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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

Do you have a suggestion
Or story idea for A&E?

E-mail: ae@goleader.com

WESTFIELD – Beloved
Westfield artist and member of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
Jane Annis, has donated her charm-
ing original watercolor, “Westfield
Steeples,” to the Silver Snowflake

Boutique’s Silent Auction. The event
will be held on Saturday, November
2, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in
Westminster Hall at the church.

The artist says of the work, “It was
conceived when I thought of all the

beautiful houses of worship in our
community, and that it would be nice
to record them as a reminiscence of
Westfield.”

Prints and postcards made from
“Westfield Steeples” have enjoyed
great popularity. Annis reported that
she has kept a record of those who
have purchased prints of “Westfield
Steeples,” and has made private do-
nations to the purchaser’s house of
worship.

“I feel grateful to be able to create
paintings that people can enjoy,”
stated Annis. “I really enjoy contrib-
uting my art whenever it will benefit
others.”

At the time she created the water-
color “Westfield Steeples,” she pre-
sented a print to each house of wor-
ship in the town. All members of the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield
have been encouraged to offer their
talents in items created for the bou-
tique.

Other Silent Auction pieces in-
clude hand made furniture, antique
windows refinished into mirrors,
quilted wall hangings, a hooked rug
and other art media.

Westminster Hall is located at East
Broad Street and Mountain Avenue.
There is ample free parking and no
admittance fee.

NOTABLE CONTRIBUTION…Jane Annis, noted Westfield artist and mem-
ber of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, has donated her original water-
color, “Westfield Steeples,” as part of the Silent Auction. Pictured, above, Annis
works on another treasured piece.

“Westfield Steeples,” Jane Annis, watercolor.
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White Oleander: Presents
Bouquet of Thorny Issues

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

If looks could kill, this review of director
Peter Kosminsky’s White Oleander would
not be possible. For surely I would have
been smitten at the Bijou.

Slain by the cold, icy stare that Michelle
Pfeiffer’s Ingrid Magnussen issues as in-
stinctively as a cat’s hiss. She does it to
display her displeasure. Since Ingrid is the
iconoclastic artist personified, she is dis-
pleased quite often — especially when her
daughter’s current foster care arrangements
don’t jibe with her philosophy of life.

Actually, it is quite surprising that Ingrid
waited until the beginning of this movie to
become a murderess. We can only assume
that the often perturbed and more often indig-
nant artist heretofore either controlled her
temper or was simply able to evade scrutiny
from the authorities for her transgressions.
Maybe because she is so beautiful.

But, when first we meet her, in addition to
her general anger and intolerance, she has
just recently become a woman scorned. The
mixture proves lethal. Now, after meting out
punishment to her betrayer, she’s paying for
it the maximum security way.

This leaves her teenaged daughter, Astrid,
exquisitely portrayed by Alison Lohman, a
ward of the state and subject to the wiles
thereof. Detailed by screenwriter Mary
Donoghue’s fine adaptation of Janet Fitch’s
novel, what then follows is rather Dickensian.

As Astrid gets bounced from pillar to
post, her plight might also remind you of
Anna Sewell’s cherished children’s classic,
Black Beauty (1877). Only this time, instead
of a 19th century horse’s fate at stake, it’s a
contemporary teenager’s lot that’s being
bungled by a society either unable or unwill-
ing to provide the humanitarian care neces-
sary to a healthy upbringing.

There is a darkly humorous side to Astrid’s
sad spook house ride from one less than
propitious living situation to the next. Pro-
viding the opportunity for some fine sup-
porting performances, the motley cast of
pinch-hit parents dramatically highlights the
inherent foibles of the foster care system.

Fitting under the category of opportun-
ists, the first square the protagonist lands on
is the California mountainside home pre-
sided over by Starr Thomas. Played with
stunning precariousness by Robin Wright
Penn, Starr makes ends meet by supple-
menting income from her live-in boyfriend
(Cole Hauser) with state funds received for
taking in homeless kids.

Whilst on a shopping spree meant to
make Astrid more like herself, the tackily
attired Starr vociferously explains how find-
ing religion saved her from a life of cocaine,
booze and topless dancing. And although
the professedly saved gal’s own daughter
embarrassedly rolls her eyes at mom’s pon-
tificating, Astrid, in search of something to
align with, is initially receptive.

Just wait until visiting day when Natural
Mom gets wind of said proselytization. Spot-
ting the change, an outraged Ingrid informs
that she didn’t raise her child to become the
spiritual experiment of “Bible-thumping
trailer trash.”

