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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

RECOGNITION FOR SERVICE…The Westfield Recreation Commission rec-
ognized two of its former commissioners for their service and commitment to the
community at their February 2 meeting. Keith Hertell, left, who served as
chairman of the commission for the past three years, and Thomas Cusimano,
right, who served on the commission for six years. Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann presented the two commissioners with plaques and voiced his personal
appreciation for the support, commitment, dedication, and guidance to not only
the department; but more importantly to the citizens of the community.

            Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader
UPPERCLASSMAN LAST HOME GATHERING…A strong Blue Devil senior swim team reflects on their last home
meet after dousing the Watchung Hills Warriors, 99-71 at the Wallace pool in Westfield.
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Mountainside BOE Turns Attention
To Dissolution Fund and State Aid

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The $11.7 million budget for the
2004-2005 school year was discussed
at Tuesday’s Mountainside Board of
Education meeting, with Board Presi-
dent Peter Goggi reminding the pub-
lic that the spending plan is only
preliminary and subject to change.

A special meeting has been set for
Tuesday, March 2, prior to the chief
school administrator criteria search

meeting in order to discuss the bud-
get before it is submitted to the county
superintendent of schools.

The board presented the budget to
the public with the assumption of
state aid. Actual numbers were ex-
pected to come from the state yester-
day.

“It is going to be a tight budget; we
are going to be challenged. The in-
crease in (Governor Livingston) tu-
ition alone is double our cap,” said

Mr. Goggi.
The board is hoping to receive

funds from the Spending Growth
Limitation Adjustment (SGLA)
Fund, which allows the district to
draw on banked monies. The SGLA
could provide an additional $400,000
to the district, with taxpayers cover-
ing the difference.

When putting together this year’s
budget, the board was hoping to have
access to a dissolution fund totaling
$486,000. This money was awarded
to Mountainside following de-
regionalization of the district.

 Board member Richard Kress
stated, “Some litigation is ex-
pected. Our money is being held
in escrow and I doubt it will be
released before the budget is pre-
sented. We have been told not to
count on it.”

The money is being held in a non-
interest bearing account as required
by the state. “The state didn’t antici-
pate it being held this long,” Mr.
Goggi continued.

Another factor having a dramatic
effect on the budget is the district’s
requirement to provide an appropri-
ate education for every child in the
district, including those requiring
extraordinary aide.

The board approved the payment
for one such student in the amount of
$38,344 for the remainder of the
school year for out-of-district tu-
ition, speech therapy, pediatric thera-
peutics and transportation.

Mr. Goggi reminded the public
that candidates seeking election to
the school board need to file all
necessary paperwork with the board
office by Monday, March 1, no later
than 4 p.m. in order to be considered.
School board elections will be held
on Tuesday, April 20.

He also stated that a budget hear-
ing has been slated for Friday, March
19, at 7 p.m. at Borough Hall.
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Council Consults With Planner
On Ward Prospect St. Project

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The bulk of Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council meeting was
spent discussing revising the zoning
and master plan in order to allow
James Ward to build luxury condos
on Prospect Street at the site of the
old Statistical Research.

Mr. Ward proposes to build a 41-
unit, luxury residential development
targeted for persons age 55 and older.

Town Planner Blaise Brancheau
said he reviewed the proposal and
explained that a multifamily use is
appropriate for a transitional area
between the downtown and residen-
tial areas.

Mr. Brancheau did raise concern
among several of the council mem-
bers that approving this project could
open up other areas in town for simi-
lar projects.

Under the current zoning condi-
tions residential use on the ground
floor is prohibited. According to Mr.
Brancheau, Mr. Ward could put 86
parking spaces, 8,000 square feet of
commercial space and two floors of
residential above that on the piece of
property.

Mayor Gregory McDermott said
that there is a need for this type of
development in town, but raised con-
cerns about over development. He
questioned that with the proposed

parking deck across the street from
the development “what are we doing
to that whole neighborhood?”

He also pointed out that the traffic
study which recently came in listed
intersections in that area as D’s go-
ing to F’s. He also said that residents
in the area would not want a retail
establishment.

Mr. Brancheau will return to the
council in one month identifying
other sites in the town that the new
zoning standards could apply to.

Residents Sharon Stockwell and
Allen Solomon spoke in favor of the
Ward project.

In other business, Second Ward
Republican Councilman Rafael
Betancourt reported that the Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking
Committee met and discussed the
eight proposals for parking deck
project managers. He said that the
committee has narrowed it down to
three choices: JS&A Associates,
Cambridge and Breakthrough LLC,
and that the council should interview
the three firms.

Councilman Betancourt said that
the committee also concurred that
the council needs to hear back from
parking deck developer Nassau HKT
on design revisions.

Town Administrator James Gildea
informed the council that more
money needs to be appropriated in

order to bring the project manager on
board. He said that all of the money
that was previously set aside has
been spent or is earmarked for cer-
tain parts of the project.

Third Ward Republican Council-
man Mark Ciarrocca said that he is
“uncomfortable” appropriating ad-
ditional funds when he hasn’t seen a
design update since September.

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilwoman JoAnn Neylan questioned
how much money the town was go-
ing to invest, and added that it was
her understanding that taxes would
not be raised to support the project.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
said that reliable financials cannot
be worked up until a final design is
completed.

It was decided that Robert Powell,
the principal of Nassau HKT would
be asked to attend the council’s next
conference session in order to pro-
vide the governing body with an
update.

An e-mail that was sent by
Westfield Board of Education Presi-
dent Arlene Gardner was also dis-
cussed. Mr. Gildea explained that
her e-mail message discussed the
town’s new fee on development. Ms.
Gardner raised concerns that schools
will be charged for construction un-
der the new ordinance.

Mr. Brancheau explained that
while the municipal land use law
prohibits charging a fee to the board
of education, the new ordinance is
written in accordance with the af-
fordable housing regulations. He said
that the only constructions that are
excluded are churches, bleachers,
stadiums, fences and signs.

Mr. Brancheau said that construc-
tion of hospitals, schools, nursing
homes, assisted living facilities and

Westfield Planning Board Approves
Commerce Bank on North  Avenue

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Unanimously, members of the
Westfield Planning Board voted last
Monday evening, to approve an ap-
plication for a Commerce Bank
Branch at the former site of the Reilly
Oldsmobile at 552-556 and 560 North
Avenue.

All variances were granted at this

special meeting except for variances
concerning signage.

Representing Commerce Bank,
Attorney, Jeffrey Lehrer, had three
witnesses testify on behalf of the
bank.

Grayson Murray, Licensed Pro-
fessional Engineer, testified in place
of, Brett Skapinetz, also a Licensed
Professional Engineer, who repre-

sented Commerce Bank earlier in
the month at the planning board’s
regularly scheduled meeting.

Mr. Murray testified to the modifi-
cations that were made to the design
since the earlier meeting. He stated
that the bank was adding six shade
trees along the western line of the
property in addition making the
northern curb-line shrubbery 42
inches high. He also noted that the
lighting outside the bank would in-
clude 12, 175-watt shielded fixture
poles that were 18 feet high as op-
posed as the original 20 feet pro-
posed.

Mr. Murray noted that of the 12
light fixtures, seven would be turned
off one hour after closing.

According to Mr. Murray, Com-
merce Bank had been in the process
of changing the architecture and
making a new prototype design for
their bank branches. He added that
because of Westfield’s interest in a
different type of design, the bank has
accelerated the process. He stated
that this new type of design “will
have more stone and brick and will

        Benjamin B. Corbin  for The Westfield Leader
PEDESTRIAN STRUCK...A pedestrian was struck by a motor vehicle on Friday in the parking lot of the Lincoln/
Mercury Dealership in South Avenue. The 86 year old man was taken to Morristown Hospital. According to the Westfield
Police Department the victim survived his injuries.

BOE Examines Fine Arts, Athletics Budget,
While Residents Request Ice Hockey Funding

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
met on Tuesday to discuss the Fine
Arts and Athletics aspects of the
proposed 2004-2005 School budget.

The total proposed expenditure for
Fine Arts in the 2004-2005 budget is
$3,295,656, a 5.12 percent increase
over the 2003-2004 budget. That
amount includes $2,973,482 in sala-
ries for the district’s art, drama, and
music teachers, as well as a depart-
ment supervisor and secretary.

The budget includes $120,714 in
co-curricular stipends for various
activities, including opportunities for
students to take part in dramas, mu-
sicals, orchestra, jazz band, and
marching band. Additionally, some
of the stipend money will go towards
increasing participation opportuni-
ties at the intermediate and high
school levels. Money will also be put
toward improving instruction within
the department, training staff, equip-
ment repairs, professional services
that include accompanists for the
Winter and Spring concerts, as well
as new textbooks, travel, and new
marching band supplies.

Fine arts programs will receive
$123,184 in instructional supplies
that include items needed for art
classes, music classes, school dra-
mas, various art technologies, and
the district art show. The music de-
partment will receive a new saxo-
phone, new chimes, and a new com-
puter at the intermediate level, and a

new vibraphone, marimba, tuba,
clarinet, and saxophone, as well as a
new set of chimes at Westfield High
School (WHS).

The proposed budget calls for
$15,050 in transportation fees to fine
arts-related activities, which include
marching band competitions, All City
Music, WHS Instrumental Music
Festivals, and transportation for stu-
dents participating in WHS dramas.

In addition to budgeted items, the
board continues to take advantage of
funds remaining in the high school
bond referendum. Purchases already
made include fifteen new iMac com-
puters, a scanner, and a color printer.
Items to be purchased in the future
include new chairs, music lab work-
stations, risers for the stage at WHS,
and five new computers.

The total proposed budget for Ath-
letics in the 2004-2005 school year
comes to $1,045,734, which is a 2.75
percent increase over the 2003-2004
budget. The board noted their lack of
financial flexibility within this year’s
Athletics budget when compared to
last year, when the Athletics budget
rose 25 percent over the preceding
year.

Salaries take up $197,916 of the
Athletics budget, and co-curricular
stipends for intramurals,
cheerleading, summer weight train-
ing, and an equipment manager ac-
count for $54,009 of the budget.
Additionally, interscholastic stipends
are budgeted at $517,606.

Other expenses in the Athletics

budget include reconditioning of
uniforms and equipment, the ser-
vices of officials and referees, travel
for scouting and athletic conferences,
the purchase of other supplies, vari-
ous tournament entry fees, and trans-
portation to games. These expenses
come to a total of $276,500.

The board also discussed the pos-
sibility of obtaining a bond referen-
dum to finance the renovation of the
track at WHS at $325,000 and the
purchase of a turf field at $592,300.
The board stressed the need for both
of these projects to be completed.

At its next meeting on Tuesday,
March 2, the board has to approve a
tentative budget for the 2004-2005
school year. A public review of the
budget will take place on Monday,
March 29, and the annual school
district elections take place on April
20.

Tuesday’s meeting was heavily
attended by members of the Westfield
community, most of whom were at
the meeting in support of the WHS
Ice Hockey Team. The board heard
an impassioned plea for increased
funding from team members and
members of the Westfield High
School Ice Hockey Association
(WHSIHA).

Ice hockey is in its tenth year at
WHS and is recognized as a varsity
sport by the school district’s athletic
department, yet it is the only varsity
sport that does not receive full fund-
ing from within the district’s budget.

Bruce Regenstreich, President of
the WHSIHA, said that “qualified
skaters may feel they can not afford
the extra cost beyond the exorbitant
equipment price for the basic equip-
ment necessary to play the game.”

He presented the board with the re-
sults of a survey regarding the level
of funding for ice hockey programs
in other school districts. Twenty-
nine school districts responded to
the survey, and the results indicate
that the WHS Ice Hockey team re-
ceives significantly less funding than
most other local hockey teams.

The 2003-2004 school year is the
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The monthly publishing of
speeding enforcementis part of
the Westfield Police
Department’s efforts to make the
streets of Westfield safer for ev-
eryone. The Westfield Police De-
partment will not tolerate agressive
drivers, and while issuing sum-
monses is not the main objective, it
is necessary in order to gain com-
pliance with traffic laws.

Paid Bulletin Board Service

Put Your Tax Refund to Good Use
Did you recently receive an in-

come tax refund?  Here are some
suggestions for making the most
of it.

Pay off consumer debt.  This is
generally one of the best uses for
extra cash.  For example, if you
typically carry a credit card bal-
ance and pay 16% interest, you’ll
realize a 16% return if you pay off
that debt.  You probably won’t save
quite as much by paying off other
types of loans, but you should con-
sider that as well.

Contribute to an individual retire-
ment account (IRA).  A contribution
to an IRA is a good idea whether it’s
tax-deductible or not because IRA
earnings grow tax-deferred.  If
you’re self-employed and show a
profit for the year, you can also
make a tax-deductible contribution
to a SEP, Keogh or the newer self
employed 401K plans.

Start or add to an education
fund.  Consider investing your ex-
tra money in stock or bond mu-
tual funds earmarked for your
child’s education.  The younger
your child, the more you might
want to tilt your college savings
toward stock mutual funds.  They

have performed better than bonds
over the long term.  We can help
you decide whether your educa-
tion fund should be held in your
name, your child’s name,  in a
trust or 529 plan.  We can also
make sure that you don’t get
snared by the “kiddie tax.”

Invest in yourself.  While plan-
ning for your family’s education,
don’t forget yourself.  Have you
put off training for new job re-
sponsibilities or a new career
because you couldn’t afford it?
Now that you have some extra
cash, spending it on yourself may
be the best investment of all.  You
also may be entitled to a tax de-
duction for education expenses
that are required by your em-
ployer or that improve the skills
required on your current job.

Don’t just spend a tax refund; put
it to work improving your financial
well-being.

For more information, please
contact:

Sean M. Duffy, CPA
328 Park Avenue

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
908-490-1875.

E-mail: sduffycpa@erols.com

 

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
• Kyle Harvin, 27, of Westfield was

arrested on charges of eluding a po-
lice officer and the unlawful taking of
a motor vehicle after a brief chase that
began on Palstead Avenue and ended
when the vehicle driven by the sus-
pect crashed into a house on Lamberts
Mill Road in Scotch Plains. No inju-
ries were reported.

A further check revealed Harvin
was wanted on outstanding contempt
of court warrants from Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Plainfield and Roselle.
The suspect was held on bail.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12
• Narda Rodrigez, 31, and John

Dominges, 21, both of Queens, N.Y.,
were arrested on Central Avenue and
charged with obstructing adminis-
tration of law. The pair was arrested
after they allegedly attempted to flee
a police investigation into a possible
shoplifting incident at an East Broad
Street clothing store.

Rodrigez, additionally charged
with hindering apprehension and
being a fugitive of justice from Mont-
gomery County, Md., was sent to the
Union County Jail pending extradi-
tion. Dominges was released on his
own recognizance.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14
• Coriline Villegas, 29, of Plainfield

was arrested in the 100 block of
Central Avenue and charged with
shoplifting $102 worth of cosmetics
from a local business. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance.

• An unknown person broke an

outdoor light fixture at a residence in
the 800 block of Ramapo Way.

• A 17-year-old Westfield male
was arrested at Lenox Avenue and
Elmer Street and charged with pos-
session of a prohibited weapon, de-
scribed by police as a metallic
knuckle knife. He was subsequently
released to the custody of an aunt.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15
• Luke DiMatteo, 18, Joseph

Wisniewski, 18, and a 17-year-old
male, all from Westfield, were arrested
and charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance, described
by police as suspected cocaine. The
juvenile was also charged with posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.

The three were arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at Chestnut Street
and Lenox Avenue. DiMatteo and
Wisniewski were released on their
own recognizance, while the juvenile
was turned over to his mother.

• A Central Avenue business reported
the theft of approximately $92 in men’s
cologne by two female suspects. One of
the suspects was described as white, 35
to 38 years old, five feet and five inches
tall, with short brown hair and weighing
170 pounds. The other suspect was
described as black and six feet tall. They
were not apprehended.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
• A Fourth Avenue resident reported

the theft of two credit cards while she
was at a local house of worship. Both
credit card agencies reported signifi-
cant activity on the cards – totaling
approximately $1,500.

Rahway Avenue
Gallows Hill Road
Willow Grove Road
Prospect Street
Dudley Avenue
East Broad Street
Mountain Avenue
Lawrence Avenue
Woodland Avenue
North Avenue
Central Avenue
Summit Avenue
Lamberts Mill Road
South Avenue
Clark Street
Totals:

Summonses

Speeding Enforcement Stats.
For the Month of January

Street Warnings

5
1
0
1
2
6
2
10
0
1
3
1
1
0
1
34

10
1
2
5
21
4
22
31
7
6
2
0
0
1
1
113

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
• A Farley Avenue resident reported

that her vehicle was stolen from her
driveway. The victim reported that be-
tween 3 and 5 p.m. someone removed
the vehicle from the driveway. No bro-
ken glass was observed in the driveway.

• Rima Klodt, 53, of Piscataway
was arrested and charged with DWI
after being pulled over on Terrill
Road for driving erratic.

• A John Street resident reported
that her vehicle was vandalized while
parked on Clydesdale Road. The front
driver’s side window was broken. It
appeared that nothing was taken from
inside the vehicle.

• A business located on Jerusalem
Road reported a theft from a vehicle
that was parked in the yard. Five chain
saws were reported missing from the
storage area of the pickup truck.

THURSDAY, FEBRUAURY 5
• A business located on Jerusalem

Road reported that a plow and a
pump were removed from the yard
where the items were kept.

SUNDAY, FEBRUAURY 8
• A Front Street resident reported

that his front license plate on his

vehicle was taken. The vehicle was
parked on the street.

THURSDAY, FEBRUAURY 12
• John Pierre, 22, of Roselle was

arrested and charged with I.D. theft
and theft. The arrest stemmed from an
investigation conducted by Detective
Donnelly.

FRIDAY, FEBRUAURY 13
• A Princeton Avenue resident re-

ported credit card fraud. The victim’s
credit card was used to make several
purchases without his permission.

• A Jerusalem Road resident re-
ported receiving harassing telephone
calls. The victim believes she knows
who the calls are coming from.

SATURDAY, FEBRUAURY 14
• A Winchester Drive resident re-

ported that sometime after 9 a.m.
someone entered their home and re-
moved jewelry from out of the master
bedroom. A rear door was found stand-
ing open when the owner returned
home.

SUNDAY, FEBRUAURY 15
• A Rahway Road resident reported

criminal mischief to his vehicle. At
this time it is undetermined whether
there is any damage to the vehicle.

S.I. Newhouse School Tells
WF Dean’s List Students
WESTFIELD – The S.I. Newhouse

School of Public Communications at
Syracuse University in Syracuse, N.Y.
has announced that Westfield stu-
dents Kathryn Bartholomew, Mat-
thew Chazanow, Bridget Fitzpatrick
and Martta McGlynn were all named
to the fall 2003 semester Dean’s List.

Kathryn is a senior majoring in
newspaper and psychology, while
Matthew is a sophomore focusing
his studies in broadcast journalism.

Bridget and Martta are also sopho-
mores, however, Bridget has selected
advertising as her major and Martta
has chosen television-radio-film for
her major.

Series of Topics Announced
For ‘Great Decisions’ Course
WESTFIELD — The discussion

course “Great Decisions” will begin
on Monday, March 1, at the Westfield
Adult School. Classes, which are open
to all, will be held on Mondays through
May 3, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at
Westfield High School. There will be
no classes on March 15 and April 5.

This year’s topics will include “The
Media and Foreign Policy,” “The
Philippines,” “Weapons of Mass
Destruction,” “U.S. and Europe,”
“Muslim Diversity,” “Latin

America,” “Middle Eastern Political
Reform” and “Public Diplomacy.”

A speaker or media presentation
will be followed by lively discus-
sion, concluding with balloting that
will be sent to the Foreign Policy
Association. Participants in this semi-
nar will join over 30,000 other Ameri-
cans nationwide who will be dis-
cussing these topics.

Registration for the full eight-week
course may be done online at
www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool or
in person on Monday. This course is
written by the Foreign Policy Asso-
ciation and is sponsored locally by
the League of Women Voters

Registration will be ongoing
throughout the eight weeks and a
course book will be provided for the
full session. The cost is $55.

WESTFIELDERS AT THE STATEHOUSE…Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21),
right,  and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21), left, discuss Tuesday’s budget
speech by Governor James McGreevey (D) in Trenton.  Westfield Fourth Ward
Republican Councilman James Foerst listens in as the Republican group
attempts to estimate the impact of the governor’s programs and expenditures
on local property taxes.

Members of the Westfield High School varsity ice hockey team present their
case Tuesday evening in asking the Board of Education to allocate more funds
to assist the hockey programs. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Greg
Speir, Brent Davis and Ed Kramkowski.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ward Project
government offices all increase the
town’s affordable housing require-
ment.

First Ward Republican Council-
man Sal Caruana said that the cur-
rent ordinance is a “stop gap” mea-
sure, and that it will be revisited once
the state regulations are officially
adopted.

“Is the school building something
that there is so much concern?” ques-
tioned Fourth Ward Republican
Councilman James Foerst.

Next week, the council will have
resolutions before them to approve
demolitions at 121 Pearl Street, 615
Shadowlawn Drive, 911 Kimball
Avenue and 1026 Coolidge Street.

The council decided to delay a
vote on the demolition of a home at
1702 Summit Avenue after Town
Engineer Kenneth Marsh said that
the lot is sub-dividable.

He indicated that there is currently
no application for a subdivision and
that the builders’ intent is not known.
The building department will ask
M&M Real Estate for a letter of
intent as to what they plan to do with
the property.

“Creating Financial Solutions for Seniors in Transition”
This program is designed to help families that have to make
quick decisions regarding care for their loved ones. The first
20 participants will be entitled to a FREE consultation with
the specialist! Learn how to:

• Sell a house in “As-Is” condition in as little as 15 days.
• Prepare a house for sale by having someone else clean

and repair it.
• Establish Guardianship, Power of Attorney, and Executor

services for your loved one. 

“My Feet Are Killing Me!”
This exciting program is designed to teach people about proper
foot care and proper footwear. The presentation includes a
complimentary foot screening that will identify your particular
foot shape and problem. Who we can help:

• Those interested in preventative maintenance.
• People over the age of forty since feet tend to collapse

with age.
• The majority of the population that experience some type

of foot problem.
• People who have received a specific treatment plan from

their doctor. 

This free program is sponsored by Brighton Gardens
of Mountainside, a Sunrise Senior Living Community.
Brighton Gardens offers Assisted Living and a
Reminiscence Neighborhood, which focuses on
residents memory impairment. 

“Creating Financial Solution
for Seniors in Transition”

by Tom Hollerbach,
Golden Years Real Estate & Services

Date Saturday, February 28, 2004
Time 11:00am

“My Feet Are Killing Me!”
by Lise Krieger,

Owner, Foot Solutions

Date Wednesday, March 10, 2004
Time 6:30pm

Place Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
1350 Route 22 West,
Mountainside, NJ 07902

RSVP to 908-654-4460
Light refreshments will be served

Open to the public—
all seniors and caregivers welcome

Free Educational Seminars
for Seniors, Families and Professionals

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

ABOUT THE EVENTS

be slightly bigger but will require no
additional variances.”

Mr. Murray added, “Westfield will
be the first branch to have this new
prototype design.”

Earlier in February, planning board
member Robert Newell asked Mr.
Skapinetz about the architecture of
the proposed building stating, “The
architecture of Commerce Bank is
not in line with the architecture of
the town.”

Mr. Skapinetz had also told mem-
bers of the planning board that al-
though only 15 parking spaces are
required for the bank, 41 are pro-
posed. He also noted that the imper-
vious coverage of the site would be
reduced by 40 percent, making a
reduction in water run-off and that
many trees and shrubs would be
added on the site.

The second witness to testify on
behalf of the bank, traffic expert
John Harter noted that the property
as it exists now has three curb cuts
for access, but that two do not meet
current state requirements. He added
that the bank proposed to change it
to two, one as an entrance to the bank
and one for egress and have them
“both be in compliance with the
state.”

He noted, “The access is currently
sub-standard, but the bank will bring
it up to current standards.”

Finally, Creigh Rahenkamp, Li-
censed Professional Planner, testi-
fied on behalf of the bank noting
that, “Commerce Bank searched to
find a location to serve a motorist
market and found what they believe
to be an auto-friendly structure.”

He noted that one of the variances
needed was one to allow front-yard
parking. He stated, “out of 15 busi-
nesses in that immediate area, eight
have front-yard parking.”

The most discussion of the evening
concerned the amount of signage
that the bank is proposing for its
Westfield branch.

The bank is proposing to erect a
monument sign, a logo wall sign,
and a banner sign in addition to

parking area signage. Also, Westfield
considers logos used within the ar-
chitecture, such as red C’s as door
handles additional signage.

Mr. Newell stated, “The problem
is the over-commercialization of any
business in Westfield. Our intent is to
minimize the signage.” He added,
“The application in general is very
good, with the signage being the
only sticky point. I am in favor of the
application with the stipulation that
the bank must come before the Site
Plan Review Committee for signage.”

Planning Board member Richard
Elbert noted that he wanted to see the
monument sign smaller.

Planning Board Chairman, Jay
Boyle, stated that because none of
signs meet the size requirements and
because of the amount of signs, the
variances for signs could be discussed
at the next Site Plan Review Com-
mittee currently scheduled for Thurs-
day, March 18, at 8 a.m.

He noted that because of the late
hour and the lengthy detailed discus-
sion about the signage, the matter
could be decided after Mr. Lehrer
proposes alternate possibilities for
signs with the bank.

Mr. Lehrer asked about if the bank
doesn’t agree with the committee
what happens next. He was then told
that the matter would then come
back to the planning board.

The Site Plan Review Committee
consists of Mr. Boyle, Mr. Elbert,
Mr. Newell and Kenneth Marsh.

All other variances needed for the
bank were granted.

The next regularly scheduled plan-
ning board meeting will be held on
Monday, March 1, at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Board Approves North Ave.
Site for Commerce Bank

Ramapo College Names
Schembs to Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Ramapo College

of New Jersey has reported that Jenni-
fer Schembs of Westfield was placed
on the Dean’s List for the fall 2003
semester. She is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Douglas Schembs.

first year that the hockey team re-
ceived funding from the annual
school budget. The team was granted
$6,000 to partially cover coaching
fees. The players and their families
attending the meeting asked the board
for an additional $14,000 to help
cover coaching, bussing, league fees,
and referee costs. The team refrained
from asking the board to fund its
practice time on local ice rinks, which
takes up approximately 80 percent
of the team’s annual costs.

Presently, the cost of playing on
the WHS Ice Hockey team is $1,250.
Members of the WHSIHA believe
that lowering the cost of playing
could attract more players to the
program.

Members of the WHS Ice Hockey
team spoke to the board about their
value of their experiences playing on
the team. Team captain Alex
Regenstreich told the board that
hockey has taught him “working hard
towards a common goal is essential
to anything I do in life.”

Board member Bill Ziff spoke
out in support of the team, calling
the lack of support “a disgrace” and
saying, “we’ve got to find the
money.”

The board told those present at the
meeting that they would take the
team’s request under advisement.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE Budget

Univ. of Rochester Tells
Zimak Achievement

WESTFIELD – The Univer-
sity of Rochester in Rochester,
N.Y. has announced that Eric
Zimak of Westfield has been
named to the Dean’s List for
academic achievement during
the fall 2003 semester.

A junior at the university, he is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Raphael
Zimak of Westfield. He is also a
graduate of Westfield High School.

Brian Chiger Receives
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD – Brian Chiger, a
senior majoring in psychology at the
University of Rochester in Roches-
ter, N.Y., has been named to the
Dean’s List for academic achieve-
ment for the fall 2003 semester.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Matthew
Chiger of Westfield, Brian is a
Westfield High School graduate.
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Scotch Plains Council Works to Reduce
Budget Without Jeopardizing Service

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
has said he expects Township Coun-
cil members to examine the pro-
posed $19.5 million 2004 municipal
budget “with red pens in hand,” in
the hope of cutting back the pro-
posed five-point municipal property
tax increase.

The mayor told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that he is “feeling a
lot better than I did last year” when
the municipal tax hike was 18 points.
“Obviously, we are in a better finan-
cial situation than last year,” he said,
pointing to the improved economy,
an increase in township revenues and
a 40 percent increase in the munici-
pal surplus from last year. Despite
what he termed “a tight budget,” the
mayor said the 4.9 percent increase
in expenditures would be able to be
paid for by a smaller tax hike than

last year due to the improvement in
revenues.

The Township Council is expected
to hold several budget meetings in
the weeks prior to the 2004 budget’s
formal introduction in late March or
early April. The first such meeting
was held on February 18 and the next
was scheduled for yesterday, Wednes-
day, February 25.

Referring to Township Manager
Thomas Atkins, who submitted the
budget proposal in late January,
Mayor Marks said, “Tom is a pretty
frugal guy and not an outlandish
spender. But there’s always room for
adjustments,” he said.

The mayor stated that in most of the
budgets he has worked on since join-
ing the council in 1997, adjustments
were made. “I’d love to bring that five
points down a bit if we can, as long as
we don’t jeopardize any essential ser-
vices to the community,” he said.

About two-thirds of the $921,000
increase in proposed expenditures
this year is due to increases in spend-
ing mandated by the state and others,
including higher utility rates, pen-

sion contributions and health insur-
ance premiums. “And the weather
hasn’t helped either over the past
year or so,” the mayor added, refer-
ring to the multiple snowstorms at
both ends of 2003 and the snow and
cold of the first weeks of 2004.

On the revenue side of the budget,
while there was good news about the
municipal surplus as well as an in-
crease in construction permit fee rev-
enues, Mayor Marks said he is not
expecting any meaningful increase
in state aid, which has been static for
the past few years. “I’m hoping at
least we stay stable,” he said, adding
that “it would be foolhardy to expect
anything greater” than last year’s
$2.97 million from Trenton.

Mayor Marks expressed his hope
that “we’re now back into a pattern
where revenues come in strong, the
surplus regenerates and no large prop-
erty tax increases will be necessary.”
He noted that, excepting last year’s
18-point tax increase, which he called
“an aberration,” municipal property
taxes over the past dozen years have
risen in the 3 to 5 percent range.

FUN WITH SCIENCE…Science teacher Peggy Brown and students at Park
Middle School in Scotch Plains prepare for the school’s first Science Fair on
Friday, March 19, from 7 to 9 p.m. The event will be open to the public. More
than 100 students from grades 5 through 8 are preparing projects to exhibit.
Admission will be free.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Scotch Plains Planning Board Will Hold
Additional Hearing on DeLuca Application

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Planning Board
will hold a formal public hearing next
month on an application initially con-
sidered earlier this week because one
aspect of the application appeared to
the board’s legal counsel to require
that neighbors be notified and town-
ship officials consulted.

At its meeting on Monday evening,
the board seemed set to approve a
site plan application submitted by A.
DeLuca Paving LLC to construct a
storage garage for its paving and
masonry business at its Lindsey Av-
enue site.

Frank DeLuca told the board the
new 2,300-square-foot building will
be used to store equipment and ve-
hicles. Plans also call for fencing and
buffering between the DeLuca prop-
erty and neighboring residential prop-
erties.

With Lindsey Avenue being a pa-
per street according to township tax
maps and, to any observer, looking
like nothing more than a gravel drive-
way leading from Plainfield Avenue,
the application also called for paving
Lindsey Avenue, making it a 12-
foot-wide roadway. Originally, the
plan was to make Lindsey Avenue 20
feet wide, but an existing utility pole
and a berm rendered that option
nearly impossible. First, Board En-
gineer Thomas Quinn said approval
of the 12-foot road might require a
variance or at least a design waiver.
Then, Planning Board Attorney
Daniel Bernstein raised the question
of whether a 12-foot-wide roadway
would meet township and county
standards, especially when it came

to access by emergency vehicles. After
a 15-minute consultation with DeLuca
attorney Jay Bohn and DeLuca engi-
neer John DuPont, Mr. Bernstein told
the board that state law says the DeLuca
property needs to be accessible via an
approved roadway that meets local
standards. “Twelve feet doesn’t meet
the standards,” he said.

Given that there are residential
properties adjacent to the DeLuca
site, and in light of the fact that the

proposed paved road doesn’t meet local
standards, Mr. Bernstein said a more
formal public hearing, which will be
publicized via formal notices to af-
fected property owners, was required. It
remains possible that the board could
approve the 12-foot roadway, but it will
have to do so only after a formal public
hearing, which will likely occur at the
board’s Monday, March 8 meeting.

The board also heard a concept
review by Robert Kraus on behalf of

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Cianciulli of
Henry Street, who wish to subdivide
a property near the corner of Henry
Street and Westfield Avenue and con-
struct two new homes. Mr. Kraus
offered the board several different
options for subdividing the property,
with one encompassing fewer total
square feet and requiring no variances
and another being slightly larger in size
but needing a variance. The board in-

Colleen Mahr

Curriculum, Staffing Budget Reviewed
By S. Plains-Fanwood Bd. of Education

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education discussed the proposed
2004-2005 budget of $64,217,571 in
the first of two special budget review
meetings for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district held on Tues-
day night.

Business Administrator Anthony
Del Sordi and Assistant Superinten-
dent Dr. Margaret Hayes lead the
presentation to the board, and ex-
plained how the budget was divided.

A little under half of the budget is
designated for the category “Class-
room Instruction,” which includes,
but is not limited to, areas such as
classroom teacher salaries, textbooks
and special education tuition.

The other major component of the
budget is the category “Instructional
Support.” Administrators, guidance
and district assessments, mainte-
nance and transportation are some of
the areas that receive money under
this category of the budget.

Dr. Hayes delved deeper into the
spending allotted for textbooks and
curriculum development. There is
$187,422 currently distributed for text-
books in the 2004-2005 budget, of
which $91,000 has been designated for
new textbook adoptions.

Books such as informational lan-
guage arts texts for sixth graders, and
United States history and pre-algebra
math books for seventh graders, are
among the types of books planned to
be purchased.

Money has also been earmarked
for books for a proposed new as-
tronomy course that may be imple-
mented in the high school.

The remainder of the textbook
budget will be used to replace books,
as well as provide more books due to
increased enrollment throughout the
school district. The 2004-2005 text-
book portion of the budget is $42,767
less than last year’s textbook budget.

However, Dr. Hayes said, “We
could use more money for textbooks,”
when asked by the board if this

amount was sufficient.
He also thoroughly discussed the

$119,174 allotted to the budgets of
supervisors and the Assistant Super-
intendent for Curriculum and staff
development. In short, this money is
used for workshops and programs to
enhance the learning experience in
the classroom.

Dr. Hayes commended the district
for “engaging in conversations”
among administrators, staff and teach-
ers. Many of these programs are de-
signed to ensure that the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district falls within
the core content standards designated
by the state for each area of study.

