
CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

FIFTY CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 44TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 43-44 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.goleader.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J.
Thursday, October 24, 2002

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-7

Obituary ........ 8
Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-15

Real Estate .... 16-20
A&E .............. 21-22

SCARY KID FUN…”Skeleton Man” attacks the wagon during the Annual
Halloween “Scary Hayride” held last weekend and to be held again this coming
weekend at Parker Greenhouses. Kids of all ages are invited to take a spooky
trip around the farm & nursery at 1325 Terrill Rd., Scotch Plains. Call (908)
322-5552 for thrills and details.

          Photo Courtesy of Robert Petix
KIDS AND WIRES…Work at Coles School in Scotch Plains did not include improvements to visual and physical exposure
of transformers and wiring.
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BOE Evaluates Assessment Results;
Approves Report Card Changes

By JENNIFER PINTO
Specially Written for The Times

After a recognition ceremony held
at Evergreen School for newly tenured
teachers, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education (BOE) kicked off
their regularly scheduled meeting with
a presentation of the district’s assess-
ment report by Superintendent of In-
struction, Dr. Margaret Hayes.

Dr. Hayes evaluated the districts
assessment test scores for grades 1 to
12 for the 2000-01 school year. She
predominately covered the ESPA (El-
ementary School Proficiency Assess-
ment), the GEPA (Grade Eight Profi-
ciency Assessment), and the HSPA
(High School Proficiency Assessment).

“In the fourth grade our students
show consistent improvements on
the ESPA,” said Dr. Hayes.

“We’re pleased with the number of
students achieving in the advanced
proficient area of the math
portion…we want to see more achieve
in language arts and literacy por-
tion.” Dr. Hayes continued, “on the
eighth-grade-level we are more con-
cerned with math.”

Dr. Hayes reiterated that the district
would focus on the math program on
the middle school level to work to
improve scores on the ESPA.

“On the GEPA, the district wide
literacy scores were very strong…we
are very pleased with the number of
students who scored in the advanced

proficient level in science.”
Dr. Hayes also stated that the dis-

trict was very pleased with the re-
sults of the 11th graders on the HSPA.

On the high school level, the stu-
dents scored above state and national
averages and higher than last year in
regards to math and science.

The main concern voiced by mem-
bers of the board was regarding the

validity of comparisons between dif-
ferent assessment tests and different
groups of students.

According to Dr. Hayes, “It is still
to early to tell.” Many of the scores
will initially serve as an instructional
tool for teachers and administrators
in the given grade level.

The board also declared the week
of October 28, “Violence Awareness

Week”. According to Dr. Carol
Choye, the state recently made the
decision to designate the week of
October 28, “Violence Awareness
Week”. The district will incorporate
discussions about the topic in classes
and through art projects.

Dr. Hayes and Dr. Choye reiterated
that the school has been actively

MS Continues to Struggle
With Construction Delays

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By MARY RONK
Specially Written for The Times

Tuesday night, Mountainside
Board of Education meeting began
with the continued concern over con-
struction to both the Deerfield and
Beechwood schools.

Richard Kress Board of Education
President led the meeting with an
assurance to the public that everyone
on the board is working diligently
and will keep the public informed of
any progress.

Beechwood School most probably
would not be completed till some
time in November at best. Addition-
ally, he as well as the board agreed
that even if completed, the doors
would not open till after the Decem-
ber/ January holiday break as to not
disrupt the flow of the academic
school year.

Noel Musial the architect for the
Beechwood project spoke to the
group Tuesday night. He expressed
major concern regarding the busi-
ness ethics and quality of work re-
ceived from Ciro Randazzo builders.
This company won the contract for
the Beechwood School and has failed
to meet deadlines or return phone

calls. Mr. Musial also expressed con-
cern regarding the builder’s work-
manship as well.

Some of the parents in attendance
Tuesday night wanted the
Beechwood School situation to be
labeled an emergency. If this were to
happen, the board could take swifter
action and would not have to re-bid
the project.