No matter. Astrid’s brush with organized
faith turns out to be academic. For her so-
journ with Starr and company soon ends,
and quite drastically at that. If we didn’t
know any better, we might be inclined to
believe that it was the bad vibes sent out by
Astrid’s mother that caused the young lady’s
stay there to be so short-lived.

However, we have little doubt of the
influence Ingrid wields as concern’s the

teenager’s next stopover.
All looks just hunky-dory when Astrid

first washes ashore at the Pacific Ocean
manse of movie director Mark Richards
(Noah Wyle) and his would-be actress wife,
Claire, effectively portrayed by Renee
Zellweger.

The couple, unable to have children, have
been contemplating adoption. Providing care
for Astrid is seen as a way station to that goal.
Because Richards is so often away on loca-
tion, a very lonely Claire seems to flourish
with the new responsibility. But then Ingrid
wants to meet Claire. What follows is eerie.

It is at this point in filmmaker Kosminsky’s
well-crafted effort that White Oleander
sprouts another shoot of interest in addition
to its muckraking assessment of the foster
care system.

In exploring Ingrid’s motivation, which she
contends is solely to make Astrid strong, the
concept of evil creeps its way up to center stage.
Asserting that wickedness lurks in everything,
the convicted murderer declares that only the
free and independent thinking minds of artists
can defend against it. We begin to question just
who’s who and what’s what.

In the meantime, prior to her next stop,
Astrid makes a brief return to a youth facility
she had previously visited between foster
homes. It is there that she reconnects with
Paul (Patrick Fugit), a kindred spirit who
prefers the institution to the helter-skelter of
the foster home roulette wheel.

A budding artist, he informs that he was
born with a heroin addiction. “What was that
like?” asks Astrid.

“I don’t know. I was six months old when
I got out of rehab,” he replies.

The two dreamily discuss what they’ll do
after they are emancipated. But then it’s time
for Astrid’s next adventure.

This go-round, her sponsor is Rena
(Svetlana Efremova), a Fagin-like Russian
émigré who utilizes her state-supplied mop-
pets to run a second-hand clothes racket.
Extolling her love for the capitalist system,
to Rena money is everything. She couldn’t
care less about religion, love, power or the
nature of evil. Astrid finds the simplicity of
Rena’s obsession refreshing.

But it isn’t long before things once again
become complicated. With her appeals trial
approaching, Ingrid wants Astrid to testify
on her behalf...to lie that is. In return, from
resources Mom has at her disposal, Astrid
will be assured funds for her college educa-
tion. Only thing is, the teenager wants some-
thing else for her testimony. The question is,
can Mom deliver?

Granted, the film has its troubles. Once
too often director Kosminsky injects a mys-
tical note amidst the harsh realities without
satisfactorily reconciling it. Plus his movie
occasionally has that overly bleached, South-
west look that made portions of Traffic (2000)
so distracting.

While its purpose is to suggest tension, an
all too self-conscious background score is at
best unnecessary; a more musical accompa-
niment may have made for a better package.
But then these are minor annoyances.

Ultimately, solid direction, good writing
and superb performances, especially by Mes-
dames Pfeiffer and Lohman, rule the day.
Thus the sociologically instructive White Ole-
ander blossoms into a very absorbing enter-
tainment.

*  *  *  *  *
White Oleander, rated PG-13, is a Warner

Bros. release directed by Peter Kosminsky and
stars Alison Lohman, Michelle Pfeiffer and
Robin Wright Penn. Running time: 149 minutes.
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SUMMIT – Calvary Chorale will
continue its 29th season of monthly
performances of sacred and secular
music with an All-Mozart concert on
Sunday, October 27, at 4 p.m. at Cal-
vary Episcopal Church in Summit.

The Chorale, orchestra and solo-
ists will perform Regina Coeli, K.
276, “Queen of Heaven,” a one-
movement piece and Vesperes
Solennes de Confessore, K. 339.
Chorale director James Little will
also perform Fantasie in f minor for
organ, K. 608.

A freewill offering will be taken at
Sunday’s concert. Calvary Church is
located at 31 Woodland Avenue, at
the corner of Woodland and DeForest
Avenues in downtown Summit. The
facility is handicapped accessible.

For more information or to receive
a series brochure, please call (908)
277-1547.
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WESTFIELD – Director Joann
Scanlon has announced her cast for
the opening show of Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) new season,
Over the River and Through the
Woods by Joe DiPietro.

The show will continue on Friday
and Saturday evenings at 8 p.m.
through November 2 at the WCP
theater, which is located at 1000
North Avenue, West in Westfield.

For tickets, please call the 24-hour
ticket tape at (908) 232-1221. Tick-
ets are $12.

