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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Erratum
The business Fast Frames was

misidentified as a photo store on
the front page of the April 22
edition of The Westfield Leader, in
the article about the Downtown
Westfield Corporation. It is a cus-
tom picture frame business. We
regret the error.

Republican Candidates Question
County Freeholders on Arts Center
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By MATTHEW MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At their meeting held on April 22,
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders presented special reso-
lutions to two local organizations for
their special volunteer efforts. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s
(SPFHS) cast of Les Miserables was
recognized for their fundraising ef-
forts, while Ahrre Maros of Ahrre’s
Coffee Roastery in Westfield also
received an award for his program,
“Coffee With Conscience.”

The SPFHS cast performed Les
Miserables for two weekends this
past March and raised over $5,700
for the Interfaith Council For the
Homeless of Union County. In addi-

tion to collecting donations, the stu-
dents volunteered at soup kitchens
throughout Union County, performed
a “sneak preview” of the show at a
homeless shelter, and sang Christ-
mas carols at a holiday party for the
homeless. In making the presenta-
tion, Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
expressed his pleasure that the cast
took to heart the message presented
in the show.

“It is clear that through this show,
the performers have touched the
plight of the poor. Congratulations to
these teens for a job well done, and to
the directors who have helped shape
them into the stars of tomorrow,”
Freeholder Mirabella said.

The audience at the meeting also
received a special treat as two cast
members sang numbers from the
show. Eight year-old Jake Forrestal,
who played Gavroche, sang the amus-
ing number “Little People”, and
Jillian Gardner, Young Cosette, per-
formed a portion of “Castle on a

Cloud.”
On hand to accept the award were

Laurie Wellman, music director at
SPFHS; Tom Pedas, director of Les
Miserables; Jillian Prefach, who
played Teenage Cosette; and Tuan
Nguyen, who took on the role of
Enjolras.

“It’s just been an overwhelming
experience for us all, besides doing
the play, being a part of all these
other activities,” commented Ms.
Wellman.

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada presented Mr. Maros with
his award, recognizing his “Coffee
With Conscience” performances se-
ries, which takes place in both
Westfield and Springfield. This con-
cert series allows singers and
songwriters to perform in both com-
munities, while promoting aware-
ness for several organizations includ-
ing Community FoodBank of Hill-
side and Habitat For Humanity of

Night Parking Fees to Begin;
Meter Rules to Be Enforced

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
READY TO RUMBLE...Westfield Police Chief Bernard Tracy, left, and former heavyweight boxing contender Gerry
Cooney, geared up for the charity boxing event to benefit Centennial High School last Saturday night.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A LLAMA COMES TO WESTFIELD...Children enjoy the petting zoo at the annual Spring Fling celebration in
downtown Westfield on Sunday. The fair featured an expanded children’s area this year.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
APRIL SHOWERS...Sunday’s annual Spring Fling began in the sun, with
thousands of people coming to downtown Westfield. Rain began in the early
afternoon, essentially putting a stop to the fair.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s Westfield Town
Council meeting, Second Ward
Councilman Rafael Betancourt, Pub-
lic Safety, Transportation and Park-
ing Committee Chairman,  made rec-
ommendations for an ordinance pro-
viding for daily parking permits at
South Avenue, overnight parking
permits in the downtown, and a
change in permit lot enforcement
hours. The committee also recom-
mended the oversale of permit park-
ing, and enforcement of two-hour
meter parking regulations.

Councilman Betancourt said that
$5 daily permits would be available
for parking in the eastern portion of
the South Avenue lot. The permits
will be sold on site by the police
department, and proof of residency
will have to be shown. The police
department will determine the hours
during which the permits will be
sold.

The committee also recommended
that the hours of enforcement be
changed to 5 a.m. to noon for the
permit parking lots.

The parking lot behind Baron’s
will become an overnight parking lot
for downtown residents from 8 p.m.
to 8 a.m. Residents will be required
to purchase a $702 a year permit.
Cars parked in any other lot over-
night will be ticketed.

The council spent some time dis-
cussing the price of the permit, though
most council members felt that the
fee was acceptable, a survey of other
municipalties charges will be done.

Meter feeding regulations will be-

gin to be enforced after the passage
of this ordinance next month.

Employee parking lot 9, at the
corner of North and Central Avenues,
will be oversold at a percentage to be
determined by Parking Director Cap-
tain John Morgan. The lot is cur-
rently 5 percent oversold, with an
average of 40 empty spaces per day.

This parking lot is for employees
of downtown businesses. The coun-
cil hopes that by overselling the lot,
it will clear employees from the
streets.

In other business, Kevin Devaney,
who is working on his Eagle Scout
project, proposed to the council and
was granted permission to refurbish
the Korean War Memorial off of
North Avenue.

A six-foot-high stone monument,
featuring a cut out of the Korean
peninsula and engraved with the
names of Westfield residents who
lost their lives during the conflict,
will be placed on the site. With the
help of Craig Stock, oriental and
Korean-style plantings will be put in
and the stairs will be refurbished.

Kevin hopes that the project will
be done by the end of the summer.
Volunteers are welcome to help out
on weekends when work is in
progress.

During the open portion of the
meeting, residents Sean Reilly, James
Hay and Greg Green spoke in oppo-
sition to a parking lot adjacent to
Temple Emanu-El on East Broad
Street.

Mr. Reilly inquired how the coun-
cil is handling a lawsuit recently
filed by the temple, appealing the

Board of Adjustment’s decision to
deny its request for a parking lot.
Town Attorney Robert Cockren stated
that it is the council’s policy not to
comment on pending litigation.

After Mr. Hay said that the council
is not giving residents any informa-
tion on what the representation is,
Mr. Cockren said that residents have
a right to retain counsel and inter-
vene in the lawsuit.

Several residents spoke in favor of
the parking decks.

Martin Spector said that there is a
need for both decks and that right
now is the time to move forward
because interest rates are low. He
did, however, caution the council
that changes in downtown parking
rules need to be “spoon fed” to the
businesses because people feel like
enforcement is being “shoved down

Goggi Reelected MS BOE President;
Schaumberg Named as Vice President

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s reorganization
meeting of the Mountainside Board
of Education, Peter Goggi was re-
elected as Board President and Mary
Beth Schaumberg was elected to the
position of Vice President. Paul
Vizzuso will remain as Board Secre-
tary.

Newly-elected board members Ray
Haggar, Gene Nagel and Carmine
Venes were sworn in by Mr. Vizzuso.
In Mr. Goggi’s absence at the swear-
ing-in ceremony due to a death in the
family, Mrs. Schaumberg stated, “On
behalf of Mr. Goggi, we welcome
the new board members.”

Chief School Administrator Dr.
Gerard Schaller confirmed that steady
progress is being made on the
Deerfield School construction
project. He continued by saying,
“Everything is in for the playground
(at Beechwood School); we are un-
derway. If the weather stays with us,
we will have it by the end of May.”
The possibility of having to hire an
additional kindergarten teacher was
discussed due to the potential in-
crease in enrollment. “Ninety-five
kindergarten students have registered
and we have the potential of 101,”
Dr. Schaller said.

A motion to approve a contract for
chemical applications to the playing
fields was met with concern by many
on the board. Mr. Venes stated that he
believes Governor James McGreevey
is trying to pass a bill prohibiting
chemical applications on school
property, citing an article he read in
The Star Ledger. Dr. Schaller added
that a great deal of money was spent
on the lawns, noting he would hate to
see the district lose what it had
achieved. Other board members
agreed that there was cause for con-
cern and decided to table the motion
until a later date to give the board a
chance to investigate alternate solu-
tions.

A motion to approve the purchase

of a 2004 Ford F-350 pick-up truck
in the amount of $25,083 was met by
silence, with not one board member
willing to second the motion. After
Mrs. Schaumberg requested a sec-
ond in order to discuss the motion,
one was given. Dr. Schaller explained
that the truck was necessary because
staff members were no longer will-
ing to shuttle equipment and other
items back and forth from Deerfield
to Beechwood. Mr. Vizzuso stated
that it was also a liability for staff to
be using their own vehicles, and in
the event of an accident, the district
would be responsible.

The board had previously approved
the lease of a vehicle for $10,000.
Mr. Vizzuso stated that a lease would
end up costing the district approxi-
mately $3,000 more over the next
three years due to finance charges.
The board is not against the acquisi-
tion of a truck, just the unexpected
increase in cost.

“The issue is we were afforded
$10,000 for a truck, not whether or
not it is right or wrong,” board mem-

ber John Perrin said.
Board members chose to table the

motion in order to further discuss it.
According to Mrs. Schaumberg,

the search for a Chief School Admin-
istrator is “moving forward.” She
also stated that the board feels it is
“on target with the timeline.”

“We have had difficulty getting
one candidate in for an interview,
especially with Mr. Goggi’s absence,”
Mrs. Schaumberg continued. The
board has narrowed its search from
30 to four candidates. From there, it
anticipates reducing the field to two
and eventually to one candidate.

When asked by an audience mem-
ber if the parents and community
will have a chance to meet the candi-
dates before a decision is made, Mrs.
Schaumberg stated, “I don’t know if
all candidates will be willing to do
that because of their current employ-
ment.”

A Wood Valley Road homeowner
recommended that the board con-
sider staggering Beechwood and
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Riegel Chosen as Westfield School Bd. President;
Leiz Selected to Fill Vice Presidential Position

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
chose Anne Riegel and Virginia
“Ginny” Leiz to be its President and
Vice President, respectively, for the
2004-2005 school year at its annual
reorganizational meeting on Tues-
day.

Ms. Riegel and Ms. Leiz’ new
positions became effective immedi-
ately. Their respective terms will last

until the board’s reorganizational
meeting in 2005.

Ms. Riegel was nominated for the
office by former board president
Arlene Gardner, who announced at
the board’s last public meeting that
she would not seek another term as
president.

“I think she has the confidence of
the board,” said Ms. Gardner as she
made her nomination. There were no
other nominations for the position,
and Ms. Riegel’s ascendance was
approved unanimously.

President Riegel, who was elected
to the board in 1999, served as the
board’s Vice President this year, as
well as serving as Chairwoman of
the board’s Finance Committee.

“I’m very excited and honored,”
she said after accepting her new po-
sition. She also acknowledged her
uncontested rise to the board’s presi-
dency, saying, “I appreciate the con-
fidence of the board.”

Ms. Riegel went on to speak briefly
about her goals for the coming year,
noting that the recent approval of the

new strategic plan has given the board
a good “road map” for the immediate
future.

Newly-elected Vice President Leiz
has been a member of the board since
2001. This year, she served as  Chair-
woman of the board’s Curriculum
Committee. She was nominated to
the office of Vice President by fellow
board member Kimberley Rhodes,
who said she was “honored” to sup-
port Ms. Leiz’ nomination. As with
Ms. Riegel’s ascendance, no other
board member was nominated, and
Ms. Leiz’ election to the board’s vice
presidency was approved unani-
mously.

“I look forward to working with
our community for the sake of our
schools and our students,” said Ms.
Leiz, who spoke only briefly after
assuming her new office.

Ms. Riegel also acknowledged
former President Gardner with a reso-
lution citing her hard work and dedi-
cation as the board’s President for
the last three years. Ms. Gardner was
presented with a framed picture of

the 2003-2004 board members.
In appreciation of her “new rela-

tionship” with Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley, Ms.
Riegel presented him with a magic
wand, a crystal ball and a genie’s
lamp.

Following the election proceed-
ings, the board quickly transacted
the rest of the night’s business. In a
prepared statement, the board
thanked the community for approv-
ing the 2004-2005 budget. The state-
ment acknowledged the slim margin
by which the budget passed, noting,
“We were one of the 11 (school
districts in Union County) that passed
by less than 300 votes.” The board’s
statement ended with, “we can move
ahead and continue to offer an excel-
lent education for the children of
Westfield.”

Stacie DeChristopher, a first grade
teacher at McKinley Elementary
School, is this year’s recipient of the
Westfield Rotary Club’s Philhower
Fellowship, which recognizes out-
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ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

...You Plant!!

We Plan...

Not sure what to plant where? Need a 
bit of help. We’ve made it really easy at 
Williams Nursery. Our “We Plan You Plant” 
service has been specifically designed for 
the homeowner that enjoys the 
satisfaction of planting the garden 
themselves, but needs a little extra help in 
the selection and the layout.

Stop in this weekend  at either 11 am or 
2 pm Saturday or Sunday for a informal 
group meeting with Billy and learn more on 
how this service works. You can download 
helpful forms including graph paper from 
our website www.williams-nursery.com.

If you’d rather not get your hands dirty 
we can also have your plants planted too!

Not sure what to plant where? Need a 
bit of help. We’ve made it really easy at 
Williams Nursery. Our “We Plan You Plant” 
service has been specifically designed for 
the homeowner that enjoys the 
satisfaction of planting the garden 
themselves, but needs a little extra help in 
the selection and the layout.

Stop in this weekend  at either 11 am or 
2 pm Saturday or Sunday for a informal 
group meeting with Billy and learn more on 
how this service works. You can download 
helpful forms including graph paper from 
our website www.williams-nursery.com.

If you’d rather not get your hands dirty 
we can also have your plants planted too!

David “Billy” Schmidt
Our Design Expert with over

10 years of experience.

Quick Gift
Solution

Learn more
about our
Quick Design
Service
Sat & Sun
11am, 2pm

New Hours
Wed-Sat 9am-7pm Sun-Tue 9am-6pm
New Hours
Wed-Sat 9am-7pm Sun-Tue 9am-6pm

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, APRIL 19
•  A burglary was reported at a Dorian

Road business, during which one or more
individuals removed a teeth whitening
product, ransacked a desk, tampered
with the office computer and radio, and
left food wrappers in the office.

TUESDAY, APRIL 20
•  Two motor vehicles were damaged

in separate incidents after Snapple bev-
erage bottles were thrown at them. A
vehicle parked in front of a Boulevard
residence sustained a broken rear win-
dow and a dented roof, while another
vehicle on Dorian Road near Trinity
Place also had its rear window broken
out by a thrown bottle.

•  A West Broad Street resident re-
ported an incident of identity theft in
which an unknown individual acquired
a New Jersey driver’s license under the
victim’s name. The suspect subsequently
was issued a complaint of speeding that
was charged to the victim.

FRIDAY, APRIL 23
•  A North Cottage Place resident re-

ported his motor vehicle was damaged
while it was parked in his driveway.
Police said there were numerous scratches
on the entire body of the vehicle.

Greater Plainfield.
Chairman Estrada commented on

the satisfaction one usually receives
when volunteering as Mr. Maros has
done.

“Volunteerism is one of those situ-
ations that some people do, and oth-
ers don’t. Those who do have a ful-
fillment in terms of their own lives as
to the things that they do,” noted the
chairman.

In accepting the award, Mr. Marros
explained that his love of music and
love of community led him to create
this unique concert series.

“I do this because I love doing it. I
bring people and music together, and
I get great reward out of that person-
ally,” said Mr. Marros.

Three Republican freeholder can-
didates also attended the meeting –
Bruce Paterson, Pat Quattrocchi, and
Joe Renna. During the public com-
ment portion of the meeting, all three

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GOP Candidates Question
Freeholders on Arts Center

of them indicated disapproval con-
cerning the proposed purchase of the
Union County Arts Center, located
in Rahway.

Ms. Quattrocchi said that while
she had fond memories of attending
shows and events at the center, she
did not see why Union County had to
take control of the arts center’s costs
and maintenance.

“I question the wisdom of the
county investing in the entertain-
ment business,” opined Ms.
Quattrocchi.

Mr. Renna expressed the opinion
that, among other things, the operat-
ing budget process “is flawed” and
that the county residents are being
“overtaxed.” He also felt that there
was a lack of support for purchase
and renovation of the arts center.

“There was no cost benefit analy-
sis done on why we’re doing this,” he
stated.

Mr. Renna added that he had re-
quested various documents with re-
gards to the purchase, using the Open
Public Records Act (OPRA), but that
he did not receive them. Chairman
Estrada pointed out to him and for
the record that Mr. Renna had made
the OPRA requests the day of the
meeting.

Freeholder Mirabella later added
that the budget hearings were al-
ways open to the public. The free-
holder expressed dismay and anger
upon hearing what Mr. Renna had
to say with regards to the budget,
saying that Mr. Renna never showed
up for any of the hearings or meet-
ings.

“I am getting a little tired of his
half-truths and outright lies about
certain individuals on this board and
this administration,” said Freeholder
Mirabella. “It’s just unfair to the
public to have somebody out there
not telling the truth, and I think it’s
unfortunate that he’s in that position
where he feels like that’s what he
needs to do.”

The freeholders also formally in-
troduced the 2004 Operating Bud-
get, details of which will be released
in the near future.

Zyla to Succeed Marshall
As Township Police Chief

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Lieutenant
Mark Zyla, a 21-year veteran of the
Scotch Plains Police Department, was
named last week to be Scotch Plains’
next Police Chief. Mr. Zyla, who
will succeed Marshall Nelson on May
1, is 44 years old and, according to
Township Manager Thomas Atkins,
will be one of the youngest township
police chiefs “in re-
cent memory.”

In announcing the
appointment last
Thursday, Mr. Atkins
cited Mr. Zyla’s ad-
ministrative and su-
pervisory experience
as well as his perfor-
mance during writ-
ten and oral exami-
nations that were part
of the selection pro-
cess.

“His record speaks
for itself,” Mr. Atkins
said. “He is the best
equipped to lead us
into the future.”

Mr. Zyla joined the
police department in
February 1983 after
a year with the county police. He was
promoted to Sergeant in 1995 and in
2001, was elevated to Lieutenant.
During the past three years, he served
for 13 months as commander of the
uniformed division and for the past
year has served as education, train-
ing and internal affairs officer.

Admitting that he has “big shoes
to fill,” Mr. Zyla said last week that
the four chiefs of police under whom
he has worked, Michael Rossi, Rob-
ert Luce, Thomas O’Brien and Mr.
Nelson, “helped mold my career. I
wouldn’t be where I am today if it
wasn’t for them.”

His big challenge in leading the
46-member force, he said, will be to
“get the department to run efficiently
and as a team.” One area he singled
out for continued attention was deal-
ing with juveniles. The local Police
Athletic League that he helped form
11 years ago, and other programs,
have “been successful.” Mr. Zyla
feels it is important to “get to these
kids before they get into trouble” and
“show them that police are human.”

He addressed the reverse discrimi-
nation lawsuit filed by four white
township policemen against Chief

Nelson. The matter was recently ad-
judicated in favor of Mr. Nelson. The
officers are now appealing it. Mr.
Zyla said he didn’t believe the four
officers represent any type of a po-
tentially divisive faction within
the department.

“We’ve dealt with it,” he said. “I
won’t treat them differently. I’m go-
ing to try to pull the whole depart-
ment together as a team.”

Mr. Atkins added that, “we want to
get the police department back to
public service” while promising that
“no one is going to be left out in the
cold because of their past history.”

In addition to announcing the new
Police Chief, Mr. Atkins also said
that Lieutenant Brian Mahoney will
be promoted to Captain on May 1,
replacing Capt. John Shebey, a 31-
year veteran who is retiring along
with Chief Nelson. Mr. Mahoney,
who along with Mr. Zyla was one of
four candidates for the top position
in the department, joined the town-
ship police force in 1987 and was
promoted to Lieutenant in mid-2002.

The selection process for the new
positions involved a four-step proce-
dure that included a state civil service
exam, a written essay, an oral inter-
view and an evaluation of individual
performance records. During the se-
lection process, a township consult-
ant, retired State Police Lt. Col. Rich-
ard Jankowski, assisted Mr. Atkins.

     xtraordinary personal service, sound fashion advice and quality  merchandise, make

keeping in style fun and easy at Jude.  Cranford resident and owner, Jude Zimmerman, uses

her 20 years of fashion industry experience to hand pick selections of clothing and accesso-

ries from such designers as Eileen Fisher, Lily Pulitzer, Sigrid Olsen, Karen Kane, J’Envie.

Jude enjoys working  with women who enjoy the collaborative process of selecting the right

clothes to complement their skin tone and body type.  Discover fashion, function and

femininity in a friendly atmosphere that features each season’s most appealing styles and

colors.  Featuring Lily Pulitzer, mother & daughter,

 “New Initial Bracelets and Necklaces” on grograine ribbons.  Great for Mothers Day!

E

11 North Union Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

908-276-5900
Monday thru Saturday: 10 am - 5 pm

Thursday Evening till 8 pm

Clothing &
Accessories

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DRAWING A CROWD...Thousands of people from the area flocked to downtown Westfield on Sunday to attend the
annual Spring Fling street fair.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
HAIL TO THE CHIEF...Mark Zyla has been ap-
pointed as the new Scotch Plains Police Chief. Chief
Zyla is a 21-year veteran of the Scotch Plains Police
Department.

their throats.”
Saul Drittel said that he manages a

building on South Avenue, and resi-
dents there will also need overnight
parking, but on the south side.

Allen Solomon showed the mayor
and council a copy of the town code
where it said that residents and tax-
payers may address the council dur-
ing the public portion of meetings.
He said this implies that only those
people may address the council.

Mayor Gregory McDermott said that
the town code “doesn’t say that we (the
council) have to respond to anything,”
and questioned, “doesn’t it help all of
us” to let everyone come in and speak.

Christine Povolac spoke of a flood-
ing problem on Pine Grove because of
new construction on Boulevard. She
said that new construction should not be
allowed to ruin existing neighborhoods.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council
Deerfield School opening and clos-
ing times to alleviate speeding on
her street. The speed limit on her
street is 25 mph but she claims,
“Even staff members are speeding –
when you’re driving an SUV, it is
easy to go 40 mph.” She feels that
parents who have children in both
schools are speeding in order to get
their children to school on time.
Police presence helps to deter speed-
ers, but residents in the area would
like to raise awareness and have
drivers slow down before an acci-
dent occurs.

The same resident also suggested
that the board hold its meetings at
Borough Hall until audio-visual equip-
ment can be purchased, so that more
residents can be kept abreast of is-
sues. Mrs. Schaumberg said schedul-
ing conflicts do not allow the board to
use Borough Hall on Tuesday nights.

The next regularly scheduled
board meeting is set for Tuesday,
May 11, at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS School Bd.

SP Man Arrested
For Kidnapping
SCOTCH PLAINS – John

Checchio, the owner of Don’s Tree
Service, was arrested and charged
with first degree kidnapping pursu-
ant to an investigation initiated by
officer Paul Belford and Sergeant
Joseph Zito. Following up investi-
gation is being conducted by
Donnell Joyce.

At approximately 4 p.m. Scotch
Plains Police received informa-
tion that a female caller was possi-
bly being held against her will, in
the area of Route 22 by an indi-
vidual operating a blue pickup
truck. Further investigation led
police to 401 Acacia Road where a
34-year-old female from Plainfield
was found inside the residence and
identified herself as the caller. This
victim alleges she was picked up in
Plainfield and driven in the pickup
truck eventually to the address
where she was found. Mr. Checchio
is alleged to have forced the victim
to lay down in the truck while he
drove to the residence.

At the residence the victim was
able to access a phone and notify
police in an attempt to identify her
whereabouts to get assistance. The
victim was then allegedly brought
into the residence to a bedroom area
where she was coerced to partially
disrobe, at the time being threatened
and assaulted.

Assistance by the New Jersey
State Police and the North Plainfield
Police helped locate the address in
question. Scotch Plains police ar-
rived on scene and located the vic-
tim. The victim did not require
medical attention. After further in-
vestigation a warrant was issue by
Judge J. Donohue of Union County
Superior Court for Mr. Checchio to
be charged with kidnapping. Bail
was set at $100,000.

Mr. Checchio was subsequently
arrested by the Plainfield Police
Department in the area of Sixth
Street and Berkman Terrace at ap-
proximately 3 a.m. on this com-
plaint. Subject was transported to
Scotch Plains Police headquarters
and processed. Additional charges
of possession of a controlled Dan-
gerous Substances were filed prior
to Mr. Checchio being transported
to the Union County Jail. Investiga-
tion is continuing.

standing teaching in Westfield’s el-
ementary schools. Ms.
DeChristopher will be honored at the
board’s next meeting on Tuesday,
May 4, at McKinley School.

The board approved a finance
motion that allows for repairs to be
done at the track at Kehler Stadium
in the amount of $16,990. The board
will seek a bond referendum in Sep-
tember to fund a full reconstruction
of the track, as well as an artificial
turf field at Kehler.

Several new curricula were approved
on first reading by the board. The new
curricula acknowledge new and re-
vised courses in music and drama across
the district, including a new drama
course at Westfield High School.

The board will host a community
landscaping project on Saturday, May
15, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Board
of Education Administration Building
at 302 Elm Street. Organizations and
individuals are donating money to-
wards new shrubs and trees, as well as
volunteering to help plant them. The
board welcomes community members
who wish to help in the planting.

Roanoke College Honors
Students from Westfield
WESTFIELD – Roanoke College

in Salem, Va. has reported that
Jacqueline Gordon and Patrick
Tuohy, both of Westfield, were named
to the Dean’s List for the 2003 fall
term. Jacqueline is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gordon of
Westfield, and Patrick is the son of
Dennis Tuohy of Westfield.

James Snodgrass Wins
Grant from 200 Club
WESTFIELD – The Two Hundred

Club of Union County has awarded a
four-year scholarship to James
Snodgrass of Westfield, who will
attend Arizona State University in
the fall.

The organization awards grants to
five sons and daughters of active
uniformed police and firefighters in
Union County.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield BOE

Joseph McCabe Earns
Dean’s List Distinction
WESTFIELD – The University of

Massachusetts in Amherst, Mass. has
reported that Westfield resident Jo-
seph McCabe was named to the fall
2003 Dean’s List. The son of Mr. and
Mrs. Steven McCabe, he is a mem-
ber of the Class of 2007.

He is majoring in psychology at
the university, where he is a member
of the Talent Advancement Program.
He is a 2003 Westfield High School
graduate.

UniversityUniversityUniversityUniversityUniversity
NewsNewsNewsNewsNews
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Brooks Crandall for The Times
PICTURE THIS…Pulitzer Prize winning photographer Matt Rainey spoke at
the Fanwood Library last Tuesday evening. Mr. Rainey discussed the triumphs
and tribulations of being a photojournalist for The Star-Ledger. He won a
Pulitzer for his “After the Fire” pictorial of the year-long saga of the burn
victims of the Seton Hall dorm fire.

Zyla to Succeed Marshall
As Township Police Chief

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Lieutenant Mark Zyla, a 21-year
veteran of the Scotch Plains Police
Department, was named last week to
be Scotch Plains’ next Police Chief.
Mr. Zyla, who will succeed Marshall
Nelson on May 1, is 44 years old and,
according to Township Manager
Thomas Atkins, will be one of the
youngest township police chiefs “in
recent memory.”

In announcing the appointment last
Thursday, Mr. Atkins cited Mr. Zyla’s
administrative and supervisory ex-
perience as well as his performance

during written and oral examina-
tions that were part of the selection
process.

“His record speaks for itself,” Mr.
Atkins said. “He is the best equipped
to lead us into the future.”

Mr. Zyla joined the police depart-
ment in February 1983 after a year
with the county police. He was pro-
moted to Sergeant in 1995 and in
2001, was elevated to Lieutenant.
During the past three years, he served
for 13 months as commander of the
uniformed division and for the past
year has served as education, train-
ing and internal affairs officer.

Admitting that he has “big shoes
to fill,” Mr. Zyla said last week that
the four chiefs of police under whom
he has worked, Michael Rossi, Rob-

ert Luce, Thomas O’Brien and Mr.
Nelson, “helped mold my career. I
wouldn’t be where I am today if it
wasn’t for them.”

His big challenge in leading the
46-member force, he said, will be to
“get the department to run efficiently
and as a team.” One area he singled
out for continued attention was deal-
ing with juveniles. The local Police
Athletic League that he helped form
11 years ago, and other programs,
have “been successful.” Mr. Zyla
feels it is important to “get to these
kids before they get into trouble” and
“show them that police are human.”

He addressed the reverse discrimi-
nation lawsuit filed by four white
township policemen against Chief

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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S. Plains Planning Board
Hears Long Range Plan
From Bd. Of Education

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

After giving quick approval to
two applications at its meeting on
Monday evening, the Scotch Plains
Planning Board heard from a repre-
sentative of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education that
existing facilities should be adequate
to accommodate a growing student
population in the next several years.

Board Administrator Anthony
Del Sordi spoke about the board’s
new five-year long-range facility
update, a half-inch thick report
detailing the conditions of all
school buildings and their ability
to absorb a student population that
is projected to grow from 4,200 six
years ago to about 5,000 today to
slightly more than 5,200 in the
2006-2007 school year.

Mr. Del Sordi’s presentation to
the planning board was informal in
nature and the board’s role was
advisory in nature.

“We will be able to accommo-
date 5,200 students with the addi-
tions that are in place,” Mr. Del
Sordi said, referring to the various
additions and renovations at sev-
eral district schools in the years
since voters approved a $36 mil-
lion bond referendum.

He did admit that the board of
education was concerned about a
significant influx of new students
resulting from new housing devel-
opments, pointing specifically to
the Hovnanian development being
built north of Route 22.

Besides the possibility of a large
number of new students, Mr. Del
Sordi said two other areas of diffi-
culty facing education officials are
athletic facilities and parking.
While noting that the board, with
Scotch Plains and Fanwood offi-
cials, is currently renovating the
ballfields at Park Middle School,
Mr. Del Sordi maintained that the
overall lack of facilities “is some
reason for concern.” Addressing
the parking issue, he said it is an
ongoing and continuing problem.

“As enrollments increase, staff-
ing needs increase,” he said, add-

ing that at many schools, parking
has reached capacity. He said the
board is working with the two towns
to address the situation, noting that
one positive aspect is that there is
sufficient land available at all
school sites for possible parking
expansion.

Prior to Mr. Del Sordi’s presen-
tation, the Planning Board ap-
proved an application by Susan
Judge, Esq. to utilize space in her
home at 709 Westfield Road for an
office for her law practice.

Ms. Judge told the board she had
three small children and being able
to use space in her home for her
primary office, while utilizing a
secondary office in Warren for more
extensive business dealings, would
ease matters for her. She said there
was ample parking in the rear of
her home for up to five cars, al-
though she said she did not antici-
pate much in the way of clients
visiting her in Scotch Plains.

The board also permitted her to
display a small, non-illuminated
sign on her property.

The board also approved an ap-
plication for a site plan amend-
ment submitted by Oliver Ander-
son. In November, the board had
approved Mr. Anderson’s applica-
tion to utilize a two-story building
at 180 Glenside Avenue as a busi-
ness office for a medical publish-
ing company. At the time, the plan
was to provide parking for em-
ployees and visitors at the rear of
the building.

Some board members had ex-
pressed concern about the 12-foot
width of the 165-foot long drive-
way, and a police department re-
port had recommended building a
bump-out in the middle of the drive-
way to allow cars traveling toward
each other to pull aside to allow the
other to easily pass.

There had also been some dis-
cussion about a handicapped park-
ing space and whether such a space
at the rear of the property would be
adequate.

The board’s approval in Novem-

Republican Candidates Question
County Freeholders on Arts Center

By MATTHEW MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

At their meeting held on April 22,
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders presented special reso-
lutions to two local organizations for
their special volunteer efforts. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s
(SPFHS) cast of Les Miserables was
recognized for their fundraising ef-
forts, while Ahrre Maros of Ahrre’s
Coffee Roastery in Westfield also
received an award for his program,
“Coffee With Conscience.”

The SPFHS cast performed Les
Miserables for two weekends this
past March and raised over $5,700
for the Interfaith Council For the
Homeless of Union County. In addi-

tion to collecting donations, the stu-
dents volunteered at soup kitchens
throughout Union County, performed
a “sneak preview” of the show at a
homeless shelter, and sang Christmas
carols at a holiday party for the home-
less. In making the presentation, Free-
holder Alexander Mirabella expressed
his pleasure that the cast took to heart
the message presented in the show.

“It is clear that through this show,
the performers have touched the
plight of the poor. Congratulations to
these teens for a job well done, and to
the directors who have helped shape
them into the stars of tomorrow,”
Freeholder Mirabella said.

The audience at the meeting also
received a special treat as two cast
members sang numbers from the show.
Eight year-old Jake Forrestal, who
played Gavroche, sang the amusing
number “Little People”, and Jillian
Gardner, Young Cosette,  performed a
portion of “Castle on a Cloud.”

On hand to accept the award were
Laurie Wellman, music director at
SPFHS; Tom Pedas, director of Les
Miserables; Jillian Prefach, who played
Teenage Cosette; and Tuan Nguyen,
who took on the role of Enjolras.

“It’s just been an overwhelming
experience for us all, besides doing
the play, being a part of all these other
activities,” commented Ms. Wellman.

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada presented Mr. Maros with
his award, recognizing his “Coffee
With Conscience” performances se-
ries, which takes place in both
Westfield and Springfield. This con-
cert series allows singers and

songwriters to perform in both com-
munities, while promoting aware-
ness for several organizations includ-
ing Community FoodBank of Hill-
side and Habitat For Humanity of
Greater Plainfield.

Chairman Estrada commented on
the satisfaction one usually receives
when volunteering as Mr. Maros has
done.

“Volunteerism is one of those situ-
ations that some people do, and oth-
ers don’t. Those who do have a ful-
fillment in terms of their own lives as
to the things that they do,” noted the
chairman.

In accepting the award, Mr. Marros
explained that his love of music and
love of community led him to create
this unique concert series.

“I do this because I love doing it. I
bring people and music together, and
I get great reward out of that person-
ally,” said Mr. Marros.

Three Republican freeholder candi-
dates also attended the meeting – Bruce
Paterson, Pat Quattrocchi, and Joe
Renna. During the public comment
portion of the meeting, all three of
them indicated disapproval concern-
ing the proposed purchase of the Union
County Arts Center, located in Rahway.

Ms. Quattrocchi said that while
she had fond memories of attending
shows and events at the center, she
did not see why Union County had to
take control of the arts center’s costs
and maintenance.

“I question the wisdom of the
county investing in the entertainment
business,” opined Ms. Quattrocchi.
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S. Plains Council OKs $19.697 Million
Budget; Two New Parking Ordinances

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil on Tuesday evening approved the
$19.697 million municipal budget
for 2004, two-thirds of which will be
financed by a four-point municipal
property tax increase.

The governing body spent three
months considering the spending
proposals submitted by Township
Manager Thomas Atkins, during
which, according to Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato, “we made some
cuts without changing the basic ser-
vices we provide.”

Following a 45-minute public hear-
ing, which included a 15-minute pre-
sentation by Mayor Martin Marks on
some of the details of the budget and
the municipal property tax picture,
the council voted unanimously in
favor of the 2004 spending plan.

This year’s budget is five percent
higher than last year, and the
township’s improved financial pos-
ture is allowing the use of more
surplus to offset the need for a higher
property tax increase. Last year, a
low surplus, frozen state aid and an
uncertain economy led to an 18-
point municipal property tax in-
crease.

“We made difficult decisions last
year,” Councilman Frank Rossi said
on Tuesday, “and it’s paying off in a
much healthier budget” this year.

He noted that several neighboring
towns this year “are grappling with
the same tough decisions” the coun-
cil faced in 2003.

During his presentation, Mayor
Marks said that three-fourths of the
$1.07 million rise in municipal spend-
ing this year was from mandated
increases such as police salaries and
wages, various insurance costs, pen-
sion contributions, and street and
road expenses associated with this
past winter’s snowfalls.

He explained that this year’s mu-
nicipal tax increase will be $48 for
the average assessed home and dis-
played a chart showing that the aver-
age increase since 1991 has been
$52. And he also emphasized that the

municipal portion of property taxes
accounts for slightly more than 18
percent of the total tax bill; the Union
County portion accounts for just over
17 percent while the education por-
tion makes up 64 percent of the prop-
erty tax levy.

Addressing the property tax sys-
tem that he favors reforming, the
mayor said that “we did not create it,
we are powerless to change that sys-
tem.” He said relying primarily on
property taxes to fund local and
county government as well as educa-
tion is “absolutely unfair,” and the
only way to change the system was
for state legislators to take action.

A handful of residents spoke dur-
ing the budget hearing, with Jim
Fawcett and Rich Duthie, both of
whom are heavily involved with
youth athletics, urging that recre-
ational needs continue to be sup-
ported in future budgets.

Joseph Duff, President of the
Scotch Plains Library Board of Trust-
ees, thanked the township govern-
ment for its assistance and support.

In other business, the council in-
troduced two new parking ordinances
that will be acted upon at its Tuesday,
May 11, meeting. One ordinance
will impose a two-hour parking limit
on school days on one side of a
section of Church Street.

The Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment recently found that parked cars
on Church Street, a narrow two-lane
residential street that has a sharp
bend about 150 feet north of its inter-
section with Portland Avenue, is caus-
ing visibility and maneuverability
problems.

The police discovered that when
students park on both sides of Church
Street in the vicinity of the bend, the
roadway narrows significantly and
makes two-way auto passage or the
passage of large emergency vehicles
difficult. In addition, a dangerous
view obstruction arises that makes it
difficult for drivers to see oncoming
traffic.

The ordinance will restrict park-
ing on the east side of Church Street,

Official SP-F
BOE Election
Results Given

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education election were
held last Tuesday under unusual
circumstances. Although three
people, Board President Lance
Porter, board member Lance
Nowlin and Rob O’Connor were
running for three positions un-
contested, the name of Seamus
Dolan, who had withdrawn from
the race shortly before election
day, still remained on the ballot.

