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          Fred K.Lecomte for The Times
IN TIME FOR SCHOOL OPENING…New sidewalk and parking lot construction is proceeding on time at the Park
Middle School in Scotch Plains.
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Tree, Vegetation Experts Offer Advice, Tips
While Drought Continues to Plague State

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Due to continuing drought condi-
tions throughout New Jersey, the
Commissioner of the Department of

Environmental Protection (DEP),
Bradley M. Campbell, announced,
on August 20, additional restrictions
on water usage.

The drought, which has plagued
New Jersey on and off for several
years, has been upgraded by the DEP
to the rank of “emergency status,”
the highest level used to measure a
drought’s severity.

According to the DEP website,
Mr. Campbell was quoted as saying,
“Eight of the last 12 months were the
driest ever recorded in New Jersey
history.”

This summer was the third hottest
recorded in 108 years, according to
information published by the Na-
tional Weather Service.

Although New Jersey’s reservoirs
returned to “at or above normal lev-
els” status in April, they have contin-
ued to decline with the continuation
of very hot weather and record low
rainfalls the DEP reported. The nor-
mal water storage level for this time
of year is approximately 92 percent,
while the current level is only at 78
percent, according to Erin Reilly,
press spokesperson for Elizabethtown
Water Company.

Stream flows and groundwater lev-
els have dropped to record lows in
the past 12 months, and 18 out of the
past 22 months have had below nor-
mal rainfall, according to the DEP’s
drought status website.

The modified restrictions include

a statewide ban on outdoor water use
including lawn watering and wash-
ing vehicles. Limited outdoor water
use is allowed for trees, plant
beddings and newly laid sod associ-
ated with new construction.

Watering of vegetation other than
lawns will continue on an odd-even
basis with some exceptions. Addi-
tionally, the serving of water in res-
taurants, unless requested, continues
to be prohibited, the DEP announced.
Outdoor use of water for ornamental
or aesthetic purposes, including foun-
tains, waterfalls and reflecting pools
also continues to be prohibited.

On Friday, Mr. Campbell issued a
letter to local enforcement authori-
ties, emphasizing the drought emer-
gency status and the importance of
enforcing the drought restrictions.
Penalties may include fines of $1,000
or imprisonment.

Some businesses that rely on water
have been the hardest hit by the
drought. Greenhouses, nurseries and
small farms have been struggling to
keep their heads above the lack of
water.

Randall Miller, Manager of Parker
Greenhouses in Scotch Plains told
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
that, with water restrictions in place,

homeowners are less likely to pur-
chase new plantings. It is important
for the public to realize that new
plantings, new sod and even older
trees can be watered on odd-even
days, he explained.

Mr. Miller said that he has been
seeing an increasing number of trees
showing signs of severe dehydration
this summer because many
homeowners may not realize they
are permitted to water on odd-even
days.

The signs of dehydration to watch
for, according to Mr. Miller, include
leaves falling off prior to the fall
months and small branches breaking
off. By the time larger branches dry
out and crumble, it may be too late to
save a dying tree, he said.

Plants and trees should be watered
in the morning, when it is cooler out,
Mr. Miller advised. Watering at night
can lead to diseases, such as fungal
problems. He added that a thorough
watering, which saturates the ground,
is more beneficial than just a sprin-
kling everyday.

“Mulching can also help by keep-
ing the ground water from evaporat-
ing,” he suggested.

Gary Venitelli, one of the partners

BOE Okays
Concept One

For Field Plan
By JENNIFER PINTO
Specially Written for The Times

During the August 29 public
meeting of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, the
board changed its decision regard-
ing the layout for the “Field of
Dreams” Shared Services project.

The board had originally decided
on Concept Two during the August
15 meeting. The plan incorporated
one adult-size-field and one little
league field. However, Thursday’s
decision to implement Concept One
will include one adult baseball field
and two little league fields.

Concept One is also the plan that
both the Scotch Plains Township
Council and the Fanwood Borough
Council had decided on prior to the
Shared Services meeting, which
was held on August 21.

