized to sign an Agreement, a copy of
which is annexed hereto, with Dr. Nicholas
Yatrakis.

A copy of this resolution shall be pub-
lished in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.
Dated: January 1, 2004

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 1/8/04, The Times Fee: $48.45

POETRY MAN…Geri Samuels, President of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-
tary Club, presents a certificate of appreciation to Tom Plante of Fanwood at the
club’s December 3 meeting. Mr. Plante spoke to the group about Exit 13
Magazine, the annual poetry journal he edits and publishes, which focuses on
travel and geography. The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club meets each
Wednesday at noon at Pantagis Renaissance in Scotch Plains.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Town-
ship Auditor during 2004; and

WHEREAS, funds are available for this
purpose; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award of
a contract for professional services without
competitive bids must be publicly adver-
tised;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, Union County, New Jersey,
that the firm of Suplee, Clooney & Com-
pany, 308 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey, be appointed by the Township
Manager as Township Auditor for the period
effective from January 1, 2004 to December
31, 2004.

This contract is awarded without competi-
tive bidding as a “professional service” un-
der the provisions of said Local Public Con-
tracts Law because said services are ren-
dered or performed by persons authorized
by law to practice a recognized profession,
which practice is regulated by law, and
which practice requires the knowledge of an
advanced type in a field of learning acquired
by a prolonged, formal course of specified
education and instruction, and because it is
impossible at this time to know the exact
dimensions of the services to be performed
and the exact nature of the various tasks to
be performed, and accordingly, the services
to be rendered cannot reasonably be de-
scribed by written specifications, and addi-
tionally, because the said services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product of
such persons and the fact that the ethical
requirements of such profession will not
permit such bidding.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Mayor and Township Council are hereby
authorized to sign the Agreement, a copy of
which is annexed hereto, Suplee, Clooney &
Company.

A copy of this resolution shall be pub-
lished in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.
Dated: January 1, 2004

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 1/8/04, The Times Fee: $48.45

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 01-29-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER A395 OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD REGARDING
NON-UNIONIZED EMPLOYEE
BENEFITS

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 30, 2003.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/8/04, The Times Fee: $17.34

Children’s Activities Slated
At Library in Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, has announced its
calendar of upcoming events for chil-
dren this winter.

The “Mother Goose Lapsit”
storytime will be offered for infants
up to 23 months. Parents and
caregivers are invited to bounce, sing,
clap and listen to stories with their
babies, as the youngsters are ex-
posed to language, books and play-
ful activities.

 The program will take place on
Saturdays, February 14 and 28. It
will be held from 10 to 10:20 a.m. for
children 10 to 23 months, and 11 to
11:20 a.m. for those from birth to
nine months. Attendance is limited
to 10 babies.  Older siblings will not
be permitted to attend due to the size
of the room.

Children aged two to three-and-a-
half, accompanied by an adult, are
invited to the “Little Listeners”
storytime. This once-a-week, 30-
minute program will be held in the
library story room. Infants will be
permitted into the room, but older
siblings will not.

The times for Little Listeners are
10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays, January 20
to February 3 and February 24 to
March 9, or Wednesdays, January 21
to February 4 and February 25 to
March 10.

Children ages three and a half to

five can join in the “Time for Tales”
storytime.  In this 30-minute pro-
gram, children go into the story room
without an adult to listen to stories
and watch a video of a picture book.

The times for this program are
Mondays at 1:30 p.m., January 26 to
February 9, or Fridays at 10:30 a.m.,
January 30 to February 20.

In order to enable as many chil-
dren as possible to participate in
either of these programs, the library
has requested that youngsters attend
only once per week.

On Thursday, January 15, at 3:45
p.m., the library will kick off its
After School Activities Program 
(ASAP) for the winter with “Film
Fun!”, featuring movies and pop-
corn.

ASAP events, which last for an
hour, are designed for children in
kindergarten and up and include sto-
ries, crafts and movies.

The ASAP series will continue on
selected Thursdays at 3:45 p.m. in
February and March.  Participants
are asked to wear something red for
the “Hearts and Crafts” Valentine’s
party on February 12. On March 18,
they will learn how to plan and care
for a spring garden with “Calling All
Gardeners.”

All of the children’s programs are
of a drop-in format, but attendance is
limited. Participants are urged to ar-
rive early and sign in immediately at
the Children’s Desk.  Once maxi-
mum capacity is filled, the library
will not be able to admit additional
children, even if they arrive before
the program begins.

Storytimes and activities start
promptly; no children will be admit-
ted once the program begins.  Chil-
dren must have a valid Westfield
Library card and be the appropriate
age for the program.

For more information, please call
(908) 789-4090, visit
www.wmlnj.org on the Internet, or
drop by the library for a copy of its
quarterly newsletter.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of the Town-
ship Assistant Attorney during 2004; and

WHEREAS, the funds are available for
the purpose; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40:11-1, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award of
a contract for professional services without
competitive bids must be publicly adver-
tised;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, Union County, New Jersey,
that Lawrence A. Woodruff, 201 South Av-
enue, East, Westfield, New Jersey be ap-
pointed as Assistant Township Attorney
from January 1, 2004 to December 31,
2004.

This contract is awarded without competi-
tive bidding as a “professional service” un-
der the provision of said Local Public Con-
tracts Law because said services are ren-
dered or performed by persons authorized
by law to practice a recognized profession,
which practice is regulated by law, and
which practice required the knowledge of an
advanced type in a field of learning acquired
by a prolonged, formal course of specified
education and instruction, and instruction,
and because it is impossible at this time to
know the exact dimensions of the services
to be performed and the nature of the vari-
ous tasks to be performed, and accordingly,
the services to be rendered cannot reason-
ably be described by written specifications,
and additionally, because the said service
are such a qualitative nature as will not
permit the receipt of competitive bids due to
the subjective difference in the work product
of such persons and the fact that the ethical
requirements of such profession will not
permit such bidding.

A copy of this resolution shall be pub-
lished in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.
Dated: January 1, 2004

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 1/8/04, The Times Fee: $43.86

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 01-30-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 185 OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD REGARDING AP-
PEALS OF CERTAIN PLAN-
NING BOARD DECISIONS TO
THE GOVERNING BODY

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 30, 2003.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/8/04, The Times Fee: $18.36

Ruth E. Pflug, 92, Was Active Member
Of Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
Ruth E. Pflug, 92, of Scotch Plains

died on Sunday, December 28, at her
home.

Born in West New York, she had
lived in Westfield before moving to
Scotch Plains in 1960.

Mrs. Pflug was an active member of
the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
in Scotch Plains, where she belonged
to the Women’s Association.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Werner Pflug, in 1996.

Surviving are two daughters, Evelyn

P. Dugan and Barbara Pflug; a grand-
daughter and a great-granddaughter.

A memorial service will be held at
the Willow Grove Church at a later
date.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Memorial Funeral Home,
155 South Avenue in Fanwood.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Memorial Fund of Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church, 1961
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains 07076.