Other budget expenses include
$1,159,005 for capital spending,
which is $6,370 less than last year,
and $2,607,469 for debt service,
which is $57,494 less than last year.

As for funding, the board antici-
pates receiving $890,626 from the
state and federal government, which is
$105,745 less than last year.

Union County-Sponsored Deer Hunt
To Begin on March 1 in Reservation

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

A Union County-sponsored deer hunt
will take place in the Watchung Reser-
vation next week, with the goal being to
reduce the herd there by 100 deer ,
leaving 20 per square mile.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
said at Tuesday evening’s township
council meeting that the hunt will
start on March 1 and could last as
long as five days, unless the 100 deer
are eliminated in a shorter time.
Shooting will take place only during
daylight hours, he said.

The mayor also said he expects to
meet with state and county officials
within the next week about the deer
problem on the south side of Scotch
Plains. A census of the deer popula-
tion in the Ashbrook Reservation
was recently done and Mayor Marks
said the meeting’s topic will be “to
assess the most appropriate way to
manage the deer if the census finds
more than 20 deer per square mile”
in the Ashbrook Reservation.

Residents and drivers have increas-
ingly complained about deer encroach-
ing on their properties, as well as  cross-
ing streets and causing car accidents.

Mayor Marks said there were 70
car accidents involving deer in south-
ern Scotch Plains in 2002.

In other business, the council for-
mally ended Scotch Plains’ partici-
pation in the Joint Transportation
Agency with Fanwood that had been
looking into setting up a jitney bus
service that would have ferried com-
muters in Scotch Plains and Fanwood
to the train station in Fanwood.

The governing body’s action came
in the wake of the decision by the
Fanwood Borough Council  earlier this
month not to go forward with the pro-
posed jitney bus service after hearing a
report that buses in similar ventures in
other towns were reported to be unreli-
able and that the overall profitability of
the project could not be guaranteed.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said the township’s leaf and gumball
pickup will likely start, weather per-
mitting, the week of April 5. Branches
and limbs will be collected during
the June cleanup.

Two ordinances were introduced
that will affect parking and driving
on Church Street near Park Middle
School, an area that has experienced
a good deal of traffic and student-

pedestrian congestion during pick-
up and drop-off hours on school days.

FW Political Lines Drawn Over
Budget Increase, Aid Application

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Political lines have been
drawn between the Republi-
can and Democrat members
of the Fanwood Borough
Council over the 2004 bud-
get. The budget was approved
in a 4-2 vote along party lines
on Monday night, and will
now be sent to Trenton along
with an application for ex-
traordinary aid. The proposed budget
totals approximately $6.8 million.

According to Republican Coun-
cilman Stuart Kline, this budget calls
for an 11 percent increase in the
amount that needs to be raised by
taxes. Mr.  Kline  maintained that in
2003, $3.8 million was raised by
taxes, but that  $4.27 million will
have to be raised by taxes in 2004
within the current budget.

“What we are trying
to do here is meet the
March 12 deadline,” for
applying for property
tax relief, said Demo-
crat Mayor Colleen
Mahr. “Everyone must
understand
that this is a
preliminary
budget to
meet that

deadline and is in no way
adopted.”

Councilman Kline said
that the 11 percent tax
increase approved is “ab-
solutely appalling.”

“I firmly believe this
council has an obligation
to present the best pos-
sible budget upon introduction. Yes,
we can tinker with it before final

passage, but I do not support making
wholesale revisions. That simply
means we haven’t done our job,”
Councilman Kline said.

“We are certifying this budget to be
true and accurate. But if it is still truly
a work-in-progress, then that is noth-

ing but a fiction, a charade.
In fact, the extraordinary
aid program prohibits a mu-
nicipality from making any
material increases or de-
creases to budgeted revenue
or appropriations after the
grants have been an-
nounced,” he added.

“This is a new process,
an open process, and it’s an
opportunity for Fanwood
that cannot be overlooked,”
Mayor Mahr told The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. “It

Approval on SP SID Delayed;
Dispute Township Payment

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Several last minute disputes de-
layed final action on Tuesday evening
by the Special Improvement District
(SID) steering committee in Scotch
Plains, and it’s hoped that the com-
mittee will agree next week to send
a final report of its findings and
recommendations to the Township
Council and also come to a consen-
sus on the composition of a SID’s
board of directors.

After answering several questions
and clarifying some outstanding con-
cerns by property and business own-
ers and residents, the steering com-

mittee appeared set to vote on ap-
proving its 24-page report and for-
warding it to the council, which will
have to enact an ordinance creating
the SID. But comments late in the
meeting by Councilwoman Nancy
Malool that she will ask the council to
contribute $2,000 per year for the
SID’s first five years brought protests
from several committee members who
said they had been under the impres-
sion that the council, in its 2004 mu-
nicipal budget, would be earmarking
$15,000 for the SID this year.

Calling Councilwoman Malool’s
$2,000 per year figure “a major
change,” committee member Barry

Gaunt asked, “Am I the only one that
this is coming as a surprise to?”

Mrs. Malool said she had never
promised a $15,000 township contri-
bution in the past, but told the com-
mittee on Tuesday that she would
request that higher figure during the
council’s next budget meeting, set
for Tuesday night. While reiterating
the entire council’s support for the
SID concept, she cautioned that, “I’m
only one member of five.”

With the question of the township’s
contribution unresolved, the vote on the
report was put off until the committee’s
next meeting next Tuesday.

Fred Rossi for The Times
PACKED HOUSE...Over 60 people attended a meeting on Thursday night to hear the proposal and have questions
answered regarding the proposed Special Improvement District in Scotch Plains.  A recommendation will be made to the
Township Council in the coming weeks.

Stuart Kline
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Put Your Tax Refund to Good Use
Did you recently receive an in-

come tax refund?  Here are some
suggestions for making the most
of it.

Pay off consumer debt.  This is
generally one of the best uses for
extra cash.  For example, if you
typically carry a credit card bal-
ance and pay 16% interest, you’ll
realize a 16% return if you pay off
that debt.  You probably won’t save
quite as much by paying off other
types of loans, but you should con-
sider that as well.

Contribute to an individual retire-
ment account (IRA).  A contribu-
tion to an IRA is a good idea whether
it’s tax-deductible or not because
IRA earnings grow tax-deferred.  If
you’re self-employed and show a
profit for the year, you can also
make a tax-deductible contribution
to a SEP, Keogh or the newer self
employed 401K plans.

Start or add to an education
fund.  Consider investing your ex-
tra money in stock or bond mu-
tual funds earmarked for your
child’s education.  The younger
your child, the more you might
want to tilt your college savings
toward stock mutual funds.  They

have performed better than bonds
over the long term.  We can help
you decide whether your educa-
tion fund should be held in your
name, your child’s name,  in a
trust or 529 plan.  We can also
make sure that you don’t get
snared by the “kiddie tax.”

Invest in yourself.  While plan-
ning for your family’s education,
don’t forget yourself.  Have you
put off training for new job re-
sponsibilities or a new career
because you couldn’t afford it?
Now that you have some extra
cash, spending it on yourself may
be the best investment of all.  You
also may be entitled to a tax de-
duction for education expenses
that are required by your em-
ployer or that improve the skills
required on your current job.

Don’t just spend a tax refund;
put it to work improving your finan-
cial well-being.

For more information, please
contact:

Sean M. Duffy, CPA
328 Park Avenue

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
908-490-1875.

E-mail: sduffycpa@erols.com

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
• Kyle Harvin, 27, of Westfield was

arrested on charges of eluding a police
officer and the unlawful taking of a
motor vehicle after a brief chase that
began on Palstead Avenue and ended
when the vehicle driven by the suspect
crashed into a house on Lamberts Mill
Road in Scotch Plains. No injuries were
reported.

A further check revealed Harvin was
wanted on outstanding contempt of
court warrants from Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Plainfield and Roselle. The
suspect was held on bail.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12
• Narda Rodrigez, 31, and John

Dominges, 21, both of Queens, N.Y.,
were arrested on Central Avenue and
charged with obstructing administration
of law. The pair was arrested after they

allegedly attempted to flee a police in-
vestigation into a possible shoplifting
incident at an East Broad Street clothing
store.

Rodrigez, additionally charged with
hindering apprehension and being a fu-
gitive of justice from Montgomery
County, Md., was sent to the Union
County Jail pending extradition.
Dominges was released on his own re-
cognizance.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14
• Coriline Villegas, 29, of Plainfield

was arrested in the 100 block of Central
Avenue and charged with shoplifting
$102 worth of cosmetics from a local
business. She was released on her own
recognizance.

• An unknown person broke an out-
door light fixture at a residence in the
800 block of Ramapo Way.

• A 17-year-old Westfield male was
arre• sted at Lenox Avenue and Elmer
Street and charged with possession of a
prohibited weapon, described by police
as a metallic knuckle knife. He was
subsequently released to the custody of
an aunt.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15
• Luke DiMatteo, 18, Joseph

Wisniewski, 18, and a 17-year-old male,
all from Westfield, were arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance, described by po-
lice as suspected cocaine. The juvenile
was also charged with possession of
drug paraphernalia.

The three were arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at Chestnut Street
and Lenox Avenue. DiMatteo and
Wisniewski were released on their own
recognizance, while the juvenile was
turned over to his mother.

• A Central Avenue business re-
ported the theft of approximately $92
in men’s cologne by two female sus-
pects. One of the suspects was de-
scribed as white, 35 to 38 years old,
five feet and five inches tall, with short
brown hair and weighing 170 pounds.
The other suspect was described as
black and six feet tall. They were not
apprehended.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
• A Fourth Avenue resident reported

the theft of two credit cards while she
was at a local house of worship. Both
credit card agencies reported significant
activity on the cards – totaling approxi-
mately $1,500.

Series of Topics Announced
For ‘Great Decisions’ Course
WESTFIELD — The discussion

course “Great Decisions” will begin
on Monday, March 1, at the Westfield
Adult School. Classes, which are open
to all, will be held on Mondays through
May 3, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at
Westfield High School. There will be
no classes on March 15 and April 5.

This year’s topics will include “The
Media and Foreign Policy,” “The
Philippines,” “Weapons of Mass
Destruction,” “U.S. and Europe,”
“Muslim Diversity,” “Latin

America,” “Middle Eastern Political
Reform” and “Public Diplomacy.”

A speaker or media presentation
will be followed by lively discus-
sion, concluding with balloting that
will be sent to the Foreign Policy
Association. Participants in this semi-
nar will join over 30,000 other Ameri-
cans nationwide who will be dis-
cussing these topics.

Registration for the full eight-week
course may be done online at
www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool or
in person on Monday. This course is
written by the Foreign Policy Asso-
ciation and is sponsored locally by
the League of Women Voters

Registration will be ongoing
throughout the eight weeks and a
course book will be provided for the
full session. The cost is $55.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
• A Farley Avenue resident reported that

her vehicle was stolen from her driveway.
The victim reported that between 3 and 5
p.m. someone removed the vehicle from
the driveway. No broken glass was ob-
served in the driveway.

• Rima Klodt, 53, of Piscataway was
arrested and charged with DWI after
being pulled over on Terrill Road for
driving erratic.

• A John Street resident reported that
her vehicle was vandalized while parked
on Clydesdale Road. The front driver’s
side window was broken. It appeared that
nothing was taken from inside the vehicle.

• A business located on Jerusalem Road
reported a theft from a vehicle that was
parked in the yard. Five chain saws were
reported missing from the storage area of
the pickup truck.

THURSDAY, FEBRUAURY 5
• A business located on Jerusalem

Road reported that a plow and a pump
were removed from the yard where the
items were kept.

SUNDAY, FEBRUAURY 8
• A Front Street resident reported that

his front license plate on his vehicle was
taken. The vehicle was parked on the street.

THURSDAY, FEBRUAURY 12
• John Pierre, 22, of Roselle was ar-

rested and charged with I.D. theft and
theft. The arrest stemmed from an investi-
gation conducted by Detective Donnelly.

FRIDAY, FEBRUAURY 13
• A Princeton Avenue resident re-

ported credit card fraud. The victim’s
credit card was used to make several
purchases without his permission.

• A Jerusalem Road resident reported
receiving harassing telephone calls. The
victim believes she knows who the calls
are coming from.

SATURDAY, FEBRUAURY 14
• A Winchester Drive resident reported

that sometime after 9 a.m. someone en-
tered their home and removed jewelry
from out of the master bedroom. A rear
door was found standing open when the
owner returned home.

SUNDAY, FEBRUAURY 15
• A Rahway Road resident reported

criminal mischief to his vehicle. At this
time it is undetermined whether there is
any damage to the vehicle.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Planning Bd.
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SP-F BOE

Stopping or standing would be pro-
hibited on the north side of Church
Street between Park Avenue and Forest
Road. Parking on the south side of
Church Street for the first 215 feet from
Park Avenue would be limited to two
hours from Monday through Saturday

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Deer Hunt to Begin
In Reservation  on March 1

between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. And U-turns
would be prohibited on Church Street
between Park Avenue to Forest Road.

A public hearing on the ordinances
will be held on Tuesday, March 9.

A hearing will also be held on March
9 on another ordinance that was intro-
duced on Tuesday that sets salary ranges
for several municipal employees.

A resolution was approved that ex-
empts from property taxation the 22-
acre property on Cooper Road known
as Ponderosa Farms, which was pur-
chased last year by Union County for
open space purposes. Given that the
property, which was owned by the
Sevell family, was classified as a work-
ing farm and, thus, had a low property
tax assessment, the tax revenue loss to
the township as a result of the exemp-
tion will not be significant.

At the start of its meeting, the coun-
cil honored Vincent Turturiello of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
for his achievements, including receiv-
ing the 2004 Master Music Teacher
Award from the New Jersey Music
Educators Association. Joanne Ryan,
who served for several years on the
Township Environmental Commission,
including two as Chairwoman, was
also honored for her years of service.

formed Mr. Kraus it would prefer the
option with the larger square footage
be pursued, and made some sugges-
tions regarding the exact situating of
the two proposed homes.

The board will formally consider the
application at a future date.

At the start of its meeting, Board Chair-
man Joseph Doyle welcomed the board’s
newest member, John Passuth, who be-
comes a Second Alternate. Michael
Michalisin will move up to First Alter-
nate, replacing Harriet Shafran, who now
becomes a full member of the board. She
will fill the un-expired term of Ken
Grabowski, who resigned from the board
due to health reasons.

would be irresponsible to do otherwise.”
According to Mayor Mahr, Fanwood

has a very good possibility of achieving
the relief — particularly with regards to
her contacts and the work that she has
done with the state agency up to this time.

Mayor Mahr cited a 22 percent in-
crease in the cost of insurance, which
represents an over $100,000 increase,
and a debt service increase of $120,000.

Further, it is now mandated that the
borough make pension contributions
in the amount of $75,000. These pay-
ments were previously being deferred
as they were over-funded, and munici-
palities were not required to pay into
them for the past couple of years.

Many of the cost increases faced by
Fanwood are mandated and “the table
was set on these cost increases when I
took office,” Mayor Mahr said.

Councilman Kline countered that,
“at the end of the previous Republican
administration, a new contract was
signed that changed the way sewage
flow was billed, saving $76,000. This
year’s budgeted local revenues in-
creased substantially over 2003, going
up from $358,000 to $381,000. In fact,
in 2003, we realized more than
$424,000 in cash, 18 percent above
anticipated revenue.”

According to Mayor Mahr, if the
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Fanwood Political Lines Drawn
Over Budget Increase and Aid

borough was not applying for aid, the
council would still be at the drawing
board. The council will “continue to
meet and work on the budget,” she said.

The increase “won’t be 11 percent,”
she told The Times. “The borough can’t
tolerate that.”

Councilman Kline said he would
support the application for extraordi-
nary aid if it was justified, but called
Mayor Mahr’s budget proposal “intel-
lectually dishonest.”

Councilman Kline also raised con-
cern that with applying for extraordi-
nary aid, Trenton would have control
over the budget.

“Our budgets always have the ability
to be scrutinized by Trenton,” Mayor
Mahr said.

Mayor Mahr told The Times that in
reviewing the towns that are receiving
extraordinary relief throughout the
state, there are many municipalities of
widely varying profiles. Fanwood is
particularly unique in that it has no
industrial or commercial base for prop-
erty taxes. And as such, the burden on
residential property tax is the highest
in the county, percentage wise.

Mayor Mahr said opponents are say-
ing that Fanwood would be the first in
the county to receive this extraordinary
aid, but added they only looked at the
towns in the county that operate on a
calendar year basis and not those that
operate on a fiscal year. As such they
are not aware that Rahway, Hillside,
Roselle and Plainfield are receiving
extraordinary aid, she stated.

Former Mayor Louis Jung told The
Times, “Incredibly, the Democrats have
introduced a budget with more than an 11
percent tax increase. Last fall, Mayor
Mahr and her runningmates, Donna Dolce
and Jack Molenaar, ran on a platform of
‘cutting, lowering and controlling’ prop-
erty taxes. They have already broken that
promise to Fanwoodians. Their only an-
swer they gave last night to lowering the
increase was to depend upon a $300,000
Extraordinary Aid request to Trenton.
Even if all these problematic monies are
received, the Fanwood tax increase would
still be higher than the average of the last
four years.”

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
Choye said that Governor James
McGreevey is setting aside additional
funds in the state budget that could
potentially be awarded to the district
through various types of “performance
awards” denoting such aspects as high
achievements and high enrollment.

“I fight for everything I can get for
our kids,” she said.

The board will hold another spe-
cial budget review meeting on Tues-
day, March 2, to discuss class sizes,
staffing and any other final questions
that may arise about the 2004-2005
budget.

Mr. Gaunt said that the municipal
contribution “speaks to commitment”
to the SID on the council’s part. How-
ever, Seth Grossman, the consultant
assisting the steering committee,
warned that the SID’s budget “should
not be made on the basis of what the
municipality or any other private entity
will provide.”

There was also some discussion of
how the SID’s board of directors will
be composed. Mr. Grossman provided
one proposal calling for a 15-member
board, with 12 elected members repre-
senting property owners, commercial
tenants and residents. There would
also be three directors selected by
virtue of their position, including a
council member, the head of the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA) and the head of the
local historical society.

Committee member Seymour Stein
objected to this type of setup, espe-
cially the three selected directors, be-
cause, he said, “they don’t have a vested
interest in downtown Scotch Plains.”

It’s expected that new proposals will
be discussed next week and that an
agreement can be reached on the make-
up of the SID’s board.

Tuesday’s meeting came five days
after a community meeting at Scotch
Hills Country Club attended by more
than 60 business and property owners,
during which Mr. Grossman and mem-
bers of the committee explained what a
SID is and how it operates, what the
benefits might be, the goals and geo-
graphical boundaries of the proposed
SID in Scotch Plains, and how the
$78,350 budget for the SID’s first year
would be spent.

Mr. Grossman listed several areas
in which the SID would concentrate
its efforts. The SID would be man-
aged by a nonprofit corporation that
would hire a professional manager at
a proposed salary of about $50,000.
The SID would be involved, at the
outset, primarily in promoting down-
town Scotch Plains, with $10,000 of
the budget earmarked for this pur-
pose. It would be involved in identi-
fying areas in need of improvement
and better maintenance, such as en-
hanced street lighting and signage
and making the downtown more pe-
destrian-friendly.

Another major task of the down-
town manager would be business re-
cruitment and retention. Another
$12,000 of the initial budget would
be spent hiring someone to seek out
and apply for state, county and fed-
eral grants.

As was agreed upon by the steering
committee two days before the com-
munity meeting, the budget will be
funded via a six-tiered flat rate for-
mula, in which properties valued up to
$100,000 would pay $250; properties
between $101,000 and $200,000
would pay $550; those valued between
$201,000 and $300,000 would pay
$800; properties between $301,000
and $750,000 would pay $1,250; those
valued between $751,000 and $2 mil-
lion would pay $1,500, and properties
valued above $2 million would pay
$2,000.

The boundaries of the SID, as pre-
sented last Thursday night at the meet-
ing at Scotch Hills Country Club, will
include Park Avenue from Route 22 to
the Fanwood border, East Second
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Approval of SP SID Delayed;
Dispute Over Town Payment

Street, Front Street, Terrill Road be-
tween East Second and Front Streets,
Westfield Avenue between Park Av-
enue and Union Avenue and the blocks
of Bartle Avenue, Forest Road, Church
Street, Grand Street, Mountain Avenue
and Sunset Place adjacent to Park Av-
enue. Commercial properties on Front
Street and Terrill Road will not be
assessed in the SID’s first year of exist-
ence. Residential properties will be
exempt annually.

After Mr. Grossman’s opening pre-
sentation, business and property own-
ers spent about two hours offering
comments and asking questions of the
10-member steering committee, which
is chaired by Steve Goldberg, Presi-
dent of the SPBPA, and which also
includes Jim Watson, Irene Schmidt,
Michael Locascio, Councilwoman
Malool, Mr. Stein, Towannia Hawk,
Bruce Yakre, Richard Bousquet and
Mr. Gaunt.

The general tone of the comments
offered publicly by the dozen or so
who spoke reflected varying degrees
of skepticism, with Steve Olsen, the
owner of Little Shop of Comics on
Park Avenue, worrying that a down-
town manager might recruit large fran-
chise or chain store outlets, resulting
in “the little independents getting
knocked out.”

Mr. Goldberg agreed, telling Mr.
Olsen that “we don’t want that either.”

Mr. Grossman said he felt that
“Scotch Plains’ niche is having spe-
cialized stores.”

Ray Pardon, owner of Nuts ‘N
Plenty and a former President of the
SPBPA, wondered if a SID would
benefit small business owners as
much as it would benefit landlords,
realtors and residents.

He also said it was wrong that
resident property owners were not
being asked to contribute to the SID
budget “because they benefit.” He
estimated that a $1 per month, or $12
per year, assessment on all 7,000-
odd properties in Scotch Plains would
yield an annual operating budget com-
parable to the $78,000 budget the
steering committee proposed.

Councilwoman Malool countered by
saying that if residents were taxed an
additional amount, “it would be the
town council controlling the money,”
thus bringing excessive political ma-
neuvering and wrangling into a pro-
cess that is designed to minimize po-
litical interference. “A SID takes the
politics out of running the downtown,”
she said.

Several others wondered how much
change a SID could actually effect.

Tony Dombrowski, an East Second
Street property owner, criticized the
council, saying the local government
“doesn’t follow up on what they de-
cide.”

Ben Scheer, another property owner,
noting that only $28,000 of the first
year budget would remain after sub-
tracting the manager’s $50,000 sal-
ary, wondered “how you can signifi-
cantly change anything with that
amount.”

Al DePace, noting the nearby shop-
ping malls, wondered how small busi-
nesses in Scotch Plains will survive.

Mr. Locascio, of the steering com-
mittee, told the gathering that “if we do
nothing, we’re assured of one thing:
it’s going to get worse.”

Maura Daly Honored
By College of Nursing

SCOTCH PLAINS – The College
of Nursing at Rutgers, The State Uni-
versity of New Jersey, in New Brunswick
has revealed that Scotch Plains resident
Maura Daly has been placed on the
Dean’s List for the fall 2003 semester.
She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
William Daly of Scotch Plains. She is a
sophomore in the College of Nursing.
She graduated from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School in 2002.

Rensselaer Dean’s List
Includes SP Students

SCOTCH PLAINS – Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute in Troy, N.Y. has
announced that Scotch Plains residents
Monica Anderson, Brendan Bergen and
Matthew McNally and Fanwood resident
Eric Pratt were named to the fall 2003
semester Dean’s List.

A senior, Monica is majoring in inter-
disciplinary science/psychology, while
Eric, a sophomore, is majoring in com-
puter science. Both juniors, Brendan is
focusing his studies in information tech-
nology, while Matthew is pursuing a psy-
chology major.

Fred Rossi for The Times
SPEAKING HIS MIND...A Scotch Plains business owner raised questions
and concerns at the Special Improvement District meeting on Thursday
night at the Scotch Hills Country Club.

“Creating Financial Solutions for Seniors in Transition”
This program is designed to help families that have to make
quick decisions regarding care for their loved ones. The first
20 participants will be entitled to a FREE consultation with
the specialist! Learn how to:

• Sell a house in “As-Is” condition in as little as 15 days.
• Prepare a house for sale by having someone else clean

and repair it.
• Establish Guardianship, Power of Attorney, and Executor

services for your loved one. 

“My Feet Are Killing Me!”
This exciting program is designed to teach people about proper
foot care and proper footwear. The presentation includes a
complimentary foot screening that will identify your particular
foot shape and problem. Who we can help:

• Those interested in preventative maintenance.
• People over the age of forty since feet tend to collapse

with age.
• The majority of the population that experience some type

of foot problem.
• People who have received a specific treatment plan from

their doctor. 

This free program is sponsored by Brighton Gardens
of Mountainside, a Sunrise Senior Living Community.
Brighton Gardens offers Assisted Living and a
Reminiscence Neighborhood, which focuses on
residents memory impairment. 

“Creating Financial Solution
for Seniors in Transition”

by Tom Hollerbach,
Golden Years Real Estate & Services

Date Saturday, February 28, 2004
Time 11:00am

“My Feet Are Killing Me!”
by Lise Krieger,

Owner, Foot Solutions

Date Wednesday, March 10, 2004
Time 6:30pm

Place Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
1350 Route 22 West,
Mountainside, NJ 07902

RSVP to 908-654-4460
Light refreshments will be served

Open to the public—
all seniors and caregivers welcome

Free Educational Seminars
for Seniors, Families and Professionals

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

ABOUT THE EVENTS
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Stender, Green Announce
$123,500 in Library Grants

DO IT YOURSELF…Junior Girl Scout Troop 547 of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
recently visited Home Owners Heaven on Route 22 in North Plainfield to earn
their “Do-It-Yourself” badge. Joe DeTommaso, Vice President of Home Own-
ers Heaven, took the girls on a tour of the store and warehouse. Pictured above,
from the left, are: Joe DeTommaso with Jenny Palumbo, Marianna Caruso-
Gilbert, Priyanka Kamath, Nicole Danik, Joanna Carroll, Lauren Buckley, and
Samantha Bush. Christine Murphy also attended.

FANWOOD – Assemblywoman
Linda Stender and Assemblyman
Jerry Green have announced mul-
tiple state grants totaling $123,500
for library improvements through-
out the 22nd legislative district.
These funds are part of the New
Jersey Department of Community
Affairs Statewide Livable Commu-
nities Local Library Aid Program.

Municipalities receiving state
grants include the Borough of
Fanwood, the City of Rahway and
the City of Plainfield.

“Public libraries provide an op-
portunity for every resident to ac-
cess quality resources and infor-
mation,” said Assemblywoman
Stender. “Assemblyman Green and
I are dedicated to maintaining this
vital service.”

Specifically, Fanwood will re-
ceive funding to upgrade their com-
puter systems and for the purchas-
ing of furniture, display units and
AV shelving. The City of Rahway
will receive funds for asbestos re-
moval, lighting improvements, car-
peting upgrades, a public address
system and a computer system. The
City of Plainfield’s funding will be
used for the purchasing of network
printers, a smart board for the com-
puter lab, new computers and digi-
tal Microfilm equipment.

“I am happy that Assembly-

Freeholder Lewis Mingo
Will Not Seek Re-Election

COUNTY – Union County Free-
holder Lewis Mingo, Jr. announced
today that he would not seek re-election
to his third term on the Board of Chosen
Freeholders. He cited his desire to pur-
sue personal and family goals and his
wish to allow Plainfield leadership op-
portunity to put forward a member of its
own team on the freeholder board.

Freeholder Mingo, a retired execu-
tive with NYNEX and a long time
resident of Plainfield, said he owes it to
his constituents to finish his term, which
expires on December 31. He was first
appointed to the board in January 1998.

“I have been blessed to serve the
residents of one of the most innovative,
progressive, well-run counties in the
state of New Jersey. Although being a
Freeholder is a part-time position, I
chose to serve on a full-time basis,”
Freeholder Mingo said. “I am also very
proud of the fact that seniors and youths
viewed me as an advocate for their
causes.”

Union County Democratic Chairman
Charlotte Defilippo stated that Free-
holder Mingo has been an effective and
conscientious freeholder who governs
with both discipline and compassion.

“As part of his legacy to the Free-
holder Board, Lew was a contributor to
one of the longest periods of economic
prosperity and stability in government,”
Ms. DeFilippo said. “As Chairman of
the Freeholder Board in 2002, his initia-
tive truly touched the lives of Union
County residents throughout. We com-
mend him for a job well done. Lew was
a perennial figure in every community
and he will certainly be missed by all.”

Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada
praised Freeholder Mingo for his full-
time effort in working as a freeholder
and as an advocate for county govern-
ment on the many boards he served on.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon, who
served as chairwomen of the board in
2003, paid tribute to Mingo during her
reorganization speech in January 2003,
when she recognized him for his “out-
standing leadership” as the board’s pre-
vious chairman in 2002.

“A decorated combat veteran,
Freeholder Mingo brought due dili-
gence and an inspirational spirit to
every task he undertook,” Freeholder
Scanlon said.

Libertarians Launch
Kick-Off Campaign
ROSELLE PARK – The newly

launched Union County chapter
of the Libertarian Party of New
Jersey will hold its inaugural meet-
ing Saturday, February 28, at
Domani’s restaurant.

The meeting will kick off at 6
p.m. Current members and non-
members interested in libertari-
anism are welcome to attend. The
meeting will include discussion
about the upcoming state and na-
tional conventions, as well as elec-
toral strategies and policy initia-
tives for 2004.

Domani’s is located at 230
Westfield Avenue in Roselle Park.
For more information or to RSVP,
please contact Dave Aguilar, (908)
353-0079.

Westfield Old Guard
Announces Meetings
WESTFIELD – Robert

Laughlin, special agent for the FBI
and former resident of Westfield,
spoke to the Old Guard about the
role of the FBI today. As crime has
changed, the bureau has changed
to keep abreast of developments
throughout the world where the
United States is affected.

Agent Laughlin was dispatched
to Iraq at the end of the fighting to
help in the recovery of the looted
treasures from the museum.

The Old Guard, a social organi-
zation of retired men, meets every
Thursday morning at the Westfield
YMCA on Clark Street from 9:30
to 11:30 a.m. Come for coffee at
9:30, the business meeting at 10
and the speaker presentation at
10:30.

Thursday, February 26, the
speaker will be Michael Yesenko
who will talk on the Battle at Con-
necticut Farms. This Revolution-
ary battle took place in the back-
yard of the area.

Next month, the annual St.
Patrick’s Day luncheon will be
held on Thursday, March 18 — the
day everyone is Irish.

For information about the Old
Guard and activities, call Mike
Gadol at (908) 232-6222 or Roy
Bowman at (908) 276-2599.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

woman Stender and I have been
able to support the libraries in our
communities,” said Assemblyman
Green. “I think that the library is of
great value to every citizen.”

Linden Man Sentenced
After Scamming Elderly

AREA – A 35-year-old Linden
man stood in an Elizabeth courtroom
and was sentenced to a probationary
term with full restitution for master-
minding two home repair scams that
netted him thousands of dollars from
an elderly Cranford widow and a
Westfield senior citizen.

Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow said Scott Stetson of
Roselle Street was sentenced to 200
hours of community service, three
years of probation with a credit for his
jail time and an order to repay the
balance of $32,000 based on his guilty
pleas to two counts of third degree
theft by deception before Superior
Court Judge John Malone.

The prosecutor said an investiga-
tion by Detective Christopher Gulbin
of the Special Prosecutors Unit led to
the cases against Stetson and his
arrest last September 4.

“Not long after the first case was
disclosed to the public when he was
first caught in September 2002, an-
other senior citizen came forward

with information that she had been
victimized by Mr. Stetson and we
quickly had evidence of the second
crime,” said Mr. Romankow. “He
took advantage of these trusting eld-
erly victims who sought help.”

The defendant, after his series of
admissions in October turned over a
$27,000 restitution check that will
be paid to an 83-year-old Westfield
women who was victimized during a
series of home “repairs” during the
year 2000. The defendant received
26 checks totaling almost $50,000
during May and June of that year for
problems a home repair experts later
determined were non-existent.

Assistant Prosecutor Ann Luvera,
supervisor of the Special Prosecu-
tions Unit, said the crime was a per-
fect example of elderly abuse. She
said he already has paid $3,000 to-
ward the $10,000 he took from an
85-year-old widow in Cranford,
claiming he was going to fix a squir-
rel problem at her home in January
and March of 2001.

Westfield Is Semifinalist
In Main Street Award Pool

WASHINGTON, DC — The 2004
Great American Main Street Awards
(GAMSA) semifinalists have been
selected from a nationwide pool of
applicants and now move to the final
round for consideration.

A national jury composed of
former award winners, and repre-
sentatives from government, foun-
dations, and journalism that are ac-
tive in community economic devel-
opment and historic preservation,
will evaluate the semifinalists and
select five winners.

The GAMSA Awards recognize
exceptional accomplishments in re-
vitalizing America’s historic and older
main street commercial districts and
will be presented by the National
Trust for Historic Preservation at the
opening session of the National Main
Streets Conference in Albuquerque,
New Mexico on May 10.

“These semifinalists have all
worked very hard to bring about
profound, positive transformation in
their communities. They are inspira-
tions to communities throughout the
country,” said Kennedy Smith, Di-
rector of National Trust’s National
Main Street Center. “True revital-
ization happens incrementally and
is sustained over a long period of
time, with small improvements lead-
ing to bigger ones.”

The 2004 Great American Main
Street Awards semifinalists are:
Asheville, North Carolina; Burlington,
Iowa; Emporia, Kansas; Encinitas,
California; Panama City, Florida; Paso
Robles, California; Perry, Oklahoma;

Rogers, Arkansas; Washington Gate-
way in Boston Massachusetts; West
72nd in New York City, New York, and
Westfield, New Jersey.

The winners will receive a $2,500
cash prize to further its revitalization
efforts, a bronze plaque commemo-
rating its award, road signs and a
certificate.

Established in 1980, the National
Trust’s National Main Street Center
helps communities of all sizes revi-
talize their older and historic com-
mercial districts. Active in over 1,700
downtowns and urban neighbor-
hoods, the Main Street program has
generated more than $16.1 billion in
new investment. Participating com-
munities have created 226,000 net
new jobs, 56,300 net new businesses,
and rehabilitated more than 88,700
buildings, leveraging an average of
$39.93 in new investment for every
dollar spent on main street district
revitalization efforts.

The National Trust for Historic
Preservation is a private, nonprofit
membership organization dedicated
to protecting the irreplaceable. Re-
cipient of the Humanities medal, the
National Trust provides leadership,
education and advocacy to save
America’s diverse historic places and
revitalizes communities. Its Wash-
ington, DC headquarters staff, six
regional offices and 25 historic sites
work with the Trust’s 200,000 mem-
bers and thousands of local commu-
nity groups in all 50 states.