Mr. Kress, who is also an attorney,
explained that the current situation
over Beechwood School would not
be considered an emergency by the
State of New Jersey. Since all of the
children of Mountainside currently
have a safe place to attend school,
the board must take the necessary
legal steps to work through the prob-
lems with Ciro Randazzo before it
considers another builder.

Additionally, in terms of the
Deerfield School, heat in both the
science and gym are being repaired
as the colder months approach. This
will be handled immediately, since
such a repair is considered an emer-
gency and does not require that the
job be put out for bid.

Next on the agenda was a presenta-

Fingerprinting Goes Electronic
In Borough of Mountainside

By JENNIFER PINTO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood recently
met with Detective Michael D. Jack-
son of the Mountainside Police De-
partment for a demonstration of the
departments new “Cross Match Live
Scan,” an electronic fingerprinting
machine.

The $30,000 machine was
funded through COPS (Community
Oriented Police Systems), a tech-
nology grant.

The “Live Scan” was initiated in
the state of New Jersey approxi-
mately six years ago. According to
the state’s  official  website
(www.state.nj.us), most machines
have been set up in urban areas of
the state and a total of 96 devices
have been installed. Many addi-
tional machines have also been
funded through grants.

“In an effort to meet the FBI’s
Integrated Automated Fingerprint
Identification System (AFIS) ob-
jective of operating in a totally
electronic environment, the State
Police has installed a remote latent
workstation at its headquarters in
West Trenton. Operational as of June
1, 2002, this Universal Latent Work-
station (ULW) will allow the State
Police to send latent fingerprints to
the FBI electronically and receive a
response electronically,” the web
site stated.

According to Detective Jackson,
the machine allows Mountainside
police to check fingerprints of indi-
viduals who have been arrested.

Through the Live Scan program,
immediate background checks can
be performed electronically at the
time of arrest.

Detective Jackson demonstrated,
step-by-step, how the program
works. The arrestee’s personal and
charge information is inputted into
the computer system followed by
fingerprint scanning, which begins
with scanning the individual’s four
primary fingers (index, middle,
ring and pinky). The second step is
to scan each finger individually.
The prints then  appear on the com-
puter screen accordingly, while re-
jecting any individual prints that
are not scanned properly.

According to Detective Jackson,
the individual print must match
the initial primary prints of the
individual’s four fingers; if it
doesn’t, the computer will reject it.

One of the main problems solved
by the electronic scanning process
is avoiding common mistakes made
with ink fingerprinting, as well as
occasional tampering by the ar-
restee.

“The inkpad was very messy,” said
Detective Jackson.

He also mentioned that when
fingerprint cards were mailed to
the state, it would take at least a

week if not longer for prints to
get processed. If there was a
smudge on the card or if the prints
weren’t clear, it would take even
longer.

“This system is a lot cleaner…and
with better clarity,” said Detective
Jackson.

If an arrest is made, three finger-
print cards are printed, two New Jer-
sey cards and one for the FBI.
Mountainside keeps a hard copy of
all fingerprints, as well as electronic
copies.

The system performs four types of
searches: A criminal offense, sex
offense, application (no-data) for
company uses only, and an applica-
tion for police officers or borough
employees only.

“I know that Plainfield and Ber-
keley Heights have the same ma-
chine (Cross Match Live Scan)
and Elizabeth and Union have
similar machines,” said Detective
Jackson.

According to Detective Jackson,
anyone who gets arrested for a
violation and gives a fake name or
false information will be caught
immediately due to this new ma-
chine.

Prior to this technology, it would
take anywhere from a few days to
upwards of two weeks to confirm
results, which would subsequently
lead to the temporary release of the
arrestee or,  in more extreme
charges, the arrestee would have to
be held at another facility until
further notice. Also, he mentioned
that prints become distorted after
being faxed back and forth, mak-
ing it more difficult to analyze
prints.

The machine was first used in the
borough on August 14.

Council Discusses Restrictions
For Recycling, Landscaping

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains residents will be
subject to new restrictions on when
they can place vegetative and solid
waste in front of their homes for
pick-up after the Township Council
approved an ordinance amending the
local solid waste and recycling code
at its meeting on Tuesday night.

