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The New Jersey Historical
Society’s exhibition, Changed
Lives: New Jersey Remembers
September 11, 2001, will open at
10 a.m. on September 11, and will
remain on display until Saturday,
December 7. The exhibit docu-
ments New Jersey’s response to
the terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Center. Admission is free
and open to the public. Utilizing
objects such as banners, photo-
graphs of shrines, artwork and other
public memorials, the purpose is to
express the state’s collective emo-
tional and physical response to the
national tragedy. From the bumper
sticker inscribed with “Let’s Roll”
— the last words spoken by
Cranbury resident Todd Beamer
aboard downed United Airlines
Flight 93 — to the poetry and art-
work created by Newark school-
children, this exhibition preserves
and records New Jersey’s story.

*  *  *  *  *
The Montclair Historical Soci-

ety is opening its doors to the
community, inviting all to join in a
celebration of America’s most ba-
sic freedoms. A Day of Remem-
brance will be at Montclair’s Is-
rael Crane House on Sunday, Sep-
tember 8, from 1 to 5 p.m. In
addition to viewing a display of
copies of some of the historic docu-
ments that outline the basic free-
doms we all enjoy today, visitors
will have an opportunity to write
their thoughts on freedom in the
Memory Book, which will be per-
manently preserved in the Histori-
cal Society’s archives. This effort
is part of a nationwide initiative of
museums. You can call them for
more information at (201) 744-
1796.

*  *  *  *  *
From September 9 to 11, Brave

New World Theatre, Inc. will
present a marathon program of a
series of short plays (10 to 30 min-
utes), with music, songs, and mul-
timedia woven between the theatre
pieces, and related themed activity
including poetry, fiction, and pho-
tographs. Each day of the mara-
thon will include an evening per-
formance with a matinee on
Wednesday, September 11. There
will be 50 new plays, songs, and
multimedia pieces by award-win-
ning playwrights, composers and
lyricists commemorating the anni-
versary of September 11, and pre-
sented by premier actors and direc-
tors. It’s all happening at the his-
toric 1500-seat Town Hall, 123 West
43rd Street, New York City. Tickets
may be purchased through
www.ticketmaster.com or at the box
office, and prices range from $35 to
$100.

*  *  *  *  *
In response to the tragedy at

the World Trade Center, the New-
ark Museum has created The
Garden of Remembrance: A
Memorial to September 11. The
exhibit reflects a span of time in
medieval Spain when all of soci-
ety lived together in peace, and
recreates an indoor garden like
those that still exist in the country
today. The purpose of the idyllic
garden is to “promote contempla-
tion of world events and feelings
of healing and peace.” Visit from
now until Monday, September 15,
between the hours of noon and 5
p.m., Wednesday through Sun-
day. The Museum is located at 49
Washington Street. You can call
them at (973) 596-6550, and ad-
mission is always free.
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WESTFIELD — Cynthia Meryl,
Broadway performer and Artistic Direc-
tor of the Westfield Young Artists’ Coop-
erative Theatre (WYACT), and stage di-
rector of this summer’s production of
South Pacific at the New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center (NJPAC) and the
Algonquin Arts Theatre (AAT) in
Manasquan, and Dames At Sea, at AAT,
has reported the beginning of WYACT’s
11th season of professional classes in the
performing arts.

Due to the generosity of the Union
County Educational Services Commis-
sion and Ed Hartnett, Superintendent,
WYACT will continue to offer acting,
musical theatre, and dance classes at
Centennial High School, 728 Westfield
Avenue, Westfield. Registration is
planned for September 9-11, 4 to 8 p.m.,
in Centennial HS gym.

Meryl expanded the dance faculty,
while inviting professionals to teach be-
ginners, intermediate, and advanced act-
ing classes, concentrating on improvisa-
tion, character development, and scene
study; and two of the three levels of
musical theatre, focusing on song selec-
tion and interpretation, ensemble work,
voice, and musical theatre movement.

