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Four BOE Candidates
Vie for Three Seats
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation elections will be held on Tues-
day, April 20, from 2 to 9 p.m. There
are three open seats with four candi-
dates vying for a chance to sit on the
board.

The candidates include incumbent

the curriculum; ensure that limited
resources are focused on the educa-
tion of the borough’s children; help
educators and administrators do their
jobs and hold them accountable; con-
tinue to hire and retain only the best
personnel and demand the highest
standards from each employee; main-
tain school facilities as active com-
munity focal points for use by all;
and to work towards these goals with
discipline, keeping focus on the
district’s mission.

“It is only by demanding the high-
est standards and receiving the ac-
tive participation of parents, teach-
ers, administrators and community
members that we can achieve our
goals,” Mr. Haggar concluded.

Mr. Venes and his wife, Carol,
have lived in Mountainside for 27
years. They have four daughters, all
of whom were educated in the
Mountainside school district. He has
held the position of elementary school
teacher in Harding School in
Kenilworth, and for the last 37 years
as a guidance counselor in the
Rahway school system, before retir-
ing in June 2003.

The candidate received a Bachelor
of Arts and Master of Arts degrees at
Newark State College (now Kean
University) in Elementary Educa-
tion and Supervision and Adminis-
tration. He continued his education
at Seton Hall University, where he
earned his sixth Year Level in Guid-
ance and Counseling.

Mr. Venes has served on President
of the Union County School Coun-
selors Association for almost 20
years, a position he still currently
holds.

A communicant at Our Lady of
Lourdes Church in Mountainside,
Mr. Venes has served as borough’s
representative to the Union County
Regional High School Board of Edu-
cation.

The candidate believes his experi-
ence as an educator would be an
asset to the board of education and
would prove helpful in the selection
of a new chief school administrator
and principal. He is interested in
overseeing the core curriculum stan-
dards set by the state and feels he
would prove beneficial in implement-
ing the goals and objectives of the
district.

“A review of the state mandated
test scores revealed that the math
score on the ESPA (Elementary
School Proficiency Assessment)
was quite poor,” Mr. Venes stated.
“Comparing the scores of the
schools in Union County in the ‘I’
category, Mountainside scored sec-
ond to last in this area. We should
make it one of our goals to improve
this score.”

Mr. Venes is seeking a seat on the
board because he was not pleased
with the construction at Beechwood
and Deerfield Schools.

“I am not pleased with the process,
the results, or the runaway costs,” he
said. He would also take a pro-active
approach to legislation regarding

Raymond Haggar

Carmine Venes

Mayor McDermott Says WF Council Will Ask
Developer Robert Powell to Scale Back Plans

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council is
“absolutely” returning to developer
Robert Powell to ask for a decrease
in the size of the redevelopment
projects on South Avenue and Pros-
pect and Elm Streets.

“We think it’s too big,” Mayor
Gregory McDermott told The
Westfield Leader. “We do not have a
shovel in the ground.”

The current proposal for South
Avenue includes 9,000 square feet of
retail, 64 rental apartments, and 15
condominiums, with 1,105 park-
ing spaces. At its highest point, the
residential units would be 44 feet
tall.

Prospect and Elm Streets is pro-
posed to have 11 condos on Prospect,
8 apartments on Elm Street and 3,350
square feet of retail with 490 parking
spaces.

Mayor McDermott said that the
council and the residents do not want
90 residential units.

The mayor said that the council
would be sitting down with Mr.
Powell soon with a list of what they
do and do not want to see in the
development.

Mayor McDermott said that he has
been driving the process, “not be-
cause I feel positively or negatively
against it,” but so the council can

analyze all the information and come
to a conclusion.

He said that the council also
has to answer the question, “Do
we want any parking structures at
all?”

Mayor McDermott said that a lot
of people may feel that the process is
being dragged out, and that the coun-
cil may have “wasted time,” but he
said it is difficult to get so much done

Council to Decide on Ward Project
During April 13 Conference Session

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Last week, the Westfield Town
Council met with Town Planner
Blaise Brancheau to discuss a zon-
ing change on Prospect Street.

Developer James Ward has pro-
posed to build a 35-unit luxury
apartment complex for age 55 and
older, at the site of the former Sta-
tistical Research headquarters.

The property in question is cur-
rently zoned for retail use. Mr. Ward
is asking the council to change the
zoning for his development.

In February, the council met with
Mr. Brancheau and asked him to
return with a list of other proper-
ties a change in zoning would ef-
fect.

Mr. Brancheau said that he looked
at properties in the CBD (Central
Business District) and GB-1 (Gen-
eral Business district) zones and
found three properties that a zon-
ing change could affect.

He said that, other than the Ward
property, the municipal parking lot
on Prospect Street and property on
Elm Street where the First Baptist
Church, Video Video and offices

currently stand could be impacted.
Mr. Brancheau said that the lot

requirements would be 125 feet
wide, 120 feet deep and the build-
ing would be required to be 40 feet
tall or less. A maximum of 35 units
could be built.

Mr. Ward’s project is currently
proposed to be 43-feet high.

Mr. Brancheau said that most
other locations were excluded be-
cause of problems that would oc-
cur with traffic.

He said that the council could do
one of three things: they can create
a zoning overlay of multifamily
use, regulate the location with cer-
tain criteria or change the permit-
ted principal use. Mr. Brancheau
recommended that the third option
was the easiest.

If the council does choose to
change the zoning, the property
will have to be made exempt to the
Special Improvement District taxa-
tion.

Mr. Brancheau said that the
change would not be spot zoning
because there is a need for senior
housing and the change in use is an
appropriate transition from the busi-
ness district to residential.

The building and town property
committee will review the proposal
again, and the council will discuss
the issue on Tuesday, April 13. If
the council approves the project
and ordinance to change the zon-
ing could be ready in two weeks.

The council also briefly discussed
their capital budget. Previous dis-
cussion centered on approval of
requests by the Downtown
Westfield Corporation and Recre-
ation Department.

Given the late hour, council opted
to postpone discussion of the items
and move forward with an ordi-
nance to appropriate monies for
the remaining capital items, includ-
ing road improvements; and delay
the other projects.
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Raymond Haggar, Carmine Venes,
Gene Nagel and Michael Melango.

Mr. Haggar and his wife have been
Mountainside residents for 12 years.
They have two children, both of
whom attend school in Mountainside.
He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Engineering and a Master of Busi-
ness Administration degree in Man-
agement.

The candidate has served on the
board for the past three years. While
on the board, he has also served as a
member of the Ad Hoc Committee
for Long Range Planning. He has
also been involved in coaching rec-
reation soccer, basketball and t-ball.

“I am proud of the improvements
we have made in our district’s school
system,” Mr. Haggar said. “Over the
past few years we have improved our
business administration by making it
more ably managed, made the bud-
get process more open, hired a cur-
riculum coordinator and improved
the communication to the commu-
nity.”

Mr. Haggar believes there is much
more work to be done and feels there
are “few quick fixes to our chal-
lenges.” If re-elected, he hopes to
foster continuous improvements to
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
AN INSTITUTION CLOSING...J&M Market on Mountain Avenue in Mountainside is closing its doors after more than
35 years of business. Mr. Frank and Mr. Ray DeRose own the building and are reported to be looking into new business
opportunities. The business has been in the DeRose family for over three decades, previous to that it was owned by John
and Martha Lorten.

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
RED LIGHT STOP, GREEN LIGHT GO...Town council members and resi-
dents listened intently as the traffic studies were present regarding the pro-
posed redevelopment projects at Prospect and Elm Streets and South Avenue.

Cooperation in Subdivision
Prevents Shoehorning

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a unanimous decision, the
Westfield Planning Board granted a
subdivision variance to property
owners Michael and Robin Ince, 221
Maryland Street and Gustave and
Joanne Buonanno, 229 Maryland
Street at their Monday evening meet-
ing.

The variance, which was explained
by Planning Board Chairman Jay
Boyle as a lot-line adjustment, will
give the Inces 29 extra feet of prop-
erty to create a more uniform lot
pattern on the street.

“No new lot will be created,” ad-
vised Mr. Boyle.

Mr. Ince testified on behalf of the
application explaining to board mem-
bers that since last September, his
mother had come to live with his
family and they were looking to ex-
pand their property. He noted that
his neighbor, Mr. Buonanno had been
looking to sell his property to a de-
veloper as a subdivided lot but there
was not enough frontage for a sec-
ond lot.

Therefore, he explained, he of-

fered to buy the additional land to
expand his own home and Mr.
Buonanno accepted.

After the vote, Planning Board
member Richard Elbert commented,
“This is the opposite direction of
other properties where subdivisions
are sought for shoehorning houses. I
commend the applicants for this ap-
plication. It is a nice use of property.”

After the meeting, Planning Board
member and Town Council Liaison
James Foerst stated, “This applica-
tion should be a model for property
owners in Westfield. This applicant
could have shoehorned an additional
home into this location but instead
these neighbors worked together to
preserve the existing character of

Edwards and Kelcey, Keller & Kirkpatrick Debate
Projected Traffic Counts With Deck Development

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Last Wednesday, Scott Parker
from Edwards and Kelcey (E&K)
and Gordon Meth from Keller and
Kirkpatrick (K&K) presented their
traffic study findings and fielded
residents’ questions.

E&K was brought in by the de-
veloper HKT Nassau to analyze
the possible traffic impacts associ-
ated with the parking garage-de-

velopments on Prospect and Elm
Streets and South Avenue. The coun-
cil, after much debate, decided to
bring K&K on board to indepen-
dently analyze their findings.

E&K performed traffic counts dur-
ing October on streets in and around
the proposed redevelopment sites.
Estimates where then made for the
areas in 2006 for if the structures are
or are not built.

K&K produced a similar report

using E&K’s counts, but made sev-
eral different assumptions. Where
E&K assumed smaller, “mom and
pop,” type retail, K&K used a larger
scale of retail to project the traffic
counts. The two firms also used dif-
ferent figures in the number of trip
generations associated with the resi-
dential portion of the construction.

Mr. Parker said that with the con-
struction of the parking garages there
would be a “redistribution of traffic
volumes.”

He added that the projects have the
characteristics of transit villages, and
used those numbers to estimate the
traffic volumes in the “build” sce-
nario.

Mr. Parker responded to residents’
questions that no transit villages are

complete in the state, but he said
that the likelihood of someone
getting on a train and coming to
Westfield to shop is low.

He said that 40 to 70 percent of
those who come to shop are al-
ready on the road, and are in-
cluded in the “pass-by” numbers
and are not new trips.

Both firms made recommenda-
tions that signal timing be matched
at the intersections of South, North
and Central Avenues. They also
said that a left-turn-only lane
should be established on South
Avenue. However, Mayor Gregory
McDermott noted that these are
county roads.

The traffic counts themselves
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What’s...
“Can you guess

who the bunny ?
Is it Greg or Dave?
Or maybe Denise, 
and she needs her

arms waxed?”

is

It’s time to bring the family out to the 
Williams’ Great Easter Egg Hunt, this 
Saturday at 2 pm. There will be over 5000 
eggs filled with candy & toys, and 50 
special prize eggs, which can be traded for 
bigger prizes including Beanie Babies and 
Magic Tricks. The Egg Hunt is only for 
Children 10 and under. (Yes Mrs. Lewis, that 
means that you can’t hunt eggs!) Please 
arrive at least 30 minutes early since the 
Hunt starts at exactly 2 pm.  

While your here, why not  choose an 
Easter flower or three? We have hundreds of 
pots of tulips, daffodils, Easter lilies, 
hydrangea, martha washington geraniums 
and about 307 other things in bloom. 
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To find out more and open an account, visit your local Chase branch at:
302 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-9789

Choose the right bank.
Get the right gift.

$100
Gift Certificate

Offer may be withdrawn at any time. The website www.chaserewardcertificate.com is owned, operated and maintained 
by GiveAnything.com, Inc., an independent third party, and not Chase. Chase neither endorses nor guarantees any of the
products, services or promotional offers available from third-party providers. $100 will be reported as interest on your
year-end 1099 tax form.

This offer not redeemable at merchant locations.

© Copyright 2004  JPMorgan Chase Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.

Switch to Chase checking with Interest and Direct Deposit,
and get a $100 gift certificate — then choose your own gift
from hundreds of great stores, restaurants and more.

Open a Chase checking account
with Interest and Direct Deposit—
before April 9.

Get your $100 certificate instantly!

Visit www.chaserewardcertificate.com 
and choose from thousands of gifts at
hundreds of great places.
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IT’S THE EASTER BUNNY!…Youngsters visit with the Easter Bunny during
a previous Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by the Lions Club of Westfield. This
year’s event, for children up to age seven, will take place on Saturday, April 10,
at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield. Participants are asked to assemble in the
park by 12:45 p.m., as the hunt will begin at 1 p.m. sharp. Children will also have
an opportunity to have their photographs taken with the Easter Bunny.

Westfield Lions to Hold
Annual Easter Egg Hunt

WESTFIELD – The Lions Club of
Westfield will hold its 69th annual
Easter Egg Hunt in Mindowaskin
Park this Saturday, April 10, at 1 p.m.
for children up to age seven. An area
will also be designated for toddlers
to participate.

Participants and their parents are
asked to assemble in the park by
12:45 p.m., as the hunt will start
precisely at 1 p.m., weather permit-
ting.

Under the direction of Hunt Chair-
man Mike Gordeuk, more than 1,200
plastic eggs will be hidden in the
area around the gazebo. Immedi-
ately after the hunt, complimentary
plastic bags containing gourmet
jellybeans will be distributed to the
children.

In addition, several of the Easter
Eggs will be specifically marked so
that those who find them may re-
ceive a small prize from one of the
merchants in town. Individuals are
asked to bring each “prize winning”
egg to the designated redemption
table after the hunt to receive a cou-
pon good for that prize at the store.

Before the hunt, between noon
and 12:45 p.m., and after the hunt,
the Easter Bunny will be available
for pictures with the children. In
exchange for a $3 donation to Lions
charities, each participant will re-
ceive a framed photograph.

There will not be a rain date. In the
event of poor weather, the Lions will
hand out jellybeans and plastic eggs
under the gazebo, as well as having
the Easter Bunny there for photo-
graphs.

The Westfield Lions Club would

like to hear from anyone who has
pictures of or a memory from the
early years of the hunt, which started
in 1936. The club may be contacted
at P.O. Box 572, Westfield 07091.

The Lions Club expressed its ap-
preciation to Westfield Police Chief
Bernard Tracy and to Town Adminis-
trator James Gildea for their assis-
tance with the hunt, as well as to The
Westfield Leader for its coverage of
the event over the past 69 years.

The Lions organization is dedi-
cated primarily to sight conservation
and assistance to the visually- and
hearing-impaired worldwide.
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Firms Debate Traffic Counts
With Deck Development
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McDermott
on a part time basis. He added that
the council has a lot more on their
agenda other than parking.

The mayor said that he is looking
to “break down the communications
barrier,” and will be talking with
citizen groups about the redevelop-
ment projects.

He wants to assure residents that
he is not ignoring them when he is up
on the dais, but that many times he
does not have answers to their ques-
tions.
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Cooperation in Subdivision
Prevents Shoehorning

state aid to local districts citing that
“Mountainside receives a mere 3 per-
cent.”

Other issues he would address
would be tuition costs for Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights and how the dissolution funds
from de-regionalization would be
distributed.

Mr. Melango and his wife Heliene,
have lived in Mountainside since
1995. Their son Michael attends
Deerfield School and their daughter
Priscilla is a graduate of Governor
Livingston High School.

He is President of Melo Contrac-
tors, Inc. in Roselle Park, and brings
experience in construction manage-
ment and project budgeting. “My
experience in running a business,
and my problem solving abilities,
will allow me to contribute greatly
with the BOE’s budget decisions, on
going construction, as well as the
hiring process,” he said.

Mr. Melango cites “challenges and
dissapointments with respect to the
construction of the Beechwood
School project and the renovations
to the Deerfield School,” in his rea-
sons for running for a seat on the
board.

He would like to help facilitate
better communication between the
Board of Education and Borough
Council, as well as better communi-
cation with the residents.

“The decisions made at the Board
of Education are critical to our
chilren’s future,” Mr. Melango said.

Mr. Nagel could not be reached for
comments.

their neighborhood.”
Mr. Foerst continued, “By resizing

both lots, they effectively precluded
future over development while main-
taining their ability to accommodate
the growth of their families. It is my
goal to enact into law what these
families have done voluntarily and I
commend them for their efforts.”

In other business, the board unani-
mously approved an application to
Burgers R Us, LLC, located on 251
North Avenue, West,  to start a Chee
Burger Chee Burger Restaurant
where the Great Harvest Bread Com-
pany once held their business.

Dan Colantuono, a co-owner of
the new restaurant and part of the
management team, testified on be-
half of the new restaurant.

He said, “It will be a full service
gourmet style family restaurant with
all food being cooked to order.”

Mr. Colantuono added that the res-
taurant has a 1950s “Happy Days”-
type theme with a soda bar and is
“very family-oriented.” He noted that
waitresses will serve all food and he
considers pick up orders to be a very
small portion of their business.

According to his testimony, the
restaurant plans to open daily on
weekdays from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and
stay open until 10 p.m. on Saturdays
and Sundays. The restaurant will
serve hamburgers with a choice of 42
different toppings, as well as French
fries, onion rings, milkshakes and
sodas.

Mr. Colantuono also testified that
the restaurants are a chain in the Fort
Meyers and West Palm Beach area of

Florida, but are approaching closer
in our area. Currently, he noted, the
closest restaurants are located in the
Philadelphia area. The restaurant, he
added, has plans to open soon in New
Brunswick and Princeton. He stated
that he and his three other partners
plan to open in Westfield sometime
in July or August.

Professional Planner Ken Bowers
also testified on behalf of the appli-
cation stating that although it was 15
parking spaces short, thus needing a
parking variance.

“The restaurant will do most of its
business in the evening, after com-
muters have gone home,” said Mr.
Bowers, adding that having the res-
taurant front a municipal lot with
meters “will insure a more rapid
turnover in the afternoon.”

Arthur Attenasio, the applicants’
lawyer, reminded board members that
although the restaurant was short 15
spaces for a parking variance, the
restaurant was slotted for 47 seats as
opposed to an approval for a restau-
rant granted by the Planning Board
in 1984 for 150-seat restaurant. The
Great Harvest Bread Company had a
30-seat capacity.

In other business, the board me-
morialized their decision to grant
Commerce Bank final major site plan
approval to turn the site of the former
Reilly Oldsmobile at 552-556 and
560 North Avenue into a Westfield
Branch.

In February, Brett Skapinetz, a
licensed professional engineer, testi-
fied on behalf of the bank and told
board members that, although only
15 parking spaces are required for
the bank, 41 are proposed. He also
noted that the impervious coverage
of the site would be reduced by 40
percent, making a reduction in water
run-off and that many trees and shrubs
would be added on the site.

Finally, before the close of the
meeting, board members briefly dis-
cussed a draft prepared by Town
Planner Blaise Brancheau of Robert
Catlin and Associates to amend the
land use ordinance as it relates to the
General Business District’s GB-3
zone.

The amendment allows and en-
courages a mixed residential and non-
residential use in the areas desig-
nated at GB-3 zones, which include
certain properties on Central Avenue
as well as properties on South Av-
enue past the traffic circle going
towards Scotch Plains.

According to the draft, the units
for residential dwellings in this area
will be contained to the second and
third floor of a building deemed as a
mixed use.

Board members present at the
meeting all endorsed the proposal, as
it will now go to the Town Council
for review. Mr. Foerst did abstain
from the vote as he stated, “I have not
had a chance to thoroughly review
the entire proposal.”

The next Planning Board meeting
will be held on Monday, May 3, at 8
p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31
Travis B. Gartner, 23, of

Bridgewater was arrested at a North
Avenue store on various charges. They
included fraudulent use of a credit
card, forgery and theft by deception,
as well as possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana, pos-
session of suspected marijuana with
intent to distribute and possession of
suspected marijuana with intent to
distribute in a school zone. Gartner
was held on $7,500 bail and later
transferred to the Union County Jail.

SUNDAY, APRIL 4
A Cumberland Street resident re-

ported the theft of $13,000 in jewelry
and $500 in assorted clothing items
over a two-and-a-half month period, as
well as $7,000 in unauthorized trans-
actions on her stolen credit card.

Jon Giuliano, 40, of Garwood was

arrested on South Chestnut Street and
charged with driving while intoxicated,
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia. He was later re-
leased on his own recognizance to a
responsible party.

Cornelius Banta Earns
Honors at Mercersburg

WESTFIELD – Mercersburg
Academy in Mercersburg, Pa.
has reported that Westfield resi-
dent Cornelius Fitzpatrick Banta
has received Honors for the win-
ter term. A 10th grader, he is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius
Banta of Westfield.

SPREADING SMILES…Second graders in Coral Venturino’s class at Wilson
Elementary School in Westfield shared plenty of smiles when they backed and
sold cookies to fellow students and faculty. Proceeds from the fundraiser will
benefit the Toys To Go program at Children’s Specialized Hospital.

Edward Smith Named
To Phi Beta Kappa
WESTFIELD –Westfield resi-

dent Edward Smith was elected to
membership in the Phi Beta Kappa
society this spring at Colby Col-
lege in Waterville, Me.

Membership in the society is
one of the highest academic hon-
ors an undergraduate student can
achieve.

Edward is a senior at Colby. He
is majoring in philosophy and En-
glish. A graduate of Seton Hall
Preparatory School, he is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Smith of
Westfield.

confirmed that many intersections in
town are already congested, and that
with or without the build, will con-
tinue to downgrade.

One resident said that the recom-
mendations are, “making (Westfield)
more vehicle friendly at the expense
of pedestrians.”

Several residents raised concerns
that a development previously pro-
posed at New Street, near the inter-
section of South and Central Avenues,
was not included in the traffic study.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
said that the application for New
Street has been withdrawn and that
currently, there are no new proposals
for the property on the table.

Residents also raised concern that
prohibiting left-hand turns out of the
east end of the deck will force traffic up
Boulevard and onto residential streets.

One resident pointed out that

though individuals arrive at the train
station over periods of time, they exit
the train in large groups.
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SP Zoning Chairman Raises
Concern With Bd. Approvals
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By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board
of Adjustment gave quick approval
to two variance applications last
week, causing Chairman James
Fawcett to express some concern
that the board was not always giving
adequate scrutiny to such applica-
tions.

Before taking action on an appli-
cation by Emanuel and Diane Wiesen
to construct an addition to their home
at 1244 Sleepy Hollow Lane that
would require a side yard setback
variance, Mr. Fawcett, as is the norm,
opened the hearing to the seven other
board members for questions of the
applicants.

When there were none, Mr. Fawcett
asked for any comments from inter-
ested parties in the audience and
then again asked board members for
any questions or comments before a
vote was taken.

Noting that the board grants “99
out of 100” variance applications
that it considers, Mr. Fawcett asked
with some exasperation, “When do
we say no to variances with setbacks
significantly closer to property lines”
than is allowed. He seemed perturbed
that board members had not asked
anything of the Wiesens, who plan to
expand their garage from a two-car
to a three-car and also add a master
bedroom.

In what may have been an attempt
to explain the reason for his col-
leagues’ relative silence on the appli-
cation, board member Chris Abeel
responded by saying that the Wiesen’s
lot was irregularly-shaped, meaning
that their requested 16-foot side yard
setback “may not be the same as 16
feet in a regular lot.”

William Kraft said that the board

SP-F Board of Education Debates
Pay Increase for Poll Workers

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education held its public
hearing of the 2004-2005 school
budget on March 30, and moved to
adopt the current expense tax levy
at $55,338,242, the amount that will
be on the ballot on Tuesday, April
20.

State aid totaled to $4,116,794
and federal aid amounted to
$890,626. Salaries account for 59
percent of the budget spending, 16
percent employee benefits, and 7
percent as the amount of spending
in budget for the category of “other,”
such as money spent on textbooks,
desks and chairs, and new curricu-
lum.

Board member Edward Saridaki
said that from the money allotted for
facilities and maintenance, $115,000
is designated for repairs and replace-
ment for the parts of the roof at
Evergreen Elementary School that
are in need of repair.

Board members explained to the
public that enrollment is anticipated
to increase by 100 students next year.
Statistics show that from 1998 to
2003, the Scotch-Plains-Fanwood
school district has increased enroll-
ment by 623 students.

Other statistics presented by the
board showed that property sales in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood have
appreciated by 22 percent in the last
year, which is a greater percent in-
crease than other neighboring towns.
Board members also averaged that
the school district spends $9,326 per
student a year, which is less than the
New Jersey state average of $9,685
per student, and the Union County
average of $9,936 per student.

Board Vice President Linda Nelson
closed the public hearing by saying,
“This is about children and educa-
tion, and about property values and
what we value as a community.”

In other board matters, Luis
Rodriguez, an Industrial Technical
Education teacher at Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School, gave a pre-
sentation about a revised class called
Solid and Surfacing Modeling as
part of the CAD (Computer and
Design) program that will replace
CAD III.

Mr. Rodriguez said that Solid and
Surfacing would allow students to
design in the three-dimension using
the computer software, Rhino. The
class, which Mr. Rodriguez proposes,
would let students experiment with
industrial design, web graphics, and
animation.

Mr. Rodriguez believes his stu-
dents will be able to keep up with
rapidly changing technology, and
therefore be better prepared for col-
lege and careers in fields such as
engineering and graphic design.

Board members and Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. Carol Choye
supported Mr. Rodriquez’s develop-
ments in curriculum.

“What I am proudest of,” said Dr.
Choye, “is how (Mr. Rodriguez) has
changed and updated courses by us-
ing the structure and periods in place
to give students cutting edge educa-
tion.”

Dennis Kobitz from the Union
County Board of Elections spoke to
the board about raising the fee paid
to polling people during school elec-
tions.

The board recently received a let-
ter from the Union County Board of
Elections which board members felt
implied that if they did not raise the
wages than there would be no poll
workers on voting day.

Mr. Kobitz assured the board that
this would not be the case, but ex-
plained that out of 20 communities
in Union County, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood was one of two communi-
ties that paid $7.69 per hours while
most poll workers receive at least
$10 per hour if not the maximum of
$14.29.

Mr. Kobitz added that he has diffi-
culty in getting workers to come to
Scotch Plains-Fanwood because of
the low pay. The Union County Board
of Elections typically sends out four
workers per district, but may have to
reduce that number to two if he can-
not assemble employees to work in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s 28 districts
(though only fifteen polling places).

The dollar amount paid to poll
workers has recently been increased
by the state, although the state does
not give money to the communities
to alleviate these new expenses, Ms.
Nelson pointed out.

Board member Thomas Russo
added that an increase in pay for a
poll worker’s eight-hour day would
be paying the workers more than
substitute teachers are paid in the
district.

The school board is ultimately re-
sponsible for setting the fee for poll
workers and a decision is anticipated
at the next board meeting.

The board also moved to submit

project plans to the Department of
Education for an intercom system
at Terrill Middle School, a health
suite and gymnasium at the high
school.

The next school board meeting
will be held on Thursday, April 15,
and School Board Elections are slated
for Tuesday, April 20, from 2 to 9
p.m.

Fanwood’s Annual
Easter Egg Hunt

To Be Held Saturday
FANWOOD – On Saturday, April

10 at 10 a.m. at Forest Road Park The
Fanwood Recreation Commission
will host the annual Easter Egg Hunt.
There will be hundreds of eggs, doz-
ens of prizes, come and meet the
Easter Bunny and much, much more.

Come and see first hand the newly
constructed Forest Road Park Build-
ing which will be available for birth-
day parties, family celebrations and
new and exciting recreational pro-
grams.

The Easter egg hunt will be held
rain or shine - for further informa-
tion call Linda at (908) 889-4935.

should “consider every application
on its own.”

The other application approved
last Thursday was from Doug and
Maria Ackerman of 2549 Moun-
tain Avenue, who are expanding
their existing garage and family
room and also adding a master bed-
room suite to their home. The ex-
pansion will result in side-yard set-
backs that required a variance from

the board.
At the start of its meeting, the

board memorialized two applications
that were approved last month. One
gave permission to Vera Relkin of
1198 Maple Hill Road to convert an
existing one-car garage into a bed-
room and then to construct a new
non-conforming one-car garage.

The other allows Dr. Nicholas

S. Plains Police Chief Nelson Will
Retire After 33 Years of Service

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Marshall Nelson says he
plans to sleep late on May
1, a well-deserved reward
after more than 33 years
with the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department, from
which he will be retiring at
the end of this month serv-
ing as Police Chief for the
past two years.

Speaking to The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times this
week, Chief Nelson, who
joined the force in Novem-
ber 1970, said he decided
to become a police officer
because his wife had friends
who were married to po-
licemen.

“We socialized with
them,” Chief Nelson re-
called, “and I became in-
terested by listening to them
and thought it was some-
thing I’d enjoy doing.”

He called his career decision “the
best move I ever made.”

Chief Nelson is the last member
of the township police department
to have trained at the New Jersey
State Police Academy in Sea Girt;
prospective officers now train at the
John Stamler Police Academy in
Scotch Plains.

Calling himself “the last of the
Old Guard,” Chief Nelson, who
reaches the mandatory retirement
age of 65 in August, said the biggest
change he has seen in Scotch Plains
during the past three decades is a
trend towards more transitory and
shorter-term residents.

“People used to live in their home
for a long time,” he said. “It used to
be that if someone called the police
and said, ‘This is Mrs. Smith on
Raritan Road,’ you knew exactly
which house was hers.” To an ex-
tent, it’s no longer the case. Nowa-
days, he said, people who might
work in New York live in apartments
for relatively short periods of time
before they’re transferred elsewhere.
And, he said, there are some private
homes that are owned by compa-
nies, who house their employees
there before they, too, are trans-
ferred out of the area.

At his swearing-in two years ago,
the Township Council chambers
were filled beyond capacity with
family, friends and well-wishers as

Chief Nelson became Scotch Plains’
first African-American Police Chief.
Did this imbue him with any sense
of added responsibility? “Any added
responsibility I placed on myself,”
he said, explaining that it was “a
driving pressure to excel and suc-
ceed.”

He praised the political structure
in Scotch Plains, which he said was
“never anything but supportive of
me.”

He singled out for praise Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins as well
as a number of mayors dating back
to Albert Theurer. “No one in the
Administration ever asked me to do
any more than this job,” Chief Nelson
told The Times. “I was always treated
fairly. I asked for no favors and was
given no favors.”

Two weeks ago, speaking at a
Township Council meeting, Union
County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow called Chief Nelson
“well respected and well regarded,”
and said his retirement will be “a
great loss to the township.”

A successor to Chief Nelson will
be named in the next few weeks.
Given that several ranking and older
members of the department have
retired in recent years, the next po-
lice chief, Chief Nelson pointed out,
will likely be someone relatively
young and able to serve a term in
excess of the average tenure for a
police chief in New Jersey.

The biggest challenge
for the new chief will be
“moving the department
forward,” Chief Nelson
said. “The foundation is
here.”

“It’s always been a good
department, very service-
oriented. My main focus
was to hold it together
until a new chief came in
who would be here for a
long time.” Chief Nelson
said, “There is a small
segment (within the de-
partment) that isn’t on
board with the goals of
the administration.”

Chief Nelson spent six
years as a Captain in the
department before his pro-
motion two years ago and
worked as a detective for
much of his career, work
that he said he enjoyed
the most. He said he was

especially proud that during his ten-
ure, he worked on or supervised
three homicides, all of which were
solved. And, he added, every bank
robbery case in which he was in-
volved was solved.

Chief Nelson, who will be hon-
ored next week at a dinner, said he
plans to “stick around town” after
he bids farewell on April 30.

Anti-SID Petition Being
Circulated Among

Twp. Property Owners
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

Seven weeks before the Scotch
Plains Township Council is sched-
uled to hold a public hearing on the
creation of a Special Improvement
District (SID) in the downtown area,
a petition opposing the creation of a
SID is circulating through the busi-
ness community.

While declining to provide any
specifics about the petition, its word-
ing or how many have already signed
the document, John Appezzato told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that “yes, there is a petition.” Recall-
ing the community-wide forum in
mid-February on the SID proposal,
when a number of attendees ex-
pressed either skepticism or opposi-
tion to the SID concept, Mr.

Appezzato, an attorney with offices
on Westfield Avenue, said that, “there
are commercial property owners who
are opposed to this.”

At the February meeting, skeptics
and opponents cited the SID’s oper-
ating costs and the assessments be-
ing proposed to fund the SID as well
as what they felt was the unlikeli-
hood of its ultimate success as rea-
sons for their lack of enthusiasm.

Mr. Appezzato called the petition
drive “an exercise in democracy at
its best.”