Mr. O’Connor was a write-in
candidate, meaning that voters
wanting to vote for him needed
to manually write his name on
the ballot.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times reported that Mr.
O’Connor won by only two votes
over Mr. Seamus Dolan, as this
was the figure reported by the
Board of Education on Tuesday
night. However, there ended up
being a significant difference in
the total vote count between the
unofficial figure after the polls
closed on Tuesday night, which
was reported as Dolan 210 and
O’Connor 212. After the offi-
cial vote count was done the
next day, the total stated Mr.
Dolan had 209 and Mr.
O’Connor 351 votes.

Fred Rossi for The Times
HAIL TO THE CHIEF...Scotch Plains chose Mark Zyla as their new Police Chief after the retirement of Marshall Nelson.
Chief Zyla is a 21-year veteran of the Scotch Plains Police Department.

 Ben Corbin for The Times
THE OLD ONE TWO PUNCH...Fanwood resident and former Heavy Weight
contender Gerry Cooney warmed up for the fight at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield on Saturday night. The charity event benefitted Union County’s
Centennial High School in Westfield.
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We Plan...

Not sure what to plant where? Need a 
bit of help. We’ve made it really easy at 
Williams Nursery. Our “We Plan You Plant” 
service has been specifically designed for 
the homeowner that enjoys the 
satisfaction of planting the garden 
themselves, but needs a little extra help in 
the selection and the layout.

Stop in this weekend  at either 11 am or 
2 pm Saturday or Sunday for a informal 
group meeting with Billy and learn more on 
how this service works. You can download 
helpful forms including graph paper from 
our website www.williams-nursery.com.

If you’d rather not get your hands dirty 
we can also have your plants planted too!

Not sure what to plant where? Need a 
bit of help. We’ve made it really easy at 
Williams Nursery. Our “We Plan You Plant” 
service has been specifically designed for 
the homeowner that enjoys the 
satisfaction of planting the garden 
themselves, but needs a little extra help in 
the selection and the layout.

Stop in this weekend  at either 11 am or 
2 pm Saturday or Sunday for a informal 
group meeting with Billy and learn more on 
how this service works. You can download 
helpful forms including graph paper from 
our website www.williams-nursery.com.

If you’d rather not get your hands dirty 
we can also have your plants planted too!

David “Billy” Schmidt
Our Design Expert with over
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Solution

Learn more
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Quick Design
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New Hours
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Wed-Sat 9am-7pm Sun-Tue 9am-6pm

Nelson. The matter was recently ad-
judicated in favor of Mr. Nelson. The
officers are now appealing it. Mr.
Zyla said he didn’t believe the four
officers represent any type of a po-
tentially divisive faction within
the department.

“We’ve dealt with it,” he said. “I
won’t treat them differently. I’m go-
ing to try to pull the whole depart-
ment together as a team.”

Mr. Atkins added that, “we want to
get the police department back to
public service” while promising that
“no one is going to be left out in the
cold because of their past history.”

In addition to announcing the new
Police Chief, Mr. Atkins also said
that Lieutenant Brian Mahoney will
be promoted to Captain on May 1,
replacing Capt. John Shebey, a 31-
year veteran who is retiring along
with Chief Nelson. Mr. Mahoney,
who along with Mr. Zyla was one of
four candidates for the top position
in the department, joined the town-
ship police force in 1987 and was
promoted to Lieutenant in mid-
2002.

The selection process for the new
positions involved a four-step proce-
dure that included a state civil ser-
vice exam, a written essay, an oral
interview and an evaluation of indi-
vidual performance records. During
the selection process, a township
consultant, retired State Police Lt.
Col. Richard Jankowski, assisted Mr.
Atkins.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Chief Zyla

     xtraordinary personal service, sound fashion advice and quality  merchandise, make

keeping in style fun and easy at Jude.  Cranford resident and owner, Jude Zimmerman, uses

her 20 years of fashion industry experience to hand pick selections of clothing and accesso-

ries from such designers as Eileen Fisher, Lily Pulitzer, Sigrid Olsen, Karen Kane, J’Envie.

Jude enjoys working  with women who enjoy the collaborative process of selecting the right

clothes to complement their skin tone and body type.  Discover fashion, function and

femininity in a friendly atmosphere that features each season’s most appealing styles and

colors.  Featuring Lily Pulitzer, mother & daughter,

 “New Initial Bracelets and Necklaces” on grograine ribbons.  Great for Mothers Day!
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11 North Union Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016
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Monday thru Saturday: 10 am - 5 pm

Thursday Evening till 8 pm

Clothing &
Accessories

Township Man Arrested
For Kidnapping Woman

SCOTCH PLAINS – John
Checchio, the owner of Don’s Tree
Service, was arrested and charged with
first degree kidnapping pursuant to an
investigation initiated by officer Paul
Belford and Sergeant Joseph Zito.

At approximately 4 p.m. on Mon-
day Scotch Plains Police received
information that a female caller was
possibly being held against her will
in the area of Route 22 by an indi-
vidual operating a blue pickup truck.
Further investigation led police to 401
Acacia Road where a 34-year-old fe-
male from Plainfield was found inside
the residence and identified herself as
the caller. This victim alleges she was
picked up in Plainfield and eventually
driven in the pickup truck to the ad-
dress where she was found. Mr.
Checchio is alleged to have forced the
victim to lay down in the truck while
he drove to the residence.

At the residence, the victim was
able to access a phone and notify
police in an attempt to identify her
whereabouts to get assistance. The
victim was then allegedly brought into

the residence to a bedroom area where
she was coerced to partially disrobe, at
the time being threatened and assaulted.

Assistance by the New Jersey State
Police and the North Plainfield Po-
lice helped locate the address in
question. Scotch Plains police ar-
rived on scene and located the vic-
tim. The victim did not require medi-
cal attention. After further investi-
gation, a warrant was issue by Judge
J. Donohue of Union County Supe-
rior Court for Mr. Checchio to be
charged with kidnapping. Bail was
set at $100,000.

Mr. Checchio was subsequently
arrested by the Plainfield Police De-
partment in the area of Sixth Street
and Berkman Terrace at approxi-
mately 3 a.m. on this complaint. The
subject was transported to Scotch
Plains Police headquarters and pro-
cessed. Additional charges of posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous sub-
stances were filed prior to Mr.
Checchio being transported to the
Union County Jail. The investigation
is continuing.

ber was granted subject to an inves-
tigation of handicapped accessibil-
ity to the building. The site plan
revision approved on Monday in-
cludes a new handicapped parking
space halfway up the driveway, which
will allow for easier access to the
building’s front door.
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Planning Bd.

in the vicinity of the street’s bend, to
two hours during school hours.

The other ordinance will restrict
parking on Cedar Brook Road, which
runs between Redwood Road and
Homestead Terrace near Brunner
Elementary School. Parents drop-
ping off their children are apparently
pulling into Cedar Brook Road, a
dead end street, and then backing up
in order to exit Cedar Brook Road, a
situation the Police Department feels
creates a hazardous condition.

The ordinance will prohibit stop-
ping or standing on both sides of
Cedar Brook Road between 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. on school days.

The council also gave final ap-
proval to a $25,000 capital ordi-
nance that, according to Council-
woman Carolyn Sorge, will finance
the acquisition of new equipment for
TV-34. Twin resolutions were also
passed authorizing the appointment
of Ray Manfra as Public Works
Shared Services Coordinator and Ray
Poerio as Recreation Shared Service
Coordinator. The costs of the $3,000
stipends to be paid to Mr. Manfra
and Mr. Poerio will be split evenly
between Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

The council also awarded a
$50,000 concession contract for
Scotch Hills Country Club to LFM
Enterprises, LLC of Scotch Plains.
Under the agreement, the township
will receive a percentage of the rev-
enue from food concessions and
merchandising.

Mayor Marks issued a proclama-
tion at the start of the meeting de-
claring May as Rescue Squad Month
and urged residents to donate to the
local volunteer rescue squad during
its upcoming fundraising drive.

At the end of the meeting, another
proclamation was issued declaring
today, April 29, to be Arbor Day in
Scotch Plains. The mayor also re-
minded residents that the National
Day of Prayer ceremony will take
place on Thursday, May 6, at 7:30
p.m. in Alan Augustine Park.

Union Catholic Forensics Team
To Participate in Nat’l Contest
SCOTCH PLAINS – During Me-

morial Day weekend, the Union
Catholic High School Forensics Team
will participate in the Catholic Fo-
rensics League National Tournament
in Boston.

Competing against teams from
across the country, Union Catholic
will be representing the Archdio-
cese of Newark. The tournament
will be held in local high schools
and on college campuses in the
Boston area.

Seniors Nathalie Cortes of Union
and Eddie Hernandez of Hillside will
compete in the “Duo Interpretation”

category, along with junior Andrew
Timmes of Colonia and sophomore
Joanne Schurtz of Fanwood.

Junior Vinny Napolitano of Union
will compete in the “Drama” compe-
tition. Vying in the “Student Con-
gress” category will be junior Mary
Beth Tran of South Plainfield. Sopho-
mores Katie McGhee of Edison and
Meaghan Geislinger of Mountainside
will compete in “Declamation,” along
with freshman Edward Sagendorf of
Summit.

This year’s group is the largest
team that Union Catholic has ever
sent to Nationals.
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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, APRIL 19
•  A burglary was reported at a Dorian

Road business, during which one or more
individuals removed a teeth whitening
product, ransacked a desk, tampered
with the office computer and radio, and
left food wrappers in the office.

TUESDAY, APRIL 20
•  Two motor vehicles were damaged

in separate incidents after Snapple bev-
erage bottles were thrown at them. A
vehicle parked in front of a Boulevard
residence sustained a broken rear win-
dow and a dented roof, while another
vehicle on Dorian Road near Trinity
Place also had its rear window broken
out by a thrown bottle.

•  A West Broad Street resident re-
ported an incident of identity theft in
which an unknown individual acquired
a New Jersey driver’s license under the
victim’s name. The suspect subsequently
was issued a complaint of speeding that
was charged to the victim.

FRIDAY, APRIL 23
•  A North Cottage Place resident re-

ported his motor vehicle was damaged
while it was parked in his driveway.
Police said there were numerous scratches
on the entire body of the vehicle.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
DRAWING A CROWD...The annual Spring Fling street fair in downtown Westfield drew a crowd of thousands from
around the area. This year’s fair featured an expanded children’s area.

Town to Begin Night Parking
Fees; Enforcing Meter Feeding

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Timesr

WESTFIELD -- At Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council meeting,
Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee Chairman Sec-
ond Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt made recommendations
for an ordinance providing for daily
parking permits at South Avenue,
overnight parking permits in down-
town and a change in permit lot
enforcement hours. The committee
also recommended the oversell of
permit parking and enforcement of
two hour meter feeding.

Councilman Betancourt said that
a $5 daily permit would be available
for parking in the eastern portion of
the South Avenue parking lot. The
permits will be sold on site by the
police department and proof of resi-
dency will have to be shown. The
police department will determine the
hours during which the permits will
be sold.

The committee also recommended
that the hours of enforcement be
changed to 5 a.m. to noon for the
permit parking lots.

The parking lot behind Baron’s
will become an overnight parking lot
for downtown residents from 8 p.m.
to 8 a.m. Residents will be required
to purchase a $702 a year permit.
Cars parked in any other lot over-

night will be ticketed.
The council spent some time dis-

cussing the price of the permit, but
ultimately decided that since some
residents were purchasing employee
permits up until last year, $702 was
acceptable.

Meter feeding will begin to be
enforced after the passage of this
ordinance next month.

Employee parking lot 9, at the
corner of North and Central Avenues,
will be oversold at a percentage to be
determined by Parking Director Cap-
tain John Morgan. The lot is cur-
rently 5 percent oversold, with an
average of 40 empty spaces per day.

This parking lot is for employees
of the downtown. The council hopes
that by overselling the lot it will clear
employees from the streets.

In other business, Kevin Devaney,
who is working on his Eagle Scout
project, proposed to the council and
was granted permission to refurbish
the Korean War Memorial off of
North Avenue.

A six-foot tall stone monument
with a cut out of the Korean penin-
sula and engraved with the names of
the Westfield residents who lost their
lives will be placed on site. With the
help of Craig Stock, oriental and
Korean style plantings will be put in
and the stairs will be refurbished.

Mr. Devaney hopes that the project

will be done by the end of the sum-
mer. Volunteers are welcome to help
out on weekends when work is in
progress.

During the open portion of the
meeting residents Sean Reilly, James
Hay and Greg Green spoke in oppo-
sition of a parking lot adjacent to
Temple Emanu-El on East Broad
Street.

Mr. Reilly inquired on how the
council is handling a lawsuit recently
filed by the temple appealing the
Board of Adjustment’s decision to
deny their request for a parking lot.
Town Attorney Robert Cockren stated
that it is the council’s policy not to
comment on pending litigation.

After Mr. Hay said that the council
is not giving residents any informa-
tion on what the representation is,
Mr. Cockren said that residents have
a right to retain counsel and inter-
vene in the lawsuit.

Several residents spoke in favor of
the parking decks.

Martin Spector said that there is a
need for both decks and that right
now is the time to move forward
because interest rates are low. He
did, however, caution the council
that changes in downtown parking
rules need to be “spoon fed” to the
businesses because people feel like
enforcement is being “shoved down
their throats.”

Saul Drittel said that he manages a
building on South Avenue, and resi-
dents there will also need overnight
parking, but on the south side.

Allen Solomon showed the mayor
and council a copy of the town code
where it says that residents and tax-
payers may address the council dur-
ing the public portion. Mr. Solomon
said that this implies that only those
people may address the council.

Mayor Gregory McDermott said
that the town code “doesn’t say that
we (the council) have to respond to
anything,” and questioned, “doesn’t
it help all of us” to let everyone come
in and speak.

Christine Povolac spoke of a flood-
ing problem on Pine Grove because
of new construction on Boulevard.
She said that new construction should
not be allowed to ruin existing neigh-
borhoods.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GOP Candidates Question
Freeholders on Arts Center
Mr. Renna expressed the opinion

that, among other things, the oper-
ating budget process “is flawed”
and that the county residents are
being “overtaxed.” He also felt that
there was a lack of support for
purchase and renovation of the arts
center.

“There was no cost benefit analy-
sis done on why we’re doing this,”
he stated.

Mr. Renna added that he had
requested various documents with
regards to the purchase, using the
Open Public Records Act (OPRA),
but that he did not receive them.
Chairman Estrada pointed out to
him and for the record that Mr.
Renna had made the OPRA requests
the day of the meeting.

Freeholder Mirabella later added

that the budget hearings were al-
ways open to the public. The free-
holder expressed dismay and anger
upon hearing what Mr. Renna had
to say with regards to the budget,
saying that Mr. Renna never showed
up for any of the hearings or meet-
ings.

“I am getting a little tired of his half-
truths and outright lies about certain
individuals on this board and this ad-
ministration,” said Freeholder
Mirabella. “It’s just unfair to the public
to have somebody out there not telling
the truth, and I think it’s unfortunate
that he’s in that position where he feels
like that’s what he needs to do.”

The freeholders also formally in-
troduced the 2004 Operating Bud-
get, details of which will be released
in the near futurte.

www.goleader.com!
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Historic ‘Deserted Village’
To Get Utility Services

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders has renewed its plans to bring
new utility services to the historic
“Deserted Village;” of Feltville-
Glenside Park located in the
Watchung Reservation. The plans
call for installation of water, natural
gas, and sewer lines at the village,
which was the creation of business-
man David Felt in 1845.

“The Freeholders have awarded a
professional services contract to the
PMK Group of Cranford to design
the new utility services,” said Free-
holder Vice Chairman Rick Proctor.
“These conveniences will make the
village more appealing to visitors
and to the students in the Operation
Archeology program who are learn-
ing the principles and practices of
archeology at the site.”

Recent restorations at the village
have included the installation of
public restrooms in the combina-
tion church-general store, which
now serves as the interpretive cen-
ter for the site. A second public
restroom in the village also is

planned.
The Deserted Village contains 10

buildings and the archaeological re-
mains of a once-vibrant community
that included a school, church-gen-
eral store, cottages for workers and
their families, and a factory that har-
nessed waterpower from the Blue
Brook. European immigrants first
settled at the site in the early 1700s.

In the 1920s, the property was
purchased by the County of Union
and incorporated into the 2,000-acre
Watchung Reservation, the largest
park in the Union County Park Sys-
tem. The Deserted Village was listed
on the State and National Registers
of Historic Places in 1980.

The Deserted Village is open daily
for self-guided tours and occasional
guided tours, including Union
County’s annual celebration of local
historic sites: “Four Centuries in a
Weekend.” For more information
about the Deserted Village or other
activities in the Watchung Reserva-
tion, call the Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation at (908)
527-4900.

Winter To Answer Questions
About 102 Years in Westfield

United Fund of WF to
Conduct Annual Meeting

WESTFIELD – A question and
answer session with 102 year-old life-
long Westfield resident Ernest (Ernie)
Winter will be the format at the First
Wednesday Luncheon of the Westfield
Historical Society at noon on Wednes-
day, May 5, at B.G. Fields Restaurant,
560 Springfield Avenue, Westfield.

Mr. Winter, known as “Mr. Red
Cross” due to his long volunteer as-
sociation with the Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Red
Cross, will be asked questions about
his life and the early days of Westfield
by former Mayor Garland “Bud”
Boothe and former town historian
Ralph Jones.

Mr. Winter’s family came to
Westfield in 1876 and his home and
boyhood playground was located where
the Westfield High School is today. As
a youngster, he loved playing the piano
which led to his organizing a band
called the “Black Cats” while in high
school. Jazz style music was his favor-

ite. To show he was still in the swing of
things, Mr. Winter played the piano for
15 minutes at his recent 102nd birth-
day celebration.

One of the many awards Mr. Winter
received during his long service as a
volunteer was the Rotarians’1992
Humanitarian Award of the Year for
helping to establish the Union County
Red Cross free transportation program
for the elderly and disabled. He served
as its chairman until the service was
taken over by the county’s Paratransit
System in 1980. He began his service
with the Red Cross by driving agency
cars; then moving on to updating the
organizations fundraising methods and
became chairman of the chapter from
1972-1974.

Regular attendees of the luncheon
will be contacted by a phone commit-
tee of the Society to verify their reser-
vations. Space permitting, others may
attend the luncheon by calling (908)
233-2930 by noon on Monday, May 3.

WESTFIELD – Members will be
elected to serve on the Board of Trust-
ees of the United Fund of Westfield at
the annual meeting and awards pre-
sentation to be held Thursday, May
20, at 7 p.m. in the Community Room
of the Municipal Building.

The names placed in nomination
to be newly elected are Wendy Cozzi,
Jane Francz and David Foltz.

Nominated for re-election are Jon
Bramnick, Mary Brautigam, Stanley
Ciemniecki, William Corbet, Edward
Gottko, James Gruba, Frank Isoldi,
Lorre Korecky, David Molowa and
Samuel McCaulley.

Board President Matt Forstenhausler
will conduct the business meeting and
report on the accomplishments of the

fund last year, the election of trustees,
and any other business that may come
before the meeting.

Awards will be presented to out-
standing volunteers, and an entertain-
ment program will include the presen-
tation of the colors by the scouts. Re-
freshments will be served during the
social hour following the meeting.

All contributors to the fund are
members of the corporation and are
entitled to a vote at the meeting. The
session will also mark the election of
next year’s officers. The slate in-
cludes Carolyn Fleder, President;
James McCabe, first vice president;
Scott Cassie, second vice president;
Susan Jacobson, secretary, and
Claude Fusco, treasurer.

Receive an 
appointment for 
a free 
consultation.

Dr. C. Duncan Burnett, 
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon,
invites you to A Private Reception

Tour our offices and discover how 
cosmetic surgery can help make 
the most of what nature gave you.

Sunday May 2nd, 2004 
2 – 4 p.m.
189 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ

Dr. Burnett has been endorsed
by Essence Magazine March ‘04

RSVP 908.233.0200 (Space is limited)

C. Duncan Burnett, MD, FACS
Personal Excellence in Cosmetic SurgeryÆ

Overlook To See $22 Mill. in
Higher Medicare Payments
WASHINGTON D.C. – Congress-

man Mike Ferguson, R-N.J., an-
nounced Wednesday that for the next
three years Overlook Hospital in
Summit will be reclassified on par
with New York City-area hospitals

when the federal government calcu-
lates reimbursement rates for treat-
ing Medicare patients – a change
that will increase federal payments
to Overlook by $22.7 million.

The reclassification was formal-
ized recently by the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services (CMS),
the federal agency that manages
Medicare. It was originally included
in the 2003 law - which Ferguson
voted for - that creates a voluntary
prescription drug benefit for Medi-
care beneficiaries.

“This is a tremendous victory for
Overlook Hospital and for the seniors
who rely on Overlook for care,” Rep.
Ferguson said. “By increasing federal
payments to better reflect the true
cost of treating patients, Overlook
will be able to strengthen patient care
for Medicare beneficiaries.”

Last year’s Medicare law directed
CMS to create a one-time appeals
procedure for certain hospitals to
seek reclassifications. Overlook -
along with many hospitals in New
Jersey - argued that its current reim-
bursement rate was artificially low
compared to the higher payments
given to nearby New York City hos-
pitals.

The higher Medicare payments to
Overlook are effective immediately
and will be retroactive to April 1.

VOLUNTEER BREAKFAST…Union County Freeholder John Wohlrab, second
from right, and State Assemblywoman Linda Stender, third from right, speak
with Barbara Baldasarre, third from left, Administrative Director for Profes-
sional and Support Services at Runnells Specialized Hospital, Volunteers Guild
president Len Forgione of New Providence, second from left, his wife Anne and
Volunteer Guild Vice President Tommie Kelhoffer on April 15 during a breakfast
at Runnells Specialized Hospital marking National Volunteer Week.

Yoga Class to Be Offered
For Those With Osteoporosis
WESTFIELD – A gentle yoga

class which focuses on movements
for people with Osteoporosis,
Osteopenia and/or poor posture
alignment will begin Thursday, May
6 from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. at Unity
Yoga. All the benefits of yoga will be
experienced: enhancing flexibility
and balance, increasing strength, and
improving posture through gentle
stretching.

This class is based on the book
“WALK TALL—An Exercise Pro-
gram for the Prevention and Treat-
ment of Osteoporosis” by Sara
Meeks. Ms. Meeks has been a physi-
cal therapist and a yoga teacher for
over 25 years. Cynthia Mathis, a
Registered Yoga Teacher, who has
studied with Ms. Meeks, will teach
this class. No previous yoga experi-
ence is necessary.

Although some people are at more
risk than others are, Osteoporosis
can attack all ages, ethnic groups,
and genders. The good news is that
Osteoporosis can usually be pre-
vented; and, if you already have it, it
can be treated.

It is never too late, or too early, to
learn simple techniques to strengthen

your back muscles and stretch your
entire body to restore normal body
alignment.

Weight bearing movements will
also be included in the class.

Unity Yoga is located at First Con-
gregational Church, Westfield. The
cost of a series of eight classes is $90.
See the website: http://
unityoga.home.att.net or call Unity
Yoga (908) 233-9697 to register or for
more information. Unity Yoga offers
15 yoga classes a week: mornings,
evenings, weekdays and Saturday. Ask
about a free introductory class.

Stanley Gersch, D.M.D.
Receives Invisalign Award

WESTFIELD – Stanley Gersch,
D.M.D., an orthodontist with of-
fices in Westfield and Linden, has
been awarded membership to Align
Technology’s 2003 Century Club.
This is given to the top 100 orth-
odontists in North America (out of
7,000 Invisalign-certified orth-
odontists) for his hundreds of suc-
cessful cases and commitment to
orthodontic excellence with this
technique.

Dr. Gersch is also a clinical pro-
fessor at New York University Den-
tal School in the Post Graduate
Orthodontic Department, Co-Chair

of Invisilign Training at New York
University, and lectures nationally
to teach other dentists this new
technology.

There is a new clientele for invis-
ible braces. Although traditional
brackets produce beautiful results,
many would-be patients would never
wear them for fear of looking unat-
tractive during the process. Fortu-
nately, Invisiglign produces the same
results and is completely invisible.
A perfect smile can be achieved
without any metal wires or brack-
ets. Many adults and older teenag-
ers are opting for Invisilign braces.

Tax Collector Posts
Extended Office Hours
WESTFIELD – Westfield tax pay-

ments are due Monday, May 3.
The office of the tax collector will

be open on Monday May 3 from 8:30
a.m. to 7 p.m.

The last day to pay taxes without
interest is Wednesday May 5.

Interest will be charged beginning
on Thursday, May 6.

For more information contact Tax
Collector Susan Noon at (908) 789-
4051.

Westfield Fishing Derby
Set For This Saturday
WESTFIELD — The annual

Westfield Fishing Derby at
Mindowaskin Park will be held this
Saturday, May 1 from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. Plan to attend and have fun. For
more information, please contact
police officer Lisa Perrotta at (908)
789-6039.

Hetfield Geranium Sale
Set For This Saturday
MOUNTAINSIDE — The annual

geranium plant sale sponsored by the
Hetfield House, originally scheduled
for Saturday, May 8, has been moved
up to this Saturday, May 1, due to a
scheduling conflict.

The sale will start at 9 a.m. at the
Hetfield House, located adjacent to
the Mountainside Public Library, and
will continue until all the plants are
sold or until 5 p.m. Proceeds from
this annual event help support the
historic Hetfield House.
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JPMorgan Investments, a division of

CHASE INVESTMENT SERVICES CORP.
*Securities and investment advisory services are offered through Chase Investment Services Corp.

(CISC). CISC, a member of NASD/SIPC, is an affiliate of JPMorgan Chase Bank.

†Mutual funds are offered by prospectus. Please read the prospectus carefully before investing or
sending money. To obtain a prospectus, please contact your Personal Financial Advisor.
© 2004 J.P. Morgan Chase & Co. All Rights Reserved.

NOT FDIC INSURED No Bank GuaranteeMay Lose Value

JPMORGAN
INVESTMENT
EXPERTISE.

Now within 
your reach.

Why not TODAY?
Why not NOW?

CHASE Personal Financial ServicesSM now offers you what
no other bank can – JPMORGAN.

• Your Chase Personal Banker and JPMorgan Investments* Personal Financial

Advisor team up to create short- and long-term financial strategies for you

• JPMorgan Investments* offers you choices ranging from Stocks, Bonds, and
Mutual Funds,† to REITs, Exchange Traded Funds – and more

GET STARTED – with a complimentary financial plan today.
Call John Perrette at 973.285.2353 or stop by the office
at 302 East Broad Street in Westfield.

                 Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
CUBS VISIT TIMES OFFICE...Den 2, Pack 98 from Coles Elementary School
in Scotch Plains visited the offices of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times last month to learn how to make a newspaper.

Union County College
To Receive Federal Grant

WASHINGTON – Congressman
Mike Ferguson, R-N.J., announced
last week that Union County College
(UCC) will receive a $99,410 federal
grant from the U.S. Department of
Education to expand and upgrade
Internet technology capacity at the
college’s Cranford campus.

“As a former teacher, I know how
essential it is for students to have the
skills necessary to be successful in
the 21st century workforce,” Con-
gressman Ferguson said. “This im-
portant funding will help to give
UCC students the education and train-
ing that will translate into skills and
jobs in a range of high-skilled, high-
paying jobs.”

Specifically, the federal grant will
provide funding to improve the capa-
bility of the UCC’s Division of Eco-
nomic Development and Continuing
Education. That division issues tech-
nology- and industry-based certifi-
cates to qualifying students. Among
the division’s certificate programs that
will benefit from the federal grant are
print and graphic design; web design;
IT security and Homeland Security;
and medical coding.

The federal funding was part of the
annual appropriations bill - which
Congressman Ferguson voted for -
that finances the departments of La-
bor, Health and Human Services,
and Education.sert!   Dates: Mondays, April 19

and 26, and May 3 and 10. Times:
12 to 2 p.m.

Women’s Softball League:
Contact Yvette Easley at (908)
654-7131. Games will be played
at township ball fields beginning
at 6 p.m.  Fees and regulations are
set by league officials.  Season
begins mid-April  and runs
through mid-July.

One Day Trips: The Commu-
nity School of Scotch Plains/
Fanwood and the Scotch Plains
Recreation Department are jointly
offering the following day trips:

Historic Philadelphia, Indepen-
dence Hall, Saturday, May 1. Fee
is $35 per person.  Bus departs at
8:15 a.m. and returns approx. 6
p.m.  Register by April 1.  Bus
will leave from Park Middle
School.  Need a minimum of 15
people.

Touring and Tea at Liberty Hall,
Friday, May 14. Fee: $45 per per-
son.  Bus will depart at 12 noon and
return approx. 4:30 p.m.  Register
by April 14.  Bus will leave from
Brookside Park on Hetfield Avenue.

Adult Programs
Beginner Bridge Lessons:

Classes will be taught by Wendy
Golding, instructor for the past
four years.  You will receive hand-
outs each week to help you along.
There will be 25 minutes of in-
struction followed by questions/
answers and then hands-on play-
ing.  Need a minimum of eight
players to have the class. Dates:
Fridays, April 16 to June 18 (10
classes). Times: 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Intermediate/Advanced Bridge
Lessons: Wendy Golding, In-
structor, will teach the concepts
the class is most interested in
learning.  A syllabus is handed
out as well as a class schedule.
(need a minimum of eight play-
ers) Dates: Fridays, April 16 to
May 14 (five classes) Times:
12:45-2:45 p.m.

Sweet Gatherings: What’s Your
Specialty?  Cookies, brownies,
pies?  Bake your best creations
each week, bring copies of the
recipes and share your secrets with
friends.  Taste other delicacies,
swap ideas and enjoy your des-

Scotch Plains Recreation Events

ESSAY WINNERS…Frank Chupko, right, Commander of the Scotch Plains
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post, presented an award, medal, and savings bond
to Catherine Carberry, second from left, who won first place in the Mount Saint
Mary Academy section of the annual VFW essay competition. The essay topic
this year was  “My Commitment to the Future of America.” Pictured, left to
right, are: seated; Sister Lisa Gambacorto, Directress of Mount Saint Mary
Academy; Catherine Carberry of Metuchen; and Mr. Chupko; top row, second
and third place winner Justine McGowan of Garwood, Barbara Gleason,
moderator; and certificate of recognition recipients Christina Cerutti of
Flemington, Caitlin Snyder of North Plainfield and Soulaitu Funna of Edison.

Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events
Golf Class: (ages 8 to 13) Held on

the following Tuesdays from 3:30
to 5:30 p.m.: 4/27, 5/4, 5/11, 5/18.
Classes will focus on education on
the golf swing, care of the course,
and playing safely. Instructor Bill
McCluney, PGA Head Professional,
will hold classes at Oak Ridge Golf
Course in Clark. Fee: $80.

“Yoga For Life”: Come experi-
ence HATA Yoga, a unique mix of
stretching to release tension, elimi-
nate stress, and increase tone. Held
Thursday evenings from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. in the Municipal Build-
ing. Start date: Thursday, April 29.
Call for session dates and fees. Bring
your own mat.

“Total Toning”: Get in shape in
time for summer with a total work-
out that includes warm-up and cool
down exercises, mixed with some
light cardio kick boxing, Taebo and
floor work.  Held Monday evenings
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Start date:
Monday, April 26. Held in the Mu-
nicipal Building. Call for session
dates and fees. Bring your own mat.

Daddy-Daughter Dance: Calling
all Dads! Our Annual Dance will be
held on Friday, April 30, at The
Westwood from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
for grades Kindergarten through
sixth grade.  The evening will con-
sist of 5x7 father/daughter photo-
graph; hot buffet dinner and dessert,
disc jockey to play the hottest tunes,
and an entire evening of dancing
and fun. Cost: $36/per person.  Reg-

ister by April 26 to reserve a spot.
 Summer Camps: The Recreation

Department offers a variety of enjoy-
able summer camp programs. Camps
include but are not limited to: bowl-
ing, tennis, baseball, soccer, basket-
ball, roller hockey, wrestling, multi-
sports, sports squirts and the Sum-
mer Playground Program.

Teen Center: The Teen Center
will be open on select Friday eve-
nings during the school year from 7
to 11 p.m. for all high school stu-
dents.  The center is a safe and
enjoyable alternative and we hope
all high school students come check
it out. Located in the Municipal
Building.

The “Night Place”: This popular
program is offered to all resident
intermediate school youths. Held at
Edison Intermediate School from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Activities include
a disc jockey, food, games, movies
and dancing.  The cost is $2 in
advance and $3 at the door.  The
final Night Place event will be Fri-
day, May 7.

Memorial Pool News: The Me-
morial Pool has reached its capacity
for 2004.

Please register for the above pro-
grams in person at the Westfield
Recreation Department, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield,  (908) 789-
4080.. Visit us online at:
westfieldnj.net/townhall/recreation
and at westfieldtoday.com/
ParksRecreation.

Freeholders to Present Movies
In County Parks This Summer

AREA – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders announced
the first annual “Family Flix” series
to be presented during the months of
July and August in two county parks.

The four movies, all suitable for
family viewing, will be shown out-
doors. Both admission and parking
are free. Bring along a lawn chair or
blanket and a picnic basket with
snacks. There will be popcorn and
beverages available at the screening.

“This is a great opportunity for
families and friends to get together
in our fine county parks to enjoy
some wonderful entertainment un-

der the stars,” said Freeholder Chair-
man Angel Estrada. “The line-up of
outstanding films offers a variety of
entertainment for a wide range of
interests and tastes.”

The ‘Family Flix’ series will kick
off Tuesday, July 6, at Warinanco
Park in Elizabeth with the presenta-
tion of the Steven Spielberg movie
classic E.T., the Extra Terrestrial.
Showtime is 9 p.m. E.T., the Extra
Terrestrial is rated PG.

On Tuesday, July 20, also at
Warinanco Park beginning at 9 p.m.,
the movie version of Stuart Little
will be features. This is the story of a
mouse that is raised by a human
family and learns the true meaning
of family, loyalty and friendship.
Stuart Little is rated PG.

During the month of August, ‘Fam-
ily Flix’ will move to Echo Lake Park
in Mountainside for two more 9 p.m.
shows. On Tuesday, August 3,
Casablanca will be shown. On Tues-
day, August 17, the MGM classic,
The Wizard of Oz completes the se-
ries. The Wizard of Oz is rated G.

“Family Flix” presentations will
be during good weather only. For
updated information on the day of
the event, please call (908) 352-
8410.

Used Clothing Drive
To Be Held at SPFHS
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Music Boosters As-
sociation will hold a used clothing
collection on Saturday, May 8, from
8 a.m. to noon in front of the high
school at 641 Westfield Road.

The organization is seeking wear-
able and usable clothing, shoes, belts,
handbags and all linens. Stuffed ani-
mals may also be donated, no matter
how old. Donated items should be
placed in plastic garbage bags.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Music Department will re-
ceive a donation for the total pound-
age collected. www.goleader.com
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WF Reader Responds
To Temple Appeal Letter

I am responding to Simon Lack’s let-
ter expressing his “disappointment” that
Temple Emanu-El has appealed the de-
nial of its variance application by the
Board of Adjustment. Happily, we live
in a country where access to the courts is
available to anyone who feels they have
a claim, which should be reviewed by a
judge or jury. The fact that this or any
other community must budget for poten-
tial litigation is a small price to pay for
our freedom.

Stephen Barcan
Westfield

BOE Member Thanks
Voters For Support

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank the Westfield community for your
continued support of our school system.
Westfield has a long tradition of excel-
lence in education, as well as the com-
munity support upon which such excel-
lence depends. For the past three years,
it has been an honor to serve as a member
of the board of education, and I look
forward to continued service with an-
ticipation. There are few things more
important than providing the best educa-
tion possible for our children, and giving
them every opportunity to succeed. As
we look ahead, we face considerable
challenges including increasing enroll-
ment on top of higher costs. My col-
leagues on the board, the administration
and I, have and will continue to work
hard to achieve the goals and priorities
established with considerable commu-
nity input, to maintain and improve upon
the excellence of our schools, and to
maximize our resources and the value of
the services we provide. Your continued
support is crucial to our success. Once
again thank you.

Rich Solomon
Westfield

Westfield Runner Wants Drivers
To Pay Attention to Pedestrian Safety
With all of the interest in Westfield

and in your paper about traffic studies
and speed bumps and most of all, public
safety, I feel compelled to share a story
of my own. I’m an avid runner and on my
way home from Tamaques Park via
Rahway Avenue I was nearly flattened
by a speeding green SUV.

As a runner I’m well acquainted with
ways to be cautious on the road such as
running against traffic to see oncoming
vehicles and wearing bright clothing to
name a few. In fact I think since I began
running I’ve become a much more con-
scientious and cautious driver.

The car that nearly hit me was travel-
ing west on Rahway Avenue directly in
front of Edison School. Not only was the
driver speeding he or she was passing a
vehicle over a double yellow line in a
school zone. What is that, 15 points right
there? I consider myself lucky not to
have gotten tagged, especially in front of

Winning Mountainside BOE
Candidate Venes Thanks Voters

Citizens Have Right
To Challenge Decisions
Made by Govt. Bodies
I was disturbed to read Simon Lack’s

letter to the editor last week, in which
he attacked the temple and essentially
a person’s right to challenge the ac-
tions of a governmental body. Last
time I checked, in this country we all
still had the right to appeal the deci-
sions of municipal bodies that we be-
lieve are incorrect or question their
actions.