During the meeting, the full
board received a presentation from
Bob Lions of Killam Associates,
along with recommendations for
Concept One from Ed Zazzali,
Chairman of the Scotch Plains Rec-
reation Department, explaining
why Concept One would be the
most effective choice.

Mr. Zazzali often reiterated how
Scotch Plains and Fanwood need
the maximum number of fields and
that the extra little league field
would provide them more flexibil-
ity. After a two-hour discussion,
board members changed their
minds and opted for Concept One.

In other business, a bid has been
awarded to Kyle Conti Construc-
tion of South Plainfield for im-
provement of fields at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School in the
amount of $545,375. The repairs
on the high school varsity baseball
field will cost $387,775 and re-
pairs for the varsity softball field
will cost $157,600.

According to Board Secretary
and Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi, a $3,000 survey
and cost of an architect has added
an additional cost of around
$30,000 to the project.

Mr. Del Sordi also gave the board
and members of the public a con-
struction update on the district
schools.

“I visited all the sites…and as I
reported at the past few meetings,
we will open on the ninth of Sep-
tember,” said Mr. Del Sordi. “A
number of multipurpose rooms will
not be completed.”

Bill Sheppard for The Times
TRY YOUR LUCK…Youngsters and those young at heart tried their luck at prizes and games during the annual Italian
Festival in Scotch Plains. The festivities were sponsored by St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church last
weekend.

Bill Sheppard for The Times
SACRED PROCESSION…Bundles of red and white carnations and other
arrangements were carried during a procession at the festival on Monday,
which included a statue of St. Nicholas, the Bishop of Myra, who is known by
Roman Catholics as a miracleworker.

Bill Sheppard for The Times
PAISANS…Reverend Donald
Hummel, left, joined Congressman
Mike Ferguson for some delicious Ital-
ian food and fun at the township’s
annual festival.

Mrs. Malool Appointed to Fill
Vacant Township Council Seat

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Nancy Malool was appointed to
fill the vacancy on the Scotch Plains
Township Council on Tuesday
evening. By a 3-1 party line vote, the
Republican-controlled council, at the
start of its conference meeting, named
Mrs. Malool to the seat vacated last
month when Councilman Guy
Celentano resigned.

In nominating Mrs. Malool, who
was among three candidates submit-
ted to the council by the township’s
Republican Committee, Deputy
Mayor Frank Rossi said
she “has wide commu-
nity service experi-
ence” and noted her
seven years as chief
legislative aide to the
late State Assembly-
man Alan Augustine.

After Mrs. Malool’s
appointment was ap-
proved by the council,
with Democratic
Councilwoman Geri
M. Samuel voting “no,”
Mrs. Malool was sworn
into office by Township Attorney
Douglas Hansen.

A public swearing-in will be held
at the council’s regular meeting next
Tuesday.

Mrs. Malool, who has already
signed on as a council candidate this
fall, will now run as an incumbent

Nancy Malool

along with Councilman Rossi and
Carolyn Sorge, whose name had also
been submitted for consideration as
Mr. Celentano’s replacement.

The three Republi-
cans will face Demo-
cratic challengers
George Gowen and
Shelia Ellington and
Councilwoman Samuel
in November.

In other matters,
Mayor Martin Marks
has sent a letter to State
Assemblyman Gerald
Green outlining several
issues the Mayor feels
that Mr. Green should
address in the State Leg-

islature. Late last month, Mr. Green
sent a letter to the Mayor asking for
his input on ways that the Assembly-
man could assist his Scotch Plains
constituents.

Mr. Marks, in his letter, said he
was disappointed that the State Legis-
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Fanwood Officials to Remember
Victims of September 11 Tragedy

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Council will mark
the one-year anniversary of the tragic
events of last September 11 with a
resolution in remembrance of the
victims, while also honoring the
American spirit, it was decided at
Tuesday’s agenda meeting.

In addition, Mayor Louis Jung
announced that a service will be held
on the Village Green in Scotch Plains
next Wednesday, September 11, at 7
p.m.

Mayor Jung also said he was
pleased with the continued success
of KIDS Sprint, part of CONTACT
We Care’s annual 5K Race events,
which he noted “has been growing
every year.”