January 8, 2004

Gloria Ryan, 79, Long-time Volunteer;
Was Assistant Manager at Chase Bank
Gloria Brown Ryan, 79, of

Westfield, died on Monday, Decem-
ber 29, at her home.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she had
lived for many years in Great Kills,
Staten Island, N.Y. and in Edison
before moving to Westfield a year
ago.

Mrs. Ryan had worked for the
Chase Bank, formerly Chemical
Bank, for 15 years. She retired in
1986 as the assistant manager of the
Staten Island branch.

She was a Sisters of Mercy Associ-
ate at Mount Saint Mary Academy in
Watchung and a long-time volunteer
at St. Francis of Assisi Cathedral in
Metuchen and at Roosevelt Hospital
in Menlo Park.

Surviving are two sons, Christo-
pher Ryan of Westfield and Anthony
G. Ryan of Brooklyn, and two grand-
daughters.

A Mass was offered on Friday,
January 2, at McAuley Hall at Mount
Saint Mary Academy. Burial fol-
lowed at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to McAuley Hall, 1633 Route 22,
West, Watchung 07069.

January 8, 2004

John Vitale, 89, General Contractor;
Owner of Area Business For 50 Years
John Vitale, 89, of Mountainside

died on Saturday, January 3, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born in Kenilworth, he lived in
Mountainside for 43 years.

Mr. Vitale, a general contractor and
developer, was the owner and operator
of John Vitale Contractors in Kenilworth
for 50 years. He retired 12 years ago.

He was a Past President of the
Vitale Club of Kenilworth.

He was predeceased by his parents,
Carl and Christine Vitale; five broth-
ers, Samuel Vitale, Albert Vitale,
Angelo Vitale, Alfred Vitale and Ralph

Vitale, and a sister, Rose Sica.
Surviving are his wife, Eve Love

Vitale; three sons, Carl Vitale, Victor
Vitale and Van Vitale; a daughter,
Christine Mudge; eight grandchil-
dren and three great-grandchildren.

The funeral will be held at 9 a.m.
today, Thursday, January 8, from the
Mastapeter Funeral Home in Roselle
Park, followed by a 10 a.m. Mass at
the Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church in Mountainside.
Interment will take place at St.
Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

January 8, 2004

Obituaries – continued from page 6

“Wrecker”

Loving Home Is Sought
For Mastiff-Hound Mix

AREA – People for Animals will
sponsor a dog adoption event on
Saturday, January 10, from 10:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the PETsMART
store in the Watchung Square Mall,
located at 1515 Route 22.

Among the many pets for adoption
will be “Wrecker,” a handsome, two-
year-old Mastiff and Hound-mix. He
was abandoned at a wrecking yard,
which is how he got his name.

Wrecker is described as affection-
ate, with a calm disposition and well
socialized with people and other dogs.
He is neutered, house trained and
current with his vaccinations, and
has learned a few obedience com-
mands.

People for Animals will also spon-
sor cat and kitten adoption events on
Saturday and Sunday, January 11,
from noon to 4 p.m. at the

PETsMART stores in Watchung and
at the Bridgewater Promenade Mall,
Route 28 at 287.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross will host a “Babysitters
Training” course, designed to teach
11- to 15-year-olds how to be a re-
sponsible babysitter.

The first class will be on Saturday,
January 17, and the second will be on
Saturday, February 7. Both classes
will be from 9 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.

Among the topics to be covered in
class will be age appropriate activi-
ties; handling emergencies; keeping

everyone safe inside and outside the
home; how to make good decisions;
basic child and infant care; breathing
emergencies and basic first aid. The
course stresses the importance of
being professional.

Space is limited and pre-registra-
tion is required. Participants will re-
ceive a small first aid kit and a
babysitter’s handbook. Interested
individuals may call the chapter at
(908) 232-7090 or email Linda at
johnsonl@crossnet.org.

Red Cross Chapter to Hold
Babysitter Training Classes

Professor of English to Give
Talk on Women Directors

SUMMIT — Wendy Kolmar, a Pro-
fessor of English and Director of
Women’s Studies at Drew University
in Madison, will be the speaker for the
Wise Wonderful Women “Lunch and
More Series” on Tuesday, January 13,
from noon to 1:30 p.m.

Her topic, “Seeing Differently:
Women Directors and Their Films,”
will cover women directors and the
impact of their films on society. The
presentation will include short film
clips of the work of various women
directors.

The program will be co-sponsored

by the Women’s Resource Center
and The Connection for Women and
Families in Summit.

The charge is $15 in advance and
$20 at the door. As a buffet lunch is
included, interested individuals are
urged to register in advance.

This year, these programs will be
held at Christ Church at the corner of
Springfield and New England Av-
enues in Summit. For more informa-
tion about this or other programs,
please call the center at (908) 273-
7253 or visit www.womensource.org
on the Internet.

Clarence Anderson, 92
Clarence Anderson, 92, of Whit-

ing died on Monday, December 29,
in Keswick Pines at Hamilton Place
in Whiting.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he had
been a resident of Scotch Plains be-
fore relocating to Whiting in 1989.

Prior to retiring in 1976, Mr. Ander-
son had been employed as an admin-
istrative assistant for 49 years with
Bell Labs in Murray Hill.

He was a United States Army vet-
eran of World War II and a member
of the Woodside Chapel in Fanwood.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Marion L. Anderson, in 1998.

Surviving are a son, William R.
Anderson of Sarasota, Fla.; a daugh-
ter, Janice L. Biggs of Denville, and
four grandchildren.

A funeral service took place on
Friday, January 2, at the Anderson
and Campbell Funeral Home of
Whiting. Interment followed at Whit-
ing Memorial Park.
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Registration to Begin Soon
For Y Childcare Programs

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
“Y,” located at 220 Clark Street, has
announced that childcare registra-
tion for its 2004-2005 programs will
begin this month.

Full-day childcare registration will
begin on Wednesday, January 14. 
Half-day pres-chool and school age
childcare registration will commence
on Saturday, January 24.

Full-day childcare programs are
available for children ages 12 months
to five years and feature free play,
art, music and learning centers.  Gym,
music and art are incorporated into
each classroom’s daily schedule. The
program runs year-round.

The half-day pre-school program
is accredited by the National Asso-
ciation for the Education of Young
Children (NAEYC), which means
the “Y” has voluntarily undergone a
process of internal self-study and has
sought external professional review. 

The program runs from September
through June for children ages two-
and-a-half through five.

After school programs, which fea-
ture supervised activities, are avail-
able for youngsters in kindergarten
through fifth grade two to five days
per week during after school hours.

Programs are available at the “Y,”
as well as in Tamaques, McKinley,
Jefferson and Washington elemen-
tary schools.  Before school care and
kindergarten wraparound programs
are available as well.

For more information on full-day
childcare, please call Shannon
Cleveland at (908) 654-8460.  For
more information on pres-chool
childcare, please call Eileen Rooney
at (908) 233-2700, extension no.
230.  For more information on after
school care, please call Missie
Sheehy at (908) 233-2700, exten-
sion no. 273. 