For example, we have the right to
express our opinions for or against the
parking deck, even if the town incurs
legal fees as a result. Appeals of deci-
sions of zoning boards of adjustment
and planning boards occur frequently,
and there are laws and court rules
specifically addressing such appeals.
Decisions do get reversed when a court
determines the decision was “arbitrary,
capricious or unreasonable.”

Is Mr. Lack advocating eliminating
our right to appeal decisions of mu-
nicipal agencies, which we believe are
incorrect?

Russell Finestein
Westfieldmy daughter’s school.

I have had the good fortune of living
and working in this town for more than
20 years and I know that the people who
live here and the often under appreciated
police department really care about the
safety and welfare of our community.
It’s a shame that common sense and safe
driving habits have become so uncom-
mon.

I hope, if nothing else, my letter draws
some attention to pedestrian safety, I
know people think we runners tend to
rule the road, but even if I hadn’t been
out Wednesday morning this driver
would have been breaking laws all over
the place. If anything at least remember
you’re driving in the most precious part
of town- in front of our schools. Oh well,
I’ve got the license plate number.

Mike Cleary
Westfield

During the campaign for the Board of
Education election I walked the streets
of our town distributing information
about myself and my views on educa-
tion. As I walked, I talked with children,
parents and taxpayers alike. I made nu-
merous telephone calls to you asking for
your vote, and exchanged ideas with
many of you. But just as important as my
reaching out to you, was your reaching
out to me. You offered me your sugges-
tions and made known your concerns
and for this I am most appreciative. For
now that the election is over and you
have chosen me to serve on the board of
education, I will be in a position to
address your needs and concerns. And
this I will do.

I am most thankful to those of you

who made the effort to come to the polls
on Election Day and cast your votes for
me. Not only do I thank each and every
one of you, but I congratulate you. The
voter turnout in Mountainside was 16
percent. While this may not impress you
as a large turnout, it was not only one of
the highest in Union County, but above
the traditional average of 9-13 percent.
This turnout and show of interest sup-
ports the fact that good public schools
are a reflection of a community.

I will reaffirm what I stated to you
during the campaign: I will work to the
best of my ability to present all the
residents in Mountainside. That having
been said, I must get to work.

Carmine Venes
Mountainside Board of Education

Baseball Opening Day
Was a Huge Success

The Opening Day Ceremony for
Westfield Baseball was such a great
event. As I watched a sea of people
walking down St. Marks Avenue, a
proud feeling of community came over
me. This event embodied what
Westfield is and shows that it is a great
place to live. This combination of boys
and girls, parents and coaches, who
volunteer their time and talent, was a
good reflection of the make up of this
town. It brought out the nostalgic days
of our youth and all that is good. I hope
this new tradition sticks with us for a
while.

I would like to thank all the women
of Westfield Baseball who made Open-
ing Day possible. I would especially
like to thank the two women who started
it all, Sandy White and Shawna
Monaghan. Their vision, commitment,
endless hours and hard work made
Opening Day something to remember.
I appreciate all that they have done for
our children and this community. They
are the true diamonds of Westfield
Baseball!

Nancy Hartzell
Westfield

Why is the Mayor Trying to Shove
This Garage Down Our Throats?

Up until now, I have pretty much
stayed out of the parking deck fray but I
feel compelled to relay a story to the
mayor. My children attend Franklin
School, as do the mayor’s, and I recently
got together with a group of other moth-
ers to work on a school project. As we
were working, the issue of the garage
came up and of course, all of the mothers
were in agreement—no one wanted it.
As evidenced by every single town coun-
cil meeting, the residents of Westfield,
good caring hardworking citizens of this
town, are overwhelmingly opposed to a
deck.

Exasperated, one mother finally raised
her head from her work and asked, “Why
is the mayor trying to shove this garage
down our throats?” We were all silent.
No one had an answer. Another parent,
who had grown up in Greenwich, Con-
necticut discussed how they had built a
deck in that town and she, as well as
others, still drive around until they find
a space in the street, and there always is
one. “It’s creepy,” she says of the ga-
rage. “I don’t want to park there.”

Please don’t think that she is alone in
this way of thinking. According to data
collected in a Violence Against Women

Survey, 67 percent of women say that
they worry about using parking garages
because they don’t feel safe. Aren’t
women the primary target for the north
side deck? Mothers, grandmother, teen-
age daughters-these are the affluent shop-
pers that come downtown each day. And
most of them will continue to drive
around and clog up intersections and
park even further from town to avoid the
deck. In fact, many of them may just
keep going until they reach the mall in
Short Hills. At least once they park
there, they will be able to walk around in
a temperature-controlled climate. Is that
what we’re competing against?

I, in no way, mean this letter to be a
personal attack.  In fact, I do believe the
mayor ultimately wants to do what is
best.  But I also know that if I were in his
position, I would want to know what
everyone is thinking.  Please examine all
of the alternatives, as initially outlined
in the “eleven principles” before going
forward. And listen to the townspeople,
not just to the greed of a few merchants,
as a good mayor should.

Maria Boyes
Westfield

BOE Election Turnout
Is a Sad Commentary
It is a sad commentary on civic re-

sponsibility when less than 3,000 regis-
tered voters in Westfield turn out to vote
in the Board of Education election, and
only 2,300 vote on the school budget.

Considering the size of our town, those
numbers reflect such a low level of citi-
zen participation that it can hardly be
called participatory democracy. Where
are the participants? The issues stem-
ming from these school board and bud-
get votes are extremely important, par-
ticularly in these times of rampant gov-
ernment deficits and dwindling federal
and state education funding.

With these types of voter numbers, it
can only be concluded that few care
about whether we are getting good value
from our education system, or whether
we even want to know what is going on
in our education system. That is ex-
tremely shortsighted, since the abilities
of future generations depend upon the
quality and efficiency of our education
system today. It also sets a very poor
example for today’s children, who will
be tomorrow’s voters.

Charles Stotter
Westfield

Donors, Volunteers to Road Races
Thanked by WF Rec. Commission

The Westfield Recreation Commis-
sion and Department would like to take
this opportunity to thank all those who
sponsored, volunteered and partici-
pated in our 14th Annual Road Races
held on April 24.

Saturday was a beautiful day for
over 200 runners who came out to
participate in our 1-Mile Fun Run and
5-Miler. Plaques were awarded to the
top finishers and Medals awarded to
the Fun Run participants.

Spencer Smith of Westfield broke
the Westfield 5-Miler 10-year course
record of 25:39 by Tim Ensign of
Westfield by 26 seconds. The new
course record to beat is 25minutes and
13seconds.  Congratulations Spencer
Smith!

This event helps to raise money in
support of the commission’s drug and
alcohol free programs. Proceeds will
be put directly towards Project Gradu-

ation – Bash 2004 for high school
seniors that the Commission tri-spon-
sors with the Optimist Club of
Westfield and the High School PTO.

We hope this annual event contin-
ues to grow and receive the continued
support of the community. The com-
mission acknowledges the area busi-
nesses and organizations whose kind
support helped to enable the Depart-
ment to run a safe and successful event:
Hershey’s Deli,  Town Bank of
Westfield, PROforma Printing, Cen-
tury 21 Taylor & Love Inc., TC Graph-
ics, Anthony James Construction, The
Mattress Factory, Leventhal Family
Chiropractic, Kirkwood & Gachko,
LLP, Penny Pray Antiques, Vicki’s
Diner, Drug Fair, JMK Auto Sales,
Weldon Materials Inc., Ferraro’s,
ShopRite, Culligan, and Westfield
Mortgage.

Thank you all for your assistance
and a special thanks to our Recreation
Department Staff, the police depart-
ment, the First Aid Squad, DPW and to
all those who participated in the event.
For race results please go to:
www.compuscore.com.

The Westfield Recreation
Department

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ctenidium – Respiratory organ of a

mollusk
2. Adminicle – Help; support
3. Conculcate – To trample under foot
4. Banian – A Hindu trader or mer-

chant

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ANATREPTIC
1. Refuting; defeating
2. Having the shape of a funnel
3. Well-formed; symmetrical
4. Unable to secrete saliva

BEZAN
1. A fur-lined gown
2. A cotton cloth from Bengal
3. A Brazilian parakeet
4. A large cape, or short, full cloak

worn in the first half of the nineteenth
century

CHIRAGRA
1. Gout in the hand
2. A handkerchief
3. A fish net
4. Strong beer or ale

STRIGINE
1. Of or like an arrow or arrowhead
2. Resembling a pea in shape and size
3. Pertaining to an owl
4. Pertaining to tortoises or turtles
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Submitted by Lorre Korecky
Board Trustee

Town Attorney Was Not Right to Call
Resident Out of Order at Council Mtg.

I believe some additional detail is
needed to fully appreciate the commo-
tion caused by Robert Cockren at the
last town council meeting, as described
by your paper. Mr. Cockren, who sprung
to his feet and declared that I was “out
of order”, is the Town Attorney and is
not the Parliamentarian. He had no
greater rights than any other attendee of
the meeting. He certainly had no legal
right to make tumultuous pronounce-
ments, disrupt the proceedings and cre-
ate a dangerous environment. It is un-
deniable that he created a hostile situa-
tion, as the Town Clerk felt the need to
summon law enforcement. Any other
resident who sprang to their feet, with-
out color of law, to make tumultuous
pronouncements would have been ar-
rested for Disorderly Conduct under

N.J.S.A. 2C:17-1.
Of course, if Mr. Cockren had sim-

ply reviewed the Town Code, he would
have realized that “residents” are per-
mitted to speak for a cumulative 10
minutes. There is nothing in the code
to suggest that a resident cannot re-
serve time for rebuttal. In past counsel
sessions, rebuttal comments have been
permitted and I was within my rights
to seek to give additional comments.
Of course, had the mayor announced
that rebuttal commentary would not be
permitted at that session, there would
not have been an issue.

What is truly out of order, is that Mr.
Cockren sat on his hands when non-
residents were permitted to speak dur-
ing the open comments portion. Sec-
tion 2-66 of the Westfield Town Code
limits the right to address the counsel
to “[t]ax payers or residents.” Most of
the people who spoke in favor of the
deck were non-resident business own-
ers, their employees and even shop-
pers from towns as far away as
Maplewood, who find parking in
Westfield not up to the standards of
other malls. Although the Downtown
Westfield Corporation had interns call
commuters on the, so called, parking
list and encourage them to attend, no
commuters showed up. That’s some
kind of commuter parking crisis! The
only people who spoke in favor of the
parking deck were those who would
directly profit from them —business
owners, mostly non-residents and non-
resident shoppers— at the expense of
residents. Not a single commuter has
stepped forward to call for the build-
ing of decks. Perhaps that is because
they know that the mayor is manipu-
lating the parking list to falsely justify
the decks.

James Abate, Esq.
Westfield

This continues a series spotlight-
ing the 22 community service agen-
cies that are part of the United Fund
of Westfield. These agencies reflect
the needs of today’s society. Those
who seek help are provided with
people-oriented services that are par-
tially funded through contributions
to the United Fund of Westfield.

* * * * * * *
One of the oldest service agen-

cies in Westfield is Youth and Fam-
ily Counseling Service (YFCS).
Begun in 1918, its director, Milton
Faith, is beginning his 40th year
providing individual,  family,
couples and group counseling for
ages six and older.

The primary goal of YFCS is to
enable the individual and family to
utilize their strengths and abilities
and live more comfortable and pro-
ductive lives through the resolution
of conflicts and stresses. The staff,
which is mostly part-time, consists
of seven professionals, including a
consulting psychiatrist, a psycholo-
gist and several licensed clinical so-
cial workers.

The United Fund of Westfield pro-
vides support for YFCS to help
supplement fees for therapy.

In addition to clinical work, on
behalf of YFCS, Milton Faith still
leads the 9/11 Support Group; works
with schools and churches on family
issues such as divorce, as well as in
times of crisis; is the first lay mem-
ber of the Westfield/Mountainside
Ministerium Associates, and helps
prepare volunteers at CONTACT We
Care for their work with telephone
crisis intervention services.

Compared to his earlier experi-
ences in counseling, Mr. Faith notes
that there are more apparent prob-
lems starting at a younger age, par-
ticularly with teenagers. Here are
two of many problems brought to his
attention:

“Dina,” a 15-year-old girl whose
parents divorced six months ago,
began to show signs of depression at
school and at home. She did not hand
in homework assignments, study for
exams, or participate in class activi-
ties. At home, she became more with-

drawn and did not respond to her
friends’ phone calls.

The therapist at Youth and Family
Counseling was able to stop Dina
from internalizing her anger and anxi-
ety, and helped her express her feel-
ings. Family counseling with each
parent enabled Dina to talk out her
feelings. Her parents’ reassurances
of love for her, expressed in therapy,
enabled Dina to feel more hopeful
about the future. Old patterns of good
performances at school and involve-
ment with her peers returned.

“Bob” had difficulty graduating
from high school and finally, at age
19, went to an out-of-town college.
Unfortunately, he took with him un-
resolved problems with authority,
poor self-image issues, and anger
control difficulties.

Bob’s parents denied that there
were problems within the family and
never sought help. Bob remained at
college for one year, but had to leave
and return home because of constant
arguments with the professors (whom
he saw as difficult authority figures).

Once Bob returned home and the
pre-existing conflicts began again,
Bob and his parents came to YFCS,
where they were able to identify
some of the main issues in the rela-
tionship: power struggles and con-
trol issues.

The father was able to identify his
self-righteous attitude and the mother
was able to strengthen herself toward
her husband. Bob became aware of
his tendency to transfer his hostility
onto others. Today, Bob is complet-
ing his Ph.D. in psychology and hopes
to be an asset to others who are in
pain and trouble.

Youth and Family Counseling Ser-
vice is one of 22 agencies supported
by the United Fund of Westfield. For
more information about how to sup-
port these local service organiza-
tions, please call Linda Maggio,
Executive Director of the United
Fund of Westfield, at (908) 233-2113.
For information about the services
provided by the Youth and Family
Counseling Service, please call (908)
233-2042 or visit
www.westfieldnj.com/yfcs.

Local Business People Should Become
More Active in Their Local Associations

One of the best ways for local businesses to impact
policies and develop ways to improve their lot is to be
active in local business associations. For this area, the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (which includes
Mountainside and perhaps Garwood), the Fanwood
Business and Professional Association and the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional Association exist for
these purposes. Membership is open to all.

Still, these organizations find it difficult to generate
active participation although their membership bases ap-
pear numerous. It seems like most members exist in name
only. This is regrettable and a great opportunity is wasted.

A few members end up doing all the work, thinking
and proposing with little support or impact. Views
narrow. This frustrates creative thinking and stymies
developing solid proposals. It also results in weakness
for the organizations when presenting ideas and wishes
to local authorities.

Further still, the business associations of our towns
don’t join forces or work with each other – they don’t
reach out. Scotch Plains doesn’t work with Westfield,
which doesn’t work with Cranford and so on. This is
another opportunity lost.

Most of the business association leaders say they lack
funding. So, they create directors who quickly become
charged with money raising duties. It can become an
end in itself. Overwhelmed, the organizations may
forget their advocacy role and the original mission can
become lost. In addition to advocacy and talent sharing,
the business associations can be fine social and shoulder
rubbing groups too.

In our view, business associations have a different

mission than Special Improvement Districts (SIDs). SIDs
are essentially arms of local government composed of
those chosen by government and funded by tax dollars
with a mission as directed by government. To the extent
that business associations tend to mimic SIDs, in our view,
is a mistake. They are two distinctly different types of
organizations with different membership and charters.
Both have merit.

Thirty years ago, the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce published a bi-monthly publication called FOCUS. In
that publication, the organization was described as repre-
senting the local businesses of Clark, Garwood, Mountainside,
Scotch Plains and Westfield. It seemed in the publication that
there was considerable interaction between towns, including
Cranford and Union, as well as others.

The president of the Westfield Chamber in 1973 was
William Palle. A resident of South Orange and comptrol-
ler of Cosmair in Clark, he was named to the post at the
Sleepy Hollow Inn in Scotch Plains. Then too, three
Westfield businessmen were named to the Westfield
Chamber Board: Robert Haines, Jr. of Westfield, former
owner of Lancaster Ltd; William Moore of Middlesex,
owner of Classic Studio; and William Thomas of Roselle,
executive with the National Bank of New Jersey. It
seemed like a fun group.

Granted, most business operators have little time these
days. But, we think it would be advantageous for them to
become a little more involved in their business associa-
tions. It should prove worthwhile and one might find fun
and relaxation. It would generate interesting conversation
should the local business leaders of our various towns get
together occasionally and chat about common issues.

See it all in Color!
www.goleader.com

More Letters
On Pages 5 & 17

The Needs of Today’s Society:
Youth and Family Counseling Service
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PTA Vice-President Thanks Those
Who Help to Make a Differnce

The Park Middle School PTA would like
to publicly acknowledge the entire staff of
Park Middle School as we celebrate Na-
tional PTA Teacher Appreciation Week,
May 3-7.

Park Middle School is a special place
where students receive attention and en-
couragement from the dedicated group of
professionals who work there. The middle
school years are very challenging and the
students at Park are fortunate to have this
group of adults to accompany them on their
educational journey. The staff helps to in-
stall in our children a love of learning and a
positive attitude about themselves that they

will carry with them throughout their lives.
On behalf of every member of the Park

family, the PTA would like to thank each
member of the staff, Principal Lisa
Rebimbas, Assistant Principal Kevin
Holloway, the teachers, secretaries, aides,
cafeteria staff and custodians for making a
real difference in our children’s lives. We
also thank them for fostering the care and
concerned atmosphere that makes Park a
wonderful place to spend the middle school
years.

Jerilyn Campbell
Park Middle School PTA

Scotch Plains

April 18 Bike Race Was Wonderful,
Should be Downtown Next Year

The bike race that took place on April
18, was wonderful. We were lucky
enough to have the racers pass on the
street, next to our house. The colorful
riders raced by in a flash. The weather
was perfect and everyone I spoke to
thought the race was great.

My wife and I did what many of my
neighbors did. We had Sunday breakfast
outside and watched the races. The event
was well run and ran like a fine watch.
The bails of hay and the roadblocks were
all picked up on time. Leaving our neigh-
borhood exactly as it was. Kudos to the
organizers.

Afterwards we heard the race circuit
for next year, will be moved to the center
of town. That makes good sense. Let the
businesses take advantage of the crowds
watching. I can see the outside tables

filled with people cheering the racers on.
A circuit for next year could use a

figure eight and cross at East Broad and
Elm, crisscrossing the center of down-
town. All the businesses would benefit.

Once the redevelopment is finished
we could change the course circuit to
take advantage of our new town. The
course could start on the fourth floor of
the south side parking deck. Bikers could
race down the winding ramp out to South
Avenue, turning left on Central Avenue,
go under the bridge and cross over North
Avenue and left on Elmer. They could
then take a right on Elm Street and up the
ramp of the north side parking deck, to
the top.

The future looks bright for Westfield.
Richard Dobra

WestfieldWestfield Resident Claims Parking
Deck Not Worth the Compromise

Mayor and Town Council Should
Build Reasonable Sized Decks

“Be careful what you wish for, you just
might get it.” Supporters of the commuter
parking deck would be best to remember
this old adage, as the implications of build-
ing a commuter parking deck along South
Avenue become clear.

1) Delays and congestion on roads in
close proximity to the deck are very well
documented in the towns’ sponsored traffic
studies.  Many intersections are “unaccept-
able” now and get much worse with rede-
velopment.

2) Strain on town services (e.g., addi-
tional police and fire dept. support and
equipment) road infrastructure and schools.
These costs haven’t been considered in the
various financial models.

3) Is the perceived convenience of a
parking space worth compromising safety
and security? The proposed four-story park-
ing deck structure will be particularly diffi-
cult to police and protect.

4) Are residents willing to compromise
the likelihood of future development projects
of this size based upon the precedence set by
approving this project? As reported in The
Leader, a local developer had already pro-
posed an 87,000-square foot building and an
additional 300 space parking deck in town.

5) Are permit holders satisfied with the
present parking accommodations? If so, are
they willing to support permit fees approach-
ing $90 per month for a deck they don’t need.
Would residents support a parking deck,
while about 100 parking spaces sit unused in
the commuter parking lots each day?

There are claims that this deck is for the
future of Westfield, and there are risks of

doing nothing. For example, prospective
homebuyers won’t move to Westfield be-
cause they can’t get a parking permit quickly,
and that South Avenue is in need of im-
provement.

In my judgment, any credible homebuyer
who wouldn’t move here because they
couldn’t get a permit probably doesn’t fully
appreciate the many positive aspects this
community offers. Note that this “short-
age” of new residents hasn’t affected de-
mand, as many homes in town have nearly
doubled in value over a short period of time
(including a prolonged recession).

As for improving South Avenue, how
does building a 600-foot long, four-story,
70 plus unit apartment complex and 1,100
parking space deck classify as an “improve-
ment” to a residential town such as ours?

This may be true in larger metropolitan
cities, where certain areas are in need of a
major facelift (like a K. Hovnanian devel-
opment project in Newark or Jersey City),
but not here.

Do commuter deck proponents consider
the new Union County Police Headquarters
on North Avenue an improvement to
Westfield? The proposed South Avenue
redevelopment structure is nearly as high
and about five times it’s size.

Call me old-fashion, but with an increase
in traffic, strained infrastructure, decrease
in safety and quality of life, and an increase
in taxes, all for solving the “crisis” of a
permit wait list, these aren’t improvements
we need for the future.

William West
Westfield

I’ve lived in Westfield since 1978,
and I’ve been selling residential real
estate in town since 1986.

One year before Emerson Thomas
passed away, I called him to see if he were
interested in selling a particular property
that he owned. Mr. Thomas and I had a
few very amicable conversations over the
last few years of his life. We got on the
subject of decks in town. He told me that
he had tried to get a deck approved in
1950 when he was mayor. That was 54
years ago! He still believed, as I do, that
we need parking decks for commuters,
shoppers and downtown employees.

I have lost at least 15 different buyers
to other towns because of the four to six
year waiting list for commuter parking
spaces. If the town doesn’t build a deck,

I wouldn’t blame the commuters if they
formed a group, along with downtown
merchants and sued the town for inac-
tion on an obvious need. Our once dying
downtown has been rejuvenated with
national chain stores but they need park-
ing. I’ll bet that 30 to 40 percent of
Saturdays traffic downtown is people
circling looking for parking space.

To get to the point, we need the South
Avenue and Prospect Street decks. Re-
tail on South Avenue and residential
condos on Prospect Street would com-
pliment the decks very nicely.

For Westfield’s future, please support
and ask the Westfield mayor and town
council to build reasonably sized decks.

Peter Hogaboom
Westfield

FUN RUN...Kids are off to a running start at the Westfield’s Recreation
Department’s 1-Mile Fun Run on April 24.

Resident Provides Other Options
For Parking Deck, Redevelopment

I am a 42-year resident of Westfield.
I attended Wilson and Grant Elementary
Schools, Roosevelt Jr. High School, and
graduated from Westfield High School.
I have seen the town or Westfield at it’s
worst, at it’s best, and now, headed in
God knows what direction.

As a resident, an executive and a parent
in Westfield, it is my obligation to point
out the issues that I believe are inherent in
the decision to build or not build, addi-
tional parking spaces in town. Here is what
I see the issues at hand to be, and how I
believe they should be addressed for the
benefit of all residents and businesses.

To all the newcomers to Westfield,
our town didn’t always look like this. I
used to walk to Roosevelt Jr. High through
town, and the most important retailers
there where The Leader Store, Lancasters
and Ted’s Smoke Shop. Maybe throw in
Woolworths for pet supplies. We had a
drug store on the corner of East Broad
and Elm (now a travel store) that had the
worst selection of elderly toilets, bed-
pans and walkers in its display windows.
Coffee shops (none) and small mom and
pops shops and barber shops. What you
see now is new over the past few years.

Westfield has become an outdoor Short
Hills Mall which I believe (as Martha
Stewart would say) is a good thing. The
stores that have opened have come here
because of our demographics, spending
power etc. But, I am sure, that some-
where, a promise, whether implied or
stated, was made to create additional
parking to “encourage their investment”
in Westfield. These retailers survive on
profits. Profits come from sales, sales
come from foot traffic and foot traffic
comes from visitors shopping. More visi-
tors, more foot traffic, more sales and
more profits. Simple business econom-
ics. Trust me when I say, that when or if
Westfield doesn’t make economic and
fiscal sense, these national retailers will
be gone. Most are tenants, not owners.
So, if you want them to stay, to keep the
downtown vibrant and exciting, we must
offer some appeasement (sic).

I will also say this, I personally do not
believe we currently have a lack of park-
ing. The problem lies in the allocation of
the parking spaces. With more retailers
doing business in town, they are bring-
ing in more employees. These employ-
ees are competing with the shoppers for
parking. I can’t tell you how many times

I have seen employees run out to spots
on Elm, or Quimby etc. to feed the meter
in front of the store they work. I also
don’t know of many shoppers that
wouldn’t pay more for convenience park-
ing. Also, train parking permits are be-
ing horded by non-commuters.

Therefore, with all this in mind, I
offer the following solution:

1) Build a one-level deck behind The
Gap or Rialto for employee-only parking:
These sites do not restrict or reduce any
quality of life issues of a neighborhood.
They will not increase traffic, only man-
age it better. The Gap site is ideal as it is
totally hidden from view. “Businesses
only” would be able to purchase an allo-
cation of spots per square foot of retail
space (TBD) to help support the costs. All
cars would require a permit to park here.

2) Raise on-street meter prices to 25
cents for 15 minutes. If you are an em-
ployee working an eight hour shift, paying
$8 a day for parking would be a deterrent.
Also, cap the feed time to one hour. Most
in-towners are short-term parking.

3) Forget retail and apartment space as
part of the deck scenario. You want a long
term nightmare? Westfield is going strong
now, so the idea seems viable, but, have a
downturn, and you have some scary situa-
tions. We’re all educated adults in this
town, figure that one out. But then again,
maybe we do need another sub shop?

4) Create a way to pull back unused
parking permits at the train station. We
all know someone that doesn’t use the
train parking, but keeps renewing be-
cause they are afraid on losing it. That is
why the train lot looks empty! There is
plenty of parking. Only the permits are
being horded. Yearly renewals with proof
of monthly train pass purchases for 9 out
of 12 months preceding for example.

That is it in a nutshell. Yes, I know what
I am talking about, and yes, it is an impor-
tant issue that is becoming divisive. Mark
Ciarrocca you’ve been here as long as me.
You know the situation. I call on you
particularly to take a leadership role in
this, as you are one of us. Work on a
resolution based on facts and needs assess-
ment, and I’m sure my recommendations
will make more of a positive impact on
Westfield than name calling and arguing if
the long term interests of Westfield are in
fact, what is important to us all.

Chris Nelson
Westfield

Former Mayor Boothe Praises Temple
For Holding Meeting on Same Sex Issues

I commend Temple Emanu-El for
holding the recent meeting on same sex
issues; the temple has long been willing
to assist where others were unwilling to
tread.

That said, this whole issue of same sex
rights is rapidly proving to be a classic
example of the law of unintended conse-
quences. These proposals will adversely
affect a lot of people who have no inter-
est in this issue, and will keep lawyers
[my pre-retirement profession] busy and
financial and other matters unsettled for
decades to come.

More specifically, the recent New
Jersey law instantly added to our under
funded New Jersey public employee re-
tirement plans an unknown and unknow-
able for years multitude of entitled part-
ners. Actuaries can estimate deaths, etc.
in setting rates, but how does anyone
figure how many registered partners will
emerge in the future? Yet all these people
are entitled now to step forward and
claim pension benefits they did not have
a few months ago. And we taxpayers are
being hammered by mishandling of bud-
geting for state employee pension mat-
ters as it is.

How many private companies will
eliminate pension plans because they
cannot abide this suddenly imposed ex-
tra pension expense - thus hurting a lot of
others having no involvement or interest
in same sex issues. What of the New
York City proposal that any contractor
with the city must provide benefits for
partners - how many businesses will go
under for failure to qualify for city con-
tracts solely on this requirement? More
innocently hurt people.

Real estate titles and estates will be

messed up as people say they are entitled
to, or have courts modify or set aside,
laws and expectations in expensive liti-
gation, again affecting innocents on the
other side of transactions, including resi-
dential real estate closings.

Recently, The New York Times reported
a ceremonial “marriage” in British Co-
lumbia of two men, both Seattle resi-
dents. Move one to, say, Massachusetts
and the other to, say, New Jersey - as the
saying goes in law school, “what are the
rights and liabilities of the parties?”

Now the City of Asbury Park govern-
ing body in what I consider completely
irresponsible behavior for municipal
officials is going to press for the right to
have municipal officials issues licenses
in contravention of clear present law. Of
course there is litigation. Should the
Asbury Park taxpayers, already getting
state assistance for their schools, see
their tax dollars spent on social issues
litigation? I for one, as a genuine certi-
fied state taxpayer, think not and object.

This list is endless, and items in the
paper expand it daily. If ever a subject
required careful thoughtful discussion,
analysis and drafting, this is it. Rights
strictly between people, eg medical visi-
tations, passage of property, can be done
by careful legislation or by simple agree-
ments and powers of attorney. Matters
affecting others, eg pensions and tax-
payer costs for same, are public policy
issues requiring much thought. Unfortu-
nately in a rush to quick fix, and maybe
seek votes and being loved, elected offi-
cials are creating future chaos beyond
estimate.

Garland “Bud” Boothe
Westfield

Mackie Furniture
Featuring: Harden • Lexington • Moose Head

Nichols & Stone • Statton • Madison Square • Superior
320 Somerset Street, North Plainfield

Call for a phone quote.

908-756-3274
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 10 to 5

HALF the
STORE

at
1/2 PRICE!

CLEARANCE SALE

609338
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Miss Kirstin Lauer and J.D. Murphy

Miss Kirstin Lauer
To Marry J.D. Murphy

Miss Kate T. Diggory and John R. Dening

Battiloros Welcome
Daughter, Linnea

Christopher and Jana Battiloro of
Edison have announced the birth of
their first child, daughter Linnea Faith
Battiloro, at 12:21 a.m. on Tuesday,
March 30, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Linnea weighed 7 pounds and 1
ounce and measured 20 inches in
length at birth.

The baby is the fourth grandchild
for her maternal grandparents, Lorna
and Jan Knost of Charlestown, R.I.

She is the first grandchild for pa-
ternal grandparents Judith and Paul
Battiloro of Westfield.

Linnea is the great-granddaughter
of Elizabeth Chrone of Westfield
and the late Lucy M. Battiloro.

Miss Kate T. Diggory
To Wed John R. Dening

Mrs. Bobbi Lauer of Westfield and
Gerhard Lauer of Fords have an-
nounced the engagement of their
daughter, Miss Kirstin Lauer of
Flanders, to J.D. Murphy, also of
Flanders. He is the son of Ms. Dor-
othy Murphy of Prattville, Ala.

The bride-elect graduated from
Westfield High School in 1989 and
from Kean University in 1998. She is
an accountant with New York Life

Investment Management in
Parsippany.

Her fiancé graduated from
Prattville High School in 1988. He
served in the United States Marine
Corps from 1988 to 1994 and partici-
pated in Operation Desert Storm. He
is employed as a restaurant manager
at Cité in Manhattan.

The couple plans to be married in
the summer of 2005.

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Diggory of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Kate Thomas Diggory, to John
Reynolds Dening. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Deke Dening of New

Providence.
The bride-to-be, a 1995 graduate

of Westfield High School, earned a
bachelor’s degree in elementary edu-
cation from Messiah College in
Grantham, Pa. in 1999.

She currently is pursuing her
master’s degree in technology edu-
cation at the College of Saint Eliza-
beth in Convent Station and is a third
grade teacher at St. Rose of Lima
School in Short Hills.

Her fiancé is a 1995 graduate of
New Providence High School and
earned both a bachelor’s degree and
a master’s degree in civil engineer-
ing from The Cooper Union in New
York City. He is employed by URS
Corporation, an engineering firm in
Wayne.

The couple will be married in July
and will reside in New Jersey.

People For Animals to Hold
Benefit Walk on May 16

COUNTY – People for Animals
will sponsor its annual Walk for
Animals, benefiting homeless cats
and dogs awaiting adoption, on Sun-
day, May 16, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The event will be held at Nomahegan
Park in Cranford.

All are welcome to join the walk,
with or without a dog. The walk is
approximately two miles, but par-
ticipants may walk a shorter dis-
tance.

To register, please call (908) 688-
1073 and select menu option 5. A
sponsorship sheet will be mailed or

faxed upon request.
Participants are asked to sign up

as many sponsors as possible to
pledge funds for the walk. Each
person who turns in at least $75 in
donations on the day of the walk
will receive a free People for Ani-
mals T-shirt.

Every dog that participates will
receive a bag of doggie goodies.
There will be refreshments for all,
plus contests with prizes for the
dogs. Christine Nagy of Z100 Radio
will serve as honorary chairwoman
and have autographed pictures.

Miller-Cory to Highlight
‘18th Century Star Gazing’

Center For Hope Sets
Benefit Wine Tasting
WESTFIELD – The Center for

Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
will sponsor a Wine Tasting Night
Out on Tuesday, May 18, from 7 to
9:30 p.m. at the Northside Trattoria,
located at 16 Prospect Street in
Westfield.

The cost is $40 per person. Hors
d’oeuvres will be served, and a silent
auction is also planned for the
evening.

All proceeds from this fundraiser
will help to provide terminally ill
patients with natural, humane care
known as hospice and their families
or loved ones with physical, emo-
tional and spiritual support.

For tickets or further information,
please call Donna at (908) 233-3805.

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, May
2, the Reverend John Mills of
Fanwood will present a program on
“18th Century Star Gazing” between
2 and 5 p.m. at the Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield.

Visitors will learn how and why
the colonists were so involved with
astronomy and star gazing as a con-
tinual seasonal activity.

Individuals sought guidelines for
the planting and harvesting of crops,
while celestial formations were also
of interest to seamen in selling their
products, studying the tides and as-
sisting in navigation.

Janet Murphy of Kenilworth and
Sherry Lange of Cranford, mem-
bers of the museum’s Cooking Com-
mittee, will prepare food over the
open hearth using methods prac-
ticed in the 18th and 19th centuries.
Taste treats will be available for
visitors to sample.

Costumed docents provide tours
of the Colonial farmhouse to visi-
tors, who are also invited to stop by
the museum’s gift shop, managed
by Deborah Bailey of Westfield.
The gift shop features a variety of
teas, books, crafts and Colonial re-
productions for sale.

Admission to the museum is $2
for adults, 50 cents for students and
free for children under age six.

On Sunday, May 16, the museum
will present a “Band Box Demon-
stration” by museum volunteer
Eileen O’Shea of Summit. For more
information about the museum,
please call (908) 232-1776.

Upcoming Five-Miler
To Benefit Our House
AREA – The fifth annual Our

House five-miler will return to Sum-
mit on Sunday, May 2, starting at 1
p.m. at The Green, located at Broad
and Elm Streets in Summit. This
year’s race will feature a Men’s and
Women’s Masters Championship
component.

Prize money awarded will be
$3,500, and runners and volunteers
will be eligible for random prize
drawings. Joe’s American Bar & Grill
and Papa-Razzi of Short Hills will
provide pre- and post-race refresh-
ments to runners.

Additionally, a special race will be
held for children with developmen-
tal disabilities ages six to 21. There is
no charge to participate, and each
individual will receive a T-shirt,
medal and refreshments.

Anyone interested in taking part in
the race, volunteering that day, spon-
soring a portion of the event or pro-
viding raffle prizes may call Karen at
(908) 464-8008, extension no. 122.
To register online, please visit
www.active.com. The registration fee
is $23 for all participants.

Proceeds from the event will sup-
port services and programs for ado-
lescents and adults with develop-
mental and learning disabilities.

Financial Seminar
Offered to Women

SCOTCH PLAINS – A free semi-
nar entitled “Financial Strategies for
Today’s Woman” will be held on
Monday, May 10, from 9:15 to 10:30
a.m. in the Community Room of the
Scotch Plains Public Library, located
at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Lois Dick, an independent repre-
sentative of Primerica Financial Ser-
vices, a member of Citigroup, will be
the presenter.

Her topics will include taking con-
trol of one’s finances; retirement plan-
ning; assessing one’s financial situa-
tion and goals, and achieving those
goals. Seating is limited. To reserve
a space, please call (888) 317-2975.

Girl Scouts Announce
5K Race at Area Park
COUNTY — The Girl Scouts of

Washington Rock Council (GSWRC)
will hold a 5K Run on Saturday, May
15, at Cedarbrook Park in Plainfield
to benefit local Girl Scouting pro-
grams.

The 5K race will be followed by a
Two Mile Fun Walk. The fee is $15 on
or before Monday, May 3, and $18
after that date. A T-shirt only is $10.

Race day registration will begin at
7:30 a.m., the 5K race at 9 a.m., Fun
Walk stretching at 9:30 a.m., and the
Two-Mile Fun Walk at 10 a.m. There
will be water stations during and
refreshments after the race. The
course is certified and sanctioned by
the USATF-NJ.