The move was in response to com-
plaints about homeowners placing
vegetative and solid waste in front of
their homes weeks in advance of
scheduled pick-ups by the township,
thus creating either an eyesore or a
traffic hazard.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said that, in the wake of the com-
plaints, township officials saw a need
to “fine tune” the existing law.

Councilwoman Geri Samuel called
the revisions “long overdue” while
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
called the Council’s action “very

apropos.”
Under the new amendment, resi-

dents can place materials at their
curb no earlier than 10 days prior to
any scheduled pick-up. The amend-
ment also sets out penalties for those
in violation, with the first penalty
being a written warning and then, if
the problem is not remedied, fines of
$50 to $200 for the first offense and
$200 to $1,000 for subsequent of-
fenses.

The Council also introduced an
ordinance restricting the use of land-
scaping equipment—such as power
lawn mowers, blowers, chains saws
and the like—by both professional
landscapers and homeowners to be-
tween 7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. during the
week and between 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. on
weekends. Violators would be sub-
ject to fines of $50 to $100. Due to
the public safety interest in remov-
ing accumulated snow from drive-
ways, sidewalks and other areas, snow

removal equipment would be per-
mitted at any time. In addition, Board
of Education and township-owned
property would also be exempt from
the restrictions, since some of its
athletic fields, in particular, require
early morning maintenance. Scotch
Hills Country Club, Ashbrook Golf
Course and Shackamaxon Golf and
Country Club will also be exempt.
The public hearing and Council vote
on the ordinance will take place at
the governing body’s November 12
meeting.

The Council approved a resolu-
tion authorizing the Mayor and Clerk
to sign an agreement with New Jer-
sey Transit on the provision of a
shuttle bus service that will operate
in Scotch Plains and Fanwood. Mayor
Martin Marks said he hoped that the
service can be operational by the end
of the year or early in 2003. He also
expressed his hope that “we’ll be

SPBPA To Hold
Candidate Debate
In Scotch Plains
SCOTCH PLAINS -- The

Scotch Plains Business and Pro-
fessional Association will be
holding a candidate debate on
Thursday, October 24 at Hersheys
Deli. The event will start at 7p.m.
with cocktail hour and the debate
will take place at 8 p.m.

For more information contact
Steve Goldberg at (908) 322-5733
or stegold@aol.com.

Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday, October 27, at 2 a.m.

����������

              Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
PASSIONATE ABOUT TAXES…GOP candidate for Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, Joel Whitaker, explains his views to reporters in Fanwood
Tuesday on how to control property taxes.

Republican Freeholder Candidates
Propose Plan to Curb Property Taxes

By BENJAMIN B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD – Republican candi-
dates for Union County Freeholder
called for a five-point plan to curb
property tax increases this Tuesday
at a press conference in Fanwood.
Mr. Joel Whitaker, GOP candidate
for Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders and current President of
the Fanwood Borough Council acted
as spokesperson for the other Repub-
lican candidates who were not
present. The other GOP Freeholder
candidates are Anira Clericuzzio and
Elyse Bochicchio Medved

Mr. Whitaker told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood that some of
the ideas for the plan come from his
alma mater, Indiana University,
where dorms, the student union and
other activities are self-funded. When
asked, he said that the university is
now able to keep tuition increases to
just that of inflation. Mr. Whitaker
said, “I think this is an innovative
way to tackle property taxes.”

In their press release, the candi-
dates said, “It is morally wrong for
the incumbent Freeholders to ignore
the cries of the people of Union
County. We need to lower property

taxes, and the way to do that is to put
county government on a diet.” They
said that the plan will maintain ser-
vices and enable county workers to
receive pay increases.

The plan calls for fixing the county
budget to the cost of living, reward-
ing employees who find ways to run
operations more efficiently, appoint-
ing a commission to improve gov-
ernment, operating service functions
as a business and ending borrowing
to stop interest debt.