Gerald T. Donahue, 87, Retired CPA;
Church Member and Navy Veteran

Gerald T. Donahue, 87, of South-
ern Pines, N.C. died on Sunday, Janu-
ary 4, at FirstHealth Moore Regional
Hospital in Pinehurst, N.C.

Born on September 11, 1916 in
Bridgeport, Conn. to the late Patrick
J. and Mary Fitzgerald Donahue, he
had lived in Westfield and then in

Sanford, N.C. before moving to Belle
Meade in Southern Pines in 1999.

A Certified Public Accountant, Mr.
Donahue had worked for the J.M.
Huber Corporation of New Jersey
from 1951 until retiring in 1982.

He received his Bachelor of Arts
degree from Fordham University and
did post-graduate studies at Colum-
bia University.

Mr. Donahue was a member of the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield and of St. Stephen’s
Catholic Church in Sanford.

He was a United States Navy vet-
eran of World War II.

He was predeceased by a son,
Lawrence J. Donahue, and by a
daughter, Patricia M. Donahue.

Surviving are his wife of 59 years,
Rose Cusack Donahue; a son, Donald
F. Donahue of New York City, and a
granddaughter.

A memorial Mass will be held at
11 a.m. today, Thursday, January 8,
at the Belle Meade Chapel in South-
ern Pines. Burial will follow at the
Long Island National Cemetery in
Long Island, N.Y.

Arrangements are by the Boles
Funeral Home and Crematory, Inc.
of Southern Pines.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Belle Meade
Educational Fund, 100 Waters Drive,
Southern Pines, N.C. 28387 or to the
Juvenile Diabetes Research Fund,
120 Wall Street, N.Y., N.Y. 10005.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD
WHEREAS, Article 4:05(A) Land Use

Ordinance of the Borough of Fanwood,
County of Union, State of New Jersey re-
quired the Planning Board to determine the
date, time and locations of the monthly meet-
ings through January of the next year when
it organizes in January.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Planning Board of The Borough of
Fanwood that it will meet at 8:00 PM, in the
lower level meeting room of the Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey on the following dates:

2004
AGENDA MEETINGS  REGULAR MEETINGS

February 16, 2004 February 25, 2004
March 15, 2004 March 24, 2004

April 19, 2004 April 28, 2004
May 17, 2004 May 26, 2004

June 14, 2004 June 23, 2004
July 19, 2004 July 28, 2004

August 16, 2004 August 25, 2004
September 13, 2004 September 22, 2004

October 18, 2004 October 27, 2004
November 15, 2004 November 23, 2004
December 6, 2004 December 15, 2004
January 17, 2005 January 26, 2005

and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a

copy of this resolution be prominently posted
on the bulletin board in the Borough Hall,
mailed to The Times and The Courier News,
filed with the Borough Clerk and mailed to
any person requesting same in accordance
with the requirements of the Open Meetings
Act.
1 T - 1/8/04, The Times Fee: $33.66

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Town-
ship Attorney during 2004; and

WHEREAS, the funds are available for
this purpose; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award of
a contract for professional services without
competitive bids must be publicly adver-
tised;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, Union County, New Jersey,
that Douglas W. Hansen, Esq.,1824 Front
Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey be ap-
pointed as Township Attorney from January
1, 2004 to December 31, 2004.

This contract is awarded without competi-
tive bidding as a “professional service” un-
der the provisions of said Local Public Con-
tracts Law because said services are ren-
dered or performed by persons authorized
by law to practice a recognized profession,
which practice is regulated by law, and
which practice requires the knowledge of an
advanced type in a field of learning acquired
by a prolonged, formal course of specified
education and instruction, and because it is
impossible at this time to know the exact
dimensions of the services to be performed
and the exact nature of the various tasks to
be performed, and accordingly, the services
to be rendered cannot reasonably be de-
scribed by written specifications, and addi-
tionally, because the said services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product of
such persons and the fact that the ethical
requirements of such profession will not
permit such bidding.

A copy of this resolution shall be pub-
lished in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.
Dated: January 1, 2004

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 1/8/04, The Times Fee: $42.84

DEATH NOTICE
Philip Pargot, 101

Philip Pargot of Sunny Isles
Beach, Fla., formerly of Elizabeth,
N.J., died at home on Friday, De-
cember 26, 2003 at the age of 101.

Mr. Pargot, who grew up in Perth
Amboy, was a graduate of Rutgers
University School of Law. He had
his own haberdashery shop in Perth
Amboy for many years, and in the
1940s became a salesman for J &
J Distributing Company in New-
ark. He retired in 1967.

Mr. Pargot was predeceased by
Clara, his wife of 57 years, and by
his brothers, Dr. Aaron and Herbert.

He is survived by a son, Lawrence,
and daughter-in-law, Barbara, of
Westfield, and by a grandson, Joel,
of San Francisco, Calif.
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Kindermusik classes for ages 0 to 7

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467 4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

Private Instruction on
All Instruments, Voice and Ensembles

Established 1975 Certified Teachers

Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

256 Morris Avenue • Springfield
(973) 467-4688
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – Volunteers are
needed for the Union County Teen
Arts Festival, a two-day celebra-
tion of the arts held annually at
the Union County College cam-
pus in Cranford.

Sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and
the Division of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, Department of Eco-
nomic Development, this year’s fes-
tival will be held on Thursday,
March 18 and Friday, March 19,
and is open to all students from
public, private and parochial middle
and high schools in Union County.

According to Freeholder Chester
Holmes, Liaison to the Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, over
3,000 pupils participate in perfor-
mances, critiquing seminars, master
classes and workshops with a staff of
50 professional artists in every disci-
pline, including visual art, music,
writing, theater and dance.

“Volunteers are needed to assist
artists with workshops, manage
performance sites and staff infor-
mation stations,” he added. “We
appreciate the invaluable assistance
of Union County residents with
this exciting program.”

To volunteer or learn more
about the festival, please call
(908) 558-2550 or e-mail
kleary@ucnj.org.

Get
Outta
The

House
By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The MThe MThe MThe MThe Madrigal Sadrigal Sadrigal Sadrigal Sadrigal Singersingersingersingersingers will
present “““““FFFFFrrrrrom Hom Hom Hom Hom Heaveaveaveaveaven Hen Hen Hen Hen Highighighighigh,”,”,”,”,” a
program of words and music for
the Christmas and Epiphany sea-
sons, on Sunday, January 11, at 4
p.m. at The First United Method-
ist Church, 1 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Originally scheduled for
December 14, the program was
cancelled due to weather. Judy
Sullivan will read selections from
The Bible and Shakespeare, which
tell the Christmas story. A group
of carols and motets, spanning six
centuries, will be sung a cappella
or with flute accompaniment.
Admission is by donation at the
door. For further information, call
(908) 233-1570.

** ** ** **
VVVVVisiting Mrisiting Mrisiting Mrisiting Mrisiting Mr. G. G. G. G. Grrrrreeneeneeneeneen will open

on Saturday, January 10, at the
WWWWWestfield Community Pestfield Community Pestfield Community Pestfield Community Pestfield Community Playlaylaylaylayersersersersers,
1000 North Avenue, West. The
author of the play, Jeff Baron, will
fly in from London to attend the
opening night performance.
Baron’s drama explores the evolu-
tion of a relationship between two
unlikely characters, Mr. Green, an
elderly widower, and Ross, the
young corporate executive who
almost runs him down with his
car. The show will continue on
Friday and Saturday evenings,
January 16 to 24. Tickets for all
performances are $12. Reserved
seating is available. Call the box
office at (908) 232-1221.