Registration materials may be
picked up in advance on Thursday,
May 13, from 5 to 8 p.m. at the
GSWRC office, 201 Grove Street,
East, in Westfield. Forms may also
be printed online at
www.westfieldnj.com/girlscouts, un-
der News and Events. For more in-
formation, please call (908) 232-
3236, extension no. 1206.

Exhibit to Spotlight Westfield
During Lewis and Clark Era
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Historical Society will feature a com-
panion exhibit to the touring exhibit
on the Literature of Lewis and Clark,
which will open Monday, May 3, at
the Westfield Memorial Library.

Entitled “What was going on in
Westfield at the time of the Lewis
and Clark Expedition?”, this exhibit
will also be on display at the library,
located at 550 East Broad Street.
Both exhibits are scheduled to run
through Friday, July 16.

The companion exhibit will in-
clude a copy of the handwritten act
passed by the Legislature on January
27, 1794 by which residents of what
was then known as the West Ward or
the West Fields of Elizabethtown
achieved independence.

Also featured will be an elaborate
map showing how Westfield shrank

to its present size; a description of the
Town Trunk that contained the entire
municipal treasury, which in 1794
amounted to just over $63, and photo-
graphs and illustrations of buildings
from that era, such as the Miller-Cory
House, that are still standing today.

The exhibit will also contain a
reproduction of a Central Railroad
of New Jersey stock certificate, high-
lighting the most important event in
the development of Westfield – the
arrival in 1839 of the railroad from
Elizabethtown. Additionally, the ex-
hibit will include a brief history of
the schools in Westfield.

The Historical Society is currently
planning a town museum to be housed
in the town-owned Reeve House on
Mountain Avenue, where it hopes to
present displays on Westfield area
history on a continuing basis.

Spring Sale and

TRUNK SHOW
Sat. May 1st - Sat. May 8th

J. Winthrop & Co.
F i n e  J e w e l r y  a n d  G i f t s

233 North Ave. E.    Tuesday-Saturday
Westfield, NJ  10am-5:30 pm

(908) 232-8199   Thursday til 9pm

Meet Vera Bradley Representative
on Thursday, May 6

Ministerium to Observe
National Day of Prayer

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Ministerium is in-
viting area residents to take part in its
National Day of Prayer observance
on Thursday, May 6, from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m.

The event, which calls on people
to seek God’s blessings, will be held
at the Village Green adjacent to
Scotch Plains Township Hall, 430
Park Avenue. Participants are en-
couraged to bring lawn chairs.

In the event of rain, the observance
will take place at the Scotch Plains
Baptist Church, located at the corner
of Park Avenue and Grand Street.
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SALUTE TO AN EAGLE…Eagle Scout Michael Sherry, left, of Westfield’s Boy
Scout Troop No. 77, is presented with a Certificate of Distinguished Service from
members of the West Fields Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution, in
recognition of the computer-based guide to Revolutionary-era gravesites that he
created as his Eagle project. Pictured with him, from left to right, are: Dr. George
Gross, the Reverend Donald Hummel, and Dr. George Hill.

Eagle Scout Michael Sherry
Honored at S.A.R. Dinner

WESTFIELD — Eagle Scout
Michael Sherry, a member of Boy
Scout Troop No. 77 of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Westfield, re-
cently received a Certificate of Dis-
tinguished Service and a United
States Savings Bond from the West
Fields Chapter of the Sons of the
American Revolution.

Michael, the son of Thomas and
Dolores Sherry of Westfield, was
presented with the award at the
chapter’s annual dinner meeting. The
meeting, which featured an address
by former Mayor Garland “Bud”
Boothe, Jr., was held March 31 at the
Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield.

The certificate recognizes outstand-
ing personal service exemplifying
American ideals. Michael was hon-
ored for his creation of a computer-
based guide to more than 1,000 Revo-
lutionary-era gravesites in Rahway
Cemetery, where the written records
had been lost in an 1806 fire.

He performed the service as his

Eagle Scout project, and the record-
ing process included photographing
and computer tabulating headstone
information.

Newly-elected chapter officers for
2004-2005 include William Millar,
President; Warren Fristensky, Bruce
Ryno and Robert Duncan, Vice Presi-
dents; C. Marlin White, Treasurer;
John Lawson, Secretary and Color
Guard Captain; Dr. George Gross,
Registrar; the Reverend Donald
Hummel, Chaplain, and Harry Jester,
Historian.

Additionally, Don Clark, Christo-
pher Beck and Stephen Clarke were
named as Trustees.

First Baptist Singles
Post May Meetings

WESTFIELD – Widowed, divorced
or never-married persons are invited
to meet at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield on Sunday mornings for
coffee, cake and lively discussions
dealing with single living.

The next meeting dates are May 2,
9, 16, 23 and 30 at 9 a.m. Meetings are
held in the lower level meeting room
of the church, located at 170 Elm
Street. A $2 donation is requested and
all are welcome.

Among other group activities are
winter movie nights, summer picnics
and holiday get-togethers. For more
information, please call (908) 889-
5265 or (908) 889-4751.

Caregivers Meeting
Scheduled Monday

WESTFIELD – A support group
for individuals caring for elderly
or chronically ill loved ones will
meet this Monday, May 3, at 8
p.m. in the Parish Center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
located on Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield.

Meetings are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month.
These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information,
please call Marilyn Ryan at (908)
232-1867.

Distinguished Rabbi to Lead
Seminar on Spiritual Issues
WESTFIELD — The Union

County Torah Center in Westfield will
welcome scholar, lecturer and phi-
losopher Rabbi Manis Friedman on
Sunday, May 2, for “A Glimpse Be-
hind the Curtain: A Daylong Journey
through the Spiritual Cosmos.”

This three-part program, to be held
from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., is being of-
fered as part of the spring session of the
Torah Center’s Jewish Literacy Program.

The seminar will open with Rabbi
Friedman’s discussion of “To Believe
or Not to Believe” at 11 a.m., in which
he will examine the origins of faith
and how intelligent people can sus-
pend logic and just believe.

“Do Bad Things Happen to Bad
People?” will be presented at 1:30
p.m. This discussion on coping with
life’s challenges will explore predes-
tination and free choice, and whether
painful situations are a matter of per-
ception or real experiences.

“Souls, Coming and Going,” to be
discussed at 3 p.m., will focus on the
soul and the body, and what the
Kabbalah teaches about life after death.

Rabbi Friedman is also an author
and founder of the Bais Chana Insti-
tute of Jewish Studies in Minnesota,
the world’s first Yeshiva (school of
Jewish studies) exclusively for

women, where he serves as dean.
The cost for the complete daylong

program is $30 for one person or $50
per couple, which includes a buffet
lunch and refreshments throughout
the day. Free babysitting is available.

The Torah Center is located at 418
Central Avenue. For more informa-
tion and to make reservations, please
call the Torah Center at (908) 789-
5252 or send an e-mail to
rabbiblock@torahcenter.org.

Classes to be Offered
In Moving Meditation
WESTFIELD — Moving Medita-

tion classes will be offered on con-
secutive Mondays, May 3, 10, 17 and
24, at the First Congregational
Church, located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield.

Afternoon and evening classes are
scheduled at 1 and 7 p.m. in Room 21
on the second floor of the church’s
McCorison Christian Education
building.

Moving Meditation is described
as a simple, graceful movement based
on ancient Asian Qigong wellness
systems. It is performed standing up,
with the goals being to reduce stress
and increase flexibility.

Laura Berzofsky, a certified Inte-
gral Tai Chi and Qigong instructor,
will lead the group. The classes, spon-
sored by the church’s Board of Chris-
tian Education, are designed for be-
ginners, and ordinary street clothing
is appropriate.

Free will offerings will be accepted
to benefit the church’s outreach pro-
grams. For more information or to
enroll, please call Ms. Berzofsky at
(908) 232-0169. Weekly drop-in stu-
dents will also be welcome.

Willow Grove Plans Program
On Bible Versus The Passion
SCOTCH PLAINS — A discus-

sion comparing the Bible to Mel
Gibson’s movie The Passion of the
Christ will take place on Saturday,
May 8, at 8 a.m. at the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church, located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

All are welcome to attend and
share their views. The women of the
church will provide a free egg, sau-
sage and cheese casserole breakfast
to all participants. Babysitting will
be available in the church’s Children’s
Ark Nursery.

Following breakfast, the Rever-
end George Betz, Interim Pastor, and
August Ruggiero, church Christian
Education Elder, will lead a presen-
tation examining a series of ques-
tions and facilitate an open dialogue.

The questions will include “What

is in the movie that is not in the
Bible?” “Why did Christ suffer such
a brutal death?” “What does the Bible
tell us that wasn’t in the movie?” and
“What did Christ’s death accom-
plish?”

In April, 40 people attended a free
breakfast and discussion of the movie
presented by Willow Grove’s Men’s
Fellowship Group.

Interested individuals are asked to
confirm plans to attend by Thursday,
May 6, but those without reserva-
tions will also be welcome. For more
information or to make reservations,
please call the church office at (908)
232-5678 and leave a message for a
return call.

Individuals may also e-mail reser-
vations to wilgrv@netzero.com. Per-
sons needing the services of a
babysitter are asked to indicate the
number of children and their ages.
Willow Grove Church is handicapped
accessible.

Panel Discussion Set
On ‘Future of Israel’
SCOTCH PLAINS — “The Fu-

ture of Israel: Views Across the Po-
litical Spectrum” will be the focus of
a discussion at Congregation Beth
Israel in Scotch Plains this Sunday,
May 2, from 7 to 9 p.m.

Guest speakers will include Rob-
ert Friedman from Honest Report-
ing; Nirit Ben-Ami, Jews Against the
Occupation; Barbara Spack,
Hadassah’s Division of Israel, Zion-
ist and International Affairs, and
Dorothy Zellner, City University of
New York (CUNY) School of Law. A
question-and-answer period will be
included.

Congregation Beth Israel is lo-
cated at Martine Avenue and Shalom
Way. This congregation’s Israel Sup-
port Committee will sponsor this
event. Admission is free and light
refreshments will be served.

Pre-registration is required and
may be done by calling (908) 889-
1830 or sending an e-mail to
cbi.office@verizon.net.

Cannonball House
To be Open May 2

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Osborn
Cannonball House Museum, located
at 1840 Front Street in Scotch Plains,
will be open to visitors on Sunday,
May 2, from 2 to 4 p.m.

A collection of hats, spanning a
period of more than 150 years, will
continue to be on display. Costumed
docents will give tours of the mu-
seum, built circa 1760. There is no
admission fee.

Junior Women to Sponsor
Town-wide Garage Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Junior Woman’s Club has an-
nounced that the fourth annual Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Town-wide Garage
Sale will take place on Saturday,
May 22.

Residents hold their own sale and
keep all profits. Upon registering for
the event, participants are listed on a
detailed map posting all homes and
items for sale at each location. Maps
will be distributed for free in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.

Applications may also be picked up
at the following locations: Scotch Plains
Public Library, Fanwood Bagel and
Palmer Video. All applications must
be received by Monday, May 17.

To participate, please send a check
for $15, made payable to SPJWC
Garage Sale, to P.O. Box 284, Scotch

Plains 07076. Individuals should in-
clude their complete address and
items for sale (example: furniture,
clothes, toys).

Proceeds benefit local charities.
Last year’s event, which included
nearly 200 homes, supported organi-
zations such as the Interfaith Council
for the Homeless; the Tiny Tim Fund;
the Early Childhood Learning Cen-
ters in Chatham; the Education and
Enrichment Foundation of Scotch
Plains and the Scotch Plains Library.

The scheduled rain date for the
garage sale is Sunday, May 23. For
more information, please call (908)
889-5153. A non-profit community
service group, the Scotch Plains Jun-
ior Woman’s Club is a member of the
General Federation of Women’s
Clubs.

LECTURE FOLLOWED BY Q&A
THURSDAY, MAY 20, 2004, 7 :30 P.M .

KENT PLACE SCHOOL F IELD HOUSE

42 NORWOOD AVENUE

SUMMIT, NEW JERSEY 07902-0308

TICKETS : $25 ADULTS / $10 STUDENTS

(WITH STUDENT ID)

F O R M O R E I N F O R M AT I O N A N D

T I C K E T P U R C H A S E , P L E A S E C A L L

( 9 0 8 )  2 7 3 - 0 9 0 0 , E X T. 3 1 3  O R V I S I T

W W W. K E N T P L A C E . O R G

KENT PLACE SCHOOL

PROUDLY PRESENTS T H E

10 T H A N N I V E R S A RY

S P E A K E R S S E R I E S 2 0 0 4

AWA R D - W I N N I N G

A R C H I T E C T,
D E S I G N E R , S C U L P TO R

MAYA
LIN
PROJECTS AND PROCESS

Michael Emanuel to Speak
At Local Church Tomorrow
WESTFIELD – Michael Emanuel,

a national correspondent for Fox
News Channel, will be the featured
speaker at a program tomorrow, Fri-
day, April 30, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Bouras Center of the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church in Westfield.

He will discuss “Covering the
World in the 24-Hour News Busi-
ness.” Time will be allotted for ques-
tions.

This event, sponsored by the
church’s Cultural and Special Events
Committee, is free and open to the
public. Refreshments will be served.
The church is located at 250 Gallows
Hill Road.

Mr. Emanuel grew up in Westfield,
where his family still lives, and at-
tended Westfield public schools and

the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church. He is the son of Olga and
Sam Emanuel.

A graduate of Rutgers University,
he joined Fox News in 1997 as a Los
Angeles-based correspondent and
later worked in the same capacity in
Dallas, Tex.

He reported from Kuwait City dur-
ing Operation Iraqi Freedom last year,
and covered the war on terror from
Pakistan and Afghanistan following
the September 11, 2001 attacks.

Mr. Emanuel also covered the death
of Princess Diana, Lance Armstrong’s
win at the Tour de France, and the
2002 Winter Olympics from Salt
Lake City, as well as George W.
Bush’s gubernatorial and presiden-
tial elections.

 

Susan Auer Receives Award
In Quarter Horse Program

WESTFIELD – Susan Auer of
Westfield recently earned an award
for logging 2,000 hours in the Ameri-
can Quarter Horse Association
(AQHA) Horseback Riding Program.

The program recognizes and re-
wards AQHA members for time spent
with their American Quarter Horses
in activities such as trail rides, work-
ing cattle, pleasure driving and sim-
ply riding.

Current AQHA members complete
a program application and pay a one-
time $25 enrollment fee. Each en-
rollee receives an official AQHA log
sheet to record their hours driving or
riding an American Quarter Horse.
Participants need not own their own
horse, but all official hours must be

accrued with a registered American
Quarter Horse.

The first award, a program recogni-
tion patch, is given after only 50 hours
have been logged and verified. Patches
and nine subsequent awards are pre-
sented at 100 to 5,000 hour levels and
range from merchandise gift certifi-
cates from Drysdales Western Store
to a Montana Silversmith trophy belt
buckle at the highest level.

Additionally, at both the 500-hour
and 5,000-hour award levels, recipi-
ents receive recognition in The Ameri-
can Quarter Horse Journal, AQHA’s
monthly magazine.

For more information about AQHA
and its programs, please visit
www.aqha.com or call (806) 376-4811.
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John De Marco to Perform
Mel Torme at AIDS Benefit

AREA – The AIDS Benefit Com-
mittee of New Jersey will present its
first benefit concert, “John De Marco
Sings Mel Torme” at the New Jersey
Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) on
Saturday, May 15.

Doors will open at 7 p.m., with the
concert starting at 7:30 p.m. Food,
cocktails and beverages will be avail-
able.

Mr. De Marco’s guest stars will be
singer Richard Skipper and come-
dian-singer Angela LaGreca.
Coldwell Banker Residential of New

Jersey and Rockland County, N.Y. is
the sponsor for the event.

A lead singer for the Follies Bergere
in Paris for many years, Mr. De Marco
has also performed in New York, Las
Vegas, Nev. and Miami, Fla. He has
additionally appeared at Danny’s
Skylight Room and Judy’s Chelsea
in New York City.

Tickets are $75 and may be pur-
chased from NJPAC by calling toll
free, (888) 466-5722, 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. Monday through Saturday, and
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday.

Tickets also may be ordered online
at www.njpac.org/ or at the NJPAC
box office, One Center Street in New-
ark. Proceeds from this event sup-
port the AIDS Benefit Committee of
New Jersey.

DEATH NOTICE
Paul Malloy, 78, Ph.D., Exxon Retiree;

Was Involved in Church Programs

– Obituaries –

Paul L. Malloy, Ph.D. died on Fri-
day, April 16, at the Franciscan Oaks
Health Care Center in Denville. He
was 78 years old.

Born in Boston, Mass., he gradu-
ated from Boston College
and received his Doctor-
ate in Chemistry from
Fordham University. He
was employed at Exxon
Research and Engineer-
ing in Linden for 35 years,
retiring in 1986, and
served in the United
States Army during
peacetime.

Mr. Malloy lived in
Westfield for 27 years.
He was a communicant of the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church and
was active in church programs, lead-
ing Confraternity of Christian Doc-
trine classes and Renew sessions to-
gether with his wife, Catherine
(Kate). He moved to Egg Harbor
Township in Atlantic County in 1991,
and then to Denville in 2003. He was
a communicant at St. Mary’s Roman
Catholic Church in Denville.

In November of last year, Mr. and
Mrs. Malloy celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary at a party hosted
by their children in Bethlehem, Pa.

Mr. Malloy will be remembered by
those who knew him for his great
humor, his open heart and his dedi-
cation to his family.

In addition to his wife, Catherine,
Mr. Malloy is survived by
his children, John and his
wife, Jane, of Bethlehem,
Pa.; Neil and his wife,
Maria, of Columbia, Md.;
Paul and his wife, Joanne,
of Toms River; Mary
Malloy and her husband,
Gil Wager, of Portsmouth,
N.H.; Kathleen Malloy
and her husband, Steve
Toby, of Livingston;
Walter and his wife,

Elaine, of West Caldwell, and Jo-
seph and his wife, Kathleen, of
Lynchburg, Va. Mr. Malloy is also
survived by 16 grandchildren and
two great-grandsons.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Monday, April 19, at St. Mary’s
Church in Denville.

Arrangements were by the Norman
Dean Home for Services Inc. in
Denville.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the American Diabetes As-
sociation.
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Paul L. Malloy

Frances Crampton, 87, CSH Volunteer;
Member of FUMC For Over 50 Years

Frances R. Crampton, 87, of
Westfield died on Tuesday, April 20,
at her home.

Born in Elizabeth, she was a long-
time resident of Westfield.

Mrs. Crampton was a member of
the First United Methodist Church
of Westfield for over 50 years, and
a volunteer at Children’s Special-
ized Hospital in Mountainside for
more than 30 years. She was also a
member of the Exxon Annuitants
Club.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Alton B. Crampton, and by a
son, Tom Lloyd Crampton.

Surviving are a son, James
Richards Crampton; two daughters,
Sally Crampton Bogert and Barbara
C. Rowland; two sisters, Grace Pe-
ters and Jean Hoffman; eight grand-
children and a great-grandchild.

Funeral services were conducted
on Friday, April 23, at the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to Children’s Specialized Hospital,
150 New Providence Road,
Mountainside 07092.
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Eleanor R. Zweifel, 80, Was Loan Clerk;
Novelist and Stephen Ministry Member

Eleanor R. Zweifel, 80, of Scotch
Plains died on Tuesday, April 20, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in Plainfield, she had lived
there before moving to Scotch Plains

50 years ago.
Prior to retiring in 1990, Miss

Zweifel had been employed as a com-
mercial loan clerk at the United Na-
tional Bank in Plainfield for 37 years.

Active with the Church of the Holy
Cross in North Plainfield, she was a
Vestryperson, served on the Altar Guild
and volunteered at the Thrift Shop.

She also was the former Treasurer
of the Episcopal Church Women’s
Guild and a member of the Stephen
Ministry, a nationwide society of
Christian caregivers.

Miss Zweifel had authored the
novel “The Return of the Giant,”
which was published in 1992.

She is survived by her first cousin,
Phyllis Abel of Whitehouse Station.

A memorial service will be held at
10 a.m. on Saturday, May 8, at the
Church of the Holy Cross.

Arrangements are by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Church of
the Holy Cross, 40 Mercer Avenue,
North Plainfield 07060 or the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 325,
Scotch Plains 07076.

April 29, 2004

Ruth E. Hamill, 85
Ruth E. Hamill, 85, of New Provi-

dence died on Sunday, April 25, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born and raised in New Provi-
dence, she had lived in Millington
before returning to New Providence
34 years ago.

Mrs. Hamill was a member of the
Murray Hill Canoe Club and the
Murray Hill Hiking Club. She also
was a former member of the All
Saints Episcopal Church in
Millington.

Surviving are two sons, Russ
Hamill of Fanwood and Mark Hamill
of Plainfield; four grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren.

Private services will be held today,
Thursday, April 29.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.
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AARP Chapter Set to Elect
Officers at Monday Meeting
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area

Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons
(AARP) will hold its next general
meeting on Monday, May 3, in The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield’s
Assembly Hall. It is located at the
corner of East Broad Street and
Mountain Avenue.

The social period with refresh-
ments will begin at 1 p.m., followed
by a brief business meeting. Elec-
tion of officers and directors will
also take place.

Guest speaker Betty Heuser, Co-
ordinator for the AARP New Jersey
Capitol City Task Force, will present
a program on the AARP’s role re-
garding the recent 2002 Law for
Medicare and Prescription Drug Im-
provement and Modernization. Op-

tions for long-term care services
and property tax relief will also be
discussed.

Members are asked to donate
canned and boxed grocery items for
the needy, as well as wool for the
knitting group.

Trips and Tours Chairwoman
Marie Stauder is accepting reserva-
tions for two multi-night trips, in-
cluding a five-day trip to Canada in
June and a six-day, seven-night bus
trip to Chicago in October. She may
be reached at (908) 889-6769.

During Monday’s meeting, mem-
bers may also make reservations for
the chapter’s annual spring luncheon
to be held Tuesday, June 1, at noon
at The Westwood in Garwood. Lun-
cheon Chairwoman Marie Stock
may be reached at (908) 925-2536.

Red Cross Lists Courses
In Lifesaving For May

WESTFIELD – The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross has announced its May
classes/courses in lifesaving skills. All
will be held at the chapter offices,
located at 321 Elm Street in Westfield.

A Child CPR (Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation) class will be offered on
Tuesday, May 4, from 6 to 10 p.m.
This course deals with emergencies
involving children ages one to eight
years old. On Tuesday, June 1, an
Infant CPR class (birth to 12 months
old) will be held from 6:30 to 10 p.m.

Both classes address breathing
emergencies and CPR. A combina-
tion class (offering both certifications)
will be held Thursday, May 20, from
5:30 to 10:30 p.m.

Adult CPR will take place on Tues-
day, May 18, from 6 to 10:30 p.m.
This class will cover choking,
breathing and cardiac emergencies
in adults. It also will include train-
ing in AED (automated external
defibrillator) use.

Community First Aid and Safety,
which features training in all three
(infant, child and adult CPR) and First
Aid, will be offered on Saturday, May
8, from 9 a.m. to 6:15 p.m.

First Aid Basics is scheduled for
Thursday, May 13, from 6 to 10 p.m.
and Thursday, May 27, from 6:30 to
10:30 p.m. Participants will learn how
to check the condition of conscious
and unconscious victims and how to
recognize and respond to life-threat-
ening bleeding, sudden illness and
injuries.

CPR for the Professional Rescuer
class (infant, child, adult, two-person
CPR and AED) will be offered on two
Saturdays. The class will be held on
May 15 and May 29, from 9 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. each day.

This course is intended for indi-
viduals who have a duty to respond to
emergencies, such as lifeguards, emer-
gency medical technicians and
healthcare professionals.

The CPR for the Professional Res-
cuer Re-certification course is for those
who hold this current certification but
need to renew. It will be held on Sunday,
May 16, from 1 to 5 p.m. and Monday,
May 24, from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m.

Pre-registration is required. To regis-
ter for a class or for more information,
please call the chapter at (908) 232-
7090 or email johnsonl@crossnet.org.
For a complete listing of all health and
safety courses, please visit
www.westfieldmtside-redcross.org.

More Community News

Ruth Wight Dietz, 90, Art Teacher;
Consultant Wrote For Newspapers

Ruth Wight Dietz, 90,  of
Mountainside died on Monday, April
26, at her residence.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she grew
up in Westfield and moved to
Mountainside in 1950.

A 1935 graduate of the Newark
School of Fine and Industrial Arts,
Mrs. Dietz last worked for the
Mountainside Board of Education
as a substitute art teacher for three
years before retiring. She wrote in-
terior design articles for The
Mountainside Echo and The Subur-
ban News.

She also was a decorating con-
sultant for B. Altman’s department
store in Short Hills, and a consultant
for Pierson’s in Summit and Carpet
Decor in Millburn.

She was predeceased by her hus-

band, Kenneth E. Dietz, in 1992.
Surviving are a daughter, Bonnie

D. Cutting of Chester; a son, Philip
K. Wight of Wichita, Kan.; two
brothers, Philip  G. and Donald A.
Wight, both of Bemus Point, N.Y.;
four grandchildren and a great-
grandchild.

A memorial service is set for 11
a.m. tomorrow, Friday, April 30, at
the Community Presbyterian Church
in Mountainside. Burial will be pri-
vate. There will be no visitation.

Arrangements are by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made to the Atlantic
Home Care and Hospice, 33 Bleeker
Street, Millburn 07041.
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Connolly to Wrestle
For West Virginia

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior Eric Connolly has com-
mitted to wrestle for West Virginia
University in the fall.

Eric is very pleased and excited to
become a Mountaineer. He is going to
be majoring in Criminal Justice and
hopes to work for the FBI in the future.

Eric Connolly

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Joseph Yarussi, 79, Navy Veteran;
Owned Area Auto Body Business

Joseph Yarussi, 79, of Tuckerton
died on Monday, April 26, at South-
ern Ocean County Hospital in
Manahawkin.

Born in Westfield, he had lived in
Cranford for 15 years before relocat-
ing to Tuckerton 20 years ago.

Mr. Yarussi had owned and operated
Yarussi’s Auto Body in Roselle Park for
25 years prior to retiring 20 years ago.

He was a United States Navy vet-
eran of World War II.

Surviving are two daughters, Karen
DiBattista and Doreen Kraycirik; a
son, Joseph Yarussi; two sisters, Helen

Materia and Mary DiNizio; two
brothers, Pete Yarussi and James
Yarussi, and four grandchildren.

Visitation will take place from 2 to
4 and 7 to 9 p.m. today, Thursday,
April 29, at the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered at 10 a.m. tomorrow, Friday,
April 30, at the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield. Inter-
ment will be at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

April 29, 2004

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Project
Pride, a program of the state Depart-
ment of Corrections, will come to
Governor Livingston High School on
Tuesday, May 11.

The program brings minimum cus-
tody offenders from state correctional
facilities into schools to speak about
their personal experiences with drugs/
alcohol.

The main purpose of the project is
to offer youngsters a first-hand look
at how drug and alcohol use and abuse
can adversely impact their lives. The

Project Pride Program
To Impact GL Students

information is provided so that the
student can consider the consequences
when confronted with making their
own personal choices.

In addition to the May 11 program,
which will be monitored by the
program’s creator, Michael Ritter of
the New Jersey Department of Cor-
rections, Project Pride alumnus Kevin
Price will share his story with the
students.

The scheduling of the event at this
time of the year is to increase student
awareness during prom weekend.
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Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought

BREAKAWAY FROM TELEVISION…Brunner Elementary School in Scotch
Plains participated in International TV Turn Off Week with over one-third of
the students in Kindergarten through fourth grade pledging to turn off their
televisions for one week. The purpose of the event is to take a healthy break from
television and re-focus on activities that are more academically, socially, and
physically rewarding. There were daily themes for the students to motivate and
encourage them. Pictured, above, students from Terri Spencer’s PM Kinder-
garten class show off their hats during “Hats Off to Reading” Day.

Landscaping Project Planned
At Grounds of BOE Building

WESTFIELD — On Saturday, May
15, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., a commu-
nity landscaping project will take place
on the grounds of the Westfield Board
of Education Administration Build-
ing at 302 Elm Street.

Organizations such as the Garden
Club of Westfield, the Rake and Hoe
Garden Club of Westfield, the
Westfield Parent Teacher Organiza-
tions, the Rotary Club, as well as
individuals, are donating $100 to 150
towards the purchase of shrubs or
trees and will also help to plant them.

Parker Gardens in Scotch Plains and
Williams Nursery in Westfield are pro-
viding a discount toward purchases for
the project. The Westfield Public Works
Department has offered wood chips
from the Conservation Center.

Arlene Gardner of the Westfield
Board of Education has extended an
invitation to scout groups, families
and individuals to “come with shov-
els, trowels and other gardening tools
and join us in planting new flowering
trees and shrubs.”

The school board is also accepting
financial donations toward the
project. Checks can be made out to
the Westfield Board of Education
and mailed to the attention of Robert
Berman, Business Administrator, 302
Elm Street. A notation should indi-
cate “landscaping project.”

“We are thrilled that people are
responding so enthusiastically to help
make this very visible corner in town
more attractive,” explained Ms.
Gardner. “The board would like to
accomplish this without taxpayers
dollars, so the volunteer effort is
essential to the success of the project.”

For further information about the

community landscaping project or
to sign up for the May 15 planting
program, please call the Office of
School/Community Relations at
(908) 789-4463.

AWARD-WINNING TEACHER…Stacie DeChristopher, this year’s Philhower
Fellowship recipient, is pictured, above, with her entire first grade class.

Area Union Catholic Students
Earn First Honors Distinction
SCOTCH PLAINS – Sister

Percylee Hart, Union Catholic
High School Principal, reported
the names of local students who
achieved First Honors for the Third
Marking Period.

Seniors achieving First Honors
distinction included Westfielder
Christine Milazzo, Scotch Plains
resident Kevin Del Mauro and
Fanwood students Rachel Diken,
Daniel Sandiford, Kimberly
Schurtz, and Bryan Smith.

Juniors on the First Honors ros-
ter included Scotch Plains resi-
dents Alexis Dedousis, Lindsay
Keough, Laura Mortkowitz, Erin

O’Connor, Cheryl Ritter, and Kyle
Schoendorf, as well as Fanwood
pupils Natasha Larrinaga and
Rachel Rota.

Sophomore students placed on
the list included Westfielder Brianne
Lojo, Mountainside resident
Meaghan Geislinger, Scotch Plains
students Julianne Berger, Caitlin
Feeley, Ashley Meyn, and Berkeley
Heights pupil Caitlin Mahler.

Freshmen placed on the First
Honors roster included Scotch
Plains residents Kevin Cassidy,
Timothy Deegan, Matthew Flynn,
and Fanwood resident Megan
Dyckman.

Union County Courts
Makes Presentation
To Classes at GLHS

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — Law-
yers and judges from the Union
County Court System presented a
program to the Criminal Justices
Classes at Governor Livingston High
School (GLHS) on April 20.

This on-going program fosters
communication between the courts
and the local youth, and provides
education on how the courts are used
to peaceably resolve disputes.

Lawyers, Greg Mele and Michael
Borneo’s presentation to the students
included discussion of hypothetical
cases and a question and answer pe-
riod.

Copies of “You Have the Right –
Your Rights as a Young Person in
New Jersey” were distributed to all
students.

Stacie DeChristopher Receives
Rotary’s Philhower Fellowship

WESTFIELD — Stacie
DeChristopher, first grade teacher
at McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield, is the 2004 recipient of
the Westfield Rotary Club’s
Philhower Fellowship in recogni-
tion of outstanding teaching at the
elementary school level.

Kenneth Ciarrocca, President of
the Rotary Club, will present Mrs.
DeChristopher with the award at
the Rotary Club luncheon on Tues-
day, May 11, at  which Mrs.
DeChristopher will be the guest of
honor. She will also be honored at
a reception at McKinley School on
Tuesday, May 4, at 7:30 p.m. prior
to the meeting of the Westfield
Board of Education.

Mrs. DeChristopher began her
teaching career in the school dis-
trict in 1998 at McKinley School as
a first grade teacher. A graduate of
Douglass College, where she re-
ceived a Bachelor of Art degree in
English, she received her certifi-
cate in Early Childhood Education
from Felician College.

Included in the many Philhower
nominations received on her behalf
were comments from parents who
commended Mrs. DeChristopher’s
“ability to maintain order and hap-
piness in a very diverse classroom.
. . providing differentiated instruc-
tion under her own initiative before
it was required or even taught to the
faculty.”

A parent of a current student
wrote, “Mrs. DeChristopher goes
beyond academics and teaches life
lessons that truly help shape what
sort of person a child will become.”

Another letter stated, “As col-
lege professors we are familiar with
the demands of the teaching pro-
fession and have quite high stan-
dards for our children’s education.
We found Stacie DeChristopher to
be an outstanding teacher, who from
day one, demonstrated her obvious
and genuine joy in teaching by
being approachable and motivat-
ing in and out of the classroom.”

One of Mrs. DeChristopher’s stu-
dents, in a writing assignment about
a famous person, selected her
teacher. The first grader wrote:
“Mrs. DeChristopher is famous for
her amazing teaching and for being
so nice.”

Another first grader wrote, “She
is the best because she never yells
and doesn’t care if your work is
perfect. She just cares if it is your
best. I love my teacher.”

Principal of McKinley School
Claudia Andreski, and a former
Philhower recipient herself, called
Mrs. DeChristopher “Sunshine in a
bottle. There isn’t anything she
wouldn’t do to help children learn,”
stated Mrs. Andreski. “She is com-
pletely dedicated to children and is
so deserving of this award.”

Superintendent of Schools and
former Rotary President Dr. Will-
iam Foley congratulated Mrs.
DeChristopher for becoming the
12th recipient of the Philhower Fel-
lowship. He also thanked the Ro-
tary for “its recognition of this
meaningful profession.”

“The Philhower Fellowship was
established in 1993 by the Rotary
Club to honor former Westfield edu-
cator and Rotarian Charles
Philhower and to recognize the im-
portance of teaching in the elemen-
tary grades,” explained Dr. Foley.

Charles Philhower, who died in
1962, was supervising principal (su-
perintendent) of the Westfield
schools for 30 years - from 1917 to
1947 - and was co-founder and past
president of the Rotary Club of
Westfield.

Last year’s Philhower Fellow was
Michelle Moise, third grade teacher
at Tamaques Elementary School.
Other Philhower recipients include:
Carole Kling, fourth grade teacher
at Franklin Elementary School;
Anna Jane Sabbagh, a former third
grade teacher at Jefferson Elemen-
tary School; Trista Pollard, fifth
grade teacher at Tamaques School;
Eva Morton, Washington Elemen-
tary School third grade teacher;
Angela LaCarrubba, second grade
teacher at Wilson Elementary
School; Mrs. Andreski, a former
Jefferson School fourth grade
teacher who is currently principal
of McKinley School; Bette Tuthill,
who taught fourth grade at
McKinley and is now a teacher in
the Achieve/Math program at
Franklin School; Carol Joyce, first
grade teacher at Washington; Carol
Mastroianni, former first grade at
Franklin; and Susan Feldman Glick,
a special education teacher, now at
McKinley School.

GLHS Begins Program
On Smoking Cessation
BERKELEY HEIGHTS —

Through a grant from the Caron Foun-
dation, Timothy Bates, a tobacco
prevention specialist, will conduct
an eight-session Smoking Cessation
program at Governor Livingston
High School (GLHS).

Mr. Bates presented a program on
tobacco addiction to all Physical
Education and Health classes at
GLHS on March 31 in order to en-
courage students to “kick butts.”

Students enrolled in this free pro-
gram will meet after school.

Mother’s Day Plant Sale
Set at Franklin School

Nat’l Collegiate Award
Bestowed to Stewart
WESTFIELD — The United

States Achievement Academy
announced that Gregory Stewart
of Westfield has been named a
United States National Colle-
giate Award winner in engineer-
ing. The Academy recognizes
fewer than 10 percent of Ameri-
can college students.

A student at Widener Uni-
versity, Gregory was nominated
for this national award by Nora
Kogut, Assistant Dean of Engi-
neering at the college. He will
appear in the United States
Achievement Academy Offi-
cial Collegiate Yearbook,
which is published nationally.

Gregory is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. James Stewart from
Westfield.

WESTFIELD – Franklin El-
ementary School in Westfield
will hold its annual Mother’s Day
Plant Sale on Friday, May 7,
from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., rain or
shine, in front of the school on
Prospect Street.

An assortment of flowers and
herbs will be available in pots,
flats, hanging baskets, and
Mother’s Day planters. Volun-
teers will be available to help
shoppers with their purchases.

Sponsored by the Parent-
Teacher Organization, this
fundraiser is open to the public.
Terrill Road Country Market and
Garden Center will supply all
plants.

Westfield Day Care Center
Seeks Donations for Drive

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Day
Care Center Friends seek donations of
outgrown children’s clothing, books,
puzzles, educational toys and games
for its annual spring sale on Friday,
May 21, and Saturday, May 22.

Items should be clean and in good
condition. Infant to size 14 clothes
are requested. Adult clothing, toys,
stuffed animals and sandboxes will
not be accepted.