A steering committee formed last
year to investigate the feasibility of a
SID spent six months deliberating
and discussing various aspects of a
SID including its goals, possible
projects, assessment fees and opera-
tions before submitting to the Town-
ship Council a final report that rec-
ommended that a SID be established.

Property owners would be assessed
an annual fee, via a six-tiered flat
rate formula, based on the value of
their property. The council is ex-
pected to introduce an ordinance to
establish a SID at its Tuesday, May
11 meeting, with a public hearing on
the ordinance set for Tuesday, May
25.

Steve Goldberg, the President of
the Scotch Plains Business and Pro-
fessional Association who served as
chairman of the SID steering com-
mittee, did not want to comment
directly on the petition since he has
not yet seen it. But he did tell The
Times that, “while I understand their
concerns, I just feel that if they knew
more about it, they would have a
different opinion.”

Describing herself as, “very frus-
trated,” Councilwoman Nancy
Malool, who has spearheaded the
effort to create the SID, told The
Times she “would have preferred that
people come and talk to me before”
signing any petition, “because I’m
not totally sure they fully compre-
hend” the particulars of how a SID
works. “I’m disappointed that
they’d wait until a public hearing
to show up with a piece of paper
with a bunch of signatures rather
than come to the steering commit-
tee meetings.”

She said she hopes to talk to peti-
tion signers before the public hear-
ing. “I’m disappointed that they did
not reach out to me or Steve
(Goldberg) or any other member of
the steering committee.”

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
PATRIOT’S PATH...American flags are on display as drivers make their way up East Second Street and Park Avenue
in downtown Scotch Plains. Flags can be sponsored for $125 each and a plaque will be mounted designating the donor.

Fred Rossi for The Times
HAIL TO THE CHIEF...On April 30, Scotch Plains Police
Chief Marshall Nelson will retire from the force after over
33 years of service to the township.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
PLAY BALL...Raider baseball players and coaches are waiting for conditions
to be right for opening day at the newly refurbished baseball field at the high
school. Delays have been encountered as the team and fans wait to hear the
traditional refrain, “Let’s play ball.”
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www.williams-nursery.com

NEW Spring Hours
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524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

...Hoppening?

EASTER fLOWER
HEADQUARTERS
EASTER fLOWER
HEADQUARTERS

What’s...
“Can you guess

who the bunny ?
Is it Greg or Dave?
Or maybe Denise, 
and she needs her

arms waxed?”

is

It’s time to bring the family out to the 
Williams’ Great Easter Egg Hunt, this 
Saturday at 2 pm. There will be over 5000 
eggs filled with candy & toys, and 50 
special prize eggs, which can be traded for 
bigger prizes including Beanie Babies and 
Magic Tricks. The Egg Hunt is only for 
Children 10 and under. (Yes Mrs. Lewis, that 
means that you can’t hunt eggs!) Please 
arrive at least 30 minutes early since the 
Hunt starts at exactly 2 pm.  

While your here, why not  choose an 
Easter flower or three? We have hundreds of 
pots of tulips, daffodils, Easter lilies, 
hydrangea, martha washington geraniums 
and about 307 other things in bloom. 
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To find out more and open an account, visit your local Chase branch at:
302 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-9789

Choose the right bank.
Get the right gift.

$100
Gift Certificate

Offer may be withdrawn at any time. The website www.chaserewardcertificate.com is owned, operated and maintained 
by GiveAnything.com, Inc., an independent third party, and not Chase. Chase neither endorses nor guarantees any of the
products, services or promotional offers available from third-party providers. $100 will be reported as interest on your
year-end 1099 tax form.

This offer not redeemable at merchant locations.

© Copyright 2004  JPMorgan Chase Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.

Switch to Chase checking with Interest and Direct Deposit,
and get a $100 gift certificate — then choose your own gift
from hundreds of great stores, restaurants and more.

Open a Chase checking account
with Interest and Direct Deposit—
before April 9.

Get your $100 certificate instantly!

Visit www.chaserewardcertificate.com 
and choose from thousands of gifts at
hundreds of great places.
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Julie Lowen Receives
Dean’s List Distinction
SCOTCH PLAINS – American

University in Washington, D.C. has
reported that Scotch Plains resident
Julie Lowen was named to the Dean’s
List for the fall 2003 semester.

Julie, a senior in the School of
Communication at American Uni-
versity, is majoring in public com-
munication.

Melillo of 1375 Rahway Road to
construct a detached three-car ga-
rage on his four-acre property.

Board Attorney Vincent Loughlin
said a response has been filed to the
appeal by Nextmedia Outdoor of the
board’s November 2003 rejection of
its application to replace a billboard
located in a lot at the corner of
eastbound Route 22 and Union Av-
enue. Mr. Loughlin said he expects a
hearing on the appeal to be held
during the summer.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Zoning Bd.

Cooperation in Westfield Planning Board App.
Subdivision Prevents Shoehorning of Property
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- In a unanimous
decision, the Westfield Planning
Board granted a subdivision vari-
ance to property owners Michael
and Robin Ince, 221 Maryland
Street and Gustave and Joanne
Buonanno, 229 Maryland Street at
their Monday evening meeting.

The variance, which was ex-
plained by Planning Board Chair-
man Jay Boyle as a lot-line adjust-
ment, will give the Inces 29 extra
feet of property to create a more
uniform lot pattern on the street.

“No new lot will be created,”
advised Mr. Boyle.

Mr. Ince testified on behalf of
the application explaining to board
members that since last Septem-
ber, his mother had come to live
with his family and they were look-
ing to expand their property. He
noted that his neighbor, Mr.
Buonanno had been looking to sell

his property to a developer as a
subdivided lot but there was not
enough frontage for a second lot.

Therefore, he explained, he of-
fered to buy the additional land to
expand his own home and Mr.
Buonanno accepted.

After the vote, Planning Board
member Richard Elbert com-
mented, “This is the opposite di-
rection of other properties where
subdivisions are sought for shoe-
horning houses. I commend the
applicants for this application. It is
a nice use of property.”

After the meeting, Planning
Board member and Town Council
Liaison James Foerst stated, “This
application should be a model for
property owners in Westfield. This
applicant could have shoehorned
an additional home into this loca-
tion but instead these neighbors
worked together to preserve the
existing character of their neigh-

borhood.”
Mr. Foerst continued, “By

resizing both lots, they effectively
precluded future over development
while maintaining their ability to
accommodate the growth of their
families. It is my goal to enact into
law what these families have done
voluntarily and I commend them
for their efforts.”

In other business, the board
unanimously approved an applica-
tion to Burgers R Us, LLC, located
on 251 North Avenue, West to start
a Chee Burger Chee Burger Res-
taurant where the Great Harvest
Bread Company once held their
business.

Dan Colantuono, a co-owner of
the new restaurant and part of the
management team, testified on be-
half of the new restaurant.

He said, “It will be a full service
gourmet style family restaurant
with all food being cooked to or-
der.”

Mr. Colantuono added that the
restaurant has a 1950s “Happy
Days”-type theme with a soda bar
and is “very family-oriented.” He
noted that waitresses will serve all
food and he considers pick up or-
ders to be a very small portion of
their business.

According to his testimony, the
restaurant plans to open daily on
weekdays from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
and stay open until 10 p.m. on
Saturdays and Sundays. The res-
taurant will serve hamburgers with
a choice of 42 different toppings,
as well as French fries, onion rings,
milkshakes and sodas.

Mr. Colantuono also testified that
the restaurants are a chain in the Fort
Meyers and West Palm Beach area of
Florida, but are approaching closer
in our area. Currently, he noted, the
closest restaurants are located in the
Philadelphia area. The restaurant, he
added, has plans to open soon in New
Brunswick and Princeton. He stated
that he and his three other partners
plan to open in Westfield sometime
in July or August.

Professional Planner Ken Bow-
ers also testified on behalf of the
application stating that although it
was 15 parking spaces short, thus
needing a parking variance.

“The restaurant will do most of
its business in the evening, after
commuters have gone home,” said

Mr. Bowers, adding that having the
restaurant front a municipal lot with
meters “will insure a more rapid
turnover in the afternoon.”

Arthur Attenasio, the applicants’
lawyer, reminded board members
that although the restaurant was
short 15 spaces for a parking vari-
ance, the restaurant was slotted for
47 seats as opposed to an approval
for a restaurant granted by the Plan-
ning Board in 1984 for 150-seat
restaurant. The Great Harvest Bread
Company had a 30-seat capacity.

In other business, the Board me-
morialized their decision to grant
Commerce Bank final major site
plan approval to turn the site of the
former Reilly Oldsmobile at 552-
556 and 560 North Avenue into a
Westfield Branch.

In February, Brett Skapinetz, a
licensed professional engineer, tes-
tified on behalf of the bank and told
board members that, although only
15 parking spaces are required for
the bank, 41 are proposed. He also
noted that the impervious coverage
of the site would be reduced by 40
percent, making a reduction in wa-
ter run-off and that many trees and
shrubs would be added on the site.

Finally, before the close of the
meeting, board members briefly
discussed a draft prepared by Town
Planner Blaise Brancheau of Rob-
ert Catlin and Associates to amend
the land use ordinance as it relates
to the General Business District’s
GB-3 zone.

The amendment allows and en-
courages a mixed residential and
non-residential use in the areas des-
ignated at GB-3 zones, which in-
clude certain properties on Central
Avenue as well as properties on
South Avenue past the traffic circle
going towards Scotch Plains.

According to the draft, the units
for residential dwellings in this area
will be contained to the second and
third floor of a building deemed as
a mixed use.

Board members present at the
meeting all endorsed the proposal,
as it will now go to the Town Coun-
cil for review. Mr. Foerst did ab-
stain from the vote as he stated, “I
have not had a chance to thoroughly
review the entire proposal.”

The next Planning Board meet-
ing will be held on Monday, May 3,
at 8 p.m.
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THE EASTER BUNNY IS COMING!…This year’s Easter Egg Hunt in Fanwood
will be held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, April 10, at Forest Road Park. Children will
be treated to hundreds of eggs and prizes. Sponsored by the Fanwood Recreation
Commission, children  will have an opportunity to have their photographs taken
with the Easter Bunny.

Firms Debate Projected
Traffic Counts With Deck
Development in Westfield

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Last Wednesday,
Scott Parker from Edwards and
Kelcey (E&K) and Gordon Meth
from Keller and Kirkpatrick (K&K)
presented their traffic study find-
ings and fielded residents’ ques-
tions.

E&K was brought in by the de-
veloper HKT Nassau to analyze
the possible traffic impacts associ-
ated with the parking garage-de-
velopments on Prospect and Elm
Streets and South Avenue. The
council, after much debate, decided

to bring K&K on board to indepen-
dently analyze their findings.

E&K performed traffic counts
during October on streets in and
around the proposed redevelopment
sites. Estimates where then made
for the areas in 2006 for if the
structures are or are not built.

K&K produced a similar report
using E&K’s counts, but made sev-
eral different assumptions. Where
E&K assumed smaller, “mom and
pop,” type retail, K&K used a larger
scale of retail to project the traffic
counts. The two firms also used
different figures in the number of
trip generations associated with the
residential portion of the construc-
tion.

Mr. Parker said that with the con-
struction of the parking garages
there would be a “redistribution of
traffic volumes.”

He added that the projects have
the characteristics of transit vil-
lages, and used those numbers to
estimate the traffic volumes in the
“build” scenario.

Mr. Parker responded to resi-
dents’ questions that no transit vil-
lages are complete in the state, but
he said that the likelihood of some-
one getting on a train and coming
to Westfield to shop is low.

He said that 40 to 70 percent of
those who come to shop are already
on the road, and are included in the
“pass-by” numbers and are not new
trips.

Both firms made recommenda-
tions that signal timing be matched
at the intersections of South, North
and Central Avenues. They also said
that a left-turn-only lane should be
established on South Avenue. How-
ever, Mayor Gregory McDermott
noted that these are county roads.

The traffic counts themselves
confirmed that many intersections
in town are already congested, and
that with or without the build, will
continue to downgrade.

One resident said that the recom-
mendations are, “making
(Westfield) more vehicle friendly
at the expense of pedestrians.”

Several residents raised concerns
that a development previously pro-
posed at New Street, near the inter-
section of South and Central Av-
enues, was not included in the traf-
fic study.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
said that the application for New
Street has been withdrawn and that
currently, there are no new propos-
als for the property on the table.

Residents also raised concern that
prohibiting left-hand turns out of
the east end of the deck will force
traffic up Boulevard and onto resi-
dential streets.

One resident pointed out that
though individuals arrive at the train
station over periods of time, they
exit the train in large groups.

Become a Subscriber:
Call (908) 232-4407



Page 2  Thursday, April 8, 2004 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Former Marine Lt. Colonel
Ready to Take On Ferguson

By MICHAEL SHAPIRO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Steve Brozak is not your typical
candidate for Congress. He’s a
former marine lieutenant colonel
who questions how the situation in
post-Saddam Iraq is being handled.
He’s an investment banker who
promises not to be a “yes man” for
corporate America. He’s a Demo-
cra t but also an independent
thinker who pledges not to engage
in partisan bickering. The experi-
enced soldier is now
facing one of the
toughest battles of
his life: unseating
incumbent Republi-
can Congressman
Mike Ferguson in
the Seventh Con-
gressional District.

Lt. Colonel Brozak
is running for Con-
gress “to ensure that
someone in Congress
will have the experi-
ence to ask the tough
questions on crucial
pieces of legislation
and who will be independent enough
to represent the people of this area…”
His top issues include keeping and
creating good jobs, making health
care affordable, and supporting a
coherent national security policy that
“truly makes us safer and empha-
sizes the war on terror and homeland
security.” On these difficult and im-
portant issues Brozak says, “it is of
vital importance to make the right
decisions now.”

Mr. Brozak believes his past ex-
perience will serve him well in
Congress. He served over 20 years
in the Marines, “where he fought
to protect the basic American ide-
als of freedom and fairness.” As an
investment banker, he states that
he has helped create jobs and has
gained a strong understanding of
the economy. In the military and
the private sector, “the values of
service, accountability, and creat-
ing and defending opportunity
were something you worked at
every day,” Mr. Brozak says. As a

Congressman, he hopes to bring
these qualities to Washington, D.C.
and represent his constituents’ in-
terests.

Brozak believes the voters of the
Seventh Congressional District
have good reasons to elect him
over incumbent congressman
Ferguson. He states that Congress-
man Ferguson has supported tax
cuts for businesses that move jobs
offshore while Mr. Brozak supports
an economic recovery plan that will

increase jobs here at
home. Mr. Brozak
believes to make
prescription drugs
more affordable, in-
dividuals should be
able to purchase
medicine from
Canada or leverage
the power of the fed-
eral government to
lower drug costs. He
points out that Con-
gressman Ferguson
voted for a bill that
outlawed these cost
savings.

Recently, Congressman Ferguson
has hit some hard times. The mar-
ried father of three was involved in
an incident in a Georgetown bar
with a college co-ed who claimed
that Mr. Ferguson offered her his
Congressional lapel pin. Mr. Brozak
said that it is for the individual voter
to decide if such an incident is rel-
evant to the 2004 election. He said
that instead of talking about that
issue, he wants to focus on revitaliz-
ing the economy, improving national
security and creating comprehen-
sive health care.

Congressman Ferguson also re-
cently received the largest fine in
Election Law Enforcement history
for campaign finance violations.
In response, Mr. Brozak com-
mented, “I intend to be a Con-
gressman who will make you
proud, and who will be a leader in
something more worthy than get-
ting the highest penalty in recent
memory from the Federal Elec-
tion Commission.”

SP, FW Mayors Participate
In Local Panel Discussion

PEOPLE TO PEOPLE…Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks and Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr participated in a panel discussion with students in the
People to People program. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Lance Porter,
2nd, Mayor Marks, Michael Lubinski, Mayor Mahr, and Samantha Carow.

AREA – The mayors of both Scotch
Plains and Fanwood were invited to
participate in a panel discussion by
the group known as “People to
People.”

“People to People” is a national
organization that was founded by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower.
This organization recognizes young
people in all 50 states and Puerto
Rico as ambassadors for the nation
The students travel to a destination
abroad and represent the country as
student ambassadors. Before students
travel, they must meet as a group for
at least 12 hours over a period of time
to become more “ambassadorial.”
This year, the New Jersey contingent
will travel to Australia.

Three students from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School were nomi-
nated to participate this year and will
travel to Australia with their group.
They are Samantha Carow, Lance
Porter, 2nd and Michael Lubinski.
Both Samantha and Lance invited
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks.
Michael invited newly-elected

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr.
The panel discussion took place at

the United Methodist Church in
Cranford on March 27. The panel
consisted of six elected officials. Each
panel member was asked to attend by
various student ambassadors whose
assignment it was to ask elected of-
ficials to participate.

Included on the panel were Mr.
Marks and Ms. Mahr, as well as three
councilpersons and a former mayor.
Student questions asked to and an-
swered individually by the entire
panel included: Why do you want to
be a leader? What do you enjoy most
about your job? What positions have
you held in your career (other than
elected official)? Who inspired you
to get involved in public office?

The panel discussion was one of
several assignments the students must
complete on their quest to learn more
about both the United States and the
country they will be traveling to, which
in this case is Australia. The New
Jersey chapter of People to People
will depart for Australia this July.

Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events
Sesame Street Live! Come see

Elmo, the Count, Cookie Monster,
Big Bird, Bert & Ernie and their
friends on stage Monday, April 12.
Bus departs at 9:30 a.m. Cost: $20.

Soccer Squirts: This course will
introduce children ages 3-5 years to
group experiences and basic motor
skills through soccer related activi-
ties. Dates: Tuesdays starting April
13 and ending May 25. Hours: 10 to
11 a.m. or 1 to 2 p.m. Cost: $89.

Golf Class: (ages 8 to 13) The class
is held on the following Tuesdays
from 3:30-5:30 p.m.: April 13 and 27,
and May 4. Classes will focus on
education on the golf swing, care of
the course, and playing safely. In-
structor Bill McCluney, PGA Head
Professional, will hold classes at Oak
Ridge Golf Course in Clark. Fee: $80.

Karate: Held on Thursdays (ages
6-9) from April 15 to June 3 from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  Also offered on
Saturdays (ages 4-7) from April 17
to June 5 from 10:30-11:30 a.m.  Fee:
$35/class.

14th Annual Road Race: will be
held on Saturday, April 24, at
Tamaques Park in Westfield.  The One-
Mile Fun Run will begin at 9 a.m.
followed by the Five Mile run at 9:30
a.m. Both courses will begin and end
in Tamaques Park.  Put on your run-
ning shoes and come join us!

Daddy-Daughter Dance: Our
Annual Dance will be held on Friday,
April 30, at The Westwood from 6:30
to 9:30 p.m. for grades Kindergarten
through sixth Grade.  The evening
will consist of 5x7 father/daughter
photograph; hot buffet dinner & des-
sert, disc jockey to play the hottest

tunes, and an entire evening of danc-
ing and fun! Cost: $36/per person.

Summer Camps: The Recreation
Department offers a variety of enjoy-
able summer camp programs. Camps
include but are not limited to: Bowl-
ing, Tennis, Baseball, Soccer, Bas-
ketball, Roller Hockey, Wrestling,
Multi-Sports, and the Summer Play-
ground Program. Look for our bro-
chure in the mail!

Teen Center: The Teen Center will
be open on select Friday evenings
during the school year from 7 to 11
p.m. for all high school students.  The
teen center is a safe and enjoyable
alternative and all high school stu-
dents are invited to come check it out!
Located in the municipal building.

The “Night Place”: This popular
program is offered to all resident inter-
mediate school youths. Held at Edison
Intermediate School from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. Activities include a disc jockey,
food, games, movies and dancing.
The cost is $2 in advance and $3 at the
door.  The date left for the coming
school year is May 7.

Memorial Pool News:  Registra-
tions are now being accepted from
last year’s pool members.

On Thursday, April 15, at 7 a.m., in
person registration begins for
Westfield residents who were not
members last year.

Please register for the above pro-
grams in person at: The Westfield
Recreation Department, 425 East
Broad Street. Westfield.  For more
information, please call (908) 789-
4080, visit westfieldnj.net/townhall/
recreation or at westfieldtoday.com/
ParksRecreation.

Steve Brozak

Fanwood Receives $38,000
Library Grant From State

Mayor Marks Chosen For
County Chamber Award

MOUNTAINSIDE – On March 22,
the annual Union County Chamber
of Commerce Mayor’s Dinner was
held at L’Affaire in Mountainside.
During the dinner, each of Union
County’s 21 Mayors or their repre-
sentative is given the opportunity to
address the attendees for five min-
utes about some aspect of their com-
munity.

This is the third year that the Cham-
ber has designated a “Best Speaker”
of the evening at the end of the night.
For the second time in three years,
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
was chosen for the award.

Mayor Marks spoke about the on-
going successes for the Scotch Plains
central business district and how the

Towne Centre is the center of gov-
ernment, education, culture and com-
munity He noted the location of the
Municipal Building, Park Middle
School, the public library, summer
concert series, community events at
Augustine Park and the presence of
three different churches.

He related how the town is explor-
ing the possibility of creating a Spe-
cial Improvement District, or SID,
so that the Towne Centre can become
a commercial center, not only for
Scotch Plains, but also for the entire
region.

Mayor Marks was also nominated,
along with three other Union County
mayors for, “Mayor of the Year” by
the County Chamber.

TRENTON – Fanwood and Eliza-
beth were awarded New Jersey De-
partment of Community Affairs Liv-
able Communities Grants for library
aid and municipal Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) assistance.
The funding will be used to rehabili-
tate and restore libraries and to bring
historic buildings into compliance
with ADA requirements.

Fanwood Borough received a
$37,591 Livable Communities Grant
for library aid. The Borough will use
the funding to upgrade computer
equipment and purchase furniture,
display units and shelving.

Elizabeth received a $40,000 Liv-
able Communities Grant for Munici-

pal ADA assistance. The city will use
the funding to make improvements to
its city hall, including the renovation
of four restrooms in the building, to
comply with the ADA guidelines.

“Here in New Jersey, Governor
McGreevey and I are dedicated to
making sure that facilities in every
town are accessible and structurally
up-to-date,” Commissioner Susan
Levin said. “Livable Communities
Grants do just that by providing our
local governments with the funding
they need to ensure that municipally-
owned buildings are accessible to all
New Jersey residents, and that our
local libraries are preserved and main-
tained for future generations to enjoy.”

  

   
   

 

  

Welcome
J&M Market
Customers!

We handle the same U.S. Prime
Beef & Fresh Poultry

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains • (908) 322-7126

www.johnsmarket.com

Our 65th Year

We offer the same custom cuts
& personalized service

We wish the best of luck to
Ray and his staff
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WE CARE Group Formed;
Questioning Parking Decks

WESTFIELD – Fans of the NBC se-
ries “Ed” might wonder if “Stuckeyville”
really exists. Residents of Westfield
know when the cameras roll, their beau-
tiful, intimate town periodically becomes
Ed’s famed home. That may change
with the new proposals to build high-rise
parking decks that might transform the
elegant and quiet town of Westfield into
a hustling, bustling mini-version of Fort
Lee or Times Square in New York City.

“People who live in Westfield come
here because they want to get away from
the noise of the city,” states concerned
30-year resident Alan Solomon. “The
producers of ‘Ed’ chose this show for
it’s small-town feel and putting in a
high-rise parking deck will impact the
dynamics and feel of the town in a way
that will take away what makes Westfield
so special.”

In response to this serious issue, a
group of Westfield residents have formed
WE CARE (Westfielders Concerned
About Responsible Redevelopment). WE
CARE is a grassroots citizen organiza-
tion whose goal is to promote the free
and open discussion of concerns about
the current redevelopment plans for high-
rise parking decks in colonial Westfield.

The group is gaining momentum with
a base of 120 to 200 supporters on its e-
mail list from all wards of Westfield and
all walks of life. They meet weekly to
raise awareness of “The Decks.” Al-
though parking in Westfield is less than
optimal, the group seriously questions
the need for such a large-scale develop-
ment with apartments and retail.

 “Do we really need a 1,000 car park-
ing deck with as many as a hundred
apartments? We’re not opposed to
change, but there might be a better solu-
tion than building a structure that is
going to cost  $80 million dollars,” said
John Mancini. “Politicians forget that
the money comes from our pockets.”

WE CARE has studied the proposed

plan for the decks and has created a list
of 20 issues that include: aesthetic and
architectural; traffic and safety; taxa-
tion; schools (children added to the sys-
tem with no funding) and quality of life.

Westfield has a wealth of profession-
als who are skilled in evaluating com-
plex plans like the ones slated for down-
town Westfield. WE CARE is capitaliz-
ing on their expertise regarding “The
Decks.” Citizens are assisting in critiqu-
ing the risky financials of the project,
legal issues of redevelopment, and other
consulting regarding engineering, de-
sign, schools and traffic/safety.

High-rise parking decks are not a chal-
lenge unique to Westfield. WE CARE
has gathered information concerning
redevelopment projects in other towns
such as Princeton, which is being under-
taken with the same developer currently
working on the redevelopment projects
in Westfield -- HTK Nassau & Associ-
ates. In addition, WE CARE has been
closely following an ongoing lawsuit
that is attempting to stop the redevelop-
ment project in Princeton.

Prompted by a lack of public support
for these projects, and WE CARE’s be-
lief that the town has demonstrated a
lack of interest in assessing and evaluat-
ing citizens’ concerns through a public
referendum, the group is rolling out a
petition drive to demonstrate that these
plans are unpopular and need to be re-
considered.

The group hopes to engage all
Westfielders to sign the petition and circu-
late it to friends, family and neighbors.
They also welcome interested fellow citi-
zens to join and help in any way they can.
WE CARE welcomes new ideas and volun-
teers and can be reached at: ALFA P.O. Box
57, Westfield,  07090, at (908) 523-9480 or
info@westfieldredevelopment.com.

For more information about WE CARE
or a downloadable petition form, please log
onto www.westfieldredevelopment.com.

WF Spring Fling Festival
To Be Held on April 25

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce has invited
area families and visitors to the 10th
Annual Spring Fling Westfield on
Sunday, April 25, from 11 a.m. until
5 p.m.

Throughout the day, live enter-
tainment will be featured on the main
stage, including performances by
local musicians, dancers, and vocal-
ists. There will be a festive celebra-
tion of the fast-disappearing popular
art form, the American sideshow, as
Kings Super Markets presents high-

lights from the Off-Broadway hit,
Carnival Knowledge.

Admission and parking is free.
The streets in the downtown area
will be closed to traffic, including
Prospect, Elm, East Broad, and
Quimby Streets. It is recommended
that visitors park in the South Av-
enue train station lot and cross to the
festival through the train underpass.

For more information, contact the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce at (908) 233-3021 or visit
www.WestfieldChamber.com.

Lienhard Named Associate
At Greeley and Hansen, LLC

WESTFIELD – Greeley and Hansen
LLC, a client-focused environmental
engineering firm specializing in water,
wastewater and solid
waste management head-
quartered in Chicago, Ill.
recently named Westfield
High School alumni Eric
Lienhard P.E. (class of
1990) an Associate, in rec-
ognition of his profes-
sional achievements and
contributions to the con-
tinued success of the firm.

Founded in 1914,
Greeley and Hansen em-
ploys nearly 300 profes-
sionals in 15 offices
throughout the United States. For over
eight decades, Greeley and Hansen
has been providing its clients with
comprehensive services to assist them
in running more cost-effective, effi-
cient operations.

Mr. Lienhard has specialized ex-

pertise in water resources manage-
ment and has provided study, design,
and construction services for a variety

of water and wastewater
projects, including a long-
term combined sewer
overflow control plan.

Mr. Lienhard is a co-
founder of the Philadelphia
Metropolitan Area Section
of the American Water Re-
sources Association
(AWRA) and is serving as
president-elect for 2003-
2004. He is also a member
of the national AWRA, the
Water Environment Fed-
eration (WEF), and the

Pennsylvania Water Environment Asso-
ciation. He received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in civil engineering in 1995
and a master’s degree in environmental
engineering in 2003 from Drexel Uni-
versity, and is a registered professional
engineer in New Jersey.

Eric Lienhard

LOOK BOTH WAYS…Children at the Westfield Co-operative Nursery School
recently participated in a Trike-a-Thon to benefit St. Jude Research Hospital
and to raise bicycle safety awareness. St. Jude conducts research into cata-
strophic childhood diseases. Teacher Patricia Michaels and the students raised
over $400. The nursery school is a non-profit program for 3 and 4 year-olds. For
more information, please call Terri Mandrillo at (908) 233-4501.

Spring Cleanup Dates Scheduled
For Westfield’s Mindowaskin Park

WESTFIELD – A spring cleanup
is scheduled for Mindowaskin Park
on Saturday, April 17, from 9 a.m. to
12 p.m. by the Friends of
Mindowaskin Park. The rain date
will be Saturday, April 24. Volun-
teers and organizations are urged to
participate and bring gloves and
rakes. Friends of Mindowaskin Park
T-shirts will be provided to the first
50 volunteers. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 233-8110.

The Friends of Mindowaskin Park

is a non-profit organization founded
in the early 1990s to revitalize and
preserve the park. The mission of
Friends of Mindowaskin Park is to
ensure the long-term enjoyment of
the public park by Westfield residents
and patrons. Current board members
include: Nancy Priest, President,
Debby Burslem, Diane Cesarz, Sherry
Cronin, Richard Edge, David Foltz,
Fontaine Gatti, B. Carol Molnar,
Marilyn Shields, Craig Stock, Bar-
bara Vincentsen and David Williams.

STOP REDEVELOPMENT
WE CARE PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of Westfield, are opposed to the Westfield
Mayor and Town Council’s mixed-use Redevelopment Plan to build 2
large parking structures with commercial and residential properties on
Prospect Street and at the South Avenue Train Station.

Please sign and return to: Westfielders Concerned About Responsible
Development (WE CARE), PO Box 57, Westfield, NJ 07090. For More
information about why we oppose the redevelopment plans, call (908)
232-5716 or see information at www.westfield redevelopment.com

If you are interested in obtaining additional petitions, please call or e-
mail us at info@westfieldredevelopment.com

Also, please e-mail the Mayor and Council and let them know how you
feel at mayorandcouncil@westfieldnj.net

* required information

Name:*

Signature:*

Address:*

Ward:

E--mail:

Phone:

Spring Food Festival
Saturday, April 10, 2004

11:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m.
Mark your Calendar!

Live Music, Gourmet Food Tastings,
Unbeatable Sales!

Free Delivery
call 908-232-8700 TODAY!

Sign Up for Our  E-mail Newsletter

TODAY!
Get the latest news and information on sales, hot

new wine releases, wine trends and gourmet 

specialties! Simply go to our website:

www.townandcountrywine.com

Justin 

Isosceles 2001 

JUST RELEASED!!!

Sale $44.99 Reg. $59.99
Hard to think it could get any better than this. 2001

certainly lives up to this billing with this blend of
mostly Cabernet Sauvignon with some Cab Franc

and Merlot. Finishes long and flavorful. 

Town & Country 95pts.

Banfi Brunello di
Montalcino 

1999 

Sale $52.99 Reg. $69.99

“This shows an incredible concentration of fruit,
with loads of berries and spices on the nose.  Full-

bodied, with soft and silky tannins and lots of

smoky character and a long finish.”

94 Pts. Wine Spectator.

Staglin Cabernet 
Sauvignon Family 

Vineyard 2000

Sale $79.99 Reg. $119.99

“A brilliant showcase of ripe, pure Ruttherford
Cabernet flavors, brimming with currant, blackber-
ry, black cherry and plum. Shows pretty floral and
cedary, mocha-scented notes, with a long focused

aftertaste that picks up hints of herb and sage.” 

94pts. Wine Spectator

Easter Selections
Marimar Torres Napa Valley Chardonnay 2001 $29.99
This is brilliant Chardonnay because of it's supurb tropical fruit 

flavors, the powerful but tasteful oak and the rich, crisp acidity

Planeta Chardonay (Sicily) 2002 $38.99
Sumptuous aromas of honeyed citrus and buttery oranges 

along with great texture, full body, outstanding balance.

Gunderloch Riesling Dry 2002 $18.99 
Peach, mango, lemon and floral aromas. willowy, elegant and expansive
on the palate, with lots of enticing citrus and pit 

fruits and inner-mouth florality.

Chateau de Chasseloir Muscadet 2002     sale $8.99
A rare explosiveness for the Melon grape, with concentrated lemon peel,
grapefruit, honeysuckle, mineral and brine notes. The racy acidity carries it
effortlessly, while a second wave of fruit emerges on the finish. Hard for
Muscadet to be better than this." 

Number 39 on the Wine Spectator Top 100 Wines for 2003

Santa Lucia Gazza Ladra Fiano 2002      sale $11.99
A fleshier and rounder wine, with a pretty, nutty aromatic, and delicious fruit

on the palate. Very food-friendly.