She will oversee all classes and teach
the more advanced musical theatre class
and private voice. A professional actress
in the New York and national theatre
arena for over 25 years, she designs her
classes to prepare the young performer
for auditions and the professional stage.

New WYACT instructor Dan Barris
has been teaching tap and jazz since
1990, and has a jazzy, offbeat “hip” style.
He co-directs his own school in Central
New Jersey, and teaches master classes
nationwide. He is developing a program
with the New Jersey State School for the
Deaf, teaching tap through rhythm and
sound vibration, a pilot program for the
Governor’s Council for the Arts.

A graduate of Emerson College in
Boston, he judges dance and talent com-
petitions across the country. A choreog-
rapher and an actor, his credits include
Burlesque, A Tree Grows In Brooklyn,
George M, Grease, The Most Happy
Fella, and  Annie, in which he played
“Rooster.”

His students have performed in The
Secret Garden in London, High Society

on Broadway, and WYACT’s South Pa-
cific. They have performed and studied
with Ann Reinking, Gregory Hines, the
Alvin Ailey Company, the Joffrey Ballet,
and at the Governor’s School for the Arts.

A WYACT teaching veteran, Kimani
Fowlin is a professional dancer, choreog-
rapher, and African Dance Consultant to
WYACT’s Once On This Island. She
will teach the Tuesday hip-hop class.
She is performing in a dance festival in
Moscow, works with the Harambee
Dance Company, and the Umoja Dance
Company, and has led workshops and
choreographed throughout New York and
South America.

Heather Zweig (now Bialiy) returns as
WYACT’s Master Instructor of begin-
ners’ and intermediate ballet, jazz, mod-
ern, and lyrical. A protégé of Sherry
Alban, WYACT’s choreographer for the
past five years, she graduated Mason
Gross School of the Arts, Rutgers Uni-
versity, with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in
Dance. She primarily performed with
University Danceworks, which performs
through New Jersey and Pennsylvania.

Elaine Molinaro, currently a Professor
at Mason Gross School of the Arts at
Rutgers, will teach acting. Her list of
directing credits includes The Gingham
Dog, Orphans, Stop Kiss, and Black by
Joyce Carol Oates. She was an Assistant

LEARNING FROM THE
BEST...Instructor Dan Barris will
encourage students in WYACT’s pro-
gram to achieve their best in the arts.
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WESTFIELD – The
Chansonettes of Westfield, a
women’s choral group, will host
rehearsals for the fall season on
Wednesday, September 11, at 7 p.m.
at the Presbyterian Church on
Mountainside Avenue in Westfield.

The theme for the upcoming holi-
day season is “Goin’ on a Sleigh
Ride.”

New members are always wel-
come. Please contact Jackie
Costello, President, at (908) 789-
5819. Groups or organizations in-
terested in booking a performance
by the Chansonettes may contact
Amy Herrington, Vice President, at
(908) 317-5910 or Ginny Bucci,
Vice president at (908) 232-1750.

Rehearsals are held every
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. at the
church. The group is under the di-
rection of Jean Schork, accompa-
nied by Mary Ellen Freda.

Director for The Seagull at the George
Street Playhouse and After Sorrow for
Ping Chong & Company. She earned her
bachelor’s degree from Northwestern
University and studied at Paris III – La
Sorbonne Nouvelle.

Arianna Rose, professional singer and
voice teacher, vocal and audition coach,
composer, and music and theatre director
from New York City, will instruct several
of the musical theatre classes.

A certified musical improvisation in-
structor, she works as an artist-in-resi-
dence in elementary schools, colleges,
and workshops in musical theatre and
songwriting. She was an adjunct profes-
sor at Bucknell University, and was com-
missioned by its Association of the Arts
to write and direct an original full-length
musical with students.

Rose is a graduate of the Eugene
O’Neill Theatre Center Cabaret Sym-
posium; interned at the Theatre Royal,
Stratford East, London, England with a
Theatre-in-Education program; worked
at the Williamstown Theatre Festival,
and holds a theatre degree from
Bucknell.