** ** ** **
The CThe CThe CThe CThe Cranforranforranforranforranford Dd Dd Dd Dd Dramatic Clubramatic Clubramatic Clubramatic Clubramatic Club

is looking for a cast of 26 to 30
adult and older teen actors/sing-
ers/dancers, for their upcoming
production of Kiss MKiss MKiss MKiss MKiss Me Kate.e Kate.e Kate.e Kate.e Kate.
Come prepared to sing and dance,
with music from the show or any
Cole Porter song in your key. Try-
outs will begin on Sunday, January
11, at 1 p.m., and continue on
Tuesday, January 13, at 7:30 p.m.
Books for reading are available at
the home of The Pell’s, 41 Beech
Street in Cranford. Please call first
at (908) 276-6113.

** ** ** **
DDDDDanzig & anzig & anzig & anzig & anzig & WWWWWoolleyoolleyoolleyoolleyoolley will per-

form at SSSSSecond Second Second Second Second Saturaturaturaturaturdays Cof-days Cof-days Cof-days Cof-days Cof-
fee Hfee Hfee Hfee Hfee Houseouseouseouseouse, Summit Unitarian
Church, 4 Waldron Avenue, on
January 10 at 8 p.m. The married
couple has been touring together
for the past 6 years. Kevin’s
songwriting, lead vocals, acoustic
guitar, harmonica, and tambou-
rine are accompanied by Cat’s
mandolin, bells, and harmony vo-
cals. Their music is a mixture of
styles that they call “dysfunctional
folk.” “Martha’s Trouble” is the
opening act. Admission is $12.

** ** ** **
MMMMMostly Mostly Mostly Mostly Mostly Musicusicusicusicusic will present, on

Sunday, January 11, a concert per-
formance at 7:30 p.m. at Temple
Emanu-El, 756 East Broad Street
in Westfield. The program will
include selections by Dvorak and
Tchaikovsky. Tickets are available
at the door for $25.

WFWFWFWFWF, FW R, FW R, FW R, FW R, FW Residentsesidentsesidentsesidentsesidents
Cast in Cast in Cast in Cast in Cast in MrMrMrMrMr. G. G. G. G. Grrrrreen,een,een,een,een,
PPPPPlaywright to laywright to laywright to laywright to laywright to VVVVVisitisitisitisitisit
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Stan Kaplan of

Westfield will take the lead role of
Mr. Green, while David Neil of
Fanwood will portray Ross in the
Westfield Community Players’ pro-
duction of Visiting Mr. Green. The
playwright, Jeff Baron, will fly in
from London to attend the January
10 opening night performance.

Baron, who is originally a Lin-
den resident, will meet with pa-
trons and cast and crewmembers
during a post-show reception,
which will include light dessert
and coffee.

For full ticket and schedule in-
formation, see “Get Outta the
House” by Carol Davis on this
page.
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By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORTBy KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORTBy KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORTBy KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORTBy KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I was at the gym today and over-
heard two women
talking about New
Year’s resolutions. I
listened as they tried
to out-resolute one
another and I got a
good chuckle out of
it. One of the women
swore she would lose
weight and the other
was determined to
quit smoking. Both
great ideas. But it
didn’t stop there.

• “I will save money
and be able to get a
manicure and pedicure
once a week.” (How about skipping the

manicure/pedicure and thus save
money? Just a thought.)

• “I will get a dog for my son.” (I
liked this one.)

• “I will read more.”
(Good for you.)

• “I will clip more
coupons and start a
Christmas club.”
(Very resourceful.)

• “I will try to be
nicer to people.” (It’s
a good start.)

• “I want to travel
more this year.”
(Happy trails, my
friend.)

And then, one of
their cell phones

rang, and the women proceeded to
have a 20-minute conversation while
she huffed and puffed on the tread-
mill. While chatting, she tossed her
magazine on the floor where an older
gentleman was walking and nearly
caused him to face-plant into the
Stairmaster.

Here’s an idea. How about resolv-
ing to not talk on your cell phone,
really, really loud while other people
are just trying to get a work out in?
And how about not turning the gym
into an obstacle course? This is the
same women who brings her runny-
nosed and coughing children to the
gym’s daycare center so that she can
try to fit into her size 10 jeans by
April. But that’s another story.

New Year’s resolutions, like Christ-
mas spirit and American pride on
The Fourth of July, all come with
good intentions. Everyone tries to
be a bit nicer, kinder, stronger or
benevolent, but soon, the initial al-
truism flies out the window.

What can we do to keep goodwill
with us throughout the year and not
just save it for holidays?

It will be my New Year’s resolu-
tion to try to find the answer to that
question.

Rudeness is a big pet peeve of
mine. I’ve been rude in my lifetime
and I always feel so awful after-
wards. Hurting another human
being without regret is simply an
invitation to the karmic judge to
boomerang that negativity right
back to you.

It doesn’t have to be a specific
comment or hurtful act. It can be as
simple as cutting someone off it
traffic or bumping them with your
grocery cart and pretending it didn’t
happen. We don’t know what kind
of day that other person might be
having. They might have just gotten
some very bad news and our insen-
sitivity might just be the straw that
breaks the camel’s back. We have to
remember that we are not the only
people on the planet.

Author and spiritual guru
Marianne Williamson once said that
this is a critical millennium and that
we will all, as a unit, go through
some very serious changes. Some of
those changes may not be so good, as
recent events have proven.

Doesn’t it seem important and
even necessary to try to not be un-
feeling buffoons?

At any given moment, the world
as we know it could change drasti-
cally. I would like to see a planet
where no one beeps their horn un-
necessarily and where people let little
old ladies ahead of them in line. I
want to live in a world where all
homeless people have shelter and
where animals reside in loving homes
and not cages.

I will try to do my part. That’s a
promise. Happy New Year, friends.
May all of your dreams come true.

LOSE THE POUNDS...ButLOSE THE POUNDS...ButLOSE THE POUNDS...ButLOSE THE POUNDS...ButLOSE THE POUNDS...But
keep your good will.keep your good will.keep your good will.keep your good will.keep your good will.

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – John Russitano and
Kara Shovlin, Westfield residents and
co-hosts of the local television program
“Make You Wanna Dance,” donated
their talents during Catholic Charities’
annual Therapeutic Foster Care Holi-
day Party.

Held on December 19 in South
Amboy, Russitano and Shovlin served
as disc jockeys and emcees for approxi-
mately 30 foster families, their social
workers and administration of Thera-
peutic Foster Care.

Santa Claus, who also made an ap-
pearance, distributed presents to all
children in attendance.