Joel Gott Sauvignon Blanc 3 Ranches 2003 $16.99
Zesty, herbal and citrus aromas and tropical grapefruit and mineral flavors.
This is a wonderful food friendly wine, with bright acidity and long lasting

finish.

Mont Saint-Vincent Chardonnay 
Vin de Pays D'Oc 2002 $10.99
Apples and pears in the mouth with great balance and fresh acidity.

Daniel Barraud Pouilly Fuisse En France 2002 $31.99
Medium bodied, silky textured and earthy, it has outstanding flesh, depth

and concentration.

Fattoria Magliano Vermentino 2002 $18.99
This wonderful Tuscan producer is new in the American market. After one
taste of their terrific wines, we were SOLD! This vermentino is ripe and

round, with great balance and finesse.

De Sante Sauvignon Blanc 2002 $18.99
Excellent intensity and lingering concentration of flavors that will come

alive with food.

Baron de Ona Rioja Reserva 1997 $25.99
With excellent ripeness and a long, layered finish, this Rioja is reminiscent

of a grand cru Burgundy.

Paul Hobbs Napa Valley 
Cabernet Sauvignon 2000 sale$39.99  
Wonderful richness, with a silky texture and gobs of currant, mineral,

cedar, plum and earthy flavors that are concentrated and sharply focused.

Concha Y Toro Don Melchor Cabernet Sauvignon
2000 $43.99
Terrific personality, with prune, cocoa, loam, mineral, dark currant, black-

berry, tar and sanguine flavors that don't quit. (very limited)

Fairview Goat-Roti (South Africa) 2002 $20.99 
This just oozes fruit--blackberries, plums and currants--but has firm tannins

to keep it from getting to gushy.

Wyatt Pinot Noir 2002 $14.99
Ripe, Lush, fruit-driven Pinot with a big, round mouthfeel and a rich finish.

Mcmanis Merlot 2002 $12.99
Floods the mouth with juicy, sweet flavors of cherries and blackberries,

with a round, opulent texture.

Owen Sullivan Red Blend 2001 $21.99
Dark ruby color, delicious dark fruit flavors, a touch of anise and surprising-

ly long finish.

Ridge Lytton Springs Zinfandel 2001 $32.99
Combination of jammy briery raspberry and currant fruit intermingled with
licorice, spice, and pepper.

Covey Run Syrah 2001 $9.99
Crisp and lively, generous with bright blueberry and spice flavors, which
echo nicely on the fine-textured finish.

Spring Coupons!
Discount Coupons do not apply to sale items.

Discount is not valid on 3L, 4L or 5L. 1 case = 12 btls. 750ml
or 6 btls. 1.5L. Valid 4-8-2002 to 4-14-2004

All items are available at our Westfield location, please contact other stores for product availability.  We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax.
All wines are 750ml unless otherwise noted.  We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last. Prices valid 4-8-2001 to 4-14-2004

333 South Ave. East, Westfield, New Jersey  07090

908-232-8700
Hours:

Mon. - Thur. 9 a.m. -9p.m.
Fri. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday - 12 noon - 7 p.m.

Easter Sunday 12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

knowledge of the proper placement
of objects, plants, and furniture
within rooms.  With the use of Feng
Shui, good health, love and abun-
dance are all increased. Dates:
Thursdays April 8, 15 and 22.
Times: 7 –9 p.m.

Sweet Gatherings: What’s Your
Specialty?  Cookies, brownies, pies?
Bake your best creations each week,
bring copies of the recipes and share
your secrets with friends.  Taste
other delicacies, swap ideas and
enjoy your dessert!   Dates: Mon-
days, April 19 and 26 and May 3 and
10. Times: 12-2 p.m.

Women’s Softball League: Con-
tact Yvette Easley at (908) 654-
7131. Games will be played at Town-
ship ball fields beginning at 6 p.m.
Fees and regulations are set by league
officials.  Season begins mid-April
and runs through mid-July.

One Day Trips: The Community
School of Scotch Plains/Fanwood
and the Scotch Plains Recreation
Department are jointly offering the
following day trips:

Historic Philadelphia, Indepen-
dence Hall, Saturday, May 1. Fee is
$35 per person.  Bus departs at 8:15
a.m. and returns approx. 6 p.m.
Register by April 1.  Bus will leave
from Park Middle School.  Need a
minimum of 15 people.

Touring and Tea at Liberty Hall,
Friday, May 14. Fee: $45 per per-
son.  Bus will depart at 12 noon and
return approx. 4:30 p.m.  Register
by April 14.  Bus will leave from
Brookside Park on Hetfield Ave.

The Smartest Weasel in the
World Science Workshop (1st-5th
grade): Weasel Robots-  The wea-
sel has two motors, a 3-speed gear
box & 2 photo sensors.   It’s all
yours to make and keep.  Learn
about gears, sensors, electronic
components, circuit boards and
more.  Design and program your
own robot. Please bring a lunch.
Date: Monday and Tuesday,
April 5 and 6, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fee:
$110 per person

Adult Programs
Beginner Bridge Lessons: Classes

will be taught by Wendy Golding,
instructor for the past four years.  You
will receive handouts each week to
help you along.  There will be 25
minutes of instruction followed by
questions/answers and then hands-
on playing.  Need a minimum of
eight players to have the class. Dates:
Fridays, April 16-June 18 (10 classes).
Times: 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

 Intermediate/Advanced Bridge
Lessons: Wendy Golding, Instruc-
tor, will teach the concepts the
class is most interested in learning.
A syllabus is handed out as well as
a class schedule.  (need a minimum
of eight players) Dates: Fridays,
April 16-May 14 (5 classes) Times:
12:45-2:45 p.m.

Feng Shui: Feng Shui, the 3,000-
year-old Chinese Art of Placement,
reveals the intimate relationship
between the needs of the inner soul
and the energy centers of our living
spaces.  Through this excellent
beginners course, you will gain the

Scotch Plains Recreation Events
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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Toison – The fleece of sheep
2. Iconoclasm – The act of breaking or

destroying images
3. Catallactics – In political economy,

the science of commercial exchanges
4. Acrotism – Absence or

imperceptability of the pulse beat

FORZANDO
1. A large deep bowl used for salads
2. With force or stress
3. A malicious person
4. A crossbow of the middle ages

CARAPACE
1. Turned up at the tip like a pug nose
2. Carefree, feeling relaxed
3. Bristly hairs on the porcupine
4. The upper shell of a turtle, crab, etc.

FULIGINOSITY
1. Unhealthfulness; unwholesomeness
2. The act of making blind
3. Sootiness; smokiness
4. Temporary loss of memory of one’s

surroundings
RAFFISH

1. Disgraceful; cheap
2. Confused; puzzled
3. Fatigued; exhausted
4. Fussy, petty

Development is Opportunity to
Continue Good Downtown WF

Flooding Problem
Continues On Coolidge

It is now going into seven months of
continued flowing water coming from
the property at 925 Coolidge Street where
construction is being done.

Water has been blocking up drive-
ways, the path leading to Harding Street
and clogging the only one drain sewer on
Coolidge from Wells to Sherman.

The children in this area have been
most effected by this water problem.
They use the path to get to Washington
School.

I have written letters to the mayor
asking him to look into this problem. We
need two drain sewers in this area. I
never received a reply.

In all my 33 years living in Westfield,
I have never seen nor heard of such lack
of consideration on the part of a con-
struction company.

Another thing that puzzles me is, the
Elizabeth Town Water Company has
been working on Coolidge Street. They
must have noticed the continued flow of
water coming from the construction site.

Eleanor Taylor
Westfield

I cannot remain silent as Westfield’s
best opportunity for good development
is being ridiculed and potentially jeopar-
dized albeit by well meaning residents.

Presently, the heart of downtown
Westfield is inundated with large sur-
face parking lots, acres of cracked as-
phalt that are necessary for economic
activity, but otherwise barren and bleak.
Some have called for an expansion of
surface parking lots as the solution for
more parking. Others say Westfield needs
no more parking. In either case, is this
the best vision that we have for our
wonderful town?

With the negative reaction to the cur-
rent redevelopment proposals, I wonder
if you could build Westfield today. It’s
not the zoning or the regulatory hurdles
that would stop development, it’s public
opinion that would stop good develop-
ment in its tracks.

Think about it. The Presbyterian
Church, its soaring steeple and large
assembly hall, if it were under construc-
tion today, many would say it’s too close
to Mountain Avenue, too large for
Westfield, and much too tall.

And development along East Broad
Street in downtown Westfield would not
win public favor on many counts. The
buildings have no side yards, no setback
from the sidewalk edge. Arcanum Hall,
another landmark Westfield building at
the corner of Elm Street, rises more than
45 feet. Residential development and
office space rise two to three stories
above the retail space to say nothing of
off-street parking and the school chil-
dren who live there.

Yet these are the enduring symbols of
Westfield and elements of good down-
town planning. These are the ingredients
that give Westfield the small town charm

of television’s Stuckeyville, Ohio and
the economic activity of a regional shop-
ping destination.

Please don’t discard the potential of
new development to preserve a “vista”
of asphalt or for fear of five or fifteen
additional school children. What will we
leave to future generations in this great
town – an expanse of asphalt or new
homes and shops that complement the
great downtown we already have?

The current redevelopment proposals
are Westfield’s best opportunity to con-
tinue the tradition of good downtown
development.

Richard Andreski
Westfield

The Westfield History Museum
Is A Reeve Idea of Top Priority

Don Mokrauer, President of the Westfield Historic
Society, made an impassioned speech to the Westfield
Town Council several weeks ago in asking for the
town to lease the Reeves house to the society. The
society hopes to create the Westfield Town History
Museum for the public on the Reeves house and
four-acre property that is located at 314 Mountain
Avenue, abutting Mindowaskin Park.

The town and the society will enter into an 18-
month lease, during which time the society will
attempt to raise the funds needed to convert the
house into office, storage and museum space. Ac-
cording to Mr. Mokrauer, renovations will cost at
least $500,000. The only assistance the society is
requesting from the town is for landscaping and
snow removal.

The town agreement is one that we whole-heartedly
support. But, Mr. Mokrauer’s plea was neither the
beginning nor the end of the story of the journey for
the museum.

The recent phase of the story began some twenty
years ago when Mr. Edgar Reeve approached the
town and announced his intention to will his four-
acre estate to Westfield. As the story goes, he would
turn over the property upon his death with the
stipulation that it not be sold or used for commercial
purposes. If so, the estate would instead revert to the
Reeve Foundation.

The only other things Mr. Reeve was said to ask in
return from the town were that he be able to live there
on the property, tax-free, and that the town maintains
the grounds during that period. The town agreed to
this seeming generous gift – after all, he was in his
80s – how long could he live?

The beginning of the story may have started over
100 years ago. It turns out that Edgar Reeve’s father
lived to be 92 and his mother lived to be 95.
Apparently, some stout genetics were at work and
Edgar Reeve lived to be nearly 101 years of age –
passing away on December 28, 2001. With this
longevity, Mr. Reeve was able to live property tax-
free for nearly 20 years – plus he had his grounds
maintained by the town.

Edgar Reeve remembered when Mountain Av-
enue in Westfield was a dirt road and deliveries to the
house were made by horse and wagon. Their prop-
erty entrance had a hitching post to tie the horses.
Gas lamps lighted the streets and the homestead. Mr.
Reeve’s father, William Edgar, used the ferry to
commute to New York City.

The Reeve family admired the trees of the area and
those on their property. There were red Oaks, blue
Atlas Cedars, Horse Chestnuts, Sugar Maples, and
evergreen English Yews. Coupled with this fond-
ness, they were instrumental in the development of
Mindowaskin Park.

With this Reeve background, one can understand
the current saga and the implications of the caveats
of the gift of the estate to the town; i.e., “not to be
sold or used for commercial purposes.” We suspect
Mr. Reeve went to his grave with a higher purpose
in mind for the property and perhaps with a little
chuckle – and that he cleverly crafted the agreement.

For what is the town to do with the gift, then?
Knock down the house and add the property to the
bounds of Mindowaskin Park? Or as the Westfield
Historical Society hopes, refurbish the house and
create the museum? In neither case does the Reeve

property enter the town property tax roles – or does
it become a site for development.

We fully support the alternative sought by the
Westfield Historical Society in creating a town mu-
seum. There are financial obstacles for sure.

As former Westfield Mayor Bud Boothe stated, “It
would be a disaster for the society and the town to
start down this road only to find that the society does
not have the support to keep it going into future years
and decades.” In spearheading the effort for the
museum, Mr. Boothe further commented, “This
town is constantly portrayed by real estate agents
and by merchants as a historic colonial town well
aware of its history and proud of its heritage. Many
communities around this country and the world have
community museums, including nearby Clark,
Cranford, Plainfield and Rahway. If they can do it, so
can Westfield.”

Don Mokrauer addressed the Westfield Town Coun-
cil and said, “With apologies to Voltaire, I maintain
that if a permanent home for the Westfield Historical
Society did not exist, it would be necessary to invent
one.”

He added, “We are a fairly sizable and active
organization consisting of nearly 700 members…
from the young to the very senior… from Westfield
residents to former residents to residents of nearby
towns.”

The society is the main repository of Westfield lore
and the archives house thousands of documents,
artifacts and memorabilia. It is a valuable resource
for school children, residents, businesses and schol-
ars.

With town support in 1972, the Society created the
Miller-Cory House on Mountain Avenue. It has been
an important local education resource for the past 32
years.

Westfield has a big “wish list” for development
items and expenditures. We know that all the items
desired cannot be achieved. But we suggest that the
Town History Museum should be placed at the top of
the priority list.

It would be a gift to the people and by the people,
but not the end of the story – as it would keep on
giving to those of the future from those of the present
and from those of the past.

And surely as he looks on from above, it would be
a delight to Mr. Edgar Reeve.

UNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELD

Submitted by Lorre Korecky
Board Trustee

The Needs of Today’s Society:
Jewish Family Service Agency

Of Central New Jersey

Garwood Resident Surprised to Still
Find Name on WF Permit Wait List

I was surprised to learn this week that
my name remains on the Westfield Park-
ing Waiting List despite the fact that I
moved out of Westfield nearly two years
ago. I must confess that when I moved,
I had forgotten I was on the waiting list
and therefore did not call Town Hall to
report my move. I can only wonder how
many others who remain on the waiting
list have moved out of town, or are
simply no longer interested in a parking
permit, but have not been removed from
the waiting list.

I very much enjoyed my time living in
Westfield and appreciated the small town
feel that attract television shows like
“Ed” to film in Westfield. For the sake of
the town’s future, I hope the mayor and
town council will reconsider the large,
expensive Redevelopment Plan with two
large parking garages, including com-
mercial and residential development,
they are now considering. I think the

town should be looking for ways to stop
overdevelopment. Instead, it seems to
me that the current town leaders are
becoming active participants in
Westfield’s overdevelopment problem.

When I lived in Westfield, the town
was talking about building some more
parking. I think that a modest-sized park-
ing deck, financed honestly with general
obligation bonds repaid over time, with-
out the commercial and residential de-
velopment, is a good idea for Westfield.

I, for one, hope the town reconsiders
its current course of action. At the very
least, I hope someone has the common
sense to thoroughly confirm those who
remain on the waiting list to see if they
still live in Westfield and if they would
actually purchase a parking permit at the
new rates.

David Rotter
Garwood

Frank Mascarich Remembered
For His Commitment to His Children
Frank Mascarich is a Wilson School

Dad that died suddenly last Wednesday.
His legacy is a family of three great kids,
a lovely wife and a whole community of
grateful Cub Scouts and their families.

I am the Committee chair of Cub
Scout Pack 171 at Wilson school. A
position I was not eager to accept. Frank
was a rare gem that made my job easy
and enjoyable. Frank loved scouting and
did everything he could to make camp-
ing and the Pinewood Derby fun events
for his family and the whole Cub Scout
pack. Wednesday night I was meeting
with some parent scout leaders to plan
the upcoming spring camping trip.
Frank’s second son JB had just moved
on to Boy Scouts and we were bemoan-
ing the fact that we weren’t going to
have Frank around anymore to help us.
Frank brought and thought of every-
thing. He always got to the campsite the
night before and set up camp including
a mess shelter for the whole pack. We
looked up to Frank for his camping
skills, knowledge of scouting and gener-
ous spirit. I think Frank had already

passed away at that point. He must of
heard our bellyaching and whispered in
our ear or maybe we just decided to “be
like Frank” because we got ourselves
organized and ready.

The Pinewood Derby is the biggest
event of the Cub Scout year. Frank was
Mr. Pinewood Derby. Frank had a mock
up of the Derby track that he would set
up in his living room each year to test out
the cars for Will and JB. I used to gawk
at a guy in a M5 BMW. Or marvel at the
exploits of Derek Jeter. I never imagined
that one day I would gawk at a 50 some-
thing year old Dad that got pumped for
Pinewood Derby. When you worked on
the Derby you got to know Frank or
maybe just know of him. And once you
knew about him, you couldn’t help ad-
miring him. We do it for our boys and
Frank showed us how to enjoy doing it.

Frank was a man of few words whose
deeds spoke volumes. The Cub Scouts of
Wilson School Pack 171 are forever
grateful for his leadership, support and
enthusiasm for scouting.

Mark Swingle
Westfield

FW Resident Says Write in
Rob O’Connor for SPF BOE

As a concerned citizen of Fanwood, I
was embarrassed by our town’s candi-
date for the Board of Education Seat.
During our recent Candidates Night spon-
sored by the SPF PTA Counsel, Mr.
Dolan was unprepared for the event. He
stated several times that he was running
unopposed and didn’t feel it necessary to
prepare for this event. I am sending out
a request that other Fanwood write in
candidates be considered for the upcom-
ing Board of Education elections on Tues-
day, April 20th. By encouraging write in
candidates perhaps someone will come
forward who can be fully prepared to
voice Fanwoodians perspective for the
Scotch Pains Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion.

One candidate to consider is Rob
O’Connor; Rob has been my neighbor

for many years. He is always involved in
school events sponsored by Brunner
school. For the past 2 years Rob has
chaired “Evening of Discovery”, a night
of science. He has taught After Class
Enrichment classes for 5 years. He has
also volunteered for numerous school
fairs, boutiques, art shows, etc. Rob is an
electrical engineer for Microchip Tech-
nology. He is married with three chil-
dren. His children attend Park Middle
School and Brunner Elementary School.

Rob O’Connor would be my write in
choice for the Scotch Plains Fanwood
Board of Education seat because he truly
has an interest in all of Fanwood’s
children’s education as well as in help-
ing minimize residents tax burden.

Denise Eckerson
Fanwood

Westfielder Claims
Garages Are Not Safe
I am one of the people in Westfield

opposed to the redevelopment project.
After all these years of fighting the “over
development” of Westfield by the “see
no evil, speak no evil, hear no evil”
developers, I wanted to find how
Westfield would fare if the blocks of
concrete were built.

I used the computer and a search en-
gine to find if parking garages were safe.
Nope. They are not safe. Actually they
are dangerous. As just one example,
below are garage safety tips from the
police department in Springfield, MO.

“If you must leave a key with a park-
ing attendant, leave only your vehicle’s
ignition key. Don’t leave anything at-
tached to it with your name and address.
Don’t park next to a van’s sliding door.
Change from heels to low flats or even
sneakers when leaving work in case you
need to run. At night, leave your office or
building with others if possible. If you’re
alone, have someone from building se-
curity escort you. Approach your ve-
hicle with your keys already in your
hand. Look around your vehicle for any
suspicious activity. If someone is loiter-
ing around your vehicle, walk past until
he leaves. Do a quick scan of your
vehicle’s interior including the back seat
before unlocking the door. Keep your
doors locked and your windows closed.
Be alert and suspicious of anyone ap-
proaching your vehicle to hand out leaf-
lets, ask for donations, etc. Always leave
the car window up. Keep valuables out
of sight. So that people won’t know
where you’re storing your valuables, put
them away before entering the garage.
Report any suspicious activity. Drive
slowly and follow the designated routes
into and out of the garage. Following
these tips and using common sense will
help keep you safe in a parking garage.”

I have a suggestion for the mayor and
town council. Have these safety tips
made into a plastic coated handout and
give one to each household in Westfield
when going door-to-door to “secure” our
votes on election day.

Richard Dobra
Westfield

This continues a series of articles fea-
turing the 22 community service agen-
cies that are part of the United Fund of
Westfield. The 22 agencies reflect the
needs of today’s society. Those who
seek help are provided with people-ori-
ented services that are partially funded
through contributions to the United Fund
of Westfield.

* * * * * * *
A blind, 80-year-old widower, with

no children and no nearby relatives, is
provided with a homemaker one day a
week to help with the cleaning, laundry
and shopping.

A 24-year-old single female who has
been suffering from depression received
counseling to encourage positive behav-
ior.

An 11-year-old boy, suffering from
disruptive behavior and poor school per-
formance, was provided counseling with
his parents to set rules and reinforce
consequences.

An 85-year-old widow, who recently
returned from rehabilitation following a
stroke, was provided with homemaker
services, and a visit from a registered
nurse and social worker who monitored
her medication intake and helped her
become more alert and oriented.

These are just a few of the recent
success stories told by the Jewish Fam-
ily Service Agency of Central New Jer-
sey, a non-profit, multi-purpose, non-
sectarian counseling agency. With of-
fices in Elizabeth, Fanwood and War-
ren, the agency provides individual,
marital, family and group counseling to
residents in Union and parts of Somerset
counties.

JFS serves an average of 4,300 indi-
viduals per year thanks to funding from

the United Fund of Westfield and other
United Ways, grants and foundations.

In addition to counseling, JFS pro-
vides homemaker, home health aide and
respite services for the elderly. Some of
the other services include nursing, medi-
cal and psychiatric care, as well as a
caregiver program, Meals on Wheels, a
food pantry, hospice services, Family
Life Education, substance abuse preven-
tion and treatment, and adoption.

JFS continues to be the lead agency in
New Jersey for the Holocaust Assis-
tance Program for 13 Jewish Family
Service agencies in the state, providing
frail Holocaust survivors with home-
maker and home health care.

The staff of 22 homemakers and 10
social workers provides much needed
assistance including counseling and case
management, enabling frail elderly shut-
ins to remain in their homes. JFS has a
professional staff of 80 full and part-
time employees, as well as 235 volun-
teers.

JFS’s counseling department has ex-
panded to include a Children’s Counsel-
ing Center. Since 1997, JFS has pro-
vided a School Based Initiative to five
schools, including parochial, private
schools and community centers.

The Jewish Family Service Agency of
Central New Jersey is one of 22 agencies
supported by the United Fund of
Westfield. For more information about
how to support these local service orga-
nizations, please call Linda Maggio,
Executive Director of the United Fund
of Westfield, at (908) 233-2113. For
information about the services and vol-
unteer opportunities provided by the Jew-
ish Family Service Agency, please call
(908) 352-8375.

Publisher’s Note To
Area Organizations

In 1999, the Westfield Foundation and the Town of
Westfield underwrote the development of the
Westfield Organizational Resource Directory
(WORD). The United Fund of Westfield produced
this great guide of over 300 entries. Although it
shows signs of age today, it provides useful informa-
tion regarding the wide variety of resources available
to all in the area.

Each year in our annual publication, This Is
Westfield, we provide a sampling of the area organi-
zations. We also need your help with keeping the
information current.

Please update your organization’s contact infor-
mation by no later than April 12. Please do so on the
Internet at www.goleader.com/04tiw/c.htm.
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Old, New Members Welcome
At Upcoming Jaycee’s Meeting
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Jay-

cees will be hosting its annual re-
union, dubbed “Old-timer’s Night,”
on Wednesday, April 21, at 6:30 p.m.
This year’s event will be held at the
Jolly Trolley on North Avenue in
Westfield (next to the firehouse). All
past, present and potential Jaycees
are invited to attend. Dinner and
refreshments will be served to new
guests at no charge.

“This is a great opportunity for
those interested in joining the
Westfield Jaycees,” said Jeff Pinkin,
chapter president. “Being a Jaycee
allows you to network with interest-
ing people and make a real differ-
ence in the community.”

Members of the Westfield Jaycees
range from political and community
leaders to athletes and entrepreneurs.

“It’s the perfect avenue to expand
your horizons, make new friends and
make a difference,” said Mr. Pinkin.

The group has sponsored many
successful programs, including the
Westfield Child Shield program, the
Habitat program, a concert series
and awarding academic scholarships.
Jaycees donate the organization’s
time, efforts and money to making
Westfield a better place to live.

To find out more about joining the
Westfield Jaycees, come to Old-
timer’s Night on April 21, or visit
one of the group’s monthly meetings
on the first Wednesday of each month
at a local restaurant. The Jaycees can
be contacted at (908) 233-3251 or by
e-mail at jaycees@westfieldnj.com.

A Bit of Revolutionary
History on Kirkview Circle

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — There was a time
when the house at 1 Kirkview Circle
stood alone on 85 acres of land, which
stretched across both sides of
Lambertsmill Road.

Though the house itself dates back
to approximately 1750, the owners,
Joan and Robert Vivian, proudly dis-
play the deed in their den from 1841
when the property was purchased for
$4,500.

Until 1941, The property was a work-
ing farm with cows, chickens, pigs and
horses. When the property was sold,
the Town Council passed an ordinance
against the stabling of horses.

After buying the house 41 years ago,
the Vivians have made changes to it by
adding garages, a breezeway, extend-
ing the kitchen and adding a first-floor
powder room. Some of the original
beams and posts are visible in the
eating area of the kitchen.

One of the previous owners imported
Welsh Quarry Tile, which is the floor-
ing for the living room and master
bedroom. A separate, narrow, stair-
case leads to the master bedroom. The
wall along the downstairs hallway
shows the original wainscoting. Sev-

eral of the windows still have the origi-
nal hand-blown glass panes.

The home has seven fireplaces scat-
tered from the basement to the attic.
The upstairs bathroom walls are done
in their original subway tile.

The front of the house is shaded by
a large Copper Beech tree. The porch,
which was once entirely screened, is
the home to Mrs. Vivian’s thriving
plants. An outbuilding that sits at the
backend of the property is equipped
with a fireplace.

Originally known as the Squire
Radley House and later known as
Talcott Farms, the home was invaded
by British Soldiers on the evening June
26, 1777. According to the Vivians,
the troops were searching for Joseph
Acken, “The Old Rebel,” who resided
in the home. He was able to fool the
soldiers into thinking he was in bed
while he was out hiding in the corn.
The soldiers bayoneted his bed.

Mr. Acken is buried in the Revolu-
tionary Cemetery on Mountain Avenue.

Mr. and Mrs. Vivian related that
when the story of Mr. Acken came to
light, their young sons argued over
whose bedroom it had taken place in.

The Vivians are now planning a move
to Maine, where Mrs. Vivian will con-
tinue her antique business and Mr. Vivian
will continue his historic research.

Jeffrey’s Announces Australian Wine Tasting DinnerJeffrey’s Announces Australian Wine Tasting DinnerJeffrey’s Announces Australian Wine Tasting DinnerJeffrey’s Announces Australian Wine Tasting DinnerJeffrey’s Announces Australian Wine Tasting Dinner
Jeffrey Rust, chef owner of Jeffrey’s of Westfield,

114 Central Avenue, Westfield, cordially extends an
invitation to the second in a series of wine tasting
dinners. An Australian wine tasting will be paired
with a special six course menu created and prepared
by Jeffrey, along with his sous chef Richard Karyczak.

The wine tasting and dinner will be held at 7 p.m.
on both Monday, April 19, and Monday April 26.
Guest speaker Rodney Rose, of Vintage Wine Sell-
ers, will lead a discussion and tasting of the wines.

The evening will start with an assortment of hor
doerves, paired with a 2000 Seaview Brut Sparkling
Wine. Additional courses will be a salad of frisee,
radicchio and blood orange, and sautéed orange
roughy on a bed of braised leeks with rock shrimp
and a lemon thyme white wine sauce.

These courses will be served with Penfolds
Chardonnays. The main course is grilled rack of

lamb with mashed purple potatoes and light lamb
jus, served with Penfolds Bin 2 Shiraz Mourvedre.

The evening will conclude with fresh lemon me-
ringue tart, paired with an Australian dessert wine.

Jeffrey and Richard enjoy holding the wine tasting
dinners to showcase the fine wines offered on the
restaurant’s wine list. The wine list currently consists
of over 200 selections; all housed in a temperature
controlled wine cellar.

Jeffrey’s of Westfield is pleased to announce that
the restaurant is the recipient of a Wine Spectator
Magazine Award of Excellence for the second year
in a row. Jeffrey’s is the only Westfield restaurant to
be honored with this recognition.

The cost for the wine tasting and dinner is $75
per person. Advance reservations are required.
Please call 908-232-4517 to make a reservation or
for additional information. Paid Bulletin Board

HISTORIC HOME...The Vivian home at 1 Kirkview Circle, above,  in Westfield
predates the revolutionary war. The guest house located at the back of the
property is pictured below, with an inset of the large Copper Beech tree that
shades the property.

BRIGHTENING THEIR DAYS…The Jewish Family Service Agency of Cen-
tral New Jersey provides a multitude of services to individuals, couples and
families in Union and parts of Somerset counties. Among these are homemaker,
home health aide and respite services for the elderly. See story on Page 4.

Resident Wants Mayor, Council
To Listen To the Speed Hump Noise

After reading Karen Masciale’s letter
regarding the speed humps on Gallows
Hill, I would like to let the people know
how priceless the speed hump in front of
my house is to me. Every time a motorist
honks his horn in frustration at all hours
of the night – priceless; when I am out
working in my yard and I am given a
gesture by motorists – priceless; when a
car bottoms out going about five miles
per hour over the hump – priceless; the
new cracks in the walls in my home from
trucks hitting the humps – priceless.

The ironic part is that I have driven
behind residents who pushed to have
these speed humps installed, and they
have a problem observing the posted
speed limits on other streets. So again,
we have the “don’t do it in my neighbor-

hood” syndrome.
I ask the frustrated motorists traveling

on Gallows Hill Road, “do not honk your
horn at the speed hump between 124 and
130 Gallows Hill Road.” Several resi-
dents invited the mayor and council to
come to our homes to observe and listen
to the noise generated by these humps.
To date, we have not received any re-
sponse.

I am not against pedestrian safety, but
if you go to Rahway Avenue and observe
the speed by Westfield High School and
Edison Middle School, I think you will
agree that speed humps are not the an-
swer. Education is the answer, for both
motorists and pedestrians alike.

Anita Whalen
Westfield

Letter to the Editor

     xtraordinary personal service, sound fashion advice and quality  merchandise, make

keeping in style fun and easy at Jude.  Cranford resident and owner, Jude Zimmerman, uses

her 20 years of fashion industry experience to hand pick selections of clothing and accesso-

ries from such designers as Eileen Fisher, Lily Pulitzer, Sigrid Olsen, Karen Kane, J’Envie.

Jude enjoys working  with women who enjoy the collaborative process of selecting the right

clothes to complement their skin tone and body type.  Discover fashion, function and

femininity in a friendly atmosphere that features each season’s most appealing styles and

colors.  Featuring Lily Pulitzer, mother & daughter.

E

11 North Union Avenue

Cranford, NJ 07016

908-276-5900
Monday thru Saturday: 10 am - 5 pm

Thursday Evening till 8 pm

Clothing &
Accessories

  

Corporate Events • Business Meetings
Teambuilding Events • Wine Tasting Events

Private Group Cooking Class Events
Weddings • Engagement Parties
Rehearsal Dinners • Fundraisers

Call Classic Thyme, Managing Agent, at 908-232-5445
For additional information and pricing.

The James Ward MansionThe James Ward Mansion
of Westfieldof Westfield

Corporate Events • Business Meetings
Teambuilding Events • Wine Tasting Events

Private Group Cooking Class Events
Weddings • Engagement Parties
Rehearsal Dinners • Fundraisers

Call Classic Thyme, Managing Agent, at 908-232-5445
For additional information and pricing.
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Ms. Kimberly A. McGovern
To Marry Gregory T. Atkins

Ms. Kimberly A. McGovern and Gregory T. Atkins

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent McGovern
of Somerdale have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Ms.
Kimberly Ann McGovern of
Hoboken, to Gregory Thomas Atkins,
also of Hoboken. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas Atkins of Fanwood.

A graduate of Triton High School
in Runnemede, the bride-elect earned
a Bachelor of Science degree in Nurs-
ing from the University of Delaware.
She is employed as an Electrophysi-
ology Registered Nurse at the Our
Lady of Lourdes Medical Center in
Camden.

The future bridegroom, a graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School, was awarded a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Criminal Justice from
the University of Delaware. He is
employed as a Vice President of Eq-
uity Finance Trading at Credit Suisse
First Boston in Manhattan.

