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GW Borough Seeks Identity, Downtown
Renaissance With New Business Influx

Fire Breaks Out at St. Paul’s Church
During Severe Storm Last Week

By BENJAMIN B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Last Tuesday, July 27, Westfield
was hit with a big storm that caused
significant damage. This storm kept
the Westfield Fire and Police Depart-
ments busy with a high volume of
calls.

During the storm, the Westfield Fire
Department responded to a fire alarm
at St. Paul’s Church on East Broad
Street. Upon arrival there was a smoke
condition in the lobby. Westfield
firefighters quickly located the source
of the fire in the second floor of the
steeple above the vestibule.

Firefighters contained the fire to
the second floor before it could spread
to the roof.

Westfield Deputy Chief Daniel Kelly
said, “Firefighters made an aggressive
attack during adverse weather condi-
tions, containing the fire to the steeple.
And further, firefighters had to oper-
ate through a very narrow man-way to
the fire floor, which hampered access
to the fire floor.”

As a result of the fire, the steeple
suffered structural damage.

Cranford responded to back up the
Westfield firefighters in case of a
firefighter injury. There were no
firefighter injuries reported. While
Westfield and Cranford remained on
scene, Kenilworth and Springfield fire
departments covered headquarters.

The church has an ongoing restora-
tion project in progress, but the fire
was unrelated to the restoration pro-
cess. The cause of the fire appeared to

be electrical in nature.
The fire department received 17

flooding condition calls, five wire-
down and power outage calls, one
natural gas leak call and one water
rescue call. All the calls where re-
ceived between 4:30 and 8 p.m. Addi-
tional calls were received after 10
p.m.

The Westfield Fire Department re-
sponded to Crossway Place for the
water rescue call. Upon arrival, the
victim was removed from the hazard-

ous condition by Westfield Police
Department. The woman’s car be-
came disabled in the floodwaters
and Sergeant Matthew Cassidy of
the Westfield Police Department res-
cued the victim from the vehicle.
Police were at the scene for 20 min-
utes. Three other vehicles where
stranded at Crossway Place due to
the severe flooding.

Westfield Fire House Two also suf-
fered basement flooding and mini-
mal damage to back-up equipment.

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor’s Note: This is part six of a six-
part feature on the business centers in

our area that included Downtown

Westfield, Westfield’s South Avenue
Corridor, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,

Mountainside and Garwood.
*******

The tiny borough of Garwood
wishes to be seen as more than just a
conduit between Westfield and
Cranford. Garwood is actively seek-
ing a new identity, and strong busi-
nesses are providing a facelift to the
borough. Having new mainstays and
the right mix of stores figures to trans-
form the former ‘Westfield stepchild’
into a borough of its own.

Only three quarters of a square
mile in size, Garwood boasts a popu-
lation of just over 4,000. Historically,
according to www.garwoodnj.com,
the Borough of Garwood declared its
autonomy on February 25, 1903. Prior
to this, the town was part of Westfield
and Cranford. At the time of
Garwood’s independence, there were
75 houses and a population of ap-
proximately 400. The name Garwood,
which was applied to the settlement
some years before the incorporation
of the borough, was in honor of
Samuel Garwood, the first president
of the Garwood Land and Improve-
ment Company.

Today, empty factory lots are being
replaced by strip malls and bustling
businesses. The train station still pro-
vides the borough with a strong com-
muter crowd and remains a focal point
of the town.

“The economic development is only
a positive impact on our town and on
our tax base because the pieces of
property will bring in ratables,” said
Mayor Dennis McCarthy. “It’s a win-
win.”

Mayor McCarthy said the business
presence “dresses up the area” and gets
rid of the broken-down factories that
were there, replacing them with nice-
looking strip malls.

“The malls have a bank and some
eateries, pretty much a little bit of every-
thing,” he added. “The owner of [The
Garwood Mall] has been great. He’s
gone to great extents to bring in great
retailers. It was a very selective process
and the businesses are only doing well.”

Garwood now boasts its own Cham-
ber of Commerce, no longer associ-
ated with Westfield’s Chamber. Ex-
ecutive Director of the Westfield
Chamber of Commerce and Garwood
resident Alison O’Hara said the new

MS BOE Continues
Search For Principal
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By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation held a special meeting on
Wednesday, July 28, in order for
the board to approve the closing of
the books so that the auditor can
begin the process of doing the
books.

In other business, the search for
a new principal is underway and
the board has received 13 resumes
thus far. Interim Chief School Ad-
ministrator Walter Rusak said the
13 candidates will be narrowed
down to six. The six remaining
candidates will then be put into
groups of three and will be intro-
duced to a committee of parents
who will be able to meet and ques-
tion the candidates on their creden-

tials. They will then meet with the
board for 30 minutes and finish the
evening with a 30-minute test. Mr.
Rusak is hopeful that an offer will
be made this summer and that the
candidate for the position will be
introduced at the September board
meeting.

Mr. Rusak also said that the
NJASK test results will be discussed
at the September meeting. Parents
should receive individual results in
the mail as soon as they are avail-
able.

The board approved the resigna-
tion of Susan Hollerbach, the
Beechwood School nurse.

“We will miss her and appreciate
all the years of service she has given
this district,” Board President Peter

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

WF Renews
Liquor Lic.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s conference
meeting, the Westfield Town Council
discussed the renewal of a pocketed
liquor license.

The license formerly belonged to
Wyckoff’s on North Avenue, and has
been pocketed since its closure in
1998. The license is owned by 109
North Avenue LLC, and represented
by Arthur Attenasio.

The State Department of Alcoholic
Beverage Control (ABC) has made a
special ruling to extend the license
for one more year. “Unless the li-
cense is being actively used at an
approved site on or before June 30,
2005,” it will not be renewed.

According to Town Clerk Bernard
Heeney, the owners have petitioned
the state to show that they have made
an effort to sell the license. He said
that when a new buyer comes for-
ward, they will have to go through a
background check and the sources of
the money used to purchase the li-
cense will be traced.

According to a letter from ABC
Tiger Realty Corp., the owner of
Wolfgang Puck did approach the
owners of the license for purchase,
but a sale has not been made yet.

If the license is not sold in the next
year, it will die. According to ABC,
after a license dies a town can apply
for an additional license based on its
current population. A town is allowed
one consumption license per 3,000
residents and one distribution license
per 7,500 residents. Westfield cur-
rently has 10 consumption, one hotel
license and seven distribution li-
censes.

The council approved the renewal
of the license during their public
meeting.

In other business, the council de-
cided to postpone voting on an appli-
cation for the relocation of a single-
family home at 1 Kirkview Circle
because the utilities have not been
disconnected and final inspection
could not be completed.

Assistant Town Engineer Kris
Macaloon said that it is an oversized
lot and could potentially be subdi-
vided into three lots.

Town Administrator James Gildea
said that the owners, Robert and Joan
Vivian, are selling the property to
Joseph Buontempo and hired another
company to deconstruct the house.
He said that after the Historic Preser-
vation Committee pressured the
Vivians, they were able to contract
with a company to move the 18th-
century house to Maine.

For more information see the re-
lated story on Page 2.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
confirmed that when an application
is before one of the town boards, the
council defers decision on a demoli-
tion. However, there is no application
currently before a town board regard-
ing this property. He also raised con-
cerns about the logistics of moving
the home out of town, citing a recent
problem with moving a home in
Chatham.

First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana said that it is his feeling that
the home is not being sold, but being
salvaged, and said he was not sure the
relocation is really going to happen.

During the public portion of the
meeting Mrs. Vivian told the council
that they were unable to find an-

Westfield Planning Board Approves Plan
To Demolish 1800-Era House on Benson

By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Planning Board
voted in favor of one proposed subdi-
vision and deferred decision on an-
other, pending a revision of the
applicant’s plans and review by the
Westfield Architectural Review
Board.

Arthur Attenasio, representing
B&G Properties, presented plans for
the subdivision of 231 Benson Place
into two lots for the construction of
two single-family homes. The subdi-
vision requires no variances.

The lot is currently the site of a
historic house, dating from around
1800. However, according to Mr.
Attenasio, the house has been signifi-

cantly changed from its original form,
with several renovations and addi-
tions, and it has become “dilapidated.”

Joe Buontempo of B&G showed
the Planning Board his plans to con-
struct two Victorian-style houses with
three stories, including attics, in place
of the existing two-story structure,
one with a stone façade and a conser-
vatory in front, the other with cedar
shake and plank siding.

The stone-faced structure will be
about 60 feet wide and the cedar will
be about 45 feet wide, according to
Mr. Buontempo, who did not release
exact dimensions for the structures
he proposes to build.

Engineer Donald Guarriello, whose
firm drew up the site plan, worked

with Mr. Buontempo and the Plan-
ning Board to arrange for the preser-
vation of several trees on the site by
moving the locations of proposed
driveways and moving the houses a
few feet back from the street. He also
noted that the lot slopes 11 feet from
its rear boundary to the curb on Benson
Place and includes a 5-foot retaining
wall between the sidewalk and the
street. Another retaining wall, located
along a neighboring property line,
will be removed and replaced with a
swale that will drain runoff to the
street.

Resident Joan Miller, who lives
next door to the site, said that a pool
in the backyard has been leeching
chemicals into the soil for years, ru-
ining her vegetable garden and creat-
ing a health hazard. Ms. Miller said
Rutgers analyzed the soil about ten
years ago and deemed it a problem,
but she did not ask the owner of the
pool to do anything about it, noting
her neighbor’s status as an elderly
widow who did not have the means to
remedy the problem. Mr. Guarriello
said he was unaware of the problem
and that he will investigate it, but did
not offer a solution.

While the house is not registered
historically, it still contains several
original elements, including a spiral
staircase, fireplace and floorboards.
Mr. Buontempo has agreed to donate CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader
RUN FOR IT...Over 1,400 runners participated in the Downtown Westfield Corporation’s 5K and PizzaExtraveganza. The
winners of the race were Gene and Amanda Mitchell of Franklin Lakes, who own the Running Company on Elm Street.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FOR THE TROOPS...The USO Singers performed at the UBS Summertime
Party last Thursday. The party was to support troops in Iraq and to honor
Gladimir Phillippe and Steve Checko who were killed in the line of duty.

Voters to Decide
On Parking Deck
In Nov. 2 Election

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Voters will decide on Tuesday,
November 2 whether or not the town
should move forward with a parking
deck and mixed-use development at
Prospect and Elm Streets. Residents
have yet to see the plans for the devel-
opment. Mayor Gregory McDermott
said that the council will see them in
early September and then they will be
revealed to the public.

On Tuesday night the Westfield
Town Council passed the final read-
ing of an ordinance establishing the
non-binding referendum as: “Shall
the Town of Westfield issue approxi-
mately $10,000,000 of general obli-
gation bonds to fund the construction
of a parking structure on municipal
parking lots 1 and 8 between Pros-
pect and Elm Streets, which would
contain approximately 500 total park-
ing spaces and which bonds would be
supported by revenue derived from
parking fees and mixed-use redevel-
opment fees resulting from approxi-
mately 19 residential units and ap-
proximately 3,000 square feet of re-
tail space, and, if necessary, the levy
of ad valorem taxes upon all the tax-
able property within the Town of
Westfield?”

Westfield resident Louis Capuano
asked the council several questions in
regards to parking. He asked how
Summit built a deck with no associ-
ated development and no cost to the
taxpayers. (See the related story on
page 8.) He also questioned whether
Westfield really needs more develop-
ment.

Town Administrator James Gildea
said that all parking fees in Summit

go to the parking system and are not
used to offset taxes, as they are in
Westfield.

Resident Allen Solomon said that
with interest costs, maintenance and
the possibility of children living in
the new development, the parking
deck would cost $27.23 million over
30 years. He said that it would be less
expensive to reconfigure lots 1 and 8
and acquire more land on South Av-
enue. He said that his numbers are as
accurate as can be given the informa-
tion he has.

Jim Baker presented new parking
signs to the council indicating that lot
8 on Elm Street is available to shop-
pers on Saturdays and Sundays.

Sharon Stockwell asked if there
would be a separate meeting for the
presentation of the parking plan.
Mayor McDermott said that it would
be presented during a regular meet-
ing.

In other business, residents of the
Codding Road extension asked the
council for parking restrictions dur-
ing the school year. They said that
because the street is a dead end, there
is no place for kids to turn around,
and parked cars on both sides could
create hazardous conditions.

Mr. Gildea said that the public
safety committee will review the
request. He said he was unsure if
the ordinance that currently applies
restrictions to Codding applies to
the whole street or to just a section
of it.

In other business, the council ap-
pointed Dominic Verdick to the
Downtown Westfield Corporation and
Todd Annis to the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission.

these elements to an organization that
will use the historical items, possibly
the Westfield Historical Society.

Resident Martin Perez opposed the
proposal to cut sections out of the
existing retaining wall along Benson
Place to accommodate driveways,
citing the likelihood that soil will
wash down the slope into the street
through notches in the wall. Mr.
Guarriello responded that grass will
be planted to secure the soil, but Mr.
Perez appeared to be dissatisfied with
his response.

Members of the Planning Board
and public alike made comments re-
garding the size of the structures,
noting that they would not fit with the
character of the architecturally older
neighborhood.

Town Council Liaison James Foerst
requested that builders not always
build houses of the maximum size
allowed by law. Robert Newell also
expressed concern at the size of the
houses and the fact that the applicant
had not disclosed the size of the
planned structures, but instead sub-
mitted plans that showed footprints
for the houses far under the size per-
mitted by ordinance and smaller than
the dimensions Mr. Buontempo cited
in his testimony. Mr. Newell requested
that the plans be resubmitted with
more explicit details as to the scope



Page 8 Thursday, August 5, 2004 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

I CAN HELP MAKE IT EASIER.  CALL ME TO DISCUSS YOUR HOME, AUTO, AND

LIFE INSURANCE NEEDS.

     ,     ,     
            www. o n t h e s i d e n j . c om

“...awesome
smoothies.”

FITNESS SPA CAFE

MONDAY, JULY 19
• Several motor vehicles were re-

ported burglarized, two within the
1000 block of Grandview Avenue. A
Verizon cellular telephone was re-
moved from one of the vehicles, while
a pocketbook was stolen from the
other.

In a third case, which occurred on
Ripley Avenue, someone entered an un-
locked motor vehicle and removed the car
radio.

• A resident of the 1600 block of
Central Avenue reported that some-
one entered her locked, fenced back-
yard and poured rock salt around a
pin oak tree. It was the second time
such an incident occurred there, po-
lice said.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21
• William J. Polito, 67, of Scotch Plains

was arrested at the Westfield Tennis Club
on North Chestnut Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated. He was
subsequently released to a responsible
adult.

SATURDAY, JULY 24
• Two male Westfield residents, ages

14 and 15, were charged with criminal
trespass after they were observed on a
surveillance camera allegedly attempting
to climb through a window of the
Westfield Municipal Building’s Recre-
ation Department.

The boys claimed they were trying to
get into the building’s Teen Center to play
pool. Both were released to the custody of
their parents.

SUNDAY, JULY 25
• George Deasy, 73, of Rahway was

arrested in the 1500 block of Rahway
Avenue and charged with driving while
intoxicated. He was released with a sum-
mons to a responsible adult.

MONDAY, JULY 26
• A blue Honda sustained damage while

it was parked in a municipal lot off of
Central Avenue. The rear fender and
driver’s side rear door had been scraped.

TUESDAY, JULY 27
• A resident of the 400 block of Hillside

Avenue reported that someone threw a
can of Diet Pepsi through a leaded glass
window on his house.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 28
• A Clark resident reported that his

Honda was broken into while it was parked
on South Chestnut Street and a Pioneer
compact disk player was removed.

THURSDAY, JULY 29
• Alan Bucher, 57, of Cranford was

arrested and charged with shoplifting three
bracelets worth a total of $225 from a
North Avenue store. He was issued a
summons and released.

• After being stopped for motor vehicle
violations, James Graves, 19, of Newark
and Matthew Poirier, 18, of Westfield
were arrested and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. Graves was also wanted on
contempt of court warrants out of Jersey
City and Newark. Both men were re-
leased on their own recognizance on the
Westfield charge.

development in Garwood will affect
the town positively overall and add to
the value of properties in town.

“As a homeowner, I’m happy,” Ms.
O’Hara said. “Aesthetically, it would have
been nicer to see some other kind of devel-
opment, instead of chain stores. Although, I
have to say they are all welcome additions.
Saladworks is a nice addition to the commu-
nity and something different from a
McDonalds.”

“Of course, it’ll cause increased traffic,”
Ms. O’Hara added. “If an existing business
can’t turn the town’s development into a
positive, it’s a managerial obstacle and can-
not be blamed on the new stores. The devel-
opment shows potential to have a great
positive net effect on the community.”

Mayor McCarthy also agreed that the
chain stores will only be a positive be-
cause they are unique in what they offer.

“Saladworks is pretty much salads
and sandwiches, and Quizno’s special-
izes in their breads and subs,” he said.
“It shouldn’t have any impact on main-
stays like Rusty’s, which is more of a
restaurant atmosphere. The chains are
important because if business is strug-
gling, they have the ability to sustain
through hard times.”

Saladworks owner Vinod Kapoor said
his business is flourishing and bringing
in many local youths. “We are doing
very well,” Mr. Kapoor said. “The area
is great for bringing in young people. It’s
great to see them starting the habit of
eating healthy.”

Saladworks, he said, boasts healthy
alternatives to junk food, and he is proud
of his company’s commitment to keep-
ing healthy.

“We have great mainstream food. We
don’t use any butter, oil, or animal fat,
only olive oil. We have fresh products
everyday. We make our salads fresh and
our dressings from our own recipes, and
our pastas are great. You have to try our
homemade soups. We make signature
sandwiches on Italian and sourdough
bread, along with Italian Panini sand-
wiches — straight like from Italy. We
make everything right in front of [the
customers].”

Quizno’s specializes in toasted subs,
salads, soups and catering.

Quizno’s manager Rakesh Patel also
is noticing strong business and commit-
ment by the borough to help create an
identity and enviable stores to draw
peoples’ interest. Mr. Patel said that
while the restaurant serves a wide range
of people, it is mostly a family restau-
rant, which he feels can benefit a town
such as Garwood.

“Being in Garwood is excellent,” Mr.
Patel said. “Business is good, and I
would definitely recommend the loca-
tion to another buyer.”

“Chain stores are good for a commu-
nity,” he added. “It makes a nice, stan-
dardized town to shop in. You know what
to expect and everyone is satisfied.”

Mr. Kapoor also said the Garwood
location is an enviable one, and pre-
sented the best available lot.

“This is a good location, and the best
available spot,” he said. “I would defi-
nitely recommend the location to a po-
tential buyer. The whole strip from
Westfield to Cranford will be booming
soon. It’s nice to be part of the revival of
this section. Parking is not an issue; we
have plenty of parking. We have abso-
lutely no complaints.”

Mr. Patel also found that, in the same
strip mall lot, parking is not an issue.

“We don’t notice a parking problem.
Actually, we have ample parking. Much
more than in Westfield or Cranford.”

However, complaints about parking
were raised by Garwood Chamber of
Commerce President and Krafty
Kitchen owner Rich Lefebvre.

“I know it’ll build up traffic,” he said.
“North Avenue is backed up to Burger
King. Now when I go to Westfield I try
to avoid going through North Avenue.
My main concern is where are people
going to park?”

“Between the cleaners and Westwood
they are building stores, apartments,
townhouses, gyms inside for the ten-
ants and parking in the middle. Where
are people going to park if they want to
go to the stores?” he questioned. “Shop
Rite already wants my parking. Then
you have the already existing problem
of where do commuters park?”

Mayor McCarthy said that there
already is commuter parking at Shop
Rite and that an idea to assuage com-
muter parking concerns has been sug-
gested by a councilman and is being
considered; however, he is not at lib-
erty to speak about it at this time.

Mr. Lefebvre said he has already ac-
commodated the gym (Gold Medal Fit-
ness) with parking before, but he said,
“the gym has too many people for its
parking. It’s good for business, but people
are going to park behind the ball fields at
Gumpert Field and commuters take that
up during the day.”

Mr. Lefebvre acknowledged the po-
tential draw of the strip malls and busi-
nesses but is realistic about parking con-
cerns that he feels could be problematic.

“It could be a parking nightmare,” Mr.
Lefebvre added. “Yes, it draws more
attraction to the town. The strip lot with
Quizno’s is already drawing a lot of
people. Of course I like to see more
business, I just want them to provide
parking.”

Mr. Lefebvre did say the new busi-
nesses would be good for the tax rate. “I
know for us, as a business, we kick in our
share. The town is in enough trouble as
it is in terms of taxes,” he said.

Large development is also under-
way at the empty lot on the intersection
of North Avenue and Chestnut Street.
Unfortunately, comments cannot be
made at this stage because the devel-
opment is not open for sale yet. Ac-
cording to Millenium Homes Market-
ing Director Laurie Apito, Millenium
Homes and ARC Properties are shar-
ing development. Millenium Homes
was designated as the developer and
will be in charge of the living spaces,
while ARC Properties will build and
lease the commercial portion.

The plan, as currently constituted,
calls for 20,000 square feet of retail
space and 84 residential units (44 ac-
tive adult homes and 40 two-story
apartments.) Arc Properties did not
return calls to The Westfield Leader
after repeated inquiries as of press time.

GW Borough Seeks Identity,
And Downtown Renaissance

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Goggi said. The board has three po-
tential candidates to fill the position.

They also approved the resignation
of Carol Deets, sixth-grade language
arts teacher.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS BOE

Westfield resident Rick Marano, 51,
was indicted in federal court for insider
trading after a complaint was filed by the
Securities and Exchange Commission.

Marano, who lives on Fanwood Av-
enue, is alleged to have used his position
at Standard & Poor’s for his brother and
a friend to illegally earn over $1 million.

Marano could receive more than 15
years in prison and fines exceeding $1
million if convicted.

* * * * * * *
Bruce Printz, 51, a former resident of

Woodmere Drive in Westfield, has agreed
to never practice medicine in New Jersey
again after closing his osteopathy offices

in Westfield and Woodbridge. In ex-
change, the Middlesex County
Prosecutor’s Office dropped three charges
of criminal sexual contact.

Printz admitted to kissing a 30-year-
old patient three times last October, im-
properly touching the leg of a 35-year-old
patient in February 2003 and asking a 23-
year-old patient about her sexual activity
in March 2003.

* * * * * * *
Dr. Robert Oberhand, who specializes

in otolaryngology, paid $2.5 million on
March 15, 2002 for malpractice. While
his office is on Elm Street, he sold his
Golf Edge home in 2001.

Crime and Punishment

other buyer for the house.
Mayor Gregory McDermott ex-

plained that because conditions
have not been met, since the Vivians
have not moved out of the house,
the application could not be
granted.

Mrs. Vivian explained that
deconstruction needed to begin in
August so that it could be com-
pleted by November. She said that
the sale is contingent upon gaining
approval to deconstruct the house.

Become a subscriber!
www.goleader.com

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Liquor Lic.

Westfield Recreation Events

Wrestling Camp with Glen Kurz:
Held 9 a.m.-12 p.m. on August 2-6,
for ages 7-10 and August 9-13 for
ages 11-14, at WHS Wrestling Gym.
Fee: $60/week.

Sports Squirts:  A great way to
introduce children aged 3-5 to a
variety of sports. Held 4:30 p.m. to
6 p.m. from August 23 through 27.
Online registration available:
USsportsInstitute.com, Fee: $79

Multi Sports: Children will have
the opportunity to take part in over
15 different sports from around the
world.  Held August 23 through 27.
Hours: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. for ages 5-
7. Fee: $142, or  9 a.m. to 3 p.m. for
ages 8-14. Fee: $169.  Online regis-
tration available:
UssportsInstitute.com.

Soccer Camp: Professional
coaches from United Soccer Acad-
emy offer a camp located at Unami
Park from August 16 through 20.
Hours: 9 to11 a.m. for children ages
3-7, Fee: $99 and 9 a.m.–1 p.m. for
children ages 5-14, Fee: $149.
Online registration available:
UnitedSoccerAcademy.com.

Summer Concert Series: The
concert series is held in
Mindowaskin Park under the Ga-
zebo on the following Thursday
evening from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
The NJ Workshop for the Arts will
perform on July 29. Bring a blanket
or a lawn chair and enjoy the show!
In case of rain, the performance
will be held in the Presbyterian
Church.

Summer Playground Programs:
Held until August 12. Monday
through Friday, 9 to 11:45 a.m. and
1 to 3:45 p.m. Registration began
June 1. (Proof of age required for all
programs). The Junior Playground

is for resident children completing
Kindergarten through grade 5. Held
at local elementary schools. Fee:
$15.

Our new Teen Scene is for resi-
dent teens completing grades 6
through 8. Held in the relaxed at-
mosphere of Tamaques Park. Fee:
$25.

The department also offers a
C.I.T. Program for resident teens
ages 14 and 15.  A C.I.T. application
is required from each applicant.
Space is limited. Fee: $25

(Additional fees will be charged
for trips and events for all Summer
Playground Programs)

Teen Nights at the Memorial
Pool: Teen night swims are held
throughout the summer on Wednes-
day evenings from 8:30 to 10:30
p.m. at the Memorial Pool Com-
plex.  Teen swims are open to all
Westfield teens from 6 to 12 grade.
This program features swimming,
music, dancing, contests, special
events, etc.  Remaining tentative
dates are: August 4, August 11, Au-
gust 18, August 25 & September 1.
Cost: $3/person   Teen Swim is a
safe and enjoyable event and we
hope Westfield students come check
it out!

Consignment Ticket Program:
Discount tickets are available for
the following: Great Adventure,
Dorney Park, Hershey Park,
Morey’s Pier, Mountain Creek,
Splash Zone, Camelbeach and
Sesame Place. Call for details.

Please register for the above pro-
grams at: The Westfield Recreation
Department, 425 East Broad St.
Office: (908) 789-4080. Visit us
online at: westfieldnj.net/townhall/
recreation.

of the structures.
Mr. Attenasio requested a recess

for the applicant party to consult and
consider amending its proposal. Af-
ter this recess Mr. Buontempo re-
turned before the Planning Board
with a list of compromises. The new
conditions include that the drive-
ways be relocated to the extreme left
and right sides of the property, the
houses will be aligned parallel to the
subdivision line to keep them in char-
acter with the neighborhood, the wa-
ter table will be unchanged, the
houses will be pushed back five feet
from their original locations, and
historical items from the house will
be donated.

Resident Paul Strauchler requested
the board reject the application, cit-
ing an incompatibility between the
proposed houses and the neighbor-
hood.

“These things are going to be

Planning Bd. Approves Plan
To Demolish 1800-Era House

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

monstrous,” he said. “They are uni-
form in size in color.”

Planning Board Chairman Jay
Boyle called approval of the plans
“a very subjective decision” that
gave the board “no legal basis to
reject this totally conforming sub-
division.” Mr. Boyle voted in favor
of the approval, citing the “good-
will of the developer” who will work
with the Planning Board. The sub-
division application passed the
Planning Board by a vote of 6-2,
under the conditions Mr.
Buontempo revealed and pending
approval of the Site Plan Commit-
tee.

In a separate application, attor-
ney James Flynn presented a plan
to demolish a ranch house and a
bungalow at the corner of Massa-
chusetts Street and Boynton Ave
and to transfer 2,928 square feet
from the lot at 126 Massachusetts
Street to the adjacent property on
Boynton Ave. The action would re-
quire a variance because the larger
lot is oversized for its RS-10 zone,
which requires it have a minimum
of 10,000 square feet, but the
smaller lot is currently undersized
for its RS-8 zone, which calls for a
minimum lot area of 8,000 square
feet. The transfer of land from one
lot to the other would allow for two
houses to be built that are of similar
size, but would leave the smaller lot
undersized for the RS-10 zone that
a portion of the lot would occupy.

The Planning Board referred the
applicant to the Architectural Re-
view Board, which will meet Au-
gust 19. Chairman Jay Boyle post-
poned voting on the proposal until
September, asking the applicant to
“scale down the houses” and sub-
mit new plans.

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader
RUN BY...Over 1,400 runners participated in the Westfield Downtown 5k and
Pizza extraveganza last Wednesday night.

Fanwood Welcomes
Councilman Higgins
By MIRIAM BAMBERGER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD -- At a special council
meeting held Tuesday night, Mayor
Colleen Mahr of Fanwood officially
announced the resignation of Coun-
cilman Michael Brennan, effective July
20. According to Mayor Mahr, Mr.
Brennan recently took on greater pro-
fessional responsibilities and felt obli-
gated to resign from council.

“I was sorry to see Councilman Mike
Brennan resign,” said the mayor.

To fill the empty position on coun-
cil, the Fanwood Democratic Com-
mittee compiled a list of three candi-
dates – William Populus, Patricia
Plante, and Joseph Higgins – to serve
out the remainder of Mr. Brennan’s
term, which expires this December.

“We had three capable and qualified
candidates to choose from,” said Coun-
cilwoman Donna Dolce.

The council chose Joseph Higgins,
a two-year Fanwood resident formerly
of Woodbridge. “He has presented him-
self as an excellent candidate,” said
Mayor Mahr.

In light of the downtown develop-
ment issue in Fanwood, the council
cited Mr. Higgin’s extensive experi-
ence in land use, transportation, bud-
get planning and public-sector finance.

“He will serve us well,” said Coun-
cilwoman Katherine Mitchell.

Mr. Higgins addressed the council
at the request of Councilman Stuart
Kline and spoke briefly of his profes-
sional and personal experience.

Mr. Higgins received his Bachelor
of the Arts degree from Rutgers Uni-
versity in 1969. After serving in Ger-
many for two years as a member of
the United States Army Military Po-
lice, Mr. Higgins returned to Rutgers
University to receive his Master of
City and Regional Planning degree
and Master of Business Administra-
tion degree.

Mr. Higgins worked for New Jer-
sey Transit for 22 years, involved in
real estate and property use and oper-
ating and capital budgets. He is cur-
rently employed full-time by the New
Jersey School Construction Corpora-
tion in Newark.

Mr. Higgins also spoke of his in-
volvement in youth recreation. He
managed the Woodbridge Little
League Organization and served on
the executive board, co-founded and
coached the Woodbridge Basketball
League and co-founded and instructed
in The World of Baseball, a private
organization offering programs for
young baseball players.

Prior to being named to the borough
council, Mr. Higgins became involved
in the development plans by assuming
the volunteer position of chairman of
the Downtown Advisory Committee.

“I was anxious to get involved in
downtown development,” said Mr.
Higgins. According to Mr. Higgins,
the committee seeks resident input in
the ongoing planning process, using
tactics such as a survey that was dis-
tributed at the street fair last month.

Mr. Higgins will officially resign
from his position as member of the
Fanwood Planning Board, but will
continue to focus on gathering feed-
back from residents on the develop-
ment plans.

Mr. Higgins expressed his unoffi-
cial interest in running for reelection
this November. He resides in Fanwood
with his wife, Sherry, who is Assistant
Director in the Office of Performance
Measurement and Improvement for
the VA NJ Health Care System as well
as a member of the Fanwood Board of
Health.

Their daughter, Tara, is a television
producer in Manhattan and their son,
Joseph Jr. of Edison, is a history teacher
and assistant varsity baseball coach at
Scotch Plains – Fanwood High School.

Summit Parking Agency
Helps City Build Parking

Deck Without Raising Taxes
By MICHAEL POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD - As Westfield offi-
cials prepare to address the parking
deck issue, many comparisons will
be made to Summit’s parking situa-
tion. At Tuesday’s Westfield Town
Council meeting, resident Louis
Capuano questioned the council as
to the differences between the two
towns in terms of parking, and asked
how Summit managed to create a
deck without raising the city’s taxes.

There are two parking structures
in Summit, one by the train station
and a ‘tier-garage’ on Springfield
Avenue by the Bagel Chateau. The
tier garage was established in 1986.
The Broad Street garage was built in
1997 and cost $5.7 million to build.

City of Summit Parking Services
Director Rita McNany said that Sum-
mit didn’t pursue a mixed-use (retail
and residential) development be-
cause of the Broad Street lot’s loca-
tion. The lot’s express purpose is to
give residents who commute to the
city a centralized location to park.

She explained that in 2001, Sum-
mit created a parking agency that
receives most of the revenue gener-
ated by parking activities. She said
that the parking agency works with
the town of Summit, selling permits,
parking cards and hangtags.

Unlike Summit, whatever moneys
Westfield receives from parking ac-
tivities are funneled back to the town
budget. Ms. McNany said Summit
assuaged increasing taxes by increas-
ing parking fees from $2.00 a day to
$3.00 a day, effectively having users
fund the lots.

“Last year, we did put money back
into the budget,” Ms. McNany said.
“We put $200,000 back into the gen-
eral fund to alleviate the tax increase.
But, the garage paid for itself. Yes,
we are paying for the upkeep and
maintenance, but the lot’s always
filled.”

Ms. McNany said the Parking Ser-
vices Agency oversees 600 street
meters, all ‘open-space parking lots’
for commuters and employees, five
free shopper parking lots, and the
maintenance, upkeep and enforce-
ment of parking. The agency’s bud-

get at the end of last year was $1.5
million, not offsetting salaries and
other expenses, including the mon-
eys sent back to the general fund.

“We want a vibrant downtown,”
Ms. McNany said of the free shop-
per lots. “Certainly, we want enough
parking to support our retail and
offices along with the residents who
commute to the city. But, we want
free lots for out-of-towners to come
and enjoy the town and go to the
movies, etc.”

The agency consists of five sala-
ried parking enforcement officers, a
director and a secretary. They utilize
the city treasurer to oversee the ac-
counting of moneys from machines.
The agency is responsible for repair,
maintenance and signage of the lots.

President of Suburban Chambers
of Commerce Joe Steiner explained
that the Summit Special Improve-
ment District (SID) is a district un-
der the district management corpo-
ration.

“We are responsible for the im-
provement, maintenance and eco-
nomic vitality of the central retail
districts,” he said.

The Summit SID’s budget totals
$393,800, with $166,700 coming
from tax revenues. Mr. Steiner ex-
plained that the SID is responsible
for two parking facilities, one under
NJ Transit, one under the NJ Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT).

“We only oversee the parking at
the rail parking lot at Union Place
and the Route 24 Parking and Ride
facility at Springfield Avenue, near
Bryant Parkway,” he said.

Ms. McNany said that the park-
ing agency is looking into using the
Internet to further promote park-
ing. “We hope to use new technol-
ogy in the Smart card to eliminate
coin collection. Soon, we hope to
be able to do most of our business
on the web.”

“It’s all about supply and demand,”
Ms. McNany said. “We are very simi-
lar to Westfield in that we have a
strong retail, residential and com-
muter area. I’m sure Westfield is
going over every possible solution
and thinking, ‘What’s the best way
to help the parking situation?’”
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GW Borough Seeks Identity, Downtown
Renaissance With New Business Influx

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Times

Editor’s Note: This is part six of a
six-part feature on the business centers
in our area that included Downtown
Westfield, Westfield’s South Avenue
corridor, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside and Garwood.