“Make You Wanna Dance” airs every
Wednesday at 6 p.m. on Comcast Chan-
nel 27, as well as other local channels.
The duo believes that dance is a way to
connect people to each other, as well as
a mode of exercise and enjoyment.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The fiber artwork
of Westfield resident Joan Dreyer will
be featured in “Fiber Revolution: Tex-
tures,” an exhibition at The Gallery
in the Center for Visual Arts on the
campus of Brookdale Community
College in Lincroft, from Monday,
January 26, to Friday, February 27.

Fiber Revolutions, which is a group
of 30 artists from New Jersey, New
York, Connecticut, Massachusetts,
Delaware and Pennsylvania, is affili-

                Photo Courtesy of Fiber Revolution
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ated with Studio Art Quilt Associa-
tion, an international consortium of
contemporary textile, quilt and fiber
artists.

One of four New Jersey artists,
Dreyer will present her piece, “Wa-
terscape II.”

A public reception will be held on
Thursday, January 29, from 4:30 to
6:30 p.m. The gallery will be opened
from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on week-
days. For more information or to
view some of the artwork, please visit
www.FiberRevolution.com.

PPPPPerererererforming Arforming Arforming Arforming Arforming Artststststs     ClassesClassesClassesClassesClasses
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Young Artists’ Cooperative The-
atre (WYACT), which recently gar-
nered the Music Theatre
International’s Award of Excel-
lence, will hold class registration
next Thursday, January 15, from 4
to 8 p.m. for its second semester of
performing arts classes.

The registration will be held at
Centennial High School, 728
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Instruction will focus on various
levels of acting, musical theatre, voice,
tap, ballet, jazz, hip-hop, and stretch
aerobics.

For more information, please
call WYACT at (908) 233-3200
or visit www.westfieldnj.com/
wyact.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

D’Amato
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Various artists and teachers have
played a crucial role in the develop-
ment of D’Amato’s artistic path, in-
cluding Winlsow Homer and Jim
Seargeant in his earlier days, Jerome
Witkin while attending Syracuse,
Alice Neel and Max Beckman in
graduate school, Michaelangelo and
Thomas Aikens during his period of
fascination with realism, to his cur-
rent influence — New York-based
Peter Cox.

Currently, D’Amato is focusing on
nudes in a desert scene, and would like
to become more knowledgeable with
the creation of figures of both people
and animals. Teaching is his career
passion. He is committed to putting
together interesting, stimulating
classes. Our readers would be very
lucky to have this artist as their guide.

CalderCalderCalderCalderCalderone Schoolone Schoolone Schoolone Schoolone School
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MMMMMusic Class, usic Class, usic Class, usic Class, usic Class, TTTTTermermermermerm
EAST HANOEAST HANOEAST HANOEAST HANOEAST HANOVERVERVERVERVER – The

Calderone School of Music has re-
ported its new slate of spring semester
classes, which will commence on Mon-
day, February 2.

New “Village” classes, which last 30
minutes and are offered once per week,
will be offered for newborns through 2-
year-old children. This 15-week course
provides a blend of multi-level activi-
ties that include creative movement,
music, vocal play and object and in-
strument exploration.

Kindermusik, which fosters the total
development of youngsters by strength-
ening physical, social, emotional, and
cognitive skills through a combination
of music and movement, is available to
parents of newborns, toddlers and 4- to
7-year-old children.

The Kindermusik students can par-
ticipate in activities such as jingling
bells, pounding drums, floating scarves,
“hooting” owl sounds, and moving
their feet in time to the music.

Additionally, “Our Time” classes are
slated for children ages 2 to 3, “Imagine
That” courses are planned for 3-year-old
children, and “Young Child” instruction
is available for youngsters ages 4 to 7.

Classes meet at the Calderone School
of Music at 34 Ridgedale Avenue in
East Hanover, and at 256 Morris Av-
enue in Springfield. For more informa-
tion, please call (973) 428-0405 or visit
www.calderoneschoolofmusic.com.
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
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The misery amasses almost quicker
than we can digest it in Cold Mountain.
Bloody battle sequences alternate with
gloomy scenes of the personal tragedy
at home. It’s all very well done. The
acting is impeccable all around. We are
stuck to the story like nobody’s busi-
ness. Will Inman (Jude Law), a Confed-
erate soldier trying to work his way back
to his true love, Ada Monroe (Nicole
Kidman), make it home to Cold Moun-
tain, N.C., alive?

Director Anthony Minghella com-
pellingly immerses us in the Civil War,
no holds barred. This is not your father’s
Civil War. It is at once colorful but
stark, skimmed of all romanticism, de-
picted less as a historical event and more
as a chaotic, mass dysfunction of soci-
ety, which is probably what war is. So its
validity as an anti-war statement is cer-
tain.

That’s all on the plus side. But be-
ware. Along with any Golden Globes
and Oscars it may garner, Cold Moun-
tain might also be considered for a men-
tion in the Guinness Book of World
Records: for most depressing scenes in a
row without let up. Were it not for a fine
turn by Philip Seymour Hoffman as a
libidinous preacher on the lam who
chums up for a while with Law’s disillu-
sioned soldier, there’d be almost no com-
edy relief at all.

Renee Zellweger also lends some
clever supporting cheek as Ruby Thewes,
the consummate tomboy come to help
Ada shore up the farm until Johnny
comes marching home.

In other words, this is tough and
often unapologetic stuff. A cinematic
diatribe on the depths to which human-
kind can stoop, it is delivered with an
often-eerie cadence. Many of its haunt-
ing images won’t soon vanish from your
memory.

For starters, we are reminded that
this is the war we fought with ourselves.
Guess that can happen if you’re 3,000
miles away from the nearest aggressor
and no one else wants to fight with you
for the time being. Yet, whenever we are
dramatically reminded of how the
country’s agrarian interests collided with
the onrush of the Industrial Revolu-
tion, we are nonetheless nonplused and
cast down by the concept of brother
fighting brother.

The focus here, investigated in tan-
dem with the spiritually inclined love
story, is on the subject of desertion. In
the waning years of the war, when it
became obvious that the North would
prevail, more and more Confederate
soldiers thought better of continuing
to risk life and limb for a lost cause.
Thus some returned home a bit prema-
turely. And in some instances, as is
harshly depicted in Cold Mountain,
this didn’t sit well with the new power
structure that had developed in their
absence.

With the best and the brightest off to
the front, the despot Teague (Ray
Winstone) and his band of unsavory
blackguards have established a tyranni-
cal toehold in Cold Mountain. We re-
late on our own level. Teague, an ex-
treme example of the genus Ne’er-Do-
Well, is sadly typical. Unless blessed,
you know one or two Teagues. Leeches
and sluggards, these misbegotten souls
contribute little more than ill will and
thrive on perennially fostering dishar-
mony. But, these miscreants are the
self-appointed overseers of their fellow
man, quick to point out other’s faults
but oblivious to their own.

Well, figure someone a thousand times
as bad, but with a gun and supported by
two or three others of his ilk. There you
have Teague, a war profiteer of the low-
est sort, bent on cutting down those
lads who would reclaim what is right-
fully theirs, and cloaking his greed in
patriotism. A more disingenuous sort
you’d be hard-put to find. The brutality
he sanctions is horrible. We hate him.

