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Verizon Cellular Telephone Antennas Hearings
Continue Before Fanwood Planning Board

Center For Women to Host
Programs on Various Issues
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Center
for Women and Families, 1801 E.
Second Street in Scotch Plains,
has announced events to be held
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the center.
“Children’s Fears and Phobias”
is the topic for a program on Tuesday, November 5, with Dr. Karen
Steinfield.
On Wednesday, November 6,
Kimberly Rowe will present “Understanding and Applying Your

Leadership Style.”
“Creative Career Alternatives”
will be offered on Thursday, November 7, with Sandra Frank.
“Financial Planning for Divorce” will be held on Tuesday,
November 12, with Carolyn J.
Podchaski.
There is a suggested donation
of $10. For reservations and information, please call (908) 3226007.

By ELAINE VUONO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD -- In a room filled with
concerned Fanwood residents, the Planning Board met October 23 to hear
Verizon’s continued application for a
variance to put cellular telephone antennas on top of a PSE&G tower between Oak Court and Elm Street.
Verizon claims that there is a significant gap in coverage for its cellular phone users in the southeast cor-

We can make the difference
in your child’s education.
424 Central Avenue, Westﬁeld NJ 07090

Elaine Sigal
Owner and Director

Call 908-654-0110

to enroll or for a brochure.

Thursday, November 7th & Friday November 8th

2 Day Teachers Convention
■

Remedial Classes

■

4-8 Students per Class

■

Gifted & Talented Classes

■

Personalized Attention

■

Private Tutoring

■

Flexible Schedule

Sign-Up NOW!!
EXPLORE ARCHEOLOGY!
Thursday, November 7th

•

9am - 3pm

What is it? Why do we need to understand this area of study?
This hands-on day melds science and history.
Includes:
■ Fossil Identiﬁcation
■ Skeletal Structures
■ Cultural Rituals of
the Ancients

■
■
■

Jewelry Making; face painting;
mosaics
Scientiﬁc method of inquiry
A mini on-site dig

INVESTIGATE THE MEDIA!
Friday, November 8th

•

9am - 3pm

From broadcasting to advertising, from television and radio to the
newspaper, the media affects all of our lives. Students will delve
into this fascinating world.
Includes:
■ Broadcasting techniques
■ Concept of propaganda
■ Reporting styles

■
■
■

Newspaper formatting
Article writing
Creating a commercial

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

■

State Certiﬁed,
Experienced Teachers
■ Classes 7 days a week,
12 months a year

TLC
Classes are unusually small with 4-8 students. The
classes are held in comfortable, air-conditioned
classrooms designed for eight students and a teacher.
Sitting around a table allows students and teachers to
interact and encourages questions.

ner of Fanwood and adjacent towns,
which necessitate the placement of
the antennas.
Attending the meeting on behalf
of Verizon were attorney Richard
Stanzione, of the law firm of Hiering,
Dupignac & Stanzione, and engineer Dominic C. Villecco, President
of VComm, an expert in radio frequency issues.
When Verizon initially made its
application on June 26, the board
requested that Verizon consider
whether one of three alternate sites
could be used instead of the proposed residential site.
Mr. Villecco testified that none of
the three sites, which include: The
Ardmore Apartments in Plainfield,
The Chelsea assisted living facility
on South Avenue and an existing
tower on Front Street, would provide
as much additional coverage as the
proposed site.
Mr. Villecco went on to explain
that even if antennas were placed on
more than one of those sites, coverage would still not be equal to the
coverage that would be provided by
the proposed site.
Board member Eric Hess asked
Mr. Stanzione whether Verizon had
given further consideration to building a new tower at a municipal site,
such as the Department of Public
Works (DPW) yard, as had been suggested to company representatives at
the prior meeting.
Mr. Stanzione replied that the borough has not put out a date for bid

specifications on that proposed site
and Verizon would not put its application on hold while waiting for the
bidding process, despite Mr. Hess’
assertion that bidding would be imminent.
Later in the proceedings, Mr.
Villecco conceded that the DPW site
would provide more coverage than
the proposed site, while Mr. Stanzione
agreed that a new tower built there
would solve Verizon’s problem.
Mr. Villecco testified that they have
reviewed call failure data, performed
drive tests that demonstrate signal levels and used computer propagation maps
that demonstrate gaps in coverage.
He advised that their studies have
shown approximately 3,500 call failures per day, an unacceptable number. He explained that call failures
include blocked calls, which prevent
callers from making a call; dropped
calls, where the call falls off the network; hand off failures, where the call
fails to transfer from one antenna site
to the next and access failures, where
the caller is unable to access the network due to interference.
When asked the gross number of
calls, Mr. Stanzione objected to the
question on the basis of relevancy.
As the crowd sneered at his response,
Mr. Stanzione went on to say that
they did not have that data available
and were not sure if it was available.
Mr. Villecco did estimate that the
3,500 call failures likely represented
a 5 to 10 percent failure rate.
In response to a question by resident

Looky - Looky. . .

Enhance Your Learning
The Enrichment Center can help your child become
successful and creates wonderful self-esteem. The
methodology used is a hands-on approach to
learning. Manipulatives, games, creative projects,
interactive projects and honest excitement generated
by the teachers will ensure your child a productive
and enjoyable experience in learning.