* * * * * * *
The tiny borough of Garwood

wishes to be seen as more than just a
conduit between Westfield and
Cranford. Garwood is actively seek-
ing a new identity, and strong busi-
nesses are providing a facelift to the
borough. Having new mainstays and
the right mix of stores figures to trans-
form the former ‘Westfield stepchild’
into a borough of its own.

Only three quarters of a square
mile in size, Garwood boasts a popu-
lation of just over 4,000. Historically,
according to www.garwoodnj.com,
the Borough of Garwood declared its
autonomy on February 25, 1903. Prior
to this, the town was part of Westfield
and Cranford. At the time of
Garwood’s independence, there were
75 houses and a population of ap-
proximately 400. The name Garwood,
which was applied to the settlement
some years before the incorporation
of the borough, was in honor of
Samuel Garwood, the first president
of the Garwood Land and Improve-
ment Company.

Today, empty factory lots are be-
ing replaced by strip malls and bus-
tling businesses. The train station still

provides the borough with a strong
commuter crowd and remains a focal
point of the town.

“The economic development is only
a positive impact on our town and on
our tax base because the pieces of prop-
erty will bring in ratables,” said Mayor
Dennis McCarthy. “It’s a win-win.”

Mayor McCarthy said the business
presence “dresses up the area” and
gets rid of the broken-down factories
that were there, replacing them with
nice-looking strip malls.

“The malls have a bank and some
eateries, pretty much a little bit of
everything,” he added. “The owner of
[The Garwood Mall] has been great.
He’s gone to great extents to bring in
great retailers. It was a very selective
process and the businesses are only
doing well.”

Garwood now boasts its own Cham-
ber of Commerce, no longer associ-
ated with Westfield’s Chamber. Ex-
ecutive Director of the Westfield

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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S. Plains-Fanwood BOE Criticizes
State Cap On Education Spending

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
Specially Written for The Times

During last Thursday’s regular
Board of Education meeting, discus-
sion focused on a new piece of legis-
lation passed by the state for the 2004-
2005 fiscal year. Bill S-1701 limits
the amount of money a school district
may spend until the state can hold a
constitutional convention to address
the problem of school budgets in re-
lation to property taxes.

A board memo entitled “Poor Leg-
islation Acted on in Haste” explained
the implications of the bill. The cap
for the 2004-2005 school year budget
will drop from 3 percent to 2.5 per-
cent, cutting the allowed increase
amount by $250,000. The bill is aimed
primarily at lowering administrative
costs. According to the board, these
costs include superintendent’s and
business administrator’s offices ex-
penses, supervision expenses, liabil-
ity insurance, telephone and postage
expenses and staff development plan-
ning.

In addition, any district with a free
balance exceeding 3 percent is re-
quired to return money to the taxpay-
ers. The memo stated that the return
of surplus “flies in the face of good
financial practices and common
sense.”

Board opposition to the legislation
appeared unanimous. According to
Business Administrator Anthony Del
Sordi, 80 percent of the school bud-
get is composed of salary and fringe
benefits. However, several members

implied that the cap on budget in-
crease would negatively impact the
quality of education in the district.

“The bottom line is, it will be nec-
essary to cut programs, cut staff, in-
crease class size,” said Vice President
Thomas Russo, criticizing the state’s
actions. However, the board didn’t
elaborate as to which programs would
be impacted, and didn’t outline a plan
of action.

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
echoed similar comments, calling the
cap “totally outrageous.” Margaret
Ames, a Scotch Plains resident and
member of the standing legislation
committee of the Parent Teacher As-

sociation, also criticized the bill. Resi-
dent Jodi Hines added similar com-
ments. Mrs. Hines also questioned
the hazardous conditions of the ten-
nis courts in LaGrande and Forest
Road Parks used by the SPFHS tennis
team.

In other news, Director of Spe-
cial Services Thomas Beese read a
state report evaluating the district’s
special education program, which
cited positive comments as well as
areas for improvement.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol Choye gave the
superintendent’s report to the board.

FW Residents Oppose Over-Devel.
Of Postage Stamp Residential Lots

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood residents Matthew and
Maryann Ziolkowski withdrew their
application for a minor subdivision
of their property at 174 Burns Way,
after Fanwood Planning Board Mem-
bers indicated to them that they were
inclined to deny their application
during the regular meeting of the
Fanwood Planning and Zoning Board
of Adjustments on July 28.

Several board members stated that

the intent of previous zoning boards,
as outlined in the Borough’s Master
Plan, clearly indicated that residen-
tial lots should not be subdivided into
smaller lots with denser housing. Al-
though a few board members stated
that they were inclined to vote favor-
ably, believing that residents had a
right to do what they wanted with
their property, the majority of board
members indicated that they would
deny the application.

Several residents of the Burns Way

neighborhood attended the meeting
and voiced their objections to the
proposal. Objectors to the subdivi-
sion stated that they purchased their
homes in Fanwood because they liked
the larger residential lots and did not
want to see Fanwood go the way of
towns like Irvington and Jersey City,
with houses packed together on post-
age-stamp-sized lots. One after an-
other, residents repeatedly decried the
practice of “overdevelopment” as they
stepped up to the podium. The board
would not accept a petition signed by
dozens of residents into evidence as
ordinance dictated that the applicants
had the right to cross-examine all

SP Council Passes
Six-Year Capital

Funding Ordinance
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

On Tuesday, the Scotch Plains
Township Council passed a six-
year, $1.75-million capital funding
ordinance for the purchase of new
equipment in the township public
works and parks and recreation de-
partments and for Scotch Hills
Country Club.

Slightly more than $1 million of
the funding will go towards the
replacement of aging equipment in
the public works department, in-
cluding new backhoes, dump
trucks, loaders, a vacuum street
sweeper, a leaf-collection machine
and a paving machine. Approxi-
mately $220,000 will be used to
buy equipment for the parks and
recreation department, and another
$200,000 will be used to purchase
new equipment for the township-
owned golf course.

The breakdown of expenses over
the 2004-2009 period is as follows:
$212,000 this year, $343,000 in
2005, $581,000 in 2006, $224,000
in 2007, $244,000 in 2008 and
$110,000 in 2009. Adjustments
could be made to the spending lev-
els and the sequence of purchases
over the six-year period.

In other business, at the council’s
only scheduled meeting for the
month, Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins said that most of the
road-resurfacing program has been
completed this year. Jerusalem
Road was the first to be completed,
in late April, and since late May, 20
other projects in Scotch Plains have
been completed, with only a hand-
ful remaining. In addition, three of
the four storm sewer projects have
also been completed.

The council also approved a spe-
cial use permit allowing Country
Cottage Antiques on Park Avenue
to place small items that it sells
near its front and rear entrances.
The store has done this for the past
two years.

Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta
recommended that the council dis-
allow Country Cottage from dis-
playing items that were, in Mr.
LaCosta’s words, “abused,” or in
some obvious disrepair, because of
the negative aesthetic effect those
items would have on the downtown
area in general.

The Council passed a resolution
formally accepting a $10,000 Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID)
Challenge Grant from the State De-
partment of Community Affairs
(DCA) to pay for part of the ex-
pense associated with the year-long
effort to investigate the establish-
ment of a SID in downtown Scotch
Plains. The Council passed a simi-
lar resolution last month, but DCA

MTV Seeks Area
Teens For Show

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The MTV Music Television Net-
work will be in Scotch Plains next
week seeking teenagers and young
adults who are looking to transform
their lives on television.

Representatives from the network’s
show “Made” will be at the Scotch
Plains Library on Bartle Avenue on
August 12 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. for
an open casting call to fill out the
show’s upcoming season.

Library Director Meg Kolaya told
The Times that MTV has been “look-
ing for places to tie in to teens” and,
after doing similar casting calls at
other libraries in the New York met-
ropolitan area, “saw the region as a
fertile area for teens.”

On every episode of “Made,” one
willing candidate embarks on a mis-
sion to transform his or her life in a
vastly updated, and hipper, version of
“Pygmalion.” There could be a high
school jock secretly yearning to play
the lead in the school play, the com-
puter geek who wishes to be a jock,
the “ugly duckling” who wants to be
transformed into a swan or the shy
kid who wants to turn into a serial
dater of sorts.

Applicants must be between 15
and 21 years old. MTV stresses that it
isn’t interested in fame-seekers, mod-
els, professional singers, rappers or
movie stars. A multi-page applica-
tion with more detailed information
can be obtained at the Library or via
MTV’s website (www.mtv.com, un-
der Casting Call/Made). This paper-
work must be completed prior to the
casting call next week.

Mrs. Kolaya said that participation
is open to anyone from any commu-
nity, adding that she is looking for at
least 20 people to take part.

Fanwood Welcomes
Councilman Higgins

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
Specially Written for The Times

At a special council meeting held
Tuesday night, Mayor Colleen Mahr
of Fanwood officially announced the
resignation of Councilman Michael
Brennan, effective July 20. Accord-
ing to Mayor Mahr, Mr. Brennan re-
cently took on greater professional
responsibilities and felt obligated to
resign from council.

“I was sorry to see Councilman
Mike Brennan resign,” said the mayor.

To fill the empty position on coun-
cil, the Fanwood Democratic Com-
mittee compiled a list of three candi-
dates – William Populus, Patricia
Plante and Joseph Higgins – to serve
out the remainder of Mr. Brennan’s
term, which expires this December.

“We had three capable and quali-
fied candidates to choose from,” said
Councilwoman Donna Dolce.

The council chose Joseph Higgins,
a two-year Fanwood resident formerly
of Woodbridge. “He has presented
himself as an excellent candidate,”
said Mayor Mahr.

In light of the downtown develop-
ment issue in Fanwood, the council
cited Mr. Higgin’s extensive experi-
ence in land use, transportation, bud-
get planning and public-sector fi-
nance.

“He will serve us well,” said Coun-
cilwoman Katherine Mitchell.

Mr. Higgins addressed the council
at the request of Councilman Stuart
Kline and spoke briefly of his profes-
sional and personal experience.

Mr. Higgins received his Bachelor
of the Arts degree from Rutgers Uni-
versity in 1969. After serving in Ger-
many for two years as a member of
the United States Army Military Po-
lice, Mr. Higgins returned to Rutgers
University to receive his Master of
City and Regional Planning degree
and Master of Business Administra-
tion degree.

Mr. Higgins worked for New Jer-

sey Transit for 22 years, involved in
real estate and property use and oper-
ating and capital budgets. He is cur-
rently employed full-time by the New
Jersey School Construction Corpora-
tion in Newark.

Mr. Higgins also spoke of his in-
volvement in youth recreation. He
managed the Woodbridge Little
League Organization and served on
the executive board, co-founded and
coached the Woodbridge Basketball
League and co-founded and instructed
in The World of Baseball, a private
organization offering programs for
young baseball players.

Prior to being named to the bor-
ough council, Mr. Higgins became
involved in the development plans by
assuming the volunteer position of
chairman of the Downtown Advisory
Committee.

“I was anxious to get involved in
downtown development,” said Mr.
Higgins. According to Mr. Higgins,
the committee seeks resident input in
the ongoing planning process, using
tactics such as a survey that was dis-
tributed at the street fair last month.

Mr. Higgins will officially resign
from his position as member of the
Fanwood Planning Board, but will con-
tinue to focus on gathering feedback
from residents on the development plans.

Mr. Higgins expressed his unoffi-
cial interest in running for reelection
this November. He resides in Fanwood
with his wife, Sherry, who is Assis-

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
NIGHT OUT...America’s Night Out Against Crime was celebrated at Allen Augenstine Park in Scotch Plains on Tuesday
night. The program for youths was sponsored by the Scotch Plains Police Department. The DARE program had many events
for kids, including a clown making balloon animals.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
WIRE FIRE...On Monday morning a down wire melted the roadway at North and
Hetfield Avenues in Fanwood. The road was closed until the late afternoon,
causing traffic delays.
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FW District Recognized Nationally
As Important Historic Landmark

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
Specially Written for The Times

Following the special meeting on
Tuesday night where Mayor Colleen
Mahr swore in Councilman Joseph
Higgins, the borough council held a
regular agenda meeting at 8 p.m.

Mayor Mahr announced that a dis-
trict of Fanwood Borough along
Martine Avenue has been named to
the National Registry of Historic
Places after being approved by the
State as a historic landmark. Mayor
Mahr noted that it is an honor for the
borough to be recognized nationally

for its historic value.
The agenda included a notice that

the grass area behind the municipal
building will be reserved for a Police
Benevolence Association (PBA) pic-
nic on August 22 and a Public Safety
Awareness Day on September 12.

The council noted that fund alloca-
tions must be added to the annual
budget to accommodate two emer-
gency grants to the Fanwood Police
Department in the amounts of $4,000
and $2,600.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion approving two new members of
the Fanwood Fire Department, Nicho-
las Bagar and Nicholas Route.

A Recreation and Community
Services resolution was passed to
retain the services of the architects
who built the Fanwood senior cen-
ter in order to complete the kitchen
as promised. According to Mayor
Mahr, an architect is necessary to
complete the project because the
borough must be in accordance with
various codes pertaining to fire
safety and ventilation for major
appliances.

The council also approved a re-
quest by Borough Engineer Joseph
Pryor to be paid on a fixed rate rather
than an annual salary. It was decided
that an amendment should be drafted
to allow leeway for future borough

architects to decide which payment
method they would prefer.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Fanwood resident Evan Tho-
mas expressed concern over a flood-
ing problem on Carsam Avenue near
Martine Avenue. According to Mr.
Thomas, there was a standing water
problem prior to the heavy rainstorms
last week, and following the storm
there was severe flooding in that area.
Mr. Pryor said that the borough is
working on drainage problems on
Corielle Avenue and Crest Lane in
that neighborhood.

In other news, Pat Hoynes was ap-
pointed as the new secretary of the
Fanwood Planning Board. Also, fol-
lowing the resignation of Deputy
Court Administrator Sharon Iras,
Martha Marino has been appointed
as Acting Deputy Court Administra-
tor. Ms. Marino will be temporarily
available in case of an emergency in
the interim while the borough con-
ducts interviews to permanently fill
the position.

At the next regular agenda meet-
ing, the council plans to recognize
Fanwood students who completed a
program through the summer reading
group study of the 200th anniversary
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.
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“...awesome
smoothies.”

FITNESS SPA CAFE

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, JULY 23
 • Curtis Dais of Plainfield was arrested

and charged with burglary. A resident of
Valleyscent Road woke up at 2 a.m. to
find a man lying on her living room floor.
She left her home and went to a neighbor’s
home to use the telephone to call police.
Mr. Davis was arrested with out incident.
Mr. Davis was processed and transported
to The Union County Jail.

• A Martine Avenue resident reported
that her mailbox was removed from its
post. The mailbox was last seen on July
22.

• A Morgan Way resident reported that
her mailbox was removed from its post.
The mailbox was last seen on July 23. The

victim is unsure if mail was in the box at
the time of the theft.

• A Parkwood Drive resident reported
that his concrete stanchions at the end of
his driveway were knocked over. The
incident occurred sometime between 9
p.m. on July 22 and 8:30 a.m. July 23.

• A Country Club Boulevard resident
reported that someone made five with-
drawals from her banking account total-
ing $5,000. The victim doesn’t know who
it could be.

SUNDAY, JULY 25
• A Front Street resident reported that

once a guest left her home she noticed a
gold bracelet missing from out of her
bedroom.

GW Borough Seeks Identity,
And Downtown Renaissance

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Chamber of Commerce and Garwood
resident Alison O’Hara said the new
development in Garwood will affect
the town positively overall and add to
the value of properties in town.

“As a homeowner, I’m happy,” Ms.
O’Hara said. “Aesthetically, it
would have been nicer to see some
other kind of development, instead
of chain stores. Although, I have to
say they are all welcome additions.
Saladworks is a nice addition to the
community and something differ-
ent from a McDonalds.”

“Of course, it’ll cause increased
traffic,” Ms. O’Hara added. “If an
existing business can’t turn the
town’s development into a positive,
it’s a managerial obstacle and can-
not be blamed on the new stores.
The development shows potential
to have a great positive net effect on
the community.”

Mayor McCarthy also agreed that the
chain stores will only be a positive be-
cause they are unique in what they offer.

“Saladworks is pretty much sal-
ads and sandwiches, and Quizno’s
specializes in their breads and subs,”
he said. “It shouldn’t have any im-
pact on mainstays like Rusty’s,
which is more of a restaurant atmo-
sphere. The chains are important
because if business is struggling,
they have the ability to sustain
through hard times.”

Saladworks owner Vinod Kapoor
said his business is flourishing and
bringing in many local youths. “We
are doing very well,” Mr. Kapoor
said. “The area is great for bringing in
young people. It’s great to see them
starting the habit of eating healthy.”

Saladworks, he said, boasts
healthy alternatives to junk food,
and he is proud of his company’s
commitment to keeping healthy.

“We have great mainstream
food. We don’t use any butter, oil
or animal fat, only olive oil. We
have fresh products everyday. We
make our salads fresh and our
dressings from our own recipes,
and our pastas are great. You have
to try our homemade soups. We
make signature sandwiches on
Italian and sourdough bread, along
with Italian Panini sandwiches —
straight like from Italy. We make
everything right in front of [the
customers].”

Quizno’s specializes in toasted
subs, salads, soups and catering.

Quizno’s manager Rakesh Patel
also is noticing strong business and
commitment by the borough to help
create an identity and enviable
stores to draw peoples’ interest.
Mr. Patel said that while the res-
taurant serves a wide range of
people, it is mostly a family res-
taurant, which he feels can benefit
a town such as Garwood.

“Being in Garwood is excellent,”
Mr. Patel said. “Business is good,
and I would definitely recommend
the location to another buyer.”

“Chain stores are good for a com-
munity,” he added. “It makes a nice,
standardized town to shop in. You
know what to expect and everyone
is satisfied.”

Mr. Kapoor also said the Garwood
location is an enviable one and pre-
sented the best available lot.

“This is a good location, and the
best available spot,” he said. “I
would definitely recommend the
location to a potential buyer. The
whole strip from Westfield to
Cranford will be booming soon. It’s
nice to be part of the revival of this
section. Parking is not an issue; we
have plenty of parking. We have
absolutely no complaints.”

Mr. Patel said that, in the same strip
mall lot, parking is not an issue.

“We don’t notice a parking prob-
lem. Actually, we have ample park-
ing. Much more than in Westfield or
Cranford.”

However, complaints about park-
ing were raised by Garwood Cham-
ber of Commerce President and Krafty
Kitchen owner Rich Lefebvre.

“I know it’ll build up traffic,” he
said. “North Avenue is backed up to
Burger King. Now when I go to
Westfield I try to avoid going through
North Avenue. My main concern is
where are people going to park?”

“Between the cleaners and
Westwood they are building stores,
apartments, townhouses, gyms in-
side for the tenants and parking in
the middle. Where are people going
to park if they want to go to the
stores?” he questioned. “Shop Rite
already wants my parking. Then

you have the already existing prob-
lem of where do commuters park?”

Mayor McCarthy said that there
already is commuter parking at Shop
Rite and that an idea to assuage
commuter parking concerns has
been suggested by a councilman
and is being considered; however,
he is not at liberty to speak about it
at this time.

Mr. Lefebvre said he has already
accommodated the gym (Gold
Medal Fitness) with parking before,
but he said, “the gym has too many
people for its parking. It’s good for
business, but people are going to
park behind the ball fields at
Gumpert Field and commuters take
that up during the day.”

Mr. Lefebvre acknowledged the
potential draw of the strip malls and
businesses but is realistic about
parking concerns that he feels could
be problematic.

“It could be a parking nightmare,”
Mr. Lefebvre added. “Yes, it draws
more attraction to the town. The
strip lot with Quizno’s is already
drawing a lot of people. Of course I
like to see more business, I just
want them to provide parking.”

Mr. Lefebvre did say the new busi-
nesses would be good for the tax
rate. “I know for us, as a business,
we kick in our share. The town is in
enough trouble as it is in terms of
taxes,” he said.

Large development is also under-
way at the empty lot on the intersec-
tion of North Avenue and Chestnut
Street. Comments cannot be made
at this stage because the develop-
ment is not open for sale yet. Ac-
cording to Millenium Homes Mar-
keting Director Laurie Apito,
Millenium Homes and ARC Prop-
erties are sharing development.
Millenium Homes was designated
as the developer and will be in
charge of the living spaces, while
ARC Properties will build and lease
the commercial portion.

The plan, as currently constituted,
calls for 20,000 square feet of retail
space and 84 residential units (44
active adult homes and 40 two-story
apartments.) Arc Properties did not
return calls to The Times after re-
peated inquiries as of press time.

A motion to approve the public and
private out-of-district placements
for students with special needs for
the 2004-2005 school year was
passed. Funds for public school
placements totaled $1,413,118 and
funds for private school placements
totaled $2,043,479. The board also
approved scheduled field trips for
SPFHS during the upcoming school
year.

Dr. Choye presented plans for a
new program focusing on character
development, writing, student mo-
tivation and engagement and data
implementation. Board members
agreed to review the proposals and
report back with comments at a later
date. The board also passed a mo-
tion by Dr. Choye to acknowledge
all gifts and donations made to the
schools during the past school year.
The personnel report issued by Dr.
Choye was approved as well.

In other business, the board
passed a motion by Mr. Del Sordi to
approve the transportation contract
renewal with Vogel Bus Co, Inc. for
$21,583.14 to St. Joseph High
School and Bishop Ahr High School,
as well as a joint agreement with
Westfield Board of Education to
transport seven Westfield students
at the cost of $3,684.94.

Mr. Del Sordi also introduced a
motion to award a lease purchase
bid to J.P. Morgan Leasing, Inc.,
which was passed with board mem-
ber Susan Dyckman abstaining. The
board renewed membership and par-
ticipation in both the Union County
Educational Services Commission
Cooperative Pricing System and the
School Alliance Insurance Fund.
The board voted to accept No Child
Left Behind Consolidated Grant Al-
locations for the upcoming school
year totaling $124,418. According
to policy, Mrs. Dyckman read aloud
the BOE Code of Ethics.

The next regular public meeting
of the Scotch Plains – Fanwood
Board of Education will be held on
Thursday, August 26, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Administration Building.
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objectors in person.
Board members and residents also

discussed the potential worsening of
storm water run-off and flooding in
the area by an increase in impervious
coverage. The board discussed storm
water mitigation remedies as a pos-
sible condition of approval.

Mr. Ziolkowski stated that they
were seeking this subdivision as an
investment in their future and that
someday they might want to build
another house on the second lot for
their children, but had no intentions
of developing the second lot at this
time.

Some of the residents expressed
their hopes that this issue would not
divide their neighborhood and many
reiterated their fondness for the
Ziolkowski’s. However, residents also
said that they did not believe that the
land would not be sold to a developer
in the near future.

By withdrawing their application
prior to a vote by the board, the appli-
cants retained their right to re-submit
the application at a later date, much to
the consternation of their neighbors,
who booed the Ziolkowski’s last-
minute withdrawal.

In other business, the board heard
testimony from a professional plan-
ner regarding the South Avenue De-
velopment application. In April,
Messercola Brothers submitted an
application for a 10,000-square-foot
development on the corner of South
Avenue and First Street. This was the
fourth meeting hearing the continua-
tion of that application.

The applicant is applying for a park-
ing variance due to insufficient park-
ing for the three-story mixed-use
building, which includes retail and
office space as well as 12 two-bed-
room, residential units. The size of
the building requires approximately
60 to 70 parking spaces, depending
on how the space is divided. However
the application proposes 48 parking
spaces in the rear lot. Nine additional
spaces of street parking on South
Avenue are also proposed to alleviate
the deficit.

Peter Steck of Maplewood, profes-
sional planner for the applicant, told
the board that the peak parking usage
for commercial, retail and residential
units were at opposite times, thereby
alleviating the need for all of the
spaces to be available simultaneously.
The applicant has also proposed to
waive the certificates of occupancy
for some of the commercial and retail
space until the applicant has proven
that the existing parking is sufficient
for initial occupancy. Board Chair-
man Gregory Cummings said that he
would be amenable to such a condi-
tion.

First Street resident Jim Conahan
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the developer offered to
purchase his property, which abuts
the proposed parking lot; however,
the offer was not sufficiently close to
the market value for his property and
he declined the offer. Mr. Conahan
told The Times that headlights from
cars as well as the height of the build-
ing would diminish the quality of
privacy that he now enjoys. He said
he would be more amenable to a two-
story building. The developer has
agreed to erect a fence and to plant a
landscaped buffer along the perim-
eter of the parking lot to diminish the
glare of headlights into Mr. Conahan’s
rear windows.

Other concerns voiced by neigh-
boring residents included increased

Become a subscriber!
www.goleader.com

Fire Breaks Out at St. Paul’s Church
During Severe Storm Last Week

By BENJAMIN B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD  – Last Tuesday, July
27, Westfield was hit with a big
storm that caused significant dam-
age. This storm kept the Westfield
Fire and Police Departments busy
with a high volume of calls.

During the storm, the Westfield
Fire Department responded to a fire
alarm at St. Paul’s Church on East
Broad Street. Upon arrival there was
a smoke condition in the lobby.
Westfield firefighters quickly lo-
cated the source of the fire in the
second floor of the steeple above the
vestibule.

Firefighters contained the fire to
the second floor before it could
spread to the roof.

Westfield Deputy Chief Daniel
Kelly said, “Firefighters made an
aggressive attack during adverse
weather conditions, containing the
fire to the steeple. And further,
firefighters had to operate through a
very narrow man-way to the fire
floor, which hampered access to the
fire floor.”

As a result of the fire, the steeple
suffered structural damage.

Cranford responded to back up
the Westfield firefighters in case of
a firefighter injury. There were no
firefighter injuries reported. While
Westfield and Cranford remained
on scene, Kenilworth and Spring-
field fire departments covered head-
quarters.

The church has an ongoing resto-
ration project in progress, but the
fire was unrelated to the restoration
process. The cause of the fire ap-
peared to be electrical in nature.

The fire department received 17
flooding condition calls, five wire-
down and power outage calls, one
natural gas leak call and one water
rescue call. All the calls where re-
ceived between 4:30 and 8 p.m. Ad-
ditional calls were received after 10
p.m.

The Westfield Fire Department re-
sponded to Crossway Place for the
water rescue call. Upon arrival, the
victim was removed from the haz-
ardous condition by Westfield Po-
lice Department. The woman’s car
became disabled in the floodwaters
and Sergeant Matthew Cassidy of
the Westfield Police Department res-
cued the victim from the vehicle.
Police were at the scene for 20 min-
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 WF Council Renews
Liquor License; Tables

Deconstruction Vote
By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday
night’s conference meeting, the
Westfield Town Council discussed
the renewal of a pocketed liquor
license.

The license formerly belonged
to Wyckoff’s on North Avenue, and
has been pocketed since its closure
in 1998. The license is owned by
109 North Avenue LLC, and repre-
sented by Arthur Attenasio.

The State Department of Alco-
holic Beverage Control (ABC) has
made a special ruling to extend the
license for one more year. “Unless
the license is being actively used at
an approved site on or before June
30, 2005,” it will not be renewed.

According to Town Clerk Ber-
nard Heeney, the owners have peti-
tioned the state to show that they
have made an effort to sell the li-
cense. He said that when a new
buyer comes forward, they will have
to go through a background check
and the sources of the money used
to purchase the license will be
traced.

According to a letter from ABC
Tiger Realty Corp., the owner of
Wolfgang Puck did approach the
owners of the license for purchase,
but a sale has not been made yet.

If the license is not sold in the
next year, it will die. According to
ABC, after a license dies a town
can apply for an additional license
based on its current population. A
town is allowed one consumption
license per 3,000 residents and one
distribution license per 7,500 resi-
dents. Westfield currently has 10
consumption, one hotel license and
seven distribution licenses.

The council approved the renewal
of the license during their public
meeting.

In other business, the council
decided to postpone voting on an
application for the relocation of a
single-family home at 1 Kirkview

Circle because the utilities have
not been disconnected and final
inspection could not be completed.

Assistant Town Engineer Kris
Macaloon said that it is an over-
sized lot and could potentially be
subdivided into three lots.

Town Administrator James Gildea
said that the owners, Robert and
Joan Vivian, are selling the property
to Joseph Buontempo and hired an-
other company to deconstruct the
house. He said that after the His-
toric Preservation Committee pres-
sured the Vivians, they were able to
contract with a company to move
the 18th-century house to Maine.
(For more information see related
story on Page 2).

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
confirmed that when an applica-
tion is before one of the town
boards, the council defers decision
on a demolition. However, there is
no application currently before a
town board regarding this prop-
erty. He also raised concerns about
the logistics of moving the home
out of town, citing a recent prob-
lem with moving a home in
Chatham.

First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana said that it is his feeling
that the home is not being sold, but
being salvaged, and said he was
not sure the relocation is really
going to happen.

During the public portion of the
meeting Mrs. Vivian told the coun-
cil that they were unable to find
another buyer for the house.

Mayor Gregory McDermott ex-
plained that because conditions
have not been met, since the Vivians
have not moved out of the house,
the application could not be
granted.

Mrs. Vivian explained that
deconstruction needed to begin in
August so that it could be com-
pleted by November. She said that
the sale is contingent upon gaining
approval to deconstruct the house.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, JULY 19
•  Several motor vehicles were re-

ported burglarized, two within the
1000 block of Grandview Avenue. A
Verizon cellular telephone was re-
moved from one of the vehicles, while
a pocketbook was stolen from the
other.

In a third case, which occurred on
Ripley Avenue, someone entered an un-
locked motor vehicle and removed the car
radio.

•  A resident of the 1600 block of
Central Avenue reported that some-
one entered her locked, fenced back-
yard and poured rock salt around a
pin oak tree. It was the second time
such an incident occurred there, po-
lice said.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21
•  William J. Polito, 67, of Scotch Plains

was arrested at the Westfield Tennis Club
on North Chestnut Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated. He was
subsequently released to a responsible
adult.

SATURDAY, JULY 24
•  Two male Westfield residents, ages

14 and 15, were charged with criminal
trespass after they were observed on a
surveillance camera allegedly attempting
to climb through a window of the
Westfield Municipal Building’s Recre-
ation Department.

The boys claimed they were trying to
get into the building’s Teen Center to play
pool. Both were released to the custody of
their parents.

SUNDAY, JULY 25
•  George Deasy, 73, of Rahway was

arrested in the 1500 block of Rahway
Avenue and charged with driving while
intoxicated. He was released with a sum-
mons to a responsible adult.

MONDAY, JULY 26
•  A blue Honda sustained damage while

it was parked in a municipal lot off of
Central Avenue. The rear fender and
driver’s side rear door had been scraped.

TUESDAY, JULY 27
•  A resident of the 400 block of Hill-

side Avenue reported that someone threw
a can of Diet Pepsi through a leaded glass
window on his house.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 28
•  A Clark resident reported that his

Honda was broken into while it was parked
on South Chestnut Street and a Pioneer
compact disc player was removed.

THURSDAY, JULY 29
•  Alan Bucher, 57, of Cranford was

arrested and charged with shoplifting three
bracelets worth a total of $225 from a
North Avenue store. He was issued a
summons and released.

•  After being stopped for motor ve-
hicle violations, James Graves, 19, of
Newark and Matthew Poirier, 18, of
Westfield were arrested and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana. Graves was also wanted
on contempt of court warrants out of
Jersey City and Newark. Both men were
released on their own recognizance on the
Westfield charge.

Residents Oppose Over-Devel.
Of Stamp Residential Lots

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield resident Rick Marano, 51,
was indicted in federal court for insider
trading after a complaint was filed by
the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion.

Marano, who lives on Fanwood Av-
enue, is alleged to have used his position
at Standard & Poor’s for his brother and

a friend to illegally earn over $1 million.
Marano could receive more than 15

years in prison and fines exceeding $1
million if convicted.

* * * * * * *
Bruce Printz, 51, a former resident of

Woodmere Drive in Westfield, has
agreed to never practice medicine in
New Jersey again after closing his oste-
opathy offices in Westfield and
Woodbridge. In exchange, the
Middlesex County Prosecutor’s Office
dropped three charges of criminal sexual
contact.

Printz admitted to kissing a 30-year-
old patient three times last October, im-
properly touching the leg of a 35-year-old
patient in February 2003 and asking a 23-
year-old patient about her sexual activity
in March 2003.

* * * * * * *
Dr. Robert Oberhand, who specializes

in otolaryngology, paid $2.5 million on
March 15, 2002 for malpractice. While
his office is on Elm Street, he sold his
Golf Edge home in 2001.

Crime and Punishment

traffic congestion and flooding due to
the addition of impervious coverage.
A detention basin, as well as a system
of inlets and swells, is part of the plan
to direct storm water out to the sewers
on First Street.

The application will also be re-
viewed by the New Jersey State De-
partment of Transportation, which
will make recommendations to alle-
viate traffic problems at the intersec-
tion. The applicant proposed to in-
stall sidewalk bump-outs to slow traf-
fic along the building’s South Avenue
perimeter.

The hearing will continue at the
board’s next agenda meeting, sched-
uled for Monday, August 16.

officials requested a new one due to some
problems with the formal wording of the
July resolution.

At the start of its meeting, Police Chief
Mark Zyla presented four officers – Brian
Donnelly, Jeff Briel, Paul Belford and
Kevin Lonergan – who were recently pro-
moted to the rank of Sergeant. These four
appointments round out the new upper
echelon in the Police Department, joining
Chief Zyla and Lieutenant Brian Mahoney,
both of whom assumed their positions in
the early spring.

utes. Three other vehicles where
stranded at Crossway Place due to
the severe flooding.

Westfield Fire House Two also suf-
fered basement flooding and mini-
mal damage to back-up equipment.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
DNC PARTY...On Thursday night local Democrats gathered at the home of
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella to watch the Democratic National Convention
on television. Pictured, from left to right, are: Freeholder Mirabella, Phyllis
Mirabella, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
and Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada.

tant Director in the Office of Perfor-
mance Measurement and Improve-
ment for the VA NJ Health Care Sys-
tem as well as a member of the
Fanwood Board of Health. Their
daughter, Tara, is a television pro-
ducer in Manhattan and their son,
Joseph Jr. of Edison, is a history
teacher and assistant varsity baseball
coach at Scotch Plains – Fanwood
High School.
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Mountainside resident Dr. Ronald
Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H., was re-
cently appointed as a Visiting Scholar
at the world-renowned Columbia
University Medical School Center for
Neurobiology and Behavior in Man-
hattan. Dr. Glassman, who completed
graduate work in public health at
Columbia, said it “feels like coming
home” when the announcement was
made during a meeting at Columbia
University in Manhattan on Friday,
July 9.

Dr. Glassman is board certified and
registered in clinical hypnosis, also
known as medical hypnosis. He will
be the first clinical hypnotherapist
ever to receive an appointment at
Columbia as a Visiting Scholar. Dr.
Glassman specializes in habit and
behavior modification, and will con-
tinue practicing full-time. According
to Columbia’s Dr. Joy Hirsch, “He is
well-known around the country for
his work in medical hypnosis. He
always did great things. Even as a
graduate student at Columbia, Dr.
Glassman was awarded a U.S. Public
Health Scholarship,” said Dr. Hirsch.