But, it isn’t enough to know that, in
all likelihood, Teague will get his come-
uppance before the closing credits roll.
That’s the problem. For the filmmaker
has affected us with his haunting vision
and its unmitigated treatise on evil. The
images extend beyond the confines of
the film.

While we must appreciate its deter-
mined honesty, without that Hollywood
sense of balance, Cold Mountain is not
as provocative an entertainment as it is
a philosophical lamentation on the hu-
man condition.

Therefore, while the historical facts
and complementing sociology prove
commendable in bringing to life the
events depicted, it is obvious that the
film’s speculations transcend the Civil
War. This also proves true insofar as the
love story is concerned.

The wooing and courting conducted
by Ada Monroe and Inman, desperately
splashed against the backdrop of war,
illustriously depict the desire to love
even under the most adverse circum-
stances. Lovebirds of any generation
befouled by war will recognize the pain-
fully urgent signs...the need to fill a
lifetime of devotion into what may only
be a few precious weeks or days.

But filmmaker Minghella, via author
Frazier, while still graciously allowing
Kidman’s Southern belle her requisite
moments of coquetry, takes it even be-
yond that, imbuing the relationship with
controlling dabs of mysticism.

Wondering if Inman will ever return,
Ada, splendidly exacted by Kidman,
harks the advice of neighbor Sally
Swanger (Kathy Baker). It involves look-
ing down Sally’s well backwards, in a
mirror, and deciphering what the image
therein portends.

It’s all a bit fatalistic for me...a little too
Herman Melville, though probably
symptomatic of the times. But then this
is a Miramax production. That means it’s
classy, and for the most part sober and
responsible. Knowing it’s historically ac-
curate makes matters even more distress-
ing. Remember, Minghella won an Os-
car for The English Patient (1996) ... not
exactly a frothy walk in the park either.

Call me irresponsible. I much more
fancy my filmic romances in the form of
a screwball comedy, one preferably en-
acted by Katherine Hepburn and Cary
Grant. Too much sturm und drang
here...too much like the real thing.
While you respect in awe Ada and
Inman’s dedication, you sure wish the
two of them had hightailed it to Canada.

True, it’s a bit nippy there, but still no
comparison to the icy jaws of Cold
Mountain.

•••••••••
Cold MCold MCold MCold MCold Mountainountainountainountainountain, rated R, is a Miramax

Films release directed by Anthony
Minghella and stars Nicole Kidman, Jude
Law and Renee Zellweger. Running time:
155 minutes.

NJYS PNJYS PNJYS PNJYS PNJYS Philharmonia Concerhilharmonia Concerhilharmonia Concerhilharmonia Concerhilharmonia Concerttttt
OOOOOn Jn Jn Jn Jn Jan. 18 to Ian. 18 to Ian. 18 to Ian. 18 to Ian. 18 to Include Rnclude Rnclude Rnclude Rnclude Residentsesidentsesidentsesidentsesidents

AREA AREA AREA AREA AREA – The New Jersey Youth
Symphony (NJYS) will continue to
fete its 25th Anniversary Concert Sea-
son with an NJYS Philharmonia Con-
cert, which will include local resi-
dents, on Sunday, January 18, at 3
p.m. at Morristown High School in
Morristown.

The concert will include Vivaldi’s
“Concerto Grosso in A Minor” with
Albert Wu of Scotch Plains as a fea-

tured soloist.
Westfield residents Sam Berse,

Timothy Hou, Neha Limaye and
Hannah Weisman will join Berkeley
Heights student Max Jacobson in the
evening’s performance.

Admission is $5 for adults and
children will be admitted for free.
For more information, please visit
www.njys.org or call (908) 771-
5544.

Talent should be rewarded.Talent should be rewarded.Talent should be rewarded.Talent should be rewarded.Talent should be rewarded.
Call (908) 232-4407 if youCall (908) 232-4407 if youCall (908) 232-4407 if youCall (908) 232-4407 if youCall (908) 232-4407 if you
are contributing somethingare contributing somethingare contributing somethingare contributing somethingare contributing something

special to the arts.special to the arts.special to the arts.special to the arts.special to the arts.

Then, feel free to pack up and go
back.

Still trying to drive home the
belief that Bush and Satan are
relatives, ads from White Plains,
N.Y., Los Angeles and Hollywood,
and Lawrence, Kan. offer catchy
slogans like “He lied, they died,”
“Lies: the real weapons of mass
destruction, “America’s future:
bankrupt,” and “The time is now
to take America back.” These ads
present some of the slickest graph-
ics and weakest arguments – two
of the techniques Moveon advised
filmmakers against pursuing. Only
David Haynes of Dallas, Tex., who
used the image a computer desktop
to illustrate that Bush has thrown
folders full of pertinent issues into the
computer’s trash can, and Nathania
Vishnevsky of Foster City, Calif.,
who showed a man in a Halloween
Bush mask, dressed like Robin Hood,
robbing a neighborhood and chil-
dren, demonstrated any creativity.

Moveon, which vows to spend over
$1 million per day to oust Bush from
the White House, assembled its col-
orful panel from some of the most
interesting caves in Hollywood. We’ve
got one-hit wonders like actors Jack
Black and Hector Elizondo, televi-
sion network-paid political pundits
James Carville and Donna Brazile,
failed comedians Margaret Cho, Al
Franken and Janeane Garofalo, and
techno musician Moby.

“Our country is founded on a
sham,” stated Garofalo, a proud
feminist with a tattoo of the word
“THINK” on her arm. “When com-
munist USSR was a superpower, the
world was better off:” another
Garofalo pearl of wisdom. So, I
guess we know who was appointed
Deputy Mayor of the Village Idi-
ots, with producer Michael Moore
not far behind in the ranks. Sadly
missing from the village commu-
nity are Barbra Streisand and Rob
Reiner, however, I am sure they are
busy lining up The Dixie Chicks
for the January 12 festivities.

Every time election season rolls
around, politicians say they will do
everything in their power to avoid
negative mudslinging tactics. Now,
they simply leave it to the experts at
Moveon and their filmmaking
groupies. Our nation, which
Garofalo loves to mock so whole-
heartedly, would be better served by
advertisements that raise pertinent
issues and seek solutions instead of
resorting to playground retorts like,
“It’s not my fault, it’s his.” For Re-
publicans, or anyone with common
sense who wants a good belly laugh,
these ads are worth viewing. Taking
them to heart? Well, that’s just lap-
ping up preposterous propaganda.
So, if you don’t like having mud slung
at you, simply move on to support
campaigns that don’t have to stoop
that low to get voters’ support.
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By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — You may have
seen Stephen D’Amato sitting at The
Crossroads in Garwood on a Tuesday
night, sketching jazz performers, or
spotted this avid biker on the road,
where he enjoys his vigorous workout
several times a week, or you will find
him playing a vignette on the piano,
but it is more likely that this well-
rounded 43-year-old will be at home

in Cranford, working on his newest
interest — figurative, dream-like, sur-
realistic-type oils, acrylics, or water-
colors.