For more information, please visit
www.nationaltrust.org.
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333 South Ave. East

Westfield, New Jersey 07090

908-232-8700

Hours:

Mon. - Thur. 9 a.m. -9 p.m.

Fri. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Sunday - 12 noon - 7 p.m.

25% DISCOUNT
on any Case of Wine!

Super Savings! 
Discount valid when presented with this coupon only.

Clip it for the discount!
25% discount off a case of wine. Sale items can be combined for quantity discount, but no further discount will apply to sale items. Discount is not valid on 3L, 4L or 5L. 1 case = 12 btls. 750ml or 6 btls.

1.5L Discount does not apply to items in this ad. Discount Valid 2-26-2004 through 3-3-2004.

N e x t  t o  t h e  B a g e l  C h a t e a u . . .
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Spring is Just Around the

Corner Wine Sale!
T&C offers over 15,000 square feet of Wine, Spirits, Beer,

Cheeses, Gift Baskets, Gourmet Delicacies and much more…

HUGE SPRING SAVINGS!

Official Sweepstakes
In Home Wine & Cheese Tasting

Official Rules: * You must provide a valid e-mail address to enter.

You must be 21 years of age to enter. No purchase necessary, enter as often as you like. Entries must be submitted in person at our Westield location; 333 South Ave. East, Westfield New Jersey, 07090.

Entries must be submitted between 2-26-2004 and 3-26-2004 at 3:00 p.m. Winner will be announced at 12:00 p.m. on 3-27-2004 at our Westield location; 333 South Ave. East, Westfield New Jersey, 07090.

908-232-8700. Winner has 10 days to claim the Sweepstakes prize. Prize is not transferable or redeemable for cash value. TOWN & COUNTRY affiliates, family members or relatives are not eligible to enter.

This promotion is paid for entirely by Bevmar Management LLC. Potential winner will be required to execute a release of liability statement upon claim of Sweepstakes prize. Sweepstakes prize is for one (1)

“In Home Wine Tasting” for ten (10) persons( 21 years or age); included is wine, cheese, stemware and party host.

Enter for your chance to win a

In Home Wine & Cheese Tasting
Invite 10 guests for a party to remember!

No purchase necessary, see Official Rules* for details

ENTER TODAY!

Drawing March 27th at 12 noon!
TOWN &COUNTRY is conducting a free raffle for our customers.

Win a wine tasting for you and 10 of your friends in the comfort of your

own home.  We provide the wine, cheese, stemware and the wine and

cheese experts! Win a wonderful Springtime Party!

TOWN & COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

Your Resource for Exceptional  Living
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Selling Soda and Junk Food in Our
Public Schools Should Not Occur

The number of children and adolescents consid-
ered to be overweight has grown at an alarming
rate in recent years. While there a variety of
reasons for this increase, one factor is the amount
of so-called junk food available to kids in grocery
stores, convenience stores, drug stores, at home
and, almost inexplicably, in schools. That’s why
we applaud Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-
22) for sponsoring legislation to prohibit the sale
of junk foods and sodas in elementary and middle
schools during breakfast and lunch periods.

Vending contracts with soda and candy compa-
nies are an easy way for school districts to raise a
few extra bucks, but at what cost? The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention says the number
of children and adolescents considered to be over-
weight or obese has doubled in the past 30 years,
with 10 to 15 percent of those currently in these
age ranges deemed to be overweight. These are
scary statistics.

Mrs. Stender’s bill calls for the sale of any soft
drink or juice drink containing less than 10 per-
cent fruit or vegetable juice to be prohibited. The
sale of any candy, candy bar, chewing gum or food
consisting of more than 35 percent sugar or sweet-
ener or more than eight grams of fat per serving
would also be prohibited.

However, why should this stop at the elemen-
tary and middle school levels? Why not continue
to encourage good nutrition at the high school
level?

There are undoubtedly a number of reasons that
a child or adolescent may have weight problems
— genetics, unusual stress, emotional problems,

lack of physical activity, a poor diet in general —
but our public schools should not be seen as a
contributing factor to this problem. Any income
received from vending machines in school build-
ings is greatly outweighed by the negative effects
of what those machines are selling. Overweight
and unhealthy kids often become overweight adults
at greater risk of cardiovascular disease, diabetes
and other preventable ailments.

Is there any valid reason why schools should
make soda, candy and gum available to students?
Schools shouldn’t be in the business of selling
junk food to students.

This legislation alone will not help the overall
obesity problem. Children will still be permitted
to carry candy, snack food and soft drinks to
school. The real changes and education on healthy
eating habits need to start at home.

Several other states have already passed similar
legislation and others are gearing up to do the
same. Let’s hope New Jersey soon becomes part of
this healthy effort.

Of course, much of our legislation imposes restric-
tions on what society can’t do. Along with this,
considerable controversy exists as to what should be
done instead – particularly with regards to proper
diet. We hope that these bills from states restricting
sales of junk food and soda can also include guide-
lines as to what is recommended in the schools for
our children.

What are good things – fruit, juices, milk and
cookies? Perhaps a reasonable list could be put
together to guide parents and school systems. Any-
thing is probably better than what’s going on now.

It’s Time to Survey Pothole
Damage and Set Repair Priorities

After a two-week respite from sub-freezing tem-
peratures, our area got another blast from Old
Man Winter earlier this week as temperatures
dipped into the teens. Going outdoors again be-
came something to be endured instead of enjoyed.
And if the fresh cold snap that followed a few
weeks of bearable weather didn’t affect you, surely
your cars have been feeling the effects of this
awful winter.

Needless to say, many of our local roads have been
badly battered by the winter weather. Freezing tem-
peratures cause the pavement to contract. Then snow
and ice pile on the road surface and as they melt, the
road surface expands in warmer temperatures, al-
lowing water to seep into the cracks — thus opening
up larger cracks and, eventually, potholes of every
shape and size.

Older people sometime say they can feel every
creak and groan in their body as they go about their
day, and the same is probably true if you drive an
older automobile or truck. Every divot in the road
gives your vehicle another kick, rattles the frame,
throws the tires further out of alignment and makes
driving feel like one is navigating the lunar land-
scape.

It’s nature’s own traffic calming device to go along
with our manmade bump outs and speed humps.

Granted, the dead of winter isn’t the time to do
anything about the most urgently needed road re-
pairs. But once the weather begins to warm up for
good in the next few weeks, we’ll be counting on our
local, county and state public works and roads
departments to survey local streets to see which ones
are in need of attention. Several streets in the vicinity
of downtown Westfield, Mountain Avenue at the
entrance to Route 22 in Mountainside and Bonnie
Burn Road leading to Route 22 in Scotch Plains are
just a few that spring to mind.

If you have a special problem on one of your
streets, let your local authorities and public works
department know about it. It may help their survey
effort and assist them in setting priorities.

Wholesale repaving projects for this year have
pretty much been already set, so many streets with
potholes and open seams will not get a complete
paving. But even a few shovels full of road patch this
spring will make the current bumpy ride through the
area a bit more bearable. Any of us who drive can
surely tick off at least a handful of streets that have
been torn up from the cold and snowy winter weather.
Once temperatures start heading back up, we’ll be
looking for our local governments to take a look for
themselves. We’ll all be thankful, and our cars will
also be grateful.

Fanwoodian Questions Removal
Of Indian/Raider Logo at SPFHS

Writer Thinks Stewart Trial Wastes
Tidy Sum of Taxpayers Money

Ratner Has No Rapport
With Republican

Rhetoric and Record
At the outset, I’d like to thank George

Tomkin for his touching concern for my
emotional health. However, after care-
fully considering his well-meaning sug-
gestion that I seek anger management
counseling, I’ve concluded that his pre-
scription, like George W. Bush’s toxic
prescription for America, just won’t work.

You see, the anger that I and so many
other Americans experience daily is
hardly likely to be assuaged by Republi-
can psychobabble. It’s frankly difficult
to imagine how any thinking American
can stomach the Administration’s pa-
thetic attempts to portray its filthy fabric
of failure, falsehoods, fanaticism, fan-
tasy and fiscal fiasco as something even
remotely resembling patriotism. While
mumbling the comforting rhetoric of
security, Bush, through his actions, has
made it depressingly clear that his com-
prehension of national security is no
stronger than was his Vietnam era mili-
tary commitment.

The sad fact is that Bush has consis-
tently failed to act in the best interests of
the security of this nation and its citizens.
The overthrow of Saddam Hussein, for
example, was a great accomplishment.
Yet, instead of basing its arguments for
war on the moral imperative to rid the
world of psychotic monsters, the admin-
istration resorted to a litany of lies to gain
public support. In the meantime, Osama
remains a free mass murderer and we
have done nothing to disarm North Korea’s
unbalanced leader or the Pakistani “ally”
whose regime has exported nuclear weap-
ons technology to our enemies.

Don’t get me wrong. My contempt for
Bush, his right-wing handlers and his ex-
tremist minions does not extend to all
Republicans. There are many patriotic and
decent Republicans who, like John
McCain, are capable of waging the war on
terrorism with honor, intellect, leadership
and a fundamental understanding of and
respect for basic constitutional principles.

Unfortunately, George W. Bush is not
among them. Since his party, in failing
to replace its candidate, has opted for
four more years of mediocrity and com-
pound stupidity, we have only one ratio-
nal alternative – to send Bush to join the
unemployment lines that have so typi-
fied his pseudo-Presidency.

That event – and only that event – will
cure the righteous anger of the people of
the United States of America.

Robert Ratner
Westfield

Resident Questions
Boundaries of SID

My wife and I live on 13 Malanga
Court in Scotch Plains, which is in be-
tween East Second Street and Front
Street. I understand that the SID plans to
cover all of Front Street and East Second
Street down to Terrill Road. Is there any
chance that they could use eminent do-
main to “force” the residents on Front
Street (which is primarily residential
except for both ends near Park Avenue
and Terrill Road) to move so they could
build up the town center of Scotch Plains?

We weren’t available yesterday to go
to the meeting. I have not seen anything
in the paper yet about how far down
Front Street they plan to go (East Second
Street is already primarily businesses).
Do you know anything more, or who I or
any of the people who live on or near
Front Street might contact to get more
specific information? Any information
you can give us would be greatly appre-
ciated.

Ronald Kaufman
Scotch Plains

Councilwoman Malool Responds
To Kaufman Letter Regarding SID

Editor’s Note: Councilwoman
Malool’s letter is in response to a letter
by Ronald Kaufman, which can be found
below. They also discussed the matter by
telephone.

I appreciate the extensive coverage in
The Times about the investigation into a
Special Improvement District (SID) in
Scotch Plains. The SID Steering Com-
mittee held an informational session on
Thursday and, understandably, many
residents, and business/property owners
had questions. All of these questions
will be answered over the next several
weeks, through both the media and indi-
vidual contact with the concerned par-
ties. Today, however, I would like to
address Mr. Kaufman’s letter that ap-
pears in this issue.

Mr. Kaufman asks whether the SID
could use eminent domain to “force” the
residents of East Second and Front Streets
to move in order to build up the business
district. I assured Mr. Kaufman and want
to reiterate here that the SID does not
have powers of eminent domain and
cannot condemn property. Only the
Township Council has that authority,
and we have no intention of utilizing it to
displace any resident or business in the
potential SID. In fact, there has never
been any discussion about condemna-
tion of any property in the SID area.

I want to make this clear: we are
trying to work with the assets that we
already have and make them better; we
are not attempting to reinvent the down-

town. As this process moves forward,
the members of the steering committee
and I will continue to keep the public
informed and, as always, welcome input
from the community.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool
Scotch Plains

This continues a series of articles
featuring the 22 community service
agencies that are part of the United
Fund of Westfield. The 22 agencies
reflect the needs of today’s society.
Those who seek help are provided
with people-oriented services that are
partially funded through contribu-
tions to the United Fund of Westfield.

For 50 years, Visiting Health Ser-
vices of Union County has provided
services to the elderly and disabled
to help them remain in their own
home and in their own community,
avoiding institutionalization.

Certified home health aides from
VHS help clients with the activities
of daily living and personal care as-
sistance, while providing support and
companionship. The aide is also able
to help with laundry, do local food
shopping and provide light house-
keeping services.

Each client’s needs are assessed
by a nurse supervisor. The nurse su-
pervisor develops a Plan of Care with
the client. The nurse continues to be
a strong link to the client, supervis-
ing the home health aide and revising
the plan on a regular basis, if needed.

Actual Case Histories from Visit-
ing Health Services:

Ms. “L” was diagnosed with mul-
tiple sclerosis in 1992. A vibrant
young woman and single mother to a
six-year-old child, Ms. “L” is now
wheelchair bound and requires assis-
tance with personal care and activi-
ties of daily living. She is dependent
on others to maintain a safe and
healthy living environment for her-
self and her child.

Ms “L” had been receiving home
health aide services under Medicaid’s
Personal Care Assistance Program,
until her health care was changed to
a Medicaid HMO in 2003. At that
time, she was informed that the HMO
did not cover her long-term home
care needs and that her home health
aide coverage was terminated. Ms.
“L” is on a fixed income and could
not afford to pay for private services.

As a client of VHS since 2002, Ms.
“L” was able to receive continued
services as a result of funding re-
ceived from the United Way of
Westfield. VHS provided 10 hours

The Needs of Today’s Society:
Visiting Health Services

per week to assist Ms. “L” with her
personal care needs, shopping, laun-
dry and light housekeeping.

Without this home care assistance,
Ms. “L” would not have been able to
function safely in her home or to
maintain a healthy and safe living
environment for her child. Ms. “L” is
very grateful that the United Fund of
Westfield was able to help her in her
time of need.

Another case history involves Mrs.
“B,” who is 86 years old and essen-
tially homebound. She suffers from
heart disease and arthritis, which
limit her mobility and her ability to
maintain her care needs indepen-
dently. Her family is supportive, but
they are gone most of the day at their
places of work.

Several months after VHS began
providing services, her husband died.
In addition to her other medical prob-
lems, Mrs. “B” became depressed.
More services were needed follow-
ing her husband’s death, but Mrs.
“B” is on a fixed income and was not
able to afford this.

The support of the United Fund of
Westfield provided the extra hours
of care needed by Mrs. “B.” The
certified home health aide assisted
Mrs. “B” with her personal care and
activities of daily living. In addition,
the comfort of the supportive home
health aide eased the loneliness and
feeling of isolation following the
death of her long-term spouse.

Mrs. “B” is now much improved,
close to her formerly cheery self.
She looks forward to seeing her cer-
tified home health aide. She is thrilled
that she was able to stay in her own
environment and thankful to the
United Fund of Westfield for the sup-
port.

Visiting Health Services of Union
County, Inc. is one of 22 agencies
supported by the United Fund of
Westfield. For more information
about how to support these local ser-
vice organizations, please call Linda
Maggio, Executive Director of the
United Fund of Westfield, at (908)
233-2113. For information about the
services provided by the Visiting
Health Services of Union County,
Inc., please call (908) 233-3113.

The prosecution’s reliance on testi-
mony from a government forensic ink
expert was a surprising twist in the Martha
Stewart trial and shows the prosecution
has been reduced to scraping the bottom
of the barrel.

Those who work professionally with
handwritten documents are well-versed
concerning paper, watermarks, inks,
handwriting and so forth. Log
marginalia by Stewart’s broker Peter
Bacanovic may well have been made
in a different ink, but there is abso-
lutely no way to ascertain exactly when
such later entries were made. Even
Larry Stewart, the ink expert for the
prosecution, admitted as much under
cross-examination. So why, then, did

the prosecution waste time and money
with the ink issue? To confuse the
jury?

I suspect the Martha Stewart trial is no
more than bread and circuses served up
by the government to an unsuspecting
citizenry. Our elected officials and bu-
reaucrats squander far too many hard-
earned taxpayer dollars when they mount
nonsensical witch-hunts of this kind. It
was sobering to find that none of the
government officials I questioned had
any specifics as to how much such exer-
cises set back the taxpayer — though
everyone readily opined it must be a tidy
sum.

Ferdinand Gajewski
Westfield

As a stakeholder in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school system (graduate, resi-
dent and taxpayer), I read with some
interest the letters by Mr. Libera and Ms.
Nelson regarding Native American sym-
bolism. As noted in an earlier letter, I
have no vested interest per se in either
the Indian Head logo or its association
with the term “Raider” (indeed, if
memory serves, the latter was the out-
growth of an original association with a
WWII destroyer). I take great exception
to the rationale driving the move to
eliminate the logo, and the means em-
ployed. Some random points:

1)If the true issue is diminishment of
a child’s educational experience, why
phase out the logo to the detriment of
current students? If the impact of the
logo is truly as pernicious as implied,
why not expunge it now? Surely money
should not be an issue in addressing a

truly serious concern.
2) Ms. Nelson references Mr. Libera’s

“direction” in this initiative. Yet, unless
it is implicit, nowhere in Mr. Libera’s
letter do I see the phrase “do this or else.”
If there was an implicit threat in Mr.
Libera’s letter, far rather would I have
that explicitly and honestly addressed
by the BOE than have what should be a
local decision justified by platitudes
about reflections of community virtue or
far worse in my eyes the imposition of an
external agenda not seriously questioned
on the face.

3) To the notion that this is a justifi-
able -let alone good- idea because 600+
institutions have done it, I offer a truism
I have heard and no doubt will use my-
self: “If everyone jumped the Brooklyn
Bridge would you do it too?”

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

Letters to the Editor

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Atrabilious – A hypochondriac
2. Supawn – Boiled corn meal; mush
3. Scorse – To trade or barter
4. Vrille – In aviation, a spinning nose

dive

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SCRAY
1. Toss; hurl
2. To skin or scale, as with fish
3. To crumble; scatter
4. The sea swallow

WACHNA
1. The little Alaskan cod
2. A large dolphin of the North Atlan-

tic having few teeth
3. A disorderly, unkempt, rough per-

son
4. A tanner of pelts or animal skins

PSELLISM
1. Any speech defect, as stammering
2. Responding slowly to an external

stimulus
3. Faulty secretion by the sebaceous

glands
4. A hissing or whistling sound

JAVEL
1. A sword swallower
2. A vagabond or lowly person
3. A jewler’s gouging tool for work-

ing in a depression, as in engraving
metal

4. Idle babble or chat

More Letters on
Pages 5 and 16

Westfielders Pay Tribute
To Gary Greenstein

Of Roy Electric
I first met Gary of Roy Electric seven

years ago while researching historical
lighting for my Victorian home. In Gary
I found a knowledgeable salesman who
instantly made me feel comfortable. I
found a man not only passionate for
historical lighting but for his family and
life in general. Joyful and generous-
Gary loved his store and he loved his
customers. He made us all feel like we
were his favorites. Generous to a fault- I
found myself having to pay him in “gifts”
because he would not take my money for
what he called “favors.” Gary was a
devoted family man. Each time I stopped
in to shop or chat with him at the store-
all he would ever talk about was his
family. He adored them. I used to tease
him and ask why did he bother to post “
business hours” on his door (he never
kept to them) I suggested a sign saying “
Open whenever I feel like it.” He laughed
and explained to me- when he wasn’t at
the store- it was because he was with his
family. They meant the world to him.
They came first.

Gary loved candles- there was always
one burning on his desk in the store. The
last “gift” I bought for him was a candle
named “passion.”

Thank you Gary for the passion you
brought to Westfield and to us historical
lighting junkies, you will never be for-
gotten.

Karen and John O’Leary
Westfield
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MARDI GRAS MADNESS...The mayor joined in the fun at Franklin Elemen-
tary School’s annual parent/teacher social and fundraiser with a Mardi Gras
theme. The event took place on Saturday, February 21, at Temple Emamu-El
in Westfield with profits going towards the renovation of the Franklin School
gymnasium. Pictured, left to right, are: David LaVelle, Co-chair Joan Glenn,
Mayor Gregory McDermott, Co-chair Val Catanzaro, First Ward Councilman
Peter Echausse, Greg McIntyre, Co-chair Anna Githens and Frank Arena.

James Foerst Calls for Republican
Appointment to Freeholder Board

Student Suggests Representation
In the Paper for His Age Group

As a Terrill Middle School sixth grade
student and a reader of your newspaper,
I would like to offer a suggestion that
would add one more age group to your
readers. I think my idea would be an
improvement to The Times, and every-
thing has room for improvement, even
your marvelous newspaper. I think it
would work if you put a movie review a
week written by a kid. This way, chil-
dren can read the reviews in language at
their level and a point of view from their
own age. I have been thinking that even
a full middle school page would entice
more kids to read. This would be a great
addition to the newspaper.

If you consider this idea, you may
have younger readers growing to be older
readers. Parents would tell their kids to
read this section, and kids would feel
like they are in a literature group. To
expand this idea further, the review could
have a page surrounding it, called “For
Kids by Kids,” with a crossword puzzle
and comic, and maybe and editorial or
sports article. I would also be happy to
write one or two of these weekly reviews
or editorials. I have written before, cov-

ering a fourth grade soccer team for the
Suburban News. You can give kids some-
thing to look forward to every single
week. The first two issues you can put a
little blurb on the front page telling
young readers to look for this new sec-
tion. Adults will like it too because they
will like that children are picking up
something and reading it.

Thank you for taking time out of your
busy schedule to read this letter. I’m
hoping you will consider my idea and
agree that it has value to your newspa-
per. I will continue to read The Times,
and could possibly be a writer.

I wish you luck in continuing the
writing of your exceptional newspaper.

Adam Offitzer
Scotch Plains

On March 1, New Jersey State Senator
Nicolas Scutari will step down as Union
County Freeholder. This will put the Union
County Democratic Committee’s politi-
cal machine in play to select a replace-
ment to fill the seat. All seats on the
current Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders are presently filled by Demo-
crats. As the Democratic Committee be-
gins the process of replacing the Senator
from Linden, I hope they will consider an
alternative to their past practices...and
appoint a Republican.

As a resident of Westfield, in the last
two years I have seen my county taxes
(which make up for approximately 20
percent of my tax bill) increase by approxi-
mately 7 percent – which is more than
double the rate of inflation. Also, in the last
two years, the Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has voted twice, following the general
election in November, to increase salaries
for themselves and their Democratic cro-
nies retroactively to the previous January.

This past year, the Union County
Democrats broke their promise to the
citizens of Union County by voting to
reactivate the Staten Island and Rahway
Valley Railroad. The railroad traverses
Roselle, Roselle Park, Cranford,

Kenilworth, Union, Springfield and Sum-
mit and adversely affects the health,
safety and quality of life of every resi-
dent of Union County.

Worst of all, debate on this issues has
been aggressively stifled by the Demo-
crats in power.

The point is that the Democrats who
control Union County have a record of
broken promises and have proven they
cannot be trusted. Therefore, as a con-
stituent and citizen, I am asking that the
Union County Democrats show me and
my neighbors around the County that
they have nothing to hide.

Appoint a Republican to the Board of
Chosen Freeholders and prove that in
fact they are working for the greater
good of the county.

As the phrase goes, “absolute power
corrupts absolutely” and unfortunately the
taxpayers of Union County are the ones
suffering the most. Whatever the decision
of the Elizabeth power brokers, keep a
watchful eye on their antics and remember
their history come the November elections.

James Foerst
Fourth Ward Councilman

Westfield

SP Resident, Business Owner
Encourages Open Mind to SID

Having just left the Community Meet-
ing presented by the Special Improvement
District Steering Committee Thursday
evening, I feel compelled to write. After
the presentation by professional consult-
ant the meeting was opened up for ques-
tions from the public. The audience was
made up of both property and business
owners. My husband and I are both. We
have lived in Scotch Plains for almost 30
years, raised our family here, and now own
a small business located on Park Avenue.

There were many concerns voiced from
people wondering what SID could do for
them personally. They wondered why
they should invest in a plan which might
not meet their individual needs. Most
concerns were valid and were certainly
heartfelt from those voicing them. I do
not wish to denigrate those concerns. I
would just like to offer the following:

For many years, Scotch Plains has tried
idea after idea to improve our downtown
district. There has been improvement,
but we have never realized our potential

MS Resident Announces Start
Of the Dawn Foundation for Kids

to become a strong district. Giving SID a
try can only give us the opportunity to do
that. Having a manager to advocate for us
offers the possibility for real change.
Working, as a team with a manager lead-
ing us is a possible way for us to find the
answer we have so long sought. If we are
willing to open our minds to this possibil-
ity for at least one year, we will either
rejoice in our decision or, at the least, say
that we tried.

This new concept may offer the op-
portunity for a revitalization and excite-
ment within our community. We need to
look beyond our personal gain to see that
whatever benefits our town will, in the
end, benefit each one of us.

Thank you to the steering committee
for all the months of work it took to bring
us this concept. I encourage everyone to
attend upcoming meetings to be a part of
the development of this idea and what it
could mean to Scotch Plains.

Susan Saunders
Scotch Plains

On January 20 the Borough of
Mountainside was dealt a monumental
loss with the death of Dawn Caisulli.
Dawn was the pillar of her family and a
pillar of the community. Beside those
great assets, she was a good friend and her
death has left us numb. Her artistic talent
touched so many people in so many ways.
From the stage decorations at Deerfield,
Governor Livingston and Community
Presbyterian School, to the ad journal
books and countless hours back stage
with costumes and wardrobe. In our eyes
Dawn will always be numero uno!

Though her loss has affected us all, we
aim to keep Dawn’s spirit and talent
alive with the creation of The Dawn

Foundation…For Kids!
This foundation, only in its infant

stage at the present date and time, will
not only keep Dawn’s memory vivid and
alive but it will create and immortalize
her enormous talent and her enormous
love for children, the arts, music and
education. I, along with a multitude of
other people will miss Dawn tremen-
dously but through The Dawn
Foundation…For Kids, she will remain
center stage for eternity. God bless you
Dawn for the joy, laughter and love that
we experienced in just knowing you!

Gary Whyte
Mountainside

More Letters on
Page 16

It’s All On The Net At

goleader.com
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Miller-Cory Sets New Date
For ‘Snowflake Sunday’

WESTFIELD – “Snowflake Sun-
day for Children,” which was can-
celled in January due to heavy snow,
has been rescheduled for this Sun-
day, February 29, from 2 to 4 p.m.
at the Miller-Cory House Museum,
located at 614 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.

This program will include snow-
flake science, storytelling, two
crafts for children to make, plus
some light refreshments. The fee is
$3 per child and adults may attend
for free.

The Miller-Cory House Museum

is staffed by costumed, volunteer
docents who explain about life in
Colonial New Jersey. Visitors are
also invited to stop by the museum’s
gift shop.

The museum will be open again
on Sunday, March 7, for its annual
“Maple Sugaring Day.” Open-
hearth cooking demonstrations also
will resume in the Frazee Building
on the grounds.

For information about the mu-
seum, its calendar of events or vol-
unteer opportunities, please call the
museum office at (908) 232-1776.

Miss Sara J. Goldstein
To Marry Owen J. Evans

MR. AND MRS. NEIL F. SCHEMBRE
(She is the former Miss Marcie Tauber)

Miss Marcie Tauber, the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Tauber of
Sparta, was married on Sunday, No-
vember 9, to Neil Fleming Schembre
of Millington. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Joseph Schembre of Westfield.

The afternoon ceremony took place
at the Lake Mohawk Country Club in
Sparta, where the reception was held
as well. Officiating at the nuptials
was the Reverend Nancy Weber, an
interfaith minister.

Given in marriage by her father,
the bride was attended by her sister,
Mrs. Stacey Meisel, and by Miss
Megan Schembre, the sister of the
bridegroom.

Serving as attendants for the bride-
groom were his brother, Dr. Drew
Schembre, and James Roberts. Miss
Shayna Meisel and Michael Meisel,
the niece and nephew of the bride,
were junior attendants.

The bride is a graduate of
Livingston High School and the
School of Visual Arts in New York
City, where she received both her
bachelor’s and Master of Fine Arts
degrees.

She also holds a master’s degree in
special education from William
Paterson College and is employed by
The Children’s Center for Therapy

and Learning in Cedar Grove.
The bridegroom graduated from

Westfield High School in 1978 and
also from Gettysburg College. He
received a Master of Business Ad-
ministration degree from Rutgers
University. A Certified Public Ac-
countant, he operates his own tax
accounting firm in Fanwood.

A bridal shower was given by co-
workers and friends of the bride.

The rehearsal dinner was hosted
by the parents of the bridegroom at
Francesca’s Restaurant in Sparta.

Following a wedding trip to Aruba,
the couple resides in Millington.

Mr. and Mrs. Ira Goldstein of
Potomac, Md. have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Miss
Sara Jill Goldstein, to Owen John
Evans. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
J. Kenneth Evans of Westfield.

The bride-to-be is a graduate of
Winston Churchill High School and
Washington University in St. Louis,
where she majored in psychology
and minored in business and English
literature.

She is employed by the Lahey
Clinic hospital in Burlington, Mass.
as a communications consultant.

The future bridegroom is a gradu-
ate of Westfield High School and
Cornell University, where he earned
his undergraduate and master’s de-
grees in chemical engineering.

He works as a project engineer
with Malcolm Pirnie, Inc., an envi-
ronmental engineering consultancy
in Wakefield, Mass.

An October wedding will be cel-
ebrated in Washington, D.C.

Miss Sara J. Goldstein and Owen J. Evans

AARP Meeting to Feature
Talk on Bone Ache Relief

WESTFIELD — Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
hold its next meeting on Monday,
March 1, in the Assembly Hall of
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at East Broad
Street and Mountain Avenue. Ample
parking is available.

The social period with refreshments
will begin at 1 p.m., followed by a
brief business meeting at 1:30 p.m.
Afterward, guest speaker Charles T.
Filippone, a licensed physical thera-
pist and orthopedic certified special-
ist in Westfield, will present a pro-
gram entitled “Learning to Aid and
Comfort Those Aching Bones.”

He will discuss physical therapy,
osteoporosis, sports medicine, ar-
thritic conditions and appropriate
exercises for the older person.

Members are asked to donate
canned and boxed grocery items to
benefit those in need. Additionally,
Madeline Roeben, Chairwoman of
the Knitting Group, needs all types
of yarn, in any color, for knitting and

crocheting items for patients at
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County and for young babies.
Patterns are available if needed.

Three multi-night trips have been
scheduled. A three-day, two-night
trip for “Tea in the Tulip Garden” in
Cape May will take place April 28 to
30. The cost is $305 for double and
triple occupancy and $370 for single
accommodations.

A seven-day, six-night trip is
planned May 16 to 22 to Georgia and
its exotic off-shore islands of San
Simeon and Jekyll Island. Double
and triple occupancies are $463.
Single accommodations are $613.

Finally, a five-day, four-night Ca-
nadian trip is planned for June 14 to
18, featuring Niagara Falls, the Sen-
eca Nation Casino, Imax Movie, Casa
Loma and an all-day tour of Toronto,
among other activities. Rates are
$450 for double and triple accom-
modations, and $549 for singles.

Full details are available by call-
ing Trips and Tours Chairwoman
Marie Stauder at (908) 889-6769.

Fanwood GOP Meeting
Scheduled for March 1
FANWOOD – The next Fanwood

Republican Club meeting will be
held on Monday, March 1, at 7:30
p.m. at the Fanwood Train Station at
North and Martine Avenues.

Mayor Steve Lonegan of Bogota
will be the guest speaker. He is head-
ing up the statewide movement to
end spiraling government spending
that is driving up property taxes.

Anyone interested in joining the
club may call  Tom Drubulis at (908)
568-0362.

Spring Set to ‘Arrive’
At Local Thrift Shop
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fanwood-

Scotch Plains Thrift Shop will open its
doors on Tuesday, March 9, at 10 a.m.
with “new” merchandise, including
spring outfits for men, women and
children.

A winter bag sale will precede the
spring opening, from Saturday, Febru-
ary 28, through Saturday, March 6.
Bags will start at $5.

The shop is open from 10 a.m. until
2 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday, and
10 a.m. until 1 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day. Donations are accepted during
shop hours. All proceeds from the shop
benefit local charities. For additional
information, please call the store at
(908) 322-5420.

Historical Society to Learn
About Newark’s Golden Age
WESTFIELD – Author-historian

Jean-Rae Turner will tell of Newark’s
Golden Age as she presents historic
postcard images of Newark at the
First Wednesday Luncheon of the
Westfield Historical Society at noon
on March 3 at B.G. Fields Restau-
rant, located at 560 Springfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Ms. Turner has presented several
talks at the Society’s luncheons con-
cerning Union County and its history.
She is secretary of the Union County
Historical Society and is the author
and co-author of several pictorial his-
tory books about Union County and
its early historic cities –
Elizabethtown, Newark and Hillside.

Her latest published book, “Eliza-
beth: First Capital of New Jersey,”
was again co-authored with Richard
Koles, a former president of the Union
County Historical Society. Ms.

Turner and Mr. Koles are both Life
Members in the New Jersey Press
Photographers Association and have
also been honored by Elizabeth Plan
for their work in that city in relating
to the city’s history.

Ms. Turner holds two degrees as a
history major, a bachelor of science
from Trenton State College and a
master of arts from Teachers Col-
lege, Columbia University. She also
attended Columbia’s Journalism
School, Kean University and the New
School for Social Research. She was
a reporter for The Elizabeth Journal
and wrote an historical column for
The Citizen in Hillide for 10 years.

Regular luncheon attendees will be
contacted by a phone committee of
the Society to verify their reserva-
tions. Space permitting, others may
attend by calling (908) 233-2930 by
noon on Monday, March 1.

Westfield Parishes to Devote
Weekend to HIV/AIDS

WESTFIELD – The AIDS Support
Ministry of the Catholic Church of
the Holy Trinity will join with the
AIDS Ministry of the Parish Commu-
nity of St. Helen, both in Westfield,
during the weekend of March 5 to 8 to
focus prayerfully and thoughtfully on
HIV/AIDS.

“The Stations of the Cross of a
Person With AIDS” will take place on
Friday, March 5, at 7:30 p.m. at St.
Helen’s Church, located at Rahway
Avenue and Lamberts Mill Road.

On Monday, March 8, an AIDS
Compassion Prayer Service will be
held at 7:30 p.m. at the Holy Trinity

Church, located at First Street and
Westfield Avenue.

Sister Mindy McDonald, an AIDS
certified Registered Nurse and a Sis-
ter of St. Joseph of Peace, will be the
guest speaker. She has been an AIDS
nurse in New York City since 1985.

From Friday through Monday, both
parishes will have on display sections
of the AIDS Memorial Quilt for prayer-
ful reflection.

All are welcome to attend. There
will be time for socializing and shar-
ing after the prayer service. For fur-
ther information, please call Anita
Dazzo at (908) 233-8710.