Dr. Glassman will devote several
days a month at the Institute research-

ing the human brain using Functional
Magnetic Resonance Imaging
(FMRI). “The FMRI project observes
the active thinking brain while it’s
being scanned in ‘real time’ via MRI,
similar to those found in any major
hospital. The procedure is painless.
Columbia University is a world leader
in mapping brain function.” The Cen-
ter and its contributions to neuro-
science were recently featured on The
Today Show.

“Basically, the research subject’s
brain is scanned while doing some
simple tasks, like adding a few num-
bers or identifying pictures of com-
mon objects. Any mental task, even
brief thoughts, produces a measur-
able change in brain function and this
can be seen, live on screen, and then
‘mapped’ during the FMRI scan. We
can actually witness how different
areas of the brain ‘react’ depending
on the area of the mind required to
perform one task or another,” says Dr.
Glassman. “FMRI is leading to more
and more questions and answers about
the mind-body relationship, a fron-
tier of neuroscience at Columbia, as
well as Harvard. Yale and other lead-
ing universities,” says Dr. Glassman.
Brain mapping at Columbia is al-
ready used to help neurosurgeons
around the world perform brain sur-
gery with extraordinary degrees of
accuracy.

Glassman’s specific interest rests
in how the ‘landscape’ of the brain
changes when a person experiences
food cravings. “I want to learn more
about what happens to brain function
when a person experiences a craving
for a particular food. I also want to
investigate the perception of fullness
and satisfaction. Columbia is already
involved in researching the connec-
tion between the mind and one’s rela-
tionship to food, so my interest is a
perfect fit,” explains Glassman.

For more information, please call
his office at 908-301-0039 or visit his
web site at
www.MedicalHypnosos.info
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By Fred Lecomte

Business & Professional Spotlight

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

908-232-8977
917 Mountain Avenue • Mountainside, NJ

Boyleassociates@aol.com

INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE

Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Short-term stays that leave long-term impressions
at Sunrise Senior Living

At Sunrise, we understand that taking a
vacation, a business trip or a much needed
break from your caregiving routine can be
a challenge for anyone caring for an elderly
parent or family member. That’s why you
should consider a short-term stay for the
senior in your life. It’s also an option if your
loved one needs extra assistance after a
hospital stay. Our short-term stay program
offers caregivers peace of mind when quality
senior care is necessary.

At Sunrise, we provide fully furnished
private suites, three delicious meals daily
including snacks, personalized assistance
and care, as well as stimulating activities,
housekeeping and scheduled group outings.
Visit or call a Sunrise community to learn more
about our short-term stays.

Call today for a personal tour
and complimentary lunch

NJ Transit Chair Reappoints
Kealy Corporate Secretary

NEWARK – NJ TRANSIT Board
Chairman Jack Lettiere has reap-
pointed Gwen Watson Kealy of
Westfield to her 12th consecutive term
as the Corporation’s Board Secretary.

Ms. Watson Kealy, who was first
appointed to the corporate officer
position in 1992, has played an active
role in the development and imple-
mentation of the policy, procedural
and administrative framework neces-
sary for effective operation of the
board and its committees. She serves
on NJ TRANSIT’s Executive Com-
mittee as the Board’s representative
to ensure coordination and commu-
nication between NJ TRANSIT, its
board members and the New Jersey
Department of Transportation.

“Gwen’s role in this corporation is
invaluable, acting as the board’s eyes
and ears on issues they must address,”
said Mr. Lettiere. “Time and time
again, her years of service at NJ
TRANSIT have proven to be an asset
to our seven-member board of direc-
tors and the corporation’s staff.”

“Gwen continually helps the Cor-
poration effectively focus on its mis-
sion to improve the commuting expe-
rience,“ said NJ TRANSIT Execu-
tive Director George Warrington.
“From more train trips to expanded
parking, Gwen’s organization and
commuter advocacy role keeps NJ

TRANSIT moving forward.”
Ms. Watson Kealy was selected for

the first American Public Transporta-
tion Association (APTA) Leadership
class and now serves on the APTA Site
Selection Committee, which identi-
fies locations for industry national con-
ferences. Most recently, she chaired
the industry’s Commuter Rail confer-
ence in Atlantic City. Last month, Ms.
Watson Kealy received the 2004 Trans-
portation Merit award from the Re-
gional Business Partnership.

Ms. Watson Kealy volunteers for
numerous organizations, including
the Susan Komen Breast Cancer Foun-
dation, the American Cancer Society,
the Community Food Bank of New
Jersey and shelters for battered
women in Union, Hudson and
Middlesex counties. She lives in
Westfield with her two children,
Megan, 17 and Jason, 16.

Town Bank Announces Results;
 Intends Cranford Branch

WESTFIELD – Robert Dowens, Sr.,
President and Chief Executive Officer
of The Town Bank, announced its mid-
year results. As of June 30, 2004, the
Bank’s net income was $537,000 or
$0.29 per basic share and $0.28 per
diluted share, representing a gain of
51.3% when compared with net in-
come of $355,000 or $0.33 per basic
share and $0.32 per diluted share for
the same period a year ago.

“This increase in the Bank’s net
income,” Mr. Dowens said, “can be
attributed to a higher level of net
interest income due to the overall
growth of the institution.”

For the quarter ended June 30, the
ninth consecutive profitable quarter,
net income was $267,000 or $0.14
per basic and diluted share compared
with $211,000 or $0.19 per basic and
diluted share for the same period a
year ago. The president noted that the
change in earnings per share for both
periods “is the result of the private
placement of the Bank’s common
stock,” which was completed during
the third quarter of 2003.

On June 30, total assets were
$122,900,000 compared with
$93,455,000 a year ago, representing
growth of $29,445,000 or 31.5 percent.
“The bank also continues to experience

increased deposit and loan activity,”
Mr. Dowens said. “The Bank’s depos-
its grew to $105,917,000 at June 30,
2004, from $83,278,000 for the prior
year, reflecting an increase of
$22,639,000 or 27.2 percent.” He added
that loans outstanding rose from
$67,978,000 to $93,347,000, increas-
ing $25,369,000 or 37.3 percent.

Established in 1998 by Westfield
area business and professional people
“who saw the need for a full service,
hometown, community bank, The
Town Bank continues to solidly rein-
force the convictions of its founders,”
Mr. Dowens said. He added that the
Bank has made application to the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora-
tion and the New Jersey Department
of Banking to establish a branch of-
fice at 245 North Avenue, Cranford.

Headquartered in Westfield at 520
South Avenue with a branch office at
44 Elm Street, the Bank offers a full
range of products and services to small
businesses, professionals and indi-
vidual consumers in Westfield and
the surrounding communities of
Clark, Fanwood, Mountainside,
Garwood, Scotch Plains, Springfield,
and Cranford. The Bank can be
reached by phone at (908) 301-0800
or online at www.townbank.com.

Fanwood Recreation Events
Summer Program: The Fanwood

Recreation commission will end on
Friday, August 6.

The programs are under the di-
rection of Kevin Ewing, Executive
Director and Tom Baylock, Assis-
tant Director.The program runs from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. weather permitting.
The parks will close due to rain or
extreme heat.

Summer Activities: The Activi-
ties include Crafts, Tournaments,
Games, Sports, and Special events.
There are two age groups: 5-7 year
olds and 8 years and up. Kids may
come and play different board games
or sporting events.

July 26 to 30, miscellaneous
games; August 2 to 6, summer luau
week.

TV 35, the Fanwood Website,
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times will carry more information
for us regarding the theme weeks.

To register, go to the park and fill
out a registration form. Registra-
tion is open to all Fanwood and
Scotch Plains residents. There is a
$5 registration fee.

Fanwood Soccer Camp: The
Fanwood Soccer Camp is run by
David Moser, Assistant Varsity Soc-

cer Coach New Providence High
School. The camp concentrates on
the basics. Campers must be be-
tween 5 and 10 years old. The re-
maining week is August 9 to 13
from 9 a.m. until noon. For bro-
chures, please email
fanwoodsoccercamp@yahoo.com
or call (908) 451-5123.

Fanwood Tennis Camp: The camp
is run by Brian Maloney, a tennis pro
who lives in Fanwood.  The weeks
and times vary. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 322-5877.

Fanwood goes to Hollywood:
Summer Movies at LaGrande Park
will be held on Tuesdays at dusk.
The rain date will be the following
night. The remaining movies are:
August 3–Brother Bear; August 10–
Kangaroo Jack; August 17–Kim
Possible.

Refreshments will be available
courtesy of the Fanwood Junior
Womens Club.

Please bring small beach chairs
or blankets to sit on for the movies.

PLEASE REMEMBER: NO
DOGS IN THE PARK

For any questions or comments,
please call the Fanwood Recreation
Department at (908) 889-2080.

TREE TIPS:
Root Strangulation

By: Martin Schmiede, President
Schmiede Tree Expert Company

     If any of your trees appear un-
healthy on one side, the problem
may be what arborists call “gir-
dling roots”.  “Strangling roots”
would be a much more appropri-
ate name because the results, if
untended, can be just that ulti-
mate end.  Prime candidates are
trees planted in confined spaces
or in poor soil conditions.   Two
or even more roots may have no
place to grow and so develop
upwards instead of downwards
and wrap themselves around an-
other root.    As they grow to-
gether closely, they literally
strangle each other and, sooner
or later, the unlucky trees.
     The problem is easy to detect
but the condition is not cured
easily.  If you cannot see roots
wrapped over each other, pull
away the soil on the tree sides
showing signs of stress.  The
chances of finding the roots caus-
ing difficulties are excellent be-
cause they do their damage just
below ground levels.
     Girdling or strangling roots
are best removed by a tree health
professional.  These are not jobs
for amateurs.  It requires special PAID BULLETIN BOARD

SCHMIEDE TREE
EXPERT CO., INC.

908-233-TREE

For Instant Reply-
Call: 908-482-8855

skills and sharp instruments to
literally cut away the trouble-
some roots by traditional tree
surgery methods.
     Once the problem-causing
roots are removed, a good feed-
ing is the best medicine for af-
flicted trees, particularly on the
sides thus damaged.  For those
areas, because of the earlier
tightness of the encircling  roots,
it will be the first  sustenance in
a long time.
     Many fine trees have been
lost unnecessarily because the
property owners assumed these
large and lovely plants were dy-
ing and took them down person-
ally or hired tree cutters.  Pro-
fessional arborists are concerned
about trees’ health.  Cutting trees
down is the last thing they want
to do, especially when such sur-
gical procedures could revive
the trees!
     Girdling or choking roots are
responsible for most of the so-
called “frost cracks”.  For many
years, expansion and contrac-
tion of trunk tissues unevenly
warmed up by the sun in the very
early spring were thought to be

responsible for vertical splits in
the hardwood.  New research has
demonstrated, however, that be-
neath almost every “frost crack”
are constricting girdling roots.
The girdling root surgery work
is reasonable in cost, especially
when it saves valuable trees.
     Roots - creators of growth -
should spread down and deep to
help the trees they serve.  When
they go astray they must be cut
away.

Historic Kirkview Circle
Home to be Moved to ME

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

 Robert and Joan Vivian of
Westfield applied to the town to re-
move and relocate their home at 1
Kirkview Circle.

The council delayed decision on
the demolition because all utilities
have not been disconnected.

After August 18, the property will
be sold to B & B Properties, owned by
Joseph Buontempo. The basement
and garage will be demolished. It is
unknown whether an application will
be filed for subdivision of the prop-
erty. The property is approximately
250x150 feet and not fully rectangu-
lar. Zoning in the area calls for prop-
erties to be 75x120 feet, meaning that
at least three new homes could be
constructed.

The house will be deconstructed by
Antique Renovations LLC of Gray,
Maine, a subsidiary of Cyr Auction

Company. Cyr confirmed that they are
purchasing the house to dismantle.
According to Mr. and Mrs. Vivian,
the company will be purchasing a
piece of land in New Gloucter, ME to
reconstruct the house on.

According to Mr. Vivian, the home
will be moved by November 15.

Originally known as the Squire
Radley House and later as Talcott
Farms, the house dates back to 1750.
On the evening of June 26, 1777 the
home was invaded by British Soldiers.

Other homes on the council’s list
for demolition were 27 Woodbrook
Circle by Needle Point Homes, 229
Myrtle Avenue by Parkview Devel-
opers Inc., 3 South Wickom Drive by
Anthony Buontempo, 309 Woods End
Road by Primavera Parkview LLC
and 4 Burgess Court by Joseph
Buontempo.

See the related story on the front
page.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING THE CAKE...Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada, right, and Phylliss
Mirabella hold a cake up for display at Freeholder Alexander Mirabella’s home
in Fanwood during a TV Party to view the Democrat National Convention.

Dr. Ronald Glassman Named
Visiting Scholar at Columbia

Bone Density Screenings
Scheduled at Area ‘Y’
WESTFIELD — Overlook Hospi-

tal will conduct a bone density screen-
ing on Tuesday, August 17, from 10
a.m. to noon at the Westfield Area
“Y,” 220 Clark Street in Westfield.

The cost is $10 per person; $8 for
those over 60. For an appointment,
please call (800) 247-9580. For more
details, please call the “Y” at (908)
233-2700, extension no. 251.

Bone Density Screenings
Scheduled at Area ‘Y’
WESTFIELD — Overlook Hospi-

tal will conduct a bone density screen-
ing on Tuesday, August 17, from 10
a.m. to noon at the Westfield Area
“Y,” 220 Clark Street in Westfield.

The cost is $10 per person; $8 for
those over 60. For an appointment,
please call (800) 247-9580. For more
details, please call the “Y” at (908)
233-2700, extension no. 251.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING THE OATH…New Superior Court Judge in Union County, Frederic
Kessler, was sworn in last Friday afternoon in Elizabeth. Pictured above, from the
left, are: children Matthew and Lisa Kessler, wife Roberta Kessler, Judge Kessler
and his mother, Bernice Kessler.

LOCAL LEGEND…New York Yankees legend Phil Rizzuto, center, cuts the
ribbon, officially opening a new park named in his honor in the Township of Union
on July 21 as Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada, fourth from
right, and Freeholders Chester Holmes, third from right, Deborah Scanlon,
second from right, Al Mirabella, right, and Lewis Mingo, left, hold the ribbon. Mr.
Rizzuto is watched by his wife Cora and John Kean, whose family sold the
property to the county on which the new park stands.
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DID YOU KNOW . . .
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Celebrating our 50th year
in the Tree Business

Bramnick Bill Seeks Notices
Required for Auto Insurers

AREA –Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) drafted legislation
which would require automobile in-
surance providers to give policyhold-
ers written notice before non-renewal
of an existing policy.

The bill will specify that an insur-
ance provider may not allow an exist-
ing policy to expire without first giving
the policy holder 10 days written notice
of non-renewal. This legislation will
alert the consumer to any potential prob-
lems with their policy renewal.

“Consumers must have a safeguard
against faulty non-renewal of their

insurance policies,” said Asm.
Bramnick.

The proposed bill would also pro-
vide increased protection for New
Jersey motorists.

“This important consumer protec-
tion legislation will ensure that New
Jersey drivers do not inadvertently
lapse in their automobile insurance
coverage,” he added.

Asm. Bramnick is a member of the
Assembly Consumer Affairs Com-
mittee and will introduce this bill at
the first session of the General As-
sembly in September.

Councilman Jim Foerst Seeks
Public’s Help to Stop “OverD”

This past Tuesday, the Town Coun-
cil reviewed and granted a plethora of
demolition permit applications for vari-
ous properties around town.  Unfortu-
nately, based on our current ordinances,
we have no legal grounds to deny these
applications. I am sure that homes that
were in keeping with the neighbor-
hood will yet again be replaced by
oversized new construction. These new
homes continue to push the envelope
with regard to height and floor area,
ultimately changing the look and feel
of otherwise tranquil and serene neigh-
borhoods. I was dismayed that I was
once again powerless to control what I
feel is the continuing over-develop-
ment (OverD) of our town.

This past Monday, the Planning
Board heard and was forced to ap-
prove a developer’s application to sub-
divide a lot on Benson Place. The plan
calls for demolition of an early 1800’s
colonial, which will be replaced by
two 2-3,000 square foot homes — both
“maxing” out the allowed height of 38
feet. Again, our town government was
without the legal means to reject such
an application. The Planning Board
and the citizens opposing that applica-
tion were begging the Council to move
on this issue and provide legal justifi-
cation to deny these types of applica-
tions.

Unfortunately, because of state regu-
lations, it is difficult to pass local laws

to protect our town from this epidemic
of over-development. In fairness to my
colleagues on the Council, we have
authorized and begun a pilot study to
address this very issue. This study will
give us the factual basis to create regu-
lations forcing developers to maintain
neighborhood characteristics as to size
and scope — preserving the look and
feel of existing neighborhoods. How-
ever, this appears to be moving at an
agonizingly slow pace while our town
changes before our very eyes.

While I have appealed to my col-
leagues on the Council to move this
issue to the forefront, other things al-
ways seem to take precedent — and in
all fairness, we do have many impor-
tant issues. However, I cannot sit idly
by without voicing my serious con-
cerns — and I know that I am not
alone.

Does anyone else feel that the in-
crease of development in the last few
years is almost an epidemic? Will we
just quietly allow more of Westfield’s
rich history to be overrun with
“Levittown/McMansion style” neigh-
borhoods? We need to make this issue
a priority.

If you feel that this is an important
issue, please e-mail me and your Town
Council at
mayorandcouncil@westfieldnj.net
and let us know that this issue matters
to you.

Aitoff Projection; Azimuthal;
(Modified Azimuthal Equidistant);
Neither Conformal or Equal-area;
David Aitoff; 1889
Interruptions by J. Paul Goode; Date unknown

WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?

By Mary Alyce Torpy
For The Westfield Leader and The Times

Merida,Venezuela

Hello Again. Whoa, look at the
time! I just realized that I have to be
back to work soon, three weeks left
and one and a half countries to go. I
am going to have to pick up the pace
at this point! Venezuela was difficult
to leave behind, it seemed as though
there was never enough time to see
everything. After one month in the
country, I must say that I would highly
recommend a Venezuelan vacation to
anyone who loves the great outdoors.
The people were warm and welcom-
ing and the adventures were limit-
less.

My last stop was in the State of
Merida, located high in the Andes at
an elevation of 5,332 feet. Merida is a
major tourist destination and serves
as a launching point for a variety of
Andean adventures. It offers every-
thing from mountain climbing, hik-
ing, white water rafting, and canoe-
ing, to thrill seeking safaris where
you can touch 14 foot anacondas and
wrestle crocodiles. (I would have, but
I forgot my anti-venom snake serum
and wrestling gloves, really).

The best way to get a feel for the
fabulous scenery of Merida is to ride
the teleferico, the highest and longest
cable car in the world. The view is
spectacular: It’s great to watch the
city disappear beneath you as the
cable car climbs. Close to the last
cable car station is Pico Bolivar, the
country’s highest point. You can stop
along the way to get off and hike or
ride mules to the village of Los
Nevados. However, they forget to tell
you that the casual hike is five to six
hours!

And for those, like myself, who
can not seem to get it through their
thick heads that it does get cold in

South America, you can rent a warm
sweater or jacket at the entrance to
the first cable car for about one USD.
The rafting in this region is a must.
The rapids range from grade three to
grade five. The all-inclusive two-day
rafting/kayaking trip costs approxi-
mately $90 USD and it is truly the
thrill seeking adrenaline rush of a
lifetime.

This land is the home of to the laid
back, Venezuelan cowboys. If you
can’t catch a taxi, you can always hop
on a horse or a donkey. Coffee and
fresh squeezed juice are sold in the
street stands and both are quite deli-
cious. It does not take an American
two seconds to notice that something
is seriously wrong with the coffee
cups — which are actually 2.5 ounce
plastic shot glasses. Needless to say,
I felt the locals begin to stare when I
ordered my fifth shot in five minutes,
still struggling to open my eyes. The
cowboys soon introduced me to an
easier, more stress free way to start
my day, a nice glass of fresh squeezed
orange juice mixed with some sort of
moonshine wine. They sort of have
the same attitude as Key West, but
different.

Well, I just made it across the bor-
der and into the beautiful colonial
city of Cartenga, Colombia. If you
don’t hear from me by next week,
please start a fund raising campaign.
LOL. Ciao.

     ,     ,     
            www. o n t h e s i d e n j . c om

“...fitness
that’s fun.”

FITNESS SPA CAFE

Filings Show Candidates
Of Future Area Elections

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Former State Senator Joseph Suliga
of Linden has filed his Election Law
Financials for the 2007 State Senate
Primary. He claims $17,066 in his
coffers. Senator Nicholas Scutari,
who replaced Suliga last year, has
also filed for the 2007 primary with
$54,947.

Bret Schundler has filed for start-
ing a campaign fund to run for gover-
nor in the 2005 Republican primary.
Three other candidates have filed their
intent to run in the 2005 Republican
primary for Governor. They include:

Robert Schroeder who has $200,293;
John Murphy who has $95,100 and
Paul DiGaetano who has $30,388.
Governor James McGreevey has yet
to file any ELEC forms for 2005.

Freeholder Mary Ruotolo, who is
not seeking reelection this year, has
$1,462 in funds for the 2005 primary.

Republican Joel Weingarten has
$89,355 for the 2005 Republican State
Assembly primary – seats currently
held by Assemblymen Jon Bramnick
and Eric Munoz.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr has
filed for the 2007 mayoral primary
with $824.

Tree ID Workshop
Offered At Farmers’
Market in Westfield

WESTFIELD – On Thursday, Au-
gust 5, between 2 and 5 p.m., James
Nichnadowicz will be on hand at the
Westfield Farmers’ Market to explain
how to identify the many different kinds
of trees that grow in Westfield and New
Jersey. Please feel free to bring some
leaves of any tree to be identified. Also,
he will have a sign-up box to win a book
about tree identification.

Mr. Nichnadowicz works for the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension Pro-
gram of Union County. He is the
organizer and facilitator of the 4-H
Master Tree Steward Program, a pro-
gram that trains adults to teach chil-
dren about trees.

Rutgers Cooperative Extension is a
government organization sponsored by
the federal, state and county govern-
ments. It offers programs and advice in
the areas of youth development, horti-
culture, environmental concerns and
family and consumer sciences.

The Westfield Farmers’ Market is
organized by the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce. It takes place every
Thursday from 2 to 7 p.m. until the end
of October. For more information,
please contact (908) 233-3021.

WWII Atomic Bomb
Survivors to Visit Union County

AREA – A Peace and World Friend-
ship Day will be held from 1 to 5 p.m.
on Saturday, August 7, in downtown
Cranford. Hibakusha, survivors of the
atomic bombing of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, will be special guests. The
peace fair will take place in Eastman
Plaza at the intersection of North Av-
enue West and Eastman Street.

The public is invited to this free
event to view art, hear music and po-
etry, visit information tables and meet
and hear the Hibakusha tell of their
wartime experiences. Everyone is in-
vited to bring a percussion instrument
and participate in the drum circle that
will close the event.

A welcoming ceremony for the
Hibakusha will take place at 10:30 a.m.
in the courtyard of St. John’s Church  in
Elizabeth.

At 2 p.m. the Hibakusha will con-
tinue on to the Elizabeth Public Library
where they will speak at the library’s
summer teen program.

The Hibakusha will come to
Westfield for a gathering at 7 p.m. at
the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield.

Hibakusha have visited New Jersey
for the past 16 years as part of an annual
commemoration of the atomic bomb-
ing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki on Au-
gust 6 and 9, 1945.

This year’s visitors are Hidetaka
Komine and Hidekazu Harada. Mr.
Komine, 63, is Secretary General of
Nagasaki A-Bomb Youth and Maidens
Association. While playing outside, he
was seriously burned on his hands, feet
and belly.

Mr. Harada, age 68, is Vice President
of the Saitama Prefecture A-bomb Suf-
ferers Association. He was trapped un-
der the rubble of his collapsed house
and helped out by his father.

The Peace Fair is sponsored by The
New Jersey Hiroshima/Nagasaki Re-
membrance Day Committee and the
Union County Peace & Social Action
Committee. To learn more, please call
Sylvia Zisman at (973) 376-5629 or
Paula Borenstein, of Infinity Yoga, at
(908) 289-3584.

For information about the Hibakusha
visit to New Jersey, call NJ Peace Ac-
tion at (973) 744-3263. All events are
free and open to the public.

Mary Alyce Torpy for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WRESTLE MANIA...Merida, Venezuela is located high in the Andes where
tourists can play with14 foot anaconda snakes as pictured above.



Page 4  Thursday, August 5, 2004 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Poem Reflects Spectrum of Feelings
People Experience In Their Lives

Letters to the Editor
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A Reader writes: Could you print
the poem “On Human Relations”? I
heard you speak about it and it meant
a lot to me.

Answer: Here it is. “On Human
Relations,” which highlights the dif-
ferent dimensions of emotions and
human relations, covers the gamut of
feelings we all experience. The author
is anonymous:

On Human Relations
The greatest comfort — kindness.
The greatest handicap — fear.
The nicest feeling — appreciation.
The worst mistake —bitterness.
The best help — clear thinking.
The greatest power — love.
The sorriest pain — anxiety.
The most needless burden — false

guilt.
The most pleasant attitude — cheer-

fulness.
The highest barrier — false pride.
The most wasteful action — self-pity.
The deepest need — understanding.
The brightest hope — personal ma-

turity.
The most pressing ache — loneliness.
The greatest problem — the self.
The most constant need — self-

assurance.
The saddest feeling — rejection.
The greatest yearning —. tenderness.
The sweetest joy — romance.
The swiftest resolution — self-

knowledge.
- Anonymous

A Young Adult Writes: I have an
identical twin sister. Our mother raised
us as if we were one. She always
dressed us alike, combed our hair the
same way (whether we liked it or not),
put us in the same classes in school
and, in general, had the same expecta-
tions of us. My sister didn’t care; I did.

I’ve never been my own person and
whenever I tried to talk to her about it,
she said I should feel blessed to have a
sibling with whom to share every-
thing. I’m in college and seeing a nice
guy, but my mother wants me to “go
slow” until my sister finds someone so
we can double date and feel we’re on

the same wavelength.
I’ve kept my anger in for years, and

I’m ready to tell my mother off. Do
you see any reason not to?

Answer: Your readiness to confront
your mother is long overdue. It is unfor-
tunate that your mother felt she had to
control your lives the way she did with-
out realizing that you and your sister,
although being identical twins, had your
own, specific needs and feelings. You
never had the opportunity to individu-
ate and become your own person.

You have every right to make your
own decisions re your boyfriend. Sit
down with mom, pour your feelings
out (show her this response if you
want), and tell her you are in command
of your life, and you will make the best
decisions possible. Good luck becom-
ing the real you!

A future mother-in-law writes: My
son “Gregg” (disguised name) is mar-
rying “Alice” (disguised name) in Oc-
tober. Alice is a nice woman, divorced
with three young children. We have no
problems, and I stay clear of interfer-
ing with their lives.

However, I am very opposed to the
wedding ceremony. I will walk down
the aisle with my son, but Alice insists
that her three children be part of the
proceedings. Since these are not my
son’s children, I do not see why they
have to be part of the procession; this
only states to the guests that she had
been married before. Your response,
please.

Answer: I commend you for not being
involved in your son’s personal affairs,
but I do feel you would be making a grave
error if you let your feelings be known re.
the wedding ceremony.

Alice and Gregg should be the only
ones to work out the plans. It appears
that they are proud of their family. In
this day and age, there is no shame
attached to Alice’s divorce situation. I
am sure you do not want to alienate
anyone. Accept your son’s decisions
and enjoy the children. Do not miss out
on the joys of being a grandparent.
Loosen up a bit!

Reader Says Deck Development
Opponents Not All Misinformed

Reader Praises WHS
Music, Drama Teachers

Over the past several months, I have
enjoyed reading The Westfield Leader-
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times’ profiles
on the budding theatrical careers of some
of the tremendously-talented students who
performed in Westfield High School’s
recent musicals such as Evita and Pirates
of Penzance.

I couldn’t help but notice that, while the
names of the students change from article
to article, the names of their mentors do
not. Most of these young people, if not all,
credit WHS’ Music Director Bill Mathews
and Drama Teacher Joseph Nierle for fu-
eling their passion for performing and for
teaching them how to do it well.

The students’ repeated recognition of
their teachers for the positive influence
they have had on their lives stands as a
real tribute to Mr. Mathews and Mr.
Nierle. They are to be congratulated.

Susan Dyckman
Fanwood

Reader Claims Gov.
Misuses Public Funds
Westfield Democratic Chair Kenneth

Rotter’s letter in The Leader complains
about a 5x7 postcard he received from
Michael Ferguson three-and-a-half months
prior to the election. While I agree that
elected officials should not spend public
money on campaign promotions I also be-
lieve Mr. Rotter must be living in a vacuum.

I can’t turn on the TV or radio without
hearing and seeing Governor James
McGreevey promoting himself. I have a
folder full of promotional material I re-
ceived from Governor McGreevey saying
how much he has done for New Jersey.
Radio commercials where you hear the
Governor saying how he “fixed” EZ Pass,
TV commercials showing Governor
McGreevey with a trailer full of people
who committed insurance fraud. As Chair
of the Westfield Democratic Party, Mr.
Rotter should ask who is paying for Gov-
ernor McGreevey’s campaign commer-
cials 15-and-a-half months before the elec-
tion and at a time when he must borrow
$2.7 billion to close the state budget.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

Taxpayer Resents Use
Of Money for Mailings

The same day I read Mr. Rotter’s letter
in the July 29 Times, I received the second
“update” from Congressman Ferguson.

This one informed me that “Ferguson
votes for Child Nutrition Improvement
and Integrity Act.” It also notes that, “this
mailing was prepared, published and
mailed at taxpayer expense.”

As a taxpayer, I resent the use of my tax
dollars for what is in effect campaign
literature. In fact, the only difference be-
tween this “update” and a campaign ad-
vertisement is that we are paying for the
update. I’ve emailed Congressman
Ferguson about this but have not received
a response.

I urge taxpayers of whatever political
persuasion to contact Congressman
Ferguson and let him know you resent his
misuse of tax dollars.

Victor Sloan, MD
Scotch Plains

The attitude set forth in the July 29th
letter of Jacques Andre is typical of many
of the proponents of the garage. If you
agree with them you are being influenced
by facts. If you disagree, then you refuse
to believe the facts.

He complained of misinformation be-
ing abundant and with that I agree. How
many times did the proponents of the
present plans have to withdraw, correct or
deny the “facts” provided by themselves
and the contractors and developers?

We were all treated to Joe Spector’s
dire warnings of empty stores if we didn’t
build a huge parking deck behind his
building. In the Record Press, July 30,
2004, he is quoted as stating that “down-
town business is strong…There’s a lot of
interest…there are more people that own
businesses looking for retail space than
locations (available).” It is this type of
duplicity that breeds misinformation.

Mr. Andre also joins that long line of
omniscient people who know better than
the voters. Will anyone forget Mr.
Betancourt, responding to a proponent of
the referendum, when he said he had his
“finger on the pulse of the voters” and that
he knew what they wanted? Now that the
garage has proved an embarrassment, he
is in favor of a referendum to check and
see if his finger was on the pulse or
elsewhere.

Mr. Andre claims that the referendum
will “not represent the will of the people
because only a percentage will vote and
many of those will be uninformed or,
worse yet, misinformed.”

I guess it is important for those who
know better than the voters to prepare
themselves for the defeat of their unpopu-
lar plan by convincing themselves that
the rabble that disagrees with them is
“uninformed or misinformed.”

We were constantly told that the
project would support itself and wouldn’t
cost the taxpayers a dime. (Remember E-
Z Pass?) Now that a referendum question
is needed we are told that the bonds can-
not be backed by the revenue of the project
because there would not be sufficient
revenue; they must be general obligation
bonds backed by the taxes of Westfield.

Does Mr. Andre really have to won-
der about the source of the misinforma-
tion? If so, what about the embarrassment
when the Parking Department had to ad-
mit that its long-flaunted permit list had
never been properly vetted?

I don’t take the position that no garage
is needed, nor do I say we have no problem.
I do say that the present plans have been
steeped in duplicity, contradiction and such
bad public relations that I do not have any
trust in their viability. I suggest that a few
people who “know better than the voters”
decided what they thought was good for
Westfield and did everything they could to
make the facts support their conclusion.

Mr. Andre’s comments are insulting
to the voters of Westfield and I trust that
these voters will turn out in large numbers
to respond.

A. John Blake
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Danaide – A water wheel, consisting

of two tapering shells, one within the
other.

2. Cleronomy – Inheritance; heritage.
3. Bleb – A small blister or swelling on

the skin or plants.
4. Subtiliation – The act of making thin.

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

STUPRATION
1. The act of curling or coiling
2. The process of chewing and swal-

lowing
3. Rape; violation by force
4. Intimidation; humiliation

SCHATCHEN
1. A marriage broker
2. A hobo; tramp
3. A dancer
4. A small bell similar to a sleighbell

TETTIX
1. A tumor
2. A cicada
3. A scar
4. A tyrant or despot

RONION
1. A pretender to learning; a quack
2. A fool or imbecile
3. A mangy, scabby animal
4. A chiropractor

Editorial on Spending Is Well-Meaning,
But Does Not Address Bigger Issues

Reader Fears Infringement of
Freedom of Expression

WF Parent Applauds
‘Y’ Camp Programs

I appreciate your giving me the time
and space to thank the Westfield “Y.” My
children have been involved in it’s camp
programs since 1994 and before my kids
are fully grown, and in a time filled with
fear, reluctance and at times hate, I must
say how thankful my husband and I are
for the camp programs at the “Y.”

The counselors and directors of each
camp my children have been involved
with have always been friendly, helpful
and encouraging.  They are respectful of
my children’s feelings and at times of
trouble, have been understanding and
compassionate.  They encourage fun and
help us parents get through stressful days
at work by knowing our kids are safe and
well taken care of.

I’m sorry that I have not done this
before, I but hope that the counselors
today and those who have moved on with
their lives will know that we are thankful
beyond words for their kindnesses.

The Westfield “Y” has a lot to be proud
of, so again thanks!

Elyce Hirtler
Westfield

Your July 29 editorial regarding Union
County freeholders’ use of taxpayer funds
for mass mailings, while well-meaning,
focuses on the wrong issue.

You correctly point out that it’s diffi-
cult to determine whether these mailings
are legitimate constituent communica-
tion or wasteful and unfair self-promo-
tion. For argument’s sake, let’s assume
they’re the latter and that our elected
representatives squandered $625,000 of
our hard-earned money on such corre-
spondence last year. That would be inex-
cusable. But it’s also just a tiny fraction of
a $271.4 million county budget that’s
filled with waste of far higher magnitude.

I’d love to see The Leader truly fulfill
its civic obligation by embarking on more
enterprising coverage of the rest of the
county budget – where the real spending

is. Your subscribers deserve more prob-
ing reporting that would expose the un-
told millions in thinly veiled patronage
for incompetent political supporters – the
no-show jobs, no-bid contracts and in-
flated salaries – that drain hundreds of
dollars out of the average homeowner’s
pocket each year.

