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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Westfield Remembers Those Lost on 9/11 with New Memorial
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A short prayer service was held
and Dr. Theodore Schlosberg played
Taps at 9 a.m. on Friday morning,
beginning the 33-hour vigil at The
September 11th Memorial Park on
the corner of North Avenue and East
Broad Street.

Members of the Westfield Volun-
teer Rescue
Squad, Westfield
Police and Fire
D e p a r t m e n t s
stood honor guard
for the 33-hours.
Changing every
hour, the guards
stood motionless
and silent through
the night, and all
day Saturday un-
til the dedication
ceremony began
at 6 p.m. that
evening.

The families of
the victims being
remembered were
seated on the
lawn, while the
rest of the crowd
numbering over
1,000 people
stood behind the
rows of chairs,
along East Broad
Street and North
Avenue.

“We have cre-
ated a park of re-
membrance that
we hope will also
serve as a special
place for reflec-
tion, peace and
renewal,” said
Janis Weinstein,
Chairperson of the
Memorial Park
Committee. “It
(the park) grew out
of the love, admi-
ration and respect
that we hold for
the 12 men whom
we honor tonight
and the families
who have so
bravely carried on in their names.”

Next, Ms. Weinstein introduced
Mayor Gregory McDermott.

“Our painful journey has brought
greater meaning to our daily lives and
deeper appreciation for the community
we call home,” said Mayor McDermott.

“It is a gift for Westfield, from
Westfield, for those in this commu-
nity of neighbors that we will never
forget,” he said.

Sally Cohen-Alameno spoke as
the representative of the Westfield
families, “Our town has now been
tested twice on the 11th day of Sep-
tember, and again the people of
Westfield have come together to com-
fort, honor life and remember.”

“We will never forget those we
loved, and we will never forget the
love that built this park. It has al-
ready brought us some measure of
peace,” she told the crowd.

There was one minute of silence,
which was followed by the reading
of the 12 names of Westfield resi-
dents. As each name was read, the
Mayor and his wife, Andrea, laid a
white rose at each person’s stone,
and the bell of the First United Meth-
odist Church was rung four times for
each person.

The design, funding, materials and
labor for the
memorial were
all donated by
residents and
businesses in the
community. Ar-
chitect Mark
Fischbach de-
signed the
monuments and
the landscape
design was done
by Craig Stock.

The commit-
tee also included
Mrs. Cohen-
Alameno, Bar-
bara Ball, Sal
Caruana, Sherry
Cronin, David
Foltz, Mrs.
M c D e r m o t t ,
Jane Sentivan
and Renee
Trabert.

Five other
names were in-
cluded in the
program as
Westfield’s ex-
tended family.
Port Authority
Police Officer
a n d
Mountainside
resident An-
thony Infanti;
Jason Jacobs,
whose parents
live in
Westfield; NY
Fire Fighter
Michael Lynch,
whose sister is a
Westfield resi-
dent; Port Au-
thority Police
Officer, and St.
Helen’s  Church

parishoner, James Nelson; and Scotch
Plains Resident Mark Rothenberg.

Twelve monuments line the walk-
way, each with the name of one of the
residents of Westfield who died on
September 11, 2001. In the center of
the park is the glass spire, etched
with the names of all of the victims
from the World Trade Center, Penta-
gon and Flight 93.

A plaque, which tells each visitor
why the memorial was erected, ap-
pears beneath the flagpole. The bot-
tom of the plaque reads, “Hope,
Peace, Renewal.”

Towards the end of the ceremony,
the spire was lit as vocalists from
Westfield High School sang God
Bless America. Though at the time of
the ceremony, it was still too light
out, as it got darker, the spire shone
brightly in blue-green, giving life to
the over 3,000 names etched in glass.
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