Miss Marcie Tauber
Weds Neil F. Schembre
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The Sound of the ‘Pipes’ Is Reminder
Of Both Darkness and Redemption

 By REV. DONALD K. HUMMEL

One of my duties as a chaplain
serving several law enforcement agen-
cies and fire departments is that I am
often invited to pray at various cer-
emonial occasions, some joyous, some
sad, but each one very important to the
participants in uniform who serve the
community in “Public Safety.”

Usually at some dramatic moment,
the bagpipes are called upon to solem-
nize the event…so much so that we
almost instinctively listen for the “pipes”
to make the occasion complete.

Now…answer honestly…do you
like bagpipe music? Does your spirit
soar — or do you cringe — when you
hear the distinctive skirling sound?

And what song do you most often
associate with bagpipes? Probably
“Amazing Grace.” Does it jar your
sensibilities that such a message of
hope and redemption is consigned to
that unique cacophony? (How “sweet”
the sound, you’ve got to be kidding!)
Or are you enmeshed in a warm blan-
ket of blessed assurance and peace?
(Ahhhh…the pipes!!!)

It has been my experience that the
“pipes” evoke equally strong reac-
tions on both sides of the issue.  Few
people feel blasé about this instru-
ment (of torture or edification).

Consider the matter of justice and
grace while conjuring the pipe tunes in
the background of your imagination.

There is a story told of a person who
had a radical change of life after many
early years of riotous and dissolute
living and who served the community
afterward, reaching out generously to
the destitute and needy after the “con-
version experience.”

After 20 years as an outstanding
and respected citizen, the person dies
and appears before St. Peter. The rules
for admission to heaven are laid
out…“You need 2000 points to get
in.” After cataloging the entire life
story – with particular emphasis on
the conversion and the resultant 20
years of selfless service – an appar-
ently impressed St. Peter says, “Good,
that’s worth three points!” “In that
case,” the applicant said, “only the
grace of God will get me in!” “That’s
right,” came Peter’s retort. “That’s
worth 1,997 points. Come right in!”

If we truly got what we deserved at
our final accounting, we would all be
in trouble. Doomed. But when we ac-
knowledge our shortcomings, the
many, many times we’ve fallen short of
the mark, the many times through ego,
fear, greed, jealousy and a plethora of

other similar behavior motivators that
we put something or someone in the
place that can only belong to God (how-
ever you know and name your “higher
power”), and turn around and do the
Right thing, not the convenient, easy,
popular, trendy, expected-so-you’ll-be-
accepted thing you, too, may earn those
three points that will be enough – with
God’s grace – to get you “in,” too.

Now about those pipes…think of
the drones that produce the underly-
ing sound so characteristic, that som-
ber, dark, smoky, dissonant voice as
those transgressions, those “fallings
short,” those lost, degrading, life-chok-
ing behaviors that probably are writ-
ten in many of the chapters of your life
story. They produce the backdrop for
the melody that the chanter carries.

It’s the grace built on the nature of
our need for help and salvation – for
the grace worth 1,997 points – that
can be the destiny for us all. All we
have to do is to try to convert our lives
to service, selflessness and compas-
sion, and then acknowledge that the
rest is only possible with the grace of
God. And that, my friends, is truly
Amazing!

Together – the drones and chanter,
the dark and light sides, the undertone
and the soaring melody – it actually
does make a strangely honest, sweet
sound that reverberates through my life
and soul. And can through yours, too.

So what are you doing to “earn”
your three points? Do you really want
“justice” or is “mercy” going to be the
measure? Can you reach down and
give of your soul-substance and not
expect a return?

Listen to the pipes again, you might
just hear them a little differently.
They’re playing a song for you of
Grace and of Home. A place where all
is in harmony and peace. For all, for
you. It truly is Amazing!

By the way, in case you haven’t
already guessed, I’m one of those
who love the “pipes.” I’ve heard the
sweet sound. I’ve been lost and now
have been found. I believe I have been
touched by Grace and it has made all
the difference.

Listen, be present to the God who
wants to be present to you in every-
thing you do so your life will make a
difference, too. It truly is Amazing!

* * * * * * *
Reverend Hummel serves as Pastor

of St. Bartholomew the Apostle Ro-
man Catholic Church, located at 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Youth to Hold 30-Hour Fast
To Combat World Hunger

WESTFIELD – More than 200
young people from local congrega-
tions plan to raise awareness and money
to help millions of starving children as
part of the annual World Vision 30-
Hour Famine.

The Reverend Jeremy Montgomery,
Minister of Local Outreach at the First
Baptist Church of Westfield and the
event’s local coordinator, has gathered
together seven participating congrega-
tions.

Besides First Baptist, they include
the First Congregational, First United
Methodist, Redeemer Lutheran and St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic churches in
Westfield, the Garwood Presbyterian
Church and the Community Presbyte-
rian Church of Mountainside.

The youth have been seeking spon-
sors, collecting donations and
fundraising, with a goal of raising at least
$360, enough for World Vision to feed
and care for a hungry child for a year.

Participants will start out together
tomorrow, Friday, February 27, at 7:30
p.m. with a rally at St. Helen’s Church,
featuring the Christian band “Ten
Shekel Shirt” in concert.

The event will continue at the First
Baptist Church, when the youth com-
mit to an all-night, 30-hour fast. Dur-
ing that time, they will also discover
world issues through games and inter-
active activities.

On Saturday, February 28, the youth
will volunteer with local charities such
as the Community Foodbank of New
Jersey in Hillside, sorting food items,
and the Newark Goodwill, doing a
painting project. The fast will conclude
at 5 p.m. on Saturday, with several
local clergy leading participants in an
ecumenical communion and a shared
meal at the First Baptist Church.

Other local church youth groups are
welcome to attend the 30-Hour Famine
Rally and concert on Friday night. Ad-
vanced ticket reservations are required.

Interested persons are asked to call
Reverend Montgomery at (908) 233-
2278 or email him at
jermo.monty@verizon.net with ticket
requests. A $5 donation is requested
for groups or individuals not already
participating in the 30-Hour Famine.
All proceeds benefit world hunger ef-
forts of World Vision.

Other individuals may donate to this
effort by calling Reverend Montgom-
ery or visiting www.30hourfamine.org.
Donations may also be made by call-
ing (800) 7-FAMINE.

Founded in 1950, World Vision is a
Christian humanitarian organization
serving poor children and families in
nearly 100 countries. Funds from the
30-Hour Famine support long-term
development projects and also provide
emergency hunger relief.

Rabbi to Lead Discussion
On The Passion March 7

WESTFIELD — Rabbi Eugene
Korn will discuss the film The
Passion of The Christ, produced by
Mel Gibson, on Sunday, March 7,
at 7 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield.

In response to the controversy
surrounding it, Rabbi Korn con-
vened a panel of Christian and
Jewish scholars to study the movie
in April of 2003.

He will share what he learned
from this panel and his communi-
cation with the Vatican and other
American Catholic Church au-

thorities regarding “the historical
inaccuracy of blaming the Jews
for the death of Jesus,” according
to an overview of the upcoming
program.

Rabbi Korn will address the cur-
rent wave of anti-Semitism in Eu-
rope and the Mideast. He will also
suggest strategies to counter anti-
Semitism that Jews fear could oc-
cur in response to the new movie.

Temple Emanu-El is located at
756 East Broad Street. For further
information, please call Carolyn
Shane at (908) 232-6770.

Public Invited to Share
Thoughts On Library
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library Board of Trust-
ees has invited members of the pub-
lic to come to the library on Satur-
day, March 6, between 9:30 a.m. and
noon for coffee and to hear what
people want and think about library
services and programs.

The input will be used to begin the
library’s long-range plan and mis-
sion process. Individuals are wel-
come to voice complaints or perhaps
share a positive experience from an-
other library they have visited.

The Scotch Plains Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For
further information or directions,
please call (908) 322-5007.

SOUPER EFFORT…The High School Youth Group of the Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Westfield organized a “Souper Bowl of Caring” collection on Super
Bowl Sunday, February 1.  The money they collected from the congregation was
matched by Thrivent Financial, a national fraternal organization for Lutherans,
and donated to the Starfish Food Pantry in Plainfield. Pictured are several of the
youths who participated in the effort.

Seminar to Address Decisions
For Seniors in Transition

MOUNTAINSIDE — A free semi-
nar on creating solutions for senior
citizens in transition will be offered
this Saturday, February 28, at 11
a.m. at Brighton Gardens of
Mountainside, located at 1350 Route
22, West.

This program is designed to help
families that have to make quick deci-
sions regarding care for their loved
ones. Tom Hollerbach, a real estate
investor with Golden Years Real Estate
and Services, will be the guest speaker.

Participants will learn how to sell
a house in “As-Is” condition in as
little as 15 days; prepare a house for
sale by having someone else clean
and repair it, and establish Guardian-
ship, Power of Attorney and Execu-
tor services for a loved one.

The first 20 participants will be
entitled to a free consultation with
the specialist. Space is limited. Re-
freshments will be provided. Reser-
vations are required and may be made
by calling (908) 654-4460.

This program is sponsored by

Brighton Gardens of Mountainside,
a Sunrise Senior Living Community.
Brighton Gardens offers Assisted
Living and a Reminiscence Neigh-
borhood, which focuses on residents
with memory impairment.

Meeting of Caregivers
Slated For Monday

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on
Monday, March 1, at 8 p.m. at the
Parish Center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church, located on Lam-
berts Mill Road in Westfield.

Meetings take place on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month.
These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information,
please call Marilyn Ryan at (908)
232-1867.

First Baptist Singles
List Meeting Dates

WESTFIELD — Widowed, di-
vorced or never-married individuals
over age 45 are invited to gather at
the First Baptist Church of Westfield
on Sundays, March 7, 14, 21 and 28
at 9 a.m. for coffee, cake and lively
discussions on single living.

Meetings take place in the lower
level meeting room at the church,
located at 170 Elm Street. A $2 dona-
tion is requested and all are welcome.

Winter movie nights, summer pic-
nics and holiday get-togethers are
also offered, among other activities.
For more information, please call
(908) 889-5265 or (908) 889-4751.

SP Library Friends Seek
Volunteers For Book Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends of
the Scotch Plains Public Library are
asking area residents to volunteer a
few hours to help with the group’s used
book sale, to be held March 18 to 20.

Volunteers are needed to help set
up for the sale between Monday,
March 15, and 3 p.m. on March 18
(evenings included). They are also
needed to assist with publicity, pro-
vide service during the sale and help
box the remainders.

The hours for the sale will be Thurs-
day, March 18, from 3 to 8 p.m.;
Friday, March 19, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., and Saturday, March 20, from

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Cleanup activities
will immediately follow the sale.

Interested individuals may sign up
at the Circulation Desk at the library,
where sign-up sheets are available,
or call the library at (908) 322-5007.
The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Don’t forget to ask about 
Valley’s Kids First Savings Club.SM

www.val leynat ionalbank.com   1-800-522-4100

Switching Banks.  Perfected.

© 2004 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. 

If I knew moving 
accounts could be this 

easy…I would have done 
it a long time ago. 

Valley’s Perfect Switchsm

The hassle-free way to move accounts to Valley.
Open a new checking, savings account or CD at 
Valley and we’ll make it easy to close and switch-
over your accounts. Unlike most banks, Valley’s 

team does all the work for you…and we monitor 
the entire process. Visit any of our offi ces…

or call 1-800-522-4100 to get started.
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– Obituaries –
DEATH NOTICE

Jean Pearsall Buck, 91, Former Model;
Enjoyed Family, Gardening and Travel

Caryl Cavanaugh Lewis, 79, Volunteer;
Former Westfield Real Estate Broker

Jean Pearsall Buck

Caryl Cavanaugh Lewis, 79, a resi-
dent of Westfield from 1962 to 1992,
died on January 7, 2004 in Arlington,
Va. of pneumonia.

Mrs. Lewis was the wife of the late
Joseph B. “J.B.” Lewis, who was an
executive with the B.F. Goodrich
Company.

Born in Chicago, Ill., Mrs. Lewis
attended the University of Illinois.
During World War II, she worked for
the Army Air Corps and then was a
flight attendant with Trans World
Airlines, later vividly recalling land-
ing in Washington, D.C. on the first
night the monuments were lit again
at the end of the war.

During her 30 years in Westfield,
Mrs. Lewis was an active real estate
broker and a perennial member of
the New Jersey Association of Real-
tors Million Dollar Club.

She was originally associated with
Elsie Betz Realtors followed by Alan
Johnston Realtors. Thereafter, she spent
many years with Barrett & Crain Real-
tors, where she was an Executive Vice
President and Relocation Director.

She specialized in handling relo-
cations for corporate personnel of
major corporations and in 1987 re-
ceived the National Relocation Award
for Outstanding Conversions from
Equitable Realty Network.

Mrs. Lewis was also active in
Westfield’s Newcomers Club and Pi
Beta Phi fraternity alumnae group. She
also volunteered for many years with
the Westfield Rescue Squad. After her
retirement in 1992, she and her husband
moved to South Bend, Ind., and then
later relocated to Arlington, Va.

Survivors include two children who
graduated from Westfield High
School: a son, Paul M. Lewis of
Arlington, Va., who is Counsel to the
Chairman, Committee on Standards
of Official Conduct, U.S. House of
Representatives, and a daughter,
Cathy A. Lewis of Arlington, Va.,
who is a partner in Washington, D.C.
with the law firm of Vinson & Elkins,
L.L.P., and three grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
held at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in
Alexandria, Va. on January 12, 2004.
Mrs. Lewis was buried at St. Mary’s
Cemetery in Alexandria. Arrange-
ments were handled by the Jefferson
Funeral Chapel, 5755 Castlewellan
Drive, Alexandria, Va. 22315.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Joseph B. Lewis Family
Scholarship, University of Notre
Dame, in care of Daniel Crossen,
Development Office, 1100 Grace
Hall, Notre Dame, Ind. 46556.

February 26, 2004

Jean Pearsall Buck, age 91, of
North Fayston, Vt., formerly of
Westfield, passed away peacefully
on February 15 surrounded by fam-
ily. She had recently moved to
Woodridge Nursing Home in Berlin,
Vt. after a two-year
battle with
Alzheimer’s disease.

She was born in
Westfield on De-
cember 2, 1912. Her
mother was Jessie
Davidson Pearsall
and her father was
Ferris Randolph
Pearsall, editor of
The Standard news-
paper of Westfield.

Jean Pearsall, a
shy and glamorous
young woman, was
a model at both
Bonwit Teller and
Bergdorf Goodman
before her marriage
to pilot Robert Buck. They wed on
February 21, 1938, and she became a
world traveler. In an era when hardly
anyone had been on an airplane, she
joined him first in national and then
in international travels. Paris was a
favored destination.

Her respectful, attractive manner
was befriending to all who met her.
Children especially were drawn to
her gentle, kind words. She devoted
her life to family and her passion for
gardening and conservation. Her
seemingly innocent manner hid a
tough woman who threw dirt,
chucked rocks and sowed seeds, all
in a manner that would exhaust and

pale a teenager.
Her home was replete with stun-

ning gardens and plants, the result of
her extensive self-studies and obser-
vations from visits to and investiga-
tions of many European and eastern

gardens during her
wide travels.

In her youth, she
marched in the first
NRA (National Re-
covery Act, a pro-
gram of President
Roosevelt) parade in
New York City, and
on another occasion
walked across the
George Washington
Bridge on its open-
ing day.

She is survived by
her husband, a
daughter, Ferris
Buck Urbanowski
of North Fayston,
and son, Robert O.

Buck of Waterbury Center, Vt., as
well as three grandchildren and one
great-granddaughter, five step-
grandchildren and one step-great-
grandson.

Services are private and will be
held in the spring, among the host of
daffodils she planted around her home
in North Fayston.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Mad River Valley
Health Center Capital Campaign,
P.O. Box 990, Waitsfield, Vt. 05673,
or to Central Vermont Home Health
and Hospice, 600 Granger Road,
Barre, Vt. 05641.

February 26, 2004

•

Frances E. Stefiuk
Frances Elizabeth VanHirtum

Stefiuk died on Thursday, February
19, at Arbor Glen Nursing Home in
Bridgewater.

Born in Newark, she moved to
Westfield in 1958. She resided there
until relocating to Bridgewater in
2001.

Surviving are her husband, Stephen
Stefiuk; three sons, Stephen Stefiuk,
Jr. of Miami, Fla., Jack Stefiuk of
Basking Ridge and George Stefiuk
of Atlantic Highlands; a daughter,
Jane Archambault of Readington
Township; two brothers, George
Cannan of Oceangate and Tom
Cannan of Pawkatuck, Conn.; 14
grandchildren and a great-grand-
daughter.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, February 23, at the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield. Entombment followed
at Somerset Hills Memorial Park in
Basking Ridge.

February 26, 2004

DEATH NOTICE
Jeanne Smith, 86, Day Care Volunteer;

Was a Former Resident of Westfield

Jeanne Evans Smith

Jeanne Evans Smith, 86, died
peacefully on Thursday, February
19, at her residence at the Four Sea-
sons, an assisted living facility at
White Horse Village in Newtown
Square, Pa.

Born Jeanne Lillian
Evans in Pittsburgh,
Pa., she was the wife of
the late Philip Waddell
Smith. She and her
husband were residents
of Westfield from 1951
to 1991. They lived at
310 North Euclid Av-
enue and then at 7
Karen Terrace in
Westfield.

She worked as a vol-
unteer at the Westfield Day Care
Center and was a Brownie leader.
Jeanne also enjoyed golf and bridge
with her husband and their friends.

Jeanne and her husband were mem-
bers of The Presbyterian Church in

Westfield for more than 50 years and
were members of the Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield.

She is survived by two daughters,
Santita Ogren of Tulsa, Okla. and

Susan Gallant of San
Diego, Calif.; a grand-
son, Robert Gray of
Canandaigua, N.Y.; a
g r a n d d a u g h t e r ,
Jeanne Richards of
Silver Spring, Md.,
and two great-grand-
sons, Robert Philip
“Philo” Gray and
Charles Daniel
“Charlie” Gray.

A memorial service
was held on Saturday,

February 21, at White Horse Village.
Interment took place at the Revolu-
tionary Cemetery, located across
from The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

February 26, 2004

DEATH NOTICE
Paul M. McLarty, Sr., 93, Was Athlete;
Worked in Textiles and Life Insurance

Paul Marvin McLarty, Sr., age 93,
passed away on Saturday, February
21, 2004 in Fort Myers, Fla. Born on
March 29, 1910, he was raised in
Atlanta, Ga. and attended Boys’ High
School, where he excelled academi-
cally and in sports.

In 1927, he set the Georgia State
High School record in the one-mile
run, which was not broken until 1937.
After graduation from Boys’ High, he
attended Georgia Tech, receiving his
degree in Textile Engineering in 1932.

Mr. McLarty began his career in
textiles in Thomaston, Ga., where he
met and married Marie Garrett, who
preceded him in death in December
2003. He was active in the First
United Methodist Church in
Thomaston, where he served as trea-
surer, high school Sunday school
class teacher and was active in vari-
ous civic organizations.

In 1950, he returned to Atlanta to
begin his second career in life insur-
ance with New York Life Insurance
Company. In Atlanta, he and his wife
continued their civic and church ac-
tivities, becoming charter members
of the Northside United Methodist
Church. In 1953, his career took him
to New York and then to New Jersey
in 1956.

After retiring from New York Life
in 1974, he became active in the Sons
of the American Revolution and in
various Scottish heritage organiza-
tions. In 1991, the McLartys moved
to Fort Myers, Fla. and spent sum-
mers in Highlands, N.C., where they
were members of the Highlands
United Methodist Church and sang
in the church choir.

Paul is remembered for his good
sense of humor and his talents as a
good public speaker by his friends
and family, a sister, Mildred M. White
of Atlanta; a son, Paul M. McLarty,
Jr. and his wife, Ruth B. McLarty, of
Atlanta, and daughters Merryl M.
Hagan and her husband, Sam Hagan,
of Fort Myers, Fla. and Martha M.
Bonnefond and her husband, Bob
Bonnefond, of Severn, Md. He is
also survived by four grandchildren,
Tim McLarty and his wife, Jana, of

Rockville Centre, N.Y., Cari M.
Johnson and her husband, Paul, of
Duluth, Ga., Sam Hagan, 4th and his
wife, Helen, of Fort Myers, Fla., and
Jon Hagan and his wife, Tiffany, of
Fort Myers, Fla., and eight great-
grandchildren, Holly, Sarah, Sophie
and Harper Hagan of Fort Myers,
Fla., Jack and Max McLarty of
Rockville Centre, N.Y., and Garrett
and Bradley Johnson of Duluth, Ga.

A graveside service will be con-
ducted by Mr. McLarty’s nephew,
the Reverend Robert Borom, in At-
lanta, Ga. at noon tomorrow, Friday,
February 27, 2004, with interment to
follow at Westview Cemetery.

Arrangements are by the Harvey-
Engelhardt-Metz Funeral Home in
Fort Myers, Fla.

Memorials may be made to the
First United Methodist Church of
Fort Myers, Fla., 2466 First Street,
Fort Myers, Fla. 33901, or to the
Highlands United Methodist Church,
P.O. Box 1959, Highlands, N.C.,
28741.

February 26, 2004

John J. Byrne, 81, Was CSH Volunteer;
Active in Church, Scouts, Old Guard

John J. Byrne, 81, of Fanwood
died on Thursday, February 19, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in East Orange, he lived in
Fanwood for 51 years.

Mr. Byrne had been employed by
the Atlantic Mutual Insurance Com-
pany in Madison for 33 years before
retiring in 1984 as Assistant Vice-
President.

He was a member of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains, where he
was an usher, a member of the Holy
Name Society and volunteered with
the homeless shelter program.

He also was a member of the Knights
of Columbus in Linden, the Fanwood
Recreation Bowling League and the
Old Guard of Westfield. Additionally,
Mr. Byrne was an active volunteer
with Boy Scout Troop No. 104 in
Fanwood and volunteered for many
years at Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital in Mountainside.

In 1982, he participated in the
Grace Commission Social Security
Task Force in Washington, D.C.

Mr. Byrne graduated from East
Orange High School in 1939 and
received his Bachelor of Science

degree in Accounting from Rutgers
University in Newark in 1949.

A United States Army veteran of
World War II, he served in the Army
Reserves, 78th Lightning Division,
after the war. He retired in 1966 with
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.

He was predeceased by two sis-
ters, Catherine Meister and Winifred
Byrne.

Surviving are his wife of 54 years,
Helen Mahar Byrne; a son, John J.
Byrne, Jr. of Clark; a daughter, Kerry
Edmonds of Acton, Mass.; a sister,
Celia M. Byrne of Summit, and six
grandchildren.

The funeral was held on Monday,
February 23, from the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Mass followed at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church.
Interment was at Rosedale Memo-
rial Park in Linden.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Fanwood Rescue Squad, 218
Forest Road, Fanwood 07023 or to
the Michael J. Fox Foundation for
Parkinson’s Research, Grand Cen-
tral Station, P.O. Box 4777, New
York, N.Y. 10163.

February 26, 2004

DEATH NOTICE
Joseph I. Finneran, 75, Investigator

With Medical Examiner’s Office
Joseph I. Finneran, 75, of West

Orange died on Sunday, February
15, at his residence.

Born in Orange, he had lived in
East Orange for 35 years and then in
Livingston before moving to West
Orange six years ago.

Mr. Finneran was the manager of the
Joseph I. Finneran Funeral Home in
East Orange until the late 1970s. He
then joined the Essex County Medical
Examiner’s Office, serving as an in-
vestigator until his retirement in 1993.

He was employed as a trade represen-
tative by Pierce Chemicals Royal Bond
Company and Rita Barber, Inc., both of
Texas, until the time of his death.

Mr. Finneran was educated at Our
Lady Help of Christians Grade
School, Seton Hall Preparatory
School, Seton Hall University and
The McAllister School of Embalm-
ing in New York City.

He was a member of the East Or-
ange Elks, The Friendly Sons Of The
Shillelagh in West Orange, the Holy
Name Society of the Our Lady Help
of Christians Roman Catholic Church
in East Orange and the Seton Hall
Prep Alumni Association, and a past

member of the New Jersey Funeral
Directors Association.

He was a United States Army vet-
eran.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Barbara J. Finneran, in 1997.

Surviving are four daughters and
sons-in-law, Drs. Patricia and Albert
Thrower of Westfield, Terri and
James McLaughlin of Whippany,
Susan and Mark Langdon of
Whippany, and Joanne and Stuart
Lukowiak of Westfield; three sis-
ters, Kathleen A. Young of Spring
Lake Heights, Clare I. Prime of Bra-
dley Beach and Josephine C.
McDonough of Belmar, and 11
grandchildren, Albert, Jr., Courtney
and Caitlin Thrower, Liam and
Patrick McLaughlin, Timothy, Mat-
thew and Alexandra Langdon, and
Erin, Tess and Jordan Lukowiak.

A Mass was celebrated on Thurs-
day, February 19, at St. Philomena’s
Church in Livingston, following the
funeral from the Quinn-Hopping
Funeral Home in Livingston. Inter-
ment took place at the Gate of Heaven
Cemetery in East Hanover.

February 26, 2004

 

 
 

 

 

Community News

Authority on Beatrix Potter
To Address Woman’s Club

WESTFIELD – Jacqueline Mock,
an international expert on author
Beatrix Potter, will present a slide/
lecture program to the Woman’s Club
of Westfield at its general meeting on
Monday, March 8.

The meeting will take place in the
Patton Auditorium of the First Con-
gregational Church, located at 125
Elmer Street in Westfield. Ms.
Mock’s presentation will immedi-
ately follow the club’s business meet-
ing at 12:30 p.m.

“The Amazing Beatrix Potter” will
begin with a lecture about the author
of “The Tale of Peter Rabbit,” and
will continue with slides showing
where Miss Potter lived and worked
in Great Britain. Ms. Mock illus-

trates her talk with books, toy ani-
mals and artwork.

A member of the Beatrix Potter
Society since 1983, Ms. Mock has
given talks about the author for many
years. She has lectured at the Inter-
national Study Conferences in En-
gland, Scotland and Wales, as well as
the Society in London.

She also made a presentation at
Miss Potter’s Hill Top farmhouse in
England and served as a docent/guide
at Hill Top house and The Beatrix
Potter Gallery.

Guests are welcome to attend the
lecture at 1 p.m. and the reception
afterwards, hosted by the club’s An-
tiques Department under the direc-
tion of Marjorie Wieseman.

Course on Internet Safety
Offered at Police Academy

SCOTCH PLAINS — A free class
for parents concerned about making
use of the computer safe for all their
family members is once again being
offered, this time at the John H. Stamler
Police Academy in Scotch Plains on
Saturday, March 13.

“Parents need to arm themselves
about the dangerous criminal element
that seems to be thriving on the Internet
and how a normal computer lookup
or chat with a friend can quickly be-
come something much more danger-
ous,” said Union County Prosecutor
Theodore J. Romankow.

The class, utilizing a special hands-
on computer laboratory, will be pre-
sented by detectives from the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office High Tech
Task Force led by Lieutenant Steven
Siegel and Sergeant  Andre Banks.

“The Internet and Your Child” semi-
nar will cover topics such as computer
hacking, Internet safety, the pitfalls of
chat room use, privacy issues, hard-
ware and software basics and sexual
predator offenses, according to Ser-

geant Banks.
Classes will be held on Saturday

from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on March 13
at the Stamler Police Academy, lo-
cated at 1776 Raritan Road.

For more information, please call
(908) 527-4517 or visit the website:
ucnj.org/prosecutor.

Lunch will be provided. Persons
are asked to call by Wednesday March
10, if they plan to attend.

Residents to Be Cited
For Charity Work

SCOTCH PLAINS – Friends, fam-
ily and neighbors will gather Satur-
day, February 28, to honor Leo and
Susan Krakowiecki, lifelong Union
County residents whose charity and
civic work has raised tens of thou-
sands of dollars to benefit many local
organizations.

The Krakowieckis will be feted at a
dinner at Galloping Hill Catering,
Salem Road and Chestnut Street in
Union, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $60,
and may be obtained by calling James
Fallon, (908) 245-6740; Beth Myers,
(908) 241-4960, or the Knights of
Columbus in Roselle, (908) 241-3946,
after 7:30 p.m. daily.

The Krakowieckis, of Scotch Plains,
have been involved in dozens of orga-
nizing and fund-raising programs to
benefit needy families, retarded citi-
zens, Knights of Columbus Council
No. 3946 of Roselle, Saint Joseph the
Carpenter Church and Grammar
School in Roselle, and the Center for
Hope Hospice.

Elizabeth natives, they  previously
lived in Roselle and  are the parents of
three grown children.

Scotch Plains Library
Slates Saturday Events

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, has planned two events
for this Saturday, February 28.

Dr. Seuss’ 100th Birthday celebra-
tion will be held from 10 a.m. to noon.
Organized by the Children’s Depart-
ment, the event will include games,
stories and special activities. Partici-
pants may stay as long as they wish.

A presentation on “How to Con-
quer Clutter and Chaos in 3 Easy
Steps” will be held at 2 p.m. Local
author Jamie Novack will present this
personal organization program. She
has 13 years of experience in this area.

For more information on these
events, please call the library at (908)
322-5007.
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Jane Butler
First Grade Teacher,

School One Elementary, Scotch Plains
By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 50
Hometown: Born in Elizabeth, she

moved to Kenilworth in sixth grade.
She has been a Fanwood resident
since 1997.

Education: Mrs. Butler received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Education
from Kean University. Currently,
through a special
Learning Dis-
tance Program
sponsored by
Walden Univer-
sity, she is work-
ing to obtain her
Masters in Edu-
cation.

Previous Expe-
rience: Since
1974, Mrs. Butler
has been involved
in the field of el-
ementary educa-
tion. In Colorado
and Minneapolis,
Minn., she was a
site coordinator of
a school-based re-
medial program,
Project KIDS. She
also owned and
operated Wonder
World Nursery
School and Day
By Day Child-
hood Center be-
fore moving back to New Jersey. She
taught kindergarten in both public
school districts in Colorado and Min-
neapolis.

In 1998, Mrs. Butler accepted a
position teaching kindergarten at
School One Elementary in Scotch
Plains. For the past two years, she
has been teaching first grade.

I Knew I Reached My Students
When: In the beginning of the school
year, students seem to depend heavily
on her, but as they progress and near
the end of the year, they demonstrate
more independent learning skills,
according to Mrs. Butler.

When they are applying the intel-
ligent behaviors of self-directed
learners, such as accuracy and strong
listening skills, and are monitoring
themselves when they are reading,
she knows that the students are ab-
sorbing all that she teaches.

What I Love About the School
District: “I just love the profession-
als I work with,” noted Mrs. Butler.
She considers her fellow educators
to be “high-performing, extremely
dedicated” specialists.

Despite the many challenges that
face them, her peers consistently
exhibit a commitment to maintain
and build high self-esteem in their
students.

Mrs. Butler is a member of a
professional book study group, which
meets during lunch hours at School
One. The teachers read books written
by authors addressing pertinent edu-
cation-oriented issues. Next, the mem-
bers discuss ways in which they can
apply their newly acquired knowl-
edge to the classroom experience.

She stated that all of the educators
strive to be the absolute best at their

jobs, and to help the students reach
their fullest potential.

Favorite Topic to Teach: While
she really enjoys teaching science
and math, as she draws nearer to
completing her master’s program,
she loves the subjects of reading and
literacy. Shaping readers who are
motivated, who can successfully in-
teract with text and construct mean-

ing from any
book they choose
to pick up and
read has added an
exciting facet to
Mrs. Butler’s ca-
reer.

The Future of
Education in
America: Ac-
knowledging that
teachers are
charged with “an
awesome respon-
sibility more than
ever to rise to the
occasion because
standards are
higher,” Mrs.
Butler believes
educators must
support one an-
other in supply-
ing students with
the necessary
tools for learning
and the real
world.

She noted that it is an exciting time
because of the advances in technology
and the “myriad of opportunities” avail-
able to students.

She added that educators must accept
responsibility for collaborating and
meshing their knowledge for the better
of the students’ academic experience.

My Goal As An Educator: Day to
day is more important to Mrs. Butler
than setting a long-term goal for
herself as an educator. She embraces
an “I Can” attitude, which was in-
spired by Dr. Mel Levine’s book, “A
Mind at a Time.”

Mrs. Butler said that Dr. Levine
proposes that any child can hit a
homerun if his/her bat is wide enough.
She wants to make her students’
“bats” wide enough so that each might
know his/her strengths and limita-
tions.

By providing activities and expe-
riences that challenge several learn-
ing styles to form one lesson that
kids can grasp, Mrs. Butler said the
end result can be fruitful.

“The homeruns will be forthcom-
ing, and watch out, because there
will be no stopping them!” she said.

Home Life: Married with six chil-
dren, three of whom attend the Uni-
versity of Michigan, her youngest
child is a fifth grader at Park Middle
School. Mrs. Butler is a children’s
librarian at the Kenilworth Public
Library, where she enthusiastically
increases the literacy experience for
youngsters. She is also an avid
reader.

When it is time to take a vacation,
she tries to escape with her family to
warmer climates. She also enjoys
step classes at the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA.

SPECIAL EDUCATOR...Jane Butler
poses for her headshot while holding
one of the textbooks used in the Masters
in Education program, which she is tak-
ing through Walden University’s Learn-
ing Distance Program.

Annual Rutgers Academic Challenge Includes
County Magnet HS, Governor Livingston HS
NEW BRUNSWICK – The Union

County Magnet High School in
Scotch Plains and Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights are two of 12 New Jersey
high school teams out of a field of 80
to advance to the semi-final round of
the Sixth Annual Rutgers Academic
Challenge.

Teams representing 20 counties
competed over the two-day, first-round
tournament held recently at the Busch
Campus of Rutgers, The State Uni-
versity of New Jersey, in Piscataway.

The interscholastic competition
challenges eight-member teams of
high school students to tackle hands-
on, interdisciplinary activities that
engage their knowledge and analyti-
cal thinking.

The program consists of high-level,
competitive activities based on the

state’s core curriculum content stan-
dards for social studies, language
arts, mathematics and science.

The teams will square off at the
semi-finals on the Busch Campus on
Wednesday, March 10.

Three teams will emerge from the
semi-finals to vie for the statewide
championship, which will take place
on two separate days. Teams will
deliberate over problem-solving ac-
tivities on the Busch Campus on
Tuesday, Mach 16.

On Monday, March 29, they will
travel to NJN Public Television stu-
dios in Trenton to videotape a 3-Way
Quiz Match, which will air on NJN
on Thursday, April 1 at 6:30 p.m.,
Friday, April 2 at 1:30 p.m. and Sun-
day, April 4 at 6 p.m.