A wedding is planned for Septem-
ber.

Libraries to Co-Host Event
Saluting ‘The Pine Barrens’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends

of the Scotch Plains Public Library
and the Friends of the Fanwood
Memorial Library will co-sponsor a
lecture and film presented by the
Pinelands Preservation Alliance on
Tuesday, April 13, at 7:30 p.m.

It will take place in the Commu-
nity Room of the Scotch Plains Li-
brary, located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.
“The Pine Barrens” by John McPhee,
honored as the “One Book New Jer-
sey” adult selection for 2004, will be
the focus of the discussion.

The program is part of this year’s
“One Book New Jersey” celebra-
tion, which seeks to bring people
together by encouraging them to read
the same book and participate in
discussions and other events cen-
tered on that book.

No fee or pre-registration is re-
quired. Copies of “The Pine Barrens,”
as well as the other three “One Book”
selections, are available at both the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood libraries.

The other selections are “The Body
of Christopher Creed,” for young
adults; “Because of Winn-Dixie,” for
middle readers, and “How the Cat
Stole Thunder,” for young readers.
For further information or directions
to the Scotch Plains Library, please
call (908) 322-5007.

History Societies to Attend
Annual Spring Assembly

Ms. Caroline R. Benton
Weds Michael A. Hamilton

MR. AND MRS. MICHAEL A. HAMILTON
(She is the former Ms. Caroline R. Benton)

Ms. Caroline R. Benton, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Scott Benton of
Wayzata, Minn., was married on
Saturday, December 6, to Michael A.
Hamilton. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Jeffrey Hamilton of Westfield.

The Reverend William Morris of-
ficiated at the nuptials, which took
place at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. A reception
followed at the Madison Hotel in
Morristown.

Originally from Wayzata, Minn.,
the bride graduated magna cum laude
from Rice University in Houston,
Tex. She is employed as a research
analyst on the distressed bank loan
trading desk in the fixed income
division at Goldman, Sachs & Co. in

Manhattan.
The bridegroom graduated from

Westfield High School and the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame, receiving his
Master of Business Administration
degree from New York University.
He works as an investment banker
with Lehman Brothers in Manhat-
tan.

The parents of the bridegroom
hosted a rehearsal dinner the evening
before the wedding at the Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield.

A bridal shower was held at the
home of Mrs. Maretta Plant in
Westfield in October.

Following a wedding trip to the
Virgin Islands, the couple resides in
New York City.

WESTFIELD – The Spring As-
sembly of the Westfield History So-
cieties will take place on Wednes-
day, April 21, at 8 p.m. at the First
Baptist Church, located at 170 Elm
Street in Westfield. Introductory
music will begin at 7:45 p.m.

John Whitcomb, a local history
teacher and author of books on Ameri-
can history, will be the featured
speaker. Mr. Whitcomb’s discussion
is expected to include his most re-
cent work, entitled “Real Life at the
White House.”

The Spring Assembly annually
brings together the Genealogical
Society of the West Fields, the Miller-

Cory House Museum Volunteers, the
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, the Sons of the American Revo-
lution and the Westfield Historical
Society, which will be the host orga-
nization this year.

The presentation is open to the
public free of charge and will be
followed by refreshments. A musi-
cale of folk tunes and ballads of the
Colonial period will precede the pro-
gram.

Parking is prohibited at the rear of
the video store adjacent to the church
but is available in the municipal lot
accessible from either Elm Street or
Mountain Avenue.

Looking for more than a make-believe
rabbit & chocolate candy this Easter?
Find meaning in the season at

��� Eastman St�� Cranford� N�J� • (���) ��	
����

Calvary Lutheran ChurchCalvary Lutheran ChurchCalvary Lutheran ChurchCalvary Lutheran ChurchCalvary Lutheran Church

April 11,
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Festival Services of
Holy Communion

Maundy ThursdayMaundy ThursdayMaundy ThursdayMaundy ThursdayMaundy Thursday
April 8, 7:30 p.m.
Holy Communion

The Rev. Carol A. Lindsay, Pastor

Good FridayGood FridayGood FridayGood FridayGood Friday
April 9, 7:30 p.m.
Service of Tenebrae

Easter SundayEaster SundayEaster SundayEaster SundayEaster Sunday

www�calvarylutherancranford�com

The Chelsea at Fanwood
is pleased to present the

www.chelseaseniorliving.com

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community involvement and family education.

Open to the Public - Please join us for fun with the Easter Bunny - Everyone is welcomed!

RSVP by
April 8th

908-654-5200 x511

Come take pictures with
the Easter Bunny and spend some time

with us coloring eggs!!
WHEN: SAT., APRIL 10, 2004

TIME: 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

WHERE: THE CHELSEA
AT FANWOOD
295 South Ave., Fanwood

State-Of-The-Art
Wrinkle Care Featuring

RESTYLANE
&

BOTOX
Additional Procedures:

• Leg Vein Removal
• Chemical Peels
• Laser Surgery

• Hair Transplantation

Regain That 
Youthful 
Appearance!

Darryl S. Weiss, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist

908-232-9100
Scotch Plains, NJ

www.weissmd.com

Evangel Church Posts
Benefit Pasta Luncheon

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Evangel
Church, located at 1251 Terrill Road
in Scotch Plains, will hold a pasta
luncheon on Saturday, April 17, from
noon to 4 p.m.

The cost of the luncheon is $7 for
adults and $5 for children and senior
citizens. Proceeds will be donated to
the family of six-year-old Robert
Cleary, who suffers from
Adrenoleukodystrophy (ALD), a
degenerative brain disease.

Proceeds will also go to the family
of seven-year-old Scott Lysenko, who
recently succumbed to a brain disease.

The luncheon will be sponsored
by the Royal Rangers Outpost No. 4
at the Evangel Church. For direc-
tions to the church, please call (908)
322-9300.

Arthritis Group Slates
Talk on Vitamins at ‘Y’

WESTFIELD – The Arthritis Edu-
cation and Support Group will present
a discussion on Wednesday, April
14, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. on “Vitamins
and Supplements for Arthritis.”

It will take place at the Westfield
“Y,” located at 220 Clark Street. The
speaker will be pharmacist Bogdan
Bienko of Tiffany Natural Pharmacy
in Westfield.

This program is free and open to
the public. Registration or “Y” mem-
bership is not required. For more
information, please call the “Y” at
(908) 233-2700.

Fanwood Women Post
Meeting Program Topic

FANWOOD – The Woman’s Club
of Fanwood will meet on Wednes-
day, April 14, at 12:30 p.m. in the
Dining Room of the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church, located on Marian
Avenue near the corner of
McDermott Place in Fanwood.

Following refreshments, Hollace
Hoffman, former Director of the
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter in Mountainside, will present a
program entitled “Life Before Su-
permarkets.” She will illustrate her
talk with slides and historical vi-
gnettes.

Visitors are always welcome at
club meetings, which are held on the
second Wednesday afternoon of each
month from September through June.
For more information on the club
and its activities, please call Marge
Palmer, Club President, at (908) 322-
4772 or Program Chairwoman Bar-
bara Couphos at (908) 322-7892.

Grand Opening Slated
For Chelsea Facility

FANWOOD – The Chelsea at
Fanwood will hold a grand opening
ceremony and cocktail reception on
Thursday, April 15, from 4 to 7 p.m.
for its new building, the Senior Inde-
pendent Living Apartments.

The $5.2 million, four-story addi-
tion, located at 295 South Avenue in
Fanwood, consists of 31 indepen-
dent living apartments. It is fully
rented and residents have already
begun to move in.

The new apartments vary in size
from 600 to 900 square feet and
range from studios to two-bedroom
units. Each unit features a fully-
equipped kitchen and stackable
washer/dryers.

Residents of the new independent
living apartments require little to no
extra assistance and are generally
downsizing from houses, which may
have become too much for them to
maintain.

The Senior Independent Living
Apartments are an addition to The
Chelsea at Fanwood’s 68 assisted
living apartments.

Assisted living residents are gen-
erally in their 80s and are capable of
making their own decisions and liv-
ing independent lives, but require
some services such as meals, house-
keeping, laundry and the security of
an on-site nurse.

The grand opening festivities are
open to the public. Interested indi-
viduals are asked to call (908) 654-
5200 and leave their name and the
number of people planning to attend.

 

� � Y E A R S  T O G E T H E R
Jane and Doug Clausen celebrated their 

�� years of marriage on April �� ���� with their family� 
The celebration took place at The Shawnee Inn in Pennsylvania 
with their children� Betsy� David� Beverly� David and Marianna 

and their grandchildren� Amanda� Jordan� Ashley� Dante and Garret� 
Doug and Jane were married on April �� �	��� in New York 

and have lived in Alaska� New York and Connecticut before settling
down and making Fanwood their home for over �� years�
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Baptist Churches to Hold
Easter Celebration Events

Calvary Lutheran Church
To Observe Holy Week

GREAT GARDEN IDEAS…Patrick Cullina, Associate Director of Rutgers
Gardens, recently took members of the Garden Club of Westfield on a photo-
graphic tour of both public and private gardens, designed to give them
inspiration for home landscaping. The presentation included suggestions for
combining flowers and shrubs, essential design features, seasonality and main-
tenance. Pictured with Mr. Cullina, from left to right, are: Betty List of the
Garden Club of Westfield, Jane Curtis, Program Committee Co-Chairwoman
for the club, and Nancy Priest, President of the Friends of Mindowaskin Park,
who was a guest at the event.

SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s
Baptist Church will observe Eas-
ter this Sunday, April 11, begin-
ning with a combined 6 a.m. Sun-
rise Service, followed by break-
fast, at the Metropolitan Baptist
Church.

The Reverend Clement Griffin
is the Pastor of the Metropolitan
Baptist Church, located at 823
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.

The Annual Easter Program will
be presented at 8:30 a.m. by the
Sunday School Department at St.
John’s Baptist Church, located at
2387 Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Pastor Kelmo C. Porter, Jr. will
deliver the sermon during the 10
a.m. Special Easter Morning Ser-
vice at  St. John’s Church. All  events
are open to the public.

Additionally, the St. John’s Bap-
tist Church Women’s Ministry will
conduct its fourth annual retreat
Friday through Sunday, April 16
to 18, at the Bridgewater Marriott
in Bridgwater.

The theme for the retreat will be
“More of God Less of Us.” The
registration fee of $185 includes
lodging, meals and banquet, and a
workshop packet. The retreat will
focus on prayer, praise, fellow-
ship, workshops and networking
sessions.

For more information on the Eas-
ter programs or the Women’s Min-
istry retreat, please call St. John’s
Baptist Church at (908) 232-6972.

CRANFORD – The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will hold
several worship services to close the
season of Lent and mark the celebra-
tion of Easter.

The Reverend Carol A. Lindsay
will lead worship and preach at all
services. Music will be provided
under the direction of Jeanne
Elmuccio, interim music director.
Members of the public are invited to
attend all services.

A Maundy Thursday service will
be offered tonight, April 8, at 7:30
p.m. The service will be held in the
round, as worshippers gather in the
chancel around the altar for absolu-
tion, the symbolic washing of feet
and Holy Communion.

A soprano duet will be performed
by Calvary Choir members Melissa
Toddings of Cranford and Peg
Bernhardt of Dunellen. This service

also will include the stripping of the
altar in preparation for Good Friday.

The solemnity of Good Friday will
be observed April 9 at 7:30 p.m. with
a service of prayer and meditation
with Tenebrae, also known as the
Service of Darkness. Music will be
provided by the Calvary Choir.

The Easter celebration will begin
this Sunday, April 11, with Festival
Services of Holy Communion at 8:30
and 11 a.m. Each service will offer a
full liturgy with trumpet accompani-
ment by Gerson Horowitz of Fords
and a choral postlude of Handel’s
“Hallelujah Chorus” performed by
the Calvary Choir and the congrega-
tion.

Other seasonal music will include
“Christ the Seal of Death is Broken,”
by Fanny Cosby and Ruth Schram,
and Handel’s “I Know That my Re-
deemer Lives,” featuring soprano
soloist Melissa Toddings.

Former Publisher to Recall
Arrival of Jews in America

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, April
18, Fran Gold of Westfield, former
editor and publisher of The Jewish
Horizon newspaper, will present a
program between 2 and 5 p.m. at the
Miller-Cory House Museum of
Westfield on the arrival of Jews in the
colonies in 1654.

Fleeing persecution in another
country, these people endured many

hardships in their quest to find a new
home, including attacks by pirates,
hunger and even jail before estab-
lishing the first permanent settle-
ment of Jews in what is now the
United States. This year, Jews all
over America will commemorate the
350th anniversary of their arrival on
September 7, 1654.

Costumed docents will conduct
tours of the Miller-Cory House, lo-
cated at 614 Mountain Avenue, and
answer inquiries about life in the
Colonial period. The last tour will
begin at 4 p.m.

Additionally, open-hearth cooking
will be demonstrated in the Frazee
Building by Janet Murphy of
Kenilworth. Taste treats will be avail-
able for visitors to sample. Individu-
als are also invited to visit the
museum’s gift shop, managed by
Deborah Bailey of Westfield.

Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2 for adults, 50 cents for
students and free for children under
age six. On Sunday, April 25, the
museum’s annual Sheep-to-Shawl
Festival will take place. For further
information about the activities of the
museum, please call (908) 232-1776.

Easter and Passover Celebrations Show
How Our Faiths Converge and Diverge

By RABBI JOEL N. ABRAHAM

This year, Easter Sunday is April
11 and Passover begins at sundown
of April 5, ending at sundown April
12 (April 13 for Conservative and
Orthodox Jews living outside the land
of Israel).

Next year, Easter Sunday is March
27 and Passover runs from April 23
through 30. Some years, the dates
converge (making life easier for
school superintendents everywhere)
and others they are far apart. What an
interesting metaphor for the Jewish/
Christian interaction around these
two sacred times.

Our religions converge in that
Christian tradition teaches that Jesus’
Last Supper was a Passover seder.
For many communities, the seder
(the ordered meal of the first night of
Passover) has been a bridge between
communities.

At Temple Sholom, we invited the
members of our host congregation,
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
to join us for our yearly congrega-
tional seder. Many Christians view
this as a chance to learn about the
Jewish roots of Jesus, although I am
always very careful to explain that
the seder of today is very different
than in the time of the Second Temple
in Jerusalem.

Our religions diverge in that the
Passover/Easter season has often been
one of great tension between our
communities. Historically, some
retellings of the events of the Easter
story, the Passion of Jesus, have em-
phasized the role that Jews might

have played in the crucifixion. Con-
temporary listeners then sought re-
venge on the Jews of their own time.
Passover has often been a time of
dangerous libels against the Jews,
resulting in pogroms (mob killings)
against Jewish communities.

Our religions converge in the mes-
sage of the renewal of our faith in the
spring of the year; in the joy of
redemption, and in how remember-
ing our foundational histories rein-
forces our beliefs and practices.

Our religions diverge in how we
view the essential nature of the hu-
man being and our relationship with
the Divine. And yet we converge
again in the message of how we are
expected to treat others, and what
our human task is here on earth.

Passover (Pesach in Hebrew) and
Easter are very different holidays,
with little other than the calendar to
invite comparison. Difference is of-
ten a cause for distrust and conflict.
However, without difference, dia-
logue can be very bland.

This spring, let us all resolve to put
destructive conflict behind us and try
to understand our differences and
explore what may bring us together.
May all of us marking a sacred occa-
sion at this time have a meaningful
and moving experience. May all of
us find renewal in the spring season.

* * * * * * *
Rabbi Abraham is the spiritual

leader of Temple Sholom, a Reform
congregation serving the Plainfields,
Scotch Plains and the surrounding
communities.

First Congregational Church
Announces Easter Services

WESTFIELD — The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield will
hold several services this week, be-
ginning tonight and continuing
through Easter Sunday, April 11.
Visitors are welcome to attend.

Maundy Thursday will be observed
tonight, Thursday, April 8, at 7:30
p.m. with a Tenebrae service (a ser-
vice of shadows), the retelling of the
Last Supper and Holy Communion.

The Good Friday service will be
held tomorrow, April 9, at noon. It
will include a dramatic reading of
the Passion Story based on John 18:1
through 19:42.

Easter Sunday will be celebrated
with identical services at 9 and 11

a.m. Special choral and instrumental
music will include Widor’s Toccata;
“The Light Divine” from Mascagni’s
Sicilian Vespers, and the “Hallelu-
jah” chorus from Handel’s Messiah.

A one-room schoolhouse will be
offered for children ages three and
older during both services, and child
care is available for infants to two-
year-olds. One coffee hour will be
held for both services at 10 a.m.

The First Congregational Church,
located at 125 Elmer Street, is
equipped with a wheelchair ramp
and an infrared audio system for the
hearing-impaired. For further infor-
mation, please call the church office
at (908) 233-2494.
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First United Methodist 
 Church of Westfield 

Celebration led by 

The Big Apple 

 Dixieland Jazz Band 

Easter Sunrise   6:30 am 

Seekers 9 am  Worship  10:30 am 

Saturday,  
April 10 

8 pm 
 

908-233-4211 

 

1 East Broad St  

Dixieland Easter Vigil 

Everyone’s  

Invited!!!  

Imagine a Religious School that kids like to attend . . .  
You can find it at Temple Sholom! 

    In a recent survey of our students: 

• 91% said they like how we teach Hebrew 

• 98% said they like their teachers 

• A majority even said that they like coming to Religious School! 

Join us for a Religious School Open House on  
Sunday, April 18, 10:00 a.m. -noon. 

See for yourself how much our students enjoy the creative Hebrew and Jewish curriculum at  

Temple Sholom.  A presentation by the Rabbi and the Religious School Director begins at 10:30, 

followed by a tour of the school in action.  Babysitting is available with a reservation. 

 Our Religious School classes are held at UC High School, 1600 Martine Ave. in Scotch 

Plains.  For more information, babysitting reservations, or directions, please call us at 908-889-

4900, or e-mail us at sholom@sholomnj.org. 

Temple Sholom 
LaGrande & Martine Aves., Fanwood 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 539 Scotch Plains,  NJ  07076-0539 
908-889-4900      www.sholomnj.org 

Parkinson’s Group
To Gather April 12

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
will meet at 1:30 p.m. on Monday,
April 12, in the Christian Lounge of
the Parish House at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

Sheri Cognetti of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA will provide
details about a new, 10-week exer-
cise class for people with Parkinson’s
to be offered at the Y beginning the
following Monday, April 19. There
is no charge and light refreshments
will be served.

Meetings of the group take place
at the church on the second Monday
of each month. Individuals with
Parkinson’s disease and/or their
caregivers are invited to attend.

The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield is located at 140 Mountain
Avenue. For more information,
please call Barbara Ringk at (908)
322-9214 or the church office at
(908) 233-0301.

The Chelsea at Fanwood
is pleased to invite you to join them for

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

A MEMORY ENHANCEMENT
WORKSHOP

presented by Sandra Frank
Seniors will have the opportunity to develop new skills to improve recall and

learn how emotions impact memory and play an important role in short-circuiting
clear thoughts. The lessons will be given in an entertaining style to promote

success experiences through the use of games and prizes. Come Join Us!

WHEN: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, 2004
TIME: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM

WHERE: THE CHELSEA AT FANWOOD
295 South Avenue • Fanwood

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community involvement and family education.

R.S.V.P. by
April 12, 2004
Eileen Weller

908-654-5200 x511

Open to the Public - Please join us for this informative program - Everyone is welcomed!

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED

Holy Trinity Seniors
Post Next Meeting

WESTFIELD – The monthly
meeting of the Senior Social Club of
Holy Trinity will be held on Mon-
day, April 12, at 1:30 p.m. in the
gymnasium/auditorium of the el-
ementary school.

A trip to the Duke Gardens has
been planned for Thursday, May 27.
Individuals will have an opportunity
to sign up for the trip at this meeting.
Refreshments will also be served.

Christ is Risen!
Please join us for Easter Worship

April 10 Vigil - 7:29 p.m.

April 11 Services - 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran Church
Corner of Clark & Cowperthwaite, Westfield

908-232-1517
Across from Roosevelt Intermediate School
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– Obituaries –
Frank Bartholomew, 79, Store Manager;

Had Also Worked in Industrial Sales
Frank S. Bartholomew, 79, of Boul-

der, Colo. died on Wednesday, March
31, at HospiceCare Center of Louis-
ville, Colo.

Born March 2, 1925 in Charlotte,
N.C., the son of Frank J. and Flo-
rence Arnold Bartholomew, he lived
in Boulder since 1956, having moved
from Great Neck, Long Island, N.Y.

Mr. Bartholomew was a retired
store manager for Joslins in Boulder.
He had also worked in industrial
sales and was a former driver for
Napa Auto Parts of Boulder.

He graduated in 1949 from Lehigh
University in Bethlehem, Pa. with a
degree in business.

He served in the United States
Army from July 1943 to December
1945. During his military career, he
was stationed in Europe.

Surviving are his wife, Elizabeth
L. “Betty” Bartholomew, whom he
married on December 20, 1947 in
Westfield; a son, Frank S.
Bartholomew, Jr. of Louisville, Colo.;
a daughter, Elizabeth “Libby”
Martinson of Longmont, Colo.; two
sisters, Marian Martens of Troy,
Mich. and Martha Funk of Palm
Coast, Fla., and two grandchildren.

An open house will be held from 2
to 5 p.m. this Sunday, April 4, at the
Martinson residence in Longmont.

M.P. Murphy & Associates Fu-
neral Directors of Boulder, Colo. is
in charge of the arrangements.

Memorial contributions may be
made to HospiceCare of Boulder and
Broomfield Counties, 2594 Trail
Ridge Drive East, Suite A, Lafayette,
Colo. 80026.

April 8, 2004

 

 
 

 

 

•

Francois Schoonejans
Francois L. Schoonejans, 90, of

Fanwood died on Friday, April 2, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

He was a longtime New Jersey
resident.

Surviving are his wife, Elsie
Schoonejans; a son, Edward F.
Schoonejans; a daughter, Lois
Badow; four grandchildren and a
great-grandson.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, April 5, at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. Interment followed at
Rosedale Memorial Park in Linden.

April 8, 2004

Vincent Miller, 65, P.E., Held Patents;
Received Medal For Work at WTC

Marie Klinefelter, Owned Heating Firm;
Served on YMCA and Chamber Boards

Pamela L. Tucker, 45
Pamela Luise Tucker, 45, of Santa

Monica, Calif. died on Saturday,
April 3, at Berkeley East Convales-
cent Center in Santa Monica.

Born in Newark, she had lived in
Scotch Plains and then Connecti-
cut before moving to Santa Monica
20 years ago.

A graduate of Trenton State Col-
lege, Miss Tucker was employed as
a loan officer in Santa Monica for
the past 20 years.

Surviving are her mother, Luise
Tucker; a sister, Lora Tucker, and a
brother, Christopher Tucker.

Funeral services will be held at
11 a.m. today, Thursday, April 8, at
the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood. Visita-
tion will be one hour prior to the
service. Interment will take place
at Hillside Cemetery in Scotch
Plains.

In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made to the Ameri-
can Diabetes Association, P.O. Box
2680, North Canton, Ohio 44720.

April 8, 2004

Vincent G. Miller, 65, of Westfield,
a Professional Engineer, died on Sat-
urday, April 3, at his home.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he lived in
Westfield for 37 years.

Prior to retiring 10 years ago, Mr.
Miller had been a Supervising Engi-
neer in the Engineering Department
of The Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey for many years.

He had previously worked as a
consultant for Dames and Moore
Consulting Engineers in Cranford,
and for Mueser Rutledge and Par-
sons Brinkerhoff Inc., both in New

York City.
An inventor, Mr. Miller held sev-

eral patents pertaining to coring in
subaqueous tunnels and rehabilita-
tion of deteriorated sheet pile bulk-
heads. He was nominated for a Na-
tional Civil Engineering Award for
the bulkhead rehabilitation design.

Additionally, he authored many
articles in various professional pub-
lications pertaining to piles, founda-
tions and instrumentation. He also
wrote articles on old brick tunnels
under the Hudson River.

He was a Fellow of the American
Society of Civil Engineers since 1960
and held several elective offices
within the organization.

Mr. Miller, who worked as an en-
gineer on the foundation for the World
Trade Center, was present during the
first World Trade Center bombing
and later received a medal for assist-
ing in reconstructing the foundation
of the site.

He had also worked at the Hope
Creek Nuclear Power Plant in Sa-
lem.

Mr. Miller earned a Bachelor of
Civil Engineering degree from Man-
hattan College in 1960 and a Master
of Science Civil Engineering degree
from Polytechnic Institute in New
York in 1980.

Surviving are his wife, Joan Bennett
Miller; a daughter, Katie Miller, and
a brother, Dr. Robert Miller.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Tuesday, April 6, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment was at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue in
Cranford.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to Helping Hands
and Hearts, in care of St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church, 1600
Rahway Avenue, Westfield 07090 or
to the Manhattan College School of
Engineering, Manhattan College,
Office of Planned Giving, 4513 Man-
hattan College Parkway, Riverdale,
N.Y. 10471.

April 8, 2004

Marie F. Feil Klinefelter of
Mountainside died on Wednesday,
March 31, at her home.

Born in Westfield, she had lived
there before moving to
Mountainside in 1945.

Mrs. Klinefelter retired in 2002
after 25 years as owner and Presi-
dent of the Gorton Heating Corpo-
ration in Cranford.

A graduate of the Katharine Gibbs
School, she had also worked as a
secretary for Phelleps Phen in New
York City many years ago.

Mrs. Klinefelter was a member of
the Union County Chamber of Com-
merce and its Executive Board; the
YMCA Board of Directors in Eliza-
beth, and the Echo Lake Country
Club of Westfield and its 18 Holers
and 9 Holers Clubs. She also was a
volunteer with Junior Achievement.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Glenn B. Klinefelter, in 1978.

Surviving are a daughter, Linda
Mast; two sons, Dr. Mark Klinefelter
and Paul Klinefelter, and five grand-
children.

A service was held on Friday,
April 2, at the Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Westfield. Burial was at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 West North Av-
enue in Cranford.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Redeemer Lutheran Church,
229 Cowperthwaite Place, Westfield
07090.
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DEATH NOTICE
Alta Chipps Smith, Had Been Active
In a Variety of Civic Organizations

Alta Chipps Smith, a resident of
Moorings Park in Naples, Fla., died
March 22, 2004 in the Naples Com-
munity Hospital.

She was born in Sullivan, Ill. and
grew up in LaGrange, Ill. While
attending the University of Illinois,
she met her future husband, Paul V.
Smith. They were married on March
2, 1945 and moved to Westfield,
N.J. in 1946, where Dr. Smith was
employed by Esso Research and
Engineering Co.

During her many years in
Westfield, “Chipps” was active in
the PTA, Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts,
the Westfield Garden Club, the
Women’s League (where she was
the founding Director of The Little
Shop) and raised four children.

Her husband’s work took them to
live in England on two different
occasions, where she delivered her
fourth child and enjoyed living in
residences built in 1510 and 1533. A
subsequent assignment took them
to Brussels, Belgium for five years,
during which she continued her love
affair with collecting antique furni-
ture and becoming a gourmet cook
and comfortable in the French lan-
guage.

Upon returning to the United
States, they lived in Summit, N.J.

for some years, where she was very
active in the Summit Garden Club
and the Overlook Hospital Auxil-
iary. The couple returned to
Westfield when their favorite house
came on the market. They resided
there for a number of years before
retiring to Naples in 1989. There
she had been active in the Naples
Garden Club, the Pi Beta Phi Alum-
nae Group and as a volunteer for
many years at the Naples Philhar-
monic.

“Chipps” enjoyed being a mem-
ber of the 9-Hole Women’s Group at
the Country Club of Naples and
playing bridge both there and at
Moorings Park.

She is survived by her children,
Douglas Smith of San Antonio, Tex.,
Marsha McLaughlin of Lutherville,
Md., Jeffrey Smith of Austin, Tex.
and Alison Laurin of Montreal, Que-
bec, Canada, as well as 11 grand-
children and her loving husband of
59 years, Paul V. Smith.

A memorial service was held on
Tuesday, April 6, in the Bower
Chapel of Moorings Park. Memo-
rial contributions may be made to
the Moorings Park Foundation, 120
Moorings Park Drive, Naples, Fla.
34105-2188.
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Joyce Dykes, 69
Joyce Dykes, 69, of Warrenton,

Va. died on Monday, April 5, in
Fanwood.

Born in Jersey City, she had lived
in Fanwood before relocating to
Warrenton last year.

Mrs. Dykes had been employed
with CNA Insurance in Parsippany
prior to retiring in 1993.

She was predeceased by her father,
Charles Bolzau, and her brother,
Ernest Bolzau.

Surviving are a son, Jeffrey Dykes;
two daughters, Roxanne Parker and
Susan Guerin; her mother, Lena
Blondek; three brothers, Charles
Bolzau, Joseph Bolzau and Peter
Bolzau; her sister, Christina Uhl;
seven grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held yester-
day, Wednesday, April 7, at the Me-
morial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood.

April 8, 2004

Franklin School to Install
Brick Walkway of Honor

WESTFIELD — The Franklin El-
ementary School Parent Teacher Orga-
nization (PTO) will install a path com-
prised of individual bricks of honor.

Current Franklin School families,
alumni and others affiliated with the
school can purchase bricks inscribed
with the names of their families, chil-

SCOTCH PLAINS – Assistant Su-
perintendent for Instruction for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools, Dr. Margaret Hayes, will pro-
vide an overview of the state’s imple-
mentation of the No Child Left Behind
(NCLB) Act on Monday, April 19.

Co-sponsored by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Parent-Teacher Association
Council and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) Par-
ent-Teacher Association, the forum

will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the multi-
purpose room of SPFHS on Westfield
Road in Scotch Plains.

Dr. Hayes will also explain how
the NCLB requirements have im-
pacted the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district.

Residents are invited to prepare
questions in order to participate in
the evening’s forum.

For more information, please call
(908) 889-7934.

TV-36 Broadcasts
School Budget Info.
WESTFIELD — A presenta-

tion on the proposed 2004-2005
Westfield school budget is be-
ing broadcast on Cable TV-36
through Tuesday, April 20,
School Election Day.

The 20-minute explanation of
the budget, which is accompa-
nied by several visuals, includ-
ing graphs and videos of class-
room instruction, is narrated by
Board President Arlene Gardner
and Vice President/Finance
Chairperson Anne Riegel.

The presentation is being
broadcast now through Tues-
day, April 20, at the following
times:

• Mondays at 5:30 and 6:30
p.m.;

• Tuesdays at 11 a.m., 1:30
a.m., 6:30 and 7 p.m.;

• Wednesdays at 5:30 and 6:30
p.m.;

• Thursdays at 1:30 a.m., 2,
6:30 and 10 p.m.;

• Fridays at 12:30 and 6:30
p.m.;

• Saturdays at 12:30 and 10
a.m., 6:30 and 7 p.m.; and

• Sundays at 4, 6:30 and 9:30
p.m.

dren, teachers or additional special
people or occasions.

The “Buy a Brick” campaign is not a
fundraiser; rather, it is an opportunity
for individuals to leave a permanent
mark at the school.

The brick walkway, which will be
installed to better accommodate foot
traffic, will run from Prospect Street to
a side entrance used by second-graders
and around the flagpole.

To purchase a brick, please contact
Cathy Kattak, PTO President, at (908)
789-0520.

No Child Left Behind Act Will
Be Discussed at SP-F Forum

Speaker to Tell Women
How to Avoid Fraud

WESTFIELD — “Don’t be a Vic-
tim of Fraud” will be presented by a
representative of the New Jersey
Division of Consumer Affairs to
members of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield at their general meeting
on Monday, April 12.

The meeting will take place at
12:30 p.m. in the Patton Auditorium
of the First Congregational Church,
located at 125 Elmer Street in
Westfield. Guests are welcome to
attend and may call (908) 654-3946
for further information.

Members of the club’s Literature
Department, under the direction of
Vivian O’Neil, will serve as host-
esses for the reception following the
program.

Ketubah Group Sets
Buffet Dinner Date

COUNTY — The B’nai B’rith
Ketubah Married Couples Unit (40+)
will meet for a buffet dinner at the
China Buffet, 3005 Highway 35
(Hazlet Plaza) in Hazlet at 6 p.m. on
Sunday, April 18.

The cost is $15.25 per person, in-
cluding soda, tax and tip. Non-mem-
bers are welcome to attend. Interested
individuals are asked to call Elaine at
(908) 232-0062 by Friday, April 16.

Hearing Society Offers
Scholarship Awards

WESTFIELD – The Hearing So-
ciety, headquartered at the First Bap-
tist Church of Westfield, is currently
accepting applications for the Sarah
H. McGee Scholarship Foundation
Awards.