Support functions such as counsel,
print shop, motor pool and vehicle
repair would be removed from the
budget; and they would bill for work
performed. “These are essentially
business functions, which should be

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

www.williams-nursery.com

Exit 577 South

Bob’s
Linens & Things Highway 22

Comp USA

East Broad St.
Garden State

Parkway

Highway 22

Nursery at
524 Springfield Ave

Central Ave

Exit

138

Exit
135

Kennilworth Blvd

Mountain

Ave

524 Springfield Ave•Westfield•908-232-4076 
Across from Echo Lake Park•Visa, MasterCard, Amex

 Mon-Sat 9am-6pm • Sun 9am-5pm  

Family Fun

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House

 Perennials
50%Off

Hayrides,
Haunted House
Ponyrides
& Pumpkins! 
Thu-Fri 3pm-5pm
Sat. & Sun 10am-5pm

Costume 
Contest
3 age categories:
5 & under, 6-12, & adults
Prizes: 1st place 5 under & 6-12 
$50 cash, 2nd place $25 cash
3rd place Beanie Baby.
1st place adults $50 gift certificate
2nd place $25 gift certificate

Win $50
Sat Oct 26th at 2 PM

Please arrive Early

Halloween Gifts
& Decorations
•Scarecrows
•Flags
•Inflatables
& Tons of other items

30% Off
 Trees
50%Off

working on programs that address
the topic such as the Adopt a COP
Program as well as other programs
that have been discussed at past
board meetings, such as the recent
presentation of the districts Alco-
hol and Drug Program.

The board also adopted the Vio-
lence and Vandalism Report for
2001-2002, which listed a total of
70 incidents.

According to Dr. Choye and
Public Information Officer, Kathy
Meyer, after reviewing the Vio-
lence and Vandalism report, many
of the same incidents were dupli-
cated, thus being reported in dif-
ferent categories of the report.
Some of the incidents also hap-
pened outside of school but were
still incorporated into the report.

Dr. Choye told the public that the
district has been very scrupulous and
thorough in reporting all incidents.

Dr. Hayes also discussed first and
second grade report card changes
and reviewed the new third and
fourth grade report cards, which
were all approved by the board.

Seven Letters to the board were
acknowledged, one was from Scotch
Plains Resident, Dr. Robert Petix
who commented on Coles School.

Dr. Petix, who was present at the
meeting, addressed the board about
the eyesore in front of Coles School.
Dr. Petix is referring to the electri-
cal equipment fenced in the front
of the schools building. He pro-
vided copies of a digital photo for
all board members. The board
agreed to look into the situation
and some members of the board
agreed that it was aesthetically not
pleasing, and perhaps a shrub in
front of the area would be appro-
priate. However, no formal deci-
sions were made.

Other letters sent to the board
addressed the McGinn and Ever-
green school playgrounds, spe-
cial services and class ranking.

The Superintendent’s report ap-
proved the Quality Assurance As-
sessment Report (QAAR), the ap-
proval of reading recovery con-
tracts for the 2002-2003 school
year, approval of high school mu-
sic department field trips, and ac-
ceptance of funds for REBEL pro-

BOE Evaluates Assessment Results;
Approves Report Card Changes
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gram in the amount of $4,000, a
project of the high school student
Teen Involvement Program.

The Board of Education also
approved the 2002-2003 budget
adjustments, the reports from trea-
surer of school funds, the board
secretary’s report, and the
nonpublic school technology ini-
tiative program agreements for the
following schools: Christopher
Academy, $1,400; Baptist Chris-
tian Day School, $400; St.
Bartholomew Inter-parochial,
$8,664; and Union Catholic Re-
gional High School, $27,246.

The Board of Education re-
scinded the resolution of August
29, for submission of the NCLB
(No Child Left Behind) grant and
approved the submission of the
revised 2003 NCLB grant in the
amount of $242,384.

The board also approved a second
and final reading for the following
policies: Conflict of Interest; Evalua-
tion of the Superintendent; Internet
Safety Policy; Board of Education
Meetings; and Board Committees.