Meryl, an original cast member in
Tommy Tune’s Broadway musical, Nine,
with Raul Julia, played “Eliza” in My
Fair Lady opposite Noel Harrison,
“Nellie” in South Pacific opposite Giorgio
Tozzi, “Charlotte” in Beyond Therapy
opposite Pat Paulson, and more.

She staged, directed and, together she
and her husband Ted Agress, General
Manager of WYACT and Broadway vet-
eran, produced all 23 of WYACT past
productions including Carousel, Oliver!,
Brigadoon, Once On This Island, and
South Pacific (all five at NJPAC), A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream, Crimes of the
Heart, The Children’s Hour, The
Threepenny Opera and The Gay Di-
vorce.

She would like to see young perform-
ers develop the commitment and disci-
pline to learn an art well, whether in
music, dance, or drama; and in doing so,
build the confidence they need not only
to build a career in the theatre, but to face
any challenge in life.

For further information on WYACT’s
performing arts program and registra-
tion, please call (908) 233-3200 or e-mail
wyact@erols.com.

strenuous on arts organizations. Fi-
nancially, which is the primary con-
cern of DeNigro, the orchestra may be
headed for somewhat rough waters.

While the orchestra receives gen-
erous support from the Westfield
Foundation, among other organiza-
tions, DeNigro explained, “The or-
chestra currently has no endowments,
we most certainly would like to have
one however. This situation has posed
us with a serious problem, as last
year we ran a deficit.”

The slowing economy, as well as
the events of 9/11, have taken their
toll not only the WSO, but on many
arts organizations. For example,
“large companies and even individual
donors simply have less to give.”
While Governor James McGreevey
has vowed that he is still committed
to the arts, the state’s arts funding
has been significantly cut.

Fortunately, the orchestra has
some great ideas as to how to in-
crease revenue.

DeNigro revealed, “Firstly, we
wish to increase our audience pool,
both in subscriptions and through
community outreach programs. Sec-
ondly, we are seriously considering
some sort of Fall Fund-raiser along
the lines of a fashion show or recital
series...orchestra subscriptions are
already up, and the new goal is to go
from 279 to 400 subscriptions.”

Maestro Wroe also mentioned that
the WSO is seriously interested in
marking the banner 20th year occa-
sion by perhaps “recording some
sort of anniversary CD.”

Education is key. DeNigro com-
mented, “We will also continue to
expand our Caravan Program – an
educational outreach program that
allows us to bring our music to dis-
trict schools. We were most pleased
to see Gaile Boothe, who recently
joined our board, take an interest in
heading up that committee.”

“Of course David Wroe is firmly
committed to education, and loves
to see younger people taking an in-
terest in classical music,” she added.

As a result of a few “brainstorming”
sessions, the orchestra plans to attract
younger members by creating a new
“family membership” ticket category:
children ages 6 to 11 can attend con-
certs for free and youngsters 12 to 17
may attend for half-price.

As we turn to this year’s promising
season, we most certainly wish
DeNigro all the best in her new tenor
as Executive Director of the WSO.

To subscribe to the WSO’s 20th
season, please call (908) 232-9400.
Adults can subscribe for a five-concert
season for less than $100 and $55 for
students. You will not be disappointed.
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ELIZABETH — An original
play entitled, What Happened: The
September 11th Testimony Project,
will be presented on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 10, at the Union County Col-
lege Elizabeth Campus, 12 West Jer-
sey Street, at 7:30 p.m.

The one act play, which was writ-
ten by Westfield resident Amy Green,
is open to the public. An exclusive
feature will be written about Green
by Theater Correspondent Susan
Dougherty in the September 12 is-

sue of The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Although there is not a theater
ticket price for this event, donations
will be accepted which will fund a
scholarship to John Jay College of
Justice in New York City, the liberal
arts institute where Green has been a
professor of speech and theater for
eight years.

The piece is a staged concert ver-
sion of the first hand accounts of 35
survivors of the September disaster.