He stated that future enhancements
will include “a bigger time frame”
for the sprint and an opportunity for
the “older kids to be in charge,” as it
was noted they are interested in tak-
ing on this responsibility.

It was reported that a severe black
mold infestation has forced a
Fanwood homeowner to vacate her
residence. To address the need for
temporary housing, Borough Attor-
ney Mark Peck presented an agree-
ment that would allow the resident to
park a mobile home on the property
while work is being done to remedy
the health threatening situation. Cur-
rently, mobile homes are prohibited
throughout the borough.

An alarming number of different
mold types was found within the
house and furnishings and may re-
quire total demolition of the struc-
ture.

Mr. Peck also proposed an ordi-
nance to establish this exception if
similar situations arise in the future.
Officials discussed the time limits of
this proposed ordinance and decided
that the initial permit would cover a
four-month period and, if required,

an extension would be granted for an
additional four months. Any further
time must be requested directly from
the council.

Borough Engineer Richard
Marsden reported the results of a
survey on Woodland Avenue. It was
determined that “a lot of work needs
to be done” and that, rather than
resurfacing, the area will instead re-
quire “reconstruction.”

He assured the council that this
work would not interfere with the
already scheduled fall leaf pickup
and would be arranged around such
dates. Mr. Marsden also stated that a
resurfacing package has been estab-
lished for First, Third and Farley
Avenues and that “a bid needs to go
out” for work on Sheelen’s Crossing.

A resident has requested a play
area for young children at Carriage
House Park on Watson Road. Coun-
cilman Michael Brennan pointed out
that this park is designated as a “pas-
sive park” and the addition of a play-
ground would change its status to an
“active park.”

Councilman Thomas Ryan, Jr. said
he felt it should remain a passive
park, while Council President Joel
Whitaker remarked that if a play area
is not added, than its classification
should be changed to an arboretum.

Recreation, Shade Tree and Public
Works representatives will all be
asked for their feedback.

A lengthy discussion took place
on a proposed resolution regarding a
Constitutional Convention to address
property tax reform. It concluded
with a rejection of the current draft
of the resolution and a decision to
discuss the subject again in October.

Area organizations are once again
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BACK TO SCHOOL, BOOKS GALORE…Elizabeth Homer of Scotch Plains, center, and her teammates get a jump on
the academic workload for the upcoming school year at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School, an independent coeducational,
college preparatory community for students in Pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade in Edison. The 10th grade
classmates got their books after soccer practice one day in late August.
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RON BANSKY
715 CENTRAL AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
908 301 0711

Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater, New Jersey.
Allstate Life Insurance Company, Home Office: Northbrook, Illinois.
© 2002 Allstate Insurance Company

You’re in good hands.

NEW POST…Guidance Counselor
and former Scotch Plains resident
Steve Steinbergher joined Xaverian
from Hingham High School in
Hingham, Mass., where he was a Guid-
ance Intern and assistant track coach.
Before his position with Hingham
High, he was a residential childcare
counselor for the Home for Little
Wanderers in Boston, where he was
responsible for implementing direct
care for 16 adolescent boys. His lead-
ership activities serving youths in-
cludes being the district executive for
the Cincinnati, Ohio region of the Boy
Scouts of America. Here, he was re-
sponsible for overseeing 52 Boy Scout
units and coordinating efforts of 3,000
volunteers. He has also served as the
head cross-country coach at
Talawanda Middle School in Oxford,
Ohio. This fall, he will graduate with
a Masters in School Guidance Coun-
seling from Cambridge College in
Cambridge, Mass. He earned a Bach-
elor of Science in English Education
from Miami University in Oxford,
Ohio. He currently lives in Braintree,
Mass.

New Plans For South Ave. Circle
Eyed By Dept. of Transportation

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Last Thursday,
representatives were on hand from
the New Jersey State Department of
Transportation (NJDOT) to discuss
plans for the South
Avenue Circle in
Westfield.

Property owners had
been notified of the
meeting by certified
mail and other repre-
sentatives from the
town were present to
weigh access changes.

John Jones, Super-
visor of Access Design
for NJDOT, explained
that driveways, which
are not in conformance
with state standards,
had to be changed.
Property owners have
30 days from receipt of the letter to
appeal the decision in writing.