The annual grants are awarded to
students who are deaf or hearing-
impaired who are pursuing an edu-
cation at an accredited college.

A non-profit service organization
administered by volunteers, the So-
ciety offers basic sign language/lip
reading classes from September
through May.

For applications, please call the
office between 9 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
at (908) 233-0266 or write to: The
Hearing Society, P.O. Box 2534,
Westfield 07091. Requests or ques-
tions may also be emailed to
HearingSociety@aol.com.

Area Synagogue to Observe
Holocaust Remembrance

COUNTY – Temple Sha’arey Sha-
lom of Springfield, the membership
of which includes Westfield residents,
will observe Holocaust Remembrance
Day on Friday, April 16, at 8 p.m.

Annually, Rabbi Joshua Goldstein
and Cantor Amy Daniels use a spe-
cially written service for the occa-
sion, “Zachor” (Remember).

The service begins with a ceremony
in which holocaust survivors and their

families ascend the pulpit and light
memorial candles in memory of the
six million Jews who died.

Sha’arey Shalom is a Reform Jew-
ish congregation affiliated with the
URJ – Union for Reform Judaism
(formerly Union of American He-
brew Congregations).

The public is invited to attend the
Yom Hashoah commemoration on
April 16 at the temple, located at 78
South Springfield Avenue. For addi-
tional information, please call the
temple office at (973) 379-5387 or
visit www.shaarey.org.

Community/Education News

Series to be Presented
On Anger Management

CRANFORD – The Center for
Women and Families, which is
transitioning services and programs
to the Counseling Centers for Hu-
man Development (CCHD) in
Cranford, will offer an eight-week
program on anger management.

It will be held on Tuesdays begin-
ning April 27, from 7 to 8:30 p.m., at
the CCHD, located at 201 Lincoln
Avenue, East, in Cranford.

Participants will work to identify
sources of and triggers to their angry
feelings, as well as to identify alter-
native coping skills to use when they
are feeling this way.

The group costs $240 for the eight-
week program. Half the fee is due at
the first session, with the balance due
at the fifth session. Bill Merritt, a
Licensed Clinical Social Worker, will
be the facilitator. To register or for
more information, please call the
CCHD at (908) 276-0590.

SPEAK UP…Joanne Cini, author of “Kingmaker: Be the One Your Company
Wants to Keep on Your Terms,” spoke at the March 23 meeting of the Westfield
Rotary Club. Pictured are Ms. Cini, left, and Rotary Past President Jane
Sentivan.

First Baptist Reveals
Schedule of Activities
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church of Westfield will begin a
discussion of Genesis, the Bible’s
“Book of Beginnings,” on Tuesday,
April 13, from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m.

The Reverend Louis Ruprecht,
Minister of Adult Education, will
lead the study, which will continue
through May. All are welcome and
no prior knowledge of the Bible is
assumed.

On Saturday, April 17, the
Women’s Book Club will meet at 10
a.m. at the church to discuss “The
Education of Little Tree,” by Forrest
Carter. Individuals are asked to read
the book prior to the meeting. Re-
freshments will be served. The
Women’s Walk aerobics class will
precede the Bible Study at 9 a.m.

Finally, First Baptist’s Adult Forum
will begin a six-week series on “Com-
parative World Religions” on Sunday,
April 18, from 9:15 to 10 a.m., under
the tutelage of the Reverend Dee Dee
Turlington, Senior Minister.

For more information on any
of these programs, please call
(908)  233-2278  or  emai l
firstbaptist.westfield@verzion.net.

WalkAmerica to Aid
March of Dimes

COUNTY – WalkAmerica, a fund-
raising event benefiting the March of
Dimes, will take place on Sunday,
April 25, at 9 a.m. at Union County
College, located on Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford.

March of Dimes seeks to improve
the health of babies by preventing
birth defects and infant mortality.

Individuals are encouraged to reg-
ister in advance, but may also do so
in-person on site at 8 a.m. the day of
the event. To register in advance or
obtain more information, please call
Davina Schoner at (973) 882-0700,
extension no. 45, or visit
walkamerica.org on the Internet.
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Westfield High School Principal Dr. Robert Petix
Announces Second Marking Period Honor Roll

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School Principal Dr. Robert Petix has
announced that the following students
were named to the Second Marking
Period Honor Roll for the 2003-2004
school year.

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
42 FRESHMEN

Amy Behr Edward Langer
Gregory Boyle Neha Limaye
Beth Budnick Nathan Margolin
Emily Cataldo Katherine Morgan
Luc Charansonney Courtney Phillips
Catherine Cordeiro Tara Picaro
Kathryn Cronen Olivia Pomann
Seth Davidson Ellen Ramage
Nicole DiBenedetto Nicole Reich
Kristen Dilzell Matthew Renart
Aaron Eisenberg Nathaniel Roquet
Rachael Feeney William Schwartz
Lindsay Goldberg Marlena Sheridan
Marissa Goldner Arielle Smelkinson
James Kelly Caroline Steller
Erika Kettleson Satya Tagat
Elizabeth Kline Samantha Vitale
Bryan Knapp Jason Waks
Anna Koehler Josh Wasserman
Julia Korn Ayn Carlee Wisler
Kate Kovalenko Benjamin Zakarin

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
180 FRESHMEN

Randi Ackerman Emily Kieczykowski
Claire Albanese Adam Koll
Amy Altszuler Elina Koval
Matthew Amato Jennifer LaSpata
Erica Ammermuller Brian Lee
Erik Anderson Matthew Leonard
Kimberly Angus Mary Kate Luker
Kaitlyn Anness Alyssa Lund
Philip Anton Adelle Mantle
Jillian Aronson Michael Marks
Stephanie Baeder John Martoglio
Luke Baran Alexander Masel
Jeremy Barnes Christopher Mattes
Brian Bayne Kevin Maus
Caitlin Bludgus Natalia Mavrogiannis
Thomas Bonard Erin McCarthy
Joshua Bornstein Lauren McCurdy
Emily Bregman Maria McDermott
Lindsay Brown Amanda McQuade
Melanie Brown Rebecca McQuade
Meg Buttrick Harrison Mercadeo
Scott Cantor Philip Micele
Patrina Caruana Georgia Mierswa
Tiffany Cayado Russell Miller
Julia Cederroth Keith Moran
Christopher Chou Caitlin Murphy
Theodore Chou Stephanie Musat
Anthony Cocuzza Natalie Narotzky
Kristina Cofone Jesse Natale
Jessica Cohen Julienne Niemiera
Brian Corea Kimberly O’Donnell-Pickert
G. Peter Cornell Roberto Olivares
Samuel Crawford Kevin O’Rourke
Tara Daly Sarah Ozdamar
Jennifer Danielsson Christopher Patella
Brian Davidson Ojus Patil
Emily DeRosa Cara Paulan
Amanda Diaz Sarah Pecker
Ashley Dunnan Emily Perry
Casey Elkoury Brittany Pryor
Samaa El-Sherbeini Jarret Przybylski
Christopher Engel Shanna Quackenbush
Felicia Erlich Sarah Queller
Elizabeth Falzon Stephanie Raphael
Jasmine Farmer Daniella Regencia
Lauren Finestein Brittany Reyes
Jonathan Finkel Jessica Riegel
Nicole Finkel Lindsey Romano
Alena Fleming Adam Rubin
Andrew Ford Melanie Schor
Remi Formal Ian Schwartz
Alexander Forstenhausler Julie Anne Shelman
Claire Fox Daniel Shorrock
Joshua Friedman Allison Simon
Jason Frost Joseph Simone
Kelly Furlong Hope Skibitsky
Angelina Garneva Jenna Skoller
Emily Gee Leanne Skorge
Kelly Gelber Brendan Smith
Jana Goldfarb Darrell Ann Smith
Andrew Goldman Jacqueline Snyder
Ilene Goodman Jesse Solomon
Kayley Graham Brent Souders
Jiaming Guan Kate Statton
Carlos Guardia Jamie Steiner
Alyson Guerriero Jacob Stevens-Haas
Emma Hand Laura Straus
William Harbaugh Virginia Stroup
Matthew Harris Katherine Taylor
Zachary Harris Julie Tiedrich
Kelly Ann Hausseguy Douglas Townsend
Amanda Hayden William Uhr
Stephen Heine Alex Vanarelli
Jonathan Helfand Michael Venezia
Michael Henry Michael Verrier
Leanne Hewit Ted Vincett
Timothy Hou Jonathan Weintraub
Maureen Hughes Leigh Weissman
Christine Isabella Francesca Welham
Alexandra Jenkins Heather Welham
Philip John Maxwell Wieder
Samuel John Molly Williams
Daniel Johnson Davon Wise
Madeline Joyce Charles Woehr
Christopher Kalis Cassandra Wright
Edward Kane Tiffany Yang
Anya Kaplan Ryan Yarusi
Ilana Kaplan Caroline Yost
Melanie Kaufhold Aron Zavaro
Meredith Kender Chloe Zeitounian

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
23 SOPHOMORES

Dana Barrasso Erica Greene
Miriam Becker-Cohen Matthew Leong
Raymond Chen Rachel Leopold
Jesse Cohn Rachael Louie
Christine Deserio Jonathan Maimon
Monica Doss Joann Mathew
Alissa Eisenberg Jayne Ruotolo
Lindsay Elbaum Richard Scialabba
Alan Futran David Scott Shottland
Muping Gan Kaitlyn Shulman
Kaitlin Gorman Michael Yee

Yuchen Zhang

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
158 SOPHOMORES

David Ackerman Kristopher Kagan
Eric Adams Matthew Kamel
Kristin Aguero Noelle Kandigian
Katharine Anderson Alexander Kao
James Arbes Jaclyn Lack
Charles Barber Emma Laird
Rachel Barrett Feng Kevin Liang
Julie Bennett Xiao-Yang Lin
Lauren Bentivegna Jessica Lipschutz
Norite Bercovicz Caitlin Lisooey
Lee Bernstein Kari Lobrutto
Nikki-Lee Birdsey Caroline Luppescu
Kevin Block Caitlin Mahoney
John Bogatko Samantha Manetti
George Braun Anna McGrath
Nicholas Brownstone Daniel McGrory
Andrew Brunhofer Matthew Melino
Brian Burdulia Callie Meserole
Krista Burslem Jennifer Metz
Christopher Byrne Lauren Miceli

Megan Camillo Norman Michalek
Stephen Caprario Kimberly Milan
Justine Cassidy Jessica Minsky
Hannah Cataldo Lauren Mitchell
Justin Cesario Jessica Moskowitz
Rachel Charatan Kyle Murray
Abby Chazanow Julia Nelson
Lisa Chen Neal Nemiroff
Emily Cleaves Ravenna Neville
Karolyn Cook Alexandra Nish
Erin Cooper Bryan Nolan
Samantha Coulson Thomas O’Brien
Patrick Daurio Carly Oliff
Kevin Devaney Jillian Olsen
Gianna DiFrancesco Anthony Padilla
Timothy Dohm Gianna Pafumi
Monica Dreyer Carrie Palumbo
Margaret Driscoll Eunice Park
Matthew Early Danielle Partenope
Jane Eilbacher Sarah Patankar
Salvatore Esposito Jeffrey Perrella
Robert Evans Annie Peyton
Anthony Fabiano William Picaro
Laura Fernandez Christopher Pinheiro
Kristina Fietkiewicz Jessica Porter
Marykate Flannery Jason Rea
Allison Fleder Caitlin Reilly
Kyle Fleming Luke Ricci
Kristen Fortino Thomas Ricciuti
Courtney Fox-Sherman Ameer Rogers
Clare Frattarola Sarah Rogers
Daniel Freire Steven Royston
Thomas Fringer Kelly Ann Ruhl
Lucy Fromtling Assunta Santonastaso
John Gagliano Amy Santoriello
Jesse Garfinkel David Schaffer
Adam Gaskill Alexander Schoch
Pierce Gaynor Daniel Schwartz
Sarah Gerber Eric Scrudato
James Gockel Andrew Shaffer
Jeffrey Goldstein Emily Singer
Diana Goodman Lauren Sinnenberg
Andrea Gordon Sarah St Lifer
Jessica Graham Jeffrey Thomashow
Amanda Gross Alan Tso
Ryan Gundrum Rachel Barri Tucker
Ben Harel Jennifer Urciuoli
Talisah Harrison Kayla Vandervort
Jessica Heo Megan Vandervort
Brent Hewitt Mary Walsh
Meaghan Higgins Jacqueline Wendel
Samantha Hirtler Colin Willard
James Hoban Eric Williams
Jillian Hobson Jeremy Wolf
Alexander Hodara Tianyu Anny Wu
Julianne Hodges Brian Thomas Yee
Katherine Itz Yuchen Zhang
Erik Jacobsen Jennifer Zhu
Katherine Jarmas Alex Zierler

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
28 JUNIORS

Jeffrey Bayne Taylor Mulvee
Jake Brandman Katharine Okamoto
Caroline Cariste Annie Onishi
Christina Cordeiro Abigail Rosenstein
Lyndsay Couture Rebecca Schulman
Michael Feniger Lindsay Seagull
Scott Fishberg Kirsten Selert
Lauren Gelmetti Yifan Shao
Michael Gorski Neda Simaika
Bryan Kahn Kayli Spialter
Jeremy Krell Monica Sull
Michelle Kuppersmith Allison Turitz
Michelle Markowski Benjamin Wieder
Rebecca Mason Lisa Zhang

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
161 JUNIORS

Susanna Baranchuk Alyson Ludmer
Amy Bernstein Elizabeth MacKay
Brooke Bernstein Emily Rose MacNeil
Diego Betancourt Christina Marcus
Evan Bilheimer John Marks
Samuel Brenner Sarah Masel
Wesley Brockway Mary McCall
Alexandria Brummell Erin McCloskey
Jacqueline Burns Maggie McDermott
Lauren Campo Tara Meagher
Darek Candelore Suzanne Merkelson
Rebecca Cass Jared Messina
Gina Castrorao Sara Metwaly
Gene Chen Alex Monaco
Garrett Cockren Michelle Morawski
David Cognetti Joel Nemec
Amanda Cohen Barrett Newell
G. Chadwick Cook Katherine Newingham
Ashley Current Hillary Nicoll
Brent Davis Lauren Nolan
Urmi Dedhiya Lisa Novick
Lindsay Degiralamo Tara O’Donohue
Thomas Del Duca Michael Oliff
Leah Di Matteo Adrienne O’Rourke
Amanda Dickson Emily Ortuso
Carina Don Brian Oxman
Mark Doss Giovanna Palatucci
Jeffrey Dresely Michael Patella
Brian Dunstan Brett Paulan
Gilad Edelman Rebecca Perch
Lauren Eisenberg Sarah Perch
Jessie El Koury Nicholas Petrarca
Jamie Elbaum Bryan Power
Shaun Elwell Emily Printz

Katherine Fahrenthold Elizabeth Purcell
Michael Fantini David Reinhardt
Jenna Federgreen Patrick Rizk
Allison Feldman Alison Beth Rodino
Meaghan Fitzpatrick Jessica Ropars
Megan Fowler Perry Sacks
Courtney Franko Anna Samchenko
Danielle Fried John Sawicki
Benjamin Fulton Ryan Shallcross
Laura Gabriel Sasha Sharif
Jennifer Gerckens Emily Sheehan
Keivan Ghorbanzadeh Anne Siwulec
Deanna Goldner Andrew Skoller
Ashton Golembo Katherine Smith
Justin Goncalves Lisa Smythe
Julie Gralla Brad Speck
Emily Rose Greenberg Amanda Spector
James Hanas Christine Stirrat
Mark Harbaugh Brian Stotter
Camille Hausheer Robin Streit
Marie-Claire Hausseguy Brendan Sullivan
William Hearon Jessica Sussman
Max Heitner Jonathan Tannenbaum
Christina Henry Maxwell Thomas
Alexandra HermannMikala Tidswell
Craig Hewit Allison Tiedrich
Christopher Hild David Torres
Meisha Hill Elizabeth Trimble
Katelyn Hoens Christopher Tropeano
Richard Hughes Justin Tullo
Ralph Iannazzone Christopher Velderman
Kevin Jean-Louis Brittany Vella
Kate Judd Meghan Wasiak
Charles Kalis Alec Wasserman
Megan Kealy Jacqueline Weidman
John Kerr Elizabeth Werner
Valerie Kerr Cameron Wong
Sarah Klass Michael Woods
Henry Koehler Qiaozi Yang
Perri Jana Koll Sing Yeow
Rebecca Korn Anne Yingling
Edward Kramkowski Zoe Zachariades
Walter Brady Lau Christopher Zaffuto
Sara Lesko Lorena Zamarelli
Andrew Levy Dana Zichlin
Abigail Lewis Nicole Zubizarreta

Tammy Zurawa

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
29 SENIORS

Katherine Albino Steven Jacobsen
Brooke Austin Paul Johnson
Ryan Bartholomew Elizabeth Keating
Rebecca Bellovin Anthony Lavecchia
Nicole Brunetto James Leong
Jennifer Buccino Meghana Limaye
Jason Chironna Jeremy MacKechnie
Dorothy Chou Gabrielle Mahar
Alexandra Devlin Alison McCabe
Everett Donelson Carolyn Pecoraro
Katherine Geenberg Carolina Safar
Alyson Goodman Scot Simpson
Sarah Hoban Kristen Valla
Sabrina Hurley Allison Wicks

Ashley Yarusi

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
139 SENIORS

Jesse Abramowitz Jourdan Loffredo

Stephen Adamo Kevin MacDonald
Prudence Alexander Brian Mahoney
Stephen Anderson Dana Ann Marra
David Axelrod Jennie Mathew
Kevin Behr Jeffrey Mathews
Sabrina Bengal Robert McGowan
Ravi Bharadwaj Katherine McGrath
John Boyd Matthew McManus
Abigail Bramnick Lauren Meriton
Kathryn Brucia Jason Mesches
Hannah Burke Stephen Meyer
Ryan Burslem Jacob Mirsky
Thomas Byrne, 3rd Matthew Mitchell
Sean Callahan Richard Moran
Bradford Cantor Lauren Musacchia
Michael Checchio Amanda Nehring
Youri Choi Katherine Nicol
Brian Ciacciarelli Adam Seth Novick
Danielle Coleman Jeffrey Nusse
Christopher Coriasco Polina Opelbaum
Stefanie Courtney Ryan Palumbo
Mikaela Cruz Pooja Patel
Annika Danielsson Sean Perlman
Christopher De Freitas Alison Petrow
Joshua Dennerlein Laura Pietruszki
Dianna DePalmer Brian Pirot
Matthew DeSantis Cailin Przybylski
Jonathan Dickstein Gregory Psomas
Brendan Egan Eadaoin Quinn
Ian Eldridge Katherine Re
Rebecca Fallon Alex Regenstreich
Kathleen Ferio Amanda Reider
Elizabeth Fetissoff David Riggs
Amy Fiorino Catherine Rimondi
Suzanna Fowler Aurora Rivendale
Monique Franklin Zachary Rosenberg
Milan Fry Matthew Rowe
Claire Ganley Andrew Royston
Ariel Garfinkel Meredith Rucinsky
Danielle Gelber Alice Ryan
Amanda Genova Rebecca Sabreen
Erin Goldberger Christina Santilli
Christopher Gonzalez Joshua Schoenfeld
Scott Grobstein Irina Sheremetyeva
Jessica Guerriero Rebecca Shottland
Christina Hamway Ella Shuster
Carolyn Harbaugh Caitlin Stanley
Erika Hasenfus Jaclyn Steinbach
David Hedman Tara Steiner
Christian Heinen Lauren Steller
Kevin Hobson Erin Sullivan
Matthew Hodges Anne Tabachnick
Carrie Hubbard Shari Thomashow
Michael Huber Lee Tomasso
Peter Itz Christina Tonges
Michael Ivan Caitlin Towey
Alec Jaslow Tovah Tripp
Anthony Johnson Vladimir Ukhmylenko
Jack Joyce David Urban
Somi Kim Shanna Vella
Timothy Kolenut Kate Warren
Wai-Ching Kong Christine Wicks
Joseph Korfmacher Donald Williams, 3rd
Kimberly Lam Christopher Wolski
Hrvoje Landeka Alex Wright
Kelli Layton Laura Yee
Jacqueline LeBlanc Kathryn Yoo
Kaitlin Lipe Kyle Yost

Jenna Zorn

‘McKinley Goes to the Movies’
Held by School’s Kapers Troupe

KAPERS PERFORM…The fourth grade girl’s troupe of the McKinley Kapers
posed backstage before this year’s performance, “McKinley Goes To The Movies.”

WESTFIELD – The theater troupe,
McKinley Kapers, at McKinley El-
ementary School in Westfield re-
cently staged “McKinley Goes To
The Movies.”

A special tribute was given to Sara
Braun, the founding creative force
behind McKinley Kapers, who will
be leaving the school.

This year’s company featured
record numbers of third to fifth grad-
ers, mothers, fathers and grandpar-
ents, as well as alumni and faculty.

In a town-wide effort, various in-
dividuals volunteered their time, tal-
ents and energies collectively to pro-
duce two evenings of the troupe’s
theatrical performances.

Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought

Julie Phelan of WF Studies
Effects of Gender Patterns

          Photo courtesy of Lafayette College
COLLABORATION...Under the guidance of Susan Basow, Dana Professor
of Psychology at Lafayette College in Easton, Pa., left, Julie Phelan of
Westfield, right, is co-authoring an article on how students’ evaluations of
professors are influenced by the gender of the professor and the student.

WESTFIELD – Julie Phelan, a 2000
graduate of Westfield High School and
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Tom
Phelan of Westfield, has been con-
ducting research at Lafayette College
in Easton, Pa. this year on how stu-
dents’ evaluations of professors are
influenced by the gender of the profes-
sor and the student.

A member of the Class of 2005,
Julie is co-authoring an article about
the project that will be submitted to an
academic journal for publication.

Under the guidance of Susan
Basow, Dana Professor of Psychol-
ogy, Julie is using data from a Univer-
sity of California at Santa Cruz study
that asked students to describe their
best and worst professors.

Questions in the study were all open-
ended, according to Julie, who is work-
ing to analyze the results.

“I am particularly interested in gen-
der patterns: whether male or female
professors are more likely to be cho-
sen as ‘best’ or ‘worst,’ and whether
they are described differently by their
male and female students,” Professor
Basow explained.

Julie and Professor Basow are work-
ing through Lafayette College’s EX-
CEL Scholars program, in which stu-
dents assist faculty with research while
earning a stipend.

Many of the more than 160 students
who participate in EXCEL each year
go on to publish papers in scholarly
journals and/or present their research
at conferences.

Stemming from the project, Profes-
sor Basow will submit a journal article
for publication. Julie, who will write
the results portion of the article, has
written a rough draft of the results that
she and the professor are working to-
gether to interpret.

Julie stated that her role in the project
is to “code the data — grouping simi-
lar comments from students into the
same category.” The research is a prac-
tical application of the techniques she

has learned through her psychology
classes at Lafayette.

“Coding and interpreting data as
well as writing up the results further
my familiarity with the (American
Psychological Association) style,
which is important both for my thesis
and for graduate school,” she ex-
plained. “The project also helps me to
explore what aspects of psychology I
may want to pursue in the future.”

Julie would like to attend graduate
school to study psychology and later
complete a doctorate in clinical psy-
chology. She hopes to teach psychol-
ogy at the college level.

“Lafayette provides an excellent op-
portunity for undergraduates to do the
kind of work that, at universities, would
be done by graduate students,” Profes-
sor Basow said. “The EXCEL program
allows students to make a meaningful
contribution (to the research). I con-
sider the program one of the highlights
of a Lafayette education.”

“Professor Basow is encouraging and
helpful both with this project and as my
adviser,” said Julie. “She also takes per-
sonal interest in me and my education.”

“Julie is a fabulous student and re-
search assistant,” Basow noted. “I’ve
had a hard time keeping up with her!
She takes her responsibilities seriously,
and has made some excellent sugges-
tions regarding the data coding.”

“I am involved in both the psychol-
ogy and art departments and I have
had many opportunities outside of the
classroom, as well as many great ex-
periences within,” said Julie.

She has been a teacher’s assistant
and a psychology lab assistant for
Professor Basow and was on the ex-
ecutive board of the Arts Society. She
also participates in club field hockey.

Lafayette sends one of the largest
contingents to the National Confer-
ence on Undergraduate Research each
year. Forty-two students have been
accepted to present their work at the
next annual conference in April.
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David B. Corbin (2003 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS CHAMPS…The Westfield High School golf team won the Tournament of Champi-
ons golf title at Burlington Country Club in Mount Holly on May 19. Relaxing on the first fairway at Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield and pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ryan Shallcross and Jimmy Arbes; middle row, Ton DelDuca,
Chris Tropiano, Garrett Cockren and Mike Ivan; back row, Mike Babetski, Adam Karnish, Head Coach John Turnbull,
Matt Hodges and Max Heitner.

SMITH, MCGUIRE, ‘KOP’, WALKER, LISS TOP SLATE

Raider Track Boys to Succeed
With Versatility and Veterans

MORAN, GERCKENS SELECTED AS TEAM CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Tennis Boys Seek
To Resume Last Year’s Roll

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Veterans and versatility will make
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School track and field boys a viable
team this year. For years, the Raider
boys have been either Union County
(UC), Watchung Conference (WC)
National Division and/or North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 champions or
have been in the hunt for those titles.
This year could be the same.

Probably the biggest shoes to fill

will be those of shot put and discus
champion Chris Feighner, who has
graduated; however, the remaining
strength will come with veteran se-
niors Zack McGuire, Brian Kopnicki,
Mike Walker, Tim Karis and Josh
Liss and junior Sean Smith.

McGuire, who will compete in, at
least, the 1,600 meters and 800 meters,
was second in WC and UC in the
1,600 last year and placed fifth in the
event at the sectional tournament as
well as placing sixth in the 800 meters.

“Zack is our captain. He’s our
leader. He was a little hurt in the
winter, so we took it easy on him, but
he’s coming right back and he will
score a lot of points,” said Raider
Head Coach Rich McGriff.

Distance man and UC cross coun-
try champ, Kopnicki (1,600 and
3,200) crossed second in the 3,200
meters in the UC and fifth in the
sectionals. Extra depth from sopho-
more Josh Zinman will earn the Raid-
ers plenty of points in the event.

“He’s big. Brian is the type of guy
you can depend on in a big meet. We
know we are going to get a first or
second from Brian,” claimed McGriff.

Walker, who sat out last year due
to injury, plans to be quite an asset in
any combination of the 200, 400,
high jump and long jump.

“Mike, last year, broke his back at
the end of basketball season. As a
sophomore, he was one of our top
high jumpers, one of our top 400
runners, one of our top long jumpers
and top sprinters,” McGriff pointed
out. “We are ultimately looking for
good things in his senior year.”

Liss was one of the Raiders’ top
triple jumpers last year. With his
good speed and athletic ability, he
will also compete in the 110-hurdles
and 400-hurdles. Last year, Karis
finished third in UC in the javelin
and second in the WC in the discus.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
tennis team peaked at the right time
last year when it toppled the 10th-
ranked Livingston Lancers to cap-
ture the NJSIAA North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 crown and continued
to advance to the Group 4 finals
where powerhouse Marlboro claimed
the title. With five of the seven play-
ers who also finished second in the

Union County Tournament to a tal-
ented Summit team returning, the
Blue Devils seek to continue the
success of last year’s strong finish.

“We had a great season. We lost in
the Group 4 final to Marlboro, a great
team. Summit was a better team than
us. They beat us in counties and they
beat us in the regular season. We lost
to two great teams at the end of both
of those tournaments,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach George Kapner.

“And, we have five of the seven
players from that team coming back.
Three of the four doubles players
will still be playing doubles and two
of the three singles players.”

Senior Co-Captain Rich Moran,
who placed fourth in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) last year
at first singles, will remain in that
position and senior Alex Jaslow, who
placed second in the UCT at third

BLUE DEVILS LOOK TO DEVELOP NO. 4 & 5 GOLFERS

Blue Devil Golfers Will Be
‘Team to Beat’ This Year

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After winning the Tournament of
Champions (TOC) last year, it is no
surprise that the Westfield High
School golf team would be labeled
as the team to beat this year. Four of
the top-five Blue Devils have re-
turned to defend their lofty status.
Only team captain Adam Karnish
has graduated but it will be a chal-
lenge to fill his shoes.

“The only player missing is Adam
who we are really going to miss,”
stated Blue Devil Head Coach John
Turnbull. “He was a four-year letter
winner and one of the top players in
our program.”

Last year, the Blue Devils put it all
together to recapture the Watchung
Conference (WC) title, win their sec-
ond-straight Union County (UC) title,
grab the Section 1 & 2 title and
capture the TOC title at Burlington
Country Club in Mount Holly to be

crowned as the state’s No. 1 team.
They finished with a 21-1 record,
losing only to then No. 1-ranked
Moorestown in mid May.

The four returning top-five Blue
Devils are juniors Ryan Shallcross,
Garrett Cochren and Tom DelDuca
and sophomore Jim Arbes.
Shallcross, who turned in the team’s
best nine-hole average of 38.5 and

received All-State recognition, is the
defending WC champion and two-
time defending UC champion.

Arbes, who also received All-State
recognition, placed second in the WC
and UC tournaments and had the Blue
Devils’ second-best average of 39.25.
Cochren, who had a 41 nine-hole
average last year, placed fourth in the

BUNDY, SHASHATY, 4X400 TO PROVIDE STRENGTH

Lady Raiders Tackle Track
Season With Young Squad
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Putting it lightly, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls’ track
and field team is quite young. With
virtually no seniors, a small squad of
juniors, sophomores and freshmen
must tackle the difficult challenge of
filling all the positions with quality
athletes. Fortunately, several of these
young ladies have proven athletic

credentials.
“We have a few relay teams where

we will be able to do well,” said
Raider Head Coach Jeff Koegel. “We
have some people who will do well
on an individual basis. That’s what
we are looking at right now. We are
really young.”

Junior Mary Shashaty will reap a
large harvest of points in her special-
ties, the 3,200 meters and 1,600

meters. Last year, Shashaty was sec-
ond in the WCT and UCT in the
3,200 meters and also crossed fourth
in sectionals in the 3,200 and fifth in
the 1,600. In winter track, she broke
the SP-F record in the 3,200.

“She ran this winter for the first
time. That should make a big differ-
ence. She really came along last spring
and she never came into her best

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin (2003 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT ALWAYS GETTING IT RIGHT…Sean Smith has been Mr. Versatility
for the Raiders. He will compete in the high jump, 110 and 400 hurdles, triple
jump and javelin.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR A PRIVATE TOUR, PLEASE CONTACT:

Susan Dinan and Elizabeth Bataille
600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 233-0065
Call direct at: (908) 518-5286 or (908) 518-5294

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

SCOTCH PLAINS—Surround yourself with quality and charm in this out-
standing custom home. Fabulous addition & renovation in 2002. Top of the
line gourmet kitchen and great room. Ideal floor plan for casual living and
elegant entertaining. Situated on over a half acre property with mature plant-
ings and perennial garden. Offered for: $899,000.

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com-PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

Westfield
Wonderful Location! 

Walk to "downtown" 

shopping, Mindowaskin Park 

and New York City 

transportation! Enjoy the 

charm and convenience of 

this totally updated Colonial 

featuring ten rooms, five 

bedrooms and four and one-

half baths. The gourmet 

kitchen offers custom 

cabinets and granite 

countertops, the living room 

and dining room both have 

box-beam ceilings. There is a 

first floor laundry room as 

well as a terrific family room. 

Multi-zone gas heat/Central 

air conditioning. Lovely 150' 

deep property.  

A must see at $829,000.

The

 “Spring Market”
 is here!

 Thinking of  buying or selling...
call Prudential today
  for a complimentary

 market analysis
 of your home!

The

 

 is here!
 Thinking of  buying or selling...

call Prudential today
  for a complimentary

 market analysis
 of your home!

“Spring Market”
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Raider Track Boys to Succeed
With Versatility and Veterans
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Blue Devil Tennis Boys Seek
To Resume Last Year’s Roll
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SP-F Raider Cameron Named
All-UC Swimmer of the Year

GORSKI, WOODS WIN HJ FOR BOYS

Blue Devil Girls Get 4th
In Kearny Track Relays

The Westfield High School girls
track and field team made a very
good showing by placing fourth in a
field of 40 teams at the Kearny
Relays held in Morristown on April
3. The Blue Devil girls, who had a
total of 30, placed in eight of the 12
events, excluding the pole vault,
and were without the services of
stars Annie Onishi and Emily
MacNeil. The Blue Devil boys tied
for sixth in their division with 22
points while the Governor
Livingston boys finished second in
their division with 53 points. The
GL girls finished 19th with 10.6
points.