Donations will be accepted on
Thursday and Friday, May 13 and

14, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Satur-
day, May 15, from 9 a.m. to noon at
the center in the Christian Education
Building, 120 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.

All donations are tax deductible.
All proceeds from the sale will pro-
vide scholarships.

The Westfield Day Care Center is
marking its 36th year of providing
quality childcare and learning. For
more information, please call (908)
232-6717.

Phi Eta Sigma Society
Welcomes Madurski
FANWOOD – Catherine Ann

Madurski of Fanwood, a freshman at
The College of William and Mary in
Williamsburg, Va., has been elected
to membership in Phi Eta Sigma, the
national honor society for college
freshmen.

To gain membership in the group,
students must have a cumulative
grade point average of at least 3.5 on
a 4.0 scale, be carrying a normal
academic load, and place in the top
20 percent of their class.

Alan Neuhauser Awarded
In HS Journalism Contest

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School student
Alan Neuhauser has received First
Place and Honorable Mention dis-
tinctions after competing in this

year’s High School Journalism Con-
test, sponsored by the Professional
Writers Alliance (PWA) of Mercer
County.

Alan was awarded First Place in
the “Features” category for a pack-
age of three stories, including “A
Nobel Nobel?” about Stanley
“Tookie” Williams, founder of the
Crips gang and convicted murderer,
who was nominated for a Nobel Peace
Prize for his children’s books preach-
ing non-violence.

The First Place package also in-
cluded “Turturiello Steals the Show,”
which focused on the New Jersey
Music Association’s Teacher of the
Year, Vincent Turturiello, as well as
“MP3 Player Mayhem,” a look at
digital music players.

In the “News” category, Alan
earned Honorable Mention for “The
Bomb: What Really Happened,”
which addressed a bomb scare at the
school. In the “Editorial/Op-Ed” cat-
egory, he received Honorable Men-
tion for “Raiders Abandon the War-
path,” which supported the school’s
decision to drop the Indian-chief logo
for sports teams.

Alan will be honored on Saturday,
May 8, during PWA’s “Art Attack
2004! Where Journalism, Music, and
Canvas Converge,” a gala reception
from 12 to 4 p.m. at Ellarslie Mu-
seum in Trenton.

BAND PLANT SALE…The Westfield High School Marching Band Parents Associa-
tion will hold a Mother’s Day Plant Sale on Saturday, May 8, beginning at 9 a.m., at
Roosevelt Intermediate and Edison Intermediate Schools, as well as the Westfield
Board of Education Building, located at 302 Elm Street in Westfield. Traditional
spring and summer potted plants, as well as flats of flowers for planting, will be
vended. This year’s event features the sale of the New Westfield Blanket, designed by
a local artist. The royal blue blanket is made of heavyweight T-shirt material on the
outer shell and soft fleece inside. The special edition, oversized blanket, which depicts
well-known buildings and landmarks, is displayed in the window of the Town Bank
of Westfield on Elm Street. Pictured, left to right, are: standing; Amy Bourke, Alan
Futran, and Josh Fishman, and seated; Julia Nelson and Jesse Cohn.

Third Marking Period Honor Rolls Told
By Park School Principal Lisa Rebimbas
SCOTCH PLAINS – Park Middle

School Principal Lisa Rebimbas has
announced the names of students
placed on the Distinguished Honor
Roll and Regular Honor Roll for
the Third Marking Period of the
2003-2004 academic year.

To qualify for the Distinguished
Honor Roll, pupils must obtain
“A’s” in all subjects. Students
named to the Regular Honor Roll
must receive “A’s” and “B’s” in
major subjects, such as math, sci-
ence, social studies, language arts,
and reading. In addition, Regular
Honor Roll recipients must earn no
grade lower than “C” in other sub-
jects.

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
SIXTH GRADE – 29 PUPILS

Stephanie Baier Leigh Kwasny
Stephanie Baliko Michael Leist
Remy Bernardo Kimberly Many
Sarah Brumfield Ryan McTernan
Sarah Canfield Richard Murray
Sophie Chou Nicole Ostrowski
Aditya Dahiya Renata Pacaja
Alexander Davis Jason Pearl
Brian Dempsey Kerry Pierce
Robert Evans Allison Prestridge
Robert Frazee Stephen Scannell
Jennifer Geoghegan Aleksandra Szczuka
Melissa Goldberg Devra Traiman
Lauren Hirschhorn Andrew Van Haasteren

Allison Zimmermann

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
SIXTH GRADE – 62 PUPILS

Nikki Appezzato Maxim Kachalov
Andrea Barone Joseph Kaiser
Ulises Barros William Kaiserman
Charles Beelitz Zachary Koch
Danielle Bryan-D’Aleo Nicholas Kosciolek
Alessandri Bubnov Michelene Lambros
Karolyn Buckridee Michael Lauricella
Colleen Campbell Jin Yong Lee
Timothy Carroll Nivedita Malik
Peter Citera Samantha Mannino
Shai Cohen William Muirhead
Jessica Colineri Timothy Nering
Zaria Combs Jacob Palumbo
Joseph D’Auria Alfredo Luis Pawid
Michael Del Sordi Rachel Petersen
Michael Demmel Rachel Pincus
Jack Diaz Shannon Reimers
Adam DiBattista Cory Rickmers
Vangelis Dimopoulos Michael Ridge
Marisa Dolan Lauren Rosenthal
Jawan Gaines Julia Ross
Katrina Gans Maria Seidel
Matthew Glassett Richard Shevlin
Matthew Greaney Christopher Smith
Kyle Hambor Victoria Spuler
Stephen Hansen Thomas Strowe
Lauren Hartnett Ashante Taylor-Cox
Edward Heavey Adam Terry
Noorene Helm Justin Terry
Daniel Herczak David Watson
Madeline Holt Anthony Zukofsky

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
SEVENTH GRADE – 29 PUPILS

Kerilyn Bartley Karthik Krishna Kumar
Stephanie Bistis Liana Messina
Caitlin Campbell Jordan Metsky
Michelle Carroll Saxony Nielsen
Donald Cejovic Anne O’Halloran
Michelle Conway Petros Petridis
Tyler Della Badia Kathryn Powell
Rebecca Dorilus Christina Romagnano
Michael Ferrara Sarah Schaible
Nathan Ghabour Jessica Slegowski
Kristina Kalkstein Kevin Spaeth
Emily Katz Christian Speck
Allison Killeen Sara Stanton

Courtney Kolb Brittney Veeck
Eric Williams

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
SEVENTH GRADE – 81 PUPILS

Alison Acevedo Roger Liu
Antonio Albano Sean Lockier
Saboor Ali Jessica Loshiavo
Kristyn Berger Teausha Matthews
Christian Berk Kayla McAlindin
Kristin Betau Jenna McGarry
Arielle Brown Matthew McQuoid
Ryan Brown Kaitlyn Mills
Michael Bumiller Nicole Mineo
Michael Buro Lester Nare
Terry Bustos Darwin Nitro
Elaine Chan Erin O’Brien
Gillian Clark Narihan Osman
Thomas Cristiani Andrew Pansulla
John Davis Brianna Provenzano
Joseph Del Prete Chantel Quesada
Kaitlyn Denker Mark Renfree
Nicole Desando Charles Ringel
Antonio Di Nizo Matthew Ritsko
John Domanski Philip Rivera
Josef Ellis Christine Rocha
Brian Flood Daniel Rodriguez
David Gigiel Lawrence Rosello
Matthew Graziano Philip Rosenkrantz
Elisabeth Greenberg Christine Ruggieri
Colin Grimm Michael Rupnarain
Gabriella Guzzo Derek Sands
Alison Haggan Donald Saraceno
Ashley Harrison Samantha Schuster
Alexus Jegede Alessandra Scott
Cody Kalebota Ryan Scully
Timothy Kolterjahn Eric Seemann, Jr.
Paul Koprowski Kimberly Shelus
Jonathan Kosenick Evan Silverman
Erika Kuck Samuel Stamler
Jacyln Law Blake Vanbuskirk
Samuel Lee Yaramothu Chang
Thomas Leong Sarah Yi
Christopher Lestarchick Rachel Young
Rebecca Lipke Quianzhou Zhao

Richard Ziering

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
EIGHTH GRADE – 17 PUPILS

Izabela Blach Lindsay Hauptman

Julianne Brennan Alyssa Karis
Daniel Buckley Jacob Lavenhar
Lisa Campbell Alexa Lindenberg
Katelyn Cavanaugh Margaret Reilly
Bridget Cornwell Kristen Thompson
Patrick Doliber Lindsay Traiman
Christina Halma Anthony Vecchione

Andy Wang

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
EIGHTH GRADE – 79 PUPILS

Courtney Adamczyk Ming Lu
Deborah Albert Mary MacDonald
Andrea Apuzzio Brianne Mahoney
Casandra Berwick Tony Malave
Avery Boettcher Kathryn McManigal
Jason Boff Elizabeth Minski
Amy Braun Nicholas Murray
Ryan Bridge Emily Nering
Julia Capodicasa Robert O’Connor
Bailey Cardinal Babatunde Ogunfemi
Nicole Colineri Christina Olsson
Kristen Conlan Ahmed Kareem Osman
Robert Cunningham Stacia Piesch
Nadiyah Dabbney Neil Pratt
John De Maio Brandon Reddington
Dauna DeMarsico Alice Ren
Joseph Dunn Maria Pia Rivero
Dylan Farrall Tanaya Rivers
Rebecca Fox Hillary Roberts
Alexandra Fragna Molly Rodino
Debbie Fung Marc Rosenberg
Nicholas Fung Christine Roser
Nicole Fusco Dennis Ruiz
Helene Gebler Jessica Santos
Diedra Glover Michael Scannell
Stephanie Goines Brian Sensor
Andrea Guzman Grace Sigona
Wendy Harris Adam Silverman
Melissa Helock Shadonte Solomon
Thomas Hercel Alex Soloway
Thomas Holt Katlyn Soriano
William Hubbard Gabriella Sosnowski
Jessica Impellizzeri Kendra Spady
Samantha Knierim James Strobel
Allison Kodan Samatha Traiman
Marc L’Heureux Alexis Turner
Jaclyn Lazarus Christopher Uehlinger
Amy Lee Janelle Vanderwiel
Caitlin Leist Amanda Vitollo

Vivan Wong

SELFLESS EFFORT…Wardlaw-Hartridge School eighth graders Reid Miller,
left, and Jordan Neuhauser, right, both of Scotch Plains, sort canned goods and
dry goods that they collected with other Middle School pupils for Starfish, a
local soup kitchen/food pantry. “We know that most people only think of food
drives for Thanksgiving, but the children wanted to do a project that would
really help others,” said Florence Newton, a volunteer for the organization in
Plainfield, “so I told them people can always use food.” The students collected
over 300 items.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 29, 2004 Page 11

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 11-16

MONTAGNA, POWERS RIP WINNING RUNS; URBAN HRS

Raider Baseball Men Score 3
In 7th, Top Hilltoppers, 6-4 POWER POWERS TWO-RUN HOME RUN IN SEVENTH

Hunterdon C. Adds 5 in 9th,
Beats Blue Devil Nine, 12-7

LOFFREDO NETS 2 GOALS, PIROT MAKES 12 SAVES

Mendham Minutemen Shock
Blue Devil Laxer Boys, 5-3

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Costly mistakes ended with disap-
pointing results for the hosting Sum-
mit Hilltoppers when three runs
scored on three errors in the seventh
inning to give the, 4-2, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball team
a, 6-4, win on April 24. Designated
hitter Jared Montagna scorched a
bases loaded two-run single and craft-
ily scored on Matt Powers’ RBI single
to secure the victory.

James Scalfaro, who pitched four
innings and allowed four runs (two
unearned) on eight hits while fan-
ning five and walking none, said, “I
think I threw well overall and was
hitting my spots for the most part.
My curveball had a lot of rotation on
it and my fastball had a decent pop to
it. I left a couple of balls up in the
zone and those were the hits they got
off me. I’m very confident in my
bullpen. They always do a great job.
Sean (Varsolona) did a great job, so

I’m very assured coming out and
leaving them with the game.”

The Raiders took a 1-0 lead in the
first. Leadoff hitter Matt Powers beat
out a throw to first, then retreated to
the dugout on a forced play at sec-
ond. Kevin Urban worked a free pass
and John Maloney pulled the trigger
with an RBI double to center.

Hilltopper Zack Barber knocked in
three runs in the bottom of the third to
take a 3-1 lead then the Raiders coun-
tered with a run in the fourth. Baker
crushed a leadoff double to center and
scored on Mulvey’s sacrifice fly to cut
the deficit to one.

The complexion of the game
changed when Urban whacked a
game-tying solo blast over the
leftfield netting in the fifth.

“It was a real ‘pick-me-upper” said
Urban. “We kind of struggled all day
but, as a team, that blast really helped
us, because it put us back into the

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two opportunities to knock off the
No. 15 Hunterdon Central High
School baseball team slipped through
host Westfield’s hands on April 24,
allowing the visitors to capitalize
with five runs in the top of the ninth
inning to gain a 12-7 victory. Red
Devil designated hitter Charlie
Howard drew the curtain down on
the Blue Devils by crashing a three-
run homer over the rightfield fence
to cap the five-run assault.

A mix of the good – spectacular
fielding plays – the bad – uninspiring
fielding plays – and the ugly – men-
tal blunders – blended with the hero-

ics of Howard’s homer, Blue Devil
Bryan Power’s two-run shot in the
bottom of the seventh to send the
game into extra innings and Red
Devil Nick Neiderhaus’ two-run triple
in the first inning.

The Red Devils held a 14-11 edge
in hits, including three doubles, a
triple and the home run. Neiderhaus
finished with a triple and a double
and three RBI, Howard also doubled
and scored twice and leadoff batter
Brett Rossi went 4-for-5 and scored
twice. Power scored twice in his five
at bats, leadoff batter Jan Cocozziello
had two singles and an RBI and Mike
Diaz had two singles and an RBI.

The 9-1 Red Devils took a two-run
jump in the first, but Westfield

centerfielder Billy Hearon prevented
additional runs with a magnificent run-
ning grab near the fence. Blue Devil
pitcher Tom Ricciuti walked the first
two batters in the second and both later
scored on an RBI single by Rossi
coupled with a fielding miscue in left.

Sam Kim got action started for
Westfield in the second by getting hit
by a pitch. Diaz followed with an
infield single and Ken Wichoski
drilled an RBI single to left. After
Dan Clark singled, Cocozziello
poked an RBI single to left, tighten-
ing the score to 4-2.

An opportunity to silence the Red
Devils in the third was lost when a
pickoff throw to second sailed into

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sometimes people start off out of
synch and fail to get the proper syn-
chronization knack back. An inabil-
ity to get into the knack resulted in a
5-3 defeat of the Westfield High
School boys lacrosse team to the, 6-
2, No. 16 Mendham Minutemen in
Westfield on April 21.

Both teams amassed plenty of
pickoffs, which may translate to poor
passing on the part of both teams.
The Minutemen, however, capital-
ized on the Blue Devils’ defense that
slipped out of position from time to
time. Blue Devil goalie Brian Pirot,
the last line of defense, was forced to
put on a spectacular show, and did,
with 11 saves – several from point

blank range.
“We played absolutely our worst

game of the season! The only person
who played well was our goalie,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Gerry
Benaquista stated with emphasis. “He
kept us in the game. He made some
huge saves inside, otherwise the score
would have been a lot worse. We

One week or the 
whole summer. 

For children ages 3-15 

Spots are still available 
in many of our 
traditional full day 

camps like Blue Sky 
and Sunshine, our  half 

day preschool camps 
and our Caravan and 
Teen Express travel 
camps.  Some other 
camps still available.   
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Summer Day Camp 2004 

Westfield Area Y * 220 Clark St. 
Westfield, NJ  07090 

908-233-2700 
www.westfieldynj.org 

SPRUNG SHOOTS ONE-OVER-PAR 37

Devil Golfers Shut Down
Raider Golfers, 157-170

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fresh off their somewhat disap-
pointing sixth-place finish at the
prestigious Blue Devil Invitational,
the Westfield High School golfers
topped r ival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 157-170, at Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield on April
22. The Blue Devils improved their
record to 10-0 while the Raiders
leveled to 2-2.

Raider junior Mike Sprung re-
corded the lowest 9-hole score with
a one-over-par 37 followed by Blue
Devils Garrett Cockren and Matt
Hodges who shot 38 and 39, re-
spectively. One of the Blue Devils’
aces, Ryan Shallcross, had his worst
round of the year and did not figure
in the scoring. Blue Devil Jimmy
Arbes, the Blue Devil Invitational
individual champion, and teammate
Chris Tropeano both scored 40.
Raiders Jack Davis, Clayton Balch
and Jared Turner turned in respec-
tive scores of 41, 44 and 48.

Normally, Arbes and Shallcross

are expected to finish in the high
30s. Hodges and Tropeano turned
in their best rounds of the year and
Blue Devil senior Mike Ivan came
in with a 41.

“Usually when our first two play-
ers come in we have a big lead,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach John
Turnbull. “It’s amazing that our
depth was so good. It was the best
match we had from top to bottom all
year, which is good going into the

Blue Devil Golfers Retain
Watchung Conference Title
The Westfield High School golf

team retained its Watchung Confer-
ence A Division title by out-shooting
second place Scotch Plains-Fanwood
157-172 at Shackamaxon Country
Club in Scotch Plains on April 26.
Due to driving rains, the tournament
was limited to nine holes. Last year,
Westfield won with a 307 total and
the Raiders were a distant second at
331. Cranford placed third with a
total of 175 and Union was fourth at
193.

Linden won the “B” Division title
with a 211 total followed by Newark
East Side at 237, Plainfield at 238
and Elizabeth at 240. Robert Cubala
of Linden and Felipe Foronda of
Newark East Side shared the “B”
individual title, each shooting 39.

Blue Devil junior Ryan Shallcross,
who recently shot his worst round of
the season on April 22 against the
Raiders, shot a one-over-par 35 to
grab the individual title. Last year, he
won the title by shooting a one-over-
par 73 for 18 holes. Raider sopho-
more Jack Davis, who placed fifth last
year, finished second with a 37 and
Blue Devil sophomore Jimmy Arbes,
who placed second last year with a 3-

over-par 75, came in third at 39.
Raider Mike Sprung, Blue Devil

Michael Ivan and Cranford’s Tom
Anthes tied for fourth with a 40 total.
Blue Devil Garrett Cockren, who
took fourth last year with a 79, placed
seventh at 43. Cranford’s Jason Occi
and Joe Manganiello tied for eighth
at 44 and Blue Devil Chris Tropeano
finished 10th at 46.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A BATTLE FOR BALL CONTROL…Blue Devil Mike Patella, No. 21, gets the ball knocked away by a Mendham
Minuteman long stick. No. 16 Mendham defeated the Blue Devils, 5-3, in Westfield on April 21.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CROSSING THE PLATE IN THE FOURTH…Raider Kyle Baker, No. 5, after
bashing a double, crosses home plate in the fourth inning against Summit.
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DINIZO LASHES HR, 4 RBI; MALONEY CRACKS 2 DBLS

Raider Diamond Boys Club
Irvington Blue Knights, 17-7

CHAPLA FIRES 1-HITTER, WHITTEMORE GETS 4 HITS

Viking Softball Girls Blank
N. Plainfield Canucks, 6-0
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Six in-a-row was established in
impressive fashion as junior fireball
pitcher Danielle Chapla, with guid-
ance from senior four-year starting
catcher Ashley Whittemore, yielded
one hit, struck out 12 and walked
three in a complete-game performance
as the Union Catholic High School
softball team shutout North Plainfield,
6-0, in Scotch Plains on April 20.

“I’m very relaxed on the mound
because I know I have a very good
team supporting me,” said Chapla. “I
just mix it up and Ashley
(Whittemore) calls a very good game.
She really mixes them all up. We
remain strong and confident as a
team and we hope to continue so
throughout the season. It’s our hope
that we’ll go far in the counties and
the states because we look like a very

good team out there.”
Whittemore went 4-for-4, bashed

a double, had an RBI single and
scored two runs. Junior centerfielder
Casey DePalma collected three RBI
on two singles and sophomore sec-
ond baseman Angela Belotta went 3-
for-3. Alie DiPietro connected with a
bloop single for the Canucks in the
third inning.

“We’re getting good production out
of the girls who returned, which helped
us to get off to a good start,” explained
Vikings Head Coach Jim Revel.
“Chapla, Whittemore, and Steiner all
returned and played a significant
amount of time for us last year. We
expect them to be the big hitters but
they can’t do it all by themselves.
Belotta did not play much last year,
but she’s really starting to become
acclimated. DePalma came over from
Westfield and has helped us out sig-

nificantly and Chapla is hitting the
ball better. She was always a good
pitcher but now she certainly has be-
come an offensive threat. Palumbo
played last year and she has been solid
for us in the field. The fact that early
on we were not hitting the ball and
now we are starting to get more pro-
duction from people who had their
difficulties is important.”

The Vikings launched a devastat-
ing six-hit, five-run attack in the bot-
tom of the first inning. Leadoff hitter
Belotta drilled a single to center, then
advanced to second on an infield er-
ror. Sophomore first baseman Nicole
Palumbo reached first on a throwing
error and senior shortstop Brittany
Steiner bounced a hard RBI chopper
up the middle. Whittemore cracked a
single that skidded past third and
DePalma stung a two-run sizzler and
advanced to second on an error. Chapla
helped her own cause by poking a
single to right field. Meghan Seamster
strutted to the dish and ripped an RBI
double to center resulting in a 5-0
Viking lead.

The Vikings added one run in the
fourth when Whittemore yanked a
triple to left and scored on an infield
single to right by DePalma.

“We’re young, we make some in-
experienced mistakes and we also
have people who are not softball
seasoned,” concluded coach Revel.
“We’re trying to teach them the game
and we’re working on things in prac-
tice that we’re really not strong at.
Hopefully come May 8, when we
start the county tournament, we’ll
have most of that ironed out.”
N. Plainfield 000 000 0 0
Union Catholic 500 100 x 6

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After yielding six runs in the top of
the first, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School baseball team responded
quickly to batter the visiting Irvington
Blue Knights, 17-7, in five innings
on April 22. Starting pitcher Marco
Giasullo scattered 10-hits, stuck out
one and yielded two walks. James
Scalfaro had a superb two-inning

performance in relief, sitting down
six Knights and fanning four.

“We started out a little slow and
made one error,” said Raider Head
Coach Tom Baylock. “There were a
lot of singles and bloops that were
going into the right spots. They only
hit the ball out of the infield twice
and they got six runs out of it, so we
made a couple of errors, a couple of
mental mistakes, but they showed a

lot of heart and character and we
came back right of way.”

“There were some tough plays,
crazy bounces and I made an error to
begin the game,” said Giasullo. “I
came in with the fastball and the
curve, but they proved not to be work-
ing for me, but then I settled down.
I’m satisfied we got the win, but not
too thrilled with my performance.”

The Raiders responded with five

runs in the bottom of the first. Ed
Zazzali walked, John Maloney
singled, Chris D’Annunzio rapped
an RBI single and Mike DiNizo
spanked a two-run single. Kyle Baker
connected with an RBI single and
Andrew Mulvey’s RBI single made
the score, 6-5.

After Irvington added a run in the
second on a sacrifice fly, it was a
hitter’s paradise as the Raiders added
five more runs in the bottom of the
inning. Matt Powers powered a single,

stole second and scored on Maloney’s
RBI double. D’Annunzio ripped an
RBI double and DiNizo crushed a
two-run homer. Baker doubled to
center and scored on an overthrow.

“He gave me a fastball and I just
turned on,” said DeNizo. “We kind
of got down in that first inning, but
we came back in a big way and gave
Giasullo the support he needed.”

The Raiders broke loose with three
runs in the third. Mulvey singled,
robbed second and scored on a passed
ball. Zazzali walked, Maloney took
one for the team and Kevin Urban
bashed a two-run double that upped
the lead to 13-7.

James Scalfaro relieved in the
fourth with a runner on and put the
Irvington order to sleep with two
K’s. The Raiders scored two runs in
the bottom fourth. Baker scorched a
single, sped off to second and scored
on Mulvey’s smash past first. Kyle
Gates rifled an RBI single to center.

Scalfaro sat down three batters
including two strikeouts in the fifth.

“Overall it was great and Marco
did a great job before me,” said
Scalfaro. “They had that one runner
on, so I studied the situation prior to
coming in and knew what to throw.”

More music came off the Raider
bats in the bottom fifth when Maloney
bashed a leadoff double, D’Annunzio
reached second on an error and Mike
Baumwoll lofted a two-run RBI
double.

“It’s just good to get out there and
be playing,” explained Baumwoll.
“When I hit that slow-fastball and
saw it going through the infield, I
knew it was a game ender and that
was a great feeling.”

“The pitching settled down, they
started making some plays behind
the pitchers and we finally put to-
gether a couple of back-to-back hits,
some hard line drives and good swings
on the ball,” concluded Blaylock.
“That was the big thing!”
Irvington 610 00 7
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 553 22 17

Local High School Girls
Varsity Softball Results:

APRIL 22:
Westfield 12, Columbia 3

Mary Kate Flannery had three hits
and scored three runs for 7-2
Westfield and Lauren Gelmetti had a
triple, a single and three RBI.
Danielle Coleman tripled.
Columbia 101 001 0 3
Westfield 200 046 x 12

Governor Livingston 5, A. L.
Johnson 3

Danielle Pace rapped a key two-
run single for the 7-3 Highlanders
and scored on a Kerry Havas single.
Gov. Livingston 011 300 0 5
A. L. Johnson 003 000 0 3

Union 14, Plainfield 0
Laura Maloney tossed a one-hitter

for the 7-1 Farmers. She also had a
two-run triple.

APRIL 23:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 2, Gover-

nor Livingston 1
Raider Jillian Lusk ripped an RBI

single in the bottom of the seventh
for the win. Kelli Kaskiw whacked a
triple and scored on Melissa Sette’s
single in the first. Danielle Pace had
two singles and a run scored for the
7-4 Highlanders.
Cranford 5, Brearley 4

Kiera Zimmerman crushed a two-
run homer in the seventh for the 9-2
Cougars. Jesyka Marko cracked a
solo homer for the 4-1 Bears.
Union 22, Newark East Side 0

Laura Maloney tossed a five-in-
ning no-hitter, struck out 13 and con-
tributed five hits herself for the 8-1
Farmers.

APRIL 24:
Cranford 10, Johnson 0

Kiera Zimmerman walloped a
three-run homer for Cranford.

Pilkington Sets Loyola
All-Time Net Record
BALTIMORE, MD – On a record-

setting day for Loyola College’s
women’s tennis team, the Greyhounds
defeated Towson, 5-2, on April 16. The
Greyhound women won the doubles
point and four of six singles matches
en route to the easy victory over their
local rivals.

Carolyn Pilkington, a 2000 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School gradu-
ate, and Kaitlin Russo won 8-4 at No.
1 doubles. The triumph made
Pilkington the all-time winningest
doubles player in Loyola women’s ten-
nis history with 70 victories on her
career as Russo moved in to a tie for
second place on the all-time list in that
category with 69 career wins. The pre-
vious school record-holder for most
doubles wins in a career was Colleen
Ruane (69), who graduated in 2003.

HS Baseball Seedings
U.C. Tournament:

Union High School received the
top seed for the upcoming Union
County Baseball Tournament, which
was set to begin on April 28 (prelimi-
nary round), and the Cranford Cou-
gars received the second seed.
Westfield received the third seed and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood received the
fourth seed. The first round is set for
May 1. The quarterfinals are sched-
uled for May 8 at the home of the
higher seed. The semifinals are set
for May 15 at Veterans Field in
Rahway at noon and 3 p.m. The final
is set for May 22 at Memorial Field
in Linden at 2 p.m.

TOURNAMENT SLATE:
1. Union hosts winner of Oratory and
Brearley
2. Cranford hosts winner of Rahway and
Dayton
3. Westfield hosts winner of St. Mary’s
and Plainfield
4. Scotch Plains-Fanwood hosts Hill-
side and Roselle Park
5. Linden hosts winner of Roselle and
Union Catholic
6. Elizabeth hosts Roselle Catholic
7. Governor Livingston hosts Johnson
8. Summit hosts New Providence

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LETTING LOOSE HIS STUFF…Raider pitcher James Scalfaro relieved in the
fourth and put Irvington to sleep with two strikeouts. He added two more in the fifth.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY EFFECTIVE AGAINST THE CANUCKS…Viking pitcher Danielle
Chapla fanned 12 Canucks and permitted only one hit en route to a 6-0 victory.

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com-PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

The “Spring Market”  is here!
 Thinking of  buying or selling...

call Prudential today  for a complimentary
 market analysis of your home!

The “Spring Market”  is here!
 Thinking of  buying or selling...

call Prudential today  for a complimentary
 market analysis of your home!

Westfield 
JUST LISTED! “Old Indian Forest" Center Hall Colonial has nine 

spacious rooms including a formal living room, formal dining room, 

newer gourmet kitchen with sub-zero refrigerator, generous center 

island and large dining area adjacent to family room with woodburning 

fireplace. There are four bedrooms...Master Bedroom suite has 

dressing room with marble bath. Special enhancements: beautiful 

entrance foyer with circular staircase, hardwood floors, large third 

floor great room with fireplace/vaulted ceilings, 3.1 baths, finished 

basement playroom, two car attached garage, .34 acre property.

Presented at $1,295,000.

Westfield 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1501 Rahway Avenue 
A verdant lawn punctuated with mature foliage precedes a charming vestibule, setting a romantic 
tone that is felt throughout this Westfield Colonial. A French door opens to reveal lovely vignettes 
effervescing with hardwood floors, superb molding and framed windows. The living room with 
impressive stone fireplace and formal dining room graced with corner cabinets are complemented 
by a delightful family room warmed by a cathedral wood ceiling. The updated kitchen with powder 
room & greenhouse window adds to the allure of the first floor. Equally as enchanting, the second 
floor offers a serene master bedroom, two more nice sized bedrooms & an updated full bath. A 
walk-up attic, enclosed porch, full basement and splendid backyard enhance the attraction of this 
handsome portrait. Presented for$569,000. Dir: Rahway near Faulkner 
 
   For additional details or for a private tour call…. 
 
     Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 
                 NJAR Circle of Excellence Award 1977 – 2003 
      908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
 
 

 
Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Open House:  Sunday, 1:00 - 4:00pm
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Mendham Minutemen Shock
Blue Devil Laxer Boys, 5-3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

game and got us going.”
The 5-5-1 Hilltoppers retaliated in

the fifth to take a 4-3 lead. Brad
Dolny rifled a double to center and
scored on an infield bobble. In the
sixth, Varsolona relieved and silenced
the Hilltoppers in order.

In the seventh, the Raiders re-
sponded. Maloney led off with a
walk. DiNizo’s drive to center was
muffed and Baker’s bouncer to third
went astray on an overthrow. With
the bases full, Montagna strolled to
the plate and bashed the first pitch
for a two-run double. Powers fol-
lowed and smoked an RBI single
upping the lead to 6-4.

“They made a couple of errors the
play before and they were a little
down,” explained Montagna. “They
left their pitcher Eric Smith in the
game. I knew by having seen him
pitch on numerous occasions that he
would throw the curve ball as his first
pitch, so I knew it was coming. Un-
fortunately for him, he left it up and
I hit to left, scoring the runs.”

Varsolona got little resistance in
the seventh to reserve the victory.

“I didn’t really feel much pressure
coming in,” said Varsolona. “I knew
if I held them down, kept them off
balance, my team would come back
and get the win. Today, my slider was
really on. I got a lot of ground balls
and the one long drive was snagged
in leftfield. Yes, I was very pleased
how we did as a team.”

“We left a lot of runners on the first
couple of innings and to our guys
credit, they didn’t quit,” said Raider
Head Coach Tom Baylock. “We just
kept on plugging away and all those
little hits started falling in the sev-
enth inning. We’ve been playing re-
ally good defense the last couple of
games. Andrew Mulvey played third
base and Eddie Zazzali playing sec-
ond base for the first time, so they’re
still learning how to play those posi-
tions. Sean Varsolona did a great job
coming in relief in the sixth and
seventh inning and he shut them
down. Today was a big game for us.
It may put us in a spot whereby we
may be a top-four seed.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 100 110 3 6
Summit 003 010 0 4

Raider Baseball Men Score 3
In 7th, Top Hilltoppers, 6-4

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Hunterdon C. Adds 5 in 9th,
Beats Blue Devil Nine, 12-7

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

centerfield and the runner rounded
third and scored. That unearned run
would come back to haunt Westfield
in the seventh.

In the third, Westfield took advan-
tage of two Red Devil errors, got RBI
singles from Ricciuti and Diaz, a
single and a stolen base from Kim
and a stolen base from Powers to tie
the score 5-5.

Ricciuti settled down and pitched
three scoreless innings with the help
of a superb gun down at the plate
from rightfielder Wichoski in the
fourth inning and catcher Mike
Murray’s gun down of a runner at
third in the fifth.

In the top of the seventh, Rossi
rapped a leadoff single and Ricciuti
followed with a wild pitch before hit-
ting the next batter. Mental numbness
ensued when the next Red Devil bunted
and no one covered first. An error at
second permitted a run and a sacrifice
fly to center made the score 7-5.

Power’s homer in the bottom of
the inning tied it up and, in the eighth,
Kim made a beautiful diving catch in
leftfield and Murray gunned down a
runner heading to second to hold
Hunterdon Central scoreless.

“We have a lot of speed in the
outfield. The kids did a nice job on
those plays,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Bob Brewster of Hearon and
Kim’s catches. “Take nothing away
from Hunterdon Central. They made
some great plays themselves.”

In Westfield’s eighth, Wichoski
walked and moved to second on a
sacrifice bunt. Cocozziello beat out
an infield single, putting runners at
first and third with one out. Hearon
lofted a fly ball into shallow right, but
second baseman Rossi made a great
diving catch to hold the runners.

“It was too shallow to tag up,”
commented Brewster.

Murray yanked a sizzling grounder
over first that was smothered by the
first baseman for the third out.

“We had our opportunities,” said
Brewster. “We fell asleep on a pickoff
play where we threw the ball away
and let a run score. Not covering on
a bunt hurt us. They are a, 9-1, team.
To make that many mistakes and not
to get something in the eighth hurt
us. We hit the ball hard. Murray hit a
bullet right at the first baseman who
smothered the ball right on the bag.
He couldn’t help but to get an out.
That’s the craziness of this game.”

The Red Devils took advantage of
reliever Steve Meyer in the ninth.
Nate Monroy singled and strolled to
second on a balk. Neiderhaus hit a
ground rule RBI double to left-cen-
ter. Next, failure to cover first base
resulted in another base being occu-
pied then miscommunication resulted
in a collision behind second, allow-
ing a runner to score. Howard fol-
lowed with his round tripper.
Hunterdon Cent. 221 000 205 12
Westfield 023 000 200 7

practiced badly yesterday. Our heads
weren’t in it.”

Usually ground ball domination
determines the winner. Not this time!
The 2-4 Blue Devils totaled 61 ground
balls – 13 in the first quarter, 17 in the
second, 16 in the third and 15 in the
fourth – and the Minutemen totaled
48. Matt Gallagher, filling in for the
injured Chris MacDonald, held a 6-
5 edge in face offs over his Minute-
man opponent.

Nick Freda led the Minutemen
with two goals followed by Matt
Huber who netted one goal and two
assists. Adam Berg had a goal and an
assist and Cody LaFerriere added a
goal. Blue Devil Jourdan Loffreda
put in a goal and had an assist. Joe
Simone and Brady Lau each netted a
goal and Gallagher had an assist.

The Minutemen lived up to their
name when Huber penetrated the
center and hit from 15 yards out only
one minute into the game. Simone
answered with his goal then
LaFerriere proved that the Blue Dev-
ils’ center was vulnerable by rippling
the net from 15 yards away to give
Mendham a 2-1 lead at the end of the
first quarter.

Once again, the Blue Devils’ center
was vulnerable when Freda scored his
first goal early in the second quarter.
Before the half, Lau saw an opening
from center and found the net.

With 5:15 remaining in the third
quarter, Berg put the Minutemen
ahead, 4-2. Midway through the fi-

nal quarter, Freda, on a fine pass
from Mike Schwab, shook loose all
defenders, leaving only Pirot to de-
fend the net, and skid in the fifth
goal. With 3:30 left in the game,
Loffredo scored.

“They have a good record. We
knew that. We told them they were
going to come out, they don’t do
anything spectacular but they get the
job done,” Benaquista said of the
Minutemen.

Mendham 2 1 1 1 5
Westfield 1 1 0 1 3

HS Softball Seedings
U.C. Tournament:

The defending champion Roselle
Park Panthers received the top seed
for the upcoming Union County Soft-
ball Tournament, which is set to be-
gin on May 5 (preliminary round),
and the Cranford Cougars received
the second seed. Union received the
third seed and Governor Livingston
received the fourth seed. The first
round is set for May 8.
TOURNAMENT SLATE:
1. Roselle Park hosts winner of Roselle
Catholic and Roselle
2. Cranford hosts winner of Plainfield
and Dayton
3. Union hosts winner of Rahway and
Oak Knoll
4. Governor Livingston hosts Elizabeth
5. Union Catholic hosts New Providence
6. Westfield hosts Mother Seton
7. Scotch Plains-Fanwood hosts Brearley
8. Johnson hosts Linden

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING ONE OF THE GOALS…Attackman Brady Lau, No. 8, scored one
of the Blue Devils’ goals against Mendham. Just before the half, Lau found an
opening and fired in Westfield’s second goal.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR THE LOOSE BALL…Blue Devil catcher Mike Murray spots
the ball behind the plate as Red Devil Tom Rendel scores in the third inning.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNREACHABLE…Former heavyweight contender Gerry Cooney, right, dem-
onstrates his superior reach advantage over The Westfield Leader Assistant
Publisher/Sports Editor Dave Corbin during an interview on April 22 for a TV
36 airing.