The top prizes for the statewide
championship include the President’s

Cup and a $1,000 cash award for the
high school. In addition, each mem-
ber of the winning team will receive
$1,000 and a gold medallion. Second
and third place winners also receive
commemorative and cash awards.

For more information on the Rutgers
Academic Challenge, please visit
http://www.challenge.rutgers.edu.

Photos Courtesy of Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, Office of Media Relations, All photos by Nick Romanenko, Rutgers Photo Services
SUCCESSFUL TEAMS…The Union County Magnet High School Team, pictured, left to right, includes: front row; Eric Whitman, Alex Clark, Eugene Rusyn
and Jason Katz; and back row; Lucy Guarnera, Crystal Gonzalez, Preethi Moorthy, Faye Xu and Adviser Jim Stefankiewicz. The Governor Livingston High School
Team, pictured, left to right, includes: front row, Michelle Rosenthal, Sherrie Hui, Ivan Vo and Larry Yau; and back row, Kim Wong, Alexandra Denby, Jessica
Davison, Brian Wu and Advisor Theresa Pisano.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader/The Times

Seeing Eye Dog Visits Pupils
At Nursery School in WF

A NEW FRIEND…Children at the Westfield Cooperative Nursery School
made a new friend earlier this month when Kali, a seeing eye puppy, came
for an educational visit.

WESTFIELD — Kali, a 15-
month-old female, yellow Labra-
dor retriever, visited the children at
the Westfield Cooperative Nursery
School.

Kali is a Seeing Eye puppy being
raised by Charles and Mariel
Kennedy of Watchung. Kali is now
ready to begin her guide dog train-
ing at The Seeing Eye of
Morristown.

Handling Kali for the school visit
was Marina Kennedy. She spoke to
the students in Pat Michael’s 4-
plus class and Diane Young’s 4-
year-old class about how guide dogs
assist people who are blind.

The children were shown a
Braille book, a Braille checker-
board and a calculator used by

blind people.
Mrs. Kennedy explained the pro-

gram of The Seeing Eye of
Morristown, which is the oldest
guide dog school in North America.
The facility places 7- to 8-week
old puppies in volunteer family
homes, which will raise and so-
cialize the puppies for about a year.

To become a volunteer family or
for more information about The
Seeing Eye, please call (973) 539-
4425 or visit www.seeingeye.org.

The Westfield Co-operative
Nursery School is a non-profit
teacher/parent program offering
half-day programs for 3 and 4 year
olds. For more information, please
contact the director, Terri Mandrillo
at (908) 233-4501.

Brian Kaplun Wins
Mathematics Prize

SCOTCH PLAINS – Brian
Kaplun of Scotch Plains, a sopho-
more at Lehigh University in
Bethlehem, Pa., has won the Elisha
P. Wilbur Mathematics Prize for
the best semester average for the
sophomore year.

Adele deLeeuw Scholarship
Applications Now Available
AREA – High school seniors wish-

ing to apply for Adele deLeeuw
Scholarships should obtain applica-
tions now from their school guid-
ance offices. The grants range from
$1,000 to $8,000. The deadline for
submission of applications is
Wednesday, March 10.

Previous winners currently en-
rolled in college are also eligible to
apply. They must submit complete
official transcripts of college grades
with new applications.

This is the ninth year the scholar-
ships have bee offered. Last year’s
winners shared $40,000 from the
Adele deLeeuw Scholarship Fund, a
fund of the Plainfield Foundation.

The awards are made in accor-
dance with the terms of a bequest
from Ms. DeLeeuw, author of 75
books, journalist and arts activist.

The Plainfield Rotary Scholarship
Foundation, headed by John Wood
Goldsack, acts as selector for the
scholarships. Five area Rotary Clubs
assist in the process.

Only students from high schools
in Plainfield, North Plainfield, South
Plainfield, Warren, Watchung,
Edison, Scotch Plains and Fanwood
are eligible. Location of high school,
not student’s residence, is the quali-
fying factor. The student must also

be accepted by an accredited college
or university.

Applicants must plan to major in
one of the following areas of study:
art, engineering, writing, journalism
or poetry. They must demonstrate
the scholastic aptitude and interest
to pursue study in one of these speci-
fied areas. They must also prove
financial need.

Interested students should consult
their guidance counselors to obtain
the necessary application form.

For more information, please call
Scholarship Administrator Sally
Young at (732) 381-6269.

In addition to our exceptional café, outstanding spa services, 
and yoga and pilates, we are now offering...

Spinning Classes

     ,     ,     
            i n f o @o n t h e s i d e n j . c om     www. o n t h e s i d e n j . c om

Tues. 6:00-6:45am
9:15-10:00am

Wed. 8:45-9:30am
6:30-7:15pm

Fri. 8:45-9:30am Sat. 7:15-8am

SPFHS Winterguard to Host
Home Show, Competition

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Winterguard will hold its
second annual Home Show and Com-
petition on Sunday February 29, at 1
p.m. at SPFHS.

A special invitation is extended to
all current eighth grade students who
might want to consider joining the
guard next year when they enter
SPFHS.

The Winterguard, which is comprised
of 19 members, combine dance move-
ments, tossing sabres and rifles, and
spinning flags choreographed to music

and compete against other high schools.
The members devote several hours

of practice to perfect their skills,
which enable them to compete at the
Scholastic “A” level in the Mid At-
lantic Indoor Network.

The Guard, led by their captains
Jackie Tumolo, Carys Davies and
Alexandra Fredas, has already started
the season successfully, placing in
the top three spots in all of their
competitions so far this year.

Admission is $7 for general ad-
mission, and $5 for children and
senior citizens.

Black History Program Set
In Westfield Public Schools

WESTFIELD – Tomorrow, Feb-
ruary 27, a Black History Program
will be held in the Edison School
auditorium from 7 to 9 p.m., in com-
memoration of Black History Month.
The theme for this year’s program is
“Family Reunion.”

Students from Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools,
Westfield High School (WHS) and
performers from outside the school
district will participate in skits,
dances, monologues, and songs.

Vendors will also be on hand dis-

playing African-American arts and
crafts, jewelry and books. The caf-
eteria will sell food reflecting the
African-American culture.

The keynote speaker for the
evening will be Reverend Rose
Claybon Dean, Associate Pastor for
Pilgrim Baptist Church in Summit.

Organizers of the program are
Edison Guidance Counselor Gloria
White-James and WHS Guidance
Counselor Rahama Harewood.

There is no admission charge and
the public is invited to attend.

Elizabeth Dixon Earns
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD — Mount St.
Mary College & Seminary in
Emmitsburg, Md. has announced
that Westfield High School gradu-
ate Elizabeth Dixon achieved
Dean’s List status for the fall 2003
semester. A senior and the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Bartholomew
Dixon, Elizabeth resides in
Southampton, N.Y.
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BRYANT SCORES 10, COCOZZIELLO PULLS 8 BOARDS

Summit Hilltoppers Topple
Blue Devil Hoopmen, 48-43

SILBER, BACCHI, S. MINEO, CONNOLLY WIN 2 EACH

Raiders Manhandle Mendham,
Fall to P-burg Matmen in Semis

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seeking an opportunity to knock
off the hosting Phillipsburg Stateliners
at the notorious “Pit”, the No. 17
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders suc-
ceeded in bumping off Mendham, 46-
24, in the quarterfinals of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tourna-

ment but were bitten by the hosts, 41-
18, in the semis on February 17.

The Raiders won nine bouts against
Mendham, led by falls from Andrew
Silber (171-lbs), Andrew Loomis
(275-lbs), Eric Connolly (140-lbs)
and Yoav Nudell (160-lbs). Pat Mineo
(135-lbs) scored a tech fall (tf) to
clinch the match, 34-12, with four

bouts remaining.
Beginning at 171-lbs, Silber dem-

onstrated his proficiency with a low
single-leg takedown then clamped his
opponent to the mat in 1:40. Charlie
Bachi received a forfeit at 189-lbs. At
215, Marc Fabiano tallied a first-pe-
riod takedown on Josh Tishman, added
an escape and a single-leg takedown
in period two, then scored a takedown
and reversal to grab a 9-3 decision.
Loomis wore down strongman John
McNulty in 3:34, using a yank-and-
crank, half nelson combination to
make the score, 21-0.

Dave DeNichilo at 103, showed
plenty of moxie in his 3-1 loss to
John Fennell. Raider Sal Gano at 112
was unrelenting when he reversed
Matt McCloskey for a 4-3 victory.
Steve Mineo, in his usual groove, got
the jump on Bill Hall at 130 with a
(tf) in 3:11.

“I first work my front head series.
From there I was looking to bring a
one-on-one onto his back to get the
bar-arm while looking for a Gable;
that’s what I normally do on top. I
was able to lock up a cradle and
worked the old school Navy.”

Pat Mineo demolished John
Mastrobouno, 17-2, in 5:51. “After

WESTFIELD UNDERCLASSMEN RISE UP, ADD DEPTH

Blue Devil Swim Boys Douse
Warriors in North 2 Semis

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Effectively working the younger
boys and having upperclassmen
strength duel it out, the fifth-ranked,
11-2, Westfield High School swim
team grabbed first in eight of 11
events to overpower Watchung Hills,

99-71, in the North 2 Public A
NJSIAA semifinals at the Wallace
YMCA pool in Westfield on Febru-
ary 19.

“The way we had it set up today,
we shaved all of our ‘B’ and ‘C’ guys
for this type of a meet. All these
younger guys worked hard all year,

so it gave them the opportunity to
swim their fastest times of the sea-
son,” explained boys’ swimming
Head Coach Bruce Johnson. “In the
200 IM, McGrory dropped from a
2:26 to a 2:19, Cuba dropped from
2:28 to 2:20 and Jeff Dressley went
from 2:38 to 2:32. Another fresh-
man, Phil Anton in the 400 free,
dropped from 6:18 to 5:53; that’s 25
seconds and that’s huge. It just shows
what a taper and a shave can do.
Many of them got to swim three
times today; next week they’ll swim
perhaps only once. We will shave
everyone the rest of the way, then as
long as we keep on winning, we will
continue on shaving.”

In the first event, the 200-yard
medley relay, a fired up Blue Devil
quartet of Tim Kolenut, Pat Daurio,
Dan Chabanov and anchorman An-
drew Prunesti steamed up the pool
and touched first with a combined

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Trailing for most of three-and-a-
half quarters, the sixth-seeded
Westfield High School boys basket-
ball team rallied to take a five-point
lead, then turned ice cold to allow
11th-seeded Summit to seize a 48-43
victory in the opening round of the
Union County Tournament at
Rahway on February 18. Poor shoot-
ing percentage and bad passing
haunted the 13-7 Blue Devils
throughout the game.

Senior forward Terrance Bryant
led the Blue Devils with 10 points
and guard Jan Cocozziello followed
with nine points while Eric Hayes
and Bryan Power each scored seven
points. The Hilltoppers were recipi-
ents of 16 points from junior forward
Wellington Smith, who also had 10
rebounds, and 13 points each from
junior guard Mike Dugan and senior
guard Dwayne Reid.

For most of the game, the Blue
Devils did control the boards with
Cocozziello pulling eight rebounds,

Power grabbing six and Tyshon
Blackmon, who netted three points,
pulling five. Power, Cocozziello and
Hayes each had two steals. When it
can down to putting the round ball
through the hoop, the Blue Devils
shot a dismal 34 percent – 15-for-44
– from the floor and hit only 48
percent – 10-for-21 – from the free
throw line. Only Hayes and Power
were decent from the charity line,
each hitting 3-of-4.

“We were very loose with our of-

TOMASSO WINS NO. 80; SHAFFER, KRAMER WIN BIG

Piscataway Wrestlers Outlast
Recovering Blue Devils, 41-30

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Time is running short for the
Westfield High School wrestling
team that hopes to have its entire
varsity lineup healthy by the time
that the District 11 Tournament be-
gins tomorrow, February 27, in
Westfield. With three of their top
varsity matmen still on the heal, the
hosting Blue Devils fell victim to
Piscataway, 41-30, on February 20.

“It’s been pretty frustrating. I know
the kids, it’s very tough to maintain
the motivation when you see all your

big guns are hurt,” commented Blue
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz. “It
hurts us in the workout room in terms
that we are limited in who we can
work out with. It hurts but, at the
same time, I think today they man-
aged to wrestle pretty well. They
came to wrestle.”

Considering the upcoming tour-
nament, Kurz expressed, “The three
guys who are injured are guys who
should be wrestling in the region
tournament. Yea! You’re injured, but
if you are a competitor, if you are a
fighter, if you are a champion, you

will get it done under any circum-
stance. We just have to suck it up.”

Of the Blue Devils’ six bout victo-
ries, very good signs came from the
performances of 152-lb senior Lee
Tomasso, 160-lb sophomore Andrew
Shaffer and 112-lb junior Sam Kramer,
who just returned to the lineup.

Tomasso worked over George Wil-
liams with a tight waist and an arm
bar before immobilizing him with an
arm bar and a chin hook in 1:52 to
claim his 80th career victory.

“I feel pretty relaxed. I was able to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TWIST AND TURN…There is no way of escaping this Navy ride by 130-lb Steve
Mineo who demolished Mendham’s Bill Hall in a technical fall in 3:11. Mineo
also blanked P’burg’s Brandon Stillo, 6-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLASHING FOR THE BASKETBALL…Blue Devil forward, Joe Korfmacher, No. 22, slashes for the basketball as
Hilltopper Mike Dugan attempts to catch it. Dugan sank a crucial 3-pointer late in the fourth quarter to help Summit edge
Westfield, 48-43.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HE’S A WINNER…Blue Devil senior team captain Ryan Bartholomew churns
his way to first place in the 100-butterfly in 56.17. Bartholomew also swam the
third leg of the 400-freestyle relay in 54.16 to assist in the victory.
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Blue Devil Swim Boys Douse
Warriors in North 2 Semis

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

time of 1:47.58.
“I really wanted to do the best

possible because this was my last
home meet at the Wallace pool,” said
Kolenut. “Going into it and seeing
myself ahead of the other people, it
really felt good. It’s exactly what I
had hoped for.”

Chris Heinen followed by touch-
ing first in the 200-yard freestyle
with a time of 1:49.67. Dan McGrory
and Brandon Cuba placed second
and third, respectively, in the 200
IM. The Blue Devils swept the 50-
freestyle. Josh Schoenfeld touched
first in 24:16, Luke Baran placed
second and Dave Hedman was third.

Senior Ryan Bartholomew put the
Blue Devils in the winner circle in
the 100-butterfly by touching first in
56.17. The Blue Devils finished 1-2-
3 in the 100-freestyle with Daurio
finishing first in 53:45 followed by
Prunesti and Kevin Hobson. Fresh-
man P.J. Harley touched first in the
500-freestyle in 5:25.77.

“I took it out at a normal pace, then
started building at the 200 and work-
ing it at 250,” said Harley. “Utilizing
long strokes, kicking and taking lim-
ited breaths, I was able to push my-
self hard, staying ahead of the field

while achieving the best time pos-
sible.”

In the 200-freestyle relay,
Schoenfeld, Cuba, Baran and
Hedman at anchor claimed a deci-
sive victory with a combined time of
1:38.76.

“Today, it was more about our
underclassman, which proved that
we have a lot of people we can use
during the rest of the tournament,”
said senior captain Schoenfeld.
“Some of them dropped a lot of time
and, at this time of the season, that’s
what we want to see. The season is
only getting started and we’re very
optimistic about what lies ahead of
us.”

Kolenut outdistanced the field in
the 100-backstroke at 1:01.24. Kyle
Murray touched third.

“Fourth ranked Bridgewater is our
next challenge,” said coach Johnson.
“They already beat us, so we’ll have
to put it all together. If we win, it
probably will be Vernon next fol-
lowed by Cherry Hill. Both of them
are super teams. This is what we have
practiced for, this is what the season
is all about and this is something we
believe we can achieve; winning the
state tournament.”

Raider Boy Swimmers Dunk
Chatham, Fall to Holmdel

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys swimming team dunked
Chatham, 94-76, in the opening round
of the North Jersey, Section 1, Public
B tournament in Scotch Plains on
February 17. Raider David Hauptman
touched first in the 50-yard freestyle
at 24.13 and the 100-free at 52.17
and anchored the winning 200-free
relay and 200-medley relay teams.

On February 19, the Raiders were
out-touched by Holmdel, 91-79, in
the semifinal round. Hauptman
touched first in the 100-freestyle with
a time of 52.51 and in the 100-
individual medley at 2:12.5. He
teamed with Mike Fragna, Mike
Sheffield and Jon Sheffield to win
the 200-medley relay in 1:49.76. Jon
Sheffield touched first in the 50-free
at 24.04 and the 100-butterfly at
56.74.

QUARTERFINAL ROUND:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 94, Chatham 76
50 free: D. Hauptman (S) 24.13
100 free: D. Hauptman (S) 52.17
200 free: Jon Sheffield (S) 1:57.34
500 free: Derek Sturm (C) 5:19.02
100 breast: Mike Sheffield (S) 1:09.38
100 fly: M. Sheffield (S) 57.06
100 back: Sturm (C) 58.56
200 IM: Joe McShane (C) 2:18.47
200 free relay: S (J. Sheffield, Deryk
Middleton, Mike Miller, D. Hauptman)
1:42.04
400 free relay: C (Shurm, Ray Paton,
Kyle Reed, Nick Trojanowski) 3:56.51
200 medley relay: S (Mike Fragna, Middleton,
M. Sheffield, D. Hauptman) 1:51.29

SEMIFINAL ROUND:
Holmdel 91, Scotch Plains-Fanwood 79
50 free: J. Sheffield (S) 24.04
100 free: D. Hauptman (S) 52.51
200 free: Brendan Jones (H) 1:52.55
500 free: Jones (H) 5:00.94
100 breast: Darius Dehnad (H) 1:08.07
100 fly: J. Sheffield (S) 56.74
100 back: Mike Fragna (S) 1:02.02
200 IM: D. Hauptman (S) 2:12.5
200 free relay: H (Dave Folk, Dehnad,
Evan Delli, Jones) 1:39.53
400 free relay: H (Keith Timko, Brian
Malcolm, Luis Martinez, Jones) 3:46.81
200 medley relay: S (Fragna, M. Sheffield,
J. Sheffield, Hauptman) 1:49.76

Raider Swim Girls Top
Chatham in Sectionals

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls
swimming team advanced to the fi-
nals of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Public B Tournament by topping
Chatham, 90-80, in a tight meet on
February 20 in Scotch Plains. The
12-1 Raiders touched first in four
individual events and one relay.

Amanda Cameron was a double
individual winner, touching first in
the 100-yard freestyle with a time of
55.39 and first in the 200-freestyle at
2:01.94. She also teamed with Kristin
Henkels, Brittany Larkin and Merel
Akyuz to win the 200-freestyle relay
with a time of 1:45.65. Larkin
touched first in the 500-free at 5:57.75
and Jillian Murphy touched first in
the 100-backstroke at 1:05.26.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting
of the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, held in the Council Cham-
bers in the Municipal Building of said Town-
ship on Tuesday, February 24, 2004, there
was introduced, read for the first time, and
passed on such first reading, the following
ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER VII OF THE GEN-
ERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS ENTITLED “TRAF-
FIC”

Purpose: Establishing parking regulations
on Church Avenue – no U-Turn on Church
Avenue from its intersection with Forest
Road to its intersection with Park Avenue.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, March 9, 2004 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, or any time and place to which a meeting
for the further consideration of such ordi-
nance shall from time to time be adjourned,
and all persons interested will be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning such
ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from the
office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/26/04, The Times Fee: $32.64

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: James L. Plosia, Esq.;
Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro &
Murphy; PO Box 112; 25 Independence
Boulevard; Liberty Corner, New Jersey
07938

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special legal counsel to handle an internal
investigation within the township in which
the township has a vested interest (TD).

DURATION: Until completion of same.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $5,000.00 billed

at the rate of $125.00 per hour plus usual
and reasonable costs of said action.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/26/04, The Times Fee: $19.89

Devil Swim Girls Drill
N. Hunterdon in Semi
The sixth-ranked Westfield High

School girls swimming team left vis-
iting North Hunterdon fluttering in
its wake, claiming a 112-58 victory
in the North Jersey, Section 2, Public
A semifinals on February 20. The
11-2 Blue Devils seized first in nine
of the 11 events.

Amanda Dickson placed first in the
100-yard butterfly with a time of
1:05.07. She teamed with Danielle
Heffernan, Christine Clark and
Darrellann Smith to win the 200-
freestyle relay at 1:51.16 then joined
Katie Morgan, Kirsten Selert and
Suzanna Fowler to win the 200-med-
ley relay at 2:03.03. Morgan touched
first in the 50-free with a time of 27.47,
Smith touched first in the 200-free at
2:11.76 and Fowler touched first in the
500-free with a time of 5:53.46.

Callie Messerole won the 100-
breaststroke with a time of 1:15.48
and Kylie Fraser won the 200-indi-
vidual medley at 2:21.57. Julie
Cederroth, Lauren Winchester,
Allison Goodman and Neda Simaika
won the 400-free relay at 4:08.96.
Morgan Cozze touched first in the
100-backstroke at 1:07.03 for North
Hunterdon and Brittany Guerreri won
the 100-free at 1:00.53.

Devil Boys Rip Bridgewater
For Section 2, Public A Title

Devil Swim Girls Submerge
Panthers for Section Title

The Westfield High School girls
swimming team left the Bridgewater-
Raritan girls thrashing in the water to
record an overwhelming, 121-49,
victory in the North Jersey, Section
2, Public A finals at Lincoln School
in Bayonne on February 23. The
Blue Devils won nine of the 11 events
and received an outstanding perfor-
mance from Amanda Dickson who
won two individual events and swam
on the winning 200-yard medley re-
lay team.

Dickson touched first in the 100-
freestyle with a personal-best time
of 57.09 and first in the 200-indi-
vidual medley at 2:17.85. She teamed
with DarrellAnn Smith, Kylie Fraser
and Julia Cederroth to win the 200-
medley in 1:56.65. Fraser touched
first in the 100-butterfly at 1:02.45.

Suzanna Fowler took first in the
200-free at 2:06.11, Jacqueline De la
Fuente placed first in the 100-breast-
stroke at 1:10.73 and Becky Fallon
touched first in the 100-backstroke
at 1:05.42. Fowler, Danielle
Heffernan, Brittany Reyes and
Kirsten Selert won the 200-free relay
at 1:47.07. Heffernan, Elizabeth
Trimble, Neda Simaika and Selert
touched first in the 400-free relay
with a time of 3:58.51.

Panther Sarah Papay won the 50-
free with a time of 26.32 and Morgan
Sawin touched first in the 500-free at
5:38.32.

The Westfield High School boys
swimming team pulled off a big one
on February 23 by destroying 10-1
Bridgewater-Raritan, 102-68, in the
North Jersey, Section 2, Public A
finals at Lincoln School in Bayonne.
The 12-2 Blue Devils, who took top
honors in seven of the 11 events,
peaked at the right time because, at
the beginning of the season, the
Panthers had defeated them.

Blue Devil Ryan Bartholomew
touched first in the 50-yard freestyle
with a time of 22.2, teamed with
Josh Schoenfeld, David Hedman and
Chris Heinen to win the 200-free
relay at 1:35.03 and joined Pat
Daurio, Sam Gurdus and Brandon
Cuba to win the 200-medley relay
in 1:43.24. He also placed second in
the 100-free at 51.75.

Daurio touched first in the 100-
breaststoke at 1:02.96 but swam a
personal-best 2:01.98 to place sec-
ond in the 200-individual medley.
Heinen touched first in the 200-free
at 1:49.16 followed by Schoenfeld
at 1:49.57. Schoenfeld won the 100-
free at 51.03. Gurdus took top hon-

ors in the 100-butterfly at 55.35.
Panther John Benigno won the 500-

free with a time of 5:00.07 and the
100-backstroke at 56.52. Liam
Gallagher took the 200-individual
medley at 2:01.7 and the foursome of
James Capparell, Gallagher, Tim
Lamb and Geoff Horvath touched
first in the 400-free relay at 3:32.6.

St. Bart League Names
New Softball Coaches
The St. Bartholomew Men’s

Oldtimers Softball League has voted in
three new coaches for the 2004 season.
The new coaches and their team names,
respectively, are: “Jersey Joe” Romash
and St. Aloysius, “Dirty Harry” Semple
and St. Killian, and Tony “Perky”
Perconte and St. Anthony.

The league would also like to thank
and acknowledge the years of ser-
vice to out going captains Tom
Henderson and Pat Luongo, who will
remain with the league as players,
and Dennis Surbrug who will remain
the league’s secretary.

At the league’s executive meeting
on February 17, it was decided to
increase each teams roster from 15 to
16 players. This was done to accom-
modate some of the players on the
league’s long waiting list. If more
softball fields become available next
year, the league will consider adding
two more teams to the existing 10-
team league. All players are guaran-
teed three innings of play in the field
and all players are in the batting order.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: DIANE LAYDEN, Deceased
Pursuant to the order of James S. LaCorte,

Surrogate of the County of Union, made on
the 20TH day of FEBRUARY, A.D. 2004,
upon the application of the undersigned, as
EXECUTORS of the estate of said de-
ceased, notice is hereby given to the credi-
tors of said deceased to exhibit to the sub-
scriber under oath or affirmation their claims
and demands against the estate of said
deceased within six months from the date of
said order.

ROBERT P. SCHNEIDER
MICHAEL J. LAYDEN

EXECUTORS
ATTORNEY
PETER M. JACQUES
PO BOX 249
FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023
1 T - 2/26/04, The Times Fee: $18.87

Benjamin Solomon for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REJOICING AFTER THEIR VICTORY…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raider swim girls rejoice after defeating Chatham, 90-80, in the NJ
Section 2, Public B semifinals.

Benjamin Solomon for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FLOATING LIKE A BUTTERFLY…Raider Mike Sheffield glides through the
water with the butterfly stroke during the meet with Chatham.

The “Spring Market” is here!

 Thinking of buying or selling...

call Prudential today  for a complimentary

 market analysis of your home

The “Spring Market” is here!

 Thinking of buying or selling...

call Prudential today  for a complimentary

 market analysis of your home

Westfield 
Just Listed! A great home for entertaining! Spacious and bright home 
features eleven rooms, five bedrooms and four full baths. The fabulous 
kitchen has custom cabinets, Sub-zero refrigerator and a center isle. 
Amenities include pickled oak floors, two fireplaces, in-ground pool,

hot tub, deck and wonderful storage. Offered at $779,000. 
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Piscataway Wrestlers Outlast
Recovering Blue Devils, 41-30

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Summit Hilltoppers Topple
Blue Devil Hoopmen, 48-43

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Hoopmen Rip Rahway,
Fall to St. Patrick’s, in UCT

Seeking revenge, the ninth-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys basketball team swamped
eighth-seeded Rahway, 75-51, in the
preliminary round of the Union
County Tournament at Dunn Center
in Elizabeth on February 17. How-
ever, in the quarterfinals on February
20, top-seeded St. Patrick’s overran
the Raiders, 71-59, at Dunn Center.

Against Rahway, Raider sopho-
more Lance Thomas fired in 26 points
and teammate Derrick Caracter rolled
in 16 points and grabbed 14 rebounds.
A few weeks prior, on February 7,
with Caracter out of the lineup,
Rahway defeated the Raiders, 64-
52, in the Fourth Annual Bernoskie
Games in Rahway.

Thomas netted 12 of his points in
the second quarter to help the 14-8
Raiders to a 31-26 halftime lead but
Caracter, who made five blocks, es-
pecially displayed his strong defen-
sive skills in the second half. Raider

senior Mike Walker sank 10 points,
Mike Johnson put up eight and Sean
Fuller contributed five points. Daryl
Martin scored 24 points, including
five 3-pointers, for the 13-6 Rahway
Indians.

The 12-9 Pats led most of the game
but the Raiders surged with eight-
straight points to end the third quar-
ter and Sean Fuller nailed a 3-pointer
to tie the score, 52-52, early in the
final quarter. St. Pat’s Andre Davis,
who finished with 19 points, contrib-
uted six of those points in an 11-4 run
to put the game out of reach.

Caracter finished with 19 points,
18 rebounds and five blocked shots.
Thomas put up 16 points and Fuller
finished with 14. Devon Moffatt
scored 15 points and Desmond Sand-
ers sank 10 for the Pats.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 13 18 19 25 75
Rahway 12 14 11 14 51

Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15 16 18 10 59
St. Patrick’s 23 16 13 19 71

get may bar in. I’m peaking at the
right time, I think,” stated Tomasso.

Willing to get into the mix of
things, the ever-improving Shaffer
recorded two first-period takedowns,
a two-point tilt in the second period
and two third-period takedowns to
grab a 10-2, majority decision over
Shane Bedford.

“I’m feeling pretty good. My work
on top, I’m finally starting to get
confidence with that and hold some
kids down instead of cutting them. I
turned him a couple of times and got
some back points, which I haven’t
gotten many this year,” said Shaffer.
“I’m looking forward to the districts.”

“He has to be our most improved
wrestler,” Kurz said of Shaffer. “You
watch him get better from match to
match. He’s strong, he’s very ath-
letic and he’s starting to learn how to
wrestle. I think he should be joining
some of our upperclassmen in the
region tournament.”

Kramer looked smooth with his three
throw by takedowns and single leg
takedown then added an escape and
two three-point near falls to win a 17-
2, 4:21 technical fall over Jeff Osley.

The Chiefs took a 17-0 lead by
receiving a forfeit in the first bout,
125-lbs, and rolling off two pins
before Joe Corea pinned Rocco

Contessa with a half nelson in 1:21 at
the 140-lb bout to put the Blue Dev-
ils on the board. Dave Isrealow
cradled Rich Galdanez in 1:19 in the
145-lb bout then Tomasso’s pin gave
the Blue Devils an 18-17 lead and
Shaffer jumped the score to 22-17.

Three-straight Chiefs won via pins
before Blue Devil heavyweight Nick
Gismondi claimed a 3-1 decision over
Brian Mohan to make the score, 35-
25, Piscataway. With undefeated Blue
Devil Rob Mench still out of the
lineup, nursing a hyperextension of
the elbow, the Chiefs received a for-
feit at 103-lbs and, after Kramer’s
victory, Chief Rob Rabovin sealed
the team victory with a fall at 119-lbs.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
125: — Gerard Gray (P) won forfeit
130: — Tim Lauria (P) p. Craig Hewit, 1:10
135: — Terrence Williams (P) tf. Mark
Boyd, 17-0, 6:00
140: — Corea (W) p. Contessa, 1:21
145: — Israelow (W) p. Galdanez, 1:19
152: — Tomasso (W) p. George Will-
iams, 1:52
160: — Shaffer (W) md. Bedford, 10-2
171: — Rob Damon (P) p. Colin Willard, 3:41
189: — Steve Sumner (P) p. Kevin
Macdonald, 1:33
215: — Chris Jones (P) p. Steve
Cruikshank, 4:42
Hwt: — Gismondi (W) d. Mohan, 3-1
103: — AJ Hraber (P) won forfeit
112: — Kramer (W) tf. Osley, 17-2, 4:21
119: — Rabovin (P) p. Matt Kamal, 3:21

fense and didn’t take quality shots,”
explained Blue Devil Head Coach
Kevin Everly who added. “A lot of
times, it comes down to free throws
and we just didn’t do it. It’s been a
problem all year. Getting to the line
21 times is good but we needed to
make more shots.”

In what would turn out to be a
warning for much later in the game,
Hilltopper Dugan dribbled down
court and casually pumped in a 3-
pointer from the center perimeter to
open the scoring. Wellington slipped
inside for two and Dugan sank a
jumper to give the 16-3 Hilltoppers a
7-0 first-quarter jump. Cocozziello
hit two jumpers and Bryant nailed a
3-banger as the quarter ended, 13-7,
in favor of Summit.

Westfield rolled on an 11-4 run to
take a brief, 18-17, lead in the second
quarter but Summit quickly added a
2-pointer. With 48 seconds left in the
half, the Blue Devils froze the ball to
get the last shot, but a pass was muffed,
Hilltopper Dwight Reid stole the ball,
was fouled then sank both free throws
to up the lead to 21-18 at halftime.

Three minutes into the third quar-
ter, Summit seized its largest lead of

the game, 31-19, but the Blue Devils
hung close to trail, 33-28, entering
the final quarter. Summit scored the
first two points, but Westfield blended
strong rebounding and a few steals
with brilliant inside passing to take a
43-38 lead with 2:20 remaining.
Opting for a “prevent” offensive strat-
egy, the Blue Devils committed the
first of five bad passes then gave
Dugan too much elbowroom as he
sank his second 3-pointer from cen-
ter perimeter.

“I was curious why he was left so
wide open,” said Everly. “Him knock-
ing down three made it a two-point
game.”

As a result of the remaining four
bad passes, Smith was fouled on a
successful lay up and sank the free
throw to give Summit a one-point
lead then Dwayne Reid followed with
a lay up and two free throws, to seal
victory.