Sadly, few levels of government are
free of such waste. Consequently, the
paper also would be better served by a
more thorough look at municipal and
school-district finances. The fact that your
editorial must cite a Star-Ledger article
about the county mailings rather than The
Leader’s reportage, for instance, should
be an embarrassment.

Justin Schack
Westfield

We did celebrate Independence Day
just a month ago, did we not? Is this
country still about freedom and the ability
to use the press as means to express one-
self without persecution? Then why has
Michelle LePoidevin’s Pen & Ink col-
umn disappeared immediately following
the uproar over her defense of The Pas-
sion? (By the bye, for those who feel Ms.
LePoidevin should be shunned from po-
litical/religious statements since she is
“merely” the A&E editor, refer to the
previous sentence, which includes a
“movie”).

To this end, I agree with Mr. Ratner’s
letter last week in response to Mrs. Wood’s
letter the prior week. To be fair, Pen & Ink
was the best – and sometimes only – inter-
esting, thing to read on certain weeks.
When I would pick up The Leader that is,
when Pen & Ink was still in syndication, I
would always turn immediately to the back
rather than to the front. Pen & Ink gave this

publication color, fashioned a certain comi-
cal and rightly cynical look at Hollywood,
and delivered brutal truth to entertainment
issues of the day – things we thought but
couldn’t articulate on as well as Ms.
LePoidevin could in her column.

But what grates me more than anything
is an issue much greater than this town, an
ever-growing itch on a national scale.
Why does it seem that, since the day Ms.
LePoidevin came out on the defense of a
heated topic that bordered on what many
Christians felt was verbal religious perse-
cution, she has hence been silenced? Free-
dom of Expression? Evidence to the con-
trary. Is this what America has come to?
Defend your religion and receive a muzzle
for your bravery and bold stance? Free-
dom of Speech. Freedom of the Press.
Beginning to feel a bit hypocritical in
here.

Billy Callahan
North Plainfield

What Is the Point of a Referendum
If No One Knows Mayor’s Plan?

At Tuesday night’s Westfield Town Council meet-
ing, the council approved the final reading of a
referendum for the November 2, election, asking if
residents want a parking structure with mixed-use
development at Prospect and Elm Streets. The
referendum reads that the parking structure will
cost $10 million in general obligation bonds, leav-
ing the taxpayers on the line for the debt.

While we applaud the mayor and council for
finally acknowledging the public clamor over their
proposals and for realizing that they need to hold a
referendum for this project, they are still not forth-
coming. What is the point in having a referendum if
no one, including the council members, knows
what the plan is that the mayor dreamt up in June?
He made this spontaneous proposal without even
knowing if the developer would move forward with
his plan, whatever the plan is.

Mayor Gregory McDermott promised the public
in June that all details and financials of his plan
would be ready and printed in the newspapers in
full by the first week of July. When July came, he
said: “I didn’t get it done.” It’s now August, the
mayor’s going on vacation and the next council
meeting is over a month away.

There must be no viable plan; otherwise the
information would have been divulged as prom-
ised. And if there is no plan, how did the mayor
come to his revolutionary vision in June? If this is
just politics to outwait or confuse the public, we
don’t think that it will work. There are too many

smart and informed people watching.
This entire spectacle is inexcusable. Nearly $1

million has been spent in the past year hiring
special counsel and experts – planning two large
developments that few residents seem to want. The
price of parking permits and parking tickets have
been jacked up, ticketing has become relentless,
business permits have been rescinded and there are
more rules and restrictions than “Carter has little
liver pills.” Yet, parking spaces in lots remain un-
used.

Many residents are mad and the taxpayers are
about to be stuck with a large debt obligation – for the
general obligation bond of a project no one seems to
have a clue about. Too many meetings have occurred
behind closed doors with the developer. The public
still hasn’t been told what’s going on.

Being that it is August, and the council doesn’t
meet again until after Labor Day, residents can’t
hope to see a set of plans until then. This gives them
a little less than two months until the November
referendum vote to review the plans, analyze the
financials and ask questions. Is this enough time to
review the largest and most controversial project
Westfield has ever undertaken?

We realize that it has become a political morass
and that the politicians are frightened. Too bad. It’s
past time that the plan was more than an illegible
napkin drawing or a nighttime vision of the mayor.
Either plans and full financials exist or they don’t.
Let’s hear the real story.

Letters to the Editor
GOP County Chairman Expresses Disappointment
Over Editorial Cartoon Published in Leader/Times

I heard about the editorial cartoon in your
July 29 edition, but did not actually see it
until today [Tuesday]. I am disappointed in
it, to say the least, mainly because I believe
it unfairly paints the future of our great
Republican party with past failings.

Over the next two years, you will see a
marked change in the way the Union County
GOP organization approaches issues and
supports our candidates. We have begun a
targeted, grass-roots effort to enlist new
Republicans throughout Union County.

We also have begun an effort to reach
out to unaffiliated voters and disaffected
Democrats who may not agree with every
aspect of the GOP’s national platform, but
shake their heads in disgust at the all-
Democrat freeholder board’s out-of-con-
trol spending (now at $1 million a day and
rising); the extravagantly hideous monu-
ments to government waste (witness the
new County Police HQ being built on
North Avenue in Westfield); the county
contracts bought by five-figure contribu-
tions from out-of-county businesses under
clouds of criminal activity (e.g., the Hudson
County-based RAM Insurance and insider-
trader Ron Manzo); the rampant nepotism
that pervades hiring decisions, and the all-
Democrat county elected officials’ shame-
less use of taxpayer dollars to promote
themselves to the public, typically in the
highlighted incumbent’s election year.

On that last issue, I also had an opportu-
nity to see your editorial on the abuse by
the Democrat freeholder board of tax-
payer-funded mailers. I hope that you will
revisit this issue. There are clear standards
set out under the ELEC regulations - stan-
dards that the all-Democrat Union County
freeholder board clearly flaunts and ig-
nores, perhaps due to stupidity, or arro-
gance, or maybe both.

There is a key section of the New Jersey
Administrative Code (NJAC 19:25-10.10)
that applies to government newsletters,
television commercials and even web sites.
There is no question that the Democrat
freeholder board’s mailings in past years
and, undoubtedly, anything mailed, shown
on TV or on the Internet after today’s date,
will be in violation of the clear mandate of

state law prohibiting such communica-
tions within 90 days of an election. The
problem is that no one bothers to point it
out or enforce the law. Until now.

NJAC 19:25-10.10 states that “a written
statement, pamphlet, advertisement or . . .
broadcast matter or statement, communi-
cation, or advertisement delivered or ac-
cessed by electronic means, including, but
not limited to, the Internet, that does not
contain an explicit appeal . . . or for the
election or defeat of a candidate” is a
prohibited “political communication” if it
meets the following conditions:

1. The communication is circulated or
broadcast within 90 days of the date of any
election in which the candidate on whose
behalf the communication is made is seek-
ing . . . elected office;

2. The communication is circulated or
broadcast to an audience substantially com-
prised of persons eligible to vote for the
candidate on whose behalf the communi-
cation was made;

3. The communication contains a state-
ment or reference concerning the govern-
mental or political objectives or achieve-
ments of the candidate; and

4. The production, circulation or broad-
cast of the communication, or any cost
associated with the production, circulation
or broadcast of the communication, has
been made in whole or in part with the
cooperation of, prior consent of, in consul-
tation with, or at the request or suggestion
of the candidate. Nothing contained in the
above shall be construed to require report-
ing of a communication by an incumbent
officeholder seeking reelection if the com-
munication is in writing and is made to a
constituent in direct response to a prior
communication received from that con-
stituent, if it is circulated or broadcast for
the sole and limited purpose of communi-
cating governmental events requiring con-
stituents to make applications or take other
actions before the date of the upcoming
election, or if it is circulated or broadcast to
constituents for the sole and limited pur-
pose of communicating facts relevant to a
bona fide public emergency.”

In looking at the last two years of mail-

ings, particularly those within the last few
weeks before the general election, it is
impossible for the freeholders to argue that
their communications are not “political” in
nature. This practice must stop and the
candidates should be required to reim-
burse the taxpayers for the cost of these
mailings - postage, printing, layout, photo-
graphs, staff time, etc., in each of the last
two years for the extravagant cost, which
the Star Ledger recently reported was ap-
proximately $625,000 of taxpayer money.

You should also be aware that Senator
Tom Kean, Jr., along with Assemblymen
Eric Munoz, M.D. and Jon Bramnick have
introduced legislation that toughens up
these regulations and sets forth strict re-
porting requirements. It is my opinion that
the all-Democrat freeholder board’s past
mailings (in prior campaigns) are in direct
violation of these regulations and that any
mailings received between now and the
election that are sent out by the County
must be scrutinized. This issue will not go
away between now and Election Day, and
I hope that you and your colleagues in the
media will go beyond the surface which
has been barely scratched to shine a light
on the Democrat freeholder board on this
and other issues that pervade arrogant one-
party governance.

This leads to a couple questions: Why
didn’t any of the freeholders comment pub-
licly on this? Why are they hiding behind
the County Democratic Chair and the County
Manager? Shouldn’t The Freeholders them-
selves be the ones responding to these is-
sues? Why is the Democratic Chair the one
in another newspaper explaining the intent
of “non-political” county literature? How
can the individual freeholders legitimately
explain the “coincidence” of their being
highlighted in mailings the same time they
are running for re-election? In many in-
stances, the mailers include “first person”
columns or comments from the incumbent.
It can’t be questioned that they are commu-
nications “made in whole or in part with the
cooperation of, prior consent of, in consul-
tation with, or at the request or suggestion of
the candidate.”

The only question left is when will the
Union County Democrats write a
$625,000 check and reimburse the tax-
payers of Union County for the propa-
ganda they force-feed us.

Maybe just one big fundraiser with their top
pay-to-play contributors should do the trick.

Phil Morin, Chairman
Republican Committee of Union County
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JON M. BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ
MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Personal Injury Law

Do You Have To
Go To Court?
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YOU CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE�

For information call 908-709-7518 – or – visit us online at www.ucc.edu

My UCC
As an adult returning to school after
many years, I count my experience
at UCC among the best of my life. 

Diana Broccoli, UCC ‘04 

R E G I S T E R  T O D A Y !

Your UCC
� Choose from Over 90 Programs of Study or 

English as a Second Language (ESL)
� Fall ‘04 Semester begins September 1 (Register until Sept. 7)

� Fall ‘04 Late Start classes begin September 14
� Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or weekends

� Transfer as a Junior to prestigious 4-year colleges or Universities
� Still only $73 per credit (Union County residents)

� Learn from home with Online Courses or Telecourses
For information call 908-709-7518 or 

visit us at www.ucc.edu

 

Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce 
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Classic Car Shows 2004 
 

 
 

6:30pm – 9:00pm 6:30pm – 9:00pm 
Downtown Westfield 

Upcoming dates:   
Wednesday, August 11 

 

Cars  Family Fun  Music 
with “Cruisin’ Eddie” 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Wednesday, August 11th

GOP Candidate Release for Freeholder

County Must Take Lead
In Town Pedestrian Safety

COUNTY – “Due to aggressive devel-
opment in the county, the traffic seems
like bumper cars out there,” note Joe
Renna, Patricia Quattrocchi, Frank Arena
and Bruce Paterson, Republican candi-
dates for Union County Freeholder. “The
pedestrians are dodging in and out. Pe-
destrian safety should be a paramount
issue in every town. The county must lead
the way.”

Union County received grants for
studying the traffic on the North Avenue
corridor and the Route 22 corridor for
some time now.

“These studies have a habit of dragging
on and also take on an appearance of
awarding ‘no-bid’ contracts for the do-
nors to the freeholder political party. One
study recently concluded with no solid
suggestions,” adds Mr. Paterson. “Mean-
while, there have been recent deaths or
major injuries such as the young boy on
Lincoln Avenue in Cranford, the three
people on Broad and North Avenues in
Westfield, the young woman on South
Avenue in Garwood, a young man on
Route 1 in Rahway and a child on Route
22 in Union. The residents are waiting
and are angry that no corrective action is
being addressed.”

“Since traffic studies are measured in
volumes and then identified by grades,
we should increase the pedestrian’s aware-
ness of how dangerous the street or inter-
section they are crossing may be,” noted
Ms. Quattrocchi. “Normally, each town’s
DPW paints the various crosswalks and
street markings in white. For the heavy
traffic flow streets, as well as the streets
where the speed limit is 35 miles per hour,
the DPW should put a yellow stripe along
with the usual white striping. Where the
traffic is rated dangerous or the speed
limit is 50 mph, each DPW should paint a
red stripe among the white crosswalks
and street markings. Whether driving,
walking along or crossing, one would see
the colors and instantly know what level
of danger is inherent on that particular
street. All towns should be consistent.”

“Many light poles have that special
button that changes the light for you so

you don’t wait that long,” said Mr. Arena.
“Since the senior citizens, mothers with
baby carriages and children walking their
bikes walk slower and can’t rush, I sug-
gest that either this button or an additional
button be changed to activate a slightly
longer sequence when the light is green so
the mother with the baby can actually
cross the street in enough time.”

“Many times at a stoplight on single-
lane roads, drivers pull up on the right
side or the right shoulder ,so when the
light turns green, they can speed up and
get in front of you,” said Mr. Renna.
“Many times I have seen pedestrians al-
most make it across the street but are still
in front of my car when the light changes.
The driver on the right takes off and
nearly hits the pedestrian. I would push
for legislation that dictates that drivers on
the inside lane have the right of way.
What if that driver on the inside lane is
turning left? That makes the outside lane
driver start off real slow to make sure that
inside lane driver is or is not turning.”

The Republican candidates for Free-
holder stress that pedestrian safety issues
are important, and do not feel that the
current Union County Freeholder Board
is paying enough attention to them.

“The Democrat Freeholder Board is
spending hundreds of millions of dollars,
but they are not addressing the issues that
are important to the residents of Union
County. They are wasting hundreds of
thousands of dollars on politically ori-
ented communications and are not get-
ting to life and death issues like pedes-
trian safety,” the Republican freeholder
candidates concluded.

The freeholder candidates can be
reached for more information: contact
Joe Renna at (908) 709-0530 or
joerenna@joerenna.com, Patricia
Quattrocchi at (908) 789-9078 or
sajobsq@aol.com, Frank Arena at (908)
518-0659 or arena_frank@emc.com,
Bruce Paterson at (908) 654-1392 or
mrunioncounty@aol.com. Contact the
Union County Republican Committee at
(908) 789-0200 or
info@unioncountygop.com.mailto:farena@above.net.

When the Charles Kushner story hit the
news, I, like everyone else, was fascinated
by the antics going on. Politics, sex and
money always make for an interesting
read. Kushner, you will recall, is said to
have contributed hundreds of thousands of
dollars to Political Action Committees
(PACs) around the state. This appears to
be undeniable, though certain groups would
like to disagree. The rest of the story…well,
who really knows as of this writing.

It got me to thinking about “Pay to
Play,” an expression used to describe the
practice of business professionals giving
campaign contributions to candidates on
local, county and state levels with the
expectation of receiving government con-
tracts without having to bid. “Pay to Play”
is a pleasant sounding way of saying
“Kickback.” You give my group or me
the money and I’ll kick back the work to
you or your group (usually 100-fold). Or
in some cases, a plumb government job
may be the ultimate payoff sought by a
well-heeled contributor.

The research manager in me couldn’t
resist the temptation to check out the NJ
Election Commission website database
of campaign contributions – the “to
whom” and “from whom” for Union
County being especially tantalizing. The
search results can be summed up in one
word – interesting.

The next step is to compare just which
professional firms are doing work for the
county – again, interesting, or perhaps
outrageous is a better word.

This system of “I’ll scratch your back
if you scratch mine” shortchanges the
small- to medium-sized businesses, as

well as the taxpayers in Union County.
Undoubtedly there are solo practitioners
or small firms out there who would be all
too eager to handle a legal case or two,
and probably at a lower fee, but they just
can’t compete with the large firms who
contribute thousands annually and thus
receive the work. Then, there is the me-
dium-sized engineering firm who receives
the work but whose profit margin de-
creases because there is an expectation of
regular, sizable contributions to the
“cause” to garner repeat business – the
installment plan, if you will.

I don’t want to hear that these no-bid
contracts go to certain firms because they
are “specialized” and better suited to do
the job. It certainly appears that they are
especially specialized at writing big
checks. In fact, recently, one firm’s ex-
ecutive officers pleaded guilty to filing
fraudulent tax returns in order to conceal
illegal campaign contributions in another
county. They are also doing business here
in Union County.

It is time to break this chain of events.
It is time to stop large no-bid contracts. It
is time to keep Union County business in
Union County using Union County firms.
It is also time to stop wasting the taxpayer’s
money. Support me and my running mates
in November by voting for Joe Renna,
Patricia Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and
Bruce Paterson. Help us keep Union
County an affordable place to live, raise
your children and work.

To volunteer or learn more about us,
contact info@unioncountygop.or call
908-789-0200. We welcome your inquir-
ies, but we won’t promise you work.

Resident Seeks Parking Deck Financial
Details From Mayor and Council

Dear Westfield Mayor and Town Coun-
cil:

 I request that the following additional
questions to my E-mail of July 24 be
addressed at the hearing on August 3:

1. The cost of the Summit Parking
Deck in 1997 was $5,700,000 for a very
similar size and construction. Based on
the typical construction cost escalation of
3-1/2 to 4 percent per year from 1997 to
2003 and a cost escalation in 2004 of 8
percent the cost today would be approxi-
mately $8,100,000. Why is the cost of the
Westfield Parking Deck 25 percent higher
at $10,000,000?

2. Westfield has said that in order to
finance the bond they will obtain addi-
tional revenues from guaranteed leases of
residential and commercial areas and also
the possibility of additional taxes to be
paid by all the residents of Westfield.

Summit has said that they have fi-
nanced their bond entirely from the in-
come from the parking fees.

The yearly fee of the parking deck in
Summit is $625 for residents and employ-
ees, $1,165 for non-residents. The yearly
fee for Westfield without the deck is
$702.

Westfield has said that Summit has
more parking spaces and therefore more
income to support their bond.

Summit has 15 parking lots and
Westfield has 9 parking lots. Summit has
1,514 income producing parking spaces
and Westfield has 1,428 income produc-
ing spaces. Summit has 5 Park-n-Shop
lots with 432 spaces where parking is free
to customers. Summit has 561 street
meters and Westfield has an unknown
number.

Summit metered parking is free after 5
p.m. Westfield metered parking is free
after 8 p.m.

Has Westfield looked at Summit as the
“Best Demonstrated Practice” to provide
a parking deck without additional taxes to
the residents? It is very hard to understand
when interest rates are lower now than in
1997 that there is a potential of additional
taxes to pay for the Bond. The Westfield
Parking Deck Financial Plan needs to
very clear as to why additional taxes are
needed for this necessary undertaking
before Westfield residents can be asked
to vote in November.

Louis Capuano
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

CAMPAIGN RELEASE

By Pat Quattrocchi, Candidate for UC Freeholder
with Joe Renna, Bruce Paterson and Frank Arena

Pay to Play Is Alive and Well
In Our County Government

 New Jersey Politicians
Honor World War II Veteran

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER and
BENJAMIN B. CORBIN

Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

On Monday, Senator Jon Corzine
and Retired Lieutenant Colonel of
the United States Marine Corps Steve
Brozak honored veteran Milton Gross
for his tour of service to this country
during World War II.

Senator Corzine and Mr. Brozak
visited Mr. Gross at the Westfield
home of his son-in-law, Bruce
Regenstreich. Mr. Regenstreich
served as a delegate to the Demo-
cratic National Convention in Bos-
ton last week, which was also at-
tended by Senator Corzine and Mr.
Brozak, who spoke at the conven-
tion. Mr. Brozak is the Democrat
candidate for congress in the Sev-

enth Congressional District which
includes Westfield.

Surrounded by his wife, Ruth, fam-
ily and friends, Mr. Gross was
awarded a plaque and American flags
to commemorate his service. The flag,
from Senator Corzine, was flown over
the nation’s capitol. The flag from
Mr. Brozak was flown over the Ma-
rine Corp Memorial at Iwo Jima.

Mr. Regenstreich organized the
ceremony to honor Mr. Gross, who
landed in France on day two during
the D-Day invasion of WWII.

“When people talk about the ‘Great-
est Generation’ - he exemplifies the
‘great’ in that phrase, and I am proud
to call him my father,” said Mr.
Regenstreich.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GREATEST GENERATION...Surrounded by family in Westfield, Mr. Milton
Gross is honored for his service in WWII with flags from Senator Jon Corzine
(second from left) and congressional candidate Steve Brozak (far left).

Westfield DNC Delegate Says
He’s Proud to Be An American

This was my first national political
convention. I went as a Democratic Del-
egate from New Jersey. I left with a label
and came home understanding that labels
should not define anyone’s predisposi-
tion for a particular candidate or a particu-
lar cause. If you were fortunate enough to
witness the keynote address of Barak
Obama, Senatorial Candidate from Chi-
cago, you would understand what I mean.
I write this on [last] Wednesday morning.
John Edwards and John Kerry have not
yet spoken.

Mr. Obama said it best when he said,
“there’s not a liberal America and a con-
servative America; there’s the United
States of America. There’s not a black
America and white America and Latino
America and Asian America; there’s the
United States of America. The
pundits…like to slice and dice our coun-
try into red states and blue States: red
states for Republicans, blue States for
Democrats… There are patriots who op-
posed the war in Iraq, and there are patri-
ots who supported the war in Iraq. We are
one people, all of us pledging allegiance
to the stars and stripes, all of us defending

the United States of America.”
I met a woman who was under the

impression that my hometown, Westfield,
was a “Republican” town. I told her that
it was a town like most others, where
parents want their children to be well
educated, where they want their govern-
ment to be responsive and not oppressive,
where they want to feel safe in the streets
and learn the values that make our coun-
try great.

If I learned anything from my unique
experience, it is this: we live in the
greatest country in the world, where
anyone can grow up to be, and accom-
plish, what they set their hearts and
minds upon. Whatever anyone’s politi-
cal views are, this country has a system
in place that allows them to express
those views and to move toward what-
ever their idea is of what a better
America might be.

My experience at a national conven-
tion has never made me prouder to be an
American.

Bruce Regenstreich
Westfield
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SILVER BELLES…Members of Cadette Girl Scout Troop No. 916 from Westfield
recently received their Silver Award, the second highest honor in Girl Scouts. The
troop worked together for the last three years on various service and leadership
projects, culminating with the girls hosting and organizing this year’s Daisy
Ingathering held on February 28 at Westfield High School. The event featured the
theme “Leap into a Healthy Life.” Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row,
Danielle Shoback, Leigh Couture, Megan Sherman, Lauren Couture and Lynne
Ganley, and back row, Lisa Zavetz and Stephanie Quinton. The troop will
continue as Senior Girl Scouts as they enter high school.

AARP to Hold Next Meeting
In Westfield September 13

Vocalist to Perform
Sinatra Music at JCC
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Senior

Adult Department of the Jewish Com-
munity Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey in Scotch Plains will present
the music of Karen Luschar in
“Sinatra –Time After Time.”

Ms. Luschar, a soprano, will ap-
pear on Wednesday, August 18, at 11
a.m. at the JCC’s Wilf Jewish Com-
munity Campus, located at 1391
Martine Avenue. Her résumé includes
productions of My Fair Lady, Phan-
tom of the Opera, Brigadoon, Okla-
homa! and West Side Story, among
other musicals.

The cost is $15 for JCC members
and $20 for non-members, and in-
cludes a kosher lunch. To reserve a
seat, please call Nan Statton, Direc-
tor of Adult and Senior Services, at
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 207.

Scotch Plains Seniors Plan
Cruise Around Manhattan

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee will once again offer a two-
hour cruise around Manhattan on
Wednesday, September 22.

Registration will start on Monday,
August 16, for Scotch Plains resi-
dents and the following Monday,
August 23, for non-residents.

The bus will leave from the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building, located at
430 Park Avenue, at 9:45 a.m., and is
expected to return there at about 5:30
p.m. Participants will board the ship
at the Chelsea Piers in New York City.

A buffet lunch with a variety of
food, dessert and coffee will be served
tableside. Other beverages will be
available on a cash basis. The crew

will provide entertainment during the
meal, and there will also be music for
listening pleasure.

Additionally, there will be an op-
portunity to stroll on deck and enjoy
a good glimpse of the Statue of Lib-
erty.

The cost of the cruise portion of the
trip is $43 for residents and $45 for
non-residents. The Advisory Com-
mittee will underwrite the cost of the
bus.

Participants may register between
9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday in the Recreation Office of the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building.
For more information, please call
(908) 889-2084 or (908) 322-6700,
extension no. 220.

WESTFIELD – After a recess for
the summer months, the next regular
meeting of Westfield Area Chapter
No. 4137 of the American Associa-
tion of Retired Persons will take place
on Monday, September 13, in the
Assembly Hall of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

Additionally, the chapter’s Trips

and Tours Committee is now accept-
ing reservations for several fall ex-
cursions. A day trip is planned for
Wednesday, September 29, to the
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse for a de-
luxe luncheon and a performance of
the comedy Any Wednesday.

There will be a choice of five entrees,
with an appetizer, salad, homemade
breads, various desserts, coffee or tea.
The $58 fee will include the meal, the
show, all gratuities and the bus ride.

The bus will leave Westfield at 10
a.m. and return at approximately 4:30
p.m. For reservations or more infor-
mation, members and non-members
may call (908) 232-1362.

A multi-night tour to Chicago and
its surrounding area is scheduled for
Sunday through Saturday, October
10 to 16.

It will include most meals, one
dinner at Tommy Gun’s Restaurant,
plus a guided tour of Chicago, the
Navy Pier, the Art Institute, a cruise
on Lake Michigan, a visit to Harrah’s
Casino, a private organ concert with a
tour of the historical Rialto Square
Theater, and a visit to Notre Dame
University on the way home.

The cost will be $483 for double
occupancy and $632 for single ac-
commodations, which will include
most gratuities. For more informa-
tion, please call Trips and Tours Com-
mittee Chairwoman Marie Stauder at
(908) 889-6769.

Miss Mary Rollin Wampler and Gerald Craig Browning

Miss Mary R. Wampler
To Wed Gerald C. Browning
Mrs. Rebecca Booze Wampler of

Springfield and Dr. Jeffrey Randolph
Wampler of Harrisonburg, Va. have
announced the engagement of their
daughter, Miss Mary Rollin Wampler,
to Gerald Craig Browning. He is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Harrison
Browning of Fort Worth, Tex.

Miss Wampler, a 1994 graduate of
Westfield High School, received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in English
from Columbia University in 1998.
She graduated from the Seton Hall
University School of Law, cum laude,
in 2002.

The bride-elect currently is em-
ployed as a law clerk for Judge Joel A.
Pisano in the United States District
Court in Newark. This fall, she will
join the law firm of Cole, Schotz,
Meisel, Forman & Leonard, P.A. in
Hackensack as an associate in the tax,
estate planning and closely held busi-
ness department. Beginning in the
fall, Miss Wampler also will be en-

rolled in the Masters in Taxation pro-
gram at the New York University
School of Law.

Mr. Browning is a 1987 graduate of
the Cistercian Preparatory School in
Irving, Tex. In 1992, he was awarded
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Theater
and a Bachelor of Science degree in
Radio, Television and Film from the
University of Texas at Austin.

The future bridegroom is an ad-
junct professor in the Theater Depart-
ment at Baruch College in New York
City. For the past 12 years, he also has
been a freelance lighting and set de-
signer. Mr. Browning presently at-
tends New York Law School.

The couple will be married in June
2005 at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model     Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

What do you call . . .?

TumbleJam offers a series of classes combining music and movement
to stimulate your child’s creative, physical, and social development.

• 45-minute weekly child/parent classes • Instruments played in every class
• Open Play – drop in and play each afternoon! • Personalized birthday parties

• Ages 6 months – 5 years (classes grouped by age)

A creative play program designed by a former nursery school music teacher,
professional rock drummer, stay at home dad and Juilliard Graduate?

Please call for a brochure

908-322-TJAM (8526)

NOW ENROLLING
FOR FALL SESSION!

FREE & EASY WEEK

August 3-5 • September 7-9

Join us for a free trial class

405 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains
www.tumblejam.com

Call for class times

908-518-0800  Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Broadwell Family
Welcomes Owen James

David and Kimberly Broadwell of
Rahway have announced the birth of
their son, Owen James Broadwell, on
Thursday, June 3, at 4:51 p.m. at St.
Peter’s University Hospital in New
Brunswick.

Owen weighed 7 pounds and 1
ounce and measured 19½ inches in
length at birth.

He joins his seven-year-old sister,
Lauren Ruth.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Hugh Owen Evans of Scotch
Plains and the late Suzanne M. Evans.

His paternal grandmother is Vir-
ginia Crawford of Rahway.

Lions Club of Westfield
Installs New Officers

WESTFIELD – The Lions Club of
Westfield recently held a dinner mark-
ing the installation of officers at B.G.
Fields Restaurant in Westfield for its
upcoming 81st year of service to the
Town of Westfield. Lions Past Dis-
trict Governor Bob Moore performed
the ceremonies.

The Reverend Lois Schembs was
installed as club President. She serves
as the Rector of St. Martin’s Episco-
pal Church in Maywood.

Barbara Mellen, a teacher at
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield, was made First Vice Presi-
dent. Mrs. Mellen also runs the Leos
Club at her school. Student members

of the club perform many projects
designed to help the handicapped.

Past District Governor Douglas
Schembs will continue as club Secre-
tary, as will Jeff Broadwell as Treasurer.

New Westfield resident Michael
Ancona of Ancona Financial Advi-
sors was inducted into the club.

Lions International is a service or-
ganization dedicated to sight conser-
vation and assistance to the visually
and hearing impaired.

The Westfield club’s annual Easter
Egg Hunt has become a town tradition,
dating back to 1936. Anyone interested
in membership is invited to contact the
club at P.O. Box 572, Westfield, 07091.

Dates and Locations Posted
For Light the Night Walks

WESTFIELD — The Northern
New Jersey Chapter of the Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society, based in
Westfield, has confirmed the dates
and locations for its seven Light the
Night 2004 walks.

Now in its sixth year, Light the
Night is the Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society’s nationwide evening walk to
commemorate those impacted by
blood cancers. Participants walk two
to three miles carrying illuminated
balloons – white for patients and sur-
vivors and red for supporters.

The schedule is as follows: Satur-
day, September 18, Pier A, Hoboken;
Sunday, September 26, Waterloo Vil-
lage, Stanhope; Saturday, October 2,
Brookdale Park, Bloomfield/
Montclair; Saturday, October 9,
Giralda Farms, Madison; Sunday,
October 10, Douglass College, New
Brunswick; Saturday, October 16,
Deer Path Park, Readington Town-
ship, and Sunday, October 17,
Ramapo College, Mahwah.

Individuals should arrive at the walk
sites by 5 p.m. to check in. All walks
will begin at 7 p.m. Registration may
be done the day of the event or in
advance by calling (908) 654-9445 or

visiting www.lightthenight.org.
For more information on the walks,

please call Kisha Achoe at the Leu-
kemia & Lymphoma Society’s
Northern New Jersey Chapter at
(908) 654-9445.

Son, Ethan Dane,
Born to Shapiros

Jill and Jared Shapiro of Millburn
have announced the birth of their son,
Ethan Dane Shapiro, on Friday, June
18, at Saint Barnabas Medical Center
in Livingston.

Ethan weighed 7 pounds and 1
ounce and measured 19½ inches in
length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Rita and Leonard Selesner of
Scotch Plains, who celebrated their
37th wedding anniversary the day
their grandson was born.

Ethan’s paternal grandparents are
Bonnie and Ted Shapiro of
Livingston.

Hiking Club Presents
Hike and Bike Events
COUNTY – The Union County

Hiking Club offers a varied program
of outdoor activities, providing
wholesome recreation while contrib-
uting to physical fitness.

Hiking and biking activities are regu-
larly scheduled. Most events take place
in central and northern New Jersey.
Membership dues are $10 per year.

To request a complimentary, six-
month schedule of Hiking Club
events, please call (908) 527-4900.

Local Library Seeks
SPFHS Yearbooks

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, is seeking contribu-
tions of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School yearbooks.

Complete details are available at
h t t p : / / w w w . s c o t l i b . o r g /
yearbook.htm.
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Voting Serves as a Unifying Response
To Barriers and Issues That Divide Us

Troop No. 264 Wins Bronze
Following Creation of Park

GIRL SCOUT PARK…Members of Girl Scout Troop No. 264 in Westfield
celebrate the debut of the Central Avenue park they recently adopted. Pictured,
left to right, are: First row, Meghan Cleary, Marissa DiFabio, Olivia Scrofani,
Laura Rogut, Francesca Tilocca, Olivia Dunham, Annie Ferro and Elizabeth
Kiefer, and second row, Rebecca Kiefer, Nydia Melhado, Jillianna Meola, Lauren
Corcoran, Troop Leaders Kelley Cleary and Kris Kiefer, Marissa Boretz and
Rachel Harth.

Redeemer Lutheran
Offers Low Cost Milk
WESTFIELD – The Redeemer

Lutheran School, located at 229
Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield, has
announced that low cost milk will be
available to all children enrolled.

In accordance with federal law and
United States Department of Agri-
culture policy, the school is prohib-
ited from discriminating on the basis
of race, color, national origin, sex,
age or disability.

To file a complaint of discrimina-
tion, please write to: USDA, Direc-
tor, Office of Civil Rights, Room
326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 In-
dependence Avenue SW, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202)
720-5964 (voice and TDD). The
USDA is an equal opportunity pro-
vider and employer.

For more information on the pro-
gram, parents may call the Redeemer
Lutheran School at (908) 232-1592.

UNICO/St Bart’s Festival
To Feature Family Fun

Two Ministers to Speak
On Same-Sex Marriage

Willow Grove to Continue
‘Beyond the Boundaries’

By REV. ROLAND P. PERDUE, 3rd

My wife and I are residents of the
State of Texas. So we will be getting
an application in September to re-
quest absentee ballots for the Presi-
dential Election on November 2, 2004.

We can’t wait, for neither of us has
missed voting in an election since we
were old enough to vote. We vote for
all the usual reasons: it’s our birth-
right as citizens of a free society, it is
a privilege and a solemn responsibil-
ity, and it is an outgrowth of our

appreciation for the joys and bless-
ings we have shared in this nation all
our lives. Also, we have seen what
can happen to countries that do not
have free elections.

I imagine those kinds of reasons
drive most of us who take voting seri-
ously. But there are other reasons which
drive us also. We care about the wil-
derness places in this country, the lack
of water in the Western United States,
the adequacy of education for our pro-
gressively global realities, the cost of
military resources and their prepara-
tion, and on and on. Our votes express
our hopes, dreams and concerns.