SCOTCH PLAINS                  $599,000

Turn of the Century Victorian located on just shy of an acre.  Five bedrooms, three full baths
and 2 half baths.  The carriage house has an ice cream parlor and overlooks the tennis court
and batting cage.  A conservatory add. overlooks the deck, w/hot tub, and grounds.  Horse
barn. (052009450)

SCOTCH PLAINS                                                                                           $359,900
Three bedrooms, one and one half baths.  Living room with wood burning fireplace.  New
kitchen in 2004.  Formal dining room with new french doors to yard, refinished  hardwood
floors, new carpet and exterior doors.  Too many amenities to mention, a must see! (052009476)

WESTFIELD                    $1,759,000

Sparkling 8 yr. young 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath, Center Hall Colonial on premium wooded lot in
most desirable Berwyck Chase.  Dramatic two story entry foyer, spacious eat-in-kitchen
adjacent to family room and lovely deck overlooking park like scenery, are just a few of the
amenities.  Moments from schools, NY transportation, shops & recreation . . . this wonderful
home would be the perfect choice . . . make it yours today! (052009436)

SCOTCH PLAINS                  $1,800,000
13 rooms - 4 1/2 baths, 3 car garage set upon 1.76 acres with private driveway.  Designer
gourmet kitchen with light cherry cabinetry, 2 Jenn-Air convection ovens, Viking 6 burner gas
cook top, 2 Bosch dishwashers.  Stone inlay, ceramic & hwd. flrs.  Baths feature custom wood
incl. marble, stone & hardwoods, Several large rooms, perfect for related family living.
(052009397)

Star Quality Gracious Victorian

Magnificent Estate PropertyCharming Cape
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David B. Corbin (December 2003 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRAFTED BY THE DALLAS COWBOYS…Former Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School and Rutgers University standout football player Nathan Jones, left,
has been selected by the Dallas Cowboys in the NFL Draft. Jones returned
kickoffs and played in the secondary for the Scarlet Knights

Devil Coach Turnbull Gets
Back to Golf Instruction

True Meaning of Sports,
Competition at its Finest

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This is not a story about a swimmer
who made it to the YMCA National
Championships, it is a story about the
support of teammates and fellow com-
petitors who helped make it happen. A
swimmer often gets to know athletes
from other teams because they are fre-
quently competing against each other.
After swimming for a few years and
competing against the same faces over
and over again, someone who was once
considered competition might also be
considered a friend. Just how mean-
ingful those friendships can become is
what part of this story is about.

Seventeen year-old Erin O’Connor,
a Scotch Plains resident and junior at
Union Catholic High School, has been
swimming competitively since the age
of six and for the Metuchen-Edison
YMCA for the past three years. The
weekend of March 19-21, Rutgers
University hosted the Junior Olym-
pics and the competition would be her
last chance to qualify for the National
Championships to be held in Ft. Lau-
derdale, Florida on April 5-8. She
needed to shave over a second off of
her 100 and 200-yard butterfly times
in order to qualify.

Swimming is a lonely sport. Two to
three hours a day, six days a week, 11
months out of the year you swim
alone lap, after lap, after lap. Your
competition is the clock, not necessar-
ily the swimmer in the lane next to
you. In everyday life a second is
miniscule, in swimming it is enor-
mous. Once in the water, it is you
against yourself. “Swimming is indi-
vidual,” Miss O’Connor said. “How
you swim benefits you, not really your
team,” she continued.

On Saturday, in the 100-yard but-
terfly event, she swam her best time of
the year but still came up just short of
the National qualifying time by two-
hundredths of a second. Her coach
and teammates were heartbroken, but
Erin was hopeful because she still had
the 200-yard butterfly event on Sun-
day, and she was just a second shy of
the qualifying time in that event. On
Sunday, she swam her best time of the
year, but again fell short of the needed
qualifying time by eight-hundredths
of a second. She was heartbroken, 11
months of training for nothing, and all
of her friends were going to Ft. Lau-

derdale without her. They too were
crying.

“I was crushed,” Erin admitted, “I
didn’t have a second chance.” Or so
she thought. Erin was in 23rd place
and only the top 16 swimmers got to
come back for the finals on Sunday
night. There was still a slim chance
that Erin could make it to the finals,
but it was a long shot. If seven swim-
mers “scratched” from the finals, Erin
could move up and have one more
opportunity.

Her teammates and coach went to
work. They talked to friends and fel-
low swimmers and one by one seven
swimmers scratched from the finals
because they already had a National
time or weren’t going to qualify any-
way. Erin was coming back Sunday
evening in 16th place.

After finding out the news from her
coach, Erin was elated. “I was just so
happy to be there,” she said. Now, not
only the Metuchen-Edison swimmers
and parents were supporting Erin, but
other clubs were aware of the small
drama within the meet and began to
cheer for her as well. “Swimming is
not a sport that you get better at every
single time you swim,” Miss O’Connor
said. “It is all mental. If you have a bad
day it takes focus and concentration.
That’s where your friends come in.
You really need them to tell you it’s
ok,” she concluded.

Erin needed a time of 2:14.99 to
qualify and came into the finals with a
time of 2:15.76. Erin’s current coach
and past coach gave her encourage-
ment. Her teammates, even those who
were not swimming, showed up in
support. Fellow teammates made post-
ers and gave her balloons in order to
pump her up. Parents were wishing her
well. Erin swam her last chance event
in 2:14.55. Good enough for ninth
place overall and a trip to the Nationals.

Erin didn’t place at Nationals, but
being one of the elite few who qualify
for them made the past 11 months of
hard work well worth it. For such a
lonely sport, the outpouring of sup-
port, by teammates, parents and com-
petitors in order to give a swimmer
another chance at the clock was some-
thing to see. And even though Erin
didn’t make qualifying time in Ft.
Lauderdale, the support and sacrifices
made by others made her a winner
before she even got into the water.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School golf coach
John Turnbull, The Star Ledger Golf
Coach of the Year, after taking last
summer off, has returned to giving
golf lessons. This time, however, it
will be at a different location.

Turnbull left Scotch Hills Golf
Course after being the head pro for
22 years. He took off the summer of
2003 to travel with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School soccer team
to Holland. He has run junior golf
programs in New Jersey, ran many
good junior golf clinics and pres-
ently coached last year’s Westfield
High School golf team to the state
championship.

Turnbull, who has fond memories

of his years at Scotch Hills, com-
mented, “I now kind of regret that I
left there.”

This summer Turnbull will resume
instructions but at a different location.

“I used to work every summer
giving golf lessons,” mentioned
Turnbull. “Now, I’m going to be
running camp at Crescent Driving
Range in Union and also giving golf
lessons. That’s where I will hang
my hat.”

Having been a golf professional
has given Turnbull a little advantage
as a high school coach. “I’m able to
work a little bit and help them on the
side with a little bit of psychological
philosophy that goes into golf and
also with mechanics,” he said.

His golf pro background also gave
him much experience in organizing
tournaments, such as the prestigious
Blue Devil Invitational held every
year at Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield.

Last year, several Union County
players who have played at Scotch
Hills and have been influenced by
Turnbull received All-Union County
(UC) honors. Blue Devils Ryan
Shallcross, Adam Karnish, Jimmy
Arbes and Garrett Cockren received
the Spike Crowley Award for the
Most Valuable golfers in the county.
Raider Jack Davis, Governor
Livingston’s All-State golfer David
Chung and JJ Occi of Cranford re-
ceived All-UC honors.

“Every player who made All-
County I taught or had some influ-
ence with,” said Turnbull.

Union County High School
Varsity Baseball Results:

APRIL 21:
Plainfield 5, Westfield 4

Cardinal Dante Harvey fanned six
Blue Devils and walked one. Jan
Cocozziello singled and scored two
runs for 6-2 Westfield.
Cranford 9, East Side 2

Greg Van Horn had a double, a
single, two stolen bases and two runs
scored for the 6-3 Cougars.
Bayonne 3, Union 1

John Dennis had two singles and
an RBI for 6-2 Union.
New Providence 3, Dayton 1

John Hollerbach rapped an RBI
single in the sixth for the 4-2 Pioneers.

APRIL 22:
New Providence 4, Union
Catholic 3

Chris Tafel had an RBI double in
the sixth to give the Pioneers the
victory. Pete Rivera and Chris
Esperon each drilled an RBI double
for the 4-2 Vikings.

A. L. Johnson 8, Governor
Livingston 7

Vince Caparaso smashed a three-
run homer for the 3-4 Crusaders.
Jason Holowell hammered a grand
slam and a solo home run for the 7-
3 Highlanders.
Cranford 18, St. Peter’s Prep 8

Chris Drechsel went 4-for-4 for
the 7-3 Cougars and Jason Occi went
3-for-3 and scored three runs.

APRIL 23:
Governor Livingston 10, Rahway 0

Jon Moss pitched a five-inning
one-hitter and walked none for the 7-
3 Highlanders. Chris Bergeski hit a
grand slam and a solo home run.

APRIL 24:
Union 7, Bishop Ahr 2

Steve Bluetti tossed a four-hitter
and fanned six for the 7-2 Farmers.

Cranford 3, Immaculata 0
Bryan Giannecchini struck out

10 Spartans and walked only one
for Union County’s hottest team
that won eight of its last nine games.
Giannecchini also had a two-run
double.

Blue Devil Golfers Shut Down
SP-F Raider Golfers, 157-170

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Watchung Conference Tournament (scheduled for April 26 at
Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains).”

Sprung’s only poor hole came on
the seventh where he double bogied.
“We are pleasantly surprised with
his progress,” said Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli. “We felt all
along that he had the ability. He’s
matured. He’s playing well. It’s just
a matter of putting it together.”

Davis, a sophomore, was the Raid-
ers’ top performer last year. “Based
on what Jack did last year, we had
high hopes for him. He has the poten-
tial to win all the tournaments we
enter, such as the Watchung Confer-
ence and the counties,” said Ciccotelli.

The Raiders, who had only one
senior on last year’s squad, are still
quite young with the only senior
being Rob Maroney.

“I think we are a better team but
our record may not show it because
we have a tougher schedule this year,”
commented Ciccotelli.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
COACH OF THE YEAR...John
Turnbull displays his 2003 Coach of
the Year Award.

Union Catholic Viking Erin O’Connor

For additional information or a private tour, please call:

Patricia Plante
Sales Associate

Call Direct: (908) 233-2162
600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090

Office: (908) 233-0065

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.
Equal Housing Opportunity.

SCOTCH PLAINS—Elegance abounds in this richly appointed split level
home. Gleaming hardwood floors, open staircase, expansive windows, a
luxurious sun filled living room, delightful formal dining room with sliders
that overlook the deck, a beautiful, lush yard and an enclosed pool. A fabu-
lous location, near schools, town and transportation only serves to enhance
the allure of this lovely home.

Presented for $699,900.
Call Pat Plante for details (908) 233-2162

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR A PRIVATE TOUR, PLEASE CONTACT:

Joyce Taylor
Sales Associate

600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090
Direct Line: (908) 233-6417 Office: (908) 233-0065

Joyce-Taylor@Burgdorff.com

WESTFIELD—Wonderful 6 bedroom Colonial—hardwood floors, pocket
doors, architectural details and natural wood trim. Delightful heated sun room,
fireplace in living room, 2½ baths and more. Located on nearly a quarter acre
just moments from town, schools and New York City transportation.

Offered for $529,000
Call Joyce Taylor for details: (908) 233-6417

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
regular meeting of the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains held on
APRIL 27, 2004 the 2004 LOCAL MUNICI-
PAL BUDGET OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS was duly passed on
second and final reading.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/29/04, The Times Fee: $11.22
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U.C. Youth League Baseball
Registration Now Available

NETTING TWO AGAINST VOORHEES…The Westfield High School fresh-
men boys lacrosse team beat Voorhees 2-1 on April 22. Luke Baran, No. 37,
netted both goals to pull out the victory.

Central Jersey Stars Win
First Four Soccer Games

The CWS (Cranford, Westfield,
Scotch Plains) Premiere Central Jersey
(CJ) Stars girls soccer team opened its
spring season with four shutout victo-
ries. The CJ Stars play in Mid-New
Jersey Flight #1 (Under-13) and are the
defending Flight #1 champions from the
fall season.

They recorded victories over West
Windsor (3-0), Somerset Hills (1-0),
North Hunterdon (2-0) and Randolph (1-
0). The CJ Stars are sponsored by CWS
but are comprised of players from
throughout Union and Essex Counties,
including Cranford, Linden, Scotch
Plains, Short Hills, South Orange, Sum-
mit and Westfield.

The team plays a Brazilian-style, quick-
passing, ball-control game. The girls are
taught multiple positions and often move
around the field during the games.
Through the year, the Stars play in several
tournaments against top competition from
New Jersey and surrounding states. The
CJ Stars U-13 team was founded in fall
2002 by Gina Clark and are coached by
Keith Hertell, both of Westfield.

Inquiries may be directed to Mr.
Hertell at (908) 233-5522.The team will
be holding tryouts for the fall season on

May 18 and May 20 from 6 to 8 p.m. at
Echo Lake Park soccer fields in
Mountainside.

SPF Youth Baseball Assn. Has
Opening Day Ceremonies

SPF YOUTH BASEBALL OPENING DAY…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth
Baseball Association had opening day ceremonies on April 17. Pictured, left to
right, are: Commissioner Tom Paterson, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
Fanwood Councilman Michael Brennan, President Joe Sebolao, and Senior
Advisor Mike Michalisin.

Scotch Plains Fanwood Youth Base-
ball Association started their 49th sea-
son on April 17 with ceremonies held at
Booth Field on Westfield Road and Val-
ley Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Attending guests were Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks, Fanwood Coun-
cilman Mike Brennan and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Varsity Baseball
Head Coach Tom Baylock. Deacon Jack
Lynch gave the blessing and David
Murray sang the National Anthem.

Awards presented, included the Tho-
mas Paterson Distinguished Service
Award to members Ben LoBrace and
Keith Gilman. The James P. O’Brien
Memorial Award was presented to past
Senior Division Players Andrew Goldberg
and Michael Rusin. The David M. Ferro

Memorial Sportsmanship Award was pre-
sented to past Major Division Player
Michael Lauricella. The James R. Sochan
Senior Division MVP award was pre-
sented to Dan Birnbaum. The Sponsor of
the Year awards were presented to Albert
Antoine and Waste Management.

The Association consists of 70 teams
in 6 Divisions with 880 players aged
from 6 to 15 years old, and 275 manag-
ers and coaches. It provides Official
Babe Ruth League Baseball to the youth
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

The Union County Baseball Associa-
tion (UCBA) is holding registration for
all boys and girls, ages 8 to 15, for its
Summer Youth League baseball teams.
The program is sponsored by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders, the
Union County Department of Parks and
Recreation and the UCBA.

Sign-ups will be held at Warinanco
Park Boat House in Roselle on five Satur-
days: May 15, May 22, June 5, June 12 and
June 19 from 9 a.m. to noon. Each player
is required to bring a $25 registration fee
and a birth certificate. Players must be at
least 8-years-old by June 25 and cannot be
16 before August 6.

The league provides coaches, umpires,
shirts and baseball caps. All games will
be played at Warinanco Park, Monday
through Friday between 9 a.m. and 3
p.m., and the games will be coached and

supervised by UCBA staff.
A skill level evaluation will be con-

ducted at the time of registration so all
players must bring a glove. All who reg-
ister will participate in play!

The league will be divided into three
divisions: Teen League (ages 13 to 15),
Major League (ages 11 and 12) and Minor
League (ages 8 to 10). There will be no
refund after June 24.

An awards picnic will be held on Au-
gust 6. For more information, please call
(908) 527-4910 or visit www.ucba-nj.org.

Westfield Knights to Hold
L.L. Memorial Day Tourney
Little League baseball teams from

Westfield, Clark, Mountainside, Sum-
mit and other surrounding towns will be
competing in the second annual Knights
of Columbus Westfield Invitational
Tournament. This year, the tournament
is scheduled to start on Memorial Day
weekend, May 29-31, with champion-
ship games to be played the following
weekend. Planned as an early kickoff of
the summer travel season, the competi-
tion will be the first chance for local
traveling squads to test their talents in
tournament play.

The event is sponsored by Council
1711, located in Westfield. Last year the
tournament raised more than $5,000 for
local food pantries, youth baseball pro-
grams and children’s charities. The tour-
nament proceeds also supported a local
Eagle Scout’s project to build a handi-
cap accessible playground at Westfield’s
Memorial Pool.

“When we ran the inaugural tourna-
ment last August, we saw great enthusi-
asm and support for a charity tournament
in Westfield. By moving this year’s tour-
nament to the start of the season, we are
hoping to get more teams and families
involved and to generate more excite-
ment,” said tournament director, Steve
Macri.

Once again, the tournament will focus
on inclusiveness and sportsmanship.

“While many tournaments have an
emphasis on fierce competition and
travel, ours has a local flavor and a
purpose that you can do a good deed and
have fun at the same time,” Macri said.
“We are most encouraged by the contin-
ued enthusiasm for these goals and the
support for local charities by our par-
ents, players and Council volunteers.”

The Knights will seek to raise money
through the sale of refreshments, T-shirts
and prizes that include premium box
seats for the June 27 Mets-Yankees game,
other premium box seats for Mets and
Yankee contests, autographed baseball
memorabilia, vintage press photos, youth
baseball equipment and more.

Teams ages 11 and 12 will compete in
single elimination play after three seed-
ing games are held during the
tournament’s first two days. The tourna-
ment semifinals will be held on Mon-
day, May 31. All games will be held at
Gumbert Fields on South Chestnut St.,
off North Ave., in Westfield. Games are
scheduled to start at 10 a.m., Saturday,
May 29. For complete information on
joining the tournament competition, sup-
porting the charity sales or other particu-
lars, email smacri@putneylaw.com.

Courtesy of Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader and The Times

 

Scotch Hills Women’s
Golf Results Told:

Below are the results of the women’s
100% Handicap golf tournaments held
at Scotch Hills Golf Course on April 6
and April 20:

FLIGHT A:
Low Gross: Charleen Szenyi 51

FLIGHTS B&C:
Combined Net: 1. Pat Herring 32, 2.
Alice Kehler 35, 3. Szenyi 37

FLIGHT A (APRIL 20):
Low Gross: Marge Grimmer 43
Net: 1. Grimmer 30, 2. Janet Newell 31,
3. Carol Nichols/Chris Haight 33

FLIGHT B:
Low Gross: Janice Lawyer 53
Net: 1. Lawyer/Petie Prybylski 34, 2.
Gert Simons 35

FLIGHT C:
Low Gross: Arlene LaTourette 60
Net: 1. LaTourette 34, 2. Nancy
Christensen/Francie Gibbons 37

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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SECOND IN THE LEAGUE…The Westfield Warriors recently finished
second out of 14 teams in the fourth grade Garden State Basketball League.
Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Michael Mondon, John Lanzano, Max
Tabak, Jackson O’Leary, Sam Rosenburgh and Kurt Kowalski; second row,
Nathan Mitchell, Ned Allen, Mike Giacone, Peter Mebane, Alex Williams and
Paul Werner; back row, Assistant Coach Dave Rosenburgh, Coach John
O’Leary and Assistant Coach Mark Mitchell.

Westfield Warriors Capture
IHM Basketball Crown

The Westfield Warriors recently
captured the IHM 4th Grade Boys
Travel Basketball March Madness
Championship by defeating
Cranford, 40-39, in overtime. The
Warriors were down by one point
with seven seconds left in overtime
when Michael Mondon passed the
ball to Nathan Mitchell, who drove
to the basket and was fouled. He
made two clutch foul shots to put the
Warriors ahead and win the Champi-
onship.

Mitchell was also the game high
scorer with 10 points while Mondon
and Jackson O’Leary each netted
nine points respectively. Ned Allen,
Mike Giacone and Paul Werner all
added four points each. Alex Will-
iams and Peter Mebane controlled
the boards while Max Tabak, Sam
Rosenburgh, Kurt Kowalski and
Johnnny Lanzano all played tough
team defense and were instrumental
in the victory. The Warriors finished
with a 41-8 record this season.

SP-F Diamondbacks Rattle
Royals, 15-1, and Mets, 13-3
The Diamondbacks of the Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball As-
sociation moved to 2-0 in the Major
Division after pounding the Royals,
15-1, and the Mets, 13-3.

Against the Royals, Brian Kahn,
Connor Thompson, Mitch McNamara
and Golan Rozenberg accounted for a
total of nine standup doubles. Also
stinging the ball were Todd Wiener,
Chris Gilman and Will McColly, all
with clothesline drives to the outfield.

Thompson pitched three solid score-
less innings and was relieved by Alex
Parker and McNamara who combined
to shut down the Royals.

Against the Mets, the Diamond-
backs rallied in several innings to build

their lead. McNamara and Thompson
both blasted home runs, McNamara’s
being a mammoth shot. Kahn showed
his lightning speed stealing bases and
beating out what was to be a sacrifice
bunt. The bats of Michael Kitts (3-for-
4 with a double) and Wiener (2-for-3
with a double) were also instrumen-
tal.

Thompson threw well again from
the hill, recording seven strikeouts
before getting relief from Wiener.
Defensively, Wiener blocked the plate
and presented the ball to the umpire to
halt an early Mets rally. Gilman was
alert in tagging out a Mets runner as he
rounded third. Michael Rizzo,
Sebastian Valdes and Chris Fortunato
exhibited solid base running and de-
fense to contribute to the team effort.

Westfield Tennis Association
Invites Local Women to Join
All local women tennis players are

invited to join the Westfield Tennis
Association (WTA) and participate
in one or more of the tennis ladders
organized by the WTA. Applications
may be obtained at the Recreation
Office in the town municipal build-
ing. An application may also be
printed out by going online to the
WTA website:
www.westfieldnj.com/wta.

Each ladder has players interested
in meeting other players for friendly
competition. Players arrange matches
between themselves and the winner
calls in the score to the ladder coor-
dinator. Season play will begin on
Thursday, May 1, and continue
through Labor Day. Ladder stand-
ings are posted in The Westfield
Leader every two weeks and are up-
dated weekly on the WTA website.
Further information is available by
telephoning Jean Power at (908) 654-
7418.

FINAL 2003 STANDINGS:
  1. JoAnn Purdy 19. Pat Page
  2. Meg Butler 20. Paula Brotman
  3. Monica Morin 21. Tina Wasilewski
  4. Sherri Bender 22. Deirdre Gelinne
  5. Clara Karnish 23. Diane Barabas
  6. Danielle Coleman 24. N. Freundlich
  7. Jean Power 25. Beth Brenner
  8. Lisa Sottung 26. Charlote Lee
  9. Vollbrechthausen 27. Ellen Smith
10. Dianne Mroz 28. Linda Coleman

11. Evelyn Matino 29. Liz Fischer
12. Kathy O’Neill 30. Julia Walker
13. Maria E. Whelan 31. Sandy Antonelli
14. Janet Cornell 32. Carol Healey
15. M. Perez-Santalla 33.Jan Velasco
16. Janice Honymar 34. Samantha North
17. Priscilla Wood 35. A. Wilhelm
18. MaryLou Wexler 36. Eileen Mitchell

New players, as well as existing
players, are allowed 2 “free” chal-
lenges (anyone on the ladder) and
must use them by June 1. Afterward,
players may challenge anyone up to
8 positions higher on the ladder. The
first reporting period concludes at 8
PM Sunday, May 16. Match scores
should be called in by the winner to
Jean Power, the Women’s Singles
Ladder coordinator.

PLACING IN STATE WRESTLING…Colin Barber and Tony Pafumi, both
from the Westfield PAL Wrestling League, placed at the New Jersey State
Championships on March 20-21. Pafumi, left, placed fifth in the 90lb Midget
class and Barber placed second in the 80lb Bantam class.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

POSTERS
The Westfield Leader and The Times
has the capability to make large color
posters (24x18 and smaller) of sports
photos, or any photos you may wish to
have reproduced. Prices are reasonable.
Call David Corbin at (908) 232-4407
or e-mail Dave for information at
dcorbin@goleader.com.

Blue Thunder Foils
Soccer Cyclones 3-1

Coming off an impressive win of
formerly undefeated West Orange, the
Scotch-Plains-Fanwood (SPF) U14
boys’ soccer team eclipsed Millburn,
3-1, and improved its spring record to
2-1.

The physical, end-to-end first half
ended 0-0, as SPF goalkeeper An-
drew Smith stymied the Millburn of-
fense with six saves.

SPF let down their guard just one
minute into the second half as the
Cyclones evaded the Thunder “D”
and found the back of the SPF goal.
The Blue Thunder responded eight
minutes later by tying the score with a
goal by Juan Castillo off a header by
Colin Grimm. Chris McManus and
Steve Young combined for seven shots
in the second half as Mike Roth and
Denzel Amankwah led the defensive
effort.

Marc Eric Fusillo scored the game
winner off a darting corner kick by
Mark Koransky. Koransky scored his
second assist of the game as Young
hammered home the game clincher.

WF Sparks Complete
Successful Hoops Year
The Westfield Girl’s 7th grade Com-

petitive Basketball Team completed
the winter cycle of its yearly playing
schedule with the following accom-
plishments:

Wayne PAL Thanksgiving Tourna-
ment – 7th Grade Champions

Middlesex County Raritan Bay Win-
ter League – 8th Grade Champions

IHM March Madness Tournament –
7th Grade Champions

S. Brunswick Christmas Tournament
– 8th Grade Finalist

Wayne PAL March Madness Tourna-
ment – 7th Grade Finalist

Bergen, Passaic, Hudson County
League – 8th Grade Semi-Finalist

IHM Super League 8th Grade – Par-
ticipant

IHM Tip Off Classic 8th Grade Divi-
sion – Participant

The program is open to Westfield
girls interested in playing highly com-
petitive basketball year round (with ac-
commodation for other sports). For
player interest, please reply to WCBI, P.
O. Box 643, Westfield, NJ 07091-0643.
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Westfield Traffic Studies Didn’t
Take Driver Behavior Into Account

I watched some of the encore presen-
tation of the traffic study presentation
given by the consultant and I have a brief
comment to make. It’s a definite given
that if the parking deck gets built, traffic
will increase. And according to the plans,
the impact of this additional traffic will
be felt on the through streets of Summit
Avenue and Boulevard, but not signifi-
cantly, according to the consultant. Any
time there is an increase in traffic, I think
it is significant. This is a great concern to
me, as I currently reside on a block of
Summit Avenue where many school
children now live.

We are all creatures of habit and like
myself, when I am affected in some
way, I look to make a change. The
change I envision taking place here is
that traffic will increase on Summit and
Boulevard because people will be af-
fected by the proposed traffic flows and
the delays that will result. You don’t
need a traffic study to realize that no
one will choose to wait in the line of
traffic that would result at the South
Avenue and Central Avenue traffic light
and then wait to make a right-hand turn
onto Central. I know I wouldn’t! Addi-
tionally, the thought of prohibiting a
left turn onto South Avenue during peak
hours sounds totally ridiculous to me,
since it would then be encouraging the
traffic flow pattern to change. The only
choice left for the driver is to make the
right turn onto South Avenue, and you
guessed it, a left turn onto Summit or
Boulevard. Furthermore, while in the
South Avenue lot, cars could simply
move to the Summit Avenue exit and go
straight through the traffic light. Why
would they even think about making a
left hand turn and deal with the delay in
traffic, when they can go right down
Summit and avoid that whole mess?
This seems like the most logical as-
sumption a driver would make.

Consultants can refer to past studies,
guidelines, computer models and vehicle
counts in order to predict future traffic
flows and determine at best a guess esti-

mate as to the number of additional ve-
hicles that will be added to our streets
once a deck is in place. What the traffic
study did not take into account is the
driver’s behavior. How will the driver
react and adjust their routine once it has
been negatively affected? This is an im-
portant concern that cannot be predicted
or overlooked. Once a driver begins to
experience delays in his/her commuting
routine, the natural thought process is to
look for alternate routes of travel to elimi-
nate these delays. If I had the option of
either sitting in traffic on a main street or
weaving through several residential streets
to bypass the main traffic flow but still get
to my designation, it only makes sense to
choose the latter option.

One positive point that was brought up
and needs to be addressed is how will the
speed of vehicles traveling down Summit
Avenue and Boulevard be enforced? This
is a major concern, as many young chil-
dren reside on these streets. I don’t think
that an additional stop sign or two and/or
the temporary staging of the radar /detec-
tor/speed monitor (which has yet to make
its way to Summit Avenue) will make a
significant impact. Cars fly down Sum-
mit Avenue and Boulevard now, since
both through streets have a stop sign at the
intersection of Washington.

Lastly, I understand that downtown
businesses are pro deck and stating that
parking is limited for their patrons. If
this is indeed the case, then a parking
deck should be put up but only on the
north side.

I’m not even going to get into the
financials, the possible effects on taxes
and the payments in lieu of taxes (just a
reminder, the school budget has passed).
I think others have voiced their opinions
pretty well on those issues. I don’t think
the Town of Westfield should be bur-
dened with a project of this magnitude
when other options could be further in-
vestigated.

Rick Prosuk
Westfield

Custom 10 room Tamaques residence.  4-5 bedrooms, flexible floorplan, stunning

decor and updates throughout.  Sparkling white kitchen with center island and

separate eating area.  Skylit family room with fireplace adjacent to kitchen.

Elegantly appointed living room & formal dining room with volume ceilings.  Oak

flooring and banisters, private yard, CAC and so much more.  Most convenient

location within short distance to schools, park, shops & transportation.  Call for

your personal tour of this exceptional home. $649,000 (052009473)

weichert.com

Custom Westfield Residence

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Holly - Top
Producer Month

of March

Invite Holly in,
and she’ll bring results!

HOLLY COHEN

 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Expect More 
 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE GOLD LEVEL 2003   

This charming 7 Room Colonial home on a quiet Westfield 
street offers an updated Kitchen, Family Room, 2 fireplaces, 
Living Room with cathedral ceiling, hardwood floors, Screened 
Porch and fenced yard with deck.             Offered for $719,900. 

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090     

Elegant is this 8 room Cape Cod home in Westfield.  It boasts a 
gourmet Eat-in Kitchen, luxurious new baths, sauna, steam shower, 
wet bar, 4 fireplaces and rear yard inspired by the Beverly Hills Hotel 
and overlooking the Park.  (WSF0397)         Offered for $1.2 Million              

Open House Event Sunday 1-4pm 
This charming 9 Room English Colonial home is located on a 
tree-lined Westfield street close to schools, town and NYC 
transportation. It boasts an Eat-in Kitchen, Dining Room, 
Living Room with fireplace, Family Room, Recroom, hardwood 
floors, new Baths and more!                      Offered for $729,900. 

This completely renovated, custom built 4 Bedroom Cottage style 
home is nestled in the heart of the prestigious Gardens section of 
Westfield. Exemplifying quality craftsmanship and magnificent 
appointments, this fine home represents the ideal combination of 
classic detail and modern convenience and luxury.  Call today for 
elevations and plans.  (WSF 0386)                 Offered for $1.5 Million 

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
sealed bids will be received by the Board of
Education of the Town of Westfield, New
Jersey, in the Board of Education office, 302
Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey  07090,
at 10:00 AM (Prevailing Time) on May 11,
2004 at which time bids will be publicly
opened and read aloud for:

“PORTICO RESTORATION
AND RELATED WORK AT
WESTFIELD BOARD OF EDU-
CATION ADMINISTRATION
OFFICES, B04-15”

Plans and Specifications will be available
on April 30, 2004.

Plans, specifications, form of bid, con-
tract and bond for the proposed work and
other contract documents thereto, as pre-
pared by M. Disko Associates, are on file in
their offices at 151 Sumner Avenue,
Kenilworth, New Jersey 07033, and may be
examined at the office of M. Disko Associ-
ates during normal business hours.

Bidders will be furnished with a copy of
the Plans and Specifications by the Engi-
neer, upon proper notice and payment of a
check for Sixty-Five ($65.00) Dollars for
each set, payable to M. DISKO ASSOCI-
ATES, said cost being the reproduction
price of the documents and is not return-
able.

Proposal forms (as contained in the Speci-
fications) provide for the awarding of all the
work to the lowest qualified bidder under a
single contract.

The guaranty accompanying the bid shall
be given in the amount of ten percent (10%)
of the bid and may be given at the option of
the bidder by a Certified Check or Bid Bond
from a reputable insurance company.

If the bid exceeds $20,000.00, bidders
must be prequalified by the New Jersey
Department of the treasury, Division of Build-
ing and Construction, prior to the date bids
are received. Any bid submitted under the
terms of the New Jersey statues not includ-
ing a copy of a valid and active
Prequalification/Classification Certificate will
be rejected as being nonresponsive to bid
requirements.

All bidders must be prequalified in accor-
dance with Chapter 105, Laws of 1962, as
amended by Chapter 188, Laws of 1968 as
set forth in Instructions to Bidders.

Labor in connection with the project shall
be paid not less than wages as listed in
Prevailing Wage Rate Determination pursu-
ant to Chapter 150 of the New Jersey Laws
of 1963, or the U.S. Department of Labor
Wage Determinations, whichever are higher
for each class of labor.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.S.J.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq., pertaining to the “Public
School Contracts Law.”

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of Affirmative Action Regula-
tions P.L. 1975, Chapter 127 (NJAC 17:27).

Bids may be held by the Board of Educa-
tion for a period not to exceed sixty (60) days
from the date of the opening of Bids for the
purpose of reviewing the bids and investi-
gating the qualifications of bidders, prior to
awarding of the Contract.

The Board of Education reserves the right
to reject any or all bids or to waive informality
in the bidding if in its judgement the School
Board and public interest will be served by
so ding.

By order of the Board of Education,
Westfield, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 4/29/04, The Leader Fee: $77.52

PUBLIC NOTICE

Westfielder Responds to Kevin Retcho
Letter on Same Sex Union Forum

I am writing in response to the letter of
April 22 from Kevin Retcho of Linden.
Mr. Retcho’s letter was a masterpiece of
confusion and convoluted logic which, I
must admit, had me totally baffled for
quite a while. What, after all, did Temple
Emanu-El’s hosting of an open forum on
the topic of same sex marriage have to
do with the erection of barricades by the
police in response to a potential terrorist
threat? How was Mr. Retcho able to
equate an expression of love and com-
mitment between two people to a pos-
sible violent attack on a house of wor-
ship? And how was Mr. Retcho so easily
able to make the jump from the assault
on family values by liberals, socialists
and (dare I say?) Democrats to what is
apparently the real issue on his mind, the
perceived collapse of our healthcare and
social security systems?

It took a great deal of thought to
finally discover the common thread in
all these questions, but I think I have the
answer. At their core, all of these issues
revolve around the “values” of igno-

rance and intolerance. Ignorance and
intolerance lead to verbal attacks on
individuals and institutions that express
opinions different from one’s own. Taken
to the extreme, they contribute to the
fanaticism that spawns acts of violence
and terrorism. These are legitimate ques-
tions to be raised and issues to be dis-
cussed. Willingness to host such discus-
sions should not draw the kind of reac-
tionary condemnation expressed in Mr.
Retcho’s letter.

So, after long and careful consider-
ation, I think I have a better grasp on the
forces that shaped Mr. Retcho’s impas-
sioned missive. But perhaps someone
can tell me what a “single digit elected
official” is. That one still has me baffled.

Marty Silverman
Westfield

More Letters to
         The Editor
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Westfield (Week of April 19):
Helen Muriel Armstrong to Tho-

mas and Sandra Murray, 1056 Pros-
pect Street, $500,000.

Lorraine Menist to Daniel and
Hayley O’Brien, 144 Effingham
Place, $680,000.

Sean and Christine Flannery to
Clinton and Tracy Factor, 440
Kimball Turn, $1,100,000.

Diane Lynn Ressler Ziegler to
Shawn and Karla Flaherty, 220 Euclid
Avenue, South, $810,000.

William and Jean Whitney to Frank
and Lisa Pessolano, 330 Benson
Place, $610,000.

J. Michael Snizek and Arlene
O’Reilly to David and Melissa
Klafter, 114 Wells Street, $643,500.

Westfield Four, LLC to James Hill
and Tran Le Baker, 113 Harrow Road,
$770,000.

Gerald and Nancy Rubin to Eric
and Mindy Sherbet, 48 Genesee Trail,
$561,900.

Ryan and Kathleen Oligino to
Labib Riachi, 319 Massachusetts
Street, $449,000.

Recent Home
Sales

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday
May 10, 2004 in the Council Chambers at
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for variance from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

Jackie Cleary and John Urbano, 588
Sherwood Parkway, is seeking permission
to construct and addition contrary to the
requirements of Sections: 11.09E6 and
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum side yard set
back of 10 feet. 5 feet is existing and pro-
posed. Ordinance requires maximum build-
ing coverage of 20%. Applicant proposes
21.32%.