“We made a lot of mental mis-
takes. That’s our Achilles heel! When
you turn over the ball five out of six
possessions, you’re going to lose,”
said Everly.
Summit 13   8 12 15 48
Westfield   7 11 10 15 43

FEBRUARY 17:
NJ GROUP 3, SECTION 2

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD 46, MENDHAM
24 (SEE STORY)

SEMIS: PHILLIPSBURG 41, SCOTCH PLAINS-
FANWOOD 18 (SEE STORY)

NJ GROUP 4, SECTION 2
PERTH AMBOY 52, UNION 28

Key Bouts:
119: — Tom Duffy (U) p. Morales, 3:45
130: — Pete Jacangelo (U) p. Atkinson, 1:45
145: — Chuck Mueller (U) p. Madden, 5:42
160: — Jose Nazario (U) p. Feliciano, 5:13
171: — Jesse Von Linden (U) md. Santana, 11-1

CENTRAL JERSEY, GROUP 2
DELAWARE VALLEY 50, RAHWAY 16

Key Bouts:
112: — Sigafoos (D) d. Ryan Wilson, 4-2
119: — Darrion Caldwell (R) p. Costello, 3:53
130: — Kelly (D) d. Ed McCray, 7-6
215: — Andre Neblett (R) md. Gardner, 10-2
Hwt: — Ahmen Igbinosum (R) p. Ellis, 1:03

CENTRAL JERSEY GROUP 2
SOMERVILLE 56, CRANFORD 15

Key Bouts:
152: — Pat Hogan (C) p. Osinski, 2:48
215: — Easley (S) p. Steve Carbone, 1:49

CENTRAL JERSEY, GROUP 1
ROSELLE PARK 38, POINT PLEASANT
BEACH 24

Key Bouts:
103: — Kevin Blatt (RP) d. Nagy, 4-0
119: — Ross Soares (RP) p. Mike Nagy, 1:29
135: — John DeLaurentis (RP) d. Shierer, 9-3
160: — Jim Garrison (RP) p. Baker, 3:57
215: — Chris Bouhoutsos (RP) md. Antonelli,
11-2

NJ GROUP 1, SECTION 2
NEW PROVIDENCE 33, BERNARDS 30

Key Bouts
119: — Hart (B) d. Ross Baldwin, 5-1
130: — Jon Reedy (NP) d. Mase, 5-2
152: — Dan Fellinger (NP) p. Bereges, 2:37

NJ GROUP 1, SECTION 2 (SEMIS)
HANOVER PARK 40, NEW PROVIDENCE 19

Key Bouts:
103: — Abed Afzal (NP) d. Nick Serritella, 10-8
119: — Ross Baldwin (NP) d. Dario Marcelli, 5-2
125: — Jon Reedy (NP) md. Rob Cali, 11-2

CENTRAL JERSEY, GROUP 1 FINALS:
ROSELLE PARK 33, BOUND BROOK 30

Key Bouts:
112: — Brian Swick (RP) d. Dave Shubick, 5-
3, OT
125: — Nick Murray (BB) d. Joe Blackford, 8-4
140: — Troy MacDermott (RP) d Steve Brad-
ley, 8-6, OT
160: — Jim Garrison (RP) p. Chris
Dobranzanski, :32

GROUP 1 CHAMPIONSHIP:
PAULSBORO 47, ROSELLE PARK 18

Key Bouts:
103: — Kevin Blatt (RP) d. Ryan Hoehn, 9-4
112: — David Smith (P) d. Brian Swick, 4-2
125: — Ed Wurtenberger (P) d. Joe
Blackford, 3-0
135: — Jeff Hamilton (P) d. John DeLaurentis,
9-5
140: — Troy MacDermant (RP) p. Bill
Sierocinski, 1:55
152: — Jim Garrison (RP) p. Christian Sullivan,
1:49
189: — Alexi Silvestro (P) p. Chris Bouhoutsos,
1:37

County High School Wrestling
Sectional Tournament Results:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IMPROVING ON TOP…Blue Devil Andrew Shaffer, top, works a slide arm bar
on Chief Shane Bedford in the 160-lb bout that he won, 10-2.

Benjamin Solomon for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLAMMING IT AGAINST THE PATS…Raider Lance Thomas completes a
slam-dunk in the Union County quarterfinal game against St. Patrick’s.
Thomas finished with 16 points.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING VIA TECH FALL…Blue Devil Sam Kramer, top, fights off a poke
in the eye while he tilts Chief Jeff Osley to his back. Kramer won his 112-lb bout
via 17-2, technical fall.
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Piranha Boys Break Records
At State Swim Championships

FSPY BIG FISH…Members of the Fanwood Scotch Plains Y Piranhas Boys 8
& Under swim team completed their season at the State YMCA Championships
in February. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Jeff Peart and Sam Bebout;
back row, Matt DeBiasse, Harris Nagle, John Boyle, Ryan Gajdzisz, Tim Walsh
and Brendan McKenna. Not pictured: Matt Marino.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA (FSPY) Piranhas boys 8 &
Under swim team ended its season at
the New Jersey YMCA Swimming
Championships in early February,
setting four new FSPY records.

In 50-yard freestyle, (7U) Jeff Peart
(40.21) and Brendan McKenna
(40.58) placed sixth and seventh,
respectively, in a field of 41. Of 63
entrants in the 8U race, Ryan Gajdzisz
placed second in 33.40, while Matt
DeBiasse (34.21), Tim Walsh (36.29)
and Sam Bebout (42.01) took fourth,
10th and 35th, respectively.

In 25-yard freestyle, (7U)
McKenna grabbed seventh in 17.84
followed by Matt Marino (18.07) in
ninth. Peart’s 19.54 netted 23rd place
out of 66 competitors. (8U) Gajdzisz
topped a field of 99 with a time of
14.98, breaking an FSPY record dat-
ing back to 1994. Harris Nagle (15.80,
seventh), DeBiasse (16.08, eighth),
Tim Walsh (16.94, 19th) and John
Boyle (16.97, 20th) also swam well.

In the 25-yard breaststroke, (7U)
Marino’s 25.62 took eighth among
36. Of 69 8U competitors, Nagle
(21.79) placed fifth, breaking an
FSPY record. Boyle (23.56) netted
12th and Bebout (28.26) took 46th.

In 25-yard backstroke, (7U)
Marino (23.99) and Peart (25.67)
placed 19th and 30th, respectively,
among 76 entrants, while (8U)
Gajdzisz touched first out of 80 en-
trants in a record-breaking 18.84.

In the 25-yard butterfly, (7U)
McKenna (24.33) placed 10th and
(8U) DeBiasse (17.28) took seventh.
Nagle (18.72) touched 12th, while
Walsh (22.42), Boyle (22.64) and
Bebout (23.89) took 32nd, 33rd, and
39th, respectively.

(8Us) Walsh, Nagle, DeBiasse and
Gajdzisz took first in a field of 32
teams in the 100-yard medley relay,
breaking an FSPY record set last
year, in 1:17.87. They finished sec-
ond in 100-yard freestyle relay in
1:06.39. Peart, Boyle, Marino and
McKenna placed 18th in the medley
relay in 1.35.70 and 12th in the
freestyle relay in 1:16.94.

my first takedown, I kind of felt that
I had him, so I began working several
pinning combos,” explained Mineo.
“On my feet, I felt really competent
and was able to take him down when-
ever I wanted, that’s why I chose to
cut him, take him down again and
scored three back points to secure
five points for my team.”

Connolly at 140-lbs spared Steve
Panicone little mat time, using a
fireman’s carry, then stacking him to
the mat in: 37. Nudell (160-lbs) flat-
tened T.C. Greco in 3:42 working a
half nelson to a body press.

“Mendham was really big for us.
They beat us up pretty good two
years ago and to be able to have done
that, I’m very, very happy for us,”
said Raider Head Coach John Scholz.
“We haven’t won a second round
sectional in a long time and that was
one of the goals we wanted. We have
the chance to wrestle a state-caliber
team and I have a feeling it’s going
right to the wire.”

Phillipsburg, however, was peak-
ing and claimed victory in 10 of 14
bouts but Silber at 171 – the first bout

– handed Zach Crouse a pasting then
ended it in 1:28.

“I applied massive pressure to his
shoulders then followed with a slow
half,” said Silber. “I then reached
around, held his left shoulder down
and pulled in as tight as I could.”

Bachi held on and posted a 10-8
decision at 189-lbs over Jared Duffy.
“Early on, I was doing fine when I
built a 7-1 lead. Later, he tried to
headlock me, so I bear hugged him
was able to take him down. In period
three, I started to gas and I knew he
was coming after me using a cement
mixer and he got me. I was just happy
to stay off my back for the win.”

Trailing 9-0, the Stateliners got a
key pin from Bryan Kopesky at 215
when he caught Fabiano coming in
and decked him with a pancake.
Heavyweight Walt Pierson converted
a shrug takedown with 14 seconds
left to top Loomis, 3-2. P-burg then
rolled off four-straight wins, capped
by A.J. Varga’s 23-second win at 125
to take a commanding 27-9 lead.

Steve Mineo blanked Brandon
Stillo, 6-0, at 130 using two single-
leg takedowns and two escapes.

“He’s probably one of the best-
ranked wrestlers in the state, so I was
ecstatic when I knew they were go-
ing to put him out there, said Mineo.
“I studied tapes of him and knew that
I could handle him because that’s
something I’ve been working very
hard at. I pride myself on being able
to win in that type of match situation
where it’s that close. Phillipsburg
has a great wrestling environment
and tradition. We want everyone to
know what Scotch Plains is all about
and that they’re on the rise, regard-
less of what the finish here is.”

Connolly dropped Anthony Cronce
to the mat and introduced him to the
‘Pit’ lights after a 4:26 duel.

Leading 30-18 after 11 bouts,
P’burg’s Ed Ahart clinched the win
with a 6-1 decision over A.J. Watson.
Bobby Coyle (152) and Mike Duffy
(160) closed the curtains with major
decisions.

“This is a whole different breed of
wrestling up here,” said Scholz. “Any
time anybody walks in here, they
better expect to give it everything
they possibly have. Of course we fell
short of beating P’burg, although I
thought it would be a lot closer than
that, we had some good guys starting
us off. I’m very pleased with the
performances of the boys, as I al-
ways have. They go out there and
they give it everything they possibly
can. The difference is, now they have
an understanding of what it is like to
wrestle a state caliber team and as
always, Phillipsburg is that, no mat-
ter what team they put out there.”

Raiders Manhandle Mendham,
Fall to P-burg Matmen in Semis

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Westfield ‘Y’ Devilfish Soar
At Silvers Championships

The Westfield “Y” Devilfish fin-
ished third at the YMCA Silver Cham-
pionships held at Gloucester County
Institute of Technology. Competing
against 25 other teams, Westfield
swam one of its most successful meets
of the season with 47 top-10 finishes,
70 top-20 finishes and 57 best times.

The 11/12 Devilfish boys secured
first place in their age group. Swim-
ming two personal best times, 12-
year-old Carson Foley took first in
the 200-free and second in the 50-
free. Andrew Cordeiro, age 11, swam
best times, taking second in the
200-free and second in the 100-free.
Dorain Bogdanovski, Connor
Jennings, Adam Metz, Colin
Terwelp and John Taylor registered
key swims.

The 11/12 girls garnered several
top finishes. Suzanne Lemberg, age

12, had wins in the 50-free and 50-
fly. Bettering her previous best by
almost nine seconds, Becky Krakora
took second in the 200-free.

(10&Under) girls Amanda Adsit,
Caitlin English, Margaux Fleschler,
Brooke Sweeny and Becky Zhang
and Matt Trinkle, age 10, all had top-
10 finishes.

The strength and experience of
Westfield’s older swimmers added
to the team’s success. The 13/14
boys, led by Phil Anton, Matthew
Blutfield, Brian Carr, Brian Corea,
Justin Lo and Nima Saghafi grabbed
eight top-10 finishes. Dan McGrory,
age 16, placed second in the 200 IM
and fourth in the 100-free. Alyson
Goodman, Michelle Jablons, Jasmine
Saghafi and Lauren Winchester were
all top placers in the girls 15/18
division.

Boosters Vote $25,000 to Fund
Weight Room at New Fieldhouse

WESTFIELD – During a meeting
on February 19, the Westfield School
Boosters Association voted to fully
fund the equipment for the weight
room in the new building being con-
structed at the Westfield High School
(WHS) football field on Rahway
Avenue. The room will be named in
honor of Vic Trzesniowski, an active
Booster who died one year ago and
who left his wife, Karen and two
boys, Adam, a football alumnus of
the high school and Brad, who cur-
rently is a linebacker with the WHS

football team.
Boosters President Leo Kane

stressed that the weight room was
coeducational and was to be avail-
able for all sports at the high school.

“We think this weight room will
really enhance all of the sport pro-
grams at Westfield High School. The
equipment will be state of the art and
available to all the students at a loca-
tion where it will get a lot of use,” he
said.

Athletic Director Ed Tranchina
made a presentation to the Boosters
at their meeting on February 5 with
specific recommendations as to the
equipment, which the athletic staff
felt would be the best fit for all the
sport programs. At the February 19
meeting, the Boosters adopted Coach
Tranchina’s recommendations.

The new building will also house a
women’s locker room, which is some-
thing that the female athletes have
not previously had at WHS. Coach
Tranchina told the Boosters how
impressed he was with the quality of
the locker room.

The Westfield School Boosters
Association is a 60-year old organi-
zation of volunteers who raise money
to support Westfield school teams
and to provide scholarships each year
to scholar athletes.

Westfield 7th Girls Stun
Branchburg, 33-23

The Westfield seventh grade Travel
Girls Basketball team defeated pre-
viously unbeaten Branchburg, 33-
23, on February 20 in the Tri-County
Basketball League, improving to 11-
2. Charlotte O’Leary and Nicole
Blackmon led the attack, scoring 10
points each while Liz Schoenbach
contributed six points.

Shannon Murray and Diane
Venezia posted 14 and 12 rebounds,
respectively. Nikki Bullock and Tara
Zierler played tenacious defense and
had five steals each. Amanda
Simmons and Kim Townsend were
also instrumental in the win.

‘Y’ Aquaducks Win
Regional Competition
WESTFIELD – The Westfield “Y”

Aquaducks synchronized swim se-
nior team took first place in the East-
ern Junior Zone Meet, held February
6-8 in Troy, New York. The
Aquaducks competed against 23
teams from all over the northeastern
United States, including New York,
Maryland and Pennsylvania.

Members of the senior team are
Jennifer Gagliotti, Rachel Goor and
Jamie Quale of Scotch Plains,
Brianne Lojo of Westfield, Rochelle
Ross of Staten Island and Emily
Terwelp of Plainfield.

In addition, other units of the
Westfield “Y” synchronized swim
team competed in duet, trio and solo
competitions. Quale, Logo and
Gagliotti earned fifth place with their
trio routine. The junior team placed
11th. Participation in the Zone Meet
required a qualifying score attained
in previous meets.

The Westfield “Y” synchronized
swim team is the only nationally
competitive team in the state of New
Jersey. The “Y” is located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield.

St. Helen’s 7th Boys Up
Hoops Record to 7-1
St. Helen’s 7th grade boys basket-

ball team remained in the hunt for a
Union County CYO playoff berth by
increasing their league record to 7-1.

In this past week’s action, St.
Helen’s destroyed St. Theresa’s of
Summit, 60-22, with Tommy
McManus scoring 13 points for his
season high. Spencer Cassidy chipped
in nine and Matt Isabella added eight.
Kyle Marsh played well in the middle
and Jimmy Reardon, Chris Sheehan,
Craig Dyer and Bret DeFazio each
added six in a well-balanced attack.

Earlier, St. Helen’s was out-manned
by a much bigger Elizabeth Port
Catholic squad, 68-46. Tony DiIorio
bucketed 11 point while Reardon
added nine and Isabella chipped in
with eight. Neil Amato punched in six
and played strong inside. St.

Helens split its final two regular-
season games in the OLP Varsity
League winning, 35-34, behind
DiIorio’s 12 points but then losing a,
36-30, heart beaker despite a strong
effort by James Hughes who led scor-
ing with 10 points while Reardon
added seven.

Union County Girls
Basketball Tourney:

FEBRUARY 19:
QUARTERFINALS:

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD 72, A. L.
JOHNSON 33

Maura Gillooly netted 21 points, three steals
and six rebounds for the top-seeded, 17-5 Raiders.
Hillary Klimowicz scored 13 points and pulled 10
rebounds. Jen Burke and Katie Feeley each had 10
points and Jen Russell sank seven points.

Johnson (17-5)   8   8   6 11 33
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 10 21 22 19 72

UNION CATHOLIC 35, CRANFORD 33
Ali Farawell put up 12 points and Ashley

Whittemore sank nine for the second-seeded, 14-
8 Vikings and Lauren Huber scored five points.

Cranford (10-11)   7   6   6 14 33
Union Catholic   8   7 10 10 35

LINDEN 32, ROSELLE CATHOLIC 30
Ashley Casimir netted nine points for the third-

seeded, 14-8 Linden Tigers and Amanda Sheehy
bucketed 11 points for the 13-9 Lions.

Roselle Catholic   9   2 11   8 30
Linden 11   0   8 13 32

RAHWAY 43, OAK KNOLL 34
Brittany Wright had 10 points and 10 rebounds

for the Rahway Indians and Courtney
Hubschmann scored 16 points for the Royals.

Oak Knoll (13-9)   6   8   7 13 34
Rahway (11-11)   8 12 10 13 43

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, February 24, 2004 the following ordi-
nance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER VII OF THE GEN-
ERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS ENTITLED “TRAF-
FIC”

was tabled and will be further considered
on March 9, 2004 at 8:00 p.m. in the Munici-
pal Building.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 2/26/04, The Times Fee: $17.34

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR CONTROL…Raider Andrew Loomis (275-lbs) gave it his all
against his P’burg opponent. In the earlier bout, Loomis wore down Mendham’s
John McNulty and showed him the lights in 3:34.
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cuit boards and more.  Design and
program your own robot.    Please
bring a lunch.

The program will be held at
Towne House in Green Forest Park
on Monday and Tuesday, April 5
and 6, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Regis-
tration is March 10 to March 26.
The fee is $110 per person.

Overnight Trips:
Essex, Ct.-June 25 and 26.

$275.00 per person based on double
occupancy, $315.00 based on single.
$100 deposit due upon reservation.

New England Cruise - September
12-19. Inside Cabin - $1,025,  Out-
side Cabin - $1,250

Outside Cabin, Unobstructed
view - $1,450

Outside Cabin w/private balcony-
$1,650.  $250 deposit due upon
reservation.

Sugar Creek, Ohio – October 24-
27. $525 double occupancy, $735
single, and $465 triple.  $100 de-
posit due upon reservation.

Girls Softball Registration:
3rd-8th grades: Fee is $45 until
February 18.  Leagues will be
divided based on registration
numbers.   Season begins mid-
April and runs through June.
Games will be played on Town-
ship ballfields.

Scotch Plains Recreation Events
Conquer the Chaos:  Will be held

on Thursday, February 26, at the
Scotch Hills Country Club from 7 to
8:30 p.m.

Science Workshops (6-week pro-
gram): The program will cover dif-
ferent topics each week with take
home experiments.  Registration is
going well for this program that
will be held at Scotch Hills Country
Club on Wednesday, March 3, 10,
17, 24 from 3:34 to 4:45 p.m.  Fee is
$70 per person.

Spelling Bee: Saturday, March 6.
Spelling competition for children in
third, fourth and fifth grades.  Pro-
gram will consist of an elimination
contest for each grade level.  Prizes
will be awarded to winners and run-
ners-up in each grade.  The third
grade competition will begin at 9
a.m. followed by the fourth grade at
approx. 10:15 a.m. then the fifth
grade at approx. 11 a.m.  The pro-
gram will take place at the Park
Middle School auditorium.  Spon-
sored by the Junior Women’s Club.

The Smartest Weasel in the World
Science Workshop (1st-5th grade):
Weasel Robots-  The weasel has two
motors, a three-speed gear box and
two photo sensors.   It’s all yours to
make and keep.  Learn about gears,
sensors, electronic components, cir-

Nature Club to Hear Talk
On Butterflies of the Alps

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Greater
Watchung Nature Club will meet on
Tuesday, March 2, at 8 p.m. at the
courthouse of the Mountainside Mu-
nicipal Building, located on Route 22,
East, and New Providence Road. The
courthouse is the second building and
is best reached by entering right from
New Providence Road.

The program will feature Jim
Springer, a long-time member of the
North American Butterfly Associa-
tion, who will discuss the butterflies
of the Swiss and Turkish Alps.

Mr. Springer’s talk will compare the
flora and fauna of the European Alps in
Switzerland and the Pontic Alps in
Turkey, which are geographically iso-
lated but with common and not-so-
common butterflies of the region.

On Saturday, March 6, Laura
Gneiding will lead a full day trip to
Alpha Grasslands and Merrill Creek

Reservoir. Alpha offers easy viewing
of native grassland species, while
Merrill Creek hosts many migrating
waterfowl including Bald Eagles.

Participants will meet at the south
side parking lot of the Fanwood train
station, off South Avenue, for
carpooling at 8 a.m.

On Saturday, March 20, Pete
Axelrod will conduct a Great Swamp
and Woodcock Watch to view early
migrations at the swamp.

Group members will meet at 3 p.m.
at the Wildlife Observation Center
boardwalk parking lot, New Vernon/
Long Hill Road, Harding Township,
or at 5:30 p.m. at the Friends of Great
Swamp Bookstore and Gift Shop, 148
Pleasant Plains Road, Harding Town-
ship. For further information, please
call Pete at (908) 464-3933.

Guests are always welcome at Na-
ture Club meetings and on trips.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Lisa Barre-Quick,
Esq.; Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro &
Murphy; PO Box 112; 25 Independence
Boulevard; Liberty Corner, New Jersey
07938

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special legal counsel to handle various con-
fidential personnel matters within the town-
ship in which the township has a vested
interest.

DURATION: Until completion of same.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $7,500.00 billed

at the rate of $125.00 per hour plus usual
and reasonable costs of said action.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/26/04, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on De-
cember 17, 2003 granted approval to Peter
and Rena Pisauro for a deck on the property
at 193 LaGrande Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey being Block 60 Lot 20.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Peter and Rena Pisauro
193 LaGrande Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 2/26/04, The Times Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting
of the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, held in the Council Cham-
bers in the Municipal Building of said Town-
ship on Tuesday, February 24, 2004, there
was introduced, read for the first time, and
passed on such first reading, the following
ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER VII OF THE GEN-
ERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS ENTITLED “TRAF-
FIC”

Purpose: Establishing parking regulations
on Church Avenue - north side no stopping
or standing from its intersection with Forest
Road to its intersection with Park Avenue.

Time limit parking on south side – 2 hours
Mon. thru Sat. 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. from
the easterly sideline of Park Avenue to a
point 215 feet east there from.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, March 9, 2004 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, or any time and place to which a meeting
for the further consideration of such ordi-
nance shall from time to time be adjourned,
and all persons interested will be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning such
ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from the
office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/26/04, The Times Fee: $35.70

SCOTCH PLAINS — United
States Marine Corps Private First
Class Aaron Quade, a 2003 gradu-
ate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, recently completed 12
weeks of basic training at Marine
Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island,
S.C., designed to challenge new
Marine recruits both physically and
mentally.

Pfc. Quade and fellow recruits
began their training at 5 a.m. by
running three miles and performing
calisthenics. In addition to the physi-
cal conditioning program, they spent
numerous hours in classroom and
field assignments that included
learning first aid, uniform regula-
tions, combat water survival, marks-
manship, hand-to-hand combat and
assorted weapons training. They per-
formed close order drill and oper-

ated as a small infantry unit during
field training.

Recruits also received instruction
on the Marine Corps’ core values –
honor, courage and commitment –
and what the words mean in guiding
personal and professional conduct.

Pfc. Quade and fellow recruits
ended the training phase with The
Crucible, a 54-hour, team evolu-
tion culminating in a ceremony
during which recruits are presented
the Marine Corps Emblem, and ad-
dressed as “Marines” for the first
time in their careers.

Pfc. Aaron Quade Completes
Basic Training For Marines

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!
www.goleader.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday
March 8, 2004 in the Council Chambers at
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for variance from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

Brenda Aconfora, 314 Lansdowne Av-
enue, is seeking permission to construct a
second floor addition, contrary to the re-
quirements of Sections 11.06E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance.   Ordinance requires a side
yard set back of 15 feet – 10 feet is pro-
posed.

John and Patricia Colwell, 617 Lawrence
Avenue, is seeking permission to erect an
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 11.08E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a minimum side
yard setback of 10 feet. 6.54 feet is existing
and proposed.

Marla Hewitt, 762 Westfield Avenue, is
seeking permission to erect a one car ga-
rage contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tions 13.01G1b of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback for detached garage less than 500
square feet is 5 feet. Three feet is proposed
and existing.

Marc and Cynthia Plawker, 122 East
Dudley Avenue, is seeking permission to
erect a one- story addition, contrary to the
requirements of Section11.06E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a mini-
mum side yard setback of 15 feet.  12.6 feet
is existing and proposed.

Stuart Baker, 1001 Wychwood Road, is
seeking permission to erect a one-story
addition, contrary to the requirements of
Section11.06E7 and 13.02C2 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a mini-
mum rear yard set back of 35 feet. 18.5 feet
is proposed. Ordinance requires a rear yard
deck setback of 25 feet. 15 feet is proposed.

Walter and Gillean Dembiec, 520 Birch
Avenue, is seeking permission to erect an
addition, contrary to the requirements of
Section 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires maximum allow-
able building coverage of 20%. 20.9% is
proposed.

Theresa and Jeffrey Harris, 622 Dorian
Road, is seeking permission to erect a 2
story addition and deck contrary to the re-
quirements of Section 11.08E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance requires a side
yard set back of 10 feet. 8.4 feet is pro-
posed.

Rose Mathisen, 320 Ayliffe Avenue, is
seeking permission to erect an addition and
patio, contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion 11.08E5 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum street side
yard set back of 20 feet.  + 12.67 feet is

PUBLIC NOTICE
proposed and 12.67 feet is existing.

Gary Nikorak, 651 Maye Street, is seeking
permission to erect a porch contrary to the
requirements of Section 11.09E6 and
12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance.  Ordi-
nance requires a minimum side yard set
back of 10 feet. + 7.57 feet is proposed.
Ordinance requires a front yard set back of
17.44 feet.  + 10.77 feet is proposed.

Edward Dugan, 819 East Broad Street, is
seeking permission to install a circular drive-
way and parking area contrary to the require-
ments of Section 17.05A2 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
lot width of 80 feet for a circular driveway.
Existing lot width is 64.4 feet. Ordinance
allows a maximum driveway width of 24 feet.
Applicant proposes a 35 feet by 34 feet
parking area.

Richard and Carrie Mumford, 425 Birch
Avenue is seeking permission to erect a
second floor addition and pergola contrary
to the requirements of Section 11.08E6 and
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Ordi-
nance requires a side yard set back of 10
feet.  8 feet is existing and proposed. Ordi-
nance requires a maximum allowable build-
ing coverage of  20%.  21.3% is proposed

Nicholas and Christine Melone, 447
Everson Place, is seeking permission to
erect a front porch contrary to the require-
ments of Section 12.03D of the Land Use
Ordinance.  Ordinance requires a front yard
set back of 42 feet (EFYD).

Joseph and Ellen Oliveri, 226 Virginia
Street, is seeking permission to construct
additions; alter front porch by adding a roof
over the existing landing and construct a
handicap ramp in the side yard contrary to
the requirements of Sections 11.09E6,
12.03D, 12.04F1, and 12.04F3 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a mini-
mum side yard set back of 10 feet. Applicant
proposes 5.7 feet to the house and 4.2 feet
to the handicap ramp.  Ordinance requires a
front yard porch set back 26.5 feet (EFYD).
19.55 feet is proposed and existing. Ordi-
nance requires a maximum building cover-
age of 20%.  23% is proposed. Ordinance
requires a maximum coverage with porch of
24%.  24.4% is proposed.

Craig Rosenthal, 22 Faulkner Drive, is
seeking permission to erect an addition con-
trary to the requirements of Section12.03D
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a front yard set back of + 32 feet
(EFYD). Ordinance requires + 16.67 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from require-
ments may be sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Roseanne Peer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 2/26/04, The Leader Fee: $111.69

Town Engineering Dept. Should Take
Responsibility for Construction Problems
I have lived in my house and paid

taxes to this town since 1960. There have
been many severe winters during that
44-year span of time. Until last winter, I
have never had the problem that I am
now experiencing- and there are two
major ones.

First, the ice sheet that was referred to
by Joan Hurford (refer to letter to the
editor in the January 29 edition of The
Westfield Leader). During our harsh
winter months, this sheet not only spreads
out across the street in front of my house,
but also several feet up my driveway.
The only way I can leave my property is
to get into my car and drive – even if I am
only going to visit a neighbor a few
houses away. With the recent few days
of warmer weather, I was actually able
to chip away at the ice sheet and clear my
driveway. This has only added to my
distress. Water has seeped under the
asphalt on my driveway, as well as in the

street, turned into ice, heaved the asphalt
and is now sinking down. My driveway
is “popcorn” and will require a major
repair in the spring. My second problem
is the grading of the ground between my
house and my new neighbor’s house. It
is too high, much higher than the previ-
ous house. Before this house was built, I
never once experienced water in my
garage. I never once had water pooling
around my garage door. This is a year-
round problem when we have snow melt-
ing and heavy rains. Now, with the tem-
peratures dropping, the ice is again be-
ginning to form.

I am retired and living on a fixed
income. I am supposed to be enjoying
the leisure that I worked, until five years
ago, so hard to ensure. I do not have the
resources to continually repair my drive-
way because of an engineering faux pas
when permitting new construction. Fur-
thermore, I never thought I would have
to consider the possibility of having to
replace my garage door.

My questions are as follows: Why
wasn’t a proper survey of the entire
neighborhood done to discover the im-
pact new ordinances for sump pumps
emptying into the streets would have on
residents like me? Why is the grading of
the property around new construction
allowed to change? Why aren’t current
residents notified of the changes that are
going to occur when new construction is
approved?

But most important of all, what is
Westfield’s engineering department go-
ing to do to correct the damage to my
property and make sure that it won’t
happen again? Damage created by the
outright fact that new construction is
obviously more treasured by our current
administration than caring about the
people who have lived in and supported
Westfield for decades.

I look forward to hearing from you
with your solutions in the near future.

Helga Elliot
Westfield

Resident Praises Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad, Fire Department

On your pages you often print praise
for the Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad, the Westfield Fire Department
and the Westfield Police Department.

Please add my experience of last De-
cember.

Very briefly: After trying for fourteen
hours or more to reach the telephone, I
finally did so and tapped in 9-1-1. The
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad ar-
rived within a few minutes. They skill-
fully checked for broken bones, found
non and lifted me from the floor.

One of the squad members looked
very young. Are you in school? He nod-
ded and responded quietly, “I’m a se-
nior…”

Here it was a Saturday night and
midnight and a Westfield High School

teenager was working with the town’s
rescue squad. Wonderful!

Days later, I was recounting the expe-
rience to a Westfield fireman who had
come with his company to drain and
check for safety a flooded cellar. The
fireman listened intently to my praise for
the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad.
The he added with emphasis in his voice,
“Yes! And they are all volunteers.”

Thank you, Westfield Volunteer Res-
cue Squad.

Thank you, Westfield Fire Depart-
ment.

Thank you, Westfield Police officers.
Thank you, people of Westfield for

providing these safeguards and for sup-
porting all the fine men and women who
are there ready to help us.

Merlin Maire DePauw
Westfield

More Letters to the Editor

Non-Sports Fan
Concerned Over

Possible Price Increase
I noted with interest that the Yankees

have signed another multi-million dol-
lar player. This is their right as a for
profit business. However, this also prob-
ably means that our cost for cable TV
service is about to go up again. They will
more than likely pass this along with
increased fees for the YES network.

I am not a sports fan. I do not watch
the YES network. Why should I have to
pay for it? Comcast needs to immedi-
ately change its line up and include YES
as a premium channel.

If everyone that read this letter and
agreed with my concerns wrote to
Comcast, there is a good chance that this
change would be implemented. Comcast,
P.O. Box 1809, Union, New Jersey
07083.

Vincent DeLisi
Scotch Plains

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed
bids will be received by the Borough of
Fanwood (“Fanwood”) for the CONSTRUC-
TION OF A  120 FEET SELF-SUPPORT-
ING LATTICE MUNICIPAL TOWER WITH
PUBLIC SAFETY ANTENNAS, and all work
incidental thereto, and such bids shall be
received, opened and read in public at the
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, on MARCH 12, 2004
at 10:30 A.M., local prevailing time.  After
the proposals have been opened, they will
be reviewed and examined by Fanwood or
its representatives, the results will be made
public, but until the actual award and execu-
tion of a contract, Fanwood reserves its right
to reject all proposals.

Complete sets of the bid documents for
the proposed work are on file in the Office of
the Borough Clerk at Fanwood’s Municipal
Building, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, and may be exam-
ined Monday through Friday between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., except
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays.  Copies
may be obtained by prospective bidders
upon application to the Borough Clerk on
MARCH 1, 2004 and payment of a non-
refundable fee of $40.00.

Bids must be submitted by the date and
time provided above; on the standard pro-
posal forms provided, in the manner desig-
nated in the bid documents and required by
the specifications; must be enclosed in a
sealed envelope bearing the name and ad-
dress of the bidder, addressed to the Bor-
ough Clerk of Fanwood, with the words
“PROPOSAL FOR CONSTRUCTION OF
MUNICIPAL TOWER” placed on the out-
side of the envelope in the lower left-hand
corner; and must be accompanied by either
a certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond drawn to the order of Fanwood for not
less than ten (10%) percent of the amount of
the bid, but not in excess of Twenty Thou-
sand ($20,000) Dollars except as otherwise
provided by N.J.S.A. 40A:11-21.

All spaces on the forms to be com-
pleted by the bidder must be completed.
If a space or the answer to a question is
not applicable, the bidder must indicate
such with the notation “Not Applicable”.
Fanwood reserves the right to reject any
bid for failure to provide any informa-
tion requested or to indicate “Not Appli-
cable”.

No bid may be withdrawn after sixty (60)
days of the date specified for the opening  of
bids except as provided for in N.J.S.A.
40A:11-24.  Bidders are required to comply
with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31
et seq. (L. 1975, c. 127).

The specifications may contain a com-
plete set of bidding and contract forms.  If
so, they are for the convenience of bidders
and are not to be detached from the speci-
fications or filled out or executed.  Separate
copies of the “bid” proposal and other sub-
mittals will be furnished for that purpose in
duplicate, one to be submitted with each bid
and one to be retained by the bidder for his
(its) records.

The right is reserved by Fanwood to reject
any or all bids if deemed to be in the interest
of Fanwood to do so, to waive any informali-
ties in the bids received and to accept the
lowest responsible bid.

Any prospective bidder who wishes to
challenge a bid specification or any aspect
of the bidding process shall file such chal-
lenges in writing with the Borough Clerk of
the Borough of Fanwood no less than three
business days prior to date specified in this
notice for the opening of the bids.  Chal-
lenges filed after that time shall be consid-
ered void and having no impact on Fanwood
or the award of a contract.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

Borough of Fanwood
1 T - 2/26/04, The Times Fee: $76.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey on Monday,
March 15, 2004* at 10:00 a.m. prevailing
time for the following:

UNIFORMS FOR THE
WESTFIELD POLICE DE-
PARTMENT

Proposals must be delivered at the place
and before the hour mentioned in a sealed
envelope marked “Uniforms for the Westfield
Police Department” bearing the name and
address of the bidder, addressed to the
Town of Westfield, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, and must be in the
office of the Clerk on or before the hour
named.

Bids must be accompanied by a proposal
guarantee in the form of a certified check,
cashier’s check or bid bond in an amount of
10% of the total bid, payable to the Town of
Westfield.  Each proposal must be accom-
panied by a surety company certification
stating that the said Surety Company will
provide the bidder with the required perfor-
mance bond in the full amount to be con-
tracted.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 pl 1975 supple-
ment for the law against discrimination (Af-
firmative Action).  Bidders statement of
ownership, as required by Chapter 33 of the
Public Laws of 1977, must be submitted
with all bids.