But more: voting is an outgrowth
of being people of faith. We are all in
this boat together as sisters and broth-
ers of one another as we try to thank
the God who has been to us all the
Giver of Life. Voting is one of the
shared responses we can make across
all the walls and issues which seek to
divide us as “one nation under God.”

And when the votes are tallied and
all is said and done, the hard part
begins. When the victors have been
acknowledged and celebrated, when
the moans and groans have subsided,
then we can finally get on with the
business and joys of living out our
votes as those who continue, thank
God, to live in the “land of the free
and the home of the brave.”

* * * * * * *
Reverend Perdue serves as Interim

Senior Pastor and Head of Staff at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The next
“Life-Transforming Encounters
With Jesus” session at the Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch
Plains will continue to focus on Jesus’
encounter with the Samaritan woman
at the well and what His disciples
learned from this give-and-take situ-
ation.

“Faith and Ministry that Goes Be-
yond the Boundaries – Part II” (John
4: 1-42) will be held Wednesday,
August 11, from 7 to 9 p.m. and
Thursday, August 12, from 10 to
11:55 a.m. in Alexander Hall. The
church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road.

This will be the sixth study in the
summer series “Work in the Word,”
being taught by the Reverend George
Betz, Interim Pastor. Each week’s
study is self-contained, so individu-
als may come as often as they like.

The Wednesday and Thursday ses-
sions will feature identical content,
although discussions will vary based
on questions and group participa-
tion. “Work in the Word” will con-
tinue weekly through August 25 and
26. Materials will be available for
everyone.

Simple summertime treats will be
served and babysitting will be avail-
able if requested by the morning of

August 11.
For more information, please call

the church office during morning
hours, Monday through Friday, at
(908) 232-5678, send an e-mail to
wilgrv@netzero.com or visit
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.

PLAINFIELD – Two ministers who
are at the center of the same-sex mar-
riage debate will speak on Sunday,
August 8, at the First Unitarian Soci-
ety of Plainfield. A forum on the topic
will follow the 10 a.m. service.

The Reverend Kay Greenleaf, min-
ister of the Poughkeepsie, N.Y. Uni-
tarian Church, and the Reverend
Dawn Sangrey, minister of the Fourth
Universalist Society of Westchester,
N.Y., faced misdemeanor charges af-
ter marrying 13 same-sex couples in
New Paltz, N.Y. earlier this year.

They have since been cleared of the

charges, but the legality of the mar-
riages remains in doubt.

The ministers will speak on the
topic “Freedom to Marry.” Reverend
Greenleaf and her partner of 17 years
were among those who took part in
the marriage ceremonies in March.
Reverend Sangrey is a wife and
mother who supports the rights of
same-sex partners to marry.

The First Unitarian Society of
Plainfield church is located at 724
Park Avenue in Plainfield. For more
information, please call (908) 756-
0750.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The 30th
Annual UNICO /St. Bartholomew
Labor Day Italian Festival will be
held from Friday, September 3,
through Monday, September 6.

The festivities will take place from
5:30 to 10:30 p.m. each day on the
grounds of St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church, located at
2032 Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Hosted by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Chapter of UNICO, the fes-
tival will include children’s rides,

food, music and games for all. There
also will be traditional Italian delica-
cies and games of skill and chance.

The Super 50/50 raffle will be held on
September 6 at 10 p.m. Last year’s winner
received over $10,000. To purchase raffle
tickets, please call St. Bartholomew’s
Rectory at (908) 322-5192.

For more information about
t h e  S c o t c h  P l a i n s - Fa n wo o d
chapter of UNICO, please visit
www.spfunico.org or call (908)
889-2200, extension no. 1.

WESTFIELD —  Members of Girl
Scout Troop No. 264 of Jefferson
Elementary School in Westfield
earned their Bronze Award on June 7.

The Bronze is the highest award a
Junior Girl Scout can earn and Troop
No. 264 is the first fifth-grade class in
Westfield to receive this honor.

With the support of the Town of
Westfield and the assistance of Town
Administrator Jim Gildea and Third
Ward Councilman Andy Skibitsky,
the troop adopted a park on Central
Avenue next to Krauszer’s Food Store.

The project started in late fall, when
letters were written to nurseries and
merchants seeking donations. With
these donations, the girls started the
first phase of planning Troop 264
Girl Scout Park.

During the spring, troop members
would walk from Jefferson School to
the park, where they would weed and
clean the area, prune shrubs and pre-
pare for planting. Parents assisted
with transportation, planting and

cleaning of the park.
On May 28, Troop 264 Girl Scout

Park officially opened with a Girl
Scout Flag ceremony and ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony. Jeanette Munoz, Prin-
cipal of Jefferson School, was among
those on hand for the festivities. At
the ceremony, each troop member cut
a ribbon and told the crowd what the
park meant to her.

In addition to Mr. Gildea and Coun-
cilman Skibitsky, Troop No. 264 ex-
tended thanks to the Town of
Westfield; the Westfield Department
of Public Works for maintenance of
the park, and the Westfield Fire De-
partment for flag maintenance.

They also expressed appreciation
to Bartell Farm and Garden Supplies,
Ferrara Landscape Construction,
Parker Greenhouses Farm and Gar-
den Center (Randall Miller) and White
Lighting Landscape for donating
plants; Cranford Plumbing, Heating
and Cooling, Ferro Contractors and
Builders, W. W. Harth Esq. and
Orefice, LLC for their financial do-
nations; Tony Cannone for the ma-
sonry work, and Sign-A-Rama for
the production sign.

Troop No. 264 also thanked the
Barai, Dunham, Geollner, Harth,
McLucas and Melhado families for
being Patron Donors.

     ,     ,     
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“...pamper
yourself.”

FITNESS SPA CAFE

Thinking About Joining A Temple...

78 S. Springfield Avenue • Springfield, NJ • 973-379-5387

Temple Sha’arey Shalom

Consider Us!

Join us on August 20th, 6:30p.m.

R.S.V.P. -  973-379-5387   By 8/13/04

 Temple Sha’arey Shalom

Enjoy a light dinner and experience
our family shabbat service.

Learn more about who we are
and what we can offer.

For 'Nosh & Shabbat' at

We are a vibrant & diverse group who shares a strong
commitment to Jewish life & learning in an especially

warm & welcoming environment. Our dynamic
programming offers something exciting for everyone.

 
We invite you to share 

the beauty of Shabbat with us 

at a special service and oneg to 

welcome new and prospective members. 
 

Join us at one or all three services 

Friday evening, August 13 
7:30 p.m.? Meet our clergy, lay leaders & members 

8:00 p.m. ? Shabbat service 
 

Saturday morning, August 21 
9:00 a.m. ? Simchat Shabbat Service (Shabbat Morning Service in song) 

10:15 a.m. ? Bagels & coffee; meet clergy, lay leaders & members 

10:30 a.m. ? Torah Study 
 

Friday evening, September 3 
7:15 p.m.? Meet our clergy, lay leaders & members 

7:45 p.m. ? Shabbat Hallelu Service (Shabbat service in song) 
 

If you have any questions or want membership information, feel free to call  

Carolyn Shane at 908-232-6770 or reach us by email cshane@tewnj.org.   
 

 Rabbi Douglas B. Sagal 

 Rabbi Jennifer Clayman 

 Cantor Martha T. Novick                                   756 East Broad Street, Westfield 
 Carolyn Shane, Executive Director                       908/232-6770 

Temple Emanu-El 

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Ketubah Unit Plan
O’Connors Brunch

COUNTY — The B’nai B’rith
Ketubah Married Couples Unit (40+)
will meet for a buffet brunch at
O’Connors Beef ’N Ale House, 708
Mountain Boulevard in Watchung,
on Sunday, August 15, at 11:30 a.m.

The cost is $11.95 per adult, plus
tax and gratuity. For seniors (62+),
the cost is $8.95 per person. Non-
members are welcome to attend. In-
terested persons are asked to call
Elaine at (908) 232-0062 by Friday,
August 13.

Group For Caregivers
To Meet on August 18
SUMMIT – SAGE, which pro-

vides a variety of eldercare services
to area residents and their families,
conducts a monthly support group
for caregivers the third Wednesday
of each month.

PREP (People Responsible for
Elderly Persons) will hold its next
meeting on August 18 from 7 to 9
p.m. Meetings take place at SAGE’s
Spend-A-Day Adult Day Health
Center, located at 550 Springfield
Avenue in Berkeley Heights.

The group offers caregivers emo-
tional support, community re-
sources, effective problem-solving
and coping strategies, and the
chance to share common concerns
with others who are caring for their
aging loved ones.

For more information, please call
Ellen McNally, SAGE InfoCare Di-
rector, at (908) 273-4598.

Temple Beth O’r / Beth Torah
111 Valley Road

Clark, New Jersey
(732) 381-8403     tbethor@netzero.net

www.bethorbethtorah.org
A Full Service, Egalitarian Congregation

Affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism

Perspective Members
Welcome the Sabbath
Welcome our new Rabbi

Rabbi Michael Klayman
Join us for Shabbat Services and to see our newly renovated

facility on Friday, Aug 6th at 8:30pm, followed by dessert and
Saturday, Aug. 7th at 9:15am, followed by a light lunch.

New Hebrew School Classes Starting in Sept.
* Outstanding Teachers * Small Classes * Hebrew High *

* Computer Classes * Excellent Education
To order a membership package, or to learn more about us and

what we can offer you, Please contact our Temple Office

We’re Not As Far As You Think
Conveniently Located Right off the

Garden State Parkway exit 135

Come for a visit.  Stay for a lifetime!

Blood Drives Scheduled
At Union County Locations
COUNTY – New Jersey Blood

Services will conduct multiple blood
drives in Union County in coopera-
tion with the American Red Cross
Tri-County Chapter. The chapter
serves 15 Union County communi-
ties, including Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

On Monday, August 9, drives will
be held at Jersey Gardens Outlet Mall,
651 Kopkowski Road in Elizabeth,
from 2 to 7:30 p.m.; the Cranford
Pool and Fitness Center on Orange
Avenue in Cranford, from 5 to 8 p.m.,
and at the Osceola Presbyterian
Church, 1689 Raritan Road in Clark,
from 3 to 8:30 p.m.

On Tuesday, August 10, a drive
will be held at the Crossroads Chris-
tian Fellowship Church, 2815 Morris
Avenue in Union, from 3 to 8:30 p.m.

Drives are also planned for Thurs-
day, August 12, at the Tri-County

American Red Cross, 203 West Jer-
sey Street in Elizabeth, from 1 to 6:30
p.m.; on Saturday, August 14, at Ad-
vanced Physical Therapy, 210 North
Avenue in Cranford, from 11 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.; on Sunday, August 15, at
St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church,
41 Manning Avenue in North
Plainfield, from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
and Monday, August 16, at the
Cranford Recreation Center, 220
Walnut Avenue, from 2:30 to 8 p.m.

Blood donors must be between the
ages of 17 and 75, weigh more than 110
pounds and be in good health. It is
alright to donate while taking most
medications. Individuals should eat
before giving blood and must have
identification. A passport is acceptable.

For more information on the upcom-
ing blood drives, please call the Tri-County
Chapter of the American Red Cross at
(908) 353-2500, extension no. 11.

Clinical Hypnosis

WEIGHT: modify eating habits (2 or 3 visits)
BULIMIA:  stop the binge-purge (4 to 6 visits)

TOBACCO: stop smoking (1 or 2 visits)
ALCOHOL: stop or reduce (4 to 6 visits)

MARIJUANA: stop using (4 to 6 visits)
PHOBIA: conquer a fear (1 or 2 visits)

NAIL BITING: stop the habit (1 or 2 visits)
ANXIETY: learn to control it (1 visit)

Dr. Ronald J. Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Board Certified / Registered / Insured

Dr. Glassman is a “Visiting Scholar” at

Columbia University Medical Center

908-301-0039  www.MedicalHypnosis.info

Ivy League Clinical Hypnosis Center LLC

Mountainside, New Jersey

is My Primary Specialty.

Area Synagogue Sets
‘Nosh & Shabbat’

SPRINGFIELD — Temple
Sha’arey Shalom, located at 78 South
Springfield Avenue in Springfield,
will hold a “Nosh and Shabbat” on
Friday, August 20, at 6:30 p.m. for
prospective members.

Temple officers, committee chair-
persons, Religious School teachers,
members of the Membership Com-
mittee, Cantor Amy Daniels and
Rabbi Joshua Goldstein will be
present to speak about Sha’arey Sha-
lom and its programs and to answer
questions about the congregation.

A light dinner will be provided,
followed by a family Sabbath service
at 8 p.m. For more information or to
make a reservation, please call the
temple office at (973) 379-5387. The
reservation deadline is Friday, Au-
gust 13.
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JONES, VUONO COMBINE FOR 3-HITTER BUT LOSE

St. Joseph’s ‘Posse’ Corrals
‘James Gang’ Softballers, 4-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense and superb pitching played
a major role in the outcome of a
showdown between Angels Division
leader St. Joseph and up-and-coming
St. James in St. Bartholomew’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
action at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on July 29. Backed by a de-
fense that performed no less than six

heroic plays, “wily veteran No. 2”
Frank Chupko spread out the “James
Gang’s” nine hits to pull out a 4-3
victory.

Chupko gave up three hits in the
first inning but yielded only one extra
base hit the entire game, a triple to
Kevin Marron (1-for-1, 1 RBI, 1 run
scored). St. James pitchers Howie
Jones and Dennis Vuono, who alter-
nated innings, limited the Joe boys to

just three hits – a double to Damon
Roth and singles to Bob Guy and
Dennis Hercel. Unfortunately, for the
“Gang”, four errors accounted for all
of the Joe boys’ runs.

St. Joe’s defense turned two double
plays, the first initiated by shortstop
Amilcar Monroy to second baseman
Mike Jonny to first baseman Marty
Bernstein and the second initiated by
third baseman Gerry Spitzer to Jonny
to first baseman Hercel. Damon Roth
made two major league catches in
leftfield and Monroy added two more

KAMINS, GULLES EACH TRIGGER 2-RUN HOME RUNS

FOMSA Hunters Track Down
Midway Ave., 9-5, in Playoffs

CIHANOWYZ’S BRILLIANT DEFENSE SECURES WIN

No. 1 St. Aloysius Roars Back,
Paralyzes St. Mark, 11-8, in 8

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Hunter Avenue softball men,
sponsored by Green Grass Landscape,
sank the Midway express with a salvo
of six runs in the first inning, then
cruised to a 9-5 victory in Game 1 of
the best-of-three playoff series of the
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Asso-
ciation (FOMSA), at Forest Road Park
in Fanwood on July 29.

“Pitching and defense has been our
bread and butter all along during this
whole run, while offensively we hit
from top to bottom and that has won

us championships in the past,” ex-
plained Hunter team captain Frank
Cuccaro. “Today, we came out so
intense and so fired up. We set our
focus by putting on the pressure and
we were able to do that right off the
bat. We were patient, got some pitches
we could hit and we were able to find
some holes. Throughout, we wanted
to keep in touch with the intensity but
during the middle of the game, we hit
a lull period and we kind of sat back
a little, but their pitcher settled down
and did a great job against us.”

Midway pitcher Tony Colicchio

permitted 12 hits, seven in the first
and five in the third inning. Brian
Gulles pummeled a two-run blast and
tripled. Hunter veteran pitcher Al
Manzi muzzled the Midway guns
through three innings, then yielded
nine hits and one free pass.

“I like to keep them off-balance by
mixing it up with change ups while
trying to hit my spots. I was doing
that more early than later in the game,”
said Manzi. “These guys are all past
baseball players, so they’re used to
seeing the ball coming at them 85
MPH. My softball pitch comes in at
40 MPH, so that isn’t going to fool
anybody and you’re not going to throw
the ball by anyone.”

Hunter slugger Steve Kamins used
the “thunder stick” to poke an RBI
single and crunch a monumental 330'
shot into parts unknown. Joe Penczak
and Paul Ewing each had two RBI.
Scott Stogner and Brian Keller each
thumped an RBI.

Third baseman Chris Kluckas made
a fantastic leaping snag off a rising
liner from the barrel of Midway’s
Jack White; however, the neatest play
came from Paul Ewing when he pur-
sued Steve Ditrilio’s shot to deep left
and fired off a laser home to catcher
Stogner in time to make the out.

Eight Hunters came out firing hits
and trampled the plate six times in the
bottom of the first. Kluckas walked,
then after Cuccaro singled, scored on
Stogner’s single to center. Kamins
tapped an RBI single. Mike Ewing

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. Aloysius overcame its six-in-
ning offensive inefficiency, erupting
with four runs in the seventh inning
and then adding three more in the
eighth to paralyze St. Mark, 11-8, in
St. Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League action at Jerseyland
Field in Scotch Plains on July 30. St.
Al leftfielder Bob Cihanowyz put on
a magnificent defensive exhibition,
making no less than five spectacular
catches, three in the final three in-
nings, to neutralize the positive-
charged St. Mark’s offense.

Cihanowyz’s second great catch, a
super stab of a liner on the foul side of

the leftfield line, ended a St. Mark
rally in the fourth inning.

After that catch, teammate Joe
Romash stated, “It’s not a game until
Bobby makes a play like that. It’s an
official game now.”

His third catch prevented additional
runs in the sixth, and his next two
were made in the eighth to seal the
win. St. Al centerfielder Scott Curtis
made a fine running catch in the fourth,
third baseman Mike Walch made a
great diving catch in the second and
first baseman Jim Steger made a fine
scoop in the first, but what really
brought smiles to St. Al’s faces was
Mark Fugett’s scampering snare in
right field in the fifth inning

“He looked like a garbage truck
with no tires,” snickered teammate
Neal LaStrange affectionately.

St. Mark turned a 1 (Tony Radice)-
6 (Frank Pepe)-3 (Mark Romaine)
double play in the second inning.
Pepe added two fine second-to-first
putouts. Leftfielder Malcolm Boone
and centerfielder Marty Marks had
fine catches and pitcher Radice cov-
ered first effectively to get a nice
putout.

Both teams totaled 13 hits, but St.
Al pitcher Al Betau yielded only one
walk while his teammates managed
to harvest seven. St. Al’s Tom
Rutkowski went 2-for-2 with two runs

  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOLDING HIM AT THIRD…Hunter Mike Ewing, No. 6, appears to disregard
the holdup sign from third base coach Scott Stogner, No. 24. Ewing later trampled
the plate on Joe Penzack’s RBI sacrifice.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LAUNCHING A SAC FLY TO LEFT…St. “James Gang” batter Mike Camfield launches an RBI sacrifice fly to leftfield
in the second inning against the St. Joe “Posse” on July 29. The “Posse” corralled the “James Gang”, 4-3.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY BUT SAFE…“James Gang” second baseman Jim Hoelzel puts the
tag on, but St. Joe base runner John Reynolds touches safely in the nick of time.
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Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Results:

50+ DIVISION 1 (July 31):
TEAM W L
Comcast Cablevision 18   3
Antone’s Pub & Grill 16   4
D&K Associates 16   7
Irish Pub 12   9

50+ DIVISION 2:
TEAM W L
Awnings Galore 10 10
Marion & Jacobson Roofing   9   9
The Office 10 12
Northwestern Mutual   9 12
Union Center National Bank   4 18
Crest Refrigeration   1 21

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM W L
IL Giardino’s Ristorante 13   3
Creative Industries 12   3
Legg Mason   5 12
LA Law   3 15

Northwestern Mutual 19, Crest
Refrigeration 4

Steve Falco, Rich Grossberg and
Pete Osborn, each with three hits and
three runs scored, led Northwestern.
Dennis Baker, Bob Bierman, George
Gonzalez, Rich Polinitza and Jim Price
each contributed two hits.

The Office 13, Union Center Bank 9
The Office banged out 23 hits, led

by Tom McNulty (4-for-4). Howard
Smith, Charlie Wischesen and Tony
Zarvis all tripled. Bankers Dan D’Arcy,
Tony Galiota and Bill Koegel each
cracked three hits.

Creative Industries 19, Legg Mason 1
Creative exploded for 23 hits, in-

cluding three each from Demo
Cervelli, Ray Cozzarelli and George
Merlo. Joe Addochio, Art Kopacz,
Charles Lehman, Bill Ritchie, Don
Robertson, Alan Schulman and Bill
Vanderwende each contributed two
hits. Kopacz pitched a six-hitter.

IL Giardino’s 13, L.A. Law 1
IL Giardino’s 13, L.A. Law 2

Pitcher Tom Price has allowed only
three runs in his last three games.
Shortstop Bob Bierman provided spar-
kling defense. Vic Blyskal, Fred Di
Martino, Steve Felix, Bruce Symon,
Bierman and Price each produced key
hits for Giardino’s.

D & K Associates 10, Marion &
Jacobson Roofing 6

Athlete Mirjana Banic Seeks
U.S. Olympic Bobsled Berth

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mirjana Banic, a personal trainer at
Personal Best in Garwood, a 1997
graduate of Arthur L. Johnson (ALJ)
High School in Clark and a 2002
graduate of Rutgers University, hopes
she has what it takes to become a
member of the United States Olym-
pic Bobsled team that will compete in
Italy in 2006.

What does it take to make the U.S.
Olympic Bobsled team? Obviously,
an athletic background in a sport that
has similar demands would be help-
ful. Additionally, strength,
weightlifting and power training to
go with the unending discipline re-
quirement could offer an added boost.

“In high school, I dabbled with it
(weight training),” said Mirjana, who
also successfully competed in a ce-
lebrity boxing match at Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield two years ago.
“You have to be strong! I kind of had
to do it for track. In college, I got
really into it my third year. From then

on, it became second nature to me.”
At ALJ, Mirjana was a four-year

varsity letter winner in tennis (three
years at first singles), basketball (three
years, then winter track her senior
year) and track and field. She was
Union County champion in the dis-
cus and shot put and held the Moun-
tain Valley Conference record in the
discus at 117 feet until two years ago.
Additionally, she was a Group 2 State
Sectional champ in the discus.

“My senior year, I quit basketball
and did winter track, because I knew
that was where my scholarship was,”
Mirjana said.

At Rutgers University, “I was on the
five-year plan. I redshirted my third
year. I actually ended up getting hurt,
so that worked out well,” she said.

Mirjana specialized in the discus
and was a Big East scorer each year.
She placed fifth in the Penn Relays,
College Division and received All-
East honors for placing in the top 10
of the 2002 East Coast Athletic Con-
ference championships.

Mirjana, competing as a brakeman,
began her quest to become an Olym-
pian in 2003 by placing third in the
U.S. Women’s Bobsled Team Trials
held in Lake Placid, NY. She also
competed at the Push Off champion-
ships and went to Calgary, Canada
for a week of training on ice. From
there she went to Utah for the actual
sledding. Toward the end of this
month, Mirjana will return to Lake
Placid to take aim at becoming a
member of the U.S. World Cup team.

When asked when she first consid-
ered competing in the bobsled,
Mirjana grinned and said, “It was
kind of a wacky idea. I graduated
from Rutgers and still had that com-
petitive edge in me. I didn’t feel like
I fulfilled anything. So I was think-
ing, what sport could I possibly take
on? Why not bobsled?”

With all the travel involved, an-
other factor that must be considered
in order to make the team would be
finances.

“Some of it gets covered by the
team; not much, so I could use some
sponsors. If anybody is generous
enough to inquire, that would be help-
ful,” she said.

Westfield resident Len Glassman,
a partner at Personal Best, com-
mented, “We are so behind her. She is
an incredible athlete, an incredible
person, she’s down to earth and we
will be rooting for her all the way to
the finish line.”

For further information about her
quest or even the personal training,
Mirjana and Len can be reached at
Personal Best, 100 Center Street in
Garwood at (908) 456-3337.

You deserve it . . . call now to schedule a private appointment
Or visit my website:

www.NJTopHomes.com for a Virtual Tour and the Property Brochure.

Faith A. Maricic

COLDWELL BANKER

Westfield Office          209 Central Avenue          908-233-5555

Bigger Than It Seems
Westfield . . . Graced w/wide moldings, hardwood floors, French
doors, and a built-in china cabinet, this charming 4 BR, 4 1/2 Bath
Colonial is adorned with a Great Room (22’x18’), two Fireplaces,
Eat-In Kitchen with a convenient first floor Laundry Room, renovated
baths, a finished basement with a Rec Room and office, set on a
large, deep lot (75’x200’).  $769,900 (WSF0638)

908-301-2029 (Direct Line)
Visit my Website at: www.NJTopHomes.com

for Virtual Tours and Property Brochures

© 2004 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is aregistered trademark  of  Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

slivered a single and trampled home
when Joe Penczak doubled to left.
Paul Ewing followed with a two-run
single and Brian Keller cracked an
RBI triple.

Hunter notched three more runs in
the third. Cuccaro reached on a mis-
cue and Kamins crunched his home
run. Mike Ewing singled and Penczak
lofted an RBI sacrifice.

Midway responded with a run in the
fourth when Colicchio walked and scored
after Paul Meade and Jerry Bianco
singled and Ditrilio sacrificed to left.

Midway added two more runs in
the fifth when Dave Lissy plopped a
single and Gulles launched a two-run
homer to deep center. In the sixth,

Midway’s Meade slid headlong into
first and scored on Ditrilio’s single.
In the seventh, Gulles tripled and
scored on Scott Rodger’s single.

After the game, Midway team cap-
tain Lipshitz said, “Yes, that first in-
ning is what killed us and we couldn’t
dig ourselves out of the hole. When
you’re down 6-0 against these guys it
gets tough, because they’re just a
very good team. One thing about our
team I must say, we never give up; we
give it 100 percent no matter what the
score is. Hopefully in game two we’ll
keep it going with the way we played
the second half of the game.”
Midway 000 121 1 5
Hunter 603 000 x 9

FOMSA Hunters Track Down
Midway Ave., 9-5, in Playoffs

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Raider Hoops Coach Plans
Open Gyms in August

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) head girls basketball
coach Lori McBride will hold a series
of open gyms during the month of
August for girls entering grades 9-12
interested in being a part of the girls
basketball program at SPFHS. The
open gyms will run from 5-7 p.m. and
will take place on Mondays, Tuesday
and Thursdays during the month be-
ginning on August 9.

Anyone interested in playing or
developing her skills is encouraged to
attend. Players are asked to come
dressed to play with shorts, T-shirts
and sneakers. Players are also encour-
aged to bring a jump rope, although it
is not required.

“This is a great opportunity to get to
work with players in a one-on-one
environment, and it allows the players
to learn the drills and system that we
will be using this season,” said
McBride. “It also allows us to get to
know the players before tryouts actu-
ally start in November.”

McBride, entering her first season
at SPFHS, takes over a program that
won the 2004 Union County Champi-
onship. She was formerly an assistant
coach at UNC-Charlotte in 2003-2004
and an assistant head coach at Seton
Hall in South Orange. She played col-
lege ball at UNC-Chapel Hill and was
a member of the 1994 National Cham-
pionship team.

SP’s Meehan Captures
NJ Jr. Golf Crown

Chris Meehan of Scotch Plains re-
cently won his age group in the New
Jersey Junior Golf Competition’s 2-
day event played at The Peddie School
course in Highstown and at Knob Hill
Golf and Country Club in Manalpan.

In the Boy’s 16-17 division, Meehan
was in third place after the first round
with an 80 but shot another round of
80 to finish three shots better than
Bryan Bailey (79-84) of Monroe. Kyle
Rasavage of Princeton took third with
respective rounds of 78 and 86.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING FIT FOR A BIG REASON…Mirjana Banic, a fitness trainer at Personal
Best in Garwood, seeks a berth on the U.S. Olympic Bobsled Team that will compete
in Italy in 2006. Pictured, left to right, are: Personal Best’s Len Glassman of Westfield
(partner), Ellen Lester of Scotch Plains (partner and founder) and Banic.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WILY OLD VETERAN NO. 1…Hunter Avenue’s Al Manzi has been pitching
successfully in the Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Association for decades.

Westfield . . . a Designers dream.  Renovated w/the finest
appointments.  4 BR, 3 full & 2 1/2 BTH.  Expanded RH in
quiet Wychwood.  Custom EIK w/limestone cntrs, tuscan washed
walls, porelain flrs, cntr isle.  New 2 1/2 BTHS w/marble, gracious
foyer w/faux glazed walls, LR w/elaborate BI’s & frplc, Dr w/luxury
moldings, refin. HWDFLS, frplc, lrg media rm, enchanting 3
season porch.  New RF, upd ELEC, CAC, many Marvin wndws.
Walk to school.  $999,000  WSF0603

Westfield. . . Wychwood.  Enchanting Story-Book English Cottage
in a quiet location.  4 bedrooms, 3 full baths.  Beautiful natural
woodwork, hardwood floors, built-ins, archways.  Many custom
improvements include Eat-In Kitchen, large master bath, Anderson
windows, Rec Room w/gas fireplace, 2-car garage w/loft, hot water
heater and furnace.  Professionally landscaped property, private
patio, large deck.  $945,000 WSF0745

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555, ext. 169
Direct Line: 908-301-2015 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2003

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award
Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002-2003

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com

www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

Westfield . . . Just move in!  Pristine 3 BR, 2 BTH home with
many improvements.  EI KIT w/granite cntrs, slider to large Dk
and adjacent FR w/frplc.  MBR w/sitting area, palladian wndw &
BTH w/soaking tub & separate stall shwr.  RR, CAC, new RF,
DRVWY & LNDSCP.  $619,000  WSF0760

 

         

         

          

         

Coldwell Banker 
Experience, Trust, Reliability & Service 

 

WESTFIELD OFFICE    209 CENTRAL AVENUE  908 233-5555

©2004 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated 

Lou Faruolo 
Broker Sales Associate 

Direct:  908-301-2033 

NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award 1984-2003 

E-mail:  lfaruolo@coldwellbanker.com

 

Fanwood . . . This charming Colonial features
3 bedrooms and 1 1/2 baths.  Large 100 x 100
property.  Needs TLC but Roof is 3 yrs. old,
updated CAC and Furnace.  Great for expansion.
Walk to trains.  Call Lou for details.  $399,900
WSF0696

Scotch Plains . . . Well maintained Front to Back
Split Level featuring 3 bedrooms and 1 1/2
baths.  Many upgrades throughout including
windows, kitchen, bathroom, TREX deck and
Rec. Room.  Must be seen . . .  Call Lou for
details.  $419,900  WSF0738

WTA Men’s Singles
Tennis Ladder Told:

Jon Eisenburg reclaimed the #3 spot
defeating Rich Pardo who earlier had
defeated Mike Gonnella. Tuyen Diep
posted a number of games and leads in
the most active category. Errazo and
Wasserman held on to their 1-2 spots
with defeats over Diep and others.
Eight games are required to play in the
playoffs. Report matches to
mike987654@comcast.net. Check
westfieldnj.com/wta for complete re-
sults. The next reporting period ends
on August 15.
  1. Robert Errazo(11)* 26. Mike McCrea(1)
  2. G. Wasserman(7)* 27. Jon Walker (1)
  3. Jon Eisenberg(6)* 28. Russ Finestein
  4. Rich Pardo(10)* 29. Mark Jackler
  5. Mike Gonnella(6)*30. Jeremy Krell
  6. Tuyen Diep(13)* 31. Ernest Jacob
  7. Weldon Chin(6)* 32. Bryan Smith
  8. Vollbrechthausen(5)* 33. Adam Krell
  9. Melvin Diep(3)* 34. B. Anderson
10. Paul Moum(4)* 35. D. Armstrong
11. Mike Manders(4)* 36. Jim Bender
12. Mike Morin(5) 37. Paul Darmanin
13. Alex Winnicker(5)38. Manny Erlich
14. Mike McGlynn(4)*39. Todd Krell
15. Stuart Gruskin (5)40. Adam Krell
16. Ross Errazo(4)* 41. Jeremy Krell
17. Steve Satkin(4) 42. Alan Lo
18. David Ferio(2) 43. Dewey Rainville
19. Chris Wendel(7) 44. Joe Schurig
20. John Mancini 45. A. Wasserman
21. Quaid Kapadia(4)* 46. J. Wasserman
22. Vince Camuto 47. Mike Muroff
23. Andrew Cohen(4)* 48. Erik Sandstedt
24. Steve Kreutzer(1) 49. Steve Lee
25. Andrew Ross(7) 50. H. Williams Jr.

51. Ian Schwartz

The number (#) indicates total
games played this year. *A match
was played in the past two weeks.
Those who did not play may have
dropped positions.

WTA Women Doubles
Tennis Ladder Told:

The sixth reporting period ended
August 1. The next reporting period
will end August 15. Playoffs will start
immediately after Labor Day.
  1. Bender/Abramowitz (7)
  2. Morin/Vollbrechthausen (7)
  3. Sottung/Weisman (6)
  4. GalassoPerez-Santalla (5)
  5. Purdy/Hewett (2)
  6. Goldberger/Wirtshafter (10)
  7. Day/Kacmarsky (3)
  8. Fealey/Brotman (5)
  9.Erlich/Luppescu (3)
10.Zoidis/Fraser (1)
11.Fleder/Black-Polak (4)
12.Subhas/Walker (1)
13.Freundlich/Healey (2)
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scored and an RBI while Tom Reade
and Emmet O’Hara both had two hits
and two RBI. Jack Kennedy singled
twice and scored twice and Betau
scored twice. St. Mark’s man Glen
Walz went 3-for-3, including a double,
scored three times and added an RBI.
Radice had two hits and two RBI,
Boone had two hits, an RBI and a run
scored, and Joe Scarfuto had two hits
and a run scored. Chris Meehan scored
twice.

St. Mark took a 3-0 lead in the
bottom of the second. Marks singled,
Meehan walked and Walz whacked an
RBI single that was mishandled, al-
lowing Meehan to also score. Brian
Mahoney followed with an RBI single.

Kennedy singled and scored on

Rutkowski’s RBI single to make the
score 3-1 in the third, then Al man
Curtis doubled and scored on
Romash’s sac fly in the fourth. Mark
man Walz doubled and scored on
Radice’s RBI single in the bottom of
the inning.

St. Al made the score 4-3 in the
fifth when Betau scored on Fugett’s
sac fly but St. Mark answered quickly
with two runs when Boone belted an
RBI triple and scored on an error.

Rutkowski singled and scored on
O’Hara’s double in the sixth, but St.
Mark extended its lead to 8-4 when
Meehan and Walz danced on home in
the lower half of the inning.

As St. Al came to bat in the seventh,
mysteriously seemingly to grab a page
from Nostradamus’ book, LaStrange
predicted, “This is our inning.”

The St. Al softballs eerily just
started plopping into the puddles at
short and slightly beyond. St. Mark
outfielders were slipping on the wet
surface. Three hits, a walk and an
error later, four Aloysius players
materialized on home plate.

Stunned, all three Marks men dis-
appeared in order in the lower half of
the seventh. Meanwhile, St. Al found
the puddles again with two singles,
two walks and a sac fly to add three
runs in the eighth.