Michael Erickson, 708 Boulevard, is seek-
ing permission to construct an addition con-
trary to the requirements of Sections:
11.07E6 and 12.03D of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a minimum side
yard set back of 10 feet. Applicant proposes
9.67 feet.  Ordinance requires a front yard
set back + 39.6 feet ( E.F.Y.D. ).  Applicant
proposes 32.9 feet.

Peter Davisdson, 178 Harrison Avenue,
is seeking permission to construct an addi-
tion contrary to the requirements of Section:
11.09 E.6 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Or-
dinance requires a minimum side yard set
back of 10 feet.  9.36 feet is existing and
proposed.

Gerald Hickey, 714 Boulevard, is seeking
permission to erect a portion of a fence
around an in-ground pool contrary to the
requirements of Section: 13.02E of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance requires a pool
enclosure to be 6 foot solid. Applicant pro-
poses a portion to be 4 foot high.

John DeAnna, 522 Coleman Place, is
seeking permission to erect a two-story ad-
dition and rear porch, contrary to the re-
quirements of Section: 11.09E6 and 12.04F1
of the Land Use Ordinance.  Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard set back of 10
feet.  Applicant proposes 6 feet.  Ordinance
requires a maximum allowable building cov-
erage of 20%. Applicant proposes 23.9%.

Cindy Archambault, 715 Highland Av-
enue, is seeking permission to erect addi-
tions contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion: 11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
set back of 15 feet.  Applicant proposes 12
feet 35 inches, and 9 feet 38 inches.

Mark Friedberg, 105 Linden Avenue, is
seeking permission to erect an addition and
portico contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion: 11.07E6 and 12.03D of  the Land Use
Ordinance.  Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard set back of 10 feet.  Applicant
proposes 9 feet 2 inches. Ordinance re-
quires a front yard set back of 45.2 feet  (E.
F.Y.D.) Applicant proposes 40 feet.

Mirian and Michael Nemeth, 648 Dorian
Road, is seeking permission to construct
additions contrary to the requirements of
Section: 12.03D of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a front yard set
back of 32.6 feet.  Applicant proposes 22.0
feet.

Michelle and Michael Massa, 417 South
Euclid Avenue, is seeking permission to
construct a detached two-car garage (less
than 500 square feet), contrary to the re-
quirements of Section 13.01.G.1.b of the
Land Use Ordinance.  Ordinance requires
accessory structures up to 500 square feet
coverage shall be located at least five feet
from the side and rear lot lines, except when
such accessory buildings or above–grade
structures are located in that portion of the
rear yard which abuts a side yard on an
adjacent property, the building or structure
shall be located at least ten (10) feet from
such side yard.  One (1) foot, eight (8)
inches is existing and proposed.

Robert Stahl and Elizabeth Ferguson are
seeking permission to construct a front porch
contrary to the requirements of Section:
11.09 E.6 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Or-
dinance requires a minimum side yard set
back of 15 feet. Ten (10) feet seven (7)
inches is existing and proposed.

Sally Cohen Alameno, 241 Hazel Avenue,
is seeking permission to erect an addition
contrary to the requirements of Section:12.04
F1 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Ordinance
requires a maximum allowable coverage by
building of 20%.  Applicant proposes 23.6%.

Michelle and Daniel Cano are seeking
permission to erect a second and third floor
addition and front porch contrary to the
requirements of Sections: 11.09E.6 and
12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance.  Ordi-
nance requires a minimum side yard set
back of 10 feet.  9.61 feet is existing and
proposed.  Ordinance requires the front
yard set back of 35 feet 3 inches (E.F.Y.D.).
Applicant proposes 30 feet 4 inches.

Marie and Anthony Kacmarsky, 15 Bennett
Place, are seeking to erect an addition con-
trary to the requirements of Section: 12.04
F.1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires maximum building coverage of 20%.
Applicant proposes 21%.

The Westfield School of Dance, LLC, 137
Central Avenue, seeking permission to oc-
cupy approximately 3,000 square feet of the
existing second floor space for a dance
studio. Applicant seeks variance from sec-
tion 11.25 A of the Land Use Ordinance that
does not permit such a use and possible
variance for the number of parking spaces
required if the Board of Adjustment deter-
mines such variance is required per Section
17.02C8 of the Land Use Ordinance.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Roseanne Peer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 4/29/04, The Leader Fee: $117.81

SISTER ACT…Washington Elementary School Brownie Troops No. 660 and
763 and Roosevelt Intermediate School Cadette Troop No. 905 recently con-
ducted a “World Expo” at the First Baptist Church in Westfield. The event
featured an array of activities such as an around-the-world fashion show, a
parachute sing-along game and a performance by Irish step dancers. The year-
end Fly Up Ceremony immediately following the expo recognized more than 40
scouts who were elevated to the next level of Girl Scouting. Pictured are three
sets of sisters, from left to right: Julia and Olivia Spiridigliozzi, Denise and
Brianna Virzi, and Diana and Kelly Vasel.

Garden Club Reveals
Trip to ‘Chanticleer’
CRANFORD – The Green

Thumb Garden Club will offer a
bus tour to a garden known as
“Chanticleer” in Wayne, Pa. on
Saturday, May 15.

Participants will have an oppor-
tunity to roam through 31 acres of
various garden settings, including
the Ruin Garden, the Stream Gar-
den and the Asian Woods. After
lunch at Charlotte’s Restaurant,
the group will visit Scott’s Arbore-
tum at Swarthmore College.

The bus will leave at 8 a.m. from
the Orange Avenue Pool parking
lot on Orange Avenue in Cranford,
and return there at about 6:45 p.m.

The cost is $46 per person. Inter-
ested persons are asked to respond
as soon as possible. Checks should
be made payable to Green Thumb
Garden Club, in care of Geri Livelli,
12 Oak Lane, Cranford 07016. For
more information, please call (908)
276-5077.

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
sealed bids will be received by the Board of
Education of the Town of Westfield, New
Jersey, in the Board of Education office, 302
Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey  07090,
at 10:30 AM (Prevailing Time) on May 11,
2004 at which time bids will be publicly
opened and read aloud for:

“REMOVAL AND REPLACE-
MENT OF EXTERIOR STEPS
AT FRANKLIN ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL, R-2028”

Plans and Specifications will be available
on April 30, 2004.

Plans, specifications, form of bid, con-
tract and bond for the proposed work and
other contract documents thereto, as pre-
pared by M. Disko Associates, are on file in
their offices at 151 Sumner Avenue,
Kenilworth, New Jersey 07033, and may be
examined at the office of M. Disko Associ-
ates during normal business hours.

Bidders will be furnished with a copy of
the Plans and Specifications by the Engi-
neer, upon proper notice and payment of a
check for Sixty-Five ($65.00) Dollars for
each set, payable to M. DISKO ASSOCI-
ATES, said cost being the reproduction
price of the documents and is not return-
able.

Proposal forms (as contained in the Speci-
fications) provide for the awarding of all the
work to the lowest qualified bidder under a
single contract.

The guaranty accompanying the bid shall
be given in the amount of ten percent (10%)
of the bid and may be given at the option of
the bidder by a Certified Check or Bid Bond
from a reputable insurance company.

If the bid exceeds $20,000.00, bidders
must be prequalified by the New Jersey
Department of the treasury, Division of Build-
ing and Construction, prior to the date bids
are received. Any bid submitted under the
terms of the New Jersey statues not includ-
ing a copy of a valid and active
Prequalification/Classification Certificate will
be rejected as being nonresponsive to bid
requirements.

All bidders must be prequalified in accor-
dance with Chapter 105, Laws of 1962, as
amended by Chapter 188, Laws of 1968 as
set forth in Instructions to Bidders.

Labor in connection with the project shall
be paid not less than wages as listed in
Prevailing Wage Rate Determination pursu-
ant to Chapter 150 of the New Jersey Laws
of 1963, or the U.S. Department of Labor
Wage Determinations, whichever are higher
for each class of labor.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.S.J.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq., pertaining to the “Public
School Contracts Law.”

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of Affirmative Action Regula-
tions P.L. 1975, Chapter 127 (NJAC 17:27).

Bids may be held by the Board of Educa-
tion for a period not to exceed sixty (60) days
from the date of the opening of Bids for the
purpose of reviewing the bids and investi-
gating the qualifications of bidders, prior to
awarding of the Contract.

The Board of Education reserves the right
to reject any or all bids or to waive informality
in the bidding if in its judgement the School
Board and public interest will be served by
so ding.

By order of the Board of Education,
Westfield, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 4/29/04, The Leader Fee: $76.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
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PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
R32-11 FLOOR TILE INSTALLATION

AT WESTFIELD HIGH SCHOOL

BIDS DUE:
MAY 20, 2004 AT 2:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Adminis-
tration Building, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, on the date and at the
time indicated, and then publicly opened
and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the pro-
posal forms in the manner designated. Pro-
posals must be endorsed on the outside of
the sealed envelope, with the name of the
bidder, the bidder’s address and the name
of the supplies, equipment, or services for
which the bid is submitted. It is understood
and agreed that proposals may be delivered
before the time or at the place specified for
opening. The Board of Education assumes
no responsibility for bids mailed or misdi-
rected in delivery.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of the
Board of Education. No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days after the
date set for the opening thereof.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et. seq., pertaining to the “Public
School Contracts Law”.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127, (NJAC
17:27).

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be ac-
companied by a bid bond, cashier’s check
or certified check made payable to the
Westfield Board of Education for 10 percent
(10%) of the amount of the total bid, how-
ever, not to exceed $20,000.00.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 4/29/04, The Leader Fee: $53.04

Enchanting Landmark Lady
Westfield, New Jersey

Gracious Turn-Of-The-Century Victorian on a spectacular near acre property with Carriage House,
vintage ice cream parlor, tennis courts and stable.  The sparkling conservatory overlooking the deck
with hot tub offers a panoramic view of this notable enclave.  The sunlit classic interior is further
enhanced by exquisite stained glass windows.  Just two blocks to town, transportation, and schools.
Call for your private tour of this enchanting residence today.     $1,759,000

Weichert

Weichert

Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

Patricia O’Connor
Sales Representative

Office: 908-654-7777
e mail: pattyoconnor@weichert.com

For further information, please contact:

Westfield Office • 185 Elm Street • 908-654-7777

Invite Us In . . . We’ll Bring Results

Horace Corbin for The Leader and The Times
FRANKLIN WEBELOS…Cub Scouts from Franklin School in Westfield
visited the office of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
on Thursday, April 22, to learn about communication. Pictured above, from the
left, are: Sol, Kieran, Alex, Ryan, Matt and Connor.

Horace Corbin for The Leader and The Times
TAMAQUES TIGERS…Cub Scouts from Tamaques School in Westfield vis-
ited the office of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on
Thursday, April 22, to learn about information collection.

Horace Corbin for The Leader and The Times
COLES SCHOOL TIGERS…Cub Scouts from Coles School in Scotch Plains
visited the office of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
on Thursday, April 22, to learn about information collection.

SUMMIT – On Friday, May 14,
supporters of the Reeves-Reed Arbo-
retum in Summit are invited to at-
tend “A Garden Evening,” consist-
ing of a plant auction and buffet
dinner, to be held at the Arboretum.

Beginning at 6:30 p.m., the evening
will feature silent and live auctions,
a buffet dinner and open bar. Both
auctions will feature plants donated
by local nurseries and by friends of
the Arboretum. The event will ben-
efit education programs offered by
the Arboretum.

Trees and shrubs, as well as plants
grouped by the area of the garden

where they thrive, will all be avail-
able.

Admission to “A Garden Evening”
is $75. The Arboretum is located at
165 Hobart Avenue. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 273-8787.

Unitarian Society Choir
To Perform Requiem
COUNTY — On Sunday, May 2, at

10 a.m., the Adult Choir of the First
Unitarian Society of Plainfield, con-
ducted by Gail Slater, will perform the
Messe de Requiem by Gabriel Fauré.

A standard in choral repertoire,
Fauré’s Requiem is a setting of funeral
rites, not a full Requiem Mass, and was
written between 1887 and 1890.

An informal coffee hour in the Par-
ish Hall will follow the presentation.
The First Unitarian Society is located
at 724 Park Avenue in Plainfield. For
further information, please call (908)
756-0750.

Union County GOP Candidates to Speak
At Fanwood Train Station on May 3

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Re-
publican Club is pleased to an-
nounce the continuation of its very
popular and successful guest
speaker series.

The April-March speaker was
former Jersey City Mayor and 2001
Republican Gubernatorial candi-
date Brett Schundler. He went into
extensive detail about methods by
which the sate can affect cuts in

the property tax.
Our May speakers will be our

Union County Republican candi-
dates who plan a vigorous cam-
paign of challenge against the 9-
0 Democrat freeholder govern-
ment.

The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.
on Monday, May 3 in the Fanwood
train station. All dues paying mem-
bers and their families are invited.

‘Garden Evening’ Benefit
To Be Held at Arboretum

Program on Arthritis
Slated May 12 at ‘Y’
WESTFIELD – The Arthritis

Education and Support Group
will present a program on
Wednesday, May 12, at 7 p.m. at
the Westfield “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street.

The program will cover some
of the 130 kinds of arthritis, in-
cluding rheumatoid arthritis, lu-
pus, fibromyalgia and osteo-ar-
thritis. Cheryl Weiss of the Ar-
thritis Foundation, New Jersey
Chapter, will be the featured
speaker.

The public is invited to attend.
Registration is not required and
there is no charge. For more in-
formation, please call the “Y” at
(908) 233-2700.

www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board meeting of the Township of
Scotch Plains held on April 26, 2004, the
Board adopted the following Resolutions:

Minor subdivision approval for Dominick
Verdic, 219 Scotland Street, Block 2802,
Lot 2.

Minor subdivision approval for Elshikh
Enterprises, LLC, 2401 Hamlette Place,
Block 7201, Lot 20.

The files pertaining to these applications
are in the Office of the Planning Board and
available for inspection during business
hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 4/29/04, The Times Fee: $17.34

Completely renovated 3 Bedroom home at end
of cul-de-sac.  Large 1st flr Family Rm w fpl &
bay window, Living Rm, Dining Rm & Den.
Brand new windows, CAC/furnace, updated
Kitchen/Baths & new carpet.  Newly landscaped
- professional decor.  Paths to Tamaques School
& Park.  WSF0412

A Must See!  Traditional custom built 4
Bedroom 3 1/2 Bath Center Hall Colonial
boasting Living Rm w fpl, large formal Dining
Rm with corner cupboards, step-down Family
Rm, spacious Kitchen w separate eating area,
hardwood flrs, CAC, slate roof & deck over-
looking private yard.  WSF0434

Perfectly charming 3 Bedroom 2 Bath
Wychwood Cape radiating the warmth &
comfort of a New England home.  Living Rm w
fpl, formal Dining Rm w corner cabinet, 1st
Floor Den w built-ins, CAC & magnificent 3-
season porch with view of private yard with
flowering shrubbery & perennials.  Close to
Wilson School.  WSF 0435

$519,000 $859,000 $759,000

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES
International President’s Elite

NJAR Circle of Excellence Gold Level: 1997-2003

Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555, EXT.189

WESTFIELD CHARMERS

Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, April 27, 2004 the following ordinances
entitled:

AN ORDINANCE PERMIT-
TING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY JUNE 13, 2004 IN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS

CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION, NEW JERSEY, AU-
THORIZING THE ACQUISI-
TION OF PUBLIC TV EQUIP-
MENT IN, BY AND FOR THE
ENHANCEMENT OF COMMU-
NITY AND LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT NEEDS OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,
APPROPRIATING THERE-
FOR THE SUM OF $25,000.00
AND PROVIDING THAT SUCH
SUM SO APPROPRIATED
SHALL BE RAISED FROM
THE RESERVE FOR CABLE
FRANCHISE FUNDS

were adopted on seconded and final read-
ing

ORDINANCE AMENDING
TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE 2-
20.15 INCREASING THE
MAXIMUM AGE UPON WHICH
A PERSON MAY ENROLL IN
THE SCOTCH PLAINS VOL-
UNTEER FIRE COMPANY

was tabled.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/29/04, The Times Fee: $38.25



Page 20  Thursday, April 29, 2004 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE 597-2004
INTRO 4/8/04

FINAL ADOPTION 4/22/2004
was introduced and passed on first reading by the Board of Chosen Freeholders on April 8, 2004, and said Ordinance has been published

with Notice of Introduction thereof and of the time and place fixed for its further consideration and the Board has duly held a hearing thereof
and has given all persons interested an opportunity to be heard.  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Chosen
Freeholders that said Ordinance be and the same hereby is finally passed and adopted, and be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the
Ordinance published herewith has been finally adopted on April 22, 2004, and the 20 day period of limitations within which a suit, action
or proceeding questioning the validity of such Ordinance can be commenced has begun to run from the date of first publication of this
statement.

Sharda Badri, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

AN ORDINANCE SETTING FEES FOR UNION COUNTY PARK FACILITY FOR THE YEAR 2004

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union as follows:
1. That the schedule of fees attached hereto are hereby adopted as the official fees for the use of all County Park Facilities.
2. That this Ordinance shall take effect at the time and manner provided by law.
3. That the Clerk of the Board be and is hereby authorized and directed to publish the required notice in the appropriate newspaper

of such introduction and of a public hearing on April 22, 2004 and shall forward one certified copy, upon final passage, to each Clerk of all
Municipalities located within the County of Union.

4. That the plans pertinent to this Ordinance are on file in the Clerk of the Board’s Office.

SUMMARY OF PARKS & RECREATION PROPOSED FEE INCREASES FOR 2004
GOLF
GREEN FEES:
County
Season
Outing(+$3.00 reservation fee/per person)
Outing with shot gun start(+$26.00 cart fee)
Out-of-County
Adults
Edison (only at ORGC with proof of residency)
Senior citizen (out-of-county Reciprocity Program)
Out- of - State
MISCELLANEOUS:
Golf Camp (16 hours  per camper)
PITCH & PUTT* :
Adults
Seniors w/I.D.
Youth (17 & under )
Groups (min.12)
     

 

TRAILSIDE NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER
SUMMER PROGRAMS: fee is per person unless

noted otherwise
Preschool - camp

combo camp program
combo camp program with session E

1-6 grade camp - single
combo camp program

3-Day Workshops - Fairies & Rockers
Family Evening Programs
Family Pond Programs
Family Camp Out
     

 

WATCHUNG STABLES
HORSE BOARD:
Box Stall Late Fee
Tie Stall Late Fee
MISCELLANEOUS:
Additional feed charge (2 feeding per day):
     

 

WARINANCO SKATING CENTER
RESERVED ICE TIME:
Ice Time - Per 1 hour
 

 

MISCELLANEOUS
PROGRAMS FOR PEOPLE WITH

DISABILITIES:   
Crafts (per craft)
Trailside
Post Stroke (session)
Barn Dance
Developmentally Disabled Golf Lessons
Cooking Classes (per class)
 

 

RESERVATION FEES:
Athletic Fields (per 3hrs/baseball & softball;

2hrs/soccer)
Lighted Soccer Field (Mattano Park) @ $25/hr for 2

hrs.
PORTABLE BANDWAGON AND STAGE:
Rental fee
Cancellation fee
Sound system only
Additional Stage Platforms (requires additional 2

workers)
PRIVATE GROUP HAYRIDE RENTAL FEE:

2003
WEEKDAYS WEEKENDS

$20.00 $22.00
$17.00 $19.00
$29.00 N/A
$42.00 N/A

W/D  W/E
$40.00 $44.00
$21.00 $23.00
$20.00 N/A
$50.00 $100.00

    
$100.00

W/D W/E
$5.00 $6.00
$4.50 $5.50
$4.50 $5.50
$4.00 N/A

    
  

2003

COUNTY OUT/COUNTY

$64.00 $78.00
$78.00 $87.00
$105.00 $130.00
$245.00 $305.00
$31.50 $40.00
$4.00 $5.00
$5.00 $6.00

$45/family $60/family
    
  

2003
 Daily Monthly

10% of Horse Board Rate
10% of Horse Board Rate

Subject to current price.
    
  

2003
 County Out-of-County
$200.00 $250.00

 
 

2003
   

$5.00
$5.00

$18.00
$7.00
$7.00
$5.00

 
 

2003

County Out/County

N/A

$75 hr.  $300 min.
$50.00

N/A

$60 hr.  $240 min

Date availability, length of rental time and
number of wagons are pre-determined, and
based on the number of people in the group.
Prices are based on $2.25/person at the
pre-determined maximum number of people
per time period.

2004 PROPOSED
WEEKDAYS WEEKENDS

$22.00 $24.00
$19.00 $21.00
$31.00 N/A
$44.00 N/A

W/D  W/E
$44.00 $48.00
$23.00 $25.00
$22.00 N/A
$60.00 $100.00

    
 $120.00

W/D W/E
$5.50 $6.50 
$5.00 $6.00 
$5.00 $6.00 
$4.50 N/A

    
  

2004 PROPOSED

COUNTY OUT/COUNTY

$68.00 $85.00
$83.00 $104.00

$112.00 $140.00
$260.00 $325.00
$34.00 $42.00
$5.00 $6.00
$6.00 $7.00

$15/person $20/person
    

  

2004 PROPOSED
 Daily Monthly

$40.00 
$30.00 

$120 month
    

  

2004 PROPOSED
 County Out-of-County
$225.00 $275.00 

 
 

2004 PROPOSED
 

  
$7.00 
$7.00 

$20.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 
$7.00 

 
 

2004 PROPOSED

County Out/County

$50.00 $100.00 

$ 85 hr.  $340 min.
$50.00 

N/A

$65hr.  $260 min.
   

 Date availability, length of rental time and
number of wagons are pre-determined, and
based on the number of people in the group.
Prices are based on $2.75/person at the
maximum number of people per time period.

Portal to Portal-2 men unless noted otherwise. Not for Out-of-County use.

In County use only - Off site from May to
November only - Portal to Portal has 3 hour
minimum.

1 T - 4/29/04, The Leader Fee: $227.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-16305-03
FILE NO. 7513-03

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
SAJEDA PATHAN; JOHN DOE,
HUSBAND OF SAJEDA
PATHAN, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon CASALE &
PELLEGRINO, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is GATEHALL 1,
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054, an
Answer to the Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which AMACO is the plaintiff and
SAJEDA PATHAN, ET ALS; are defen-
dants, pending in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION County
and bearing Docket No. F-16305-03 within
thirty-five (35) days after April 29, 2004
exclusive of such date. If you fail to answer
or appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the Com-
plaint, and Amendment to Complaint, if any.
You shall file your Answer and Proof of
Service in duplicate with the Clerk of the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Hughes Jus-
tice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jer-
sey 08625, in accordance with the Rules of
Civil Practice and Procedure. You are fur-
ther advised that if you are unable to obtain
an attorney you may communicate with the
Lawyer Referral Service of the County of
Venue and that if you cannot afford an
attorney, you may communicate with the
Legal Services Office of the County of Venue.
The telephone number of such agencies are
as follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-
353-4715 - Legal Services Office 908-354-
4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax sale
certificate: 1. A certain tax certificate 00-
386, recorded on 1/9/2001, made by TERRI
MAGNUSSON, Collector of Taxes of
TOWNSHIP OF UNION, and State of New
Jersey to AMACO and subsequently as-
signed to plaintiff, AMACO. This covers real
estate located in TOWNSHIP OF UNION,
County of UNION, and State of New Jersey,
known as LOT 6.08 BLOCK 4416 as shown
on the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map
duplicate of TOWNSHIP OF UNION. and
concerns premises commonly known as 8
BASHFORD AVENUE A, TOWNSHIP OF
UNION, New Jersey.

YOU, SAJEDA PATHAN, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because you are the owner of a property
which is the subject of the above entitled
action.

YOU, JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
SAJEDA PATHAN, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to deter-
mine whether defendant SAJEDA PATHAN
is married, and if married, the name of
SAJEDA PATHAN’s spouse. If SAJEDA
PATHAN is married, the plaintiff joins JOHN
DOE, HUSBAND OF SAJEDA PATHAN,
SAID NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTI-
TIOUS as a defendant for any possessory
or marital rights you may have.

Donald F. Phelan
Clerk of the Superior Court

of New Jersey
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
1 Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey  07054
1 T - 4/29/04, The Leader Fee: $70.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
ORDINANCE 596-2004

INTRO: 4/8/04
FINAL ADOPTION: 4/22/04

was introduced and passed on first read-
ing by the Board of Chosen Freeholders on
April 8, 2004, and said Ordinance has been
published with Notice of Introduction thereof
and of the time and place fixed for its further
consideration and the Board has duly held a
hearing thereof and has given all persons
interested an opportunity to be heard.  NOW,
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the
Board of Chosen Freeholders that said Or-
dinance be and the same hereby is finally
passed and adopted, and be it FURTHER
RESOLVED, that the Ordinance published
herewith has been finally adopted on April
22, 2004, and the 20 day period of limita-
tions within which a suit, action or proceed-
ing questioning the validity of such Ordi-
nance can be commenced has begun to run
from the date of first publication of this
statement.

Sharda Badri, Clerk of the Board
of Chosen Freeholders

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED

“UNION COUNTY
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders of the County of Union that
the Administrative Code of the County of
Union is hereby amended in the attached
particulars.

This Ordinance shall take effect at the
time and in the manner provided by law.

The Clerk of the Board shall be and is
hereby directed to publish a notice in the
appropriate newspaper of such introduction
and holding a public hearing on April 22,
2004 and shall forward one certified copy,
upon final passage, to each Clerk of all
Municipalities located within the County of
Union.

CHAPTER 26, BENEFITS
Article III

Mileage Reimbursement
26-3.  Rate of Reimbursement Estab-

lished.  [Amended 9-24-1992 by Res. No.
749A-92]

The Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Union hereby establishes as policy
of this County the payment of $.30 per mile
as reimbursement to County employees
using their own vehicles to conduct autho-
rized County business.

CHAPTER 93, MEETINGS
Article II

Reimbursement for Attendance
93-4.  Per diem rate established.

[Amended 5-10-1984 by Res. No, 344-84]
A.  The Board of Chosen Freeholders of

the County of Union hereby establishes as
policy the following rates:

(1)  Lodging:  Up to the convention rate or
prevailing rate in the area for a standard
room, per day.

(2) Meals: The set price of a specific meal
function which is part of the convention/
meeting or up to a total of $45.00 per day, all
under appropriate rules and regulations set
forth by the County Manager for the imple-
mentation of this policy.
1 T - 4/29/04, The Leader Fee: $63.75

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at 10:00 AM
prevailing time on Monday, May 17, 2004,
for the

“2004 VARIOUS ROAD CON-
STRUCTION IMPROVE-
MENTS IN THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.

The major items of work under this con-
tract include, but are not limited to, the
following in estimated quantities:

5,010 square yards of 4 inch thick stabi-
lized base course

13,200 square yards of 2 inch thick sur-
face course

925 cubic yards of roadway excavation,
unclassified

6,250 linear feet of granite block curbing
1,380 square feet of 4 inch thick concrete

walk
3,135 square feet of 6 inch thick concrete

walk
20 linear feet of 8 inch ductile iron pipe
1,200 linear feet of 12 inch ductile iron

pipe
Reset 12 manhole frames
All work shall be completed within forty-

five (45) calendar days after commence-
ment of construction.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the place
and before the hour above mentioned, and
must be accompanied by a certified check
or bid bond payable to the Town of Westfield
in an amount equal to at least ten percent
(10%) of the base amount of the bid, but not
less than $500.00 nor more than $20,000.00.
Each bid must also be accompanied by a
Surety Company Certificate stating that said
Surety company will provide the bidder with
the required Performance bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collusion
Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualification
Statement, Statement of Ownership, on the
forms included in and explained in the con-
tract documents.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975 supple-
ment to the law against discrimination (Affir-
mative Action) and must pay workmen the
prevailing wage rates promulgated by the
New Jersey State Department of Labor and
Industry for this project, copies of which are
on file in the Office of the Town engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured at the office of the Town Engineer,
Public Works Center, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey.  The non-
refundable cost of contract documents is
$50.00 made payable to the Town of
Westfield, which must be paid in cash or
certified check. The Mayor and Council
reserve the right to reject any bid, and to
waive any informality in any bid, if in the
interest of the Town, it is deemed advisable
to do so.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer

1 T - 4/29/04, The Leader Fee: $68.34

CLASSIFIEDS

GARAGE SALE

WESTFIELD
714 Castleman Drive

Saturday, May 1, 10am - 3pm
Something for everyone!

WESTFIELD - MOVING SALE

839 Lamberts Mill Road
(corner of Nancy)

Saturday, 5/1, 9am-3pm
New gift items in orig boxes, books,
household items, artwork, costume
jewelry, bike, designer bags,
electronics, CDs, baskets, skis, silk
flower arng, kids’ software, trading
cards, VHS, Beanies. No early birds.

CONSTRUCTION
SUPERINTENDENT

K. Hovnanian is more than just a
homebuilder - we’re a diversified
nationwide real estate leader and
ranked #10 on Fortune’s List of
the 100 Fastest-Growing Compa-
nies. We currently have a need
for a Superintendent-level profes-
sional to join us in our Scotch
Plains, NJ operations. You will
oversee projects for our North
Central Group, and ensure that
standard levels of quality are
achieved.
The selected candidate will con-
duct daily inspections of sub-con-
tractors’ work, develop repair lists,
guide inspections by municipal/
utilities representatives, review
invoices, order materials, and
conduct homeowner walk-
throughs.
At least 5 years of field experi-
ence in Construction are required,
which should include supervising
home completion, framing and fin-
ishing. Position also requires a
working knowledge of BOCA build-
ing codes and residential war-
ranty standards. Experience with
plumbing, heating systems and
drywall/electrical installation; and
the ability to interpret construc-
tion plans, blueprints and specifi-
cations are also essential.
We recognize people who make a
difference by offering a competi-
tive salary and benefits-including
discounts on a new home. We
strongly encourage candidates to
apply on-line at: www.khov.com
by clicking on “Careers” and se-
lecting “Opportunities” - or for-
ward a resume, indicating salary
history and requirements, to K.
Hovnanian Enterprises Corp.,
P.O. Box 500, Red Bank, NJ
07701, Job Code:CS/SP. Fax:
(732) 747-0780. NO PHONE
CALLS, PLEASE!

K. Hovnanian

CONSTRUCTION TECHNICIAN

It’s people like you
who build our reputation!

K. Hovnanian, a diversified indus-
try leader recognized by Fortune
magazine as one of the 100 fast-
est-growing companies in the US,
is looking for a quality-driven indi-
vidual to join us.
Working in the Scotch Plains
area, you will ensure successful
home completion by performing
pre/post occupancy work, han-
dling finish carpentry, inspecting
warranty requests and schedul-
ing/supervising sub-contractor
repairs. In addition, you will ‘pitch
in’ on customer relations, the con-
struction of models, and the un-
loading and distribution of materi-
als.
To qualify, you will need 1 year of
related experience along with
strong organizational skills, the
ability to lift up to 35 lbs., your own
tools, and reliable transportation.
The ability to interpret warranty
standards is essential; an
Associate’s degree is preferred.
We recognize people who make a
difference by offering a competi-
tive salary and full benefits pack-
age including medical, vision and
dental. We strongly encourage
candidates to apply on-line at
www.khov.com by clicking on “Ca-
reers” and selecting “Opportuni-
ties” - or forward a resume, indi-
cating salary history/requirements
to: K. Hovnanian Enterprises
Corp., P.O. Box 500, Job Code
CT/BW, Red Bank, NJ 07701.
Fax: (732) 747-0780. NO PHONE
CALLS, PLEASE! EOE.

K. Hovnanian

MOPED FOR SALE

1988 DERBI 50 CC. BLACK
EXCELLENT CONDITION

$450.00
(908) 232-1367

MERCHANDISERS
PART TIME

Nationwide Music, Book & Video
distributor is looking for PT
merchandising representatives for
the Union/Watchung area. Duties
include merchandising products in
major retail chain. Competitive
starting pay. Will average approx
20-25 hrs/wk. Call (800) 999-0904
ext 60150. Leave a message
including name, phone number (with
area code), & brief work history.

LBI SUMMER RENTAL

BEACH HAVEN GARDENS
Oceanblock, Pristine, Cape Cod
Beach house, 5 houses from the
ocean, Best location! 1 block to
Acme, movies, Skipper Dippers
Ice Cream. 5 bedroom/2bath,
Sleeps 10 (new beds) & toddler
friendly w/1 crib. C/Air, Cable,
VCR, Grill, Great backyard for
BBQ’s and R&R, new everything.
Will e-mail pictures on request.
Availability  June/July/Aug/Sept.
Contact John at (908) 803-2290

PERSONAL SHOPPER/MAKEOVER

DO YOU NEED HELP
FEELING AND LOOKING

GREAT INSIDE AND OUT?
I can help you (food to fashion)
Call Danielle (908) 518-0012

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,

IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$250.00/M

Call Lori (973) 397-3541

AUTO FOR SALE

91 Buick Skylark - GREAT
commuter car! Working AC, PS,
PW, PD, AM/FM Cassette, NEW
Brakes, NEW Muffler/Pipes, NEW
Inspection good for TWO years!!!

Please email Jim at :
JimR1000@yahoo.com
or call (732) - 801-3200

95 Pontiac Grand AM
PWR, 4-Door

Excellent Condition.
Best Offer

Call (908) 665-2527 eves

AUTO FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers

SUMMER JOB

Day camp counselor! No nights or
weekends (except training). Boys
& Girls group counselors,
lifeguards, travel camp, instructors
for crafts, rollerblading, nature,
dance/movement, karate,
lacrosse & soccer. Must be High
School grad, college student or
teacher. Interviewing now.

(908) 647-0664
rvrbnd1@aol.com
or apply online at

www.campriverbend.bunk1.com

NANNY WANTED

Experienced nanny needed for a
three year old child. Monday thru
Thursday, live in or out. Must have
references and valid NJ drivers
license. Car will be provided.

Call (908) 928-1181

DOCTOR’S OFFICE FOR RENT

Medical Office Available
1,300 sq. ft., ample parking

$2400 per month
Fanwood Medical Building

346 South Avenue, 1st Floor
(732) 469-7932

ADVERTISING SALES-LOCAL

Ad sales for local maps and
directories. Well-regarded
company est. 1956. Full/part time.
Ideal for retired sales pros.
Outgoing personality a must.

Call Matt Holmes
(800) 524-9055 or

fax resume (800) 618-7244.

WANTED TO RENT

WESTFIELD HOUSE RENTAL
WANTED - 2-3BR unfurnished w/
appliances & garage; prefer
Washington School Dist.; for
June 1, 2004 to Jan 31, 2005 (8
mo.); please call (917) 750-9546

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
1,000 sq. ft. Office Space
$3,200/mo All Inclusive

Good Location, Ground Floor.
(908) 928-9608

OFFICE ASSISTANT

Westfield, NJ non-profit counseling
agency seeks individual to manage
front desk, phone inquiries,
scheduling, data entry &
correspondence. Must have
computer and bookkeeping skills.
30 hrs/wk. Salary negot.., benefits,
pleasant working conditions.

Fax (908) 232-6129

CERTIFIED
PERSONAL TRAINER
WILL COME TO YOUR

HOME WITH EQUIPMENT
FREE EVALUATION

REFERENCES FROM
CURRENT CLIENTS
CALL: MIKE BROWN

(908) 313-7799

WANT TO LOSE WEIGHT
AND GET INTO SHAPE?

GARAGE SALE NOT TO MISS!

Nordic tracks, furniture, air
conditioners, artwork, tvs,
phones,skis, much more good stuff.

Saturday, May 1, 9am-5pm
Sunday, May 2, 9am-3pm

490 Otisco Drive, Westfield

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Mountainside-Newly renovated
spacious 2 bedroom apt. in 2
Family house. Dining room, Living
room, Kit. CAC & heat included.
$1400/mo 1-1/2 security. No Fee.

(908) 230-4285

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield - Newly painted one
bedroom, 2nd floor, $900 per
month includes water, parking.
Central Avenue location. Call for
appointment and information.

(908) 232-1111

HELP WANTED

Do you enjoy Fun, Fitness, and
Flexibility? An established children’s
FUN fitness program seeks per-
sons who possess leadership &
admin skills, and enjoys working
with children 2-7 yrs. old. Don’t
miss this FUN opportunity, jump
aboard and join our team! Child
Care Center experience is a plus.

(732) 578-1BUS (1287)
fax: (732) 389-7824

email: funbus@aol.com
www.funbuses.com

FOR SALE BY OWNER

Sunday, OPEN HOUSE, 1-4pm
62 Montrose/Hendricks

Fanwood
3 BR; 1-1/2 Baths

(908) 889-7231

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR…The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
presented the 2004 Carol A. Wood Volunteer of the Year Award to former
Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung, center. Pictured, from left to right, are: Karin
Dreixler, Chairwoman of the dinner, former Mayor Jung, and Bob Kraus, Past
President of the Rotary Club.

LOOKING FOR A HOUSE

Couple with small baby looking to
purchase a house in Westfield.
Husband works in Manhattan so
walking distance to train desired.
Would like to find a house soon
but very flexible with regards to
move date/possession date.