According to Neil Topia, who is in
charge of engineering and consult-
ing for the project, the Town of
Westfield had rejected the state’s
proposal of converting the circle into
a T-intersection. Instead, the state
has planned for a modern round-
about with a coordinated signal sys-
tem.

The traffic lights at North Avenue

and East Broad Street, South Avenue
and West Broad Street, and South
Avenue and Westfield Avenue will
all be coordinated.

Under the new plan, Watterson
Street will be moved to the west so

that it does not enter directly into the
circle. The yield signs will stay in
place and cars in the circle have the
right of way.

Westfield Avenue will remain a
one-way from South Avenue to First
Street. However, cars will not be able
to turn left from South Avenue, and
drivers exiting the cleaners onto
Westfield Avenue will be able to turn
right onto South Avenue.

The islands will also be expanded,
creating larger dividers coming into

the circle. In addition, the ramp from
North Avenue onto East Broad Street
will be narrowed to one lane and the
World War I monument island will
be expanded.

Cars coming from West Broad
Street, turning right
onto South Avenue, will
no longer be able to turn
right on red. The signal
at South and Westfield
Avenues will remain as
a pedestrian light.

There will also be
new traffic lights in-
stalled by the firehouse,
where the fire depart-
ment can stop traffic
when they are pulling
out.

Dan Sullivan, Vice
President of The
Westfield Rescue

Squad, questioned the revised access
to Watterson Street. He stated his
concern that the ambulances would
not be able to access their driveway
from South Avenue. He also sug-
gested a signal similar to the one
planned for the firehouse, as traffic
backs up between West Broad Street
and Westfield Avenue, making it dif-
ficult for the ambulance to maneuver.

Mr. Topia stated that he needed the
specifications for the vehicles, and
that the no turn on red regulation
coming from West Broad Street
should alleviate the traffic. He said
that the issues can be looked into.

During the course of the meeting,
Traffic, Parking and Transportation
Committee Chairman and Second
Ward Councilman Rafael Betancourt,
said that the state had not taken into
account the plans for the parking
deck on South Avenue, and the change
in traffic patterns that will occur.

A conversation also ensued regard-
ing making Westfield Avenue a two-
way from South Avenue to First
Street. The state representatives, who
were present at the meeting, said that
it is not in their jurisdiction and
deferred the issue to the town.

The project is due to begin con-
struction in the spring of 2004.

SUSAN CHECCHIO
Sales Associate

NJAR Million Dollar Club - Gold Level 2001
E mail:  suechecchio@coldwellbanker.com

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555  ext. 199
(908) 301-2014  Direct Line

EXPERIENCE  •  TRUST  •  RELIABILITY

Buying or selling a home requires a creative,
pro-active, full service system.

“Sue provides a level of service unlike most others.  Her attention to detail, negotiating ability
and dedication have served her clients well,” stated Michael Scott, Manager

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
thers expect more.
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Tree, Vegetation Experts Offer
Advice As Drought Continues

 

National “Exemplary School” for Upper School laptop in-
tegration into curriculum 
National winner Alan Shepard Technology in Education 
award 
Intentionally small classes, PK-12  
Enriched curriculum 
Award winning teachers 
100% College Placement including Dartmouth, Lehigh, 
Loyola, Northwestern, Rutgers, St. Joseph’s, Trinity, Tufts, 
U Penn, U Richmond 
Involved, engaged, diverse student body 

 
Visit our website 

 

at 
 

www.whschool.org 
 

or call us at 
 

908-754-1882 
 

to 
 

schedule a tour. 

1295 Inman Avenue, Edison, New Jersey 08820 

Lauren S. Pass for The Times
ROUND ABOUT…Vehicles pour through the South Avenue Circle
from Watterson Street. According to the State Department of
Transportation, the circle will be reconstructed starting in the
spring of 2004. Watterson Street will be moved to the west.
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Concept One

of Don’s Tree Service, has also no-
ticed more dehydrated and dying
trees this summer.