Specifications and proposal forms must
be examined and picked up at the office of
the Purchasing Agent, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, Mon-
day through Friday between the hours of
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

The Mayor and Council reserve the right
to reject any and all bids, also waive any
informality if it is deemed advisable so to do.
1 T - 2/26/04, The Leader Fee: $40.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Mon-
day, March 8, 2004 in Council Chambers at
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for variance from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

James and John Caldora, 143, 147
Elmer Street and 311 Lenox Avenue,
Block 3108, Lots 18, 19, 20 seeking pre-
liminary and final major site plan approval
with C & D variances. The applicants are
seeking to demolish the four (4) existing
structures on the property and consolidate
same as a single parcel and develop this
property with residential apartments. Appli-
cants are seeking variances from the follow-
ing:

LIST OF NEW C.40:55D-70c and d
VARIANCES REQUIRED:

Section 11.28 A & D of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance does not permit multi
families.

Section 11.28 E1 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Front yard setback proposed is 10
feet. Ordinance requires the estimated front
yard depth, which is 29.7 feet.

Section 11.28 E1 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Minimum street side yard for corner
lot setback proposed is 9.8 feet. Ordinance
requires 20 feet.

Section 11.28 E5 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Maximum allowable coverage of
buildings proposed is 56.5%. Ordinance
allows 30%.

Section 11.28 E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Maximum coverage of all improve-
ments proposed is 81.5%. Ordinance al-
lows 70%.

Section 16.04 A3, A5 and D2 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Street number sign vertical
dimension proposed 9 inches. Ordinance
allows 4 inches. Only street number(s) are
permitted. Street name and number are
proposed. Maximum allowable area of such
sign is 1 square foot - 4.31 square feet is
proposed.

Section 11.28 G1 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Maximum residential floor area pro-
posed is 100%. Ordinance allows 2/3 total
habitable floor area.

Section 17.02 C1b of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Required number of parking spaces
proposed is 21. Ordinance requires 28.

Section 12.0 C7 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Fences shall not exceed four feet in
height when located in the front yard - 6 feet
is proposed.

Section 17.07 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Curbing proposed is concrete. Ordinance
requires granite.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:3- a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Roseanne Peer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 2/26/04, The Leader Fee: $63.24

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, held in the Council Chambers in the Municipal Building of said Township on
Tuesday, February 24, 2004, there was introduced, read for the first time, and passed on
such first reading, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 13-01 ADOPTED JUNE 12,
2001 ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND WAGES FOR MUNICIPAL EMPLOY-
EES

Purpose: Establishing salary or compensation or wage range for Certain officials, officers,
and employees:

Salary or Wage Range
for Classification

Chief Financial Officer (CFO) and
    Director of Finance $80,000 - $120,000 per annum
Township Attorney $50,000 - $90,000 per annum
Director of Parks and Recreation $60,000 - $88,000 per anum
Assistant Township Attorney $30,000 - $50,000 per annum
Principal Librarian $50,000 - 65,000 per annum
Librarian $35,000 - $52,000 per annum

A public hearing for same will be held on Tuesday, March 9, 2004 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any time and place to which a meeting for
the further consideration of such ordinance shall from time to time be adjourned, and all
persons interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday by any member of the general public who wants a copy of same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/26/04, The Times Fee: $52.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Employment Prac-
tices Solutions; 57 Union Place, Suite
207; Summit, New Jersey 07901

NATURE OF SERVICE: To travel and
attend meeting with attorneys and to travel to
court and testify regarding various employ-
ment policy practices within certain town-
ship departments.

DURATION: Until completion of same.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $1,350.00 billed

at the rate of $225.00 per hour.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/26/04, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: James L. Plosia, Esq.;
Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro &
Murphy; PO Box 112; 25 Independence
Boulevard; Liberty Corner, New Jersey
07938

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special legal counsel to handle various con-
fidential personnel matters within the town-
ship in which the township has a vested
interest (C/S).

DURATION: Until completion of same.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $10,000.00

billed at the rate of $125.00 per hour plus
usual and reasonable costs of said action.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/26/04, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Howard P. Davis,
Esq.; 440 Sylvan Avenue; Englewood,
New Jersey 07632

NATURE OF SERVICE: To provide legal
counsel for representation regarding con-
tractual and environmental issues in relation
to the sale and development of real property
commonly referred to as the “Broadway
Tract” in the Township of Scotch Plains.

DURATION: Until completion of same.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $5,024.00 billed

at the rate of $225.00 per hour plus usual
and reasonable costs of said action.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/26/04, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: James L. Plosia, Esq.;
Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro &
Murphy; PO Box 112; 25 Independence
Boulevard; Liberty Corner, New Jersey
07938

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special legal counsel to handle an internal
investigation within the township in which
the township has a vested interest (B/D/P).

DURATION: Until completion of same.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $5,000.00 billed

at the rate of $125.00 per hour plus usual
and reasonable costs of said action.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/26/04, The Times Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: ALVIN L. ROBISON, Deceased
Pursuant to the order of James S. LaCorte,

Surrogate of the County of Union, made on
the 20TH day of FEBRUARY, A.D. 2004,
upon the application of the undersigned, as
EXECUTOR of the estate of said deceased,
notice is hereby given to the creditors of said
deceased to exhibit to the subscriber under
oath or affirmation their claims and de-
mands against the estate of said deceased
within six months from the date of said
order.

BARBARA D. KELLOGG
EXECUTOR

ATTORNEYS
NICHOLS, THOMSON, PEEK &
PHELAN
210 ORCHARD STREET
PO BOX 2038
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07091
1 T - 2/26/04, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on MON-
DAY, MARCH 8, 2004, at 8:00 p.m. in
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue to
hear the Preliminary and Final Site Plan
application for A. DeLuca paving, LLC, for 1
Lindsey Avenue, Block 6801, Lot 43 located
in the M-1 Industrial Zone which proposes
the construction of a contractor’s storage
garage and the improvement of Lindsey
Avenue. The following variance is requested
by the applicant:

Section 23-2.3b-Regulations appli-
cable to all Zones

“Every principal building, except
townhouses and garden apartment struc-
tures, shall be built upon a lot with frontage
upon a public street improved to meet the
township’s requirements...”

The applicant’s improvements proposed
for Lindsey Avenue do not meet the
township’s standards.

The applicant will seek any other vari-
ances or waivers deemed necessary,

All interested persons may be present
and heard. The file pertaining to this appli-
cation is in the Office of the Planning Board
and is available for public inspection during
regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 2/26/04, The Times Fee: $31.11

Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events
Daddy-Daughter Dance: Our

Annual Dance will be held on Fri-
day, April 30 at The Westwood
from 6:30-9:30 p.m. for grades Kin-
dergarten through 6 Grade.  The
evening will consist of a 5x7 fa-
ther/daughter photograph; hot buf-
fet dinner and dessert, disc jockey
to play the hottest tunes, and an
entire evening of dancing and fun!
Cost: $36/per person.

Yoga: Come experience HATA
Yoga, a unique mix of stretching to
release tension, eliminate stress,
and increase tone. Held Tuesdays
until March 23 from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. Fee: $52.  Community Room.
Bring your own mat.  Additional
days/times will be offered.

Teen Center: The Teen Center
will be open on select Friday eve-
nings during the school year from 7
to 11 p.m. for all high school stu-
dents.  The teen center is a safe and
enjoyable alternative and we hope
all high school students come check
it out! Located in the municipal
building.

The “Night Place”: This popular
program is offered to all resident
intermediate school youths. Held at
Edison Intermediate School from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Activities include
a Disc Jockey, food, games, movies
and dancing. The cost is $2 in ad-

vance and $3 at the door.  The dates
left for the coming school year are
as follows: March 19 and May 7.

Bill Cosby at NJPAC: Witness
comic genius, Bill Cosby and his
insight on family dynamics and
relationships! Held on Saturday,
March 6 at 4 p.m.  Bus departs
12:30 p.m. Cost: $50.

Sesame Street Live: Come see
Elmo, the Count, Cookie Monster,
Big Bird, Bert & Ernie and their
friends on stage Monday, April 12.
Bus departs at 9:30 a.m. Cost: $20.

Winter Consignment Ski Lift
Tickets: Think Snow! Discount lift
tickets are available for Camel-
back, Shawnee Mountain, Jack
Frost/Big Boulder,  Mountain
Creek, & Montage Mountain.

Memorial Pool News:  Registra-
tions are now being accepted from
last year’s pool members. On
Thursday April 15 at 7 a.m. in
person registration begins for
Westfield residents who were not
members last year.

Please register for the above pro-
grams in person at: The Westfield
Recreation Department-425 East
Broad St. Westfield.  Office: (908)
789-4080. Visit us online at:
westfieldnj.net/townhall/recreation
and at westfieldtoday.com/
ParksRecreation.

FURNITURE FOR SALE

Excellent set of Workbench
furniture for sale. Includes
computer desk, bookcase, chest
of drawers and file cabinet. Can
be sold together or separately.

 Also
Daybed with trundle
in good condition.

Call (908) 232-1620 for more info.

AUTO FOR SALE

1996 Black Chevy Cavalier coupe
Take possession April 1st.

Call (908) 232-1620
for more information.

SITUATION WANTED

Experienced live-in caregiver
for either children or elderly.

No driving.
Call (908) 233-1983

LEGAL SECTY/PARALEGAL

Small Westfield law firm seeks
legal secty/paralegal. Should
know WordPerfect 8 for Windows,
good communication skills.

Call (908) 232-2246
or fax to (908) 233-7674.

CHILDCARE WANTED

Seeking mature, resp. person to
sit 2 children (3 & 18mo) in my
Westfield home. M-F, 7:30-4, early
Mar - end of June. Fluent English,
exp, refs & transp required.
Contact Beth (908) 232-0229.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Scotch Plains Specialty Shop & Gift
Basket business. Candy, chocolates,
nuts and more. Lots of potential for
right person. Retail, internet &
corporate accounts. $20k firm takes
all. Call (908) 322-7388 for more info.

HELP WANTED

50+ companies need people to
assemble, paint, sew, embroider
or construct craft items for them.
For info, call 24 hr. (801) 428-4699.

AUTO FOR SALE

’96 Honda Civic lx 4dr sedan
One Owner, Blue, 4Cyl, 5Spd
Man. A/C, Pwr: Steer/Windows/
Locks, AM/FM Stereo, Alarm,
133,800Mi., $3,999 or B/O.

Call (908) 208-3500

ANTIQUES

All Ex. Cond. Dining Tables, Art
Deco-style oval with inlaid
mahogany banded edge, Dun.Fy.
pedestal legs, brass claws, pads-
$1300, must see. Walnut oval w/
carved butcher block legs-
$250.00. 2 dr. oak file cabinet w/
brass pulls-$75. Mahogany drop-
leaf coffee table w/brass claws-
$75. Oak crank telephone box-
$50. Brass/oak fire extinguisher
lamp-$50. Westfield (908) 456-1231.

ARE YOU A CAMP PERSON?

Did you go to sleep away? Are
you planning to send your kids?
PT opportunity for growing camp
referral service. Work from home:

(800) 443-6428

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,

IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$250.00/M

Call Lori (973) 397-3541

AUTO FOR SALE

95 Pontiac Grand Prix,
4-Door, Green, Low Mileage,

Excellent Condition.
Best Offer

Call (908) 665-2527

SELL YOUR STUFF ON eBAY

We Pick Up Your Merchandise &
Sell It On eBay! We create &
manage your auction to over 96
million people worldwide. Once
the item sells, we collect your
money from the winning bidder,
package & ship. You receive a
check within 10 days. It’s that
easy! www.dynamic-auctions.com.

(908) 315-0144.

HELP WANTED

Driver wanted for local deliveries.
Must have valid license and own
insured auto. Late AM. $7.50 hr.
Mileage reimbrsmt, tips.
Apply at HoneyBaked Ham,
1549 Route 22, Watchung.

MATH TUTOR

Ivy-level mathematics degree,
great results. SAT, calculus,
trigonmetry, algebra.

Joe (908) 781-0888

SAT VERBAL TUTORING

In-Home Small Group Verbal
Tutoring. 18 Years Experience.
Now Scheduling for May & June
SAT. (201) 339-9716 Evenings

EDUCATION

TEACHER - Head Teacher
Immediate, full-time position

temporary. BA a must.
Experienced preferred.

Call Cheryl @ (908) 518-0900

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: IRENE MATTHEWS, De-
ceased

Pursuant to the order of James S. LaCorte,
Surrogate of the County of Union, made on
the 20TH day of FEBRUARY, A.D. 2004,
upon the application of the undersigned, as
EXECUTOR of the estate of said deceased,
notice is hereby given to the creditors of said
deceased to exhibit to the subscriber under
oath or affirmation their claims and de-
mands against the estate of said deceased
within six months from the date of said
order.

ARTHUR J. MATTHEWS
EXECUTOR

ATTORNEY
RICHARD B. LIVINGSTON
505 MORRIS AVENUE
SUITE 206
SPRINGFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07081
1 T - 2/26/04, The Times Fee: $19.89

JOB OPPORTUNITY

MENINA - 27 East Broad Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 654-0358
Women’s Boutique is seeking full-
time employee with good fashion
sense & eye for detail. Call for Info.

ASTROLOGY
POWER CRYSTAL
Spiritual Advisor

Help on All Problems of Life.
(908) 789-8582

All Readings 1/2 Price with Ad
Avail. for Parties & Occasions
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Get Outta
The House

WF Community BWF Community BWF Community BWF Community BWF Community Bandandandandand
SSSSSeeks Areeks Areeks Areeks Areeks Area Mea Mea Mea Mea Musiciansusiciansusiciansusiciansusicians

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Band, under the di-
rection of Elias Zareva, is preparing
for their 2004 summer season of
concerts in Mindowaskin Park.

Present positions open within
the band include: tuba, trumpet,
and keyboard/percussion. Other
musicians are always invited to
inquire about alternate positions
and future openings.

For membership information,
please call (908) 647-3514.

The band will be performing in
their 92nd season of Thursday
evening, Summer Concerts in
Mindowaskin Park on June 17 and
24, July 1, 8 and 15. The Westfield
Community Band is sponsored by
the Westfield Recreation Depart-
ment, Bruce Kaufmann, Director.

Nelson and an ensemble of 55 RIS
students will join Max in making Big
a sell-out surprise.

Later in the month, the 50s and 60s
will come back into fashion as Edison
Intermediate School students and the
Edison Theater Guild present Bye-Bye

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Pen & Ink: Oh, the Places You’ll Go for Arts This March

NNNNNorma in Concerorma in Concerorma in Concerorma in Concerorma in Concert t t t t SSSSSetetetetet
BBBBBy Oy Oy Oy Oy Opera at Fpera at Fpera at Fpera at Fpera at Florhamlorhamlorhamlorhamlorham

MORRISTMORRISTMORRISTMORRISTMORRISTOOOOOWN WN WN WN WN — Opera at
Florham, a professional opera com-
pany in residence at Fairleigh
Dickinson University (FDU), will
present Vincenzo Bellini’s Norma
in Concert on Sunday afternoon,
February 29, at The Community
Theatre, 100 South Street in
Morristown.

Tickets, which range from $20
to $35 for general admission and
$10 for students, may be obtained
by calling (973) 539-8008. Prices
include the 2 p.m. opera commen-
tary by FDU Professor Richard
Kopp and the libretto. The perfor-
mance will commence at 3 p.m.

The production will feature
Thomas Carlo Bo, Artistic Direc-
tor of Opera at Florham and Con-
ductor, dramatic soprano Joanna
Porackova as Norma, mezzo-so-
prano Nina Lorcini as Adalgisa,
tenor Drew Slatton as Pollione,
and Summit Chorale Music Di-
rector, Garyth Nair.

MMMMMid-Did-Did-Did-Did-Day May May May May Musicalesusicalesusicalesusicalesusicales
Continues on MContinues on MContinues on MContinues on MContinues on Marararararch 3ch 3ch 3ch 3ch 3

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The First
Congregational Church of
Westfield, 125 Elmer Street, an-
nounced the continuation of their
Mid-Day Musicales series at noon
on March 3, with a concert by the
East River Ensemble.

This group, comprised of Chi-
nese musicians playing traditional
Chinese instruments, is in the midst
of an East Coast tour, and includes
virtuosi on the yangquin, erhu,
dizi, pipa, ruan, sheng, and sona.

This half-hour concert is free,
and is followed by a soup and
sandwich luncheon available in
the church social hall for $5.

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gather the family together for
RRRRReeveeveeveeveeves-Res-Res-Res-Res-Reed Arboreed Arboreed Arboreed Arboreed Arboretumetumetumetumetum’’’’’sssss MMMMMapleapleapleapleaple
SSSSSugaringugaringugaringugaringugaring on February 28. You will
learn how to identify and tap a sugar
maple tree, and watch the sap boil
down to syrup. Of course, there will be
an opportunity for the ultimate taste
test. Hot cider, coffee and donuts will
be served, and a pancake breakfast is
available for an additional fee. The
arboretum is located at 165 Hobart
Avenue in Summit. Admission to this
event is $5/adult, $3/child, and pre-
registration is required. Call them at
(908) 273-8787.

* * * * * * *
Local artists who would like to par-

ticipate in the annual ArArArArArt in t in t in t in t in WWWWWestfieldestfieldestfieldestfieldestfield
SSSSSideideideideidewalk Arwalk Arwalk Arwalk Arwalk Art St St St St Shohohohohow and Sw and Sw and Sw and Sw and Salealealealeale, which
will be held this year on Saturday, May
8, are invited to submit their applica-
tions by calling (908) 233-3021 or
(908) 789-9444. Whether your me-
dium is oil, watercolor, acrylic and
mixed media, drawings, pastels, sculp-
ture, printmaking, or photography,
whether you are a member of the
Westfield Art Association or not, all
fine artists are welcome to present
their work for consideration. The show
will be judged and prizes awarded.

* * * * * * *
Clean SClean SClean SClean SClean Swwwwweepeepeepeepeep and MMMMMission Oission Oission Oission Oission Orga-rga-rga-rga-rga-

nizationnizationnizationnizationnization lovers will delight in this pro-
gram, HHHHHooooow to Conquer Clutter andw to Conquer Clutter andw to Conquer Clutter andw to Conquer Clutter andw to Conquer Clutter and
Chaos in 3 Easy SChaos in 3 Easy SChaos in 3 Easy SChaos in 3 Easy SChaos in 3 Easy Stepstepstepstepsteps. Local author
Jamie Novack has 13 years of experi-
ence in helping busy families bring
balance and harmony into their lives.
Who couldn’t use a bit more of that?
She will share some tips with you on
February 28 at 2 p.m., in the Scotch
Plains Library’s Community Room.
For more information, call the library
at (908) 322-5007.

* * * * * * *
The Cranford Public Library’s

FFFFFriends of the Librarriends of the Librarriends of the Librarriends of the Librarriends of the Library My My My My Mid-Wid-Wid-Wid-Wid-Win-in-in-in-in-
ter Uter Uter Uter Uter Used Book Ssed Book Ssed Book Ssed Book Ssed Book Salealealealeale will take place
on Friday, February 27, from noon to
4:45 p.m., and on February 28 from
10:15 a.m. until 4:45 p.m. Find some
great reading material for the rest of
this cold season, while supporting
your local library. This one is at 224
Walnut Avenue.

My Take on ItMy Take on ItMy Take on ItMy Take on ItMy Take on It
With Kerrianne Spellman CortWith Kerrianne Spellman CortWith Kerrianne Spellman CortWith Kerrianne Spellman CortWith Kerrianne Spellman Cort

Birdie. Everyone swoons when a cool
Elvis-type dude comes on the scene, but
his biggest admirer is the mayor’s daugh-
ter (not Mayor McDermott’s daughter).
Students Kelly Braun, Mia Pafumi, Ashley
Freudenheim and Michael Tarnofsky will
engage the audience in an evening of

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good
• Four Popcorns, Excellent

OOOOOscars: scars: scars: scars: scars: Another DAnother DAnother DAnother DAnother Dogged Aogged Aogged Aogged Aogged Attemptttemptttemptttemptttempt

Muffin, the Yorkshire terrier who tradi-
tionally oversees my Oscar predictions,
will be 12 on March 27. This makes him
78 in dog years by the latest calculation.
While opinionated as ever, these days
Muffin takes things a bit slower.

While always an iconoclast, Muffin pre-
fers doing things his own way. This became
evident last week, when I was beset with the
uncomfortable annual task of soliciting his
aid in handicapping the Oscars.

He’s pretty good at it. And aside from
the time just before the Academy Awards
a few years ago, when we were kidnapped
by aliens and met Elvis, his winning per-
centage has been strong. Knowing this,
he’s always enjoyed having a bit of sport
with me. I beseech while he points out
poor performance and imagined instances
of being ill-used, ultimately proving his
beneficence and my inadequacy.

Though his back was to me when I
walked in the den, Muffin asked, “So, it’s
that time of the year again, is it?”

“How did you know the purpose of my
visit. What if I was just planning to take
you for a walk?”

“First of all,” Muffin responded, “I’ve
had my afternoon walk and we both know
it. Secondly, I happen to have a calendar,
too. You’re not the only movie buff in the
house. And in the third place, most of us
dogs possess the ability to, well, in your
parlance, to read minds. You’re here to get
my picks, like you’ve done for the past 12,
um, human years.”

“I know. I mean, I’ve always suspected
that you could read minds, but, well…”

“Precisely. What you’re trying to figure,”
Muffin interjected, “is, if we can read our
master’s mind, then why don’t we take
greater advantage of it? And the answer is,
because we’re not humans. That’s what you
would do. And that’s exactly why we’ve been
entrusted with the ability and you have not.”

Muffin then surprised me. There was
no ritualistic beg-a-thon this year. Instead,
before I could begin my usual cajoling, he
hopped off the chair, ran over to his doggie
bed in the corner, slipped a deft paw
underneath the cushion, and pulled out a
rather handsome binder. Emblazoned in
gold leaf, the cover read, “Academy
Awards.” He handed it to me.

As I took the unexpected gift, he said,
Mike, I decided not to stress you this year.
Putting you through the usual paces was
getting old. Besides, I felt I had something
to say this go-round.” Winking, he then
added, “You’ll see.”

With that, Muffin went to the closet,
donned a little trench coat, found a tweed
hat to match and headed for the door.

“Hey thanks,” I called after him.
Then, like all good dogs that can talk,

read minds, pick the Oscars and fight the
good fight for his fellow canine, he van-
ished in the night.

There was at least one more surprise in
store from Muffin. Absent-mindedly strum-
ming the pages of Oscar choices, I looked
forward to reading his “winners.” Opening
the volume, it seemed to be in essay form.
Under the category of Best Actor, Muffin
had Eli Wallach for The Good, the Bad and
the Ugly” (1966). Huh? 1966?

Just above that, he explained his picks:
“The Academy has unfinished business. I
cannot in good conscience begin to select

the new crop of winners. Not while injus-
tice prevails. The following picks are all
performances that have gone unsung by
the Academy.

I skipped down the page, glancing at the
various categories. “Boy am I in trouble,” was
the first thought that came to mind. Not
only was each pick at least 20 years old, but
in some cases he took the liberty of naming
more than one actor or film to a category. For
instance, exhorting reconsideration in the
Best Supporting Actor slot, he names three:
Melvyn Douglas for his role as “Bill Cole,
friend of the family,” in Mr. Blandings
Builds his Dream House (1948); George
Rose for his portrayal of Harold the butler in
A New Leaf (1971), and John Carradine for
his performance as Casy the fallen preacher
in The Grapes of Wrath (1940).

Other picks in other categories, which
included Joan Blondell for her role as
Dorothy McGuire’s lighthearted, oft-mar-
ried sister in A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
(1945) as Best Supporting Actress; Jane
Fonda for her portrayal of Gloria in They
Shoot Horses, Don’t They (1969) as Best
Actress, and in an entirely new category
Muffin felt was long overdue — Best
Slightly Longer Than Cameo, but Not
Quite Supporting Role — he chose Lee
Strasberg for his interpretation of Hyman
Roth in The Godfather Part II (1974).
There were numerous others.

Muffin concluded by conferring an Hon-
orary Academy Award on Ted Turner and
Turner Classic Movies, for “saving and
showing all those great old flicks, when
every other ‘movie’ station merely alter-
nates between presentations of Rio Bravo
(1959) and Sleepless in Seattle (1993).

Following that, there was one page left in
the leather book. I slowly turned it, and
breathed a sigh of relief. It read: “Had you
going, huh? Have no fear. I don’t know about
you, but I take this man’s best friend stuff
pretty seriously. Therefore, culled from a
polling of Academy members’ dogs, here’s the
winners. Your favorite mind reader, Muffin.”

The picks read: Best Picture — The Lord
of the Rings: The Return of The King;
Actor — Sean Penn, Mystic River; Actress
— Charlize Theron, Monster; Supporting
Actor — Alec Baldwin, The Cooler; Sup-
porting Actress — Marcia Gay Harden,
Mystic River; Director —Clint Eastwood,
Mystic River; Foreign Film — The Barbar-
ian Invasions, Canada; Adapted Screenplay
—Gary Ross, Seabiscuit; Original Screen-
play —Sofia Coppola, Lost in Translation;
Animated Feature Film — Finding Nemo;
Art Direction —Master and Commander:
The Far Side of The World; Cinematogra-
phy — Seabiscuit; Sound Mixing — Mas-
ter and Commander: The Far Side of The
World; Sound Editing — Master and Com-
mander: The Far Side of The World; Origi-
nal Score: Finding Nemo-Thomas
Newman; Original Song – “Scarlet Tide,”
from Cold Mountain; Costume —
Seabiscuit; Documentary Feature — The
Fog of War; Documentary Short Subject
— Chernobyl Heart; Film Editing —Mas-
ter and Commander: The Far Side of the
World; Makeup —Pirates of the Carib-
bean: The Curse of the Black Pearl; Ani-
mated Short Film —Boundin; Live Action
Short Film — Die Rote Jacke (The Red
Jacket) and Visual Effects — The Lord of
the Rings: The Return of the King.

NJPNJPNJPNJPNJPAAAAAC, C, C, C, C, WYAWYAWYAWYAWYACT to HCT to HCT to HCT to HCT to Holdoldoldoldold
Anything GAnything GAnything GAnything GAnything Goes oes oes oes oes AAAAAuditionsuditionsuditionsuditionsuditions

NENENENENEWWWWWARK ARK ARK ARK ARK — The New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center (NJPAC) Sum-
mer Musical Program and the Westfield
Young Artists’ Cooperative Theatre
(WYACT) will present the musical,
Anything Goes, premiering in
NJPAC’s Victoria Theater on Friday,
July 16, and running there through
Saturday, July 25.

Following its NJPAC engagement,
Anything Goes will tour to the
Algonquin Arts Theater (AAT) in
Manasquan, from Friday, July 30, to
Sunday, August 8.

With a 45-member cast and a 25-
member orchestra consisting entirely
of New Jersey youth, Anything Goes
will be WYACT’s first show to feature
tap-dancing.

Past NJPAC/WYACT Summer Mu-
sical productions include Carousel,
Oliver!, Once On This Island,
Brigadoon, South Pacific, and last
summer’s production of West Side
Story, which earned WYACT the 2003
Music Theatre International Award of
Excellence.

Performers ages 14 to 21 with vocal
and dance training are invited to audi-
tion for Anything Goes.

Singing auditions will be held in
NJPAC’s Lucent Technologies Center
for Arts Education (Lucent Center),
24 Rector Street in Newark, during
the Young Artist Talent Search on
Saturday, March 27, by appointment.

The postmark deadline to apply for
the Young Artist Talent Search is Mon-
day, March 1. Applications are avail-
able by calling (973) 353-8009 or by
visiting www.njpac.org.

Other auditions include an open
call in Lucent Center on Saturday,
April 3, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and an
open call at AAT, 68 Abe Voorhees
Drive in Manasquan on Sunday, March
28, from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Dance (tap) callbacks will be at Lu-
cent Center on Saturday, April 3 at 7
p.m., with final callbacks on Saturday,
April 10. Auditionees are asked to
prepare a selection from a Broadway
musical and to bring sheet music for

that selection in the appropriate key,
along with a photo of themselves. An
accompanist will be provided.

According to Cynthia Meryl, Artis-
tic Director of WYACT, Anything
Goes was chosen because, “In a time
when Americans are worried about
foreign relations, war, and the cost of
living, won’t it be nice to go to the
theatre and see something just plain
silly.”

“Anything Goes is romantic and
rich with timeless Cole Porter melo-
dies, she added. “There are no deep,
hidden meanings. The show is just
plain fun.”

Philip Thomas, the Vice President
of Arts Education at NJPAC com-
mented, “NJPAC’s summer collabora-
tion with the Westfield Young Artists’
Cooperative Theatre has become an
annual highlight of the NJPAC sea-
son. We are delighted to again have the
opportunity to tour the production to
the AAT in Manasquan. The students
will be able to extend their learning
experience and share their talent with
South Jersey audiences.”

Fran Drew, Executive Director of
AAT commented, “In light of the
drastic budget cuts in education that
eliminate arts from the schools, the
opportunity for young people to par-
ticipate in Anything Goes is refresh-
ing. We are proud to be a partner in
this endeavor.”

For additional information about
auditions, please call WYACT at (908)
233-3200.

Tickets to Anything Goes will go on
sale April 12. To purchase tickets for
Anything Goes at NJPAC call the box
office at (888) GO-NJPAC. To pur-
chase tickets at the AAT call (732)
528-9211.

This program is made possible in
part by funds from the Turrell Fund,
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation,
Frank and Lydia Bergen Foundation/
Wachovia Trust, and New Jersey State
Council on the Arts/Department of
State, a Partner Agency of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts.

PPPPPhilip Rhilip Rhilip Rhilip Rhilip Rothothothothoth’’’’’s ‘s ‘s ‘s ‘s ‘The HThe HThe HThe HThe Human Suman Suman Suman Suman Staintaintaintaintain’’’’’
TTTTTo be Do be Do be Do be Do be Discussed at Ariscussed at Ariscussed at Ariscussed at Ariscussed at Area ea ea ea ea TTTTTempleempleempleempleemple
SPRINGFIELD SPRINGFIELD SPRINGFIELD SPRINGFIELD SPRINGFIELD – The Jewish Book

Discussion Group of Temple Sha’arey
Shalom in Springfield will meet on Tues-
day, March 16, at 7:30 p.m. to discuss
Philip Roth’s “The Human Stain.” The
public is invited to this free program.

Now in its third year, the group is
part of the temple’s adult education
program and meets on the third Tues-
day of alternate months. Members
engage in conversations of genres deal-
ing with Jewish issues and themes.

Guide questions, biographical in-
formation, critical reviews and analy-
ses, and articles by the featured au-
thors are included in the discourse.
Attendees also suggest literary selec-

tions for future meetings.
Susan Blinder, a member of the

temple and Professor of English at
Kean University, is the facilitator of
the group.

This past year, the group has dis-
cussed “The Amazing Adventures of
Kavalier and Clay” by Michael Chabon,
“Rosalind Franklin: The Dark Lady of
DNA” by Brenda Maddox, “The
Dante Club” by Matthew Pearl, and
“The Chosen” by Chaim Potok.

For more information on the book
discussion group or the March meet-
ing, please call Ms. Blinder through
the temple office at (973) 379-5387
and visit www.shaarey.org.

DDDDDeppeppeppeppepp’’’’’s SAs SAs SAs SAs SAG G G G G VVVVVictorictorictorictorictory Ovy Ovy Ovy Ovy Overerererer
OOOOOscar Fscar Fscar Fscar Fscar Favavavavaves es es es es WWWWWas Sas Sas Sas Sas Stunningtunningtunningtunningtunning

By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORTBy KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORTBy KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORTBy KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORTBy KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This past Sunday, February 22, The
10th Annual Screen Actors Guild (SAG)
Awards were presented live from Los
Angeles. Unlike the Golden Globes or
The Oscars, the SAG awards do not
have an Academy or a Hollywood For-
eign Press Association deciding who
goes home with a
statue, but rather the
winners are picked by
other actors.

All SAG members
in good standing, (my-
self included) are able
to vote for our favorite
fellow performers each
year. I love the SAG
awards. Time and
again, winners state in
their acceptance
speeches that they are
deeply honored to have
been chosen by their
peers.

In a brutal business,
it must actually be very
poignant to know that you have been
selected by other working actors who
would love to be in your shoes.

Like the Golden Globes, some in-
dustry insiders feel that what takes
place at the SAG awards is a good
indication of what is to come on Acad-
emy Award Sunday. However, this year
there were a lot of surprises.

The biggest surprise of the evening
was the Best Actor in a Motion Picture
award. Johnny Depp was the recipient
this year for his work in Pirates of the
Caribbean. A fine actor, Depp has re-
peatedly chosen interesting, slightly
quirky roles and he always does an
impeccable job. I really like him. How-
ever, up against such heavyweights as
Ben Kingsley, Bill Murray and Sean
Penn, the Depp win was a shocker.

Charlize Theron won for her amaz-
ing work in Monster, and rightly so. I’d
bet money that she will take home the
Oscar next weekend, and, as I said a few
weeks ago in an article for The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, she will win because she is

brilliant, not because she made herself
ugly for the film.

Tim Robbins won for his work in
Mystic River and I was happy that he
didn’t use his acceptance speech time as
a political platform. The only thing he
did state that bordered on the bureau-
cratic was to please try to bring film-
making back to America and thus keep

American actors work-
ing. Robbins was re-
ferring to the recent
trend of shooting
movies in Canada and
Australia to save
money and I agree
with him wholeheart-
edly.

The lovely Renee
Zellweger won for her
work in Cold Moun-
tain and I think she is
terrific. However, I
would have liked to
see little Keisha Castle-
Hughes win for Whale
Rider. That little girl
is simply outstanding.

The television categories were rather
predictable, but Keifer Sutherland’s win
over Martin Sheen, Peter Krause, Treat
Williams and Anthony LaPaglia was
interesting. Frances Conroy took home
this honor in the female category and I
was glad. Nothing against Allison
Janney, but she can decorate an entire
house with the statues she has received.
It was nice to see an underdog win.

HBO had a great night, winning
Best Drama and Best Comedy, Six Feet
Under and Sex and the City, respec-
tively. I think both of those wins prove
that television has come a long way.

I will be interested to see what happens
when the Oscars air this coming Sunday,
February 29. After that Granddaddy of
all Award Shows, actors can finally take a
breath and relax a bit until next year. The
female actors, I am sure, are probably
grateful that they can stop fasting and
doing relentless Pilates so that they can fit
into their Vera Wang gowns.

But, who cares? Carrie and Big are
back together again and all is well in the
world.