Caroline Sheridan and Alison
Petrow gave the Devil girls one of
their two best placements by taking
third in the team shot put with a total
distance of 63’5.75’ – a Westfield
High School record. Mika Cruz,
Lauren Nolan, Danielle Parkinson
and Jessica Stromer crossed third in
the shuttle hurdles with a time of
1:13.3. GL Highlanders Teresa
Cavallaro, Laura Ronner, Veena
Venkatchalam and Chrissy Sidie
won the event in 1:09.9.

Blue Devils Meg Driscoll, Joann
Mathew, Miriam Becker-Cohen and
Deenie Quinn placed fifth in the
distance medley relay with a time of
13:19.5 and Cruz, Jennell Carter,
Alison Fleder and Ja’net Tiller took
fifth in the 4x100-meter relay at
53.2 seconds. In the intermediate
hurdles, Laura Pietruszki, Nolan and
Parkinson finished sixth at 3:56.8
and in the 4x200 relay, Cruz, Carter,
Tiller and Erica Ammermuller

crossed sixth at 1:51.9. Petrow and
Christina Henry placed seventh in
the team discus with a distance of
162’4” and Becker-Cohen, Driscoll,
Quinn and Lorena Zamarelli placed
eighth in the 4x800 relay with a
time of 10.16.8.

In the Blue Devil boys division,
Mike Gorski and Mike Woods both
cleared 12 feet to capture first in the
team pole vault with a total of 24
feet. Jeff Perrella (2:03.5), Rob
Broadbent (2:06.9), Kris Kagan
(2:06.9) and Brendan Egan (2:04.6)
crossed second in the 4x800 relay
with a time of 8:22.2 and Scott
Steinberg (2:07.8), Egan (51.4),
Kagan (3:29.5) and Perrella (4:31.6)
finished fourth in the distance med-
ley relay with a time of 11:00.5.

GL Highlander Mike Carmody
anchored the winning sprint medley
foursome that crossed the line in
3:36.8. In that event, Carmody out-
kicked Brian Scotland of St.
Benedict’s to be proclaimed his
division’s Most Valuable Performer.
Carmody also helped his team place
third in the 4x800 relay.

Highlanders Anthony Abitante
and Matt Sharkey won the team
pole vault with a height of 21’6” and
Travis Deleon and Pedro Neto gave
GL a first in the long jump with a
distance of 35’11.5”. GL finished
fourth in the 4x100 relay at 46.9
seconds and fourth in the 4x400
relay at 3:36.7. GL also placed fifth
in the intermediate hurdles at 3:33
and sixth in the distance medley
relay with a time of 12:21.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School junior, Amanda Cameron has
been named Union County Girls
Swimmer of the Year by The Star
Ledger. The Westfield High School

girls swimming team was named
Union County Team of the Year.

Cameron won the 100-yard freestyle
and the 200-yard freestyle and an-
chored the Raiders’ winning 200-
freestyle relay team at the Union
County (UC) meet. At the Pirate Invi-
tational, she touched second in the
200-freestyle and third in the 100-
freestyle. At the Meet of Champions,
she placed 14th in the 200-freestyle.
Cameron was named to the All-UC
First Team in the 200-freestyle.

Westfield Blue Devils Kylie Fraser
(100-butterfly), Jackie De la Fuente
(100-breaststroke) and the 200-med-
ley relay team made the All-UC First
Team. Kirsten Selert (100-free),
Suzanna Fowler (200-free), Amanda
Dickson (100-breast) and Alli
Psyhojos (diving) were named to the
All-UC Second Team. Danielle
Heffernan (100-free), Christine Clark
(200-free), Becky Fallon (100-back-
stroke) and the 400-free relay team
were named to the All-UC Third Team.

The Raiders’ 400-freestyle relay
team was named All-UC Second
Team. Morgan Larkin (100-fly) and
the 200-free relay team were named
to the All-UC Third Team. Governor
Livingston Highlanders Moira Price
(50-free), Ange Pflug (100-free) and
Linnea Buttermore (diving) were
named to the All-UC First Team.
Mary Jane Pijanowski (200-IM) and
the 200-free relay team made the
All-UC Second Team. Kelsie Hall
(500-free), Caitlin Zimmerman (100-
breast) and Katie Zaeh (200-IM)
made the All-UC Third Team. Union
Catholic Vikings Erin O’Connor 100-
back) and Jennifer Hand (500-free)
made the All-UC Second Team.

singles, will bump up to second
singles to fill the spot vacated by
UCT champ Dave Eisenberg who
had graduated. A pleasant surprise,
sophomore Lee Bernstein will com-
pete at third singles.

Bernstein is “A surprise, but not a
great surprise. We knew he had a lot
of talent. He has been working very,
very hard,” expressed Kapner who
added, “The only negative going into
the season is we had a couple of
injuries that are just coming back
together now. Rich Moran and Al
Jaslow have been hurt. They will be
fine. It’s just a matter of getting them
on the court, getting them healthy.
Alec is Alec! He plays very well.
He’s a very consistent player. Rich,
there’s no doubt that the county cham-
pionship is one of his goals. We will
be healthy within a week or two.”

Juniors Alex Wasserman, who has
recovered from knee surgery, and Brian
Kender, who both placed second in the
UCT at second doubles last year, may
have jumped into the first doubles
spot. Senior Co-Captain Adam

Gerckens, who competed at first
doubles last year with Doug Shineman
who had graduated, may compete at
second doubles with partners, senior
Mike Checchio, junior Andrew Levy
or freshman John Romalho. After a
few trial matches, the doubles posi-
tions could possibly flip-flop.

“The only problem left is a good
problem,” Kapner pointed out.
“There is only one position left and
we have three very talented young
men to chose from. We decided on
six of the seven players. Usually I’m
looking for a seventh player.”

The Blue Devils, as they have had
for many years, have another very
tough schedule, which consists of
powerhouses Summit, Millburn, East
Brunswick, Livingston, Chatham and
an appearance at the Newark Acad-
emy Tournament.

“We are very excited! We are a
year older, a year wiser. I think we
have a legitimate shot at recapturing
the county championship that, I think
we had four years ago. Summit had a
great run.”

Blue Devil Laxers Rout
Lady Pioneers, 13-4

The Westfield High School girls
lacrosse team won its opening game
with a 13-4 rout of the New Provi-
dence Pioneers at Tamaques Park in
Westfield on April 3. First home
Lizzie Trimble netted two goals and
three assists for the Blue Devils and
3M Sara Masel flicked in two goals
and added two assists.

RAW Ali Ryan, LAW Julie
Shelman and C Anne Siwulec each
fired in two goals. 3M Kate Albino
had a goal and an assist while 2H’s
Laura Shelman and Jessica Shor each
scored a goal. Goalie Claire Ganley
made five saves. Pam Lovia netted
four goals for the Pioneers and
Stephanie Andreas made two saves.

“I think you are going to see a lot
out of another senior, Josh Liss. Last
year, he was a little bit overshad-
owed but he is going to do a lot this
year,” McGriff mentioned.

Last year, Smith, Mr. Versatility,
took second in the triple jump at the
sectionals, second in the 400-hurdles

and the high jump at the WC and
third in the javelin at the WC. He will
also compete in the 110-hurdles

“Sean is a guy who can score in four
events,” said McGriff. “Whether he is
jumping, running, hurdling or throw-
ing, he will score high this year. His
shins were bothering him all last year,
but he still was able to be our top guy
in four events. Now, he is more healthy
and is looking real good.”

Sophomore Lance Thomas, a spec-
tacular basketball player, is also ex-
pected to compete in the 200, 400,
long jump and high jump.

“Lance is just a superb athlete, has
great work ethics, is a good student
and is everything you could have in
an athlete,” expressed McGriff.

Juniors Lakiem Lockery and
Lamont Hunt will compete in the 100
meters and may possibly be in the mix
to run in the 4x400 meters, which is
yet to be determined. Nehemiah
Berny-Porter will be an asset in the
triple jump and 110-hurdles. Junior
Greg Bryant will compete in the high
jump. Sophomore twins, Tom and
Rob Ventura, will compete in the pole
vault and junior Teddy Acosta will
compete in the shot put.

“I think we will do pretty well,”
stated McGiff. “We have been a little
bit weak in the sprint area and jump
area, but the kids were young. We
have all worked together, matured
together and we have gotten stronger.
I think we will surprise a lot of people.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey on Monday,
April 19, 2004 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time
for the following:

UNIFORMS FOR THE
WESTFIELD POLICE DE-
PARTMENT

Proposals must be delivered at the place
and before the hour mentioned in a sealed
envelope marked “Uniforms for the Westfield
Police Department” bearing the name and
address of the bidder, addressed to the
Town of Westfield, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, and must be in the
office of the Clerk on or before the hour
named.

Bids must be accompanied by a proposal
guarantee in the form of a certified check,
cashier’s check or bid bond in an amount of
10% of the total bid, payable to the Town of
Westfield.  Each proposal must be accom-
panied by a surety company certification
stating that the said Surety Company will
provide the bidder with the required perfor-
mance bond in the full amount to be con-
tracted.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 pl 1975 supple-
ment for the law against discrimination (Af-
firmative Action).  Bidders statement of
ownership, as required by Chapter 33 of the
Public Laws of 1977, must be submitted
with all bids.

Specifications and proposal forms must
be examined and picked up at the office of
the Purchasing Agent, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, Mon-
day through Friday between the hours of
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

The Mayor and Council reserve the right
to reject any and all bids, also waive any
informality if it is deemed advisable so to do.
1 T - 4/8/04, The Leader Fee: $40.29

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: JAMES T. KANE, Deceased
Pursuant to the order of James S. LaCorte,

Surrogate of the County of Union, made on
the 2ND day of APRIL, A.D. 2004, upon the
application of the undersigned, as EXECU-
TOR of the estate of said deceased, notice
is hereby given to the creditors of said
deceased to exhibit to the subscriber under
oath or affirmation their claims and de-
mands against the estate of said deceased
within six months from the date of said
order.

BRIAN P. KANE
EXECUTOR

ATTORNEYS
NICHOLS, THOMSON, PEEK &
PHELAN
210 ORCHARD STREET
P.O. BOX 2038
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07091
1 T - 4/8/04, The Leader Fee: $19.89

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRENGTH IN DISTANCE RUNNERS…Brian Kopnicki, left, and Zack
McGuire, right, will earn the Raiders many team points in the middle and long
distance events.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL TENNIS CAPTAINS…Seniors Adam Gerckens, left, and Rich
Moran will help guide the Blue Devil boys tennis team to a successful tennis
season.
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MUSACCHIA, GUERRIERO NAMED CO-CAPTAINS

Speed, Maturity Could Place
Devil Softballers in the Hunt

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After an 8-12 season last year,
Westfield High School Head Softball
Coach Tara Pignoli may have more
confidence now that her six returning
starters have a year of experience un-
der their belts. These young starters,
featuring junior lefthander Lauren
Gelmetti on the mound, have matured
in every aspect of the game.

“Last season we lost five close
games by a margin of one run, so
looking at this season, I really at-
tribute those loses to all of our inexpe-
rience and I think that’s the best thing
we have going for us right now,” ex-
plained Coach Pignoli. “Almost every
girl that’s starting in the lineup played
last year, so I think that’s very prom-
ising. We just need to get some key
hits, so it’s going to be up to the bats as
to how the season goes.”

Gelmetti, who recorded a 1.90 ERA
last year and sported a .368 batting
average (BA), will bat in the No. 4
spot.

“She’s worked very hard in the off-
season and has developed quite a bit,
so I expect her to be more successful
on the mound,” said Pignoli. “She has
a lot of power but she just needs to
work on her discipline at the plate.”

Senior Co-Captain Lauren
Musacchia will return as the starting
catcher and bat in the no. 3 spot.

“She’s a great two-strike hitter,” said
Pignoli. “She had numerous clutch
hits in the late innings last season, so
she’s the one you want up at the plate
with runners in scoring position.”

Co-captain Jessica Guerriero, a
smart batter who batted .429 last year
and can get the bunt down with con-
sistency, will bat second and play

leftfield.
“Musacchia and Guerriero really

do have big shoes to fill this year,” said
Pignoli. “Both of them already have
faced some challenges this year and
have shown their ability to lead the
team and communicate and maintain
a certain unity between the players.”

Talented senior Jen Frost returns to
first base and will bat sixth.

“She’s a very vocal player who re-
ally tries to help those younger play-
ers who are learning new positions,”
said Pignoli. “They have a lot of con-
fidence in her because she picks up
those bad throws and does a really
great job hanging on to them and
getting the out. She’s another tough
out at the plate.”

Strong arm and speedster MaryKate
Flannery, who played centerfield last
year and batted .357, will bat clean up.

“She has good speed, is consistent
and has a good on-base percentage,”
said Pignoli.

Sophomore Kristina Fietkiewicz
will play shortstop and step to the
plate in the leadoff position.

“She puts the ball in play consis-

tently, has a good eye at the plate, has
great speed and is a tough out,” said
Pignoli.

Junior Katie Smith, a consistent hit-
ter, will bat fifth and play second.
Sophomore Marilyn Mench will play
third. Senior Danielle Palantchar and
sophomore Abby Chazanow are vy-
ing for the right field position. Seniors
Danielle Coleman, who played sec-
ond and had a team-leading 19 runs
scored, Brianna Gioranello and jun-
ior Brittany Vella will provide depth.

“Offensively, we have worked very
hard on hitting and I think that tradi-
tionally in Westfield, that has been
one of our weaknesses. This year I
feel pretty confident we’ll get a lot
more runners on base. We’ll put the
ball in play more consistently and,
hopefully, get those key hits when we
need them. I think our speed is a little
better, so we’re looking to take advan-
tage of every possible inch that we can
get.”

MANZI, CIANCIOTTA, WILLIS NAMED TRI-CAPTAINS

Lady Raiders Expect Strong
Pitching for Softball Success

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A veteran contingent of players
will take to the field for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls’
softball team this season. These vet-
erans bring with them defensive ma-
turity, fine pitching, speed and plenty
of clout with the “thunder sticks,” that
may put them in the hunt for county
and postseason recognition.

Raider Head Coach Kelli Covert,
who replaced retired Frank Butz,
played at the college level and brings
two years of experience as the assis-
tant coach at Fairleigh Dickinson
University. Covert, who also coaches
the Raider JV volleyball team, brings
with her a simple philosophy. “Have
a good time, but play the game and
play it well.”

Covert added, “I look forward to
teaching the girls new things about
softball, things that they did not know
before. We’re starting to get comfort-
able, a little more relaxed and I’m
seeing the athleticism coming out.”

The Raiders will showcase a trio
of hurlers in senior captain Laura
Manzi, sophomore Elaine Piniat and
junior Jess Moore. Manzi, last year’s
primary starter, has been known for
her control and yielded just 16 walks
and 99 hits while striking out 57
batters. Piniat showed outstanding
talent during summer ball and Moore,
who appeared in 40 innings last year,
may see time on the mound and will
play right field.

“We’re looking at Manzi and Piniat
to be the strength of our games,” said
Covert.

Senior captain, catcher Shanayia
Willis, permitted only 26 stolen bases
and finished with a .323 batting aver-
age (B.A.). She is expected to pro-
vide plenty of thunder.

“She brings a lot of experience back
there and she basically has a way about
her that relaxes the field and brings the
team together,” said Covert. “We’re
looking at freshman Lauren Mains to
occupy third base. Additionally, she’ll
be going in and out with Willis at the

catcher position.”
Junior captain Taylor Cianciotta,

who excelled at third base last year
and carried a .360 B.A., will shift to
second base. Sophomore Melissa
Sette is back at shortstop and not
only brings a strong glove but carries
a .385 B.A. She led the team with 16
walks.

“She’s quick with the bat and has
excellent speed on the base paths,”
commented Covert.

Senior Danielle Bartley will play
third also. Breaking into the lineup
and filling the vacancy at first will be
freshman Jill Lusk.

“She worked very hard and played
a lot during the summer as did many
of the girls. She has shown to play the
position well,” added Covert.

Sophomore speedster Kellie
Kaskiw will play centerfield while
sophomore Lauren Benovengo is

expected to play right and share time
with Lusk at first. Caitlin Driscoll
will fill in at the different outfield
positions.

“I will be looking to Willis,
Cianciotta and Manzi to keep the
team focused and in the game at all
times,” said Covert. “They all have
different characteristics. Willis will
lead in the field while Cianciotta and
Manzi are very vocal and can back it
up with their play. I anticipate they
will make sure the girls are doing
what they need to do. In total, I look
for hard work as a main priority
along with respect for their team-
mates. Any position is up on any day.
If you can outplay someone at prac-
tice, that’s your position, so don’t get
comfortable. I want them to work
hard every single time, every prac-
tice, and every game. Bottom line?
Get the job done!”

CRANFORD $449,900 FANWOOD                                   $499,900 GARWOOD $359,900

CRANFORD $649,500

SCOTCH PLAINS $459,000

MOUNTAINSIDE                             $959,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $639,900

WESTFIELD                                  $519,900 WESTFIELD $349,000

Welcome to this open and airy 8-room home featuring 4 Bedrooms,
2 full baths, updated Kitchen, CAC, master bedroom suite with
fireplace, Formal Dining Room, 2-car garage, brick patio, private
yard, vinyl siding and much more.  Just moments from shopping,
schools & New York transportation.

Wonderful Colonial offers 4 nicely-sized Bedrooms, 2.5 baths,
hardwood floors and moldings, Living Room, Dining Room, newer
Eat-In Kitchen, Family Room, private master suite, newer bath
and a splendid fenced backyard with trellis-lined gate and perennial
garden.  Close to many amenities.

Idyllic location is the perfect setting for this charming, mint-
condition home.  Peaceful seclusion nestled among wooded
surroundings.  Country-like living.  Garwood’s best-kept little
secret.  Dead-end locale.

Light and bright!  A must see!  Lovingly maintained 5 Bedroom,
3.5 bath home with sauna and Jacuzzi in new bath.  Large rooms
throughout.  Living Room is 21’ x 15’.  Also includes a Formal
Dining Room, Florida Room overlooking a beautiful yard plus a
21’ x 13’ Family Room, Central Air Conditioning and many more
amenities.  Great location and situated on a quiet street.

Elegant center hall brick Colonial offers 5 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths,
2-zone heat and Central Air Conditioning, 2 fireplaces, backs to
Watchung Reservation.  Many amenities.  A rare find.

Lovely custom center hall Colonial situated on half an acre features
5 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths and provides today’s family with space,
convenience and quality and is located in very desirable Scotch
Plains neighborhood.  Also located on a cul-de-sac.

Expanded Cape Cod with Colonial charm.  This home features
hardwood floors, crown moldings, arched doorways and built-in
bookcase.  The Family Room has newer Andersen windows and
skylight, an extra room on first level that can be a bath and / or
laundry room and a bath that has both Jacuzzi type tub and stall
shower.

Classic style derived from hardwood floors, moldings, archways
and built-ins fills this 3 Bedroom, 1.5 bath Colonial with charm.
Fabulous updated granite and limestone Eat-In Kitchen opens to
deck & yard.  Also featured is a Living Room with fireplace framed
by bookcases, a Formal Dining Room with built-ins and is close
to all schools and parks.

Trinity Gardens Condo!  Elegant 1st floor includes 2 Bedrooms, 2
baths, newer hardwood floors, Living Room with fireplace, two
sets of French doors to a private yard, underground parking and is
close to town and commuter transportation.
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MOUNTAINSIDE—Quality and charm surround
you in this updated Cape Cod. Wonderful floor plan
for everyday living and entertaining. Fabulous
kitchen with center island and granite countertops,
updated baths, finished basement with full bath.
Set on nearly a quarter acre with inground pool,
large deck and hot tub.

Offered for $549,000

For additional information or a private tour, please call:
Cathy Splinter
Sales Associate

Direct Dial: (908) 233-5508
cathy-splinter@burgdorff.com

600 NORTH AVENUE WEST  WESTFIELD, NJ  908-233-0065
Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

The Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood entered into a contract with
Penaloza & Calderone Asphalt Co., Inc. to
perform improvements to Sheelen’s Cross-
ing in the amount of $70,543.25. Additional
police traffic costs necessitated a change
order to the contract in the amount of
$4,655.77 that exceeds 120% of the original
contract. The Mayor and Council have ap-
proved the change order.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 4/8/04, The Times Fee: $13.26

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER CAPTAINS AND COACH…The softball Raiders, with several veter-
ans, anticipate a good season. Pictured, left to right, are: senior Tri-Captains
Laura Manzi and Shanayia Willis, Head Coach Kelly Covert and junior Tri-
Captain Taylor Cianciotta.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL CAPTAINS AND COACH…Blue Devil softball senior Co-
Captains, Lauren Musacchia, left, and Jessica Guerriero, right, flank Head
Coach Tara Pignoli.
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Lady Raiders Tackle Track
Season With Young Squad

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Union Rugby Mudturtles Slip
To Doylestown, Pa. Club, 25-5

The Union County Rugby Football
Club Mudturtles lost their first home
game of the spring season to
Doylestown Rugby Football Club of
Pennsylvania, 25-5. Union displayed a
never-say-die attitude against a supe-
rior Doylestown, with player fitness
and execution of the plays being the
big difference between the two teams.

The Mudturtles competed admira-
bly in the first half, despite some un-
characteristic poor tackling, yielding
only seven points. Union’s only score
was a first-half try executed well by

Danny Joy. Doylestown controlled the
possession and exploited undefended
space in the second half.

Mudturtle Pat Gorman, had a positive
analysis of the game. “Although the
scoreboard doesn’t reflect it, we played
a close game against Doylestown. We
improved our game tremendously from
the prior match against the Village Li-
ons, which resulted in a 7-7 tie. We are
starting to play smart rugby and if we
can keep improving every week we will
a have very promising spring and fall
season.”

In the “B” game, the Mudturtles de-
feated Doylestown, 24-7, upping their
record to 2-0. After a spluttering start,

the Mudturtles dominated with strong
running from the back row to control
possession but could not move the ball
effectively through the backs. After a
charge down on the Doylestown line,
Daryn Henry fell on his own charge
and Union went up, but only managed
to go into the break tied at seven.

In the second half, neither side got the
upper hand until a strong break by the
Doylestown 12 was thwarted. Henry
now playing scrum-half, kicked ahead
from Union’s own 22 and the attack
continued the length of the field for Matt

Sheahan to score in the left corner.
The Mudturtle veterans started to

get a hold of the game as Doylestown
tired. Frank Kirchner put Henry away
for his second try of the game, with
Simon Hooks kicking the two-point
conversation.

For more information regarding the
Mudturtles, the high school team or
the summer youth flag rugby pro-
gram, please call Chris Clark at (201)
213-1952, e-mail
rugby0366@yahoo.com or visit
www.mudturtlerugby.com.

Golf Professional Discusses
Hitting Tee Shot Farther

One of the most frequently asked
questions to me is, “How can I hit my
tee shot farther.” There are two keys
that I often tell players. One is that
you need to be loaded on your right
side when you complete your
backswing and secondly your head
needs to be behind the ball at impact.
Let me explain this further.

There are two important keys to
being loaded when a player reaches
the top of their backswing. First, the
player’s shoulders need to rotate so
his left shoulder is behind the golf
ball. This will help with the transfer
of weight from being equal at the set
up position, to the right side at the
top of the backswing.

Second, when the player reaches
the top of the backswing, his weight
should be set on the inside of the
right foot and thigh. If the weight is
transferred to the outside of the right
foot then the player will reduce his

power and accuracy.
Now that the player has reached

the top of his backswing, the second
key to hitting the ball farther will be
keeping the head behind the ball at
impact. If a player’s head moves in
front of the ball before impact is
achieved, he will lose much leverage
and power.

Power is delivered to the head of
the club by the speed of the arms. If
the body and head pass the golf ball,
the arms will lose their speed. A good
tip to help keep the head behind the
golf ball is to focus on the back of the
golf ball until impact. When you place
the ball on a tee, position it so the logo
is where you will strike the ball. This
will give you something to focus on.

Michael Kierner is the Head Teach-
ing Professional at Shackamaxon
Golf and Country Club. For informa-
tion about lessons, please call (908)
233-3989.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Shackamaxon Golf Professional Michael Kierner

shape by the end of the season. She
kept taking huge chunks of time off in
the 1,600 and 3,200, so it will be nice
to see what she can do,” said Koegel.

Junior Laura Harrison has been
doing very well in the 1,600 and
3,200 events and could figure in some
relay events, especially the 4x800.

“Laura’s become a little bit more
versatile. She’s been working a lot
harder. I think it’s going to show,”
predicted Koegel.

Junior Aja Bundy, who crossed sec-
ond in the 400 meters in the sectionals
and WCT and placed second in the
WCT in the 100 and 200, will be the
heart of the sprinting corps.

“She’s obviously our top sprinter,”
Koegel emphasized. “She has been
doing track more than anyone else, with
the club stuff she has been doing when
she was little, the AAU meets, et cetera.”

Last year, junior Michelle Regg
won the triple jump event at the Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 meet and, along with
sophomore Meaghan Kelly, who
placed fourth, will dominate the event.
Kelly will also compete in the 400
hurdles and the 4x400 relay, which
includes freshmen Kim Appezzato
and Samantha Gates and Bundy.

“We won the mile relay at the
county indoor championships. They
qualified for Meet of Champs and
Easterns also and they broke the

school record,” Koegel pointed out.
“We also broke the school 4x800
record twice this winter – Appezzato,
Harrison, Bundy and Shashaty.”

With reference to the 4x400,
Keogel said, along with Aja “We
have two freshmen and a sophomore.
I still think we will be able to drop
our time. We are looking to get under
four minutes. They just need to gain
some experience, learn the differ-
ence between high school training
and middle school training.”

Freshman Amanda Bobyack is ex-
pected to compete in the 100 meters
and the long jump. Gates will also
compete in the 200 meters. Freshman
Allie Hoynes-O’Connor will be an
asset in the 1,600 and 3,200. Junior
Kaitlin Carman will compete in the
high jump and junior Katie Zaleski,
an outstanding gymnast, will try her
hand at the pole vault. Junior Kat
Berka and Carly Wells will compete
in the shot put, discus and javelin.

“We have good relay teams. As far
as individually, we can do well in the
intermediate hurdles. We have a
couple of good distance runners.
Right now, we are weak in the throws
and we need to get things together in
the jumps. We just don’t have the
bodies there right now. We don’t
have a pure 100 runner right now,”
concluded Koegel.

FSPY ‘C’ Team Wins
Quad Gymnastic Meet
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains

YMCA (FSPY) C Division gymnasts
won a quad meet with the Montclair,
South Mountain and Madison Area
Ys. FSPY totaled 88.5, Montclair
totaled 81 and South Mountain to-
taled 77.3.

In the 9U group, Kaitlyn Frey swept
first in every event to own the All-
Around. In the age 10 group, Alivia
DeMaria took first in the All-Around,
uneven bars, balance beam and floor
and placed second on vault. Sarah
VanBuskirk took first on vault, tied
for first on floor and placed second
on unevens and beam. Lisa Matrale
took third on vault and floor. Alexa
Uvino had strong performances on
beam and floor.

Hannah Kronick (age 11) won the
All-Around, placing first on vault,
unevens and floor and taking third on
beam. Tori Berman took fourth All-
Around and third on unevens. Kelsey
Herbig grabbed first on beam.

St Helen’s Girls Win
CYM 5th/6th Tourney
The St. Helen’s 5th/6th Grade girls’

basketball team capped a successful
season by taking first place in the
Metuchen CYM League’s Bishop
Paul G. Bootkoski Tournament, Par-
ish Green Division.

St. Helen’s was paced by 6th grad-
ers; Sara Connery, Carolyn Dyer,
Jordan Harries, Kathleen O’Neil and
Virginia Spinelli and a talented group
of 5th graders; Taylor Anderson,
Sarah Crawford, Emma Franks,
Martina Landeka, Danielle Miller,
Katherine Ponce and Christina
Scaglione. Coaches Lou Ponce and
Ellen Anderson were very proud of
the effort the girls put in all season.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield NJ 07090 
 Bus.: (908) 233-5555  

Barbara M. Callahan 
NJAR Circle of Excellence ‘02-’03 
Direct –908-301-2886 
Cell-908-447-1806 
Email: brokerbmc@aol.com 
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Offered at $379,900. 

Devil B’ballers Whip
Cranford Boys, 8-2
The Westfield High School base-

ball team got off to a brilliant start
by whipping Cranford, 8-2, in
Cranford on April 5. Sophomore
pitcher Tom Ricciuti fanned eight
Cougars and walked only one
while scattering eight hits.

Sophomore Mike Murray ripped
in two RBI and scored twice for
the Blue Devils and senior Jan
Cocozziello thumped a two-run
triple in the fourth to snap a 1-1-
tie. Greg Van Horn tapped three
singles for the 0-1 Cougars.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Town Bank of Westfield

520 South Avenue
Westfield, New Jersey 07090-1402

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF
SHAREHOLDERS TO BE HELD

THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 2004

TO THE SHAREHOLDERS OF THE
TOWN BANK OF WESTFIELD:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Annual Shareholders Meeting of The Town
Bank of Westfield (the “Bank”) will be held at
the Echo Lake Country Club, Springfield
Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 on
April 22, 2004, at 10:00 a.m. Eastern Time,
for the following purposes:

(1) To elect (14) Directors of the Bank to
hold office until the next Annual Meeting
of Shareholders and until each of their
successors is duly elected and quali-
fied.

(2) To amend and restate the Bank’s Cer-
tificate of Incorporation to change the
name of the Bank from “The Town Bank
of Westfield” to “The Town Bank.”

(3) To ratify the appointment of KPMG LLP
as the external auditors for the Bank for
the 2004 fiscal year.

(4) Such other business as may properly
come before the meeting and any ad-
journment thereof.

By Order of the Board of Directors
Angela Bellino

Corporate Secretary
1 T - 4/8/04, The Leader Fee: $32.13
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Devil Golfers Will
Be ‘Team to Beat’

WC and fifth in the UC. Shallcross,
Arbes and Cochren also received All-
Union County recognition.

“What we are trying to do now and
by the Watchung Conference on April
26 is to try and find that fourth and
fifth solid player who will help us to,
again, compete for the section cham-
pionship, Group 4 title and the Tour-
nament of Champions,” said Turnbull.

“There are a number of kids vying
for those positions but, as of now,
nobody really stepped up and taken
control,” said Turnbull who did note
that he was pleased with the progress
of junior Nick Petrarca and senior
Co-Captains Michael Ivan and Matt
Hodges. Junior Chris Tropiano has
played well in his last few rounds.

“We will see what happens in the
next three or four weeks to solidify
our top-six,” commented Turnbull.

The first real challenge will be at
the Blue Devil Invitational on April
19 at Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield where eight of the top-11
teams in New Jersey will be compet-
ing. That tournament will feature the
No. 2-ranked girl in the country,
Sukjin Lee Wuesthoff, from Toms
River North and the No. 1-ranked
freshman in the state, Marc Costanza,
from Bergen Catholic.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL GOLF CAPTAINS…Senior Co-Captains Michael Ivan, left, and
Matt Hodges relax on the putting green at Echo Lake Country Club.

The Union Mudturtles attempt to smother an opponent.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOP RAIDER SPEEDSTER…Junior Aja Bundy, front, is one of the top
speedsters in the sprint and short distance events.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2003

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award
Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002, 2003

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com

www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555, ext. 169
Direct Line: 908-301-2015 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield . . .Welcome to this spacious 4 bedroom 2 1/2
bath colonial.  Large family RM adjacent to gourmet
kitchen w/ center isle, cherry cabinets, and sunny breakfast
RM w/ natural wood cathedral ceiling, quaint window seat
which opens to  deck & hot tub.  An oversized foyer,
spacious living RM w/ frplc, grand size dining RM and
Rec RM - 20 x 21.  New CAC.  Easy walk to Jefferson
Elementary.  $799,500  WSF0323

Westfield . . . Elegant decor, unparalleled quality and
impeccable design create the ultimate living experience.  A
new sensational gourmet kitchen offers style & magnificent
appointments.  Built in 1984, this 9 RM  colonial set on 1/
2 acre offers 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 beautiful baths, a sunroom
addition w/ double French doors to new brick porch,
Palladian window, family RM with raised hearth.  Wlk to
town & school.   $1,399,000 WSF2357
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St. Helen’s Hoops Girls Win
St. Francis Cabrini Tourney
The St. Helen’s Westfield 7/8 grade

girls’ basketball team won the 48-
team St. Francis Cabrini March Mad-
ness Tournament and boosted its
record to 36-1. St. Helen’s also won
the Metuchen CYO championship
and the Somerset County CYO cham-
pionship and are in the finals of the
Union County Tournament.