The board approved to rescind
the following policies: Policy Com-
mittee (1974); Board Committees
(1995); Board of Education Meet-
ings (1976); Committee of the
Whole Meetings (1976); Agenda
Setting Meetings (1976); Com-
munications addressed to or di-
rected to Board of Education; and
Agenda Setting Sessions (1980).

The board also approved the
first reading for adoption of the
following policies and regulations:
Dress, Grooming and Appearance
Policy; Public Records; Commu-
nity Relations; Special Board of
Education Meetings to Conduct
Official Business; Agenda Prepa-
ration; Standing Board Commit-
tee Functions and Duties; Regula-
tions, Dress, Grooming and Ap-
pearance, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School; Procedure for In-
specting or Requesting Copies of
Documents; and Exhibit Form to
Request to Inspect or Receive Cop-
ies of Public Records.

The next meeting of the Board
of Education will be held at the
administration building at 8 p.m.
on Tuesday, November 5.

        Ben Corbin for The Times
‘TIS THE SEASON...“Silly season” strikes again with political signs covering
the area. A collection of signs on the corner of Terril Road and LeGrande
Avenue in Scotch Plains is pictured. For a resident’s opinion please see page 4.

tion from Angela Cosimano, Curricu-
lum Coordinator/Supervisor and
Priscilla Church Deerfield School
Principal.

The presentation centered
around District Test scores for the
Elementary School Proficiency As-
sessment (ESPA’s) grade 3, the
Grade Eight Proficiency Assess-
ment (GEPA’s) and the Tera Nova
results for grades two, three, five,
six and seven.

In analyzing these results, Ms.
Cosimano presented to the group a
clear and concise understanding that
Mountainside continues to be a level
one school and students are moving
from proficient to advanced profi-
cient levels in these standardized
tests. In general, 81 percent of stu-
dents who took the GEPA test fell in
the proficient/advance and proficient
levels for both math and language
arts.

Mrs. Church devoted much of her
presentation to specifically explain-
ing the steps that would be taken in
2002/03 by faculty, students and par-
ents to continue on this positive trend
and make next years results even
better.

Her presentation offered an action
plan that spoke of research, staff
development long-range reading
projects. In addition, parent confer-
ences will be scheduled to explain
the ESPA and GEPA testing proce-
dures. Her strategies were very spe-
cific and will be reviewed by the
total academic community of
Deerfield school that is comprised of
the Board of Education, the Parent
Teachers Association, faculty and
students.

Mountainside
Construction

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

able to expand the service” in the
same way that similar services have
expanded in other commuter towns
in New Jersey. Plans call for two
shuttle buses, each seating 25 pas-
sengers, to run during the morning
and afternoon rush hours on the north
and south sides of the railroad tracks.
One bus will be devoted to serving
the bulk of Fanwood and the south-
ern side of Scotch Plains while the
other bus will serve the northern
sides of both communities. New Jer-
sey Transit, which is administering
the federally-funded program, will
disburse grants to fund the operating
costs of the program. It’s estimated
that Scotch Plains residents will make
up the bulk of the shuttle buses’
riders, since most township residents
live more than walking distance from
the train station in Fanwood.

William McClintock, President of
the Library Board of Trustees, intro-
duced Meg Kolaya, the new Director
of the Scotch Plains Library. He said
she had been “the first pick of all
members of our Board” from the
several dozen candidates under con-
sideration to replace Norbert
Bernstein. In brief remarks to the
Council, Ms. Kolaya said she looked
forward to “exciting changes in the
future” and vowed to make “an ef-
fort to get every person in Scotch
Plains” to visit the library.”

Mr. Atkins reminded residents that
the township’s annual leaf pick-up
will begin on Monday, with three
cycles of pick-ups scheduled for the
coming several weeks. Separately,
Police Chief Marshall Nelson intro-
duced to the Council the department’s
newest member, officer Jason Everitt.

Recycling and
Landscaping
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run like a business,” Mr. Whitaker
said.