Indeed, the process of creation is
so integral to the Senior Adult Art
Class that a dedicated exhibit en-
titled “Monday Morning: Enjoying
the Process,” consisting of work com-
pleted in Bryen’s class, goes on ex-
hibit in Union County Office Build-
ings in Elizabeth, in September.

The program is funded, in part, by
the Van Winkle Foundation.

Two drama classes focus on scene
study and improvising and playing
theatre games. Participants also de-
velop characters and work on scenes
for performances. The class on short
stories gives the senior citizens an
opportunity to read and discuss works
of literature. All stories are read
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aloud, so that those with visual diffi-
culties are able to participate.

In addition to art and drama classes,
nutritional counseling, guided exer-
cise, including therapeutic exercise
under the guidance of a registered
nurse, educationally relevant trips
and guest speakers round out the
Senior Adult program.

Assistance in dealing with life’s
dilemmas and passages is provided
by a licensed social worker from
Jewish Family Services.

Programs run on Mondays, Tues-
days and Wednesdays between 10
a.m. and 1:15 p.m. Program partici-
pants are also able to use the JCC’s
pool during specified times.
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WESTFIELD – As part of its con-
tinuing partnership with school li-
braries in the area, the Town Book
Store of Westfield will run its “Stock
the Shelves” fundraising program
during September.

The store will donate a portion of
all collected receipts during the
month to the school library of their
customers’ choice. Last year, over
400 customers participated.

After making a purchase at the
store, customers should write the
name of the school on the store re-
ceipt and place it in the bin near the
register. At the end of the month, the
store will tally the receipts and issue
a store credit to the designated school

libraries.
In addition, any school wishing

to enroll in the store’s program is
welcome to participate. Any regis-
ter receipts from the Town Book
Store collected by a school en-
rolled in the program will go to-
ward building a store credit for the
school library.

To be eligible to participate in the
program, a school or its parents’ or-
ganization must have an open store
account in good standing and agree
to publicize the program internally.
The store will complete the rest of
the details.

For more information, please con-
tact Grace Roth at (908) 233-3535.
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hosting specific services.

Rahway: Church bells throughout
the City of Rahway will ring at 8:46,
9:02, 9:45, 10:03, 10:05, and 10:28,
the respective times when the terrorist
attacks and their aftermaths occurred.
At 7 p.m., residents are invited to
attend a ceremony at the Rahway Fire
Department Headquarters, 1300 Main
Street, which will include a procession
to City Hall where a new monument
will be dedicated at Rahway Police
Department Headquarters.

Roselle: The Roselle Fire Depart-
ment will meet in front of its building
to hold a special ceremony from 9 to
10:30 a.m. The entire borough and
members of the public are invited to
attend a candlelight vigil at 8 p.m. in
front of Borough Hall, which is lo-
cated at 210 Chestnut Street.

Roselle Park: A candlelight vigil
is planned for 8 p.m. in Michael J.
Mauri Park on Chestnut Street, near
the gazebo. A memorial and special
service will also be held for 9/11
victim John Uelzhoffer.

Scotch Plains: Members of the
public are invited to come to the
Village Green, next to the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building on Park
Avenue, at 7 p.m. to join an interde-
nominational service. This event of
prayer and remembrance, which should
last for about one hour, will be spon-
sored by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerial Association and the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains.

Springfield: The Fire Chief reported
that members of the fire department, as
well as all emergency service person-
nel, will gather in front of Town Hall
for a “remembrance service” early that
morning.

Summit: A “Community Remem-
brance Service” will begin at 6:45 p.m.
on the Summit Village Green. In case
of rain, the service will be moved to St.
Theresa’s Church, 306 Morris Avenue.
The event is sponsored by the Summit
Houses of Worship in cooperation with
the City of Summit.