After a leadoff pop out to third,
Cihanowyz made his fourth and fifth
spectacular catches, ending the game.
St. Aloysius 001 111 43 11
St. Mark 030 122 00 8

No. 1 St. Aloysius Roars Back,
Paralyzes St. Mark, 11-8, in 8

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:

ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of July 30:)

TEAM W L Pct
St. Joseph   9   7 .562
St. Kilian   9   8 .529
St. James   7 11 .389
St. Blaise   5   9 .357
St. Anthony   4   9 .308

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM W L Pct
St. Aloysius 10   3 .770
St. Jude 9   5 .643
St. Anne 9   6 .600
St. Mark 8   8 .500
St. Edward 6 10 .333

St. Jude 11, St. Edward 7
The Eddies gave pitcher Paul Mo-

rello a quick six-run lead but the Jude
crew scratched back. Judesters Nick
Barattucci, Don Rowbotham and Pat
Enright had key hits.

St. Kilian 13, St. Joseph 9
Kilian’s Paul Raphael thumped two

triples and had five RBI. Lou
Balestriere and Rob Stratton chipped
in with three hits each.

St. James 11, St. Anthony 3
James Gangsters Gerry Riepe and

Kevin Marron rapped three hits
each. Marv Scherb led the Tonys
with three hits.

St. Joseph 4, St. James 3
See exclusive story.

St. Anne 11, St. Kilian 5
Annies Nick DiNizo walloped three

doubles and Steve Murano had three
hits. Rob Stratton (HR, single)
knocked in all five of Kilian’s runs.

St. Blaise 13, St. Anthony 8
Blaisers Jim Sacca, Jeff Freidlander

(HR), Al Rezza and Tom Kucin had
three hits. Tim Deegan went deep for
the Tonys.

St. Blaise 11, St. Joseph 8
Blaise amassed 21 hits, led by

Freidlander’s three hits. Dennis
Hercel and Steve Abrunzo had three
each for the Joeys.

St. Edward 3, St. Jude 2
The Eddies won it in the bottom of

the seventh thanks to Gary
Cardinale’s infield single. Pete
Vanderheyden held the Judies at bay
and had 3 hits of his own.

St. Aloysius 11, St. Mark 8
See exclusive story.

For more St. Bart’s information,
please visit www.stbartssoftball.com.
(Howard Bialos webmaster).

St. Joseph’s ‘Posse’ Corrals
‘James Gang’ Softballers, 4-3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

heads up plays. St. James leftfielder
Steve Pirella made a fine snag and
Marron made a brilliant scoop at first
for an out.

St. Joe took a 2-0 lead in the top of
the first inning. Guy ripped a single,
Roth reached base on an error and,
with two outs, both scored on Jonny’s
two-run sacrifice fly. In the “Gang-
ster” half of the inning, Gerry Reipe
(2-for-3, 1 run scored), Pat Nigro (2-
for-3) and Lee DiDonato poked back-
to-back singles to load the bases with
no outs. Karl Grossmann lofted an
RBI sac fly then the Joes escaped
further damage with the first double
play.

In the second, Joe boy Dean Talcott
reached second on an error then, with
determination, rounded third and
scored on Hercel’s RBI single to left.

“I was sending him all the way,”
said third base coach Jonny.

“He gave me the sign. I was going
to score. I didn’t look at the ball
because it would slow you down,”
commented Talcott.

In the second, James “Gangster”
Marron blasted a shot that sailed over
the centerfielder’s head. He hobbled
into third with a triple then scored on
Mike Caufield’s RBI sac fly.

“He’s had a pulled hamstring all
season,” explained Reipe.

After completing the inning, pitcher
Chupko commented, “I thought it
was a fly out, but it kept going back
and back.”

St. Joe upped its lead to 4-2 in the
third when John Reynolds reached on
an error and scored on Roth’s RBI
double to center. Kenny Blaes (2-for-
2) tapped a leadoff single in the third
but the next, three “Gang” members
were corralled by Chupko.

“We are the Posse! There will be no
more robbing,” shouted Chupko.

The “James Gang” did, however,
manage to steal a run in the fifth when
“Gang” leader Jim Hoelzel reached
on an error, scooted to third on
Vuono’s single and scored on
Marron’s sac fly.

After St. Joe added its second
double play in the sixth, Jonny cau-
tiously commented, “It’s good de-
fense. It falls apart sometimes.”

In the seventh, noticing that St. Joe
had only gotten three hits, Guy said,
“Last week, we had two games in the
20s. This week, we can’t hit. It’s one
week on, one week off.”

After the first two “Gangsters”
made outs in the final inning, “Hercel
whispered, “I smell victory. Famous
last words!”

Almost! Reipe and Nigro worked
back-to-back singles, but DiDonato
grounded to second to end the game.
St. Joseph 211 000 0 4
St. James 110 010 0 3

Making Your Biggest Investment . . .

Your Best!

Betty Lynch

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

Broker / Sales Associate

For Immediate Reply,
908-419-5141 (cell)

bettlync@att.net
Office: 908-233-5555

Over 25 Years Experience
Knowledge of Market Area
Integrity & Personalized Service
Expert Marketing (home staging, extensive
internet exposure, virtual tours, and
professional brochures)
Seasoned Professional With Outstanding
Negotiating Skills, Whether You’re
BUYING or SELLING
Full-Time, Licensed Assistant to Help
Handle Transaction Details
Committed to Customer Satisfaction,
Listening to Your Needs & Expectations
Specializing in Union & Somerset
Counties

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award - Gold
1986,87 1998-2002

Lifetime Member NJAR Distinguished Sales Club
International President’s Elite

©2004 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of
Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.
Owned and operated by NRT, Inc.

Betty Lynch

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

DISTRICT CHAMPIONS…The Westfield 14-year-old baseball team recently
won the Babe Ruth District 12 Championship after defeating Watchung Hills, 4-
3 and 6-5. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ryan Brand, Joe Green, Mark
Mellino, Dean Kowalski and Evan Einstein; second row, Head Coach Humberto
Val-Llobera, Ryan Scanlon, Mike Cappiello, Evan Shapiro, Justin Olsen, Bran-
don Heroux, Joe Val-Llobera, Pat Stanley and Assistant Coach Kevin Scanlon.

Scotch Hills Women
Tell Golf Results:

A spokeswoman for the Scotch
Hills Women’s Golf Association of
Scotch Plains announced the results
of the One Best Ball of 4 Tournament
held on July 27.

First: Camille Hayden, Drina
Erhard, Petie Prybylski, Janice Law-
yer: Net 20

Second: Lisa Sanguiliano, Chris
Haight, Bev Heinrich, Ronnie Buob:
Net 24

Low Putts: Elsie Blanchette and
Nancy Phares 15

Chip-in: Mary Pearsall #1
Birdie: Pat Herring #2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOCUSING ON THE THROW…St. Joe first baseman Dennis Hercel concen-
trates on the throw from pitcher Frank Chupko and gets the putout.

WESTFIELD                  $539,900

1890 True “3 Family” Victorian lovingly restored & upgraded: Newer roof, hot water heater, furnaces.
On 1/3 + acre with patio/deck, 6 car parking, wrap-a-round porch, fireplace, 17 rooms, 7 bedrooms &
5 baths.  One block to NYC train.  Reep rental income as owner occupant of elegant 2000 sq. ft. 1st
floor w/separate suite for “professional in residence”. (052009668)

WESTFIELD                                                                                                    $599,000
This lovely and well maintained Cape features a large lot with landscaping.  Three bedrooms, two 1/2
baths, eat-in kitchen, formal dining room, wood burning fireplace in living room, parquet & hardwood
floors, CAC, finished basement w/bath.  Brand new roof (‘04), porch and large deck. Central to
Massachusetts #124 (052009659)

WESTFIELD                    $975,000

Lovely Split Level home situated on a gorgeous 79 x 142 property.  Lots of room to expand or set up a
summertime game on the side yard.  Home features 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, finished basement.
Updated kitchen & bath.  Rear deck & patio w/basketball hoop & built-in gas grill is a perfect place to
entertain.  Central Ave. to Connecticut St. to Boynton + left onto Maryland St. #221 (052009723)

MOUNTAINSIDE                  $749,000
This home boasts an inviting floor plan with 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, oversized rooms, hardwood floors
and abundant closet space.  Enormous 2,200 sq. ft. basement with 9’ ceilings - perfect for workshop or
additional living area.  Set on a professionally landscpaed lot on a tranquil tree lined cul-de-sac.  Ten min.
to Midtown Direct train.  School bus stops within 50’ of front door.  A perfect place to call home.  Make it
yours today!  Call Pat for a private showing.  Summit to Sunnyslope to lt on Ledgewood #1054. (052009522)

Open House: Sun. August 8 / 1-5 PM Victorian Multi-Family

Open House: Sun. August 8 / 1-5 PMOpen House: Sun. August 8 / 1-5 PM
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Barracuda Swimmers Halt
Highlands’ 27-Year Streak

The Willow Grove Barracudas swim
team made history on July 17, beating
the Highland Sharks 270-261. The
victory ended the Sharks’ 27-year un-
beaten streak and improved the Barra-
cudas’ record to 3-0. Numerous records
fell during the event.

In IM, (9-10) Yuen won and Baliko
and Dunn touched 1-2. (13-14)
Murphy took first, as did Marino with
a new pool/club record of 1:04.73.
(15-18) Gousman won and Swenson,
Swenson and Sheffield swept. Also
scoring were Baliko, Smith and Yuen.
Bernardo, Ross, Hauptman, Gartner
and Smith swam well.

In freestyle, (6U) Denman,
Leistikow and Kerby swept. (8U) Ross
and Boyle won their respective races.
(13-14) Marino’s winning time of
25.88 set a pool/club record. (15-18)
Gousman won her race, and Gartner
(25.86 club record), Swenson and
Hauptman swept.

Also scoring for the Barracudas
were: Fletcher, McKenna (19.16 club
record), Marino (also broke club
record), Banasiak, DeBonis, Bebout,
Leistikow, Dunn, McKenna, Dunn,
Smith, Marsan and Johnson.

In breaststroke, (8U) Marino and
Boyle touched 1-2, along with (9-10)
Baliko and Dunn and (15-18) Yuen
and Gousman and Swenson (30.92
pool record) and Swenson. (9-10)
Yuen, (11-12) Baliko and (13-14)
Marsan won, as did Marino with his
third record of the day (32.01).
Banasiak, Ross, Leistikow and Smith
added points. Bebout, Cavaliere and
Kovacs swam well.

In backstroke (13-14) Murphy won
in a record 32.64, while (15-18)
Gartner, Swenson and Hauptman
swept. McKenna, Favreau, Baliko,
McKenna, Dunn, Baliko, Johnson,
Smith and Marino also scored.
Sebolao, Jensen, Greaney and
Channoui had fast swims.

In butterfly, (8U) Marino, (9-10) Yuen
and Dunn and (11-12) Dunn took first.

(13-14) Murphy won (31.59 record).
Gartner (26.86 record), Sheffield and
Sheffield swept. DeBonis, McKenna,
Koch, Gartner, Smith and Yuen contrib-
uted. Hoerrner, Bebout, Bernardo and
Kosenick added strength.

Top relay teams were: (8U) Boyle,
Zazzali, McKenna and Marino; (9-
10) Murphy, McKenna, Dunn and
Baliko; (13-14) Murphy, Gartner,
Marsan and Johnson (pool/club record
of 2:01.05); and (15-18) Gartner,
Gousman, Yuen and Swenson.

SOPHOMORE LEGION CHAMPS…The Westfield Sophomore American Le-
gion baseball team recently won the Union County League title with a 16-12 win
over Elmora. Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row; Joe Tressitt, Rick Passananti,
Nick Barba, Kevin Hennessey, Jon Helfand and Coach Miller; top row, Jimmy
Thayer, A.J. Rimondi, Santo Nardi, Danny Nuber, Brian Davidson, Jack Meagher
and Danny Dickson.

WF Soph. Legion Tops Elmora,
Advances to State Tournament

The Westfield Sophomore Ameri-
can Legion baseball team rattled
Elmora, 16-12, in the finals of the
Union County American Legion
League Championship. The victory
advanced Westfield to the state tour-
nament to play the winner of Cape
May and Middlesex last Sunday,
August 1, in Tabernacle, NJ.

Elmora took a 3-0 lead in the first
inning against starting pitcher Danny
Dickson but Westfield answered with
two runs. Unfortunately for Westfield,
Elmora scored three unanswered runs
in the second.

In the third, Coach Ken Miller gath-
ered his team and said, “You got to
believe in yourselves boys.”

Westfield notched two runs on a
base hit, three stolen bases, two key
walks and two deep fly balls. Elmora
responded with two, making the score
7-3, but Westfield exploded with 10
runs to take a 13-7 lead. Nick Barba,

Santo Nardi and Kevin Hennessey
each drilled doubles. Rick Passananti,
Brian Davidson, A.J. Rimondi and
Barba added singles. Danny Nuber
and Passananti capitalized on Elmora
errors and three walks were issued.

Jimmy Thayer relieved in the fifth
inning and received a lot of help
from his defense. Catcher Hennessey
gunned down a runner stealing sec-
ond for the first out. Second baseman
Joe Tressitt caught a pop fly and
threw to second to complete the
double play.

Westfield added two more runs in
the fifth. Tressitt rapped an RBI double
and scored on singles by Rimondi
and Hennessey.

Elmora came back with three in the
sixth, but Barba whacked a blast to
rightfield and scored on a ground ball
by Davidson. Nuber relieved Thayer
in the final inning. Elmora managed
just two more runs.

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

www.NJTopHomes.com RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2004 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Housing Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.
©2004 Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.  All information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

THE RIGHT MOVE FOR PEOPLE MOVING UP!

Fanwood . . . Live the life you deserve in this newer 4 Bedroom, 2 1/2 Bath Colonial
built at the end of a quiet cul-de-sac in 1996.  Come home after a hard day’s work and
relax in front of the beautiful stone Fireplace in the Family Room, or retreat to the
oversized Bonus Room (27’x21’) and  work out, read a good book, or indulge in your
favorite hobby.  Savor an intimate dinner in the formal Dining Room, grab a quick
supper in the Eat-In Kitchen, or kick back and enjoy a meal outdoors on your
expansive two-tiered Deck overlooking your own 1/2 acre of property.  End your day
relishing a peaceful moment in the Jacuzzi tub in your Master Bath.

You deserve it . . . call now and schedule your private appointment
or visit my website:

www.NJTopHomes.com for a Virtual Tour and a Property Brochure.

It’s the right time, the right home, the right price . . .
It’s the right move at $624,900!

Nestled in the park-like setting of Brightwood, this exceptional home sits pleasingly on a 
knoll, yet offers a flat private yard and stone patio, accessed from a private lane.  This pristine
home boasts a generous and bright Living Room with an elegant fireplace.  The Formal
Dining Room is enhanced by a built-in corner cabinet, chair rail, and lovely chandelier.
Enjoy the vaulted ceilinged Family Room complete with a fireplace, built-in bookshelves, and 
atrium doors to the patio.The updated Kitchen features warm cherry cabinets. Four spacious
Bedrooms complete the house plus a finished Recreation Room with Wine Cellar. Many
More Features! WSF  0334# 

Brightwood Beautiful 

Carol Lyons 
The Answer to Your Real 
Estate Needs 

209 Central Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090 
(908) 301-2048 Direct 
(908) 233-5555 Office 
CarolHelps@aol.com 

 

 
©2004 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corp..Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated  by NRT, Inc. 

LEAGUE CHAMPIONS…The Westfield White 10-year-old baseball team won
the New Providence Green League Lower Bracket Championship with a 6-3
victory on July 29. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Robert Margolis, Mike
Kalimtzis, John Dedea, Max Marshiano, Brandon Eng, Keith Peterson, Jake
Harris and Ryan Rittendale; middle row, Dan Burke, Patrick Johnson, Ross
Sugarman, Tony Pafumi, TJ Lutz and Will Hogge; back row, Coaches Jay Hogge,
Gene Dedea and Harry Kalimtzis. Not pictured: Henry Ritter.

WG Barracudas Submerge
WF Memorial Swimmers

The Willow Grove Barracudas
boosted their record to 4-0 with a 267-
131 win over Westfield Memorial on
July 20. In IM, (9-10) Yuen won and
Baliko, McKenna and Ross swept, as
did (15-18) Swenson, Hauptman and
Swenson. (13-14) Johnson and
Gartner, Smith and Kosenick, and (15-
18) Gousman and Marino touched 1-
2. (11-12) Dunn and Smith also won.
Favreau swam well.

Freestylers (7U) Marino and
McKenna finished 1-2. (9-10)
McKenna, Smith and Luce and (13-14)
Murphy, Johnson and Gartner swept.
(8U) Ross and Boyle, (9-10) Cavaliere,
(11-12) Baliko and Smith, (13-14)
Marino and (15-18) Kosenick and
Hauptman also won. Banasiak,
Denman, DeBonis, Zazzali, Ross, Koch
and Albanese-Demair also scored.

In breaststroke, (8U) Boyle and

Marino finished 1-2, as did (9-10)
Baliko and Dunn, (11-12) Baliko and
Dunn, (13-14) Marino and Kosenick,
and (15-18) Swenson and Swenson.
(8U) Ross, (9-10) Yuen, (11-12)
Smith, (13-14) Hauptman and (15-
18) Gousman won. McGovern,
Shaub, Boyle, Cavaliere, Skoog and
Gonch swam strongly.

Backstrokers (9-10) Dunn,
McKenna and Kovacs and (15-18)
Marino, Kosenick and Albanese-
Demair swept. (13-14) Murphy and
Johnson touched 1-2 and Smith won,
as did (15-18) Swenson. Sebolao,
Favreau, Jensen, Greaney, Dunn and
Favreau added points.

In butterfly, (9-10) Baliko, Dunn
and Smith and (13-14) Marino,
Kosenick and Smith swept. (8U)
Hoerrner and DeBonis and (9-10)
Yuen and Cavaliere pulled out 1-2
touches. (8U) Marino, (11-12) Baliko
and Koch, and (15-18) Kosenick and
Hauptman won. McKenna and
Murphy added points, and Favreau
and Cavaliere swam well.

Winning medley relays squads in-
cluded: (8U) DeBonis, Banasiak,
Hoerrner and Ross and McKenna,
Boyle, Marino and Zazzali; (9-10)
McKenna, Baliko, Dunn and Smith;
(11-12) Dunn, Ross, Baliko and
Gartner and Favreau, Smith, Koch and
Van Haasteren; and (13-14) Murphy,
Marsan, Gartner and Johnson and
Kosenick, Marino, Smith and Sebolao.

Favreau, Boyle, Bebout, Jensen,
Greaney, Appezato, Yuen, Whitaker,
Bernardo, Cavaliere, Bernardo, Baker,
Channoui, Murphy, Ross, Luce,
Bernardo, McGovern, Fitzgibbon,
Hoerrner, Carow, Appezato, Hauptman
and Sebolao added strength.

COMPLETING A STELLAR SEASON…The Westfield White 13-year-old base-
ball team concluded the season, 27-4. The team came in third in the Babe Ruth
State Tournament, won the District 12 Tournament, Won the North Jersey All-
League going 14-0 and was runner-up in the East Brunswick Tournament.
Pictured, left to right, are: first row; Michael Forgash, Greg Mucci, Robbie
Granstrand, Michael Irving, James Hughes and Dean Thompson; second row,
Coach Gary Fox, Matt Morgan, Josh Firestone, Steve Anzelone, Jake Fox, Chris
Jenkins, Matt Isabella and Coach Matt Isabella. Not pictured: Coaches Richie
Hughes and Lou Anzelone.

WTA Women Singles
Tennis Ladder Told:

The standings of the Westfield Ten-
nis Association Women’s Singles Lad-
der as of August 1 are listed below. All
inactive players have been dropped
from the standings. Those who wish to
be listed again must play and report
some matches.

The 31 matches played created more
upsets and changes in the standings.
Players can access weekly Standings
and Matches Played on WTA’s website:
www.westfieldnj.com/wta by clicking
on Women’s Singles. Further informa-
tion is available by calling Jean Power
at (908) 654-7418 (or e-mail at
JBPUMPIRON@aol.com). The next
reporting period will conclude at 8
p.m. Sunday, August 15. Match scores
should be reported within 24 hours and
weekend scores by Sunday evening to
J. Power.
  1. JoAnn Purdy (8) 16. Hong Jiang (8)
  2. Lisa Sottung (8) 17. T. Wasilewski (10)
  3. D. Coleman (5) 18. Dianne Mroz (9)
  4. V. Barber (20) 19. P. Brotman (13)
  5. Meg Butler (6) 20. Kathy O’Neill (13)
  6. Monica Morin (8) 21. S. Schmell (12)
  7. Wendi Cohen (6) 22. Ellen Smith (9)
  8. Sheri Pardo (16) 23. P. Wood (17)
  9. Jean Power (11) 24. Eve Matino (9)
10. Liz Mitchell (8) 25. D. Gelinne (7)
11. Laurie Woog (12) 26. L. Coleman (10)
12. Clara Karnish (9) 27. Jan Velasco (9)
13. M. E. Whelan (15) 28. Perez-Santalla (5)
14. Sherri Bender (6) 29. N. Freundlich (8)
15. L. Black-Polak (12) 30. D. Barabas (4)

31. Julia Walker (1)

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com-PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

Westfield
Move-in condition Cape Cod 

loaded with charm features living 

room with fireplace, dining room 

with built-in china cabinets, 3 BRs, 

plus finished basement playroom.

 Offered at $459,000 

Westfield Westfield
Spacious eight room Colonial 

features formal living room and 

dining room, 4 BRs, 2.1 baths, 

newer EIK with adjoining family 

room. Convenient location. 

Priced at $699,000

Westfield

Westfield 

Immaculate 3 BR, 2 bath Colonial 

features living room with fireplace, 

formal dining room, den, plus 

finished basement playroom. Walk 

to Wilson Elementary & NYC trans.

 Yours at $589,000 

Westfield Westfield
Opportunity! 

5 room Cape Cod with room to 

expand features living room, eat-in 

kitchen, 3 BRs, full basement, one 

car detached garage. 

Priced to sell $365,000

Westfield
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WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

If you’re thinking of selling…
find out why Burgdorff, ERA 

listings in Westfield and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*

than the rest of the MLS.

Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.
* Based on the average list price/sale price ratios from GSMLS data for period 6/03-6/04 

for Westfield, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains

In Westfield

FANWOOD $579,000 CRANFORD $459,900

MOUNTAINSIDE $439,900 WESTFIELD $719,900

Lovely, enchanting Colonial in move in condition in designated historic area.
All hardwood floors and natural chestnut trim throughout, 2 fireplaces and built-
ins enhance this already charming home.  Numerous upgrades and improvements.
Walk to town, train and everything.  Gorgeous property and separate pool area..

A friendly lifestyle is yours in this charming 3 Bedroom Colonial.  Located close
to town, schools and NYC transportation, it features a new Kitchen with granite
bar that opens to a Formal Dining Room with built-in cabinet, Living Room
with fireplace, hardwood floors, new windows, roof and exterior paint in 2003.
French doors from Living Room lead to deck and yard with above-ground pool.

Best buy in town!  Cozy, updated Ranch, move-in condition, located on a quiet
cul-de-sac.  Perfect for new family or “downsizers”.  Features a level lot, very pri-
vate large yard and a deck overlooking a wooded lot, 2 Bedrooms and low taxes.
A must see!

Majestic in size!  Enchanting center hall Colonial graced by distinc-

tive woodwork and striking stone fireplace, offers 5 Bedrooms, Mas-

ter bath, sun-porch, Central Air Conditioning, hardwood floors and

conveniently located near schools, town and NYC transportation.

Best value in town!

32 Ravenswood Lane 
Watch the sun set from the master bedroom balcony of this pri-
vate 4Brm, 3Bth home that is nestled amid a marvelous yard. 
The many spacious rooms feature natural wood moldings, 
French doors, copious windows, hardwood floors and custom 
built-ins. Delightful entertaining rooms flow effortlessly, while 
generous family spaces are perfect for casual living. An oasis 
of rolling lawns, lavish poolside settings, beautiful foliage and 
a flagstone patio enhance this wonderful residence offering the 
ideal venue for you and your family. Presented For $749,000. 
Dir: Cooper to Rahway to Swans Mill to Ravenswood. 

 
For additional information or your private tour call... 

 

         Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 
           (908) 233-6417, Direct Dial 

NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977 - 2003                  
 
 

 
Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, W. · (908) 233-0065 

OPEN SUNDAY 1:00—4:00 

New Custom Colonial . . .

Westfield - Brightwood Park View
• 3,400 + Square Feet
• 4 Oversized Bedrooms
• Master Bathroom with Whirlpool tub
• Elegant crown molding, chair rail and picture boxes
• Hardwood floors
• Gas marble Fireplace
• Second floor Laundry room
• Anderson high performance windows
• Mud room / Sports area-off-garage
• Walk-up Attic
• Two zone high efficiency heat and air
• Paver walkway
• Landscaped by Top Speed
• Franklin School district

Offered at $869,000

CUSTOM BUILDER

Liberty State Park to Host
Kite Fest This Weekend

AREA – Liberty State Park along
with the American Kite Association
will host the Liberty Kite Fest/New
Jersey Sport Kite Championships dur-
ing the weekend of August 7-8.

Highlights on Saturday, August 7
include: FIGHTER KITES at 12 a.m.;
HOT TRICKS at 3 p.m.; ROK
BATTLE (beautiful Japanese kites)
at 4:30 p.m.

Liberty Kite Fest/NJSKC is a non-
profit organization dedicated to pro-
moting the fun and excitement of
kiting through an annual festival at
Liberty State Park in Jersey City. With
views of the Statue of Liberty, Ellis
Island, New York Harbor, the Man-
hattan skyline and sunsets, Liberty
Kite Fest/NJSKC is an event not to be
missed.

This event will host kite fliers from
all over the East Coast. The two-day

event will have large 100-foot-long kites
and kites flying to music. The sky will
be filled with kites of all colors, shapes
and styles. Families are invited to bring
lunch and a kite.

Liberty State Park is accessible
from exit 14b of the NJ Turnpike –
bear left approximately 100 feet past
the tollbooth into Liberty State Park.
By public transportation, take the E
to WTC or the 1,2,3,4 to Chambers
Street and take the water taxi to the
park at the rear of the World Finan-
cial Center.

Two lots of free parking are available
and additional paid parking is available
at the far north end of Freedom Way,
adjacent to the train station area.

Maps are available at http://
www.citimaps.com/libertypages/
mapsoflibertystatepark.html.

For more information, contact Kurtis
Jones at kjones@libertykitefest.com or
by telephone at (201) 489-7186 or (732)
919-1911.

Eighth-Graders Are Invited
To Summer ‘Book Chatter’
SCOTCH PLAINS — On Thurs-

day, August 19, students entering
eighth grade are invited to attend a
book discussion on “The Messen-
ger” by Lois Lowry, to be held at the
Scotch Plains Public Library.

This summer version of “Book
Chatter,” led by Betsy Wasniak of
Terrill Middle School, will take place
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The
library is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue.

The popular Book Beat summer
reading discussions, held for the last
several years at the Scotch Plains
and Fanwood libraries in coopera-

tion with the English Department of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, has been expanded this year
to include those students entering
eighth grade.

Copies of the book are available at
both libraries. No pre-registration is
required. Another session of the same
book discussion is scheduled for
Tuesday, August 17, at the Fanwood
Memorial Library at 6:30 p.m. The
Fanwood Library is located at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road.

For further information on the pro-
gram or for directions, please call
(908) 322-5007.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that ordi-
nances as follows were passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
August 3, 2004.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1837
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 24
“STREETS AND SIDE-
WALKS” ARTICLE VII “SIDE-
WALK CAFES” SECTION 24-
46 “DEFINITIONS”

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1838
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD AT, AT SEC-
TIONS 2.15, 11.25 AND 11.26
IN ORDER TO PERMIT SIDE-
WALK CAFES IN THE CBD
AND GB-1 ZONE DISTRICTS

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1839
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD AT SECTION
11.02, SCHEDULE AND MAP,
IN ORDER TO CLARIFY THE
APPLICATION OF ZONE
REGULATIONS TO LOTS
SPLIT BY A ZONE BOUND-
ARY

ORDINANCE NO.  1840
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD AT SECTION
11.28, GB-3 GENERAL BUSI-
NESS DISTRICT, IN ORDER
TO AMEND THE REGULA-
TIONS FOR MIXED RESIDEN-
TIAL AND NON-RESIDEN-
TIAL USE IN THE GB-3 ZONE
DISTRICT

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2104
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZ-
ING A NON-BINDING  REF-
ERENDUM PURSUANT TO
N.J.S.A. 19:37-1, ET. SEQ. TO
DETERMINE VOTER OPIN-
ION AS TO WHETHER THE
TOWN SHALL CONSTRUCT
A PARKING DECK WITH AS-
SOCIATED MIXED USE DE-
VELOPMENT

1 T - 8/5/04, The Leader Fee: $52.02

COUNTY — The American Red
Cross Tri-County Chapter offers a
free Introduction to Disaster course
that can be presented to groups at a
house of worship, community center
or at one of the American Red Cross
chapter offices. Individuals may also
study at home.

The Introduction to Disaster
course is a prerequisite for all Ameri-
can Red Cross volunteers dealing
with disasters.

The Tri-County Chapter offers
various volunteer opportunities, in-
cluding response to fires, providing
mental health counseling, serving
food to families and emergency ser-
vice workers and managing a shel-
ter.

Information on volunteer oppor-
tunities and programs available
through the Tri-County Chapter are
discussed during the Introduction to
Disaster course.

Volunteers who complete all nec-
essary training will be hand-selected
to participate in inter-state assign-
ments. All inter-state assignments
call for Disaster Services Human
Resource qualifications.

The American Red Cross Tri-
County Chapter serves 22 commu-
nities in Union, Middlesex and
Somerset Counties, among them
Fanwood and Scotch Plains.

Anyone interested in attending an
orientation or scheduling a course
may call Victor Webb, Jr. at (908)
756-6414, extension no. 21.

Red Cross Offers Free Course
On Introduction to Disaster
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Kimberley Aslanian Haley
E XPECT M ORE 

 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE GOLD LEVEL 2003 

Coldwell Banker  Kimberley A. Haley 
Direct Line 908.301.2004  

KimHaley@ColdwellBanker.com 

www.KimHaley.com 
Business 908.233.5555 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090    

This completely renovated, custom built 4 Bedroom Cottage style 
home is nestled in the heart of the prestigious Gardens section of 
Westfield. Exemplifying quality craftsmanship and magnificent 
appointments, this fine home represents the ideal combination of 
classic detail and modern convenience and luxury.  Call today for 
elevations and plans.  (WSF 0386)                   Offered for $1.5 Million 

This charming 9 Room English Colonial home is located 
on a quiet tree-lined Westfield street close to schools, 
town and NYC transportation. It boasts an Eat-in Kitchen, 
formal Dining Room and Living Room with fireplace, 
Family Room, Recreation Room, hardwood floors and 3 
new Bathrooms. (WSF 0388)             Offered for $665,000    

Residential Brokerage  

Spacious and completely renovated is this custom Westfield home 
located on a quiet Stonehenge street.  Its renovation includes new 
windows, a gourmet Eat-in Kitchen with granite counters, center 
island, stainless steel appliances and hardwood floor, luxurious Master 
Bedroom Suite with a private Bathroom and oversized walk-in closets 
and more!  (WSF 0618)                             Offered for $960,000 

International President’s Elite
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2003
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.  Prices subject to change.  © 2004 Coldwell Banker Corporation.  Coldwell Banker ® is a registered trademark
of Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Independently owned and operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Charm abounds in this wonderful 4 Bedroom Colonial in top location close to town and
train.  Adorned with chestnut woodwork, this jewel offers a Large Living Room with a
fireplace flanked by built-ins, formal Dining Room with corner cupboard, updated eat-in
Kitchen, sun-filled Den & Screened Porch overlooking lush fenced-in yard.  Highlights -
Rec Room, hardwood floors, 2-car garage, recessed lighting & many recent improvements
including a new Powder Room, new roof, new backyard patio, newly painted exterior &
more.  A must see!  WSF0769  Offered for $589,000

Open House - Sunday 1-4 p.m.
549 Fairmont Avenue, Westfield

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed
bids will be received by the Borough of
Fanwood (“Fanwood”) for One 2004/2005,
½ Ton Sport Utility Vehicle, and all work
incidental thereto, and such bids shall be
received, opened and read in public at the
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, on Thursday,
August 19, 2004 at 10:00 A.M., local
prevailing time.  After the proposals have
been opened, they will be reviewed and
examined by Fanwood or its representa-
tives, the results will be made public, but
until the actual award and execution of a
contract, Fanwood reserves its right to
reject all proposals.

Complete sets of the bid documents for
the proposed work are on file in the Office
of the Borough Clerk at Fanwood’s Mu-
nicipal Building, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, and may be exam-
ined Monday through Friday between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., except
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays.  Cop-
ies may be obtained by prospective bid-
ders upon application to the Borough Clerk
on Thursday, August 5, 2004 and pay-
ment of a non-refundable fee of $20.00.

Bids must be submitted by the date and
time provided above; on the standard pro-
posal forms provided, in the manner des-
ignated in the bid documents and required
by the specifications; must be enclosed in
a sealed envelope bearing the name and
address of the bidder, addressed to the
Borough Clerk of Fanwood, with the words
“Proposal for a 1/2 Ton Sport Utility Ve-
hicle placed on the outside of the enve-
lope in the lower left-hand corner; and
must be accompanied by either a certified
check, cashier’s check or bid bond drawn
to the order of Fanwood for not less than
ten (10%) percent of the amount of the bid,
but not in excess of Twenty Thousand
($20,000) Dollars except as otherwise pro-
vided by N.J.S.A. 40A:11-21.

All spaces on the forms to be com-
pleted by the bidder must be completed.
If a space or the answer to a question is
not applicable, the bidder must indi-
cate such with the notation “Not Appli-
cable”.  Fanwood reserves the right to
reject any bid for failure to provide any
information requested or to indicate
“Not Applicable”.

No bid may be withdrawn after sixty (60)
days of the date specified for the opening
of bids except as provided for in N.J.S.A.
40A:11-24.  Bidders are required to com-
ply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-
31 et seq. (L. 1975, c. 127).

The specifications may contain a com-
plete set of bidding and contract forms.  If
so, they are for the convenience of bidders
and are not to be detached from the speci-
fications or filled out or executed.  Sepa-
rate copies of the “bid” proposal and other
submittals will be furnished for that pur-
pose in duplicate, one to be submitted with
each bid and one to be retained by the
bidder for his (its) records.

The right is reserved by Fanwood to
reject any or all bids if deemed to be in the
interest of Fanwood to do so, to waive any
informalities in the bids received and to
accept the lowest responsible bid.