Auxiliary enterprises such as
swimming pools, skeet range and
the like would be expected to gener-
ate sufficient revenue to pay their
operating cost, including setting
aside funds for repair, rehabilitation
and renovation. All revenue and ex-
pense would be managed by a trust
fund, so that these enterprises would
not be supported by the taxpayers.

“We need to cut up the county’s
credit card. By putting capital
projects on a pay-as-you-go basis,
we can increase the number of
projects completed because we won’t
be paying huge fees to the same Wall
Street bankers, accountants and law-
yers who gave us Enron, Global
Crossing, Qwest and the other names
of shame from the 1990s,” Mr.
Whitaker said.

Also in the press release distrib-
uted, Ms. Clericuzzio wrote, “We
need to rein in the county’s spend-
ing. The economic news gets
gloomier and gloomier as we un-
wind the tragic excesses of the
Clinton era. Lucent just announced
plans to lay off 40,000 more persons,
many undoubtedly from Union
County. While most laid off workers
eventually find new employment, it
often takes nine months to a year
before they begin receiving a pay-
check again.”

County GOP
Candidates

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Thursday, October 17, 2002  •  7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Saturday, October 26, 2002  •  10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
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Registration is open to residents of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.  A parent
or adult guardian must accompany each child.  New players will need to
bring a birth certificate for proof of age.  Registration fees are payable at
the time of registration.  ALL PLAYERS’ AGES 9-15 ENTERING
JUNIOR, MAJOR AND SENIOR DIVISIONS MUST ATTEND IN
ORDER TO BE FITTED PROPERLY.

Watch for the information letter your child will bring home from school.

Information letters are also available at the Recreation Department office
in the Scotch Plains municipal building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.

����������	
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                           Jennifer Pinto for The Times
BOOK ‘EM...Last week Lauren S. Pass, a reporter for The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood was fingerprinted by Mountainside Police Detective Michael D.
Jackson during a demonstartion of the department’s new “Cross Match Live
Scan” fingerprinting computer.

Rep. Speaks to WF Council
On Paving of Tamaques Way

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Peter King of Dosch-King Inc.
appeared at Tuesday night’s confer-
ence session of the Westfield Town
Council to discuss work that was
recently performed on two local
streets.

Dosch-King is the company that
was used by the town to lay a micro-
paving on Tamaques Way and Irving
Street.

Residents from Tamaques Way,
who had previously expressed their
dissatisfaction with the paving job,
were also present at the meeting,
although there is no public participa-
tion at the conference session.

Mr. King explained the process as
a method of preventative mainte-
nance for roads. He said that
Tamaques Way was in “extremely
poor condition” and that it required
patching and reconstruction before
the micro-paving could be laid.

Mr. King did say that he believed
a second coat would have improved
the aesthetics of the road.

Mayor Gregory McDermott stated
that it was “not the smooth surface I
thought we were going to get.”

The mayor questioned Mr. King
regarding the work, citing residents’
statements that the equipment used
did not work, that the manhole cov-
ers had been sealed closed, that drain-
pipes from homes were now under
the street level and that the Belgium
Block curbing had been stained.

Mr. King said that although the
“process is only as good as the road
surface,” the manholes should be
cleaned.

Fourth Ward Democratic Council-
woman Susan Jacobson, who lives
on Tamaques Way, asked whether
the surface was applied evenly be-
cause of the color difference in the
road.

Mr. King explained that in three
to four months, the color would be
a uniform gray. He explained that
the gravel surface that is laid down
needs to be driven over so that it
becomes a smooth uniform sur-
face.

He displayed photographs of a road
in Clinton Township where his com-
pany had done work, including one
of the road when the micro-paving
was first done, and another after some
time had passed.

Fourth Ward Democratic Council-
man Lawrence Goldman questioned
whether Tamaques Way was the best
road on which to have tested the pilot
project for the town, since it was in
such bad condition.

Mr. King responded that the road
needed the seal to get through the
winter and the town did not have the
money available to mill and pave the
road.