Johnny DeppJohnny DeppJohnny DeppJohnny DeppJohnny Depp

GUARANTEED TO BE A GUARANTEED TO BE A GUARANTEED TO BE A GUARANTEED TO BE A GUARANTEED TO BE A BIG BIG BIG BIG BIG HIT…Max Lazar will play the male lead role of Big Josh with Julian Seltzer as Young JoshHIT…Max Lazar will play the male lead role of Big Josh with Julian Seltzer as Young JoshHIT…Max Lazar will play the male lead role of Big Josh with Julian Seltzer as Young JoshHIT…Max Lazar will play the male lead role of Big Josh with Julian Seltzer as Young JoshHIT…Max Lazar will play the male lead role of Big Josh with Julian Seltzer as Young Josh
in Roosevelt Intermediate School’s production of in Roosevelt Intermediate School’s production of in Roosevelt Intermediate School’s production of in Roosevelt Intermediate School’s production of in Roosevelt Intermediate School’s production of Big. Big. Big. Big. Big. See the article/calendar below for details.See the article/calendar below for details.See the article/calendar below for details.See the article/calendar below for details.See the article/calendar below for details.
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WAA Program
green. Maybe she would use it for her
painting, she considered.

Would Matilda’s love for tulips turn
her away from the challenging land-
scape? Fear not. Almost effortlessly, with
marvelous detail, Matilda created one of
the most praised pieces of the day. It was
almost impossible to distinguish the
painting from the photograph.

Toward the end of the workshop,
Barbara commented on how it seems
that residents unabashedly adopted a
diverse approach to their pieces.

If the artists were given one common
object as their subject matter, she won-
dered how differently the artists would
perceive the item. This, in itself, would
be a challenging endeavor that The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times would encourage the
WAA to try in future workshops.

Extending their program one more
week to include the art of scratchboard,
the senior citizens will meet once more
in the facility’s Arts & Crafts Room to

discover a new creative skill.
WAA member Christine Parker en-

couraged the residents to begin search-
ing for black and white images to use
for inspiration for next Tuesday’s
project. While she modestly bowed
away from the title of “scratchboard
expert,” we have a feeling Christine
deserves the honor.

Therefore, The Leader/The Times
will also extend its coverage of the WAA
program for one more week in order to
report on the scratchboard challenge.

nostalgic music and mayhem. Supported
by a giant group of parents/volunteers, the
costumes will be eye-catching and T-shirts
with logos from the musical are available.

Leader/Times Theater Reviewer Susan
Dougherty will attend most of the high
school productions and submit reviews,
while Arts & Entertainment Editor Michelle
Le Poidevin will report from the Teen Arts
Festival and critique the WAA Salon 2004
show for upcoming editions.

PPPPPENCIL ENCIL ENCIL ENCIL ENCIL THIS IN:THIS IN:THIS IN:THIS IN:THIS IN:
Youth Art Month: Youth Art Month: Youth Art Month: Youth Art Month: Youth Art Month: Throughout the month ofThroughout the month ofThroughout the month ofThroughout the month ofThroughout the month of
March in the windows of downtown Westfield.March in the windows of downtown Westfield.March in the windows of downtown Westfield.March in the windows of downtown Westfield.March in the windows of downtown Westfield.
The celebration will begin in the WestfieldThe celebration will begin in the WestfieldThe celebration will begin in the WestfieldThe celebration will begin in the WestfieldThe celebration will begin in the Westfield
Municipal Building Rotunda, 425 East BroadMunicipal Building Rotunda, 425 East BroadMunicipal Building Rotunda, 425 East BroadMunicipal Building Rotunda, 425 East BroadMunicipal Building Rotunda, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield on March 4, 7 p.m. CallStreet, Westfield on March 4, 7 p.m. CallStreet, Westfield on March 4, 7 p.m. CallStreet, Westfield on March 4, 7 p.m. CallStreet, Westfield on March 4, 7 p.m. Call
(908) 789-4417 for more information.(908) 789-4417 for more information.(908) 789-4417 for more information.(908) 789-4417 for more information.(908) 789-4417 for more information.

Les Miserables:  Les Miserables:  Les Miserables:  Les Miserables:  Les Miserables:  March 19, 20, 26, andMarch 19, 20, 26, andMarch 19, 20, 26, andMarch 19, 20, 26, andMarch 19, 20, 26, and
27 at 8 p.m., or March 21 at 3 p.m.,27 at 8 p.m., or March 21 at 3 p.m.,27 at 8 p.m., or March 21 at 3 p.m.,27 at 8 p.m., or March 21 at 3 p.m.,27 at 8 p.m., or March 21 at 3 p.m.,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School au-Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School au-Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School au-Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School au-Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School au-
ditorium, 667 Westfield Road, Scotchditorium, 667 Westfield Road, Scotchditorium, 667 Westfield Road, Scotchditorium, 667 Westfield Road, Scotchditorium, 667 Westfield Road, Scotch
Plains.  Tickets are $10 for adults,  $6 forPlains.  Tickets are $10 for adults,  $6 forPlains.  Tickets are $10 for adults,  $6 forPlains.  Tickets are $10 for adults,  $6 forPlains.  Tickets are $10 for adults,  $6 for
students and senior cit izens.  Call  (908)students and senior cit izens.  Call  (908)students and senior cit izens.  Call  (908)students and senior cit izens.  Call  (908)students and senior cit izens.  Call  (908)
3 2 2 - 9 6 1 6  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .3 2 2 - 9 6 1 6  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .3 2 2 - 9 6 1 6  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .3 2 2 - 9 6 1 6  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .3 2 2 - 9 6 1 6  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

Evita: Evita: Evita: Evita: Evita: March 11 at 7 p.m., and March 12March 11 at 7 p.m., and March 12March 11 at 7 p.m., and March 12March 11 at 7 p.m., and March 12March 11 at 7 p.m., and March 12
and 13 at 8 p.m., Westfield High Schooland 13 at 8 p.m., Westfield High Schooland 13 at 8 p.m., Westfield High Schooland 13 at 8 p.m., Westfield High Schooland 13 at 8 p.m., Westfield High School
auditorium, 550 Dorian Road, Westfield.auditorium, 550 Dorian Road, Westfield.auditorium, 550 Dorian Road, Westfield.auditorium, 550 Dorian Road, Westfield.auditorium, 550 Dorian Road, Westfield.
Tickets are on sale. All seats are reserved.Tickets are on sale. All seats are reserved.Tickets are on sale. All seats are reserved.Tickets are on sale. All seats are reserved.Tickets are on sale. All seats are reserved.
Tickets are $8 for the March 11 perfor-Tickets are $8 for the March 11 perfor-Tickets are $8 for the March 11 perfor-Tickets are $8 for the March 11 perfor-Tickets are $8 for the March 11 perfor-
mance and $10 for the March 12 & 13mance and $10 for the March 12 & 13mance and $10 for the March 12 & 13mance and $10 for the March 12 & 13mance and $10 for the March 12 & 13
shows. Call (908) 789-4549 to reserve yourshows. Call (908) 789-4549 to reserve yourshows. Call (908) 789-4549 to reserve yourshows. Call (908) 789-4549 to reserve yourshows. Call (908) 789-4549 to reserve your
tickets and you will receive a call back fromtickets and you will receive a call back fromtickets and you will receive a call back fromtickets and you will receive a call back fromtickets and you will receive a call back from
the department confirming your tickets.the department confirming your tickets.the department confirming your tickets.the department confirming your tickets.the department confirming your tickets.

Union County 2004 Teen Arts Festival: Union County 2004 Teen Arts Festival: Union County 2004 Teen Arts Festival: Union County 2004 Teen Arts Festival: Union County 2004 Teen Arts Festival: March 18March 18March 18March 18March 18
and 19, Union County College Cranford Campus,and 19, Union County College Cranford Campus,and 19, Union County College Cranford Campus,and 19, Union County College Cranford Campus,and 19, Union County College Cranford Campus,
Commons Area, 1033 Springfield Avenue,Commons Area, 1033 Springfield Avenue,Commons Area, 1033 Springfield Avenue,Commons Area, 1033 Springfield Avenue,Commons Area, 1033 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford. For more information, please call theCranford. For more information, please call theCranford. For more information, please call theCranford. For more information, please call theCranford. For more information, please call the
Union County Division of Cultural and HeritageUnion County Division of Cultural and HeritageUnion County Division of Cultural and HeritageUnion County Division of Cultural and HeritageUnion County Division of Cultural and Heritage
Affiars at (908) 558-2550 or e-mail kleary@ucnj.org.Affiars at (908) 558-2550 or e-mail kleary@ucnj.org.Affiars at (908) 558-2550 or e-mail kleary@ucnj.org.Affiars at (908) 558-2550 or e-mail kleary@ucnj.org.Affiars at (908) 558-2550 or e-mail kleary@ucnj.org.

Big: Big: Big: Big: Big: March 5 and 6 at 7:30 p.m. and MarchMarch 5 and 6 at 7:30 p.m. and MarchMarch 5 and 6 at 7:30 p.m. and MarchMarch 5 and 6 at 7:30 p.m. and MarchMarch 5 and 6 at 7:30 p.m. and March
7 at 2 p.m., Roosevelt Intermediate School7 at 2 p.m., Roosevelt Intermediate School7 at 2 p.m., Roosevelt Intermediate School7 at 2 p.m., Roosevelt Intermediate School7 at 2 p.m., Roosevelt Intermediate School
auditorium, 301 Clark Street, Westfield.auditorium, 301 Clark Street, Westfield.auditorium, 301 Clark Street, Westfield.auditorium, 301 Clark Street, Westfield.auditorium, 301 Clark Street, Westfield.
For more information, please call DirectorFor more information, please call DirectorFor more information, please call DirectorFor more information, please call DirectorFor more information, please call Director
Taryn Glist at (908) 317-6730, extensionTaryn Glist at (908) 317-6730, extensionTaryn Glist at (908) 317-6730, extensionTaryn Glist at (908) 317-6730, extensionTaryn Glist at (908) 317-6730, extension
no. 4 or e-mail tglist@westfieldnj.com.no. 4 or e-mail tglist@westfieldnj.com.no. 4 or e-mail tglist@westfieldnj.com.no. 4 or e-mail tglist@westfieldnj.com.no. 4 or e-mail tglist@westfieldnj.com.

Bye-Bye Birdie: Bye-Bye Birdie: Bye-Bye Birdie: Bye-Bye Birdie: Bye-Bye Birdie: March 25 at 4 p.m., and MarchMarch 25 at 4 p.m., and MarchMarch 25 at 4 p.m., and MarchMarch 25 at 4 p.m., and MarchMarch 25 at 4 p.m., and March
26 and 27 at 7:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate26 and 27 at 7:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate26 and 27 at 7:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate26 and 27 at 7:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate26 and 27 at 7:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate
School’s Auditorium, 800 Rahway Avenue,School’s Auditorium, 800 Rahway Avenue,School’s Auditorium, 800 Rahway Avenue,School’s Auditorium, 800 Rahway Avenue,School’s Auditorium, 800 Rahway Avenue,
Westfield. Tickets will be sold for $8 on March 16Westfield. Tickets will be sold for $8 on March 16Westfield. Tickets will be sold for $8 on March 16Westfield. Tickets will be sold for $8 on March 16Westfield. Tickets will be sold for $8 on March 16
at 3 p.m. in the EIS Auditorium Lobby or for $10at 3 p.m. in the EIS Auditorium Lobby or for $10at 3 p.m. in the EIS Auditorium Lobby or for $10at 3 p.m. in the EIS Auditorium Lobby or for $10at 3 p.m. in the EIS Auditorium Lobby or for $10
at the door. For tickets or more information, callat the door. For tickets or more information, callat the door. For tickets or more information, callat the door. For tickets or more information, callat the door. For tickets or more information, call
Director Dr. David Shapiro at (908) 789-6134.Director Dr. David Shapiro at (908) 789-6134.Director Dr. David Shapiro at (908) 789-6134.Director Dr. David Shapiro at (908) 789-6134.Director Dr. David Shapiro at (908) 789-6134.

         Photo Courtesy of Fred Feiner, Children’s Specialized Hospital
FLOATING ON AIR…“Sailing Along” is by digital artist Rosalie Stern of BaskingFLOATING ON AIR…“Sailing Along” is by digital artist Rosalie Stern of BaskingFLOATING ON AIR…“Sailing Along” is by digital artist Rosalie Stern of BaskingFLOATING ON AIR…“Sailing Along” is by digital artist Rosalie Stern of BaskingFLOATING ON AIR…“Sailing Along” is by digital artist Rosalie Stern of Basking
Ridge. Children’s Specialized Hospital (CSH) will exhibit the work of Stern, floralRidge. Children’s Specialized Hospital (CSH) will exhibit the work of Stern, floralRidge. Children’s Specialized Hospital (CSH) will exhibit the work of Stern, floralRidge. Children’s Specialized Hospital (CSH) will exhibit the work of Stern, floralRidge. Children’s Specialized Hospital (CSH) will exhibit the work of Stern, floral
artist Joanna Thomas of Farmingdale and pencil artist Hedy Swartz of Staten Islandartist Joanna Thomas of Farmingdale and pencil artist Hedy Swartz of Staten Islandartist Joanna Thomas of Farmingdale and pencil artist Hedy Swartz of Staten Islandartist Joanna Thomas of Farmingdale and pencil artist Hedy Swartz of Staten Islandartist Joanna Thomas of Farmingdale and pencil artist Hedy Swartz of Staten Island
throughout the month of March. The Auxiliary at CSH sponsors these monthlythroughout the month of March. The Auxiliary at CSH sponsors these monthlythroughout the month of March. The Auxiliary at CSH sponsors these monthlythroughout the month of March. The Auxiliary at CSH sponsors these monthlythroughout the month of March. The Auxiliary at CSH sponsors these monthly
exhibits. All artwork is available for purchase with a portion of sales benefiting theexhibits. All artwork is available for purchase with a portion of sales benefiting theexhibits. All artwork is available for purchase with a portion of sales benefiting theexhibits. All artwork is available for purchase with a portion of sales benefiting theexhibits. All artwork is available for purchase with a portion of sales benefiting the
Auxiliary. Admission is free and exhibits can be viewed from 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.Auxiliary. Admission is free and exhibits can be viewed from 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.Auxiliary. Admission is free and exhibits can be viewed from 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.Auxiliary. Admission is free and exhibits can be viewed from 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.Auxiliary. Admission is free and exhibits can be viewed from 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
by entering through CSH’s East Wing entrance, 150 New Providence Road,by entering through CSH’s East Wing entrance, 150 New Providence Road,by entering through CSH’s East Wing entrance, 150 New Providence Road,by entering through CSH’s East Wing entrance, 150 New Providence Road,by entering through CSH’s East Wing entrance, 150 New Providence Road,
Mountainside. For information, please call (908) 233-3720, extension no. 5379.Mountainside. For information, please call (908) 233-3720, extension no. 5379.Mountainside. For information, please call (908) 233-3720, extension no. 5379.Mountainside. For information, please call (908) 233-3720, extension no. 5379.Mountainside. For information, please call (908) 233-3720, extension no. 5379.

       Photo by Matilda Reitman
IRISES FOR GRAM...IRISES FOR GRAM...IRISES FOR GRAM...IRISES FOR GRAM...IRISES FOR GRAM...Leader/TimesLeader/TimesLeader/TimesLeader/TimesLeader/Times
Arts & Entertainment Editor MichelleArts & Entertainment Editor MichelleArts & Entertainment Editor MichelleArts & Entertainment Editor MichelleArts & Entertainment Editor Michelle
Le Poidevin shows off her acrylic paint-Le Poidevin shows off her acrylic paint-Le Poidevin shows off her acrylic paint-Le Poidevin shows off her acrylic paint-Le Poidevin shows off her acrylic paint-
ing featuring japanese irises, which sheing featuring japanese irises, which sheing featuring japanese irises, which sheing featuring japanese irises, which sheing featuring japanese irises, which she
created for her grandmother.created for her grandmother.created for her grandmother.created for her grandmother.created for her grandmother.
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By MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This March, everywhere we turn, there will be an occasion to become
immersed in the arts. Indeed, this is a thrilling time – residents should allow
themselves to become overwhelmed by a calendar of activities. Intermediate
schools and high schools have dared to stage some of the most demanding
productions, teenagers hailing from every corner of Union County will
display their multi-media mas-
terpieces, and over 400 pieces of
art will embellish the store win-
dows in downtown Westfield all
month long.

Countless volunteers join the
Westfield Public Schools Fine
Arts Supervisor Dr. Linda King
in bringing paintings, drawings,
ceramics, painted furniture and
other lovely pieces to the mer-
chants’ windows as part of Na-
tional Youth Art Month 2004.
Some artwork is placed on ea-
sels, while others stand alone,
but be sure to look closely and
soak in the colors, content, tex-
tures and imaginative designs
put forth by the school district’s
youngest and oldest artists. The exhibition will start in the Westfield
Municipal Building’s rotunda on Thursday, March 4, at 7 p.m. Join me in
saluting these prodigies and their parents.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Repertory Theatre will undertake
Victor Hugo’s illustrious musical, Les Miserables, which closed on May 18,
2003 after a 16-year run on Broadway. A school-version of the show, with
casting restricted to amateurs, will debut on Friday, March 19.

“This is the first season that Les Miserables has been available in northern New
Jersey. Our exceptional cast includes eight singers who are all 2003 All-State
Chorus members selected by the New Jersey State Music Educators Association,
and nine are in the prestigious All-Eastern Honor Choir,” noted Laurie Wellman
Laurie Wellman, Choral Director of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools’
Music Department. We’re pretty sure tough, scowling Simon Cowell from
“American Idol” would even root for these vocalists.

Although Madonna and Antonio Banderas are not expected to reprise their
roles, impressive young actors like Jason Mesches, Ryan Leonard, Zal Spialter
and Chloe Zietounian will replace them and surely outdo them during Westfield
High School’s (WHS) production of Andrew Lloyd Weber’s Evita. Promised to
be not your average high school play, WHS drama guru Joseph Nierle has risen
to the occasion once again in presenting a rare production under a rigorous
schedule. Students from all grade levels at WHS will join the stars in bringing
down the house (without help from Steve Martin or Queen Latifah).

“This is a show I have wanted to do for a long time,” Nierle told The
Westfield Leader and The Times. He added that the actors and ensemble
include just the right group of kids for the production, and Music Director
William Mathews has a true love for Evita’s music.

While oodles of talent ooze from the Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
area, kids from Elizabeth, Hillside, Linden and other parts of the county also
have a lot to boast. Just stand in the middle of the Union County College
Commons during the Union County Teen Arts Festival on March 18 and 19,
and you will be enveloped by the students’ best work in all its glorious forms.
In many of the college’s classrooms, local artists are managing workshops to
help youngsters polish their skills and find new modes of inspiration. Over
3,000 pupils participate annually and visitors will surely leave the venue proud
of what the students have accomplished in the disciplines of art, music, writing,
dance and theater.

Before he earned a reputation of talking to volleyballs on a deserted
island, Tom Hanks’ career took off like a dart when he played Josh Baskin
in the movie Big. Roosevelt Intermediate School (RIS) eighth grader Max
Lazar will take Hanks’ role instead in the school’s spring musical, which
begins on March 5. Max will play a frustrated kid in the body of a 30-year-
old man who learns that it isn’t good to grow up to fast. Melanie Jackson,
Will Eisenberg, Amanda Garfinkel, Connor Jennings, Julian Seltzer, Greg

Continued on Page 17Continued on Page 17Continued on Page 17Continued on Page 17Continued on Page 17

SO MANY ARTS EVENTS...and a wholeSO MANY ARTS EVENTS...and a wholeSO MANY ARTS EVENTS...and a wholeSO MANY ARTS EVENTS...and a wholeSO MANY ARTS EVENTS...and a whole
month’s worth of time. Countless occasionsmonth’s worth of time. Countless occasionsmonth’s worth of time. Countless occasionsmonth’s worth of time. Countless occasionsmonth’s worth of time. Countless occasions
to attend arts events are available in March.to attend arts events are available in March.to attend arts events are available in March.to attend arts events are available in March.to attend arts events are available in March.
Why watch TV when the real entertain-Why watch TV when the real entertain-Why watch TV when the real entertain-Why watch TV when the real entertain-Why watch TV when the real entertain-
ment is at your local school or downtown?ment is at your local school or downtown?ment is at your local school or downtown?ment is at your local school or downtown?ment is at your local school or downtown?
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By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – In his first pub-
lished book, “It’s been Extraordi-
nary,” former Westfield resident
Allan Nixon features Westfield as
one of the settings.

The memoir includes his reflec-
tions of living on South Chestnut
Street during the 1930s, and his
attendance at Grant School, among
other references to Westfield.

“My favorite Westfield memory is
waking up every morning to the
same sound of the distant train
whistle,” Nixon commented recently.

Born in Jersey City, Nixon also
lived in Yonkers, N.Y. before return-
ing to Jersey City where he graduated
from Snyder High School. The au-
thor now resides in Binghamton, N.Y.

“It’s been Extraordinary” also
chronicles his time with the Army in

Europe during World War II where
he entertained the troops as a musi-
cian. Upon returning from the war,
he graduated from the Parson’s
School of Design and New York
University School of Education.

Nixon worked in the field of adver-
tising while attending graduate school
at New York University. Over the years,
he has worked as an art director, graphic
designer and creative director. He has
created advertisements and marketing
materials for ad agencies and manu-
facturing companies. He produced
political advertising for the Eisenhower
and Nixon political campaigns.

Nixon was also a professional mu-
sician for 15 years, playing saxo-
phone and clarinet, and leading
bands in and around Jersey City and
northern New Jersey.

During the late 50s and early 60s
Nixon wrote a freelance political

opinion column for a weekly local
newspaper in Hazlet, called the Bea-
con, and he has worked as a contrib-
uting editor for several small circula-
tion periodicals — including Church
& State and The Human Quest.

“I became a national expert on the
constitutional issue of separation of
church and state,” he explained.

He has also written articles on
educational legislative matters for
the New York state PTA Board of
Managers, as well as op-ed articles
for the local newspaper The
Binghamton Press & Sun-Bulletin
on various local and national politi-
cal issues — among other writings.

“It’s been Extraordinary” expands
upon Nixon’s socio-political theory
as much as it does his personal life.
His analysis of capitalism, socialism,
fascism and communism can be
found throughout the memoir.

CountyCountyCountyCountyCounty’’’’’s Es Es Es Es Enrichment Gnrichment Gnrichment Gnrichment Gnrichment Grant Hrant Hrant Hrant Hrant Hasasasasas
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By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FFFFFANWANWANWANWANWOOD OOD OOD OOD OOD — The adjunctive
therapies provide a non-traditional
method of healing and experience for
some groups, among them, children
with disabilities.

One benefit, according to the Ameri-
can Music Therapy Association, is that
these “interventions apply the inher-
ent order of music to set behavioral
expectations, provide reassurance, and
maintain structure for children with
special needs.”

Local resident Holly Pedicone has
teamed up with Ellen D’Amato of
Westfield to provide a very special
program for some very special kids.

With a $2,000 grant funded by the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, these two pro-
fessionals (Pedicone is a licensed clini-
cal social worker, and D’Amato is an
educational psychologist), are pro-
viding third through eighth graders
at Children’s Specialized Hospital
School with a Music Enrichment Pro-
gram.

The program, which began in 2002,
serves approximately 100 children with
disabilities, ranging from moderate to
severe, from Union County and the
surrounding area. The children are
sent to the school by the district from
the town in which they reside, in order
to meet their specialized needs.

Pedicone and D’Amato realized that
these children, more so than most,
had limited exposure to trained musi-
cians and real instruments. So, the
idea for the program evolved out of
their desire to see the students able to
listen, touch, and sense the beauty of the
musical experience, whether through a
children’s song or a classical piece.

The program, which occurs year-
round, is administered by The Subur-
ban Community Music Center in
Murray Hill, which supplies the five
professional musicians, who come from

a variety of backgrounds. Each month,
one musician visits several classrooms
filled with students who are, evidently,
extremely willing participants.

In the summer, family members are
invited to join the children in what

becomes a festive atmosphere of sing-
a-longs and performance pieces. Ac-
cording to Pedicone and D’Amato,
“The musicians are always pleasantly
surprised by how much the children
are affected by this process. They just
love coming here.”

Trumpet player Frank Hosticka cer-
tainly does. He is with New York
City’s Metropolitan Opera, and he
became involved after having per-
formed many concerts for kids. There
are none, it seems, that make quite
the emotional impact (on Hosticka)

that he feels when he brings his trum-
pet into these classrooms.

Although offering seven or eight classes
in one morning can be quite exhausting,
Hosticka told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, “It

MUSICAL IMPACT…Alexandra Kay, 6, from Westfield, listens to the musicMUSICAL IMPACT…Alexandra Kay, 6, from Westfield, listens to the musicMUSICAL IMPACT…Alexandra Kay, 6, from Westfield, listens to the musicMUSICAL IMPACT…Alexandra Kay, 6, from Westfield, listens to the musicMUSICAL IMPACT…Alexandra Kay, 6, from Westfield, listens to the music
produced by violinist Elzbieta Winnicki from the Suburban Community Music Center.produced by violinist Elzbieta Winnicki from the Suburban Community Music Center.produced by violinist Elzbieta Winnicki from the Suburban Community Music Center.produced by violinist Elzbieta Winnicki from the Suburban Community Music Center.produced by violinist Elzbieta Winnicki from the Suburban Community Music Center.
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By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD — Cranford resi-
dent Robert Tevis wants average, ev-
eryday shoppers to have the power
that comes from negotiation, and he
is ready to show them how to attain it.

In his book, “Keep Your Hands
Out of My
Pocket: Strate-
gies to Get
More For Your
Money,” Tevis
provides strat-
egies for nego-
tiating the pur-
chase of every-
thing from cars
to major appli-
ances to high
priced services.

According to the author, who holds
a Masters in Business Administration
from Fairleigh Dickinson University,
most people are intimidated by profes-
sional salespeople and lack the skills
necessary to negotiate a good deal on
their purchases.

“Professional sales people are
highly skilled. They have been taught
how to get consumers to part with
their money,” explained Tevis.
“Sometimes their techniques involve
intimidation of the customer. My
book provides negotiating techniques
that give the consumer the buying
power.”

In “Keep Your Hands Out of My
Pocket,” Tevis shows how common,
every day activities can be turned into
negotiating skills that all consumers
can use to their advantage. In develop-
ing his tactics, Tevis drew upon 23
years in the business world, including
working for such corporate giants as
IBM and Siemens.

While the main premise of “Keep
Your Hands Out of My Pocket” is
that everyone can learn to negotiate,
Tevis understands that not everyone
feels comfortable doing so. One chap-
ter of the book explores the various
fears that keep people from negotiat-
ing.

Tevis uses examples from real-life to

Robert TevisRobert TevisRobert TevisRobert TevisRobert Tevis

help his readers master the
art of negotiation. One of
his strategies is to question
sales people about price. He
suggests the consumer ask
why the price of the prod-
uct being purchased is so
expensive. Another way is
to ask for outright for a
discount.

Likewise, “Keep Your
Hands Out of My Pocket”
also explains the times in
the negotiation process when it is bet-
ter not to talk. Representative chapters
deal with avoiding major sales traps and
starting negotiations off at the right

Local StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal Stars
AMDA PAMDA PAMDA PAMDA PAMDA Prrrrrogram ogram ogram ogram ogram WWWWWelcomeselcomeselcomeselcomeselcomes
MMMMMichael Sichael Sichael Sichael Sichael Sherrherrherrherrherry of y of y of y of y of WWWWWestfieldestfieldestfieldestfieldestfield
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The American

Musical and Dramatic Academy
(AMDA) in New York City and Los
Angeles has revealed
that Michael Sherry
of Westfield High
School’s (WHS)
Class of 2004 has
been accepted into
the professional per-
forming arts program
for 2004-2005.

According to his
mother, Dolores
Sherry, Michael
would like to take his
talent to a Broadway
stage, and he has cho-
sen the New York City campus for
his studies in the AMDA’s Integrated
Program, which includes musical
theater, acting and dance instruc-
tion.

Out of the thousands of students
from the United States and around
the world applying to AMDA, ap-

proximately 800 students are ac-
cepted.

Michael is the Vice President of
the WHS Choir and
he will perform in
the school’s spring
production of Evita.
As a member of the
Little Opera Com-
pany of New Jersey,
Michael sang as one
of two priests in the
production of The
Magic Flute.

A member of sev-
eral clubs and orga-
nizations, Michael is
section leader in the

WHS Marching Band. In Novem-
ber, he received his Boy Scout Eagle
Award. He has also been a long-time
member of the Westfield Fife &
Drum Corps of which he is Fife
Sergeant.

Michael is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Sherry.

Michael SherryMichael SherryMichael SherryMichael SherryMichael Sherry

price.
There is much to be

learned from this concise
volume, which doesn’t re-
quire a degree in business
to comprehend. Tevis’
writing style is informal
and friendly, and is truly
geared to the average per-
son.

“Keep Your Hands Out
of My Pocket” belongs on
every home library’s refer-

ence shelf. Available in both hard cover
and soft cover, it can be purchased at
all area bookstores, including The Town
Book Store in Westfield.
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DIPPING IN…Westfield Senior Housing Corporation (WSHC) residents coated their brushes with rich acrylics on TuesdayDIPPING IN…Westfield Senior Housing Corporation (WSHC) residents coated their brushes with rich acrylics on TuesdayDIPPING IN…Westfield Senior Housing Corporation (WSHC) residents coated their brushes with rich acrylics on TuesdayDIPPING IN…Westfield Senior Housing Corporation (WSHC) residents coated their brushes with rich acrylics on TuesdayDIPPING IN…Westfield Senior Housing Corporation (WSHC) residents coated their brushes with rich acrylics on Tuesday
morning in the second to last workshop sponsored by the Westfield Art Association’s (WAA) Outreach Program. Pictured,morning in the second to last workshop sponsored by the Westfield Art Association’s (WAA) Outreach Program. Pictured,morning in the second to last workshop sponsored by the Westfield Art Association’s (WAA) Outreach Program. Pictured,morning in the second to last workshop sponsored by the Westfield Art Association’s (WAA) Outreach Program. Pictured,morning in the second to last workshop sponsored by the Westfield Art Association’s (WAA) Outreach Program. Pictured,
left to right, are: standing; WSHC Recreation Director Randi Kass, WAA members Barbara Zietchick, Jana Sage Petersonleft to right, are: standing; WSHC Recreation Director Randi Kass, WAA members Barbara Zietchick, Jana Sage Petersonleft to right, are: standing; WSHC Recreation Director Randi Kass, WAA members Barbara Zietchick, Jana Sage Petersonleft to right, are: standing; WSHC Recreation Director Randi Kass, WAA members Barbara Zietchick, Jana Sage Petersonleft to right, are: standing; WSHC Recreation Director Randi Kass, WAA members Barbara Zietchick, Jana Sage Peterson
and Mary Cho; and seated, WSHC residents Matilda Reitman, Laura Brewer and Mary Bemis.and Mary Cho; and seated, WSHC residents Matilda Reitman, Laura Brewer and Mary Bemis.and Mary Cho; and seated, WSHC residents Matilda Reitman, Laura Brewer and Mary Bemis.and Mary Cho; and seated, WSHC residents Matilda Reitman, Laura Brewer and Mary Bemis.and Mary Cho; and seated, WSHC residents Matilda Reitman, Laura Brewer and Mary Bemis.
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EXCELLENT TURNOUT…EXCELLENT TURNOUT…EXCELLENT TURNOUT…EXCELLENT TURNOUT…EXCELLENT TURNOUT…MatildaMatildaMatildaMatildaMatilda
Reitman’s depiction of a sidewalk café inReitman’s depiction of a sidewalk café inReitman’s depiction of a sidewalk café inReitman’s depiction of a sidewalk café inReitman’s depiction of a sidewalk café in
Greece was filled with detail and texture.Greece was filled with detail and texture.Greece was filled with detail and texture.Greece was filled with detail and texture.Greece was filled with detail and texture.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Modeling her
Mardi Gras beads, Mary Bemis handed
her canvas of textured flowers to Jana
Sage Peterson of the Westfield Art
Association (WAA) Outreach Program.

“Here, you have to look at from far
away,” Peterson told her, holding the
acrylic painting at a distance.

“I’m not so sure if I like it, though,”
surmised Mary, squinting her watch-
ful eyes.

But, as the end of the WAA work-
shop neared, the Westfield Senior
Housing Corporation (WSHC) resi-
dent realized she had indeed created a
pleasing work of art.

During last Tuesday morning’s ses-
sion, senior citizens dove into acrylic
painting, a fairly new medium for the

residents.
“Acrylics dry pretty quickly,” said

WAA member Barbara Zietchick.
“They are made of a type of polymer
plastic and they wash very easily in
water.”

“It’s very important to keep your
brushes clean because if you let your
brush dry with the paint on it, the
brush will be no good,” she added.

Also volunteering with the WAA,
Eileen Willoughby, told residents that
similar to other art forms, acrylics are
also forgiving in that “you can make or
add what you want and you can also
take away what you don’t like.”

As the residents thumbed through
magazines and gardening catalogs, Bar-
bara showed them the artwork of Brit-
ish abstract painter Howard Hodgkin
(1932-   ), who used broad strokes of
color to accomplish his paintings.

“There’s no good or bad, there’s just
you,” reminded Barbara before the
residents dipped into their paper plate
palettes.

Barbara had traveled to Cranbury to
purchase some of the supplies used
that morning, including Utrecht acryl-
ics. Brushes in all sizes and stretched
canvases were also supplied.

Resident Laura Brewer seemed to
capture Hodkin’s style best with the
wide, multi-colored ribbons of paint
she brushed onto her canvas. She an-
nounced the title of her painting,
“Strata Under Moon” with confidence.

Mary also applied some of Hodkin’s
technique, but instead of long, broad
strokes, she utilized shorter marks.
Bright green strokes framed her ar-
rangement of purple, magenta orange,
and yellow flowers.

Before the workshop, resident
Matilda Reitman tore a color photo-
graph of a sidewalk café in Greece
from a magazine, which included
bright orange, burnt umber and olive
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is a very rewarding moment for me.
They’re the best audience I’ve ever had,
and I’ve played around the world.”

Hosticka cannot explain one fasci-
nating observation. Maybe it’s the
genius of the mathematical nature of
the music, but every time he plays
Bach for the students, they are thor-
oughly entranced.

“There’s a real connect; they all
listen,” he said.

Imagine what a little Bach can do
for you.

Copies of Nixon’s book are avail-
able by calling Brundage Publish-
ing, (800) 723-6008, by visiting
www.brundagepublishing.com, or
by e-mail ing
itsbeenextraordinary@stny.rr.com.
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