Any prospective bidder who wishes to
challenge a bid specification or any aspect
of the bidding process shall file such chal-
lenges in writing with the Borough Clerk of
the Borough of Fanwood no less than
three business days prior to date specified
in this notice for the opening of the bids.
Challenges filed after that time shall be
considered void and having no impact on
Fanwood or the award of a contract.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

Borough of Fanwood
1 T - 8/5/04, The Times Fee: $75.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B 05-12 CUSTODIAL SERVICES FOR

BOYS AND GIRLS FIELD HOUSE
COMPLEX LOCATED AT THE

KEHLER STADIUM 801 RAHWAY
AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

BIDS DUE:
AUGUST 19, 2004 AT 2:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and
the name of the supplies, equipment, or
services for which the bid is submitted. It is
understood and agreed that proposals may
be delivered before the time or at the place
specified for opening. The Board of Edu-
cation assumes no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of
the Board of Education. No bid may be
withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days
after the date set for the opening thereof.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et. seq., pertaining to the “Pub-
lic School Contracts Law”.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127, (NJAC
17:27).

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education for 10
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.00.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 8/5/04, The Leader Fee: $54.06

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-16305-03
File No. 7513-03

NOTICE TO REDEEM

AMACO, PLAINTIFF VS.
SAJEDA PATHAN; ET ALS.

TO: SAJEDA PATHAN; JOHN DOE,
HUSBAND OF SAJEDA PATHAN, SAID
NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on July 27, 2004, the Superior Court
Fixed September 14, 2004 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
the TOWNSHIP OF UNION, located at
1976 Morris Avenue, Union, New Jer-
sey 07083, as the time and place when
and where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 6.08 BLOCK 4416 on the tax dupli-
cate of the TOWNSHIP OF UNION.  Total
amount required to redeem is $ 12,581.39,
together with interest from June 10, 2004
and costs.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested
with an absolute and indefeasible estate
of inheritance in fee simple in said lands
and premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

MICHAEL G. PELLEGRINO, ESQ.
Attorney for Plaintiff

CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
One Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
1 T - 8/5/04, The Leader Fee: $44.37

HOUSE SALE

Westfield, NJ Half Duplex
Townhouse - 3 bedroom, 2 full
baths, 2 car garage, all hardwood
floors, skylight, deck, modern
kitchen, dining room. Walk to train,
shops, restaurants & downtown.
Move-In Condition! Owner has NJ
Real Estate License. $329,000.

(973) 538-2487

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! SELLING HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS
OF WESTFIELD HOME!! SAT AUG 14 and SUN AUG 15. 8AM TO
4PM BOTH DAYS. 637 GREEN BRIAR COURT (OFF RAHWAY
AVENUE) IN WESTFIELD. CALL NOW 858-342-3399 FOR APPT
TO PREVIEW FURNITURE ON FRI AUG 13. High-end furniture ex.
Ethan Allen and Henredon. Gorgeous Solid Maple Antique Twin
Bedroom Set w/ 2 Dressers and Mirror. Couches (Yellow or
Turquoise). Upholstered chairs. Kitchen Table & 4 Chairs. Twin
Bedroom Set w/ Desk and Night Table. Dining Room Chandelier.
Bedding ensembles. Rugs. Washer/dryer. Deep freezer (FREE!).
Tools. Small Appliances. Pots/Pans and LOTS MORE! Books esp.
History and Children’s. Old 33 records. Adult Clothes in excellent
condition. Some 60’s retro women’s clothing. Size 9.5AA Women’s
Shoes. NO EARLY BIRDS PLEASE.

MOVING TO CALIFORNIA SALE

MAINTENANCE

FT/PT general hotel maintenance,
some exp required, flex hours, must
have own transp. CDL Drivers Lic
a plus. Apply in person or fax re-
sume to (908) 654-6483 Westfield
Inn, 435 North Ave, Westfield

UNFURNISHED APARTMENT
FOR RENT

WESTFIELD. Gorgeous 3 BR, first
floor apt., completely renovated,
features 2 full baths, large LR,
Eat-In Kit, 1-car garage, washer,
dryer, dishwasher, stove &
refrigerator, huge, park-like prpty.
& much more. Just moments from
schools, town & train. $1900/mo.

WESTFIELD. Side-By-Side
Duplex, move-in condition, incls 2
BRs, LR, Eat-In Kit. & basement.
Refrigerator included. Laundry
facilities in bsmt. Use of yard.
Minutes to train & downtown
shopping. Avail. Immediately.
$1200/mo.

BURGDORFF REALTORS
Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065

ADMINISTRATIVE

Account Administrator
Do you possess administrative
experience, proven PC (Word/
Excel) proficiency, solid interper-
sonal communication skills and
organizational abilities to manage
multiple projects at once? If so,
then consider this opportunity with
our fast-paced team at Wachovia
Securities. Interested? Visit us
online at wachovia.com/careers.
Please enter Job Number 73755
into the keyboard field and click
search to apply.
EOE, M/F/D/V. Wachovia recog-
nizes and values diversity.

MOVING SALE

Saturday, August 7
9AM - 4PM

700 Gallows Hill Rd, Cranford
Furniture, Home Accessories,

Refrigerator, etc.

CHILDCARE HELP

After school supervision & driving
for girls 12 & 15 in my Westfield
home. Own transportation required.
Students & seniors welcome.

(908) 233-4676

HOUSE CLEANING

Reliable, ref, exp. English
speaking, own transportation.
Houses and apts. Call Christine

(908) 527-6261.
Give your home a special touch!

OPEN HOUSE SUN 11-3

775 Fairacres Avenue
WESTFIELD

Col 4 BR 2 bth 3rd floor walkup/fin
bsmt, hw flrs, frplc, 1 car gar. New
kit stainless steel appls, granite
cntrs & flrs, maple cabs. Lrg porch.
Great family nbrhd and loc-walk
to all. $540K, (908) 928-0140,
ibehlau@hotmail.com for appt.

Help Wanted
Certified Home Health Aid to
care for Alzheimer’s Patient.

Call (908) 232-5860
9 AM to 5 PM

HOME HEALTH AID

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp.
needed. Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req.,
min. 4 hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr.
coverage. Wkday 9am - 1 pm or
1-5pm slots are perfect for par-
ents of school children. Childcare
reimbursement available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.

Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

WESTFIELD. Prime location,
center of town, in modern
elevator building. 750-1150 sq
ft. Adj parking and NY trains.
Please call (508) 228-3030 or
email: RSSLKS at pobox.com

OFFICE SUITE FOR RENT

FT Hairdresser for Westfield
Salon with NJ license. PT
Shampoo Assistant with NJ
license. Health Benefits
Available. Call (908) 233-1620.

Ask for Fran

HELP WANTED

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield, 2nd flr 1 bdrm, HW
floor, air, walk to  train, attic
storage, no pets or smokers,
$1235 a mo., 1.5 months security.

(908) 232-4655

CHILDCARE HELP

Seeking individual to care for my
2 children in my home. Ages: 4
and 14 months. Full or part time 8-
5pm beginning Sept. Prior exp.
helpful. Call (908) 347-9550.

OFFICE FOR RENT

Looking to share office, Perfect
for Psychologist/Social Worker.
Office is available Wed. thru Sat.
$350 per month. Please call

(908) 654-9711.

FULL CHARGE BOOKKEEPER

Mountainside CPA firm seeks
organized, accurate individual to
handle all facets of accounting,
working with G/L, A/R, A/P,
Payroll. Must have computer skills
and be proficient in Excel and
Word. Fax resume and salary
requirements to (908) 654-7731

APARTMENT FOR RENT

3Bd, LR/DR/KT+Ldry in Bsmt,
Fenced Yd+Garage. 15min
NYTrain/Quiet Ngbhd. $1550 +
Utilities/1Mo.Sec. Mountainside.
Call Aniuska (973) 280-4128

HELP WANTED

HVAC Service/Install
Experience preferred.
Will train right person.

(908) 347-3523
DIAMOND DOG TRAINING

On & Off Leash Obedience Training
All Behavior Problems Addressed

Free Consultation
Call Richard or Kate - (908) 389-1309

HELP WANTED

Teacher’s Aid in well respected
preschool. PT position in Westfield
area. Call (908) 322-4652 ext. 22

INSIDE SALES
CUSTOMER SERVICE

A leading distributor of eyewear
will be relocating to Union County
and will be expanding its Inside
Sales Department to support its
aggressive sales initiatives
program. We seek experienced,
articulate, self-motivated, confident
and energetic professionals who
understand “Customer relations”
AND THE ART OF SELLING. You
must be able to demonstrate
proficiency in customer needs
assessment, questioning
techniques, active listening skills,
and knowledge of the closing
process and the resolution of
objections. We provide training.
For immediate consideration
please mail your resume to: Liberty
Optical, 380 Verona Ave., Newark,
NJ 07104 Attn: Robin Young or e-
mail your resume to: Robin_Young
at LibertyOptical.net

Softball Teams Needed
For Charity Tourney
COUNTY – The Union County

Amateur Softball Association will
sponsor the Sixth Annual Dick Ar-
cher Memorial One-Pitch Softball
Tournament on Saturday, August 14,
in Warinanco Park on the border of
Elizabeth and Roselle.

All proceeds from this charity tour-
nament will be donated to N.A.M.I
Union County, the local affiliate of
the National Alliance for the Men-
tally Ill. The entrance fee will be $100
per team, and each team will have a
three-game guarantee.

N.A.M.I. Union County has a pub-
lic presentation each month, publishes
a monthly newsletter, runs a Holiday
Gift Program, offers a free 12-week
“Family-to-Family Education Pro-
gram,” a support group, and recently
published a comprehensive Union
County resource guide. Consumer
activities are being planned for the
future.

The August 14 tournament is a
charitable event. Good sportsman-
ship and fair play is expected. Inter-
ested adult slow-pitch teams should
call Jim Powers at (908) 272-8049 or
Joe Schaefer at (973) 802-2564.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, August 5, 2004 Page 15

Katherine Hild Named
To Dean’s Honor List
WESTFIELD – Katherine Hild, a

2002 graduate of Westfield High
School, has been named to the Dean’s
Honor List at The George Washington
University in Washington, D.C. for the
spring 2004 semester.

A member of the University Honors
Program, she is enrolled in the Elliott
School of International Affairs as an
International Affairs major with a con-
centration in contemporary cultures
and societies and minors in social psy-
chology and anthropology.

Recently, Katherine also completed
a summer session at the University of
Granada, where she pursued advanced
study in the Spanish language.

Katherine is the daughter of Robert
Hild and Karen Stark.

Northwestern Univ. Grants
Degree to Christina Yang

WESTFIELD – Christina Yang, the
daughter of Norman Yang and Jane
Tsai of Westfield, has received a Bach-
elor of Arts degree from the North-
western University Judd A. and
Marjorie Weinberg College of Arts
and Sciences in Evanston, Ill.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, Christina was an art history

major. She participated in the Honor
Program in Medical Education.

Christina was named to the Dean’s
List and the Golden Key International
Honor Society. She was a peer adviser
and a member of the Delta Zeta sorority.

After graduation, she will attend
the Northwestern University Feinberg
School of Medicine in the fall.

Woman’s Club of Westfield
Tells Pupils’ Accomplishments

WESTFIELD – Two Westfield High
School (WHS) students attended Girls’
Career Institute and HOBY
(Hugh O’Brien Youth Lead-
ership) as delegates spon-
sored by the Woman’s Club
of Westfield and chosen by
WHS faculty.

Jessica Stromer, the
granddaughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ezera Wilson, will
enter her senior year at
WHS in September. She
attended the Girls’ Career
Institute from June 14 to 17 for three
days of seminars at Douglass College

in New Brunswick.
The purpose of these workshops is to

provide a taste of college life
for girls who have completed
their junior year in high school
and to help them explore
woman’s issues and career
possibilities for the 21st cen-
tury, stressing an awareness of
social and contemporary prob-
lems.

Harrison Fox, the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Fox, will
enter his junior year at WHS in

September. He was sponsored to HOBY,
which involved three days of workshops
at the Ramada Inn in Hightstown.

The mission of HOBY is to seek
out, recognize and develop leader-
ship potential of high school sopho-
more boys. After his experience at
HOBY, Harrison was able to imple-
ment his new-found knowledge and
experience to win the office of vice
president of the junior class at WHS.

Harrison Fox

WESTFIELD GRADUATE…Kay
Bhagat of Westfield graduated from the
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor,
Mich. on May 1. She received a Bach-
elor of Arts degree with a double major
in Political Science and English. A re-
cipient of honors at the university, Kay
is a 2000 graduate of Westfield High
School and the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Phiroz Bhagat of Westfield. Kay
will attend the University of Maryland
School of Law beginning in August.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Jeremy Sand-
ers, a student at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, is completing a three-
week Junior Statesmen Foundation
summer school, in coordination with
the Junior State of America (JSA), in
the nation’s capital, learning how gov-
ernment works from the inside.

Part of a contingent of high school
students from around the nation, Jer-
emy has been attending classes in
United States government and poli-
tics at Georgetown University in
Washington, D.C.

The course compresses into three
weeks what university students cover
in a full semester, through a combina-
tion of lectures, class discussion and
political simulations.

In addition, Jeremy has participated
in a Congressional Workshop and
heard from members of Congress,
White House officials, journalists,
lobbyists, trade association execu-
tives and other non-government or-
ganizations, reflecting a range of
views on issues and politics.

Earlier this season, the Junior State
of America conducted summer

schools at Yale, Princeton, Northwest-
ern, and Stanford Universities.

According to Richard Prosser, Ex-
ecutive Director of JSA, a total of
1300 students have attended the sum-
mer schools this year.

Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought

WF Honor Roll Pupils
Reported by Mo-Beard

MORRISTOWN – Morristown-
Beard School in Morristown has
reported the names of Westfield stu-
dents who have been listed on the
school’s Honor Roll for the 2003-
2004 spring semester.

Seniors Adam Formal and Brandt
Miller, junior Roshan Nozari and
sophomores Stephen Kowalski and
Caitlin Thrower have all been
named to the roster.

Amanda Gross of WF Earns
Quest for Excellence Award

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER…Brenda Putzer of RE/MAX Properties Unlimited
in Westfield joins Quest for Excellence Award winner and Westfield student
Amanda Gross. The pupil received a $500 check from Ms. Putzer on behalf of RE/
MAX during a Somerset Patriots baseball game on June 23.

WESTFIELD – Amanda Gross,
who recently completed her sopho-
more year at Westfield High School,
has been honored with the RE/MAX
Quest for Excellence Award for her
outstanding achievements in commu-
nity service.

Exactly one year after the terrorist
attacks of September 11, 2001,
Amanda was severely injured when a
tree crashed down on her as she was
eating lunch with a friend. Her friend,
Greta Schoenemann, did not survive
the accident.

After receiving love and support
from her family, friends and class-
mates, Amanda decided to direct this
affection toward others and commit
herself to servicing her community.

She began by volunteering to raise
money for the Greta Schoenemann
College Scholarship program in honor
of her friend. She organized many
events, including memorial services
and a “Police versus Firefighter”
fundraising basketball game.

Amanda continued to donate her
time to charity, as she helped to col-
lect money to provide education and
healthcare for a child in an under-
developed South American nation,
and she attended a volunteer confer-
ence in Washington, D.C., led by the
Religion Actions Center for Reform
Judaism.

Amanda is planning more projects
and activities to help the futures of
others, as well as her own.

This summer, she will attend the
Global Routes Project in Costa Rica.
This program includes an extensive
four-week itinerary where she will
stay with a local host family in San
Isidro de El General and participate
in the construction of a community
center, schools, health clinics and
playgrounds.

Amanda will teach classes in the
village school, paint murals on the

community school and help organize
after-school recreational activities.

On June 23, Amanda attended the
Somerset Patriots baseball game.
Brenda Putzer of RE/MAX Proper-
ties Unlimited in Westfield presented
her with a certificate and scholarship
check for $500. Amanda will use the
money to help fund her trip to Costa
Rica.

Amanda was selected from over
800 applicants throughout the state
of New Jersey and was one of 25
students to earn an award.

The Quest for Excellence Scholar-
ship Program, which was introduced
in January of 2002 by RE/MAX of
New Jersey, encourages students to
cultivate their talents in extra-cur-
ricular activities. While most schol-
arship programs are offered to high
school seniors for college tuition, the
Quest for Excellence is all-inclusive,
recognizing the accomplishments of
New Jersey students in grades 1 to 12.

The applicants wrote essays based
on interests in one of four subjects:
leadership, sports, arts and commu-
nity service.

For more information on the Quest
for Excellence Scholarship Program,
please visit www.remax-nj.com.
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Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Exceptional Center Hall Colonial

. . . On one of Westfield’s most desirable streets is this stunning home offering quality craftmanship
with some of the finest amenities and features.  This impressive home features a grand entry
foyer, formal Dining Room and Living Room with Fireplace.  A magnificent state-of-the-art kitchen
includes granite countertops, new stainless appliances, center-island and an adjacent Laundry
Room for your convenience.  The kitchen opens to the spectacular Family Room with fireplace
and skylights.  Perched at the second floor landing is a cozy sitting area that leads to four
bedrooms and two full baths in addition there is a Master Bedroom with two walk-in closets and
a brand new master bath with oversized stall shower and soaking tub.  A superbly finished
Recreation Room with full bath offers two additional rooms that could be used for exercise, office
or just to get away.  There is also a storage room for the odds and ends.  For your outside
enjoyment, there is a new patio and incredible landscaping that gives privacy and beauty to finish
the picture of this remarkable home.  Offered for 1,275,000  (WSF0777)

KATHY SHEA
Sales Associate

Office Direct:  908-301-2020
Cell: 908-930-9058

Jeremy Sanders Participates
In Junior Statesmen School

Westfield $672,500
Exceptional colonial.  4 bedrooms, 2.1 baths with family room addition, large deck, and eat-in
kitchen.  Large lot backs protected woods.  WSF0352

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

©2004, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Bathed in the rays of the sun this traditional Tudor, in The Gardens, has a sumptuous interior 
radiating with Colonial details: lustrous hardwood floors, arched entries, lead glass windows 
and handsome moldings. A fabulous addition, consisting of a marvelous kitchen, breakfast 
room, family room with handsome wood cabinetry and two second floor bedrooms enhances this 
exquisite residence. The elegant living room and formal dining room reveal a graceful style of 
entertaining that is reminiscent of days gone by. The  master suite with enchanting Juliet bal-
cony crowns a lovely second floor featuring two updated baths. An expansive backyard with 
patio, charming enclosed porch, first floor laundry and a darling guest/au-pairs suite adds to 
the enchantment this home radiates. Presented for $1,600,000. 
 

                     For additional information or your private  tour  call: 
 
                                      Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate                              

                        908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
               NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2003   

 
 
 
 

Westfield Office  ·  600 North Avenue, West  ·  908-233-0065 
 

Caldwell College Presents
Degrees to Area Residents

AREA – Caldwell College in
Caldwell awarded Bachelor of Arts
degrees and Master of Arts degrees to
Westfield and Berkeley Heights resi-
dents during the college’s 62nd Com-
mencement on May 16.

Kerry Abruzzo and AnnMaria
Chironna, both of Westfield, each re-
ceived a Master of Arts degree in Cur-
riculum and Instruction. Berkeley
Heights residents Robin Barter and
Katharine Montermurro each earned
Bachelor of Arts degrees in Psychology.

McCloskeys Named
To Local Dean’s Lists
WESTFIELD – Members of the

McCloskey family in Westfield have
been placed on the dean’s lists at their
respective colleges and universities.

Kyle McCloskey, a student at
Drexel University in Philadelphia,
joined his brother, Keith, in being
named to the rosters. Keith is a stu-
dent at Springfield College.

Their father, James, who attends
Kean University, was also named to a
dean’s list.

Lynchburg College
Lauds Taryn Wyckoff

WESTFIELD – Lynchburg Col-
lege in Lynchburg, Va. has an-
nounced that Westfield resident
Taryn Wyckoff earned honorable
mention dean’s list honors for the
spring 2004 semester.  The daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Wyckoff
of Westfield, she is a senior major-
ing in sports management.
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– Obituaries –
Philip K. Kegel, 82, Chemical Engineer;

Army Veteran Received Bronze Star

Gerald K. Fielder, 69, Was Salesman
With Young’s Paint and Varnish

Lewis Hampton, 84, PSE&G Retiree;
Active in Boy Scouting and Church

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

       ow Offering the New

Willow View Mausoleum,

 A Unique Concept in

Memorial Properties.

   eauty, Dignity & Peace

Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Fairview Cemetery
1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ 908-232-0781

Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums

Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

N

B

– Since 1897 –

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

Forethought® funeral planning
    can help.

WESTFIELD: 318 East Broad St., William A. Doyle, Mgr. • 233-0143 -  NJ Lic.#2325
CRANFORD: 12 Springfield Ave., Dale R. Schoustra, Mgr. • 276-0092 - NJ Lic.#3707

Executive Administrator – William A. Doyle

Find out how
by calling...

• WILLIAM A. DOYLE • PAULETTE CRABIEL WAHLER
• DALE SCHOUSTRA •  LISA LO RICCO SHARP • SCOTT D. HARRINGTON, SR.

Caught in the
Medicaid confusion?

MASTER
MEMORIALS

524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

(908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine
MONUMENTS

MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned
Tim Doerr

Bruce Bauer
(established  1939)

Also:  300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

Philip K. Kegel, 82, of Scotch Plains
died on Monday, July 26, at the
McCutchen Friends Home in North
Plainfield.

Born in Wilmington, Del., he had
lived in New Brunswick before mov-
ing to Scotch Plains 38 years ago.

Mr. Kegel had been employed as a
chemical engineer with Merck & Co.
in Rahway for 39 years, prior to retir-
ing in 1987.

He graduated from the University
of Delaware with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Chemical Engineer-
ing, after which he became a Profes-
sional Engineer.

A United States Army veteran of
World War II, Mr. Kegel served in the

European Theater and was awarded a
Bronze Star.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Corinne M. Kegel, on September 4,
2002.

Surviving are a daughter, Susan K.
Spies of Fanwood, and two grand-
children.

Funeral services were held on Fri-
day, July 30, at the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.
Interment followed at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Children’s Specialized Hospi-
tal Foundation, 150 New Providence
Road, Mountainside 07092-9979.
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Gerald Keith Fielder, 69, of Scotch
Plains died on Sunday, August 1, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Canada, he moved to the
United States in 1956 and was a long-
time resident of Scotch Plains.

Mr. Fielder had been a salesperson
for Young’s Paint and Varnish in
Fanwood for 25 years, retiring in 2002.

Surviving are his wife, Shirley Clark
Fielder; two sons, Brian Fielder of
Scotch Plains and Scott Fielder of Fords;
11 siblings and two grandchildren.

Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and 7
to 9 p.m. today, Thursday, August 5,
at the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East
Broad Street in Westfield. A funeral
service will be held at 11 a.m. tomor-
row, Friday, August 6, at the funeral
home.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to Zachary Felder,
361 Westfield Road, Scotch Plains
07076.
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Lewis L. Hampton, 84, of Scotch
Plains died on Tuesday, July 27, at
Hunterdon Medical Center in
Flemington.

Born in Eliza, Ill. to Ira and Ethelyn
Wight Hampton, he had lived in sub-
urban Chicago until age eight, when
he moved with his family to Roselle.
He lived there and in Roselle Park
before moving to Scotch Plains 54
years ago.

Mr. Hampton had been employed
as an electrical engineer with the Pub-
lic Service Electric and Gas Co. in
Newark for many years, retiring in
1980.

He attended Roselle Public Schools
and graduated from Union College.

As a young man, he was active with
the Boy Scouts, having earned the
rank of Eagle Scout. Involved in scout-
ing throughout his life, he served on
the Troop Committee with Boy Scout
Troop No. 111 in Scotch Plains.

He was a veteran of World War II,
having served in the Pacific Theater
as a Seabee in the United States Navy.

As a member of the First Baptist
Church of Westfield, Mr. Hampton

served on many committees and
boards throughout his 54-year mem-
bership in the church.

He was predeceased by his wife of
59 years, Dorothy Wichern Hamp-
ton, in 2001, and by two brothers,
Gordon Hampton and Merle Hamp-
ton.

Surviving are two daughters, Judith
Hampton Hampson of Bridgewater
and Beverly Hampton Klotz of
Readington Township; a son, Wayne
A. Hampton of Bridgewater; two sis-
ters, Evelyn Hampton Johnson of
Southampton and Lois Hampton
Waddington of Whiting, and seven
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on Sat-
urday, July 31, at the Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. Interment was private.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Tribute Fund of Patriot’s Path
Council of Boy Scouts of America,
222 Columbia Turnpike, Florham
Park 07932 or to the First Baptist
Church of Westfield, 170 Elm Street,
Westfield 07090.
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DEATH NOTICE
Gladys J. Shahnazarian, 78, Employed
By Westfield School Board For 20 Years
Gladys J. Shahnazarian, 78, of

Rancho Palos Verdes, Calif. died on
Monday, July 19, 2004 in the Holgate
section of Long Beach Township.

Mrs. Shahnazarian was born in
Mount Vernon, N.Y. on July 27, 1925.
She lived in Westfield for over 50
years with her husband, Harold, where
they raised their three children. She
worked for the Westfield Board of
Education from 1963 to 1983.

Mrs. Shahnazarian, who also had a
home in Long Beach Island, N.J.,
moved to Rancho Palos Verdes a year
ago.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Harold, in 2002.

Mrs. Shahnazarian is survived by
her sister, Marion Eckian; her loving

children, Laura Grindlinger, Ellen
McKissick and Robert Shahnazarian,
and her loving grandchildren, Adam,
Meredith, Scott, Lauren, Megan,
David and Stephen. She will be dearly
missed by all who knew her.

A memorial service was held yes-
terday, Wednesday, August 4, at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Riggs Funeral Home in
Forked River.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the First
United Methodist Church of
Westfield, 1 East Broad Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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Carol Harbaugh Murphy, 47, Nurse;
Was Member of WHS Class of 1975

Elsbeth K. Reuter, 81
Elsbeth K. Reuter, 81, of Fanwood

died on Saturday, July 31, at her home.
Born on December 8, 1922 in For-

est Hills, N.Y., the daughter of Paul
C. and Camilla Gneuss Kraatz, she
resided in Fanwood for the past 49
years.

After raising her family, Mrs.
Reuter had worked as the supervisor
of the Records Department for Lin-
coln Federal Savings in Westfield for
25 years before retiring in 1988.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Frederick J. Reuter, in 1995,
and by her brother, Harold C. Kraatz.

Surviving are two daughters, Bar-
bara G. Salles of Ewing and Alison C.
Reuter of Fanwood; a son, Lyle A.
Reuter of Moultonboro, N.H., and
three grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at 11
a.m. this Saturday, August 7, at the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. There will be no
visitation and interment will be private.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Center for
Hope Hospice, 176 Hussa Street, Lin-
den 07036 or to an animal rescue
group.
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Carol Harbaugh Murphy, 47, of
Annandale died on Monday, August
2, at her home.

Born in Springfield, Ill., she grew
up in Arlington Heights, Ill. and
Westfield, attending Franklin Gram-
mar and Roosevelt Junior High
Schools. A 1975 graduate of Westfield
High School, she attended West Vir-
ginia Wesleyan University and re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science in Nurs-
ing degree from Fairleigh Dickinson
University.

At the time of her death, she was
employed as a nurse by the Hunterdon
Medical Center.

Surviving are her husband of 25
years, David Paul Murphy, and two
sons, Brian Patrick and Kevin Paul

Murphy of Annandale. Also surviv-
ing are her parents, Paul J. and
Marlene M. Harbaugh of
Mountainside, and her seven siblings,
Gregory A. Harbaugh of Raleigh,
N.C., Mary H. Kiningham of Little
Silver, Mark D. and Paul M. Harbaugh
of Westfield, Ann T. Lauria of
Poughquag, N.Y., Patricia M. Horner
of Bailey, N.C. and Kathleen M. But-
ler of Wake Forest, N.C. She was also
a much loved aunt to 23 nieces and
nephews.

Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and 6
to 8 p.m. today, Thursday, August 5,
at the Martin Funeral Home on Route
31 North in Clinton.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated at 10 a.m. tomorrow, Fri-
day, August 6, at the Immaculate
Conception Roman Catholic Church
in Clinton.

Memorial donations may be made
to the American Cancer Society, 507
Westminster Avenue, Elizabeth, N.J.
07208.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

BOND ORDINANCE STATEMENT AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, has been finally
adopted by the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, in the County of
Union, State of New Jersey on August 3, 2004 and the 20-day period of limitation within
which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the validity of such ordinance can be
commenced, as provided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to run from the date of the
first publication of this statement.  Copies of the full ordinance are available at no cost and
during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for members of the general public who
request the same.  The summary of the terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF NEW
ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY AND
NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS
AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $1,750,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF,
TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF
THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

The purposes, appropriations and bonds/notes authorized in this multipurpose
bond ordinance are as follows:

SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS

A.  Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new
automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment, for the use of the
Department of Public Property - Public Works consisting of a hopper spreader, loader/
backhoes, a roll-off truck with containers, tandem dump trucks with plows, a calcium
chloride dispensing system, a grounds master, a loader, trailers, a street sweeper, a leaf
collection machine, chippers, a paving machine, a pick-up truck, an air compressor, a 4-
wheel drive vehicle, a roller and a tractor.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $1,319,000
Down Payment Appropriated $   63,000
Bonds and Notes Authorized $1,256,000
Period of Usefulness 5 years

B.  Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new
automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment, for recreation and park
purposes consisting of a mason dump truck with trailer, grounds masters, blowers, sand
pros, 4-wheel drive vehicles, decks and trailers.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  224,000
Down Payment Appropriated $   11,100
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  212,900
Period of Usefulness 5 years

C.  Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for use at
Scotch Hills Country Club consisting of grounds masters, a blower, a fairway mower, a
sod cutter, greens mowers, a tractor, a diesel truckster, and a greens aerator.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  207,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    9,900
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  197,100
Period of Usefulness 15 years

———————————————————————————

Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost $1,750,000
Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated $   84,000
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes Authorized $1,666,000

Grants (if any) Appropriated: -0-
Section 20 Costs: $27,000
Useful Life: 6.18 years

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

Township of Scotch Plains
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 8/5/04, The Times Fee: $113.73

DEATH NOTICE
Vearl P. Mathis, 81

Vearl P. Mathis, 81, of Beach Ha-
ven and Jupiter, Fla. died on Friday,
July 9, at her home in Jupiter.

She resided in Westfield for 30
years, raising her family and taking
care of her husband, H. Kenneth
Mathis, who was Executive Vice
President of Lincoln Federal Savings
in Westfield.

Vearl served as a WAVE in the U.S.
Navy during World War II, and was a
50-year member of the Order of the
Eastern Star. She loved to fish and
crab on her boat “The Three Angels,”
then cook the catch for her family and
friends.

Surviving are her husband of 57
years, Ken Mathis; a sister, Betty
Corlis of Cedar Run; three daughters,
Sandra Tarpinian of Falls Church,
Va., Vearl Harrington of Barnegat and
Charlene Liddy of Jupiter, Fla., and
five grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
2 p.m. on Sunday, August 8, at the
Wright Memorial Presbyterian
Church, Route 9 in Barnegat.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to either Alli-
ance for a Living Ocean, 2007 Long
Beach Boulevard, North Beach Ha-
ven, N.J. 08008, or Hospice of Palm
Beach County, 5300 East Avenue,
West Palm Beach, Fla. 33407.
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Robert W. Flohr, 83
Robert William Flohr, 83, of

Garwood died on Saturday, July 31,
at the Westfield Center-Genesis
ElderCare in Westfield.

Born in The Bronx, N.Y., he moved
to Westfield in his youth and to
Garwood in 1965.

Prior to retiring, Mr. Flohr had been
employed for over 40 years as a ship-
ping clerk by the Diamond Expan-
sion Bolt Company in Garwood.

He was a member of the Garwood
Presbyterian Church.

Surviving are a cousin, Walter J.
Sullivan of Hampton, Va., and his
very close caretakers, Mr. and Mrs.
Dennis Downs of Clark.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, August 7, at the
Garwood Presbyterian Church.

Arrangements are by the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

August 5, 2004

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regu-
lar meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, Aug. 3, 2004 the following ordinances
entitled:

AN ORDINANCE TO COR-
RECT ORDINANCE NO. 41-
03, TO CORRECTLY VACATE
CERTAIN STREETS KNOWN
AS WAVERLY PLACE, LIB-
ERTY STREET, BROADWAY
AND PORTIONS OF ROLL-
ING PEAKS WAY AT WHAT
IS CURRENTLY KNOWN AS
THE BROADWAY TRACT
AND IN CONFORMANCE
WITH THE APPROVALS OF
THE SCOTCH PLAINS PLAN-
NING BOARD

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE
A PORTION OF KING STREET
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, COUNTY
OF UNION, AND STATE OF
NEW JERSEY, AND TO RE-
LEASE AND EXTINGUISH
THE PUBLIC RIGHTS
THERETO

were adopted on second and final read-
ing.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 8/5/04, The Times Fee: $31.11

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: STELLA G. SONDERGAARD,
Deceased

Pursuant to the order of James S.
LaCorte, Surrogate of the County of Union,
made on the 30TH day of JULY, A.D.
2004, upon the application of the under-
signed, as EXECUTOR of the estate of
said deceased, notice is hereby given to
the creditors of said deceased to exhibit to
the subscriber under oath or affirmation
their claims and demands against the es-
tate of said deceased within six months
from the date of said order.

ELAINE B. CRISTIANI
EXECUTOR

ATTORNEY
NICHOLS, THOMSON, PEEK &
PHELAN
210 ORCHARD STREET
P.O. BOX 2038
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07091
1 T - 8/5/04, The Leader Fee: $20.40

Prayer to
The Holy Spirit

Holy Spirit – You who
solve all problems, you who
light all roads so that I may
obtain my goals, you who
give me the divine gifts to for-
give and forget all the evils
against me and that in all in-
stances of my life you are
with me. I want in this short
prayer to thank you once
again for all things and to
confirm once again that I
never want to be separated
from you even and in spite of
material illusions I wish to be
with you in eternal glory.
Thank you for your mercy to
me and mine. Must be said for
three days, your request will
be granted even if it appears
difficult. This prayer must be
published immediately after
favor is granted without men-
tioning the favor. The initials
should appear at the bottom.
Thank You Holy Spirit – B.A.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, August 5, 2004 Page 17

POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

INSPIRING PHOTOGRAPHY…An exhibition of photographs by Summit resi-INSPIRING PHOTOGRAPHY…An exhibition of photographs by Summit resi-INSPIRING PHOTOGRAPHY…An exhibition of photographs by Summit resi-INSPIRING PHOTOGRAPHY…An exhibition of photographs by Summit resi-INSPIRING PHOTOGRAPHY…An exhibition of photographs by Summit resi-
dent Sue Zwick will be displayed in the Pearl Street Gallery in Elizabeth from Friday,dent Sue Zwick will be displayed in the Pearl Street Gallery in Elizabeth from Friday,dent Sue Zwick will be displayed in the Pearl Street Gallery in Elizabeth from Friday,dent Sue Zwick will be displayed in the Pearl Street Gallery in Elizabeth from Friday,dent Sue Zwick will be displayed in the Pearl Street Gallery in Elizabeth from Friday,
September 17, Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. A graduate of WheelockSeptember 17, Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. A graduate of WheelockSeptember 17, Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. A graduate of WheelockSeptember 17, Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. A graduate of WheelockSeptember 17, Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. A graduate of Wheelock
College in Boston, she studied photography at Drew University and privately withCollege in Boston, she studied photography at Drew University and privately withCollege in Boston, she studied photography at Drew University and privately withCollege in Boston, she studied photography at Drew University and privately withCollege in Boston, she studied photography at Drew University and privately with
Nancy Ori of Berkeley Heights. Zwick said her photography features compositionsNancy Ori of Berkeley Heights. Zwick said her photography features compositionsNancy Ori of Berkeley Heights. Zwick said her photography features compositionsNancy Ori of Berkeley Heights. Zwick said her photography features compositionsNancy Ori of Berkeley Heights. Zwick said her photography features compositions
“in terms of forms that are abstract both sculpturally and geometrically, as well as“in terms of forms that are abstract both sculpturally and geometrically, as well as“in terms of forms that are abstract both sculpturally and geometrically, as well as“in terms of forms that are abstract both sculpturally and geometrically, as well as“in terms of forms that are abstract both sculpturally and geometrically, as well as
with respect to light, shadow, texture and patterns.” Pictured, above, is Zwick’swith respect to light, shadow, texture and patterns.” Pictured, above, is Zwick’swith respect to light, shadow, texture and patterns.” Pictured, above, is Zwick’swith respect to light, shadow, texture and patterns.” Pictured, above, is Zwick’swith respect to light, shadow, texture and patterns.” Pictured, above, is Zwick’s
piece, “La Grande Arche I.”piece, “La Grande Arche I.”piece, “La Grande Arche I.”piece, “La Grande Arche I.”piece, “La Grande Arche I.”