“A large tree’s root system is as
wide as its canopy,” Mr. Venitelli
pointed out. “For this reason, it is
difficult to adequately water a very
large tree.”

“Keeping trees pruned and mulch-
ing can help, but adequate water is
the most important ingredient to a
tree’s health,” he stated. “Dry, weak
trees are more susceptible to insect
damage.”

“When the ground is hard and dry,
the water rolls right off and doesn’t
seep into the tree roots,” said Scott
Erhlicher, a supervisor with the
Westfield Department of Public
Works. For that reason, a long steady
rainfall is more beneficial than a
short downpour.

“We’ve lost a few of the 75 trees
that we planted this spring,” Mr.
Ehrlicher reported.

He said that some species of trees
can handle the drought better than
other species.

“We really won’t know which trees
will survive this drought until the
spring. It will depend on whether we
have a dry or wet fall,” he said.

As far as the park fields are con-
cerned, overuse is much more dam-
aging than dry weather, Mr. Ehrlicher
stated.

Some trees have very deep roots,
such as the mighty oak and tulip tree,
explained Martin Schmiede, owner
of Schmiede Landscapers. They are
less susceptible to drought because
their roots reach down into the water
table. While other trees, such as sweet
gum and maple, have shallow roots
and need ground water saturation, he
added. In addition to watering early
in the morning, he advised hoeing
and tilling the ground to improve
water absorption around the roots.

Ray Poerio, Director of Recre-
ation in Scotch Plains, said that the
lower fall temperatures should help

the foliage and improve the dam-
age done by the severely hot sum-
mer.

All of the landscapers suggested
that homeowners call their local nurs-
ery or tree service if they have any
questions about caring for their
plantings and trees.

Additional drought restrictions
and regulations can be found on the
DEP’s drought website,
www.njdrought.org, or by calling
the DEP at (800) 448-7379.

“The media center at Terrill will
be completed by November first,”
Mr. Del Sordi explained.

According to Mr. Del Sordi, the
construction will continue through
the Labor Day weekend all the way
through school opening. He also
mentioned that the Park Middle
School construction project is ac-
tually six months ahead of sched-
ule.

“I am very confident that every-
thing we planned for the Septem-
ber opening will be complete,” he
said.

Erik Rosenmeier, Health and
Physical Education Curriculum Su-
pervisor, discussed the health and
physical education curriculum for
grades K-5.

A new puberty educational tape,
“Always Changing About You: A
Fifth Grade Puberty Program,”
was approved by the board. A
letter about this tape will be sent
to the parents of all fifth grade
students during the first week of
school.

The next public meeting of the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood Board
of Education will be held on Thurs-
day, September 12, at 7:30 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mrs. Malool
lature had failed to act on “real prop-
erty tax reform” by not passing legis-
lation to place a referendum on the
November ballot that would have
asked state voters whether a constitu-
tional convention should be convened
to address property tax reform.

The Mayor advised Mr. Green that
Scotch Plains voters will vote on a
non-binding referendum on this ques-
tion, and said he believes that, “our
voters will send a loud and clear
message to you and the rest of the
legislature on this issue.”

The Mayor also asked Mr. Green
to work to reinstate the state’s Re-
gional Efficiency Development In-
centive (REDI) grant program that
had been used by municipalities as
part of their efforts to establish shared
services agreements in an effort to
improve delivery of services and re-
duce burdens on local taxpayers.

“When the state government con-
tinues to ask us to regionalize ser-
vices, it seems odd that they would
eliminate this program,” the Mayor
wrote.

Another matter raised by Mayor
Marks involved court decisions on
Mt. Laurel and affordable housing,
specifically a lawsuit triggered by
the failure of the Council on Afford-
able Housing to certify new housing
obligation figures for Scotch Plains.

The lawsuit, the Mayor said, “has
placed Scotch Plains squarely in the
middle of a legal battle for which we
could best be described as an inno-
cent bystander.” He asked Mr. Green
for his thoughts and how state gov-
ernment could help.

The Mayor also asked for Mr.
Green’s assistance in making
progress on Green Brook flood pre-
vention, something he said affects
residents on the north side of Scotch
Plains and in Mr. Green’s hometown
of Plainfield.