D’Amato developed his interest in
the arts at a very early age. He first
started to draw and paint at the age of
seven. After several years of letting it
slip away, he revisited his talent when
he was 16, and from that point on
decided to pursue a career in art.

After starting college at Syracuse
University in Syracuse, N.Y., D’Amato
completed his studies several years
later at Rutgers University, earning a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Visual Arts,
in a program consisting of a combina-
tion of academics and studio credits.

Claiming that he is the sole artistic
member of his family, D’Amato prob-
ably gained his interest in the arts from
his worldly upbringing.

From Morris County to Chicago,
and as far away as Australia, D’Amato
has had the opportunity to live in a
variety of places, with an assortment of
cultures from which to draw his cre-

ativity.
He has come a long way from his

early interest in crayons and colored
pencils. D’Amato discovered water-
colors in college, and although it is
“not a forgiving-type medium,” he
was mesmerized by the transparent

quality of the paints. And although he
continues to use watercolors, his rep-
ertoire has expanded to now include
oils and acrylics.

These days, D’Amato spends at least
three days each week in sessions, some
of them at the Westfield Art Associa-
tion, drawing his newest passion —
the human form.

“I’ve overcome a lot of flaws through-
out the year,” D’Amato told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, and is now
“focusing and concentrating on fig-
ures.” He is also studying anatomy,
and has an interest in portraiture.

“Profile of a Man,” drawing in charcoal“Profile of a Man,” drawing in charcoal“Profile of a Man,” drawing in charcoal“Profile of a Man,” drawing in charcoal“Profile of a Man,” drawing in charcoal
pencil by Steve D’Amato, approximatepencil by Steve D’Amato, approximatepencil by Steve D’Amato, approximatepencil by Steve D’Amato, approximatepencil by Steve D’Amato, approximate
size 11 x 17.size 11 x 17.size 11 x 17.size 11 x 17.size 11 x 17.

“Peace and Harmony,” watercolor by“Peace and Harmony,” watercolor by“Peace and Harmony,” watercolor by“Peace and Harmony,” watercolor by“Peace and Harmony,” watercolor by
Steve D’Amato, 12 x16.Steve D’Amato, 12 x16.Steve D’Amato, 12 x16.Steve D’Amato, 12 x16.Steve D’Amato, 12 x16.

Several years ago, he considered
continuing his formal education and
started to pursue a Master of Arts
degree in Studio Art. He took a break,
realizing that he was not quite sure
how he wanted to proceed with his
thesis. Now, D’Amato must decide
whether to pick up where he left off, or
take classes at the Art Student’s League
in New York City instead.

Meanwhile, he reported that he is
tremendously happy with teaching at
adult schools and facilities around
towns such as Garwood, Summit, and
Basking Ridge.

D’Amato accomplishes all of this
with the support of Judi Dunn, his
wife of four years who also has a career
in the arts. His at-home studio was
once his living room, but that all
changed after his marriage. Although
the space became a living room once
again, D’Amato does not seem to mind.

“I work small, so it’s okay,” he said.
Dunn works in graphics, another

medium with which D’Amato is fa-
miliar. He was working as an illustra-
tor/graphic designer, when he suf-
fered a setback three years ago. While
biking, he was in a terrible accident,
which resulted in the loss of his job,
surgery, and an extended period of
disability.

As many creatively-inclined folks
will do, D’Amato used this time to his
advantage, further exploring his inter-
est in art.

“Woman Nude,” drawing in sanguine“Woman Nude,” drawing in sanguine“Woman Nude,” drawing in sanguine“Woman Nude,” drawing in sanguine“Woman Nude,” drawing in sanguine
pastel by Steve D’Amato, approximatepastel by Steve D’Amato, approximatepastel by Steve D’Amato, approximatepastel by Steve D’Amato, approximatepastel by Steve D’Amato, approximate
size 11 x 17.size 11 x 17.size 11 x 17.size 11 x 17.size 11 x 17.
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        Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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By MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Marking the re-
lease of his first CD of sultry Bossa
Nova favorites and originals, Paolo
Pinho took to the stage on New
Year’s Eve at Westfield’s Northside
Trattoria, where a five-course meal
and merry décor ushered in 2004.

Co-owner Timothy Boyle indicated
that the reservations had been sold-
out as of the afternoon of December
31. Brother and Co-owner Christo-
pher Boyle greeted guests in royal
“Iron Chef”-style, reminding guests
that they were sure to savor a feast for
the senses.

Festive spirals of ribbon hung from
the rafters, and tables were adorned
with candles, aromatic woods and
potpourri, noisemakers, glittery and
feathered hats, and white carnations
with baby’s breath. Service was im-
peccable, gracious and prompt.

As delectable hors d’ouevres were
presented to guests, elegant menus
beckoned revelers’ tastebuds with
promises of three distinctive entrees.
The sole dilemma of the evening
arose when you had to choose, for
each selection was unparalleled in
preparation and presentation.

A bountiful portion of field greens
with oven-roasted vegetables was of-
fered as the “insalata,” which was also
garnished with braised fennel and
grilled radicchio. Modestly laced with
apple cider vinaigrette, diners were
especially fascinated by the salad’s

smoked woodsy flavor, which was the
ideal blend to the accompanying sun-
dried tomatoes.

Prior to partaking in their entrée
selections, attendees cleansed their
palates with a refreshing dollop of
lemon sorbet swimming in cool mint
and mango soup, garnished by a lemon
tree leaf.

Each entrée offered a win-win situ-
ation. One can never go wrong with
salmon at Northside Trattoria and
that favorite, accompanied by braised
fennel, barley and basil-cilantro emul-
sion, was on the New Year’s Eve
menu. Other tempting choices in-
cluded filet mignon with wild mush-
room ragout and truffled mashed
potatoes or the wood-roasted half
yearling chicken with tender winter
root vegetables, tangy potato purée
and pan jus.

Couples snuck off to dance cheek
to cheek during Pinho’s performances,
as the clock ticked quickly toward the
New Year.

Before nibbling on an array of
pastry and petit fours, revelers sa-
vored every spoonful of rich, deep
mousse au chocolate with raspberry
couilis, served in funky, tall parfait
cups.

On another note, becoming a regu-
lar attendee of the Northside
Trattoria’s Jazz Sessions would be a
New Year’s resolution one would never
regret. The next session is slated for
Wednesday, January 14, from 6:30 to
10 p.m. Don’t miss it.

Continued on Page 17Continued on Page 17Continued on Page 17Continued on Page 17Continued on Page 17
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  Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — It’s funny how
certain threads keep running through
the tapestry of our lives. If you look
closely, you can see those recurring
colors in your own life as well as your
neighbor’s.

Westfield neighbor Drude Roessler,
a retired music teacher, has a few
textured threads that emerge. When
she graduated from Westfield High
School in 1958, and was the recipient
of a scholarship to college compli-
ments of the Musical Club of
Westfield, little did she know that 40

years later she would be working to
raise funds for that same local schol-
arship.

“In 1972 when I came back to
Westfield, I thought it was time to
give back,” recalled Roessler. That
thread was introduced then and con-
tinues to play a big part of her life
today.