St. Helen’s reached the finals by
beating St. Mary’s of South Amboy,
61-33. Leading, 23-22, at the half, St
Helen’s outscored St. Mary’s, 38-11,
in the second half. Erin Miller buck-
eted 20 points, Stephanie Slodyczka
had 18, Gabrielle O’Leary netted 14
points, Claire Bennett had eight,
Danielle Infantino had two and Rose
Driscoll had one point.

In the finals, St. Helen’s defeated

the top-seeded AAU team called the
DCT Jammers from New Brunswick,
61-55, in overtime. Miller led the
offensive attack with 29 points, in-
cluding five 3-point shots. She nailed
her last 3-pointer to break a, 55-55,
tie in overtime with 28 seconds left.
Just before that, Infantino sank two
foul shots.

After the Jammers missed a game
tying three, they were forced to foul
Driscoll (8 points), who hit 3-4 big
foul shots to secure the win.
Slodyczka had 14 points and 16 re-
bounds. O’Leary had six points.
Bennett had three points but pulled
in 21 rebounds against the much
taller opponents. Ally Oberlander and
the whole team did a great job on
defense.

HOOPS CHAMPS…The Westfield Warriors 4th grade boys Travel Basketball
Team recently won the Union County Pee Wee League Championship by
defeating St. Mike’s of Union, 44-26. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Sam
Rosenburgh, Max Tabak, Jackson O’Leary, Kurt Kowalski, John Lanzano and
Michael Mondon; Middle row, Nathan Mitchell, Ned Allen, Peter Mebane,
Mike Giacone, Alex Williams and Paul Werner; back row, Assistant Coach
Dave Rosenburgh, Head Coach John O’Leary and Assistant Coach Mark
Mitchell.

Courtesy Steve Kim (Image 1 Hour Photo) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LAX ROOKIE OF THE WEEK…Dan Kotch, (Westfield High School Class of
2003) has been selected as the Middle Atlantic Conference men’s lacrosse
Rookie of the Week. As a freshman goalie for Susquehanna University, he has
compiled a 4-1 record with 7.75 goals against average and a conference leading
.684 save percentage in five games.

LEAGUE HOOPS CHAMPS…The Westfield 7th grade boys basketball team
completed a 36-6 season by winning the championships in the Central Jersey
and the Bi-County Leagues. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Greg Mucci,
Mike Carpetto, Mike Irving and Dave Pusar; middle row, Josh Firestone, Chris
Sheehan, Jake Fox, Mike Lessner, Joey Kopser, Mike Clarke and Todd
Saunders; back row, Coach Jeff Pusar and Assistant Coach Gary Fox.

The Westfield Basketball Association 6th Grade Blue Travel team ended a very
successful season by defeating North Plainfield on March 30, 41-26, to win the
Garden State League championship and by winning the IHM tournament with
a 37-35 victory the next day. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Kevin
Machlowitz, Max Fusaro, Ryan Scrudato, Jaraad Rogers and Jake Sussman;
back row, Coach Bill Kardias, Sean Scrudato, Coach Frank Fusaro, Mike
Fietkiewicz, Max Schuster, Mike Kardias, Josh Solomon, Pat Sabatino and
Coach Charlie Scrudato.

Union Catholic HS Schedules
Hall of Fame Induction Dinner

April 23 promises to be a very
special evening in the history of
Union Catholic athletics, as three
State Championship teams from the
1980’s are being inducted into the
Union Catholic Hall of Fame. The
1984 Boys State Championship Base-
ball team along with the 1987 Girls
and Boys State Championship Bas-
ketball teams will be honored at this
year’s induction dinner being held at
Union Catholic.

The 1984 baseball Vikings won
the Watching Conference Title, the
Union County Tournament Champi-
onship and the NJSIAA Parochial A
title, finishing 18-3 and being ranked
the No. 1 baseball team in the state
by The Star-Ledger.

Those who were at UC in 1987
will never forget March 15, the day
both the boys and girls basketball
teams captured their first-ever state
titles. The girls entered the state fi-
nals as Watchung Conference champs
and Union County Tournament

champs. Facing No. 5 McCorriston,
the girls came away with a three-
point victory and their first state title,
finishing with a 26-1 record.

The boys basketball team had the
difficult task of facing heavily fa-
vored No. 1 Christian Brothers Acad-
emy in the Parochial A champion-
ship game and walked away with a
44-39 victory in what ranks as one of
the biggest upsets in boys state cham-
pionship basketball history The Vi-
king boys finished with a 22-5 record.

For additional information or tick-
ets, please call Union Catholic at
(908) 889-1600, ext. no. 303.

PEE WEE MAT CHAMPION…Thomas Ross of Westfield, top, won the Pee
Wee 64lb bantam class title at the 22nd Annual Metuchen Grapplers Novice
Tournament held on March 14. Doug Ryan of South River, platform 2, placed
second and Joe Denemczyk of Malapan placed third.

Monninger, Mannino Inducted
Into WF Boosters Hall of Fame

BOOSTER HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE…Booster Nick Gismondi, left, and
Advisor Roger Love, right, present Charles Mannino with Certificate of
Induction into the Westfield Booster Hall of Fame.

The Westfield Boosters, at their
annual dinner dance on March 27,
inducted former Boosters Bill
Monninger and Charles Mannino into
the Boosters Hall of Fame, honoring
them for their long service raising
funds to support school athletics in
Westfield.

For years, Monninger announced
the Saturday high school football
games at Gary Kehler field and his
voice became a familiar part of the
football experience in this town.
Monninger expressed his gratitude
at being honored with his induction
into the Hall of Fame and thanked his
wife for her support during the
Booster years.

Mannino, a 1933 graduate of
Westfield High School, recalled his
years in Westfield and shared several
humorous episodes.

The awards highlighted an evening
of dining and dancing with music
from the Grease Band. Dinner Com-
mittee Chairman Bill Ludlum ad-
vised that the dinner dance was a

huge success, helping to raise a sig-
nificant amount of money for ath-
letic scholarships and projects. The
Boosters recently committed $28,000
to the High School to fund the weights
for the weight room in the new
women’s field house currently being
finished at the football field.

Jersey City Mets Nip SP Pirates, 14-13
The Jersey City Mets nipped the Scotch Plains Pirates of the Amateur

Baseball League (MABL), a nationwide league, 14-13, at Wayne Hills High
School on March 28. The Pirates are comprised former Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School players who played during the years, 1990-2001.

Pirate Gerald Bianco went 4-for-5 and scored three runs. Joe Franzone
went 2-for-4 with two doubles and four RBI. Geral Salerno went 2-for-4,
with a triple and four RBI.

ST. FRANCIS CABRINI CHAMPS…The St. Helen’s 7th/8th grade girls
basketball team recently won the St. Francis Cabrini March Madness Tourna-
ment and boosted its record to 36-1.

Direct Line: 908-301-2025

Westfield . . .Enchanting Wychwood Colonial:  Spectacular

floorplan for families or entertaining.  3 working fireplaces.

Family rm. w/ fireplace off Dudick Eat-In Kitchen.  Master suite

w/ full bath.  Finished basement w/ fireplace.  $869,000

Mountainside . . .Gracious brick front split-level on a large,

wooded lot featuring master suite w/ full bath, vaulted Living

Room ceilings, central air, family room, 2-car garage, cul-de-sac,

walk-ins, newer furn.  Walk to NYC transportation.  $569,900

Kenilworth . . . New construction, professional building.

Approximately 2,500 sq ft of office space.  Built to suit 4 offices

maximum.  25 space parking lot.  $780,000

Cranford . . . Immaculate corner unit that has been profession-

ally faux-finished with newer carpets and updated kitchen.

Newer thermo-pane windows let in tons of light throughout the

entire day.  Heat / hot water included.

Westfield Office  209 Central Avenue  908 233 5555

John C. Wiley, Realtor
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2004 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY OF UNION

FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2004

Revenue and Appropriation Summaries
SUMMARY OF REVENUES - CURRENT FUND ANTICIPATED

2004 2003
1. Surplus $3,500,000.00 $3,800,000.00
2. Total Miscellaneous Revenues 9,026,931.34 8,989,234.31
3. Receipts from Delinquent Taxes 800,000.00 800,000.00
4. Local Tax for Municipal Purposes 16,644,169.91 14,439,617.03
                              Total General Revenues $29,971,101.25 $28,028,851.34

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS - CURRENT FUND 2004 BUDGET 2003 BUDGET
1. Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages $14,921,372.00 $14,138,464.00

Other Expenses 11,141,829.25 10,138,057.34
2. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 739,500.00 731,700.00
3. Capital Improvements 145,000.00 145,000.00
4. Debt Service 1,083,400.00 1,035,630.00
5. Reserve for Uncollected Taxes 1,940,000.00 1,840,000.00
                              Total General Appropriations $29,971,101.25 $28,028,851.34
Total Number of Employees 345 343

2003 DEDICATED SWIM POOL UTILITY BUDGET
SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED

2004 2003
1. Surplus $70,600.00 $136,214.00
2. Swim Pool Memberships and Miscellaneous Revenues 775,400.00 696,925.00
                              Total Revenues $846,000.00 $833,139.00

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2004 BUDGET 2003 BUDGET
1. Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages $315,506.00 $302,373.00

Other Expenses 346,484.00 289,000.00
2. Capital Improvements 855.00 1,116.00
3. Debt Service 160,155.00 219,650.00
4. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 23,000.00 21,000.00
                              Total Appropriations $846,000.00 $833,139.00
Total Number of Employees 36 37

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT
GENERAL SWIM POOL UTILITY

Interest $2,183,766.00 $503,755.00
Principal $6,637,000.00 $1,514,000.00
Outstanding Balance $8,820,766.00 $2,017,755.00

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield, County of Union on March 16th, 2004.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on April 20, 2004
at 8:00 o’clock (PM) at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year
2004 may be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the budget are available in the office of Bernard A. Heeney, Town Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, 07090, (908) 789-4033, during the hours of 8:30
(A.M.) to 4:30 (P.M.).
1 T - 4/8/04, The Leader Fee: $168.30

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF AUDIT REPORT FOR PUBLICATION

SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF 2003 AUDIT REPORT OF
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD AS REQUIRED BY N.J.S. 40A:5-7

COMBINED COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEETS - STATUTORY BASIS

DECEMBER DECEMBER
 ASSETS 31, 2003 31, 2002

Cash and Investments $ 4,975,583.41 $ 2,138,299.07
Taxes, Assessments, Liens and

Utility Charges Receivable 183,122.47 175,433.84
Property Acquired for Taxes -

Assessed Value 12,279.00 12,279.00
Accounts Receivable 1,850,793.59 472,585.05
Deferred Charges to Future Taxation -

General Capital 5,572,029.47 4,332,260.04
General Fixed Assets 5,921,753.63 5,617,914.83

TOTAL ASSETS $ 18,515,561.57 $ 12,748,771.83

LIABILITIES, RESERVES AND FUND BALANCE

Bonds and Notes Payable $ 5,862,750.00 $ 2,499,000.00
Improvement Authorizations 3,428,891.53 2,244,828.62
Other Liabilities and Special Funds 1,811,627.52 1,232,041.70
Reserve for Certain Assets Receivable 584,139.74 287,397.95
Fund Balances 906,399.15 867,588.73
Investment in General Fixed Assets 5,921,753.63 5,617,914.83

TOTAL LIABILITIES, RESERVES
AND FUND BALANCE $ 18,515,561.57 $ 12,748,771.83

COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS AND CHANGE
IN FUND BALANCE - CURRENT FUND-STATUTORY BASIS

YEAR 2003 YEAR 2002
REVENUE AND OTHER INCOME REALIZED

Fund Balance Utilized $   800,000.00 $   775,000.00
Miscellaneous - From Other Than Local

Property Tax Levies 2,560,377.14 1,764,629.19
Collection of Delinquent Taxes and

Tax Title Liens 185,272.66 158,252.58
Collection of Current Tax Levy 18,675,995.50 16,908,953.15

Total Income $ 22,221,645.30 $ 19,606,834.92

EXPENDITURES
Budget Expenditures: $ 6,621,709.89 $ 5,797,464.18
County Taxes 3,172,161.06 2,837,959.55
Regional High School Taxes 11,221,427.82 10,184,150.79
Miscellaneous 364,637.13 24,655.80

Total Expenditures $ 21,379,935.90 $ 18,844,230.32

Excess in Revenue $   841,709.40 $   762,604.60

Fund Balance
Balance, January 1 851,080.77 863,476.17

$  1,692,790.17 $  1,626,080.77

Decreased by:
Utilized as Anticipated Revenue 800,000.00 775,000.00

Balance, December 31 $  892,790.17 $  851,080.77

RECOMMENDATIONS

That the General Ledger be completely maintained in accordance with Technical Account-
ing Directive #85-3.

That all purchases in excess of the bid threshold be authorized by resolution of the Borough
Council.

A Corrective Action Plan, which outlines actions the Borough of Fanwood will take to correct
the findings listed above, will be prepared in accordance with federal and state requirements.
A copy of it will be placed on file and made available for public inspection in the Office of the
Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Fanwood.
The above summary or synopsis was prepared from the report of audit of the Borough of
Fanwood, County of Union, for the calendar year 2003. This report of audit, submitted by
Suplee, Clooney & Company, Registered Municipal Accountants and Certified Public
Accountants, is on file at the Borough Clerk’s office and may be inspected by any interested
person.

Eleanor McGovern, Clerk
1 T – 4/8/04, The Times Fee: $131.58

COLLEGE TENNIS…The Union County College Foundation is hosting its
annual Tennis Tournament at the Mountainside Indoor Tennis Center on
Monday, April 26. The pre-game brunch, reception, dinner and awards cer-
emony will take place at Echo Lake Country Club. Trophies and gift certificates
will be awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners. All funds raised support UCC
student scholarships. Pictured are participants in last year’s tournament,
including faculty, staff and members of the community. For participant infor-
mation, call the foundation office at (908) 709-7505.

New Jersey Green Party Sets
Annual Convention Date

NEW BRUNSWICK – The New Jer-
sey Green Party (GPNJ) will hold its
eighth annual convention on Sunday,
April 18, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the
Rutgers Labor Education Center in New
Brunswick.

Party officers will be elected, reports
will be heard from the locals, and pro-
posals to change party rules and bylaws
will be considered. There will be time
for GPNJ standing committees to meet.

This year, the party will also be elect-
ing delegates to the National Green Party
Nominating Convention being held in
Milwaukee, WS on June 23 through 28.

The GPNJ seeks volunteers to help
with the convention. Setup and cleanup
crews, and folks to help with registra-
tion, publicity, and program develop-
ment are being sought.

Please contact Ted Glick at (973) 338-
5398 or e-mail FutureHopeTG@aol.com
for more information.

In order to vote at the convention dues
must be paid. Annual dues are $25 for
regular dues, $10 for students and low
income. New membership dues must have
been sent in by March 19 in order to have
a vote at the convention. Renewals may be
paid at the door.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Monday,
April 5, 2004 memorialized the following
Board action:

03-23(V) COMMERCE BANK/N.A., 552-
556 & 560 NORTH AVENUE
EAST, BLOCK 3305, LOTS 1.03
AND L.04, APPLICANT SEEK-
ING PRELIMINARY AND FINAL
MAJOR SITE PLAN AP-
PROVAL.  APPLICANT SEEKS
TO DEMOLISH EXISTING
STRUCTURES ON PROPER-
TIES AND CONSTRUCT COM-
MERCE BANK WITH DRIVE
THRU AND ASSOCIATED
PARKING, LANDSCAPING,
LIGHTING AND SIGNAGE.  –
Approved with conditions.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 4/8/04, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE

Take notice that application has been
made to the TOWNSHIP COUNCIL of
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY to trans-
fer to JOE & EDWARD LUBRANO trading
as SAME for premises located at UNDE-
TERMINED (INACTIVE POCKET LI-
CENSE) the PLENARY RETAIL CON-
SUMPTION LICENSE #2016-33-006-007
heretofore issued to PARK PLACE DINER
CORPORATION, trading as PARK PLACE
FAMILY RESTAURANT for the premises
located at 1900 RARITAN ROAD, SCOTCH
PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

The person(s) who will hold an interest in
this license is/are (1) JOE LUBRANO, 1631
TERRILL ROAD, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW
JERSEY 07076 and (2) EDWARD
LUBRANO, 7 GINESI DRIVE, CLARK,
NEW JERSEY 07066.

Objections, if any, should be made imme-
diately in writing to: BARBARA RIEPE,
TOWNSHIP CLERK, TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS MUNICIPAL BUILD-
ING, 430 PARK AVENUE, SCOTCH
PLAINS NEW JERSEY 07076.

JOE & EDWARD LUBRANO
1183 RARITAN ROAD

CLARK, NEW JERSEY 07066
2 T - 4/1 &
 4/8/04, The Times Fee: $58.14

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on Febru-
ary 25, 2004 granted approval to Michael
Vignola for a driveway widening on the prop-
erty at 225 King Street, Fanwood, New
Jersey being Block 107, Lot 12.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Michael F. and Patricia A. Vignola
225 King Street

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 4/8/04, The Times Fee: $14.79

The Westfield Competitive Rowing Team

WF Rowers Begin
Season on Schuylkill
The Westfield Competitive

Rowing team opened it season on
the Schuylkill River in Philadel-
phia on March 28. Westfield’s sec-
ond season was represented by 10
scullers rowing in a double and a
quad scull. The scull was funded
through the generosity of the
Westfield Foundation and the
Westfield Booster organizations.

Emily Printz rowed a double
and came in second while Justine
Cassidy, Rebecca DeFazio,
Katherine Itz and Lauren
Heffernan came in first rowing a
quad. Scott Fishberg, Paul
Goldweitz, Jordan Cassidy and
Michael Ring rode a quad, placing
third. Woody Handza and Michael
Ring, rowing a double, came in
first in their heat.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETING: Regular Public Meeting

DATE OF MEETING: April 15, 2004

LOCATION: Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey   07076

TIME: 7:00 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING: The Board will meet in Executive Session from
7:00-8:00 p.m.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will not be taken.
1 T - 4/8/04, The Times Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at 10:00 AM
prevailing time on Monday, May 3, 2004 for
the

“2004 SIDEWALK REPLACE-
MENT PROGRAM IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Specifications and the terms proposed
in the Contract.

The major items under this contract in-
clude the following in estimated quantities:

160 lineal feet of granite block curb
18,800 square feet of concrete sidewalk

(4 inches thick)
2,600 square feet of concrete sidewalk (6

inches thick)
Reset 2,100 lineal feet of bluestone side-

walk
3,150 square feet of new bluestone side-

walk-minimum 2 inches thick

The successful bidder shall start con-
struction ten (10) days after notice of award
of Contract is given, and shall complete all
work within ninety (90) calendar days after
notice to proceed.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the place
and before the hour above mentioned, and
must be accompanied by a certified check
or bid bond payable to the Town of Westfield
in an amount equal to at least ten percent
(10%) of the base amount of the bid, but not
less than $500.00 nor more than $20,000.00.
Each bid must also be accompanied by a
Surety Company Certificate stating that said
Surety company will provide the bidder with
the required Performance bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collusion
Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualification
Statement, Statement of Ownership, on the
forms included in and explained in the con-
tract documents.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975 supple-
ment to the law against discrimination (Affir-
mative Action) and must pay workmen the
prevailing wage rates promulgated by the
New Jersey State Department of Labor and
Industry for this project, copies of which are
on file in the Office of the Town Engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured ($25.00) at the office of the Town
Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey.  The
Mayor and Council reserve the right to reject
any bid, and to waive any informality in any
bid, if in the interest of the Town, it is
deemed advisable to do so.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer

1 T - 4/8/04, The Leader Fee: $61.20

Cub Scout Pack 103
Tells Derby Results

SCOTCH PLAINS — Cub Scout
Pack No. 103 from St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Interparochial School in
Scotch Plains recently posted the
results of its Pinewood Derby.

The Pinewood Derby is an annual
event in which the scouts race cars
they design and craft from small blocks
of wood. The cars must meet standard
requirements for size and weight.

Ryan Piliego came out on top in
the Tiger Cub division (first grade),
with Joseph Ponterdolph in second,
Brian Howard in third, D.J. Florendo
in fourth, and Joseph Stark in fifth
place.

In the Wolf Cub division (second
grade), John Boyle took first place,
followed by Alton Lutz in second,
Sean Ryan in third, Walter Anthony
in fourth, and Arrington Joyner-
Corniffe in fifth place.

Sloan Ibarra was the winner of the
Bear division (third grade). Kenny
Brid came in second, while Andrew
Kocot placed third.

In the Webelos I division (fourth
grade), Quade Ibarra outran Keith
Monteiro, while the Webelos II divi-
sion (fifth grade) title went to Bill
Piliego, followed by Ryan Haggerty
in second, Justin McMahon in third,
John Pilkington in fourth, and Sean
Gordon in fifth.

In the Pack No. 103 championship
runoff, Keith Monteiro took first
place in a field of 32 cars, followed
by Ryan Piliego in second, John
Boyle in third, and Brian Howard in
fourth. Joseph Ponterdolph, Alton
Lutz and Bill Piliego took fifth, sixth,
and seventh place, respectively. Jo-
seph Mayers (sibling division)
claimed eighth place.

These top eight finishers qualified
for the Pinewood Derby 2004 Dis-
trict Race in New Providence on
March 20.

FOR SALE

ENTERTAINMENT ARMOIRE
Beautiful solid wood entertainment
armoire; very good condition; 5’
tall x 5’ wide; fits most tvs and
stereos; $500/obo.

Call (908) 301-0769.

LOOKING FOR A HOUSE

Couple with small baby looking to
purchase a house in Westfield.
Husband works in Manhattan so
walking distance to train desired.
Would like to find a house soon
but very flexible with regards to
move date/possession date.

Please call Cathleen
(917) 841-4632 Principals only

SUMMER JOB

Day camp counselor! No nights or
weekends (except training). Boys
& Girls group counselors,
lifeguards, travel camp, instructors
for crafts, rollerblading, nature,
dance/movement, karate,
lacrosse & soccer. Must be High
School grad, college student or
teacher. Interviewing now.

(908) 647-0664
rvrbnd1@aol.com
or apply online at

www.campriverbend.bunk1.com

DENTAL ASSISTANT FULL TIME

Quality family dental practice is
searching for an experienced
assistant with an x-ray license. We
offer a challenging career
opportunity in a team oriented
environment. Computer knowledge
helpful. Excellent salary and
benefits. No Saturdays.
(908) 232-6132 or fax (908) 232-5377

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield - Unfurnished 1 bedroom
across from train station. No Pets.
$750.00/month + 1-1/2 months
security. Call Matt 9AM - 5PM.

(908) 928-2045

HELP WANTED

MERCHANDISERS
PART TIME

Nationwide Music, Book, & Video
distributor is looking for PT
merchandising representatives for
the Watchung area. Duties include
merchandising products in major
retail chain. Competitive starting
pay. Will average approximately
20 hrs/wk. Call 800-999-0904 ext
60150. Leave a message including
name, phone number (with area
code), & brief work history.

HOUSE CLEANING

RESPONSIBLE AND
RELIABLE POLISH LADY WILL

CLEAN YOUR HOME
(201) 243-1035

leave a message
SECRETARY

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Organized self-starter needed part
time for small temple office in
Fanwood. Responsibilities include
correspondence, project admin-
istration, phones and general of-
fice work. Strong computer skills
a must. Ability to put together a
newsletter and temple experience
a plus! Must be a team player.
Please submit resume to:

sgsedwin@yahoo.com

JACUZZI FOR SALE

Jacuzzi Brand 6ft Whirlpool Tub,
like new, white with chrome &
gold accent faucet. Original price
$3000, Asking $350. Pickup Only

(908) 233-2526

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,

IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$250.00/M

Call Lori (973) 397-3541

MATH TUTOR

Ivy-level mathematics degree.
SAT, calculus, trigonmetry, alge-
bra, writing, study skills.

Joe (908) 781-0888

AUTO FOR SALE

91 Buick Skylark - GREAT
commuter car! Working AC, PS,
PW, PD, AM/FM Cassette, NEW
Brakes, NEW Muffler/Pipes, NEW
Inspection good for TWO years!!!

Please email Jim at :
JimR1000@yahoo.com
or call (732) - 801-3200

95 Pontiac Grand AM
PWR, 4-Door

Excellent Condition.
Best Offer

Call (908) 665-2527 eves

AUTO FOR SALE

RENTAL

Westfield Area, Short term, 3-4
Bedrooms; 3 & 1/2 Baths; Attached
Garage; Call for price and terms.

(908) 581-2803

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield, Northside. Lovely 5RM
Townhouse. Walk to town & NYC
Trans. CAC, W/D, DW, HdWdFlrs.
$1500 per mo. + Utils. Please
reply to WFRENTAL@MSN.com
or (908) 322-1238.

HOUSE CLEANING

Reliable, experience, references.
English speaking, own transport.
 Houses, Apartments & Offices.
Give your house a special touch!

Call Christine (908) 527-6261

COMMERCIAL SPACE AVAILABLE

Westfield 3500 sq.ft. available
immediately zoned for child
playcare center. Off street parking

361 South Ave, E.
Call (908) 447-2472

Fanwood Presbyterian Posts
Summer Camp Schedule

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church has announced this
summer’s schedule and registration for
Summer Quest, a summer day camp
for youngsters entering sixth grade
through graduating eighth-grade stu-
dents.

“Sights on Service” will be held July
12 to 16, while “Soak Up the Son” will
be offered July 19 to 23. The programs
will feature theme-based community

building projects, trips, photography,
challenge courses, discussions and
other daily activities.

Camps will be open from 8:30 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. each day. Fees are $150
per week, with a $25 registration fee
per week. Scholarships are available.

Currently in its third season, Sum-
mer Quest is a youth ministry outreach
of the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
located at Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues.

It is made possible through a grant
by Charles Friedman of Westfield, in
memory of his wife, Shirley, and the
support of the Fanwood congregation.

For additional information and reg-
istration materials, please call Shelley
Gardner, Director of Summer Quest, at
(908) 889-8891.

HOUSE FOR SALE

FANWOOD. Victorian charm and
convenient location make this
home full of elegant possibilities.
Lots of space inside and out, 5
fireplaces, large Kitchen, 3-season
porch with Family room potential.
Sparkling diamond-pane windows
and more. $529,900.

BURGDORFF REALTORS
Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065
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Get Outta
The House

Local StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal Stars
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GUEST SPEAKER…Gertrude WoodGUEST SPEAKER…Gertrude WoodGUEST SPEAKER…Gertrude WoodGUEST SPEAKER…Gertrude WoodGUEST SPEAKER…Gertrude Wood
of Westfield, the author of the novel,of Westfield, the author of the novel,of Westfield, the author of the novel,of Westfield, the author of the novel,of Westfield, the author of the novel,
“Sincerely Yours,” will speak in New“Sincerely Yours,” will speak in New“Sincerely Yours,” will speak in New“Sincerely Yours,” will speak in New“Sincerely Yours,” will speak in New
York on Sunday, April 18, during aYork on Sunday, April 18, during aYork on Sunday, April 18, during aYork on Sunday, April 18, during aYork on Sunday, April 18, during a
weekend seminar of the Internationalweekend seminar of the Internationalweekend seminar of the Internationalweekend seminar of the Internationalweekend seminar of the International
Women’s Writing Guild. WritersWomen’s Writing Guild. WritersWomen’s Writing Guild. WritersWomen’s Writing Guild. WritersWomen’s Writing Guild. Writers
from five or six states usually attendfrom five or six states usually attendfrom five or six states usually attendfrom five or six states usually attendfrom five or six states usually attend
this semi-annual event. In 2001,this semi-annual event. In 2001,this semi-annual event. In 2001,this semi-annual event. In 2001,this semi-annual event. In 2001,
Wood was selected by Wood was selected by Wood was selected by Wood was selected by Wood was selected by The WestfieldThe WestfieldThe WestfieldThe WestfieldThe Westfield
Leader Leader Leader Leader Leader and and and and and The Scotch Plains-The Scotch Plains-The Scotch Plains-The Scotch Plains-The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times Fanwood Times Fanwood Times Fanwood Times Fanwood Times as the “Best Writer”as the “Best Writer”as the “Best Writer”as the “Best Writer”as the “Best Writer”
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DDDDDanielle Panielle Panielle Panielle Panielle Pararararartenopetenopetenopetenopetenope
PPPPParararararticipates in Fticipates in Fticipates in Fticipates in Fticipates in Festivestivestivestivestivalalalalal
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Susquehanna

University in Selinsgrove, Pa. has re-
vealed that Danielle Partenope, a flut-
ist from Westfield, participated in
the 12th Annual Honors Band Festi-
val from February 20 to 22.

Sponsored by Susquehanna’s De-
partment of Music, the festival unites
over 150 high school musicians from
74 high schools across New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, New York, Delaware,
Maryland and Connecticut.

FFFFFANWANWANWANWANWOOD OOD OOD OOD OOD — Schiffer Pub-
lishing, Ltd., the nation’s
leading publisher of books
on antiques and collectibles,
has released of a new book
co-authored by Fanwood
resident Adele Kenny and
Australian ceramics expert
Veronica Moriarty.

The book, “Staffordshire
Figures: History in Earthen-
ware 1740-1900,” is a unique
study of the cultural, socio-
economic, religious, politi-
cal, and technological con-
ditions that defined the subject matter
of earthenware figures made in Stafford-
shire, England from the mid-18th cen-
tury through the Victorian Era.

Included in the 240-page volume
are over 550 full color photos and
several drawings by Rahway artist
Robert Buczynski of Royal Treasure
Antiques-Restoration Studio, Inc.

Kenny has been a resident of
Fanwood for 30 years. She has served
as Cultural Arts Director for the bor-
ough and is the founder and director
of the Carriage House Poetry Read-
ing Series at the Kuran Arts Center,
which has featured such luminary
poets as Pulitzer Prize winner Stephen
Dunn and National Book Award win-
ner Gerald Stern.

Kenny serves as Democratic Com-
mitteewoman for District 4 and teaches
report writing at the John H. Stamler
Police Academy in Scotch Plains. The
author of 21 books, she is also associate
editor of The Antiquer, a NYC-based
antiques and fine arts magazine. Her
poetry, book reviews, and nonfiction
have appeared in magazines and jour-

nals throughout North and South
America, Europe, Asia,
and Australia.

She is the recipient of
various honors and awards
for her writing, including
two Fellowships in Poetry
from the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, a
Union County Freehold-
ers HEART Grant, an
Allen Ginsberg Poetry
Award, first place
Henderson and Merit
Book Awards, a Writer’s

Digest Award, and a Women of Excel-
lence Award in journalism and public
relations from the Union County Com-
mission on the Status of Women.

Readers are invited to visit her website:
http://home.att.net/~yorkshirehouse.

Moriarty, a resident of Ballarat,
Victoria, Australia, is a retired university
library director, lecturer, and teacher.
She has seen action in classrooms as
diverse as ceramics, history, and English,
and has also worked in information lit-
eracy and library planning programs.

A regular contributor to numerous
antiques magazines in the United States
and Australia, she will be visiting the
U.S. in June for a promotional tour of
the book.

Copies of the Kenny/Moriarty book
may be ordered through major booksell-
ers or directly from Schiffer Publishing
(610) 593-1777.

A wide range of Staffordshire figures
(several of which were photographed for
the book) are available locally at Gallerie
Ani’tiques, located in the Stage House
Village, Park Avenue and Front Street,
Scotch Plains, (908) 322-4600.

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

JJJJJersey Gersey Gersey Gersey Gersey Girl: irl: irl: irl: irl: FFFFFailsailsailsailsails
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 & ½ POPCORNS

Hopefully, director Kevin Smith’s rapid
rise to mediocrity is temporary. He’s better
than Jersey Girl, his latest lob at the silver
screen, would indicate. A lot better. But he
does get one to wondering: How can the guy
who sent a jealous shiver through the Indy
film ranks with the scornfully creative Clerks
(1994) wind up 10 years later dishing out
what amounts to a bizarrely homogenized
variation on the “My Three Sons” genre?
Maybe caviar can do that to you.

Folklore around the cineaste water cooler
had it that a very enterprising Smith maxed-
out his credit cards so that Clerks might see
the light of projection camera. It was irrever-
ent, full of four-lettered favorites and prob-
ably not as good as it was divergent. But it
sure was funny. Equally crude but sans Clerks’
breakout wit and vivacity, Mall Rats (1995)
was just a mindless misfire.

Then the filmmaker hit his stride with
Chasing Amy (1997). Still evincing that
independent look and feel, the offbeat love
story between two comic-book writers (she’s
a lesbian) doubtless benefited from a real
motion picture budget and a real actor.