Mr. Marks said he has unsuccess-
fully attempted to arrange a meeting
with Plainfield’s Mayor to discuss
the issue and “ultimately present a
unified position to higher levels of
government.” The Mayor asked As-
semblyman Green to facilitate such
a meeting.

Recent Home Sales

Recent Westfield real estate transac-
tions are provided by The Westfield
Leader in cooperation with the office of
Tax Assessor Annmarie Switzer.

The first set of names or name is the
seller and the second set of names or
name is the buyer.

The sales prices are those recorded by
the Register of Deeds at the Union County
Court House complex in Elizabeth.

August 5, 2002
Stephen and Susan M. Miller to Mat-

thew S. and Virginia L. Quinn, 145
Dudley Avenue, West, $530,000.

Richard and Jacqueline A. Bodmer to
Matthew J. and Denise M. Salvato, 518
Cory Place, $405,000.

Eva Duelks to B&G Properties, 708

Garfield Avenue, $370,000.
James A. Holland to Akbar Moghaddas

and Shahin Parsi and Keith Farzam Parsi
and Megan Mojgon Parsi, 115 Cacciola
Place, $335,000.

Darrin L. and Margaret Coy to Gautam
and Charu Parekh, 715 Carleton Road,
$436,000.

Joyce R. Tischler to Daniel P. and Lee
Ann Verdersese, 785 Hyslip Avenue,
$520,000.

Richard F. and Judith P. Shuman to
Raymond and Patricia Martucci, 915
Willow Grove Road, $574,000.

Xiaoming Wang and Yanping
S o n g  t o  L i a n z h u  L i a n g  a n d
Xiaoping Zhou, 25 Tamaques Way,
$324,000.

gearing up for the borough’s annual holi-
day festivities. The Fanwood Lions Club
has requested that it be allowed to con-
tinue the tradition of having a nativity
scene at the Fanwood train station. Mean-
while, the Chabad of Union County would
like to display its menorah on borough
property.

The council will grant permission for
and determine the location of these deco-
rations. Size limits are established in a
zoning code and the groups are required
to display disclaimers.

The borough will receive $17,600 in
General Revenue from an unredeemed
premium. It was explained that the pre-
mium had to be redeemed within a set
period of time and since this did not
occur, the money reverts to the borough.

The Chelsea at Fanwood, an assisted

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Joshua Thomas Rogers
Named to Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Joshua Thomas

Rogers, the son of Sherry and Tom
Rogers of Westfield, was named to the
Dean’s Commendation List for the
past semester at Gettysburg College in
Pennsylvania. He will be attending
Gettysburg College again this fall.

David Roberts Receives
Dean’s Award at Colgate

WESTFIELD – Colgate Univer-
sity in Hamilton, N.Y. has reported
that David Roberts, the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Fred Roberts of Westfield,
received the Dean’s Award for aca-
demic excellence during the spring
2002 semester.

A member of the Class of 2003,
David graduated Westfield High
School in 1999. He is concentrating
his studies in computer science and
mathematics at Colgate.

Coltrera, Gordon Earn
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD – Roanoke College
in Salem, Va. has reported that Westfield
residents Lauren Coltrera and
Jacqueline Gordon have been named to
the spring 2002 Dean’s List. Lauren is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Coltrera. Jacqueline is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gordon.

Fanwood Officials to Remember
Victims of September 11 Tragedy

living facility, will break ground on its
new addition on Tuesday, September 24,
at 9 a.m.

This summer, the borough has been
notified of numerous rodent sightings in
town, apparently in search of water dur-
ing the season’s extended drought.

The council needs to alert The Chelsea
about the rodent situation so the assisted
living facility can ensure that any ro-
dents on the grounds are eradicated
before new construction begins.

Mr. Peck reported on the Health
Department’s position regarding a dog
that has bitten three residents since 2000
and was quarantined in 2001. Mayor
Jung stated that Fanwood Police Chief
Donald Domanoski will go over the de-
tails of this case.

The council welcomed three new Fire
Department members, including Stephen
Pagano, Richard Villane and Herbert
Goines and thanked them for their will-
ingness to serve the community.