Catwoman: Catwoman: Catwoman: Catwoman: Catwoman: MMMMMorororororeeeee
BoBoBoBoBow w w w w WWWWWooooow w w w w Than MThan MThan MThan MThan Meoeoeoeoeowwwww

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 POPCORN

Following a viewing of Catwoman,
you scratch your head in disbelief. Yes,
it’s pathetic. But for some reason or
another, you just can’t leave it at that.
Maybe it’s our nature to put things to
good use…even a lousy movie. So, the
optimist in you suspects this isn’t sim-
ply a bad film. It couldn’t be. There has
to be more to it.

The film’s French director, Pitof, re-
ally has little to work with here. In
venturing their very own origination
tale of comic/cartoon legend Bob Kane’s
female counterpoint to Batman, a
gaggle of screenwriters give credence to
the adage that a camel is really a horse
designed by committee.

Following that thought, it appears
that Halle Berry in the title role is
unable to do anything of interest
with the rather curious nag they dump
on her doorstep. While apologists for
the ill-starred Catwoman might opine
that at least there’s Berry’s leather
clad dominatrix to ogle at, it should
occur that the ticket price spent in-
stead on flowers for a real-life signifi-
cant other might be a much better
bet.

Other cast members, saddled with
similarly uninventive roles, do little to
ameliorate the disaster. This includes
Sharon Stone, typecast as your typical
corporate dragon lady. In this scenario,
she’s Laurel Hedare, who, with her
foppish husband (Lambert Wilson),
heads Hedare Industries. They manu-
facture cosmetics. More specifically,
they make a miraculous face cream that
is not only addictive, but also toxic.
Stop using it and your marble smooth
visage begins to crumble. Now, that’s
marketing.

However, assuming that we’re not
shareholders in Hedare, the discov-
ery is nothing less than shocking.
Which then leads to our mutual out-
cry: Who will expose them for what
they are?

Of course, considering the title, we’ve
an inkling who’ll be taking on this
challenge, and hence occupying the
screen with all manner of computer-
enhanced derring-do for the next hour
or so. But while an adventure yarn, our
story might also be a cautionary one for
human resource wonks.

It all has to do with how Berry’s
Patience Phillips, mealy-mouthed
graphic artist at Hedare, becomes
Catwoman...after she’s killed, that is.
Oh, there’s a whole bunch of mumbo-
jumbo about various catwomen dating
back to ancient Egypt. Ironically
enough, about the only convincing
acting performance is contributed by
Frances Conroy as Ophelia, a cat lady
as opposed to a catwoman, who’s hip to
all the lore.

But getting back to the plot, if Pa-

tience hadn’t been treated so cavalierly
by her boss, maybe she wouldn’t have
chosen Hedare’s comeuppance as her
first mission. So, corporate personnel
execs seeing this as a heads up might
want to either fatten their compensa-
tion package or add the following ques-
tion to the employment application:
Do you think there’s any chance that
you will become Catwoman?

But the plain fact of it all is far less
glamorous. While tossing around a
few sophomoric notions about van-
ity, as a feminist tome Catwoman is
sadly late to the party. Halfhearted
and embarrassedly condescending,
the fantasy shows how a virtually
ineffectual and unexciting cog in the
maelstrom of inner-city anonymity,
through no real effort of her own,
becomes not only valid, but famous.
And, she has the chutzpah to be sassy
about it, too.

So of course she’s seductive. Witness
Benjamin Bratt as detective Tom Lone,
head over heels, literally and figura-
tively, for our gal. For one, he puts up
with her mood swings. But what really
makes him the romantic icon is that he
doesn’t tuck tail and run when he sus-
pects he’s fallen for a major defender of
civilization, secret identity and all.
That’s responsibility.

Problem is, just as the action scenes
are too obviously composed of stop-
action stunt work and computerized
razzmatazz, so too is the love angle
patently bogus. Actually, it’s even a
little icky.

Pitof, a purported computer wiz,
can hardly move the simple story along,
let alone proffer a philosophical con-
cept. So his uncomfortable attempt to
achieve some sort of dark epiphany
about the je ne sais quoi of superhero
duality as an aphrodisiac is downright
embarrassing.

Still, in addressing this review’s re-
curring quandary, I’m going to do it
again. On this showbiz level, when a
film can expect to open on no less than
2,000 screens nationwide, a dull script,
drab direction and bad acting are usu-
ally just symptoms of a much more
profound deficiency.

If all it took to make great art were
money, our homes would be lined
with modern works as good as any
Picasso or Rembrandt. Okay, so some
people would still have those black
velvet pictures of tigers and the
Kennedys. The point is, if Catwoman
originally had an impetus, way back
when the project was just a kitten,
then it got lost in the process.

* * * * * * *
CatwomanCatwomanCatwomanCatwomanCatwoman, rated PG-13, is a Warner

Bros. Pictures release directed by Pitof
and stars Halle Berry, Sharon Stone
and Frances Conroy. Running time:
91 minutes.
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ELIZELIZELIZELIZELIZABETH ABETH ABETH ABETH ABETH – Three giant

1,500-square-foot art murals by
Columbian artist Jorge Posada
will be unveiled today, Thursday,
August 5, at noon at the newly
restored Ritz Theatre in Eliza-
beth, 1100 East Jersey Street.

The murals entitled, “A Vision
of Paradise,” are a collection of
13-foot by 65-foot colorful
acrylic Renaissance-style paint-
ings depicting art, literature,
music and theater merging to
benefit the world and it’s many
cultures.

Angels, goddesses and a “mys-
tery” figure are among the dra-
matic images that come alive in
hues of muted earth tones on the
canvases.

Ritz Theatre owner and Eliza-
beth resident George Castro, 2nd
will host the preview of this art-
work, which was created to adorn
the 139-year-old theatre’s
proscenium.

Complementing the new mu-
rals are the Ritz Theatre’s ceiling
moldings covered in gold leaf,
marble wainscoting in the
“double lobby” designed to re-
semble an Italian Renaissance-
style temple and oriental side
balconies.

Castro purchased the theater a
decade ago and has been work-
ing toward restoring the facility
to its original beauty to become a
keystone of the remodeled down-
town Elizabeth.
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is cur-
rently sponsoring the 2004 Teen Arts
Touring Exhibition through Tues-
day, August 24, at the Roselle Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 210
Chestnut Street.

The exhibition consists of 60 pieces
of art selected from over 600 visual
artworks shown at the 2004 Union
County Teen Arts Festival, which
was held in March at Union County
College.

This traveling display includes art-
work by Westfield High School stu-
dent Allison Tiedrich and John
Thomson, a student at Beadleston
High School in Westfield.

Scotch Plains artists include
Quadir Whitehurst of Centennial
High School, Jorge De Jesus of
Hillcrest Academy and George Bucci
of the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools.

Mountainside resident and
Deerfield School pupil Christina
Pindar is also featured in the travel-
ing exhibition.

Berkeley Heights artists include
Lindsay Rica of Columbia Middle
School and Governor Livingston

High School students Rebecca
Schaal, Arda Hotz, Tess Perrin, Kika
Turnier and Laura Calabrese.

“Through participating in pro-
grams like Teen Arts, students gain
valuable skills that contribute to the
communities they will work and grow
in,” said Freeholder Mary Ruotolo,
Liaison to the Union County Cul-
tural and Heritage Programs Advi-
sory Board.

“We are delighted to recognize the
talents of these young artists and
display their work so the community
can enjoy it,” she added.

“We applaud all of the supporters
of the Teen Arts Program because
arts education is influential in the
lives of the students and the commu-
nity as well. The popularity of the
exhibit sends a positive message to
our young artists and encourages
them to follow their creative
strengths,” concluded Freeholder
Ruotolo.

For more information about the
Teen Arts program, please contact
the Union County Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth 07202, (908) 558-
2550. Relay users should call 7-1-1.

Local StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal Stars
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – Sandy
Swanson, owner of Lil-
ies of the Field, a wear-
able art designer in
Scotch Plains, will fea-
ture her wares at the
Newport Arts Festival
in Newport, R.I. on
Saturday and Sunday,
August 28 and 29.

Swanson began her
company in 1998. She
designs and individu-
ally sews a line of
women’s jackets, robes
and dusters, using vel-
vets, tapestries, silks, laces and other
embellishments.

According to Swanson’s website,
http://www.liliesbysandy.org, each
piece is cut separately and adorned

using fringe, beads and ribbons. Mate-
rials from around the
world are applied to the
limited edition and one-
of-a-kind garments.

Swanson will also
bring her designs to an
art show in Pittsburgh
from Friday to Sunday,
August 13 to 15, from
noon to 9:30 p.m. and at
the Pocono State Fair on
Saturday and Sunday,
August 21 and 22, at
Shawnee-on-the-Dela-
ware, Pa. from 10 a.m. to

6 p.m.
For more information on the New-

port Arts Festival, please visit
www.newportartsfestival.com or call
(401) 841-0707.

OOOOOpen Casting for MTV Spen Casting for MTV Spen Casting for MTV Spen Casting for MTV Spen Casting for MTV Shohohohohowwwww,,,,,
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINS AINS AINS AINS AINS – Casting

for an MTV series entitled “MADE,”
a documentary-style show that fol-
lows teenagers with challenging life
goals will be coming to the Scotch
Plains Public Library on Thursday,
August 12, from 1 to 4 p.m.

The show provides teenagers with
professional trainers, coaches or men-
tors to help them attain their goal,
and documents them in the process.

Since the series began airing in
January of 2003, it has received
praise from parents, teachers and
children as some of the most posi-
tive and uplifting programming on
MTV.

Past episodes have profiled candi-
dates who sought to become “skater
chicks,” hip-hop dancers, movie stars,
cheerleaders, to find prom dates and

to be crowned special titles and hold
special offices at their schools.

The open call casting is for the
next season. Applicants must be be-
tween 15 and 21 years of age and
complete a simple application that
describes the individual’s goal and
what it will take to achieve it.

Applications are currently avail-
able at the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary and Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of town. Fanwood Memorial Library
is located at the intersection of North
Avenue and Tillotson Road.

For more information or further
directions, please call (908) 322-
5007.
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MURRAMURRAMURRAMURRAMURRAY HILLY HILLY HILLY HILLY HILL – The Suburban

Community Music Center (SCMC) in
New Providence will begin its 20th year of
offering classes to develop young children’s
musical abilities.

Classes, which will kick-off on Sunday,
September 12, are for a parent or caregiver
and child, ages 3 months through 3 years,
meeting for 30 minutes weekly. For chil-
dren ages 3 to 7, classes last about one hour
and parents join the child for the last 15
minutes each week.

“Baby’s Musical World” class for ages 3
to 16 months teaches parents how to play
musically with their baby, while “Music for
Toddlers” teaches children ages 16 months
to 3 years and their parents how to bond
musically by singing, chanting, moving,

listening and playing simple instruments.
“Cycle of Season” for ages 3 to 4 ½ years

old provides experiences aimed primarily
at instilling love of music, while “Music
Makers for ages 4 ½ to 6 years old is a
sequential two-year program that nurtures
the total development of the child.

In addition to SCMC’s offerings for
young children is the “Introduction to the
Instruments Workshop” for ages 5 to 7. A
hands-on exploration of musical instru-
ments, this class was introduced for the first
time this spring and is ideal for the student
who is ready to consider which instrument
he/she would like to study.

For more information about these pro-
grams, please call SCMC at (908) 790-
0700.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – The final

four performances in the Summer
Concert Series at Alan Augustine Vil-
lage Green in Scotch Plains will be held
on Thursdays, August 5, 12, 19 and
26.

Dean the Magician will open at 7
p.m. for Captain Hawker on August 5.
Oldies and classic rock will be per-
formed by Hawker beginning at 8 p.m.

On August 12, “Arlene – Celebrate
with Music” will be held at 7 p.m.
before Brother John Brown performs

60s/70s classic rock at 8 p.m.
“Mark Dolsen – Wings of Magic”

will begin at 7 p.m. on August 19,
followed by performances of soul, R&B,
funk and dance by Philadelphia Funk
at 8 p.m.

The final concert on August 26 will
open with “Great Scott, It’s Magic” at
7 p.m. The Characters will perform
60s and 70s hits at 8 p.m.

The Alan Augustine Village Green is
located at 430 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains near the Municipal Building.
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UNION UNION UNION UNION UNION — Kean University’s 2004-
2005 Performing Arts Series has an-
nounced this year’s lineup of acclaimed
music groups.

Performers such as Sweet Honey in
the Rock and modern dance leaders
like The Parsons Dance Company are
scheduled, as well as Broadway stars
such as Jekyll & Hyde original cast
member Linda Eder and Tony Award-
winner Melba Moore, as well as educa-
tional and popular children’s program-
ming.

The Kean University Performing Arts
Series is listed as follows:

• Sunday, September 12, at 7:30
p.m. – Linda Eder, tickets are $35;

• Thursday, September 16 to Satur-
day, September 18, at 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday, September 19, at 3 p.m. – The
Rocky Horror Show, tickets are $25;

• Monday, October 4, at 8 p.m. –
Latin rhythms with Alma Latina, tick-
ets are $10;

• Friday, October 8, at 7:30 p.m. –
Shawn McConneloug and her Orches-
tra in “Stand On Your Man,” tickets
are $25;

• Sunday, October 10, at 7:30 p.m.
– Daphne Rubin-Vega and Adam Pas-
cal in concert, tickets are $35’

• Friday, October 15, at 7 p.m. – The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer, tickets are
$15;

• Saturday, October 16, at 8 p.m. –
The New Jersey Ballet’s Evening of
Contemporary Ballet, tickets are $25;

• Sunday, October 17, at 2 p.m. –
The New Jersey Ballet presents Hansel
& Gretel, tickets are $10;

• Wednesday, October 20, at 7:30
p.m. – “Creature From the Black La-
goon with The Jazz Passengers,” tickets
are $15;

• Thursday, October 21, to Satur-
day, October 23, at 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday, October 24, at 3 p.m. – Acci-
dental Death of an Anarchist, tickets
are $25;

• Wednesday, October 27, at 7:30
p.m. – singer Chava Albertson, tickets
are $25;

• Thursday, October 28, at 7:30
p.m. – Melba Moore, tickets are $25;

• Saturday, November 20, at 7:30
p.m. – Tango Tonight! The Musical,
tickets are $25;

• Monday, November 22, at 8 p.m.
– Jazz Journey, tickets are $10;

• Friday, December 3, at 7 p.m. –
Very Eric Carle, tickets are $15;

• Wednesday, December 8, at 7:30
p.m. – “The Chanukkah Story featur-
ing The Western Wind and narrator
Tovah Feldshuh, tickets are $25;

• Friday, December 10, at 7:30 p.m.
– Voice of the Dragon, an Asian cross-

genre performance, tickets are $25;
• Saturday, December 11, at 7:30

p.m. – the bilingual holiday program
“Noche Buena 2004, tickets are $25;

• Friday, December 17, at 7 p.m. –
the holiday season operetta Babes in
Toyland, tickets are $20;

• Saturday, December 18, at 7:30
p.m. “A Celtic Christmas,” tickets are
$25;

Scheduled performances for 2005
may be viewed at www.kean.edu.

Series tickets ranging from $32 to
$92 are currently on sale, as well as
single tickets with fees from $10 to
$35. Seat locations for single tickets
will be assigned in late August.

For more information, please call
(908) 737-SHOW (7469).
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Young Artists’ Cooperative Theatre,
Inc.’s acclaimed performance of Cole
Porter’s Anything Goes has moved
from the Victoria Theater at the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center in
Newark to the Algonquin Arts The-
ater in Manasquan.

Performances are scheduled for this
evening, Thursday, August 5, at 8
p.m., Friday, August 6, at 8 p.m.,

Saturday, August 7, at 8 p.m. and
˚Sunday, August 8, at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $25 for general admis-
sion, $23 for senior citizens and chil-
dren 13 and younger will be admit-
ted for $13.

The Algonquin Arts Theater is
located at 60 Abe Voorhees Drive in
Manasquan. For directions, reserva-
tions and more information, please
call (732) 528-3075.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Zal Spialter, 16, of

Westfield has followed in the footsteps
of actors Natalie Portman, Robert
Downey, Jr., Mary Stuart Masterson
and Jon Cryer by attending Stagedoor
Manor this year, a theater camp in the
Catskills.

In each of the summer’s three ses-

sions, the youngsters aged 8 to 17
spend three weeks rehearsing 11 shows,
which are later performed for the pub-
lic at one of Stagedoor’s seven theaters.

Zal, who appeared in Stagedoor’s
prodcution of Sweeney Todd, starred
as Augustin Magaldi in Westfield High
School’s spring production, Evita.
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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD – Donations from

the Springfield Lions Club, the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation and
the Union County College (UCC)
Foundation have enabled The The-
ater Project (TTP) to schedule perfor-
mances of Betty’s Summer Vacation
for the sight and hearing impaired.

The Saturday, August 7, perfor-
mance at 8 p.m. will be open-cap-
tioned to allow hearing-impaired pa-
trons to read the dialogue while view-
ing the action.

An audio-described performance
will be held on Saturday, August 15,
at 8 p.m. Sight-impaired patrons
will be provided with headsets, and
while they hear actors perform they
will listen to a narrator in the wings
describe the physical action of the
play.

Both performances will be held at
UCC’s Roy Smith Theater, 1033
Springfield Avenue in Cranford. Audi-
ences are invited to meet the actors
following each performance.

Tickets are $18 on Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays or $10 on Thursdays
for general admission. Students will be
admitted into all performances for $10.
“Senior Sunday,” August 8, will offer
senior citizens a $10 ticket price.

For reservations, please call the TTP
Box Office at (908) 659-5189.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

O’Donnell
tion skills with her love of music by her
participation in the Westfield Commu-
nity Band, where she plays the flute and
baritone horn. A 22-year member of the
band, O’Donnell is the current Vice
President and Publicity Chairperson of
the organization.

“Becoming involved in the band and
television station has enabled me to
take subjects that I’m passionate about
and share my knowledge by giving
back to the community I grew up in,”
O’Donnell said.
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JoBonanno & The Godsons of SoulJoBonanno & The Godsons of SoulJoBonanno & The Godsons of SoulJoBonanno & The Godsons of SoulJoBonanno & The Godsons of Soul

MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE – Union
County’s free Summer Arts Festival
concert series continues on Wednes-
day, August 18, with performances by
two high-energy rock-and-soul bands:
JoBonanno & The Godsons of Soul,
and Captain Hawker & The All Stars.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders invites the public to
attend this outdoor concert, which is
sponsored by Verizon. The music be-
gins at 7:30 p.m. in Echo Lake Park, on
the border of Mountainside and
Westfield.

“JoBonanno & The Godsons of Soul
are Union County natives who ener-
gize audiences with their classic Jersey
Shore style of rock and soul music,”
said Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada.

“Captain Hawker & The All Stars
have a flair for oldies and choreography
that they blend into a spectacular, in-
novative show,” he added.

All Summer Arts Festival concerts
are held on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. at
the Springfield Avenue end of Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside. Lawn
chairs, blankets and picnic baskets are
encouraged. A refreshment stand will
be available at approximately 6:30 p.m.

In case of rain, concerts in the series
move to Cranford High School, on
West End Place off Springfield Avenue
in Cranford.

For up-to-date concert and rain in-
formation call the Department of Parks
and Recreation 24-hour hotline at (908)
352-8410 after 3 p.m. on the day of the
concert.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Growing old with
grace and humor is the focus of a book

of poetry writ-
ten by
We s t f i e l d e r
Don Weill.

E n t i t l e d
“The Older I
G e t … L i g h t
Verse From a
Senior  Per -
spective,” the
book offers a
r e f r e s h i n g
p e r s p e c t i v e
on the mile-

stones of aging, and on living life
to the fullest.

“I’ve been a poet all my life,”
Weill told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. As a child, he composed
verse with his father, Wilford, a
short story writer, novelist and
poet.

“My father introduced me to the
joys of writing, especially humor-
ous verse,” Weill continued.

At Syracuse University, where he
studied political science, liberal arts
and journalism, Weill served as edi-
tor of The Daily Orange and was
named class poet laureate.

Following two years in the Army
during the Korean War, Weill be-
gan his writing career as a reporter
for the Long Island Journal. He
later owned a small Somerville-
based,  dai ly  newspaper,  The
Somerset Star.

A career change to the real estate
industry in 1957 did not stop Weill
from writing. His poetry was pub-
lished in the Saturday Evening Post,
The New York Times and The Wall
Street Journal, among other publi-

Eileen O’DonnellEileen O’DonnellEileen O’DonnellEileen O’DonnellEileen O’Donnell
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Lovers of children’s books everywhere
are mourning the loss of children’s writer
Paula Danziger, who passed away on
July 8 in New York City from complica-
tions of a heart attack suffered in early
June. She was 59 years old.

Danziger penned over 30 books for
children and is perhaps
best known for her first
book, “The Cat Ate My
Gym Suit” and the “Am-
ber Brown” series, which
addresses separation and
divorce from a child’s
point of view.

Although Danziger
was born in Washington
D.C., she was raised in
Metuchen and gradu-
ated from Montclair
State College with bach-
elors and masters degrees
in education.

She told her young readers that she
wanted to be a writer since she was in
second grade. Instead, she became a
teacher and didn’t pursue
her dream of writing until
she was involved in two car
accidents in two days in
the late 1960s.

Unable to continue
teaching, Danziger began
writing “The Cat Ate My
Gym Suit” as part of her
recovery. She claimed the
story’s main character,
Marcy Lewis, an overweight
pre-teenager, was based in
part upon herself. “The Cat
Ate My Gym Suit” was
published in 1974 and re-
mains in print today.

In addition to her own childhood,
Danziger called upon her junior high
school teaching experiences while
writing her books. “The Pistachio
Prescription,” “Can You Sue Your
Parents for Malpractice?” and “The
Divorce Express,” written for a gen-
eration at or approaching middle age,

are now popular with the children of
those first readers.

“Amber Brown Is Not A Crayon,”
the first book in the “Amber Brown”
series, was written in 1973 for her
niece Carrie Danziger, who was fac-
ing the same life experiences as Am-
ber. It was followed by other “Amber

Brown” books, includ-
ing “Amber Brown is
Feeling Blue,” “Forever,
Amber Brown” and
“Amber Brown Wants
Extra Credit,” among
others.

Danziger had no chil-
dren of her own. She
made her home in New
York City, but was often
on the road, visiting
schools and talking to
children about her
books. She was also a
frequent traveler to En-

gland, where she hosted “Alive and
Kicking,” a television show focused
on children’s writers.

Danziger’s books, published in 53
countries and 14 lan-
guages, won many
awards, including a
Parent’s Choice Award,
an International Read-
ing Association-
Children’s Book Coun-
cil Award, an Interna-
tional Reading Associa-
tion-Children’s Book
Council Children’s
Choice Award and a
California Young Reader
Medal nomination.

In recent years,
Danziger had collabo-
rated with Anne M.

Martin, author of “The Babysitter’s
Club” books on “P.S., Longer Letter
Later” and “Snail Mail No More.”

Danziger is gone and will be missed
but she will never be forgotten. As long
as young readers are enjoying her books,
her memory will never die. Goodbye
Paula. We will surely miss you.

Who? Who? Who? Who? Who? What?What?What?What?What?
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By DON WEILLBy DON WEILLBy DON WEILLBy DON WEILLBy DON WEILL
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cations.
His first book of poetry, “The

Reluctant Investor and Other
Light Verse” was published in
1977. His poetry about real estate
has appeared in Realty, a real es-
tate publication, over the last 15
years.

The poems in “The Older I
Get…” were written over a span of
40 years, so their perspective is
wide-reaching and all encompass-
ing. Most were written from the
age of 60 on. Each poem is a re-
freshing combination of humor and
sensitivity and an inspiration and

pleasure to read, no matter what your
age.

“I am eminently well-qualified to
write this book,” said Weill, who is
74 years old.

In an ironic twist, he has not
always received fair credit for his
work. One of the poems in “The
Older I Get…” entitled “The Re-
luctant Investor,” has been printed
worldwide, most often attributed
to “Anonymous” or “Author Un-
known.”

With the publication of “The Older
I Get…” Weill is hoping to become
even more prolific.

“You can’t wait for inspiration
when you are writing poetry,” he
explained. “You just have to sit down
and do it. And if you do have ideas,
you can’t let them gather too much
dust.”

Weill is currently reworking an
additional 20 poems, which he hopes
to also get into print soon. In be-
tween his writing, Weill and his wife,
Elaine, spend long weekends on
Long Beach Island, and winters in
Florida.

“The Older I Get…Light Verse
from a Senior Perspective” is avail-
able at www.authorhouse.com.

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 2004 Summer Concert Series
in Berkeley Heights will present
SSSSSound Iound Iound Iound Iound Invnvnvnvnvestmentestmentestmentestmentestment on Wednesday,
August 11, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. in
Memorial Park. This band will take
you back to the 40s, 50s and 60s with
their blend of rock, swing, love songs
and a little disco. Admission is free.
The park is located at the intersec-
tion of Park and Plainfield Avenues.

* * * * * * *
The The The The The WWWWWisner Hisner Hisner Hisner Hisner House at the Rouse at the Rouse at the Rouse at the Rouse at the Reeveeveeveeveeves-es-es-es-es-

RRRRReed Arboreed Arboreed Arboreed Arboreed Arboretumetumetumetumetum is hosting an ex-
hibit of the works of reverse glass
painter Agnieszka Solawa. You can
see a modern interpretation of this
vintage technique through Thurs-
day, September 9. Admission is free,
and the hours are from Monday to
Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. There will be

a reception on Saturday, August 7,
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 273-8787.

* * * * * * *
The Foreign Film summer series

continues at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, with the South Korean
film, TTTTTake Carake Carake Carake Carake Care of Me of Me of Me of Me of My Caty Caty Caty Caty Cat, on Mon-
day, August 9, at 1:30 and 7 p.m.
Admission is free. The story is about
the life of teenage girls after high school,
but its focus is on the cat, which could
probably use a stable home.

* * * * * * *
The Mayor’s Concert Series in

Rahway will feature The BThe BThe BThe BThe Belmontselmontselmontselmontselmonts
this evening, Thursday, August 5, at
7:30 p.m. on the corner of West
Main and Irving Streets, behind the
Union County Arts Center. And it’s
free.

* * * * * * *
Betty expected a relaxing

beachside summer, but she shares a
house with some offbeat roomies.
BBBBBettyettyettyettyetty’’’’’s Ss Ss Ss Ss Summer ummer ummer ummer ummer VVVVVacationacationacationacationacation will be
performed at Union County Col-
lege from Thursday, August 5, to
Sunday, August 22. Tickets are $10.
Call (908) 659-5189.

“Thinker” by Agnieszka Solawa“Thinker” by Agnieszka Solawa“Thinker” by Agnieszka Solawa“Thinker” by Agnieszka Solawa“Thinker” by Agnieszka Solawa
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Franco
Antonetti, who was born in Italy in
1944, proudly calls himself an Ameri-
can-Italian.

Unlike the popular politically cor-
rect classification, Italian-American,
Antonetti, a Westfield resident,
chooses the former
phrase because he
feels it fits him much
better.

Deeply proud of
his Italian roots,
Antonetti is also a
proud and devoted
American. He is, in-
deed, the epitome of
someone who has
lived the American
Dream.

His memoir, “I
Wouldn’t Die,” be-
gins as a tale of a
young boy in war-
torn Italy. True to
the title, young
Franco had so many
brushes with the
grim reaper (including being dropped
on his head and buried alive) that it
borders on comical. However, while
reading the witty and often poignant
words of Antonetti, the reader real-

izes that little Franco has been blessed.
Industrious from childhood, he

was a child he learned the value of
hard work at a painfully early age.
Smart and physically strong, the
young boy held down countless jobs
in order to provide for his family.
But this is not a depressing story. It
is a tale of hope and miracles and
the power of love.

With sausages stuffed into his pant
legs, Antonetti arrived at Ellis Island
in 1954. He lived with his family in
Berkeley Heights and attended Co-
lumbia Elementary School. Learning
English was difficult for him, but the
young man persevered and later rose
to extraordinary success at Mack
Trucking.

He met the love of his life, young

Bette Ann Korker, a local Fanwood
girl, while working as a shoe sales-
man at the Blue Star Shopping Cen-
ter. They married and had two chil-
dren, Buddy and Amie. Their first
home together was in Plainfield and
they bravely continued on, even dur-
ing the devastating Plainfield race
riots.

By way of Penn-
sylvania, Georgia
and California,
Antonetti, now re-
tired, resides in Ari-
zona. The
Antonetti family
suffered the tragic
loss of Bette Ann in
1984, but again,
this is an uplifting,
if not inspiring
story.

A brief second
marriage gave
Franco another son,
Adam, and now
Antonetti shares his
life with his third
wife, Teri, and their

many children and grandchildren.
He considers his life blessed.

“I Wouldn’t Die” is so well written
that you cannot put it down. By the
third page, you feel as if you are
walking side by side with little Franco,

sharing in his spectacular journey.
Not all of it is pleasant, but every
word is positive. Antonetti never once
feels sorry for himself, even during
some horrific times.

The most endearing quality of “I
Wouldn’t Die” is how humorous it
is. I laughed out loud every 10
pages or so and would go back and
reread passages just so that I could
experience them again. This is a
remarkable tale of a remarkable
man.

I stop here because I insist you
run out right now and purchase
this lovely memoir. The Union
County excerpts are wonderful, but
one does not need to live in this
area to appreciate this admirable
piece of work.

“I Wouldn’t Die” is a slice-of-life
story that deserves to be read by
many. If you cannot find it in book-
stores, please visit
www.francoantonetti.com.

Don WeillDon WeillDon WeillDon WeillDon Weill
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Eileen O’Donnell
loves music. She also loves communi-
cating with people. And for the last 22
years she has used both to enrich the
lives of the residents of Westfield.

As a volunteer and member of TV-
36 Advisory Board, where
she has served as Chair-
person and Vice Chair-
person, O’Donnell is
committed to keeping
the community of
Westfield informed
and updated. She
produces, shoots and
edits of some of the
programs aired on
TV-36.

O’Donnell is also
responsible for the
design and image of
the television station’s
“Community Calendar,”
and produces and edits
“Hello Neighbor,” a new pro-
gram on the channel.

“TV-36 has made information and
pertinent events in town such as school
closings, election coverage, parades and
festivals more accessible to the citi-
zens,” O’Donnell told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

When it comes to community ser-
vice, O’Donnell’s educational and pro-
fessional backgrounds serve her well. A
graduate of Westfield High School,

while she was attending Elizabethtown
College in Lancaster, Pa., O’Donnell
worked with an around-the-clock edu-
cational access channel maintained by
the college.

After she graduated Elizabethtown
with a degree in communications and
a minor in music, O’Donnell interned

at Channel 13’s “Great
Performances in Music”
and the New Jersey Net-
work program, “State
of the Arts.”

“T.V. is my first
love,” O’Donnell
said.

For the last 10
years O’ Donnell
has worked for
Getty Images in
New York City, a
full-service image

and film provider
involved in news and

sports media. She cur-
rently serves as the firm’s

Creative Manager and Art
Director.

“I’ve always been interested in pro-
duction, whether it was through the
theater, television or film,” O’Donnell
added. “I’ve been interested both from
the visual elements of the process as
well as the ability to touch human
emotions by the story about to be
told.”

Perhaps the finest example of
O’Donnell’s ability to touch people is
her documentary on September 11,

2001 and its affect on Westfield en-
titled “Westfield Remembers.” This
program grew out of TV-36’s coverage
of the terrorist attacks.

“I wanted to document this history
for the town,” she remembered. “Also,
those who couldn’t get out to the candle-
light vigils and other services were able
to see them on TV-36.”

O’Donnell merges her communica-

EEEEEd Pd Pd Pd Pd Palermo Balermo Balermo Balermo Balermo Big Big Big Big Big Band to Pand to Pand to Pand to Pand to Playlaylaylaylay
BBBBBlues at Flues at Flues at Flues at Flues at Frrrrree ee ee ee ee County County County County County ConcerConcerConcerConcerConcerttttt
MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE — Union

County’s free Summer Arts Festival
concert series will continue on Wednes-
day, August 11, with
a performance by the
Ed Palermo Big
Band, accompanied
by Rob Paparozzi.

The Union
County Board of
Chosen Freeholders
invites the public to
attend this outdoor
concert, which is a
tribute to legendary
blues musicians Paul
Butterfield and Mike
Bloomfield. The
music will begin at
7:30 p.m. in Echo Lake Park, on the
border of Mountainside and Westfield.

All Summer Arts Festival concerts
are held on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. at
the Springfield Avenue-end of Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside. Lawn
chairs, blankets and picnic baskets are
encouraged. A refreshment stand will
be available at approximately 6:30 p.m.

In case of rain, concerts in the series
move to Cranford High School, on
West End Place off Springfield Avenue
in Cranford.

For up-to-date concert and rain in-
formation, please call the Department
of Parks and Recreation 24-hour hotline

at (908) 352-8410 after 3 p.m. on the
day of the concert.

The final two free concerts in the
Summer Arts Festival series include:

• August 18 – JoBonanno & The
Godsons of Soul plus Captain Hawker
& The All Stars, and

• August 25 – The Party Dolls.
For other concert information, or to

learn more about recreational activi-
ties, please call the Union County De-
partment of Parks and Recreation at
(908) 527-4900.

Ed Palermo Big BandEd Palermo Big BandEd Palermo Big BandEd Palermo Big BandEd Palermo Big Band
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