First Ward Democratic Council-
man Carl Salisbury suggested that
if in three to four months the road
was still not aesthetically pleas-
ing, that Tamaques Way be con-
sidered for milling and paving in
next year’s miscellaneous road
projects.

Third Ward Democratic Coun-
cilwoman Claire Lazarowitz re-
marked that residents on Irving
Street had also said that the micro-
paving machine broke down. She
added that the northern end of the
street looked unfinished.

Mr. King admitted that his com-
pany is a newer firm and has a

“lack of experience.” He said that
it is the “right process for the right
road at the right time.”

Councilman Goldman suggested
that photographs be taken of the
roads now, and then again in three
to four months. Town Engineer
Kenneth Marsh said the Depart-
ment of Public Works would use a
digital camera.

In other business, the council is
set to award a contract for the
street prints to be done as part of
the Downtown Streetscape project.
The prints will be similar to those
on Rahway Avenue and will be
done on East Broad and Elm
Streets.

Town Administra tor James
Gildea explained that some of the
work will be done at night.

Mayor McDermott noted that the
residents needed to be informed of
the street closures.

In another matter,  Bernard
Heeney, the Town Clerk, will be
reappointed for a three-year term.

Third Ward Democratic Coun-
cilman and Chairman of the Per-
sonnel Committee Kevin Walsh
questioned if the reappointment
should have come before his com-
mittee.

Mr. Gildea said appointments
that are based upon his recom-
mendation had not come before
the personnel committee in the
past. He added that he would ask
for guidance from the committee
if there was a problem.

Mayor McDermott asked what
other positions are appointed.

Mr. Gildea explained that out-
side firms were hired to evaluate
the appointments of the town’s
fire and police chiefs.

He added that the Town Engi-
neer is also an appointment on his
recommendation, but that he does
not appoint the Town Attorney or
Labor Attorney.

Mr. Gildea also pointed out that
some boards, such as the recre-
ation commission, appoint the de-
partment heads.

Councilwoman Jacobson said
that because these are “such key
positions,” they should be dis-
cussed on the committee level.

First Ward Republican Council-
man and Chairman of the Building
and Town Property Committee Pe-
ter Echausse reported that the com-
mittee had met with the Westfield
Historical Society in reference to
Edgar Reeve’s home on Mountain
Avenue.

The house and property on which
it stands became the property of
the town upon Mr. Reeve’s death
earlier this year.

Councilman Echausse explained
that it is the Historical Society’s
intent to use the house as a mu-
seum, office space and archive stor-
age. He said the house needs to
either have an addition put on or
needs to be retro-fit in compliance
with Americans with Disabilities
Act regulations.

He noted that the Society is ask-
ing for a long-term lease for $1 a
year and that the DPW cut the
grass and perform snow removal.

The council agreed for Town
Attorney Robert Cockren to move
forward on a preliminary agree-
ment.

The council will have a public
meeting on Tuesday, October 29.

        Ben Corbin for The Times
STILL WORKING ON IT...Construction continues at Mountainside’s
Beechwood School.   The school was originally supposed to open to students on
Tuesday, November 12, but will not open to students until December or
January.

Program to Present
Tips on Preparing

Gardens For Winter
WESTFIELD – The Rutgers

Cooperative Extension Mas-
ter Gardeners of Union County
will present a free lecture, open
to the public, on Wednesday,
October 30, at 7:30 p.m.

Dr. Eve Shaw will present a
lecture on “Preparing the Gar-
den for the Winter: Putting the
Beds to Bed” in the Union
County Administration Build-
ing auditorium, located at 300
North Avenue, East, in
Westfield.

This lecture will outline
the four types of damage to
plants caused by winter and
how to prevent each one. It
will describe the types of
mulch needed for different
locations, splitting and plant-
ing perennials and the use of
bulbs for a colorful early
spring display and preparing
new beds.

Interested individuals may
reserve a seat by calling (908)
654-9854.

Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion of Union County provides
information and educational
services to all people without
regard to sex, race, color, na-
tional origin, disability or
handicap, or age.