Westfield: At Temple Emanu-El, 756
East Broad Street, members of
Westfield’s senior clergy will sponsor
a worship service to mark the anniver-
sary of 9/11 beginning at 7:30 p.m. The
town’s September 11 Memorial, which
has been erected at the corner of East
Broad Street, near the train station, will
be unveiled on Sunday, September 21,
around 6:45 p.m. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 789-4030.

Winfield Park: As of press time, the
town was considering a candlelight
vigil. Please call (908) 925-3850 for
definite plans.

On Television:
NBC: “The Concert for America”

will feature Aretha Franklin, Enrique
Iglesias, Al Green and Placido
Domingo, as well as the National Sym-
phony Orchestra. Alan Jackson will
perform “Where Were You (When the
World Stopped Turning), which was
inspired by 9/11. Tom Brokaw will
join First Lady Laura Bush in hosting
the concert at the Kennedy Center in
Washington, D.C.

Morning Programming: All net-
works will focus their morning televi-
sion shows on recaps and accounts of
the terrorist attacks, as well as live
filming from Ground Zero.

CBS: The sole interview with Presi-
dent George W. Bush will air on “60
Minutes II,” which will be preceded by
another “60 Minutes” special. The 9/
11 documentary, which CBS aired in
March, with host Robert DeNiro, will
be rebroadcast that evening.

ABC: News will dominate the air-
waves from morning to primetime at
ABC, until Peter Jennings takes over
with a special “World News Tonight”
when children will be queried about
their feelings since 9/11. A special
“Nightline” will follow.

FOX: “The Day America Changed,”
a two-hour special will be aired.

UPN: The network will show “Pro-
files of Courage,” a two-hour special
spotlighting the lives of five young-
sters who volunteered to help others.

A&E Channel: Beginning at 8:46
a.m., when the first airplane hit the
Trade Center, and ending at 10:29
a.m., when the second tower fell, the
channel will scroll the victims’ names.

All of the major news outlets, CNN,
MSNBC and FOX News Channel,
have all opted to fill the day with news
and documentary programs. Many net-
works banned the use of replays from
the terrorist attacks during the days
immediately following 9/11. That ban
will be lifted on the anniversary day.

young ones will love hearing about
Miss Bindergarten’s field trip to the
circus, celebration of the 100th day of
kindergarten, and stay home from kin-
dergarten, in other books in this series.

After learning her new teacher’s
name is Mrs. Toady, the school year
can only get worse for Annie, a second
grader. Or does it? “I’ve Got the Back-
To-School Blues” (Grosset and Dunlap,
2002) by Gail Herman will bring more
than one smile to your face by the time
you turn the last page.

Even Arthur goes back to school!
Read all about his first day back in
“Arthur’s Back-to-School Day by
Lillian Hobsan. It is published by
Harper Trophy (1998).

May the 2002-2003 school year be
a great year of reading for all area
children.
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WORK OF ART...This piece will be
up for bid at the annual auction.

WATCHUNG – The Mount Saint
Mary Academy Alumnae will spon-
sor its 14th annual Art Auction to
help benefit the Sister Mary
Alphonsus Alumnae Scholarship
Fund on Saturday, September 21,
with a preview at 7 p.m. and the
beginning of the auction at 8 p.m.

The auction, which is the primary
source of funding for the school’s
Alumnae Scholarship Fund, will be
held at Mercy Hall, Mount St. Mary
Academy, U.S. Route No. 22 at
Terrill Road in Watchung. The fund
is one of the largest scholarships
granted by the Academy.

Conducted by Martin Art of Deer
Park, N.Y., the auction will feature
works by Rockwell, Leroy Neiman,
Thomas Kinkade, Tarkay and others.
This year’s auction will include a visit
by artist Robert Liu, who will com-
plete one of his works and be available
for discussion during the preivew.

A professional auctioneer will lead
the event. Refreshments and door
prizes will be available. Monies are

tax deductible and credit cards are
accepted for auction purchases.

Admission is $5 per person, which

includes refreshments, at the door or
by reservation.

To reserve tickets or obtain more
information, please call (908) 757-
0108, extension no. 4507.