As a performing member of the
Musical Club of Westfield, she has
chaired many of the organization’s
committees for the scholarship con-
certs, which are presented bi-yearly.

“I really enjoy coordinating the
concerts…it’s like putting a mini-
show together,” she said of the event
that funds the scholarship for
Westfield students who are inter-
ested in furthering their musical tal-
ents in college.

The club she holds so dear meets
monthly at the First Baptist Church
of Westfield from October through
May. Members, made up of audi-
tioned performers and appreciators
of classical music, assemble for the
hour-long programs that consist of
presentations of two or three per-
formers or groups per meeting.

Music has taken Roessler many
places in her life, but because she put
in 31 years teaching in the Westfield
Public Schools, she still calls Westfield
home. After college, she taught in
Illinois for four years and in Florida
for five years in Florida, before re-
turning to her hometown of Westfield
to continue a career in music educa-
tion.

With a bachelor’s degree in music
and a master’s degree in vocal perfor-
mance from from Northwestern
University in Illinois, she was well
qualified not only to teach students,
and to direct their shows, but to also
become involved as a performer and
director in adult local and regional
theaters.

Her teaching career took her to
many Westfield schools: elementary
schools, to the junior high to the
high school and back again to the
elementary schools.

“We are fortunate to live in a town

that appreciates the arts,” she told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “Some of my
fondest memories are the 17 sum-
mers directing the Westfield Junior
High musicals.”

“While I was teaching junior high
students, I would always tell them
that we don’t put on a junior high
play,” she explained. Roessler admit-
ted to having been a demanding
teacher and director and feels that
students “delivered more” because of
those high expectations.

“Junior high students don’t really
have the ability to carry a whole

show,” she said, “but with the sets,
scenery and costuming, it worked.”
Supportive parents would come out
on Saturdays to pitch in, assisting
with sets, scenery, props and their
children’s costumes.

One of her favorite shows to direct
with the junior high students was
Peter Pan.

“When we did it for the Westfield
Summer Workshop in 1986, we did
it right — with the professional fly-
ing company,” remembered Roessler,
adding that she and the students had
such a ball that she reprised that
show for the Orange Avenue produc-
tion in 2000, the last children’s pro-
duction she directed for the Westfield
Public Schools.

That thread of a repeating show in
her life appears with other produc-
tions as well. Currently, as the Over-
all Book Director for the Cranford
Dramatic Club (CDC) in Cranford,
she is auditioning players for Kiss Me
Kate.

As the director of a show, “one
needs a concept to be able to do the
work justice.” For this production,
she has more than just a concept of it
— she knows the show from the
inside out because she and her hus-
band, Charles, played the two leads
in Kiss Me Kate when they were first
married.

She confessed that directing is a
special kind of joy, but performing
still brings that ultimate thrill. Both
she and her husband enjoyed the
applause of Edison’s Plays-in-the-Park
audiences in the early 1980s in Most
Happy Fella where she played his
sister, and in Damn Yankees where
she was his wife.

This talented musician is currently
a professional member of the choir of
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church in Plainfield, which regu-
larly presents quality programs.

In addition to Plays-in-the-Park,
for decades, she has participated in
many CDC and Westfield Commu-
nity Players productions. The fabric
of her musical life weaves richer and
fuller each day.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School student and soprano Kay Rogers
won a national competition to per-
form at the 33rd Annual Rome Festi-
val in Rome, Italy this summer as an
artist in Bizet’s Carmen.

“Miss Rogers upheld the high stan-
dard of performing what Italian music
lovers, tourists, and critics have come
to expect from the Rome Festival,”
stated Maestro Fritz Maraffi, Music
Director of the Rome Festival Orches-
tra and Opera.

The Carmen performance was per-
formed about 900 meters from the
Roman Colosseum.

Kay also studied with master artist-

teachers as part of the festival’s Sum-
mer Institute, which is sponsored by
the Rome Festival Orchestra.

While balancing a schedule of re-
hearsals, performances and classes, Kay
had the opportunity to tour Rome.

Kay studied voice with Jeannette
Maraffi for more than two years. Cur-
rently, she is a member of the Ameri-
can Performance Studios. She also
performed with several local chamber
music ensembles. She received sup-
port for her living expenses in Rome
from local individual and business
donors, as well as the Alumni Fund
and Young Artists’ Fund of the Rome
Festival Orchestra.
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When she was First Lady, Demo-
crat Hillary Rodham Clinton
opined in a best-selling rant: “It
takes a village.” And, when it comes
to the ragtag panel of judges assess-
ing 30-second ads commissioned

by Moveon.org —
all of which bra-

zenly blast the
Bush adminis-
tration — it
seems to take a

bunch of village
idiots.
Seemingly out of

revenge for G.W.’s
overwhelming capture of the presi-
dency, Hollywood Democrats
pouted and
stomped their
feet like tyran-
nical toddlers
and opted to
launch their
own cam-
paign through
the website to
usurp any credibil-
ity and good intentions set forth by
G.W. since he took the Oath of
Office. Now that the Presidential
Election is in full swing and DEMS,
grappling with a pool of slim pick-
ings, cannot stand solidly behind a
real Presidential candidate,
Moveon.org is turning up the heat
under its cauldron of lies.

Fifteen out of 1,512 submis-
sions were received by the organi-
zation, which will pick the winner
on Monday, January 12, at the
Hammerstein Ballroom in New
York City. One of the original
entries, which compared Bush to
Hitler, was pulled and Moveon
denied any knowledge of the par-
allel one filmmaker tried to draw –
a comparison which has not only
outraged Republicans, but Jews
nationwide. The ads are being run
in an attempt to debunk the myth
that G.W. cares for his country. So,
Moveon has proffered seven reasons
to fuel filmmakers’ fire when target-
ing Bush – each painting the nation’s
leader as a lying, money-grubbing,
child-hating, job-cutting terrorist.
For a second there, I though I was
writing about Sadaam Hussein.

One of the seven sins of Bush,
according to Moveon, stems from
his promise that Iraq harbored
weapons of mass destruction; an-
other attacks him for not hugging
enough trees and recycling enough
plastic bottles to sate the worries of
environmentalists because there were
certainly bigger issues on the man’s
plate following 9/11. And, my fa-
vorite charge asserts that Bush has
stolen liberties from Americans by
trying to ensure their safety via
Internet monitoring, searches, fin-
gerprinting and wiretapping. Hey,
if you’ve got nothing to hide, why
would you be bothered if these mea-
sures would ultimately protect us
from another travesty?

Charlie Fisher of Denver, Colo.
is one of the finalists. His ad,
“Child’s Pay,” tosses some predict-
able folksy music in the background
while showing youngsters working
in a sweatshop to pay off the federal
deficit. My generation inherited its
share of deficits from past presiden-
cies, but I don’t remember working
in a sweatshop. Perhaps I blotted
out those memories. Another ad
puts Bush’s claims regarding Hussein
and Iraq to a polygraph test, while
an Arab-American says the U.S. is
as oppressive as his homeland.