The bona fide thespian in question is Ben
Affleck, who begins his professional associa-
tion with Smith, and then appears again in
Dogma (1999). Hopscotch over Jay and
Silent Bob Strike Back (2001), a miscon-
ceived attempt to revisit the audacity of his
filmic roots, and that brings us to the movie
at hand. How all that preceded it somehow
led to “The Courtship of the Precocious
Little Girl’s Father,” which is Jersey Girl’s
plot in a nutshell, remains a mystery.

Something is amiss. Haven’t we seen this
in rerun? Affleck is hardly believable as Ollie
Trinke, the six-figure record industry flack
who goes asunder after his wife (Jennifer
Lopez) dies in childbirth. The major- domo
is left to raise the newborn tot. Naturally, the
challenge has its consequences. He stresses
out. And in one of those life-changing blun-
ders you’d love to take back, he causes a
public relations fiasco that soon becomes
legend on Madison Avenue.

It’s a cruel metaphor, yet another unfeel-
ing diatribe aimed at the Garden State, but
Ollie’s fall from grace translates into being
banished to New Jersey. It’s goodbye to the
Big Apple and practically everything he loves.

Here’s the really good part. He’ll be driv-
ing a street sweeper. You see, Dad, portrayed
by a commendably deadpan George Carlin,
has connections. He has personally kept the
Borough of Highlands clean for over 30
years.

Flash forward seven years. Witness stereo-
typical scene no. 313, common to sentimen-
tal sagas about single parents who sacrifice all
for the sake of their offspring. Call it Jersey
pastoral. Happy yells emanate from a play-
ground. And here’s Ollie, still behind the
wheel of the Elgin, which he uses to pick up
Gertie (Raquel Castro) from school. He is
once again a hometown boy…not as much
liking it, as resigned to it. Once a publicity
wonk, who held the fate of multi-million
dollar recording careers in his hands, appar-
ently he hasn’t been able to find another job.
In fact, it looks like he hasn’t even received a
promotion. But then, Gertie’s happy.

Ah, the old conundrum...parental careers
versus stability and assuring familiar sur-
roundings for the children. Practically every
family has its tale to tell.

All the same, that’s the mindset Ollie has
settled into since moving back to his father’s
home in New Jersey. Now he talks only
occasionally of the high-life he once enjoyed
in New York. That is, until an embarrassing
moment regarding a porno movie at the
video store has him exchanging barbs and
glances with the very forward Maya.

Clerk, grad student, and general resurrector
of seemingly defeated men, she is played with
perennially pursed, and ultimately annoy-
ing, smile by attractive Liv Tyler. While she
may appear Heaven-sent to Ollie, the rest of
us are wondering from whence the two-
dimensional angel actually fell.

It’s just one indication of a poorly written
script that the potential love interest is merely
plopped down as a romantic deus ex machine
to actualize Affleck’s character. His libido
thus awakened, he contemplates other as-
pects of his former life that might be sal-
vaged. Maybe he can even reclaim his right-

ful fiefdom in NYC. But we have no idea
about Maya.

Maybe it’s just me. But you’ll have to agree
that, in most cases, knowing something about
someone makes him or her substantially more
interesting.

Although populated with occasionally
amusing stereotypes, like Carlin’s blue-collar
stoic and his Public Works cronies, in the
end Jersey Girl tells us very little about its
personae. And while we’re piling on, there’s
the plot itself that needs reprimand. Ollie
must eventually wrestle with the tragic di-
lemma life has dealt him: stay in New Jersey
and ensure Gertie’s happiness, or go to New
York in search of his.

Now, in a critical sense, how things turn
out doesn’t much matter. Rather, it’s the fact
that Smith manages to broach this hot-but-
ton topic without conjecturing the least note-
worthy thing about it that cannot escape
scrutiny.

Without giving too much away, suffice it
to note that, as with most of his film, the
auteur chooses the safe path to resolve his
story’s primary conflict. Thus it follows that
while we anticipated Smith’s effort might say
something provocative, wise, funny or know-
ing about the third state to join the Union,
the best he does is pay lip service to the usual
shopworn notions. Which, to this Jersey boy,
is the most disappointing thing about Jersey
Girl. I’d say more, but then this is my exit.

* * * * * * *
J e r s ey  Gi r lJ e r s ey  Gi r lJ e r s ey  Gi r lJ e r s ey  Gi r lJ e r s ey  Gi r l,  rated PG-13, is a

Miramax Pictures release directed by
Kevin Smith and stars Ben Affleck,
Raquel Castro and Liv Tyler. Running
time: 102 minutes.

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mark your calendars for “““““AnAnAnAnAn
EEEEEvvvvvening ening ening ening ening WWWWWith ith ith ith ith The The The The The WWWWWestfield Sestfield Sestfield Sestfield Sestfield Sym-ym-ym-ym-ym-
phony Ophony Ophony Ophony Ophony Orrrrrchestrachestrachestrachestrachestra””””” on Saturday,
April 17, at Rahway’s Union County
Arts Center. The program will in-
clude the Shostakovich Chamber
Symphony and the Mozart Sym-
phony No. 40. The Center is located
at 1601 Irving Street, and tickets are
$25 to $60. Call for more informa-
tion: (732) 499-8226.

* * * * * * *
New Jersey author Arthur

Vanderbilt, 2nd will sign copies of
his latest book, “G“G“G“G“Gararararardening indening indening indening indening in
EEEEEden- den- den- den- den- The JThe JThe JThe JThe Joooooys of Pys of Pys of Pys of Pys of Planning andlanning andlanning andlanning andlanning and
TTTTTending a Gending a Gending a Gending a Gending a Garararararden,”den,”den,”den,”den,” at Reeves-Reed
Arboretum, 165 Hobart Avenue in
Summit, on Saturday, April 17, from
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. “Gardening in
Eden” was published to critical ac-
claim in 2003 by Simon & Schuster.
With a touch of humor, this “peren-
nial classic” is an inspiration for all
with a green thumb. Or without.
For more information, call (908)
273-8787.

* * * * * * *
The unbeatable and breathtaking

BBBBBranch Branch Branch Branch Branch Brrrrrook Cherrook Cherrook Cherrook Cherrook Cherry By By By By Blossomlossomlossomlossomlossom
FFFFFestivestivestivestivestivalalalalal will take place this y will take place this y will take place this y will take place this y will take place this yearearearearear
frfrfrfrfrom Fom Fom Fom Fom Fridayridayridayridayriday, A, A, A, A, April 16 to Spril 16 to Spril 16 to Spril 16 to Spril 16 to Sundayundayundayundayunday,,,,,
AAAAApril 25. pril 25. pril 25. pril 25. pril 25. You don’t have to travel to
D.C. to marvel at the glory of the
cherry blossoms. Branch Brook Park
boasts more than 2,700 Japanese
cherry trees and each year, and over
the three-week bloom period, many
free events take place, like the EssexEssexEssexEssexEssex
County BCounty BCounty BCounty BCounty Bloomfestloomfestloomfestloomfestloomfest, which includes
Japanese cultural activities, demon-
strations, performances, and arts and
crafts. Make the most of the “canopy
of petals” by entering the CherrCherrCherrCherrCherryyyyy
BBBBBlossom Blossom Blossom Blossom Blossom Bicyicyicyicyicycle Racecle Racecle Racecle Racecle Race or CherrCherrCherrCherrCherryyyyy
BBBBBlossom Rlossom Rlossom Rlossom Rlossom Rununununun, which raise money
to keep the park and the trees beau-
tiful. Call for more information:
(973) 643-1611.

* * * * * * *
The Coffee The Coffee The Coffee The Coffee The Coffee WWWWWith Conscienceith Conscienceith Conscienceith Conscienceith Conscience

ConcerConcerConcerConcerConcert St St St St Series of eries of eries of eries of eries of WWWWWestfieldestfieldestfieldestfieldestfield will
feature blues artist and underground
legend CarCarCarCarCaroline Aikenoline Aikenoline Aikenoline Aikenoline Aiken, who has
performed for more than thirty years,
and has been called the
“Earthmother of the Atlanta acous-
tic scene.” She was recently named
the “Best Acoustic Act” by Atlanta
Magazine. Vermont-based singer/
songwriter, Rachel Bissex, will open.
The performance will be held at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, 1 East Broad Street (cor-
ner of North Avenue), on Saturday,
April 17. Doors will open at 7:30
p.m. and the show begins at 8 p.m.
Admission is $12.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Arts Guild
streams of thought that is in the air that we
constantly breathe.”

“Instead of feeling comforted by these
obvious signs of not being alone, this web
becomes a wall that seems fairly common
in modern American society; a wall of
isolation and seclusion,” concluded Pucci.
“The web of text becomes attempted com-
munication, the struggle to express oneself
and the overheard pieces of conversations

that point to the distances between people
in our modern urban society.”

Gillman said that Dreyer, a Westfield
resident, brings her art training, which “is
grounded in experimentation,” to textiles.

When asked what motivates or inspires
her to create art, Dreyer explained to The
Leader/Times, “I’m excited about the way
tradition materials, such as fabrics and
threads, can be used in innovative ways to
discuss contemporary issues and ideas.”

Gillman commented on the “highly
textured, abstract explorations of ancient
artifacts and nature” demonstrated by San
Chirico of Toms River.

“After experimenting in various media
over many years, I discovered the richness
and texture that is inherent in mixed media
textile art,” San Chirico told The Leader/
Times. “I use disperse and natural dyes,
stitching and manipulation of cloth to
achieve the illusion of a patina of age.”

She explained,
“I am currently
working on two
series, one de-
picts ancient ru-
ins in various de-
grees of abstrac-
tion, and the
other shows
landscape ele-
ments, some of
which allude to
biological or mi-

croscopic forms observed or invented.”
“The work in this exhibit depicts

landscape elements simplified to in-
dividual elements. The pieces repre-
sent Fire, Lichen, Mica, Cave Paint-
ings and a Dry Lake,” concluded San
Chirico.

“As far as my own work is concerned, it
deals with the layers of memory, time and
a sense of loss.” said Gillman.

“I’m haunted by how easily we throw
away, tear down and rebuild – obliterating
the past, too often with no improve-
ment,” commented Gillman. “By re-us-
ing the fragments, I am giving them new
life.”

Wrapping up the key theme of “Take
Five,” Davis opined, “Each artist in this
show starts from the white cloth, much
as a writer faces the blank page or the
painter, the empty canvas. I think that
makes the work more personal and spe-
cific.”

“Take Five: Text & Textures” will be
available for viewing at The Arts Guild of
Rahway, 1670 Irving Street in Rahway,
on Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays
from 1 to 4 p.m. and on Thursdays from
1 to 3 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. Admission is
free.

For more information, please call the
Arts Guild of Rahway at (732) 381-7511
or visit www.rahwayartsguild.org.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Pippin at Union Catholic High School
drew and Nathalie, and one in “Prayer
for a Duck” with Theo (Alex Cortes).
The first was tender and poignant, the
second clever and cute.

Nathalie’s “I Guess I’ll Miss the Man”
featured a sweet/sour duality because of
her lovely, rich, vibrant low notes, mingled
with biting, sarcastic lyrics.

The finale was the philosophical cross-
roads for Pippin who makes a decision
that countless people have made.
Eduardo, as The Leading Player, gives

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEST CHOICE…At the show’s end, Catherine, Pippin, and the widow’s son,BEST CHOICE…At the show’s end, Catherine, Pippin, and the widow’s son,BEST CHOICE…At the show’s end, Catherine, Pippin, and the widow’s son,BEST CHOICE…At the show’s end, Catherine, Pippin, and the widow’s son,BEST CHOICE…At the show’s end, Catherine, Pippin, and the widow’s son,
Theo, find happiness despite the Leading Player’s taking away all of the accoutre-Theo, find happiness despite the Leading Player’s taking away all of the accoutre-Theo, find happiness despite the Leading Player’s taking away all of the accoutre-Theo, find happiness despite the Leading Player’s taking away all of the accoutre-Theo, find happiness despite the Leading Player’s taking away all of the accoutre-
ments of makeup, wigs, music, costumes and special lighting. Even in the harshnessments of makeup, wigs, music, costumes and special lighting. Even in the harshnessments of makeup, wigs, music, costumes and special lighting. Even in the harshnessments of makeup, wigs, music, costumes and special lighting. Even in the harshnessments of makeup, wigs, music, costumes and special lighting. Even in the harshness
of reality’s light, Pippin makes the choice of being happy with being “ordinary.”of reality’s light, Pippin makes the choice of being happy with being “ordinary.”of reality’s light, Pippin makes the choice of being happy with being “ordinary.”of reality’s light, Pippin makes the choice of being happy with being “ordinary.”of reality’s light, Pippin makes the choice of being happy with being “ordinary.”

Pippin a chance to be extraordinary at
the end of the show when the full com-
pany asks him to “Think about your
life—days are tame and nights the same.”
They tell him the “power and the glory
are here at your command.” Pippin has
to choose.

As the final bow was taken, the
musical’s message reminded the audi-
ence that each person could make his
own magic in mundane and ordinary
events of everyday life.

WSO ConcerWSO ConcerWSO ConcerWSO ConcerWSO Concert to St to St to St to St to Shohohohohowwwwwcasecasecasecasecase
NJMTNJMTNJMTNJMTNJMTA A A A A WWWWWinners on Ainners on Ainners on Ainners on Ainners on Aprprprprpr. 17. 17. 17. 17. 17

Constance Lin KaitaConstance Lin KaitaConstance Lin KaitaConstance Lin KaitaConstance Lin Kaita

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra’s (WSO) up-
coming concert will celebrate
the music of the classical masters
as well as showcasing the stars of
tomorrow during its next concert
on Saturday, April 17, at 8 p.m. at
the Union County Arts Center
(UCAC) in Rahway.

The concert will feature the
professional orchestra in per-
formances of Mozart’s Sym-
phony No. 40 and
Shostakovich’s Chamber
Symphony Op.110a. The tal-
ents of New Jersey’s up-and-
coming musical stars — the
winners of the New Jersey
Music Teachers Association (NJMTA)
2004 Concerto Competition – will also be
showcased.

The three featured pianists – winners of
their respective age categories in the com-
petition – will each perform a movement
from a well-known concerto with the WSO
musicians, under the direction of Music
Director David Wroe.

Andrew Nguyen, 17, of Cherry Hill
will perform the first movement of
Rachmaninov’s Piano Concerto No. 1.
Emily Choi, 12, of Tenafly will play the
first movement of Beethoven’s Piano
Concerto No. 1. Constance Lin Kaita,
9, of Manalapan will perform the first
movement of Haydn’s Piano Concerto
No. 1.

Maestro Wroe, who was eager to launch
this collaboration with the NJMTA, stated,
“I believe that part of the Westfield
Symphony’s role is to search out and nur-
ture the talent of tomorrow. The NJMTA
Concerto Competition featured serious tal-
ent. I am very proud to present these three
winners to our audience. I hope that this

will be the beginning of a long and fruitful
partnership between the symphony

and NJMTA.”
A free pre-concert discussion with

musicologist Joseph Orchard will
be offered before the concert at 7
p.m.

Tickets for the concert are $25 to
$60 with discounts for students

and senior citizens. Tickets can be
purchased at the WSO office at
224 East Broad Street in
Westfield or by calling the
WSO at (908) 232-9400.
Tickets may also be obtained
at the UCAC Box Office
located at 1601 Irving Street
in Rahway, by calling the

UCAC, or by ordering online at
www.westfieldsymphony.com.

Twenty-five dollar tickets are available at
the following ticket outlets: Lancaster Ltd.,
The Town Book Store, and Evalyn Dunn’s
Gallery in Westfield; Martin Jewelers in
Cranford; Beautiful Things in Scotch
Plains; and Frog Hollow in Cranford.

“Nori” by Joanne San Chirico, 32 x 20

“Infared” by Helene
Davis
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Fine Arts

Department of the Westfield Public
Schools will sponsor a series of 19
musical concerts scheduled for this
spring. The public is invited to at-
tend.

More than 2,300 students in
grades kindergarten through high
school will perform district-wide.
All concerts are free and will begin at
7:30 p.m. at the following schools:

• Wednesday, April 28 —
Westfield High School (WHS) Wind
Ensemble and Chamber Orchestra;

• Monday, May 10 – Tamaques
Elementary School Band and Vocal
Concert;

• Tuesday, May 11 — Franklin
Elementary School Band Concert;

• Thursday, May 13 — Wilson
Elementary School Band and Vocal
Concert in the Roosevelt Interme-
diate School (RIS) auditorium;

• Monday, May 17 — Franklin
Elementary School Vocal Concert;
and Southside Elementary Strings
in the Edison Intermediate School
(EIS) auditorium;

• Tuesday, May 18 — WHS Cho-
rale and Jazz Ensemble;

• Wednesday, May 19 — Jefferson
Elementary School Band and Vocal
Concert and McKinley Elementary
School Band and Vocal Concert;

• Thursday, May 20 — WHS
Symphony Orchestra and Concert
Band;

• Monday, May 24 — Northside
Elementary Strings in the RIS audi-
torium;

• Wednesday, May 26 — Wash-
ington Elementary School Band and
Vocal Concert and EIS Seventh and
Eighth Grade Vocal Concert;

• Wednesday, June 2 – EIS, “A
Night at the Opera;”

• Tuesday, June 8 — EIS Sev-
enth and Eighth Grade Instrumen-
tal Concert; and RIS Sixth, Sev-
enth and Eighth Grade Band Con-
cert;

• Wednesday, June 9 — WHS
All-City Elementary Concert;

• Tuesday, June 15 — RIS Sixth,
Seventh and Eighth Grade Choral
and Orchestra Concert; and on

• Wednesday, June 16 — RIS
Seventh Grade Choral and Select
Orchestra Concert.

SASASASASAVE THESE DAVE THESE DAVE THESE DAVE THESE DAVE THESE DATES!TES!TES!TES!TES!

and I truly wish that art would become
more of a focus in schools. Life energy
causes art. Creating art is a reaction to
what one experiences in life. It’s self-
expression. This needs to be taught in
schools,” he said.

A friend recently said to Cammon,
“Bill, you can’t just take your grandson
fishing and then paint all day,” to which
he replied, “why not?”

He said, “I end each day asking my-
self, ‘what touched me today? And who
did I touch?’”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Bill Cammon
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – A dinner/

dance fundraiser to support the Park
Middle School Seventh and Eighth
Grade Chorus will be held on Friday,
May 7, at the All Saints Episcopal
Church, 559 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

The adults-only event has been or-
ganized to raise funds to help finance
a June trip to Dorney Park, where the
chorus will participate in a regional
choral competition.

“The competition is a wonderful
opportunity for Park Middle School
and for Scotch Plains and Fanwood to
gain recognition for the great stu-
dents, faculty and music program we
have,” said Jennifer Sellman, Park
Middle School’s Chorus Instructor.

“All proceeds from the dinner/dance
will go towards paying for this trip,”
she noted.

Beginning at 7:30 p.m., the evening
will feature dancing to classic rock
cover music performed by the band,
“Free Radicals,” as well as a Chinese
auction of donations from local ven-
dors.

The cost is $25 per person, which
includes a buffet dinner, beverages and
a raffle ticket. Attendees are asked to
bring their own alcohol. The chorus
members will provide dessert.

For more information, to purchase
tickets, or to arrange for tables, or to
advertise in the event journals (ads are
$25 each), please contact Paul
Lavenhar at (908) 889-8888.

crowd, or a combination of all three fac-
tors, remains unclear.

Everything just came together nicely,
and it was a bit odd to leave and head
upstairs to find that one was still in Scotch
Plains.

The exhibit, which is free, will continue
through Wednesday, April 21. Library
hours are 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday through
Thursday, and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and
Saturday.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Robert Cole
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With Susan M. Dougherty

Continued on PContinued on PContinued on PContinued on PContinued on Page 17age 17age 17age 17age 17

BBBBBill Cammon: ill Cammon: ill Cammon: ill Cammon: ill Cammon: TTTTTouchingouchingouchingouchingouching
LivLivLivLivLives and Ces and Ces and Ces and Ces and Crrrrreating Areating Areating Areating Areating Arttttt
By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORTBy KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORTBy KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORTBy KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORTBy KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Back in 1991,
when downsizing at IBM forced Union
resident Bill Cammon to take a look at
his life, the husband and father of two
did not see the change as a problem.
He embraced it. He welcomed it.

Instead of thinking how much
money he needed to live, he chose
instead to think, “How little? And,
how can I live the life I want to live?”

The answer came to Bill through his
passion for painting. And drawing.
And sketching. And teaching. The
professional artist who excels at pas-
tels, also works with watercolor, oil
and charcoal and believes that the
subject matter dictates the medium
with which he will create his art.

While most artists limit their inter-
views to discussion of their artwork,
Cammon’s conversation with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times turned into an
exploration about art, passion and the
meaning of life.

Now a fulltime painter, Cammon is
having a ball.

“It is so much fun to continue to
peel away at the mysteries of life,” he
told The Leader/The Times.

A member of The Westfield Art
Association (WAA), Cammon also
teaches a pastel class at the Newark
Museum of Art. He feels that teaching
makes him a better artist as it forces
him to continue to explore the beauty
and complexities of life.

He has converted his garage into a
professional art studio, complete with
heat, air conditioning and a changing
room for his subjects. He is passionate
about portraiture, as the living form,
particularly the face, telegraphs secrets
and emotions not always visible to the
naked eye.

“The artist will not accept life as
others do,” he explained. “The artist
asks ‘why’? Does it really look like this?
Is the sky really this blue? A passionate
artist needs to document things, inter-
pret things and then, get a witness.”

Cammon stated that viewers of art
are actually part of the process, much
like an audience at live theatre. The
viewer has the freedom to interpret a
piece of art in any way they choose.

“The art is never about me,” he said.
Cammon is also a member of the

West Essex Art Association, the Fair
Lawn Art Association, the Art Center
of New Jersey and The Arts Students
League in New York City. He has been
the recipient of several awards, includ-
ing Best in Show at WAA, and has
been honored with several one-man
shows, most recently at the Patterson
Museum and the Union Library.

He is currently at work preparing
for a September show at the Madison
Library.

Cammon’s work is currently on dis-
play at The Divine Café in Scotch
Plains and he told The Leader/The
Times that he loves being a local artist.

“I love to inspire children to paint

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS –
Disney World is not the only
place to find magic. Plenty of it
was in the air in Scotch Plains
on Saturday night when the
Union Catholic Performing Arts
Company presented its closing
night performance of Stephen
Schwartz’ musical, Pippin.

In the opening number when the
company sang, “We’ve got Magic to
do,” they weren’t kidding. That open-
ing couldn’t have been any stronger
with the Leading Player (Eduardo
Hernandez) and the 21 white-gloved
players in black lighting. Eduardo’s
electricity was fueled by his superior
stage presence, expressive voice, and
acrobatic dance moves.

In some versions of Pippin, the play-
ers, usually a dozen in number, sport
bizarre gray, black and white make-up.
The mime approach is effective, but
the actors are virtually unrecogniz-
able. Director Maryann Carolan and
assistant Tracy Doherty were wise to
let the teens merely dab splotches of
color, or glitter, or some whiteface, but
not so much as to disguise themselves
completely with greasepaint.

This magical company has to be
commended for its professional qual-
ity. It was amazing how 21 players, and
28 chorus members could dash onto
the black and white stage simulta-
neously to be in place in a 10-second

blackout.
Bounding up or down the ramps to

the multi-tiered boxes on stage left and
right was no mean feat. These actors
knew they had come to do a job, that
of entertaining, and that’s just what
they did.

Pippin’s two-pronged dilemma is
one faced by many adolescents; first he
wants to be extraordinary in life, and
second, he wants to fix the ills of
society that his father has created, or at
least perpetuated.

“I want to be where my spirit can
run free — gotta find my corner of the
sky” sings Pippin, well played by An-
drew Timmes, a junior from Colonia.
Pippin has been to college and now
wants to go off to war with his father
and the soldiers.

In a scintillatingly sarcastic song,
“War is a Science,” sung by Pippin’s
father King Charlemagne (Joe Torella)
the clever, witty lyrics are delivered
with gusto. The original stage play had
one long bench in this number, but in
this version there were three rows of
benches. A few too many dancers
crowded the Union Catholic stage,
but who wouldn’t want to be in a Bob
Fosse dance number?

Choreographer Emily Eger toned
down many of the suggestive, overtly

sexual moves from Fosse’s original cho-
reography, yet this did not minimize
the impact of the dances by some very
accomplished dancers.

“Simple Joys” were what the audi-
ence felt in seeing Leading Player

Eduardo skip,
dance and
prance like a kit-
ten with catnip
while singing
breathlessly —
never missing a
beat. He was a
Ben Vereen, the
originator of the
role, and more.

When Pippin
decided to go to
the countryside
to visit his grand-
mother Berthe,
the 67-year-old

granny, played by underclassman
Lauren Maseda, suggested that he do
some “frolicking” in order to find him-
self. With her “No Time at All” num-
ber featuring an energetic band of
boys, Lauren proved that she has a
powerful voice as she belted out “Oh,
it’s time to start livin’.”

The accompanying ballet scene’s
choreography, like some of the other
choices, was tastefully done with just
a hint of Pippin experimenting with
lifestyle. Andrew was joined by three
of the show’s best dancers. At the end
of the number, the full company hoists
a bewildered protagonist over their
heads and twirls him around, with
intricate, frenetic, fevered choreogra-
phy that was breathtaking. After this
romp with “the world,” Pippin is still
left feeling empty.

In the segment entitled “Revolu-

tion,” Pippin’s stepmother Fastrada
(Katie Czado) and Lewis, (Brian

DeOliveira) Pippin’s half brother, had
their own frolicking in “Spread a
Little Sunshine” where Katie dis-
played she could deliver a difficult
song with her strong vocal quality
and loads of flirtatious charm.

A highlight of Act I that is reprised
at the start of Act II is “Morning
Glow.” Emotionally, it is a moving
scene since it takes place moments
after Pippin has committed fratricide.
The audience was treated to the sound
of around 40 teens singing full voice

under the leadership of music director
Larry Rothweiler.

Act II takes a turn in tone with the
entrance of a widow, Catherine, played
by senior Nathalie Cortes. With flash-
ing smile and winsome ways, she is
able to persuade Pippin to stay with
her and her son, Theo, for six months.

Two magical moments happened
— one in “Love Song” between An-

“Connections #1” by Barbara Pucci,
39 x 30.5, $950

“Abundance” by Joan Dreyer, 32.5
x 34, $775

“Anniversary Waltz” by Rayna
Gilman
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – The Arts Guild of
Rahway invited mixed media artist
Rayna Gillman to curate an exhibi-
tion of inventive fiber art creations
and the West Orange resident re-
sponded by contacting four other
artists, whom she holds in high es-
teem, Helene Davis, Joan Dreyer of
Westfield, Barbara Pucci and Joanie
San Chirico.

“While each has a distinct approach
and unique voice, the work is con-
nected by texture, color and mark-
making, as we alter the surface of the
cloth with dyes, paints, stitches, can-
vas, paper, and collage,” stated
Gillman. “Many of the pieces incor-
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porate architectural elements, and
explore both the past and the emo-
tions that link us to society.”

Each artist, according to Gillman,
brings something different to the
exhibition, which will remain open
until Friday, April 16.

For example, Gillman believes that
Davis, a master colorist and ceramic

artist from Millburn, “translates her
magnificent glazes and abstract de-
signs to cloth.”

Davis told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, “I use dyes, screen-printing

and the stitch to explore the darks and
lights of life, capturing for myself the
emotion of a particular moment in
time.”

Gillman noted that Pucci, a
printmaker and photographer resid-
ing in New York City, “projects a
surrealist sensibility with graphic ele-
ments and paint.”

“As an artist living and working in
New York City, I am surrounded by a
constant and unrelenting urban ca-
cophony,” Pucci told The Leader/
Times. “I use this personal experience
as a template for the environment of
an archetypical individual in modern
America.”

Further commenting on her work,
Pucci added, “The Empathy Series
explores this environment by visually
exposing a web woven with threads of
conversations, opinions, arguments,
sirens, machinery, as well as one’s own
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Book Sense, a national marketing
organization that supports indepen-
dent booksellers, has released a list of
their top 10 suggestions
for Easter and Passover
books.

Topping the list is
“The Country Bunny
and the Little Gold
Shoes” by Du Bose
Heyward (Houghton
Mifflin). This story,
geared toward ages 4 to
8, tells how a country
bunny became the Eas-
ter Bunny. First pub-
lished in 1939, this story has much to
teach today.

Also on the list is “The Easter
Rabbit’s Parade,” by Lois Lenski (Ran-
dom House). Released just this past
January and targeted for
ages 4 to 8, this is the
tale of how a bunch of
farm animals work to
make Easter extra spe-
cial for the little girl who
feeds them and watches
over them.

It’s the day of the Eas-
ter Egg Hunt. Who will
win the prize? Will it be
Max or his sister, Ruby?
You’ll find out when you read “Max’s
Chocolate Chicken” by Rosemary
Wells (Puffin, 2000).

For middle grade readers, “The

Tale of Three Trees” by Angela Elwell
Hunt (an older book reprinted by
Faithkidz in 2001) is a an inspira-
tional folktale about the trees that
became Jesus Christ’s manger, His

fishing boat and His
cross.

Passover books se-
lected by Book Sense
include “Wonders and
Miracles: A Passover
Companion” by Eric
Kimmel (Scholastic,
2004). Three thousand
years of Jewish history
is represented by the
artwork in this book,
which includes Pass-

over songs and prayers. Although
targeted towards the early elemen-
tary age reading level, this book would
also make a nice gift for middle grade
readers.

“A Pickles Passover”
by Richie Chevat
(Simon Spotlight/
Nickelodeon, 2003)
uses the antics of the
Rugrats gang to tell the
story of Passover.

The Book Sense
2004 Easter and Pass-
over list was developed
in collaboration with
the Association of

American Publisher’s “Get Caught
Reading” program, which features
celebrities reading their favorite
books.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Musical
Club of Westfield will present its
April program on Wednesday,
April 14, at 1 p.m. at the First
Baptist Church, 170 Elm Street
in Westfield.

Featured will be Barbara
Krause, mezzo-soprano, per-
forming “This Day is Mine” by
Harriet Ware, “Music, When
Soft Voices Die” by Ernest Gold,
“We’ll To the Woods and
Gather May” by Charles
Griffes, and “Pace, Pace, Mio Dio”
from Verdi’s opera La Forza Del
Destino.

Marie-Danièle Mercier will ac-
company Krause.

Pianist Sanja Ratkovic will per-
form three Nocturnes by Frederic
Chopin: Opus 27 No. 1 in C-sharp
Minor; Opus 2, No. 2 in D-flat

Minor, and Opus 55, No. 1 in F
Minor.

Nancy Deutsch and Nancy
Nelson DiSisto will perform vo-
cal duets: “In His Hands” by
Mendelssohn, “Sull’Aria” from
Mozart’s opera The Marriage
of Figaro, and “Sous le Dôme
Épais” from Léo Delibes’ op-
era Lakmé.

Accompanying them will
be Beverly Thomson Shea.

The public is invited and
refreshments will be served.

The Musical Club provides schol-
arships to assist college students
who are majoring in music and
indicate financial need.

For more information on active
or associate membership, please con-
tact the membership chairperson at
(908) 232-2173.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – Last week,
the Scotch Plains Public Library re-
sembled SoHo during the opening of
a three-week exhibition of photographs
by township resident Robert Cole.

Judging by the ambience and the
turnout at the opening night reception
on March 30, this type of event should
be repeated as often as possible.

More than 60 of Cole’s photographs
are included in the library’s exhibition
called “Defying Gravity,” which is
presented in the lower-level Bertha
Curran Community Room. Subject
matter, which ranges from post-9/11
Lower Manhattan and anti-war pro-
tests, to formal and informal portraits

of individuals, as well as a variety of
interesting, slice-of-life big city scenes,
are all rich in deep colors.

Several photos of Ground Zero,
which were taken in the immediate
aftermath of the attacks, as well as
simple shot of a white-sided building
with a white-painted fire escape ex-
tending past a red-draped window,
were among those that were the most
attention-grabbing pieces.

Scotch Plains Library Director Meg
Kolaya organized a two-hour opening
night program that was classy and
tasteful and enjoyable. Cole’s photo-
graphs lined the white walls of the

room while guests — who numbered
about 70, by Kolaya’s estimate —
mingled and conversed, enjoyed light
refreshments and took time to exam-
ine Cole’s work.

Glossy programs and invitations to
the evening were printed by Kean Uni-
versity in Union, where Cole serves as
the Director of University Relations.

The atmosphere downstairs at the
library last week somehow managed to
evoke that of a high-end art gallery one
might find in a big city. Whether it was
the lighting, the murmur of conversa-
tion, the casual but smartly dressed