Please call Cathleen
(917) 841-4632 Principals only

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting
of the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, held in the Council Cham-
bers in the Municipal Building of said Town-
ship on Tuesday, April 27, 2004, there was
introduced, read for the first time, and passed
on such first reading, the following ordi-
nance :

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER VII OF THE GEN-
ERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS ENTITLED “TRAF-
FIC”

Purpose: Time limit parking on Church
Street East side (2 hrs.) from 8:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. school days only from 150 feet
North from its intersection with Portland
Avenue, to a point 110 feet North therefrom.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, May 11, 2004 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, or any time and place to which a meeting
for the further consideration of such ordi-
nance shall from time to time be adjourned,
and all persons interested will be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning such
ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from the
office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/29/04, The Times Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on MON-
DAY, MAY 10, 2004, at 8:00 P.M. in Coun-
cil Chambers, 430 Park Avenue to hear the
application of D. Villane Construction, LLC
for 2310 Morse Avenue, Block 7701, Lot 1,
R-3 Zone which proposes to subdivide the
lot, demolish the existing home and create
two conforming lots. The application meets
all the ordinance requirements and does not
require the granting of any variances.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspection
during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 4/29/04, The Times Fee: $20.91

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

SUMMER RENTAL

Long Beach Island
4 Bedrooms,

1 house from Ocean
Call (908) 233-6751

evenings only

HELP WANTED

Waitstaff and kitchen staff for local
restaurant. Flexible hours,
competitive salary. Experience
required. Ask for Tim 10:00am-
3:00pm (908) 232-7320

www.goleader.com
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POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

Get Outta
The House

CCCCCranforranforranforranforranford Dd Dd Dd Dd Dramatic Club ramatic Club ramatic Club ramatic Club ramatic Club WWWWWillillillillill
PPPPPrrrrresent esent esent esent esent Kiss MKiss MKiss MKiss MKiss Me Katee Katee Katee Katee Kate in M in M in M in M in Mayayayayay
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Cranford

Dramatic Club (CDC) will stage
the Cole Porter musical Kiss Me
Kate for three weekends beginning
Friday, May 7.

A show within a show, Kiss Me
Kate tells the story of a theatrical
company that is producing a musi-
cal version of Shakespeare’s “The
Taming of the Shrew.” Comedy and
romance abound as the Fred Gra-
ham, director of “The Shrew” hires
his ex-wife, movie star Lili Vanessi,
to co-star with him in the show in
order to attract investors and a big-
ger audience. This leads to fireworks
galore and a rekindling of old flames,
against which Porter sets his won-
derful music and lyrics.

Songs range from ballads such as
“So In Love” and “Why Can’t You
Behave” to “Too Darn Hot” and
“Brush Up Your Shakespeare.”

Kiss Me Kate, the CDC’s final
offering of this season is directed by
Drude Roessler, a longtime CDC
member and local music educator
well-known to area theatergoers as
both a performer and director.
Roessler’s history with the show,
having performed the role of Kate
opposite her husband, Charlie, has
given her a unique insight into the
demands of the production.

CDC veteran producer Liz
Howard, who has headed up the
production efforts for many award-
winning Cranford shows, teams with

co-producer Danielle Einhorn.
Jonathan Flowers, who has served as
music director for many area the-
aters, fills that role here as well.

Choreography is being done by
Alyson Pemoulie, who has worked
in that capacity with Roessler in
several successful productions, in
addition to her work with other area
directors.

The production team for Kiss Me
Kate has assembled a cast of both
CDC veterans and newcomers, in-
cluding Jean McCauley,  Roger
Hayden, Karen Zilg, Jeffrey Fiorello,
Bobby Selig, David O’Neill,  Bob
Pells, Melissa Loderstedt, Jason
Mesches, John Duryee, Jim Finnegan,
Tony Surace, Ed Wittel, Joanne
Geschickter, Peg Harvey, Patty
Turowski and Tiffany Wilson. Mak-
ing their first appearance at the the-
ater are Doug McLaughlin, Howard
Whitmore, Chuck Ott, Laurie Melia,
Kelly Rhodes, Colleen Kraft, Colin
Fraser, Matthew Copodicasa, Kristen
Dilzel, Angela Barone and Judi Layne.

Performances are Fridays and Sat-
urdays at 8 p.m. on May 7, 8, 14, 15,
21, and 22, and a Mother’s Day
matinee on Sunday, May 9, at 3 p.m.
Tickets are $18 on a reserved seat
basis, and can be obtained by calling
the box office at (908) 276-7611 or
www.cdctheatre.org.

The CDC is located at 76 Winans
Avenue in Cranford, off of Centen-
nial Avenue.

GGGGGororororore e e e e VVVVVidalidalidalidalidal’’’’’s Ps Ps Ps Ps Political Dolitical Dolitical Dolitical Dolitical Dramaramaramaramarama
The BThe BThe BThe BThe Best Mest Mest Mest Mest Man an an an an to Oto Oto Oto Oto Open at pen at pen at pen at pen at WWWWWCPCPCPCPCP
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Director Ken

Webb of Westfield Community Play-
ers (WCP) has announced the cast for
the season ending political drama, The
Best Man by Gore Vidal.

The production will open on Satur-
day, May 8, at 8 p.m. in the WCP
theater at 1000 North Avenue, West
in Westfield, and is produced by Letty
Hudak.

Last produced on Broadway in 2000,
this highly regarded Gore Vidal play

naturally deals with politics. Set dur-
ing an election year, President
Hockstader (portrayed by Chuck Azen
of Madison) who is dying, cannot run
for re-election, but has an eye toward
history and selecting his successor.

The leading candidates are Secre-
tary William Russell (Michael Kerns
of Springfield), an honest man of high
moral values and great intellect and
Senator Joseph Cantwell (Paul
Salvatoriello of South Orange), a
gamesman who knows what it takes to
get what he wants. The play explores
the dying president’s choice; the man
he trusts, or the man he thinks can win
the election.

The cast also includes Linda Correll
of Winfield Park, Bernie Weinstein
and Anthony Marotta, both of
Westfield, Jean Kuras of Glen Ridge,
Stan Kaplan of Westfield, Mark Hnidj
of New Brunswick, Hope Weinstein
of Westfield and Ted Sattur of Clark.
Other cast members include Elaine
Dooman of Summit and LLuana Jones
of Plainfield.

The show continues Friday and Sat-
urday evenings, May 15, 21 and 22 at
8 p.m., with all tickets $12 available
starting on Saturday, May 1, at the box
office, (908) 232-1221.

A benefit performance on Friday,
May 14, will be held for a sponsoring
organization and WCP membership
cards are not honored for that perfor-
mance.

Opening night patrons are invited
to stay for a reception with coffee and
light desserts after the show. As a
reminder, WCP now has reserved seat-
ing, so patrons should make their pref-
erence known when calling the box
office for seats.

County SCounty SCounty SCounty SCounty Senior Citizenior Citizenior Citizenior Citizenior Citizen Aren Aren Aren Aren Artiststiststiststiststists
IIIIInvited to Envited to Envited to Envited to Envited to Enter 2004 Snter 2004 Snter 2004 Snter 2004 Snter 2004 Shohohohohowwwww

COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – All senior citizens from
Union County, including amateurs
and professionals, are invited to enter
the 2004 Union County Senior Citi-
zen Art Contest and Exhibition, spon-
sored by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Artists must be at least 60 years old
and may submit an entry that has been

completed within the past three years.
All work must be an original creation
of the artist.

Hanging craft or framed work, in-
cluding photographs, must be no more
than 38 inches and no less than 11
inches in height or width, including
matting and frame. Sculptures or three-
dimensional crafts may not exceed 18
inches in height, width or depth, in-
cluding base.

Participation may be limited to the
first 100 applicants due to space limi-
tations, so artists wishing to partici-
pate should return their applications
as soon as possible. Professional artists
will judge the exhibition. Awards will
be given for professional and non-
professional entries.

The following are categories of eli-
gible work: oil, acrylic, watercolor, pas-
tel, print, drawing, mixed media, pho-
tography, sculpture, craft (no kits), and
computer graphics. Computer graph-
ics is defined as any artwork generated
or manipulated electronically, using one
of more software programs; work must
be entirely original, including the source
material, if submitting a digitally-ma-
nipulated photo, drawing or painting.

Artists claiming professional status
must have sold the type of art entered
in the exhibition through commercial
channels, exhibited in a professional
gallery, and held professional mem-
bership in a guild or association. Art-
ists claiming non-professional status
are those who have not met any of the
aforementioned criteria.

Both professional and non-professional
First Place winners in each category will
represent Union County in a statewide
senior art contest in September.

The exhibition will open with a
reception on Wednesday, June 23, and
remain on display until Friday, July
30, at NUI/Elizabethtown Gas, Lib-
erty Hall Center, 1085 Morris Avenue
in Union, a barrier-free site.

Full information is on the applica-
tion form that is available from the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, 07202, (908) 558-2550, New
Jersey Relay Service Users should call 7-
1-1; or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

The annual contest and exhibit is
made possible by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, and a
grant from the New Jersey State Coun-
cil on the Arts, Department of State.
Additional support is provided by the
Union County Department of Hu-
man Services, Division on Aging.

Choral ArChoral ArChoral ArChoral ArChoral Art St St St St Society to Oociety to Oociety to Oociety to Oociety to Offerfferfferfferffer
RRRRRequiem, and Sequiem, and Sequiem, and Sequiem, and Sequiem, and Sinfonia Sinfonia Sinfonia Sinfonia Sinfonia Sacraacraacraacraacra
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Choral Art

Society (CAS) of New Jersey will per-
form Maurice Duruflé’s Requiem and
Sabin Pautza’s Sinfonia Sacra on Sat-
urday, May 8, at 8 p.m. at the Presby-
terian Church in Westfield.

James Little, CAS Musical Director,
will conduct the evening’s perfor-
mance. Soprano soloist for the Sinfonia
Sacra will be Ellen Goff Entriken. The
CAS Orchestra will accompany the
chorus.

Evelyn Bleeke will offer a pre-con-

cert lecture at 7 p.m. about the history
of Sabin Pautza, his Sinfonia Sacra,
and of his long-standing relationship
with the CAS. She will highlight cer-
tain vocal structures within the piece,
as preformed live by her son, Mark, a
world-renowned tenor.

Tickets are $15 for general admis-
sion or $10 for senior citizens and
students, at the door.

PPPPPlease see rlease see rlease see rlease see rlease see related storelated storelated storelated storelated story on Sy on Sy on Sy on Sy on Sabinabinabinabinabin
PPPPPautza bautza bautza bautza bautza by Ky Ky Ky Ky Kerrianne Serrianne Serrianne Serrianne Serrianne Spellman Corpellman Corpellman Corpellman Corpellman Corttttt
on Pon Pon Pon Pon Page 20.age 20.age 20.age 20.age 20.

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union County Volunteer of the Year
Award recipient Ahrre Maros is ex-
panding the Coffee with Conscience
series, to include shows at the nearby
WWWWWatchung Aratchung Aratchung Aratchung Aratchung Arts Centerts Centerts Centerts Centerts Center. This Satur-
day, May 1, Vicki Genfan will perform
with special guest, KJ Denhert, as part
of the AAAAAcoustic-Fcoustic-Fcoustic-Fcoustic-Fcoustic-Folk Concerolk Concerolk Concerolk Concerolk Concert St St St St Serieserieserieserieseries.
The center is located at 18 Stirling Road
(on the Circle) in Watchung. Admis-
sion is $15, and the show begins at 8
p.m. Call the center at (908) 753-0190,
or log onto www.watchungarts.org for
information and biographies on these
artists.

* * * * * * *
Support the WWWWWestfield Sestfield Sestfield Sestfield Sestfield Symphonyymphonyymphonyymphonyymphony

OOOOOrrrrrchestrachestrachestrachestrachestra, and enjoy a glimpse at
private residences on the 20th Anni-20th Anni-20th Anni-20th Anni-20th Anni-
vvvvversarersarersarersarersary 2004 y 2004 y 2004 y 2004 y 2004 TTTTTour of Nour of Nour of Nour of Nour of Notableotableotableotableotable
HHHHHomes omes omes omes omes on Saturday, May 8. There
will also be a ticketed auction, plant
sale, refreshments, and live music. The
tour will take place from 10 a.m. until
3 p.m. For ticket information, call
(908) 232-9400.

* * * * * * *
There will be two local performances

of Carl von Weber’s DDDDDer Fer Fer Fer Fer Frrrrreischutzeischutzeischutzeischutzeischutz,
by the NNNNNeeeeew Jw Jw Jw Jw Jersey Concerersey Concerersey Concerersey Concerersey Concert Ot Ot Ot Ot Operaperaperaperapera,
on Friday, April 30, and again on
Sunday, May 2. The first one is in
Westfield, at the United Methodist
Church on Broad Street, and begins at
8 p.m., followed by Sunday’s 3 p.m.
performance at Plainfield’s magnifi-
cent Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church. Single seats are $20 – a great
deal for this rarely performed German
classic. Call (908) 822-2515.

* * * * * * *
The Friends of the Cranford Pub-

lic Library will sponsor The CivilThe CivilThe CivilThe CivilThe Civil
WWWWWar ar ar ar ar ThrThrThrThrThrough the Lens of Mough the Lens of Mough the Lens of Mough the Lens of Mough the Lens of Matheatheatheatheathewwwww
BBBBBradyradyradyradyrady, a presentation of momentous
events of the War by historian Charles
McSorley using photographs by the
great photojournalist. It’s tonight,
April 29, at 7:30 p.m., at the Cranford
Community Center, 220 Walnut Av-
enue. Call (908) 709-7272.

* * * * * * *
There is still one more day left to put

in your Mother’s Day order and support
a great cause. The SSSSSecond Annualecond Annualecond Annualecond Annualecond Annual
MMMMMotherotherotherotherother’’’’’s Ds Ds Ds Ds Day Gay Gay Gay Gay Gift Pift Pift Pift Pift Prrrrrojectojectojectojectoject supports
the work of Forgotten Friends Animal
Rescue. This Mother’s Day, a volunteer
and a K-9 carrier will hand-deliver
chocolates and a bouquet of fresh flow-
ers to the mom of your choice. Gifts
begin at $10. Call Jennifer at (908)
561-9575, or check them out online at
www.forgottenfriendsnj.petfinder.com.
You will feel good about this one –
besides, who needs another chachka?
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 POPCORNS

It is often held that in the world of
movies, the sequel is never equal. Go ahead.
Name an exception. Okay, The Godfa-
ther: Part 2 (1974). So you’ve done your
homework. I’ll give you that. But now
here’s a twist come down the old cinema
pike. Following a successful night at the
Rivoli with Vol. 2 of director Quentin
Tarantino’s Kill Bill series, it occurs to steal
a thought from Orwell, who opined in
“Animal Farm” that some animals are more
equal than others. Because the news here is
that in the case of the filmmaker’s witty and
exciting follow-up to Kill Bill: Vol. 1 (2003),
the sequel is certainly more equal.

While diehard Tarantino fans stood by
the former video store clerk following the
release of issue no. 1, sensitive sorts, as well
as those who seek approval by quoting
famous authors, found the inaugural Kill
Bill indefensibly violent and derivative. Even
Uma didn’t have much oomph. The exces-
sive swordplay was just a bit too much
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Entertainment,
and made the idiosyncratic director look
more like a flounder flapping for air than the
diabolical dragon he doubtless aspires to be.

But, as the movies has perennially taught
us to believe, redemption is at hand. If you
hung on to your Tarantino stock, it’s hats
off to you. As for us, er, more sensitive sorts
who were certain that the emotively odd
fellow’s earlier success was, well, a fluke, we
find ourselves in the position of eating our
hats…along with a bit of crow. For there is
nothing fishy about part no. 2.

None of this is to suggest that this latest
entry can be compared with Pulp Fiction
(1994), indisputably Tarantino’s definitive
film moment to date. However, via its in-
your-face quirkiness, audacity and arro-
gantly authoritative take on violence, Kill
Bill: Vol. 2 informs like none of his other
works that indeed it springs from the same
outrageous well.

For one, you’ll recognize the characters.
They are Tarantino’s very own population of
drifters, ne’er-do-wells, castaways and inter-
nationally renowned hit men, all colliding in
this place and time to fashion the urgent plot
of revenge. It is the matter-of-factness of their
occupations and motivation that entertain-
ingly boggles our sense of propriety. They see
their mission and place in life with no greater
stretch of the imagination than how a carpen-
ter or an accountant might.

In one respect, Tarantino’s distinctive
retinue reminds of Damon Runyon’s ro-
mantic population of fringe characters.
Only, whereas Runyon’s Café Society folk
are humorous and convivial via their upper
and middle class affectations, Tarantino’s
crowd, though also occasionally putting on
such airs, resides on the other side of that
coin. If they give us a laugh, it’s because we
can’t or don’t wish to imagine someone so
dedicated to the pursuit of evil.

Maybe that’s why we hook onto Uma
Thurman’s wonderfully portrayed protago-
nist, Beatrix Kiddo, AKA Black Mamba, AKA
The Bride. She’s our bourgeois link to Tarantino’s
underworld. While there’s a subconscious part
of us that would love to be like her, we think she
really wants to be like us. After all, wasn’t it her
attempt to leave the employ and affections of
title character Bill, sensationally realized by
David Carradine, and to wed someone out of
the criminal fold that set the whole tale of
recrimination in motion in the first place?

Perennially optimistic, we hope, along
with her, that she can extricate herself from
the deadly muck and mire of her past. But
it doesn’t look like it’ll be easy. Especially
after she is buried alive at the outset of Vol.
2. Talk about your metaphors.

Yep…buried alive by Budd (Michael
Madsen), Bill’s trailer-residing brother, who
then confiscates her mythic Hatori Hanzo
sword. Also attempting to retire from the
business, the living trash heap then phones
Elle Driver/California Mountain Snake, a
former colleague played with deadly pa-
nache by Daryl Hannah. He informs the
still very active killer of said weapon’s avail-
ability. To Elle and her ilk, this amounts to
seeing Excalibur for sale on Ebay.
Hey…better sword, more kills per annum,
more money. Any cost accountant can tell
you that. Hence, when heavily boozing
Budd adds that the price is $1 million, she
hesitates not. “I’ll be right over.” Stay tuned

for her arrival at the trailer. The business
meeting is one of several doozies to follow.

In the meantime, The Bride is still six-
foot under and facing a horrible death,
unless of course providence intercedes. And
it’s here that Tarantino makes superb use of
his time, flashing back from the Technicolor
present to the black-and-white past, and
then alternately returning us again to the
coffin. One hundred years ago, Uma’s pro-
genitor would have been tied to the railroad
tracks. It still works.

The astounding observation is that aside
from tying things together, from this new
vantage point you’re almost tempted to con-
clude that Vol. 1 wasn’t quite as inane as you
had originally thought…but let’s not get
completely carried away. It’s obvious, though,
that on the way to making Thurman’s bride
more human, Tarantino treats this second
movie less like a cartoon study in stylistic
indulgence and more like a bona fide filmic
myth. Naturally, only time will tell if it is.
Nevertheless, if the first edition, with its non-
stop swordplay, including a massacre scene to
beat the band, was the rhythm, then this
second installment is the melody.

But don’t get the wrong idea. Violence
fiends circling the Cineplex in search of their
next feeding shouldn’t be entirely disap-
pointed. It’s just that this go-round they’ll
have to put up with a bit of exposition and
story accompanying each bloodletting.

For example, before graphically learn-
ing how Elle Driver lost her eye, we are
intrigued with the acquaintance of Pai Mei
(Gordon Liu), the film’s martial arts answer
to Yoda. And this in turn ties in with an
earlier scene, wherein Bill drops off Uma’s
character for a 12-month training sabbatical
at the kung fu guru’s digs high in the moun-
tains of China. The ensuing lessons are
shades of The Karate Kid (1984), though
bloodier. Sorry, Little Grasshopper—we
never learn if Beatrix stays on salary while in
training. And you have to wonder: Granted,
Pai Mei is cool. But is this cost effective…I
mean, taking people out of the rotation and
assuming the cost of their extended semi-
nars? Will it lead to more effective contract
killing? Does it leave enough people in the
field to handle the demand?

My neither here nor there questions are
posited simply to point out the deadpan way
in which the filmmaker treats such dastardly
doings…as if they were the everyday items
decided in our corporate boardrooms. This
couldn’t be some symbolic hint from
Tarantino, could it? Nah…now I’m going
too far in recanting my earlier opinion of him.

Fact is, he gets a kick out of controlling the
violence, abashing us with it, and singing
paeans to just about every motion picture or
TV show that once pushed his buttons. If
there’s something else going on within the
nefarious neurons of this alternate route auteur,
we just don’t know what it is right now.

Still, it’s a testament to his directorial
skill that almost anyone who sees this film
will soon be dying to know if The Bride, left
for dead on her wedding day, and then
again at the beginning of this film, finally
does Kill Bill in Vol. 2.

* * * * * * *
Kill BKill BKill BKill BKill Bill: ill: ill: ill: ill: VVVVVol. 2ol. 2ol. 2ol. 2ol. 2, rated R, is a Miramax

Films release directed by Quentin Tarantino
and stars Uma Thurman, David Carradine
and Michael Madsen. Running time: 127
minutes.
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 Photo courtesy of Juan Pineda, The Little Opera Company of New Jersey
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Artists Gallery of Gifts
Friday, April 30th • 11am-4pm & 7pm-10pm

Saturday, May 1st • 10am-5pm
Sunday, May 2nd • 11am-4pm

603 Clark St.  Westfield, NJ

Fine Art • Garden Accents • Glassware • Jewelry
Handpainted Accessories • Wearable Art • Floral Designs

Raffle Proceeds to Benefit Children’s Specialized Hospital

Pam Newell, Hostess - 908-654-3614

• SPRING COLLECTION •

Lovely Gifts for Mother’s Day

 - Win a Garden Gift Basket donated by Williams Nursery -

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Pottery Guild
and the exchange of knowledge in the
area of ceramic arts and the art and
science of pottery.

The guild’s current membership
consists of over 50 individuals who are
professional and recreational potters,
educators, and students. In addition
to receiving a chance to market and
sell their work, members can also take

advantage of the Potters’ Guild’s op-
portunities for education and network-
ing.

For more information about the
Potters’ Guild of New Jersey, please log
on to their website at
www.PottersGuildNJ.org.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Students in grades
4, 5, and 6, who want to practice their
musical theater talents, perform for the
community and prepare themselves for
more advanced theater roles, are in-
vited to participate in Traveling Play-
ers, a special course offered at the
Westfield Summer Workshop (WSW).

Traveling Players, which is open to
boys and girls in all surrounding commu-
nities, will run from Monday, June 28, to
Friday, July 30, at Edison Intermediate
School on Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

Aspiring actors and actresses will per-
form in Made in the USA, a review of
jazz, rock and roll, Broadway and coun-
try music.

Students will learn their musical rou-
tines from Pamela Johnson, vocal and
instrumental music teacher, and their
choreography from Irene Ulesky, who
will prepare the pupils in their dance and
movement routines. Both educators have
been praised for bringing enthusiasm,
creativity, and spirit to their classes.

Through Traveling Players, young
performers can take their show “on the
road.” In the past, they have gone to
nursing homes, hospitals, and senior
citizen and community centers within
a few miles of the Westfield location.

“The joy expressed by the audience is
immeasurable,” stated Dr. Theodore
Schlosberg, Founder and Executive Di-

rector of the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts (NJWA). “They are very ap-
preciative of the efforts of these chil-
dren. The local community has been so
supportive of us that Traveling Players
gives us a chance to give back to the
community.”

Traveling Players, which runs during
periods 3 and 4 of the WSW, can be
taken alone or in conjunction with
many of the 88 other offerings in the
schedule. Students may enroll in other
courses for periods 1, 2 and 5, and
expand their skills into the fields of arts
and crafts, communication, dance,
drama, music or kaleidoscope, a de-
partment of special interest classes.

An appropriate follow-up for children
who participated in last year’s Musical
Theater Chorus, Traveling Players also
prepares students who aspire to prepare
themselves for enrolling in the WSW
Theater Workshop when they are older.

The WSW is a division of the NJWA,
which also includes the Music Studio,
Art Workshops, Kids ‘n’ Arts, The
Westfield Fencing Club, The Little Op-
era Company of New Jersey, and the
International Alphorn Society.

For more information on Traveling
Players or other WSW programs, please
call (908) 518-1551. For information
on other NJWA programs, please call
(908) 789-9696.

Photo courtesy of Nancy Zarbock
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statewide effort, it actualizes our mis-
sion, which is to provide Access to Art
for all,” commented Eric Pryor, Presi-
dent of NJCVA.

A gallery lecture and artist conver-
sation featuring Elena Sisto and
Philemona Williamson, two of the
nine multicultural women artists, is
scheduled at the gallery for Sunday,
May 2, at 2 p.m.

The exhibition will remain on ex-
hibit at NJCVA’s Palmer Gallery until
May 26. NJCVA is located at 68 Elm
Street in Summit. Gallery hours are
daily from 12 to 4 p.m. For more
information, please call NJCVA at
(908) 273-9121 or visit
www.njcva.org.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

NJCVA Exhibit
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BERKELEBERKELEBERKELEBERKELEBERKELEY HEIGHTY HEIGHTY HEIGHTY HEIGHTY HEIGHTSSSSS – The

Union County Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs has reported the names
of Governor Livingston High School
(GLHS) students who will represent the
county at the annual New Jersey State
Teen Arts Festival at The College of New
Jersey in Trenton on Wednesday and
Thursday, May 26 and 27.

In “Performing Arts,” Elizabeth Froio
has been chosen for the “Small Vocal”
category, Brittany Bento and Elyse Deo
have been selected for “Dance,” Tess
Perrin and alternate Emily Grosse have

been tapped for the “Piano” category,
and Greg Trimmer and Marley Lynch have
been chosen for the “Theatre” category.

In “Visual Arts,” Laura Calabrese has
been chosen for the “3-D” category,
while Sarah Dempsey, Jamie Kanaley,
Jess Glesinon, Samantha Rogers, and
Melissa Luning will have their artwork
reproduced.

Visual artwork by Rebecca Schall and
Tess Perrin will be included in the Union
County Tour, while artwork by
Frederique Ternier will be spotlighted
during the State Tour.

Local StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal Stars

BOUND FOR THE CHAMPIONSHIPS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood HighBOUND FOR THE CHAMPIONSHIPS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood HighBOUND FOR THE CHAMPIONSHIPS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood HighBOUND FOR THE CHAMPIONSHIPS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood HighBOUND FOR THE CHAMPIONSHIPS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Musical
Club of Westfield will celebrate Na-
tional Music Week on Wednesday, May
12, at 8 p.m., at the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street,
with a musical program featuring a
chorus and soloists.

This program will honor Dr. Charles
Tremaine, an early resident of Westfield,
and the founder of National Music Week.
Recognizing the importance of music,
Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott
has signed a proclamation designating
the week of May 2 to 8 as Music Week.

The May 12 program will include
music that is tied to a water theme. The
chorus, comprised of club members
and guest performers and conducted by
Elsa Gail Hahn, will perform “Wade in
the Water,” “Shenandoah,” “Down by
the Riverside,” “By Bendemeer’s
Stream,” “Skye Boat Song,” “Red River
Valley,” “The River Sleeps Beneath the
Sky,” “Bound From the Rio Grande,”
“River in Judea,” “The Boatmen’s
Dance,” and “The Water is Wide.”

Accompanying the chorus will be
Westfield pianist Debbie Parente-Rosin.
Vocal soloists performing on the pro-
gram, accompanied by pianist Mary Beth
McFall, will include Glen Crane, Suzanne
Beeny-Jones, Ann Mineur Weeks, Joe
MacDermott, Jim Ruff, George Stralkus,
Elsa Hahn, and Gabriel Barrueco.

Also appearing on the program will
be organist F. Allen Artz and harpist

Beverly Thomson Shea.
National Music Week was first ob-

served in 1924. In the words of its
founder, Dr. Tremaine, “Music Week
is, to some extent, different from all the
other special ‘weeks.’ It is a ‘drive’ for
music by the friends of music, but it is
also the occasion for participation in
and receiving of pleasure, thus making
it independent of any propelling force
from behind. It gathers its momentum
as it goes along from the enjoyment it
brings. Its strength comes from the
universal, yet sometimes unconscious,
human need for music, and participa-
tion ranges all the way from the elabo-
rate concert and pageant to the simple
home musicale with a place on the
program sometimes even for the five-
finger exercise beginner. Music, per-
meating the atmosphere, enters many
new places where it is welcome.”

The Musical Club of Westfield, of
which Dr. Tremaine was a member, was
founded in 1915. The original charter
members met to perform great works of
music literature for each other, and it
continues to do so in 2004 — quite a
legacy in this day and age. The club also
grants scholarships to worthy students
who meet the necessary requirements.

To become an active or associate mem-
ber of the club, please contact the mem-
bership chairperson at (908) 232-2173.
The public is invited to the May 12
performance. Refreshments will be served.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Gary Godbee will include his oil on
Masonite work “Winter Landscape,
Montclair, New Jersey” in a special exhi-
bition of fine art at the Montclair Art
Museum (MAM).

Godbee received a Bachelor of Fine
Arts degree in Painting from Boston
University in 1974 and has studied paint-
ing at the graduate level at Brooklyn
College and Montclair State University.
He has taught at the Art Students League,
and the Academy of Realist Art in Sante
Fe and currently at the Montclair Art
Museum’s Yard School of Art and the
Somerset Art Association.

Godbee is best known for his realist
landscape paintings, which often in-
clude panoramic views of Northern New
Jersey. His work has been shown in
New York, New Jersey, Connecticut,
Virginia and California and can be
found in collections in the U.S., Eu-
rope and Japan. He has received a 2004
Fellowship from the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts.

The exhibition, which will be held from
Tuesday, May 11 through Sunday, May
16, includes more than 40 paintings, sculp-
tures and photographs that have been do-
nated by nationally exhibiting artists from
New Jersey, New York and beyond.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — On Saturday,
May 8, The Choral Art Society (CAS)
of New Jersey will perform Sinfonia
Sacra, composed by Locust resident
and renowned conductor, Sabin
Pautza. The concert will be held at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

Sinfonia Sacra was commissioned
over 10 years ago for the 15th anniver-
sary of the CAS and Pautza was hon-
ored to compose the piece.

Now the Musical Director for The
Plainfield Symphony, Pautza has led a
fascinating life.

He defected from Romania nearly
20 years ago and now resides in
Monmouth County with his wife.
Together, they have two daughters,
both musicians, and his wife is also a
musical director and piano teacher.

A pianist and organist for the last 18
years at Holy Cross Roman Catholic
Church in Rumson, Pautza was able

to chat briefly with The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood as he prepared to leave for a
concert tour in Europe.

When he was asked when he was
leaving, Pautza chuckled and replied,
“tomorrow.”

Most of the performances will be
held in his native Romania, but Pautza
has toured extensively in Europe. He
will return to the states in October
when he will begin rehearsing with the
Plainfield Symphony.

Pautza received his Masters of
Fine Arts degree in Music from The
Bucharest Academy of Music in
1965 and he studied composition
in Siena,  Ita ly,  with Franco
Donatoni. He has received count-
less awards for his work, including
the prestigious George Enesco Prize
from The Romanian Academy and
First Prize from The Composers
Union in Salt Lake City.

Recognized worldwide for his musi-

cianship, Pautza is just as much at
home playing the organ in church as
he is conducting celebrated orches-
tras. He made his American debut at
Carnegie Hall in 1985 and his work is
featured on several classical CDs, re-
leased by Swift Records.

Sinfonia Sacra is based on The
Psalms of David, including Psalm 23,
“The Lord is My Shepherd.”

The CAS boasts over 60 singers,
though the piece has been performed
with hundreds more in the past. Pautza
wishes he could attend the concert on
May 8, however Europe beckons.

In between concerts in his native
country, Maestro Pautza will be restor-
ing an old family home in Romania.
When he returns to the United States,
he looks forward to working again with
the Plainfield Symphony, among others.

For more information on the May 8
performance, please contact Ralph
Jones, CAS Publicity Co-Chairman at
cas@westfieldnj.com.
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MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE —
Pottery lovers from near and far
ventured to the Community
Presbyterian Church in
Mountainside last weekend for
the Potters’ Guild of New Jersey’s
10th Annual Spring Sale.

Community Presbyterian
Church represents a new venue
for the Potters’ Guild sale. Pre-
viously held at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center, the
sale was moved to the church
this year because of Trailside’s
renovations.

“We’ve doubled our cus-
tomer attendance and met a
whole new audience,” reported Judith
Lerner Taylor, the Potters’ Guild re-
cently elected president.

“The Community Presbyterian
Church has been terrific and very
supportive,” she added.

Twenty-five potters, including sev-
eral from the area, exhibited and sold
functional and sculptural ceramic art-
work and pottery.

The change in location also gave the
participating potters the opportunity

to sell their craft to-
gether in one large
room.

“This set-up al-
lowed us to enjoy each
other’s work,” said Tay-
lor who continued by
stating that although
the sale is somewhat
competitive, it is also
supportive.

“We share the hap-
piness each time a
member sells a piece
of pottery,” she said. “We love pottery
and we want to share our love.”

Just to be in the same room with
all that beautiful pottery was mes-
merizing. Vases, wall pieces, plat-

ters, casserole dishes, pitch-
ers and teapots in every color,
style and shape imaginable
were available at the spring
sale. Not only were the ob-
jects for sale beautiful pieces
of art, they represented ex-
pressions of artistic talent.

The potters live throughout
the state and represent a wide
cross section of backgrounds,
years creating pottery and
range of expertise.

The Potters’ Guild of New Jersey
has been in existence for 12 years. It
was founded to promote the develop-
ment of New Jersey’s ceramic artists

Photo courtesy of Nancy Zarbock
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The
Chansonettes of Westfield, a
women’s choral group, have been
in rehearsal for the upcoming
spring program.

Under the theme, “Movie
Magic,” songs will include “Hey
Look Me Over,” “Singing in the
Rain,” “A Time for Us,” and “To-
morrow.”

The group will begin their tour
on Tuesday, May 4, at Sunrise
Assisted Living in Westfield, on
Thursday, May 6, at The Chelsea
in Fanwood, on Tuesday, May 11,
at The Chelsea in Warren, and on
Wednesday, May 12, at Ridge Oak
in Basking Ridge.

Organizations wishing to book
performances for the next winter
holiday program may contact Amy
Herrington at (908) 317-5910.

Under the direction of Jean
Schork, and accompanied by Mel
Freda, the Chansonettes rehearse
every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. at
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. New members are al-
ways welcome.

To join the Chansonettes, please
contact President Jackie Costello
at (908) 789-5819.
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SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT — “Unveiling the Im-
age: Multicultural Women Artists,”
currently on exhibit at the New
Jersey Center for Visual Arts
(NJCVA) in Summit, is one of the
most diverse and artistically inter-
esting exhibits to be seen in Central
Jersey in a long time.

The exhibit is part of an initiative
by Rutgers, the State University of
New Jersey, entitled “The
Transcultural New Jersey Arts and
Entertainment Initiative.” The Of-
fice for Intercultural Initiatives, the
Jane Voorhees Zimmerli Art Mu-
seum and the New Jersey Network
Public Television are also partnering
in the yearlong, statewide program.

The work of nine contemporary
Latino, African-American, Asian
American and Middle Eastern-
American women artists are fea-
tured in a wonderful blending of
artistic medium, style and spirit. All
featured women artists were either
raised, are currently living in, or
working in New Jersey.

The cultural heritage of each art-
ist clearly stands forth in bold and
uninhibited statements that express
a range of experience. From New-
ark native and African-American
Chakaia Booker’s wall sculptures
composed of rubber tires, to Cu-
ban-German Closter resident Elena
Sisto’s life-sized oil paintings of ado-
lescent girls, the exhibit makes the
viewer feel protected in a cocoon of
commonality rather than conflicted
with diversity.

Korean-born Montvale resident
Soyoo Hyunjoo Park’s fiber quilt,
“Mother” is akin to walking into a
freeze-frame of two rooms of her
mother’s home in Korea. Park also
spun and wove the fiber used in the
quilt.

Indian-born and bred artist, Ela
Shah, who now lives in Montclair,
contributed a succession of wall art
featuring women entitled “Journey.”
The expression symbolizes the
artist’s journey through life, and her
struggle to balance the differing
values between India and the United
States.

“Unveiling the Image:
Multicultural women Artists” is co-
curated by Nancy Cohen and Denise
Call.

“The aesthetic created out of these
artists’ identities, both as women
and as women making art outside of
the Euro-centric mainstream, is the
focus of ‘Unveiling the Image:
Multicultural Women Artists.’ Their
heritage is an integral part of their
lives and their art. The exhibition is
an attempt to ‘see’ the images bur-
ied in the experience of the artists’
different cultures. These ‘unveiled’
images are illuminated for exhibi-
tion visitors and serve to build bet-
ter bridges of understanding by be-
coming a part of the American vi-
sual vocabulary,” commented
Cohen.

The “Transcultural New Jersey
Arts and Education Initiative” was
inspired by a report from the U.S.
Census Bureau, and is designed to
provide exposure for the artistic
endeavors of underrepresented
populations into the mainstream
art world, while at the same time
providing insight into New Jersey’s
immigrant population and enrich-
ing school curricula.

“‘Unveiling the Image:
Multicultural Women Artists’ is an
exhibition opportunity that NJCVA
relishes. Not only does this exhibi-
tion allow us to be involved in a