Lose Weight

Guess
Whos

and maintain the loss

By Hypnosis

50!

Excellence in Programming
This unique and excellent program is being endorsed by
parents, students, teachers, and guidance counselors.
Come in for a visit or call and see for yourself why The
Enrichment Center can and does “Make the Difference.”
With so many choices available, why are so many
parents choosing The Enrichment Center for their
Children? As one local guidance counselor says, “It is
the best program available!”

Jim Cavanagh, Mr. Villecco clarified
that of the 3,500 call failures, he estimated approximately 30 percent occur
in Fanwood, but noted 50 percent of
the borough is in a coverage gap.
Mr. Villecco confirmed that even
with the addition of the antennas at
the proposed site, 100 percent call
success could not be guaranteed, but
said that the closer the caller is to the
proposed site, the greater the probability of getting service.
Additionally, Mr. Stanzione explained that while the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) does
not establish an unacceptable level
of call failures; it does require carriers fill gaps in coverage for their
customers.
Fanwood residents Ira Skolnick and
Patricia Vitale asked Mr. Villecco why
they get service if a coverage gap
exists. Mr. Villecco could not explain
why they get service, only that 3,500
other customers do not get service.
Several other residents attempted
to ask general questions or give testimony in opposition to the application. However, as last week’s portion
of the hearing was limited to questions for the engineer, members of
the public were advised that they
will have ample time to ask other
questions and/or give testimony at a
later time in the proceedings.
The hearing on the Verizon application will continue at the next regularly
scheduled meeting of the Planning
Board, at 8 p.m. on Tuesday, November
26, at Fanwood Borough Hall.

“I will safely and quickly end your specific struggle
with food. . . whether it’s cravings, excessive portions,
binge eating, or something else. Day in and day out, I help
people conquer the challenges that stand between them and
their weight-loss & maintenance goals.”

Dr. Ronny Glassman, PhD, MPH

Experience the Enrichment Center

Board Certified Insured Private Appointments
908-301-0445 www.DrRonnyGlassman.com
Other services available. Please call or visit.

The Enrichment Center makes a difference because of its unique qualities. Having state certiﬁed, experienced teachers creates a high level of education;
the end result is that the program is ﬂexible enough to meet the needs of each student. Students of all levels can be accommodated, from a student
with learning disabilities to one who wants to earn a perfect score. Caring, knowledgeable, and professional “real” teachers facilitate the students’
learning. The Enrichment Center’s guarantee is that they will do their best educationally for each and every student.
Visit Our NEW Website:

www.TheEnrichmentCenter.net
Sunrise offers highly-customized
support to residents with
memory impairment in the
comfortable environment of the
Reminiscence Neighborhood.

For Memory-Impaired Seniors

Achievement, Excellence, Community

A Better Place and a Better Way

A

t Sunrise Assisted Living, we care for
residents with memory impairment in
a different way. Our innovative Reminiscence
Program is creatively designed to encourage
residents to live at their highest potential in an
environment of safety, freedom and security.
Reminiscence features extraordinary support
in a separate, secure area that looks and feels just
like home. Residents are surrounded by pleasant

sights, sounds, aromas and textures while
compassionate caregivers tend to physical needs,
nurture the spirit and create pleasant days.
You’re invited to visit Sunrise.
See ﬁrsthand how our structured, loving program
offers 24-hour care at a price competitive with
home care and signiﬁcantly less than a nursing
home.

Call us today, or stop by and tour our home-like Reminiscence Neighborhood!

Come to our
Open House!
Quality Education in a Caring Community
• A Coeducational K–12 Country Day School
• Over 141 Years of Teaching Excellence
• Class size: 14 to 16 students
• Foreign Language Class Introduced in Grade 1
• Community Service Program for All Grades
• 28 Varsity Sports Teams
• 100% College Placement
• Financial Aid Available K–12
www.pingry.org

SHORT HILLS CAMPUS
Grades K–6
Country Day Drive, Short Hills, NJ 07078
Information: 973-379-4550 ext. 116
sramirez@pingry.org
Wednesdays: Nov 13, Dec 4
8:30 am — Tours
9:15–11:00 am — Scheduled Program
MARTINSVILLE CAMPUS
Grades 7–12
Martinsville Road, Martinsville, NJ 08836
Information: 908-647-5555 ext. 1228
sboisvert@pingry.org
Sunday: Nov 17
2:00 pm — Tours
2:45–4:00 pm — Scheduled Program

908-317-3030 • 240 Springﬁeld Avenue, Westﬁeld, New Jersey 07090 • www.sunriseassistedliving.com

Dare to grow...

• 23 advanced placement courses

• 400-acre campus

• 14 students in average class

• 37 athletic teams

• 7:1 student–faculty ratio

• 33 clubs and activities

• Over 50% of faculty hold master’s or
doctoral degrees

• 25 campus ministry programs

DELBARTON
An independent day school for boys in grades 7-12
administered by the Benedictine monks of St. Mary’s Abbey

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Admission tests will be
administered on
November 16, 2002
and January 11, 2003
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www.delbarton.org

(973) 538-3231, ext. 3019