Funding has been made possible
in part by the New Jersey State Coun-
cil on the Arts, Department of State,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The award-winning women’s
group, Hickory Tree Chorus, will
present Come FLY With Me! on
Saturday, October 26. This an-
nual acappella show should de-
light most with a wide variety of
popular songs, show tune favor-
ites, and innovative choreogra-
phy. The featured guest is the
international champion quartet
Fanatix. Show times are at 2 and
8 p.m. in the Chatham Middle
School on Main Street in
Chatham. Tickets are $15 and
$20. For ticket information, call
(908) 879-2929 or e-mail
HickoryTC@aol.com. Visit the
chorus website at:
w w w . a n g e l f i r e . c o m / n j /
hickorytree.

*  *  *  *  *
On Tuesday, October 29, at 7

p.m., there will be an opening
reception at the James Howe
Fine Arts Gallery of Kean Uni-
versity. Lennie Pierro - A Retro-
spective, will feature a look at
this terrific artist, fine arts pro-
fessor, and local resident’s works.
The exhibit will remain at the
gallery for several weeks, when
it moves to the space created by
Lennie and his wife, Judy - the
Pierro Gallery of South Orange.
That opening reception will take
place on Saturday, November 16,
from 2 to 5 p.m. The untimely
death of this man last year con-
tinues to touch many of us who
knew him.

*  *  *  *  *
The Jersey Central Railroad

Heritage Festival will be held
at Liberty State Park from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sunday, Octo-
ber 27. Railroad enthusiasts,
history buffs, and the culturally
curious, will enjoy all that this
free festival has to offer, includ-
ing video and slide presenta-
tions, guided railroad history
tours, folk music, and model
trains. Former employees of the
Central Railroad of New Jersey
will be available to speak with
you also. If you are really into
this scene, show up a day early
and watch them set up the mod-
els. Really — the public is in-
vited!

*  *  *  *  *
Sunday in the Park at Grounds

for Sculpture will be an after-
noon of music and art at the 22-
acre site in Hamilton. There will
be a musical performance by
members of the cast of the George
Street Playhouse’s Let Me Sing
on October 27, at 3 p.m. The
group performs standards from
the American Songbook, they
will be accompanied by the com-
mentary of the author, Michael
Aman. Admission is $10 for the
park and the show. Call (609)
586-0613.

*  *  *  *  *
Arbor Chamber Music will

open its 12th season on Sunday,
October 27, at 4 p.m. with a con-
cert at Westfield’s Presbyterian
Church. This program features
Michael Haydn String Trio,
Brahms Piano Quartet in C Minor,
and Schubert’s “Trout” Quintet.
There will be a pre-concert talk at
3:15 p.m. Ticket prices range from
free to $20, and you can reserve
your seat by calling (908) 232-
1116.

*  *  *  *  *
On Saturday, October 26, the

Friends of Hospitality House
will sponsor the 17th Annual
Charity Travel, Service, and
Craft Auction to benefit the
poor and homeless. It will be
held at Holy Spirit Parish Hall
in Union, at the corner of Morris
Avenue and Suburban Road.
The doors open at 7 p.m., ad-
mission is $5, and there will be
complimentary refreshments.
Why fight the mall crowds when
you can shop here?

*  *  *  *  *
“Reach the Stars,” a benefit

for the Cerebral Palsy League in
Cranford, is a Gift Auction/
Tricky Tray sale to be held on
Sunday, October 27, from 1 to 5
p.m. at The Westwood in
Garwood. Admission is $25, and
includes a buffet lunch and com-
plimentary raffle tickets. Tick-
ets are limited, so call now at
(908) 709-1800, extension no.
147.
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SCOTCH PLAINS – Local edu-
cator and Scotch Plains resident
Dr. Keith Mason has written a
teacher’s resource guide for the
children’s musical Otherwise
Known as Shelia the Great.

The original book, which
was published in 1972 and
written by Judy Blume,
was adapted into a musi-
cal by lyricist Greg Gun-
ning and composer Rich-
ard DeRosa. The play was
first staged in 2000 and
will come to the stage at
the New Jersey Performing Arts

Center (NJPAC) in Newark from
Tuesday, October 22, through
Friday, October 25.

This teacher’s resource
guide is the second he
has written for NJPAC.
He wrote a similar
guide for A Christmas
Carol to encourage in-
terdisciplinary learn-
ing tied to perfor-
mances staged in De-
cember of 2001.

He is a 1980 graduate
of Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School.

Dr. Keith Mason
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WESTFIELD – Gertrude Wood
of Westfield, the author of the novel,
“Sincerely Yours,” will
discuss her book at the
next meeting of The
Readers’ Forum, the
book discussion group of
the Cranford Public Li-
brary on Monday, Octo-
ber 28, at 7 p.m. at the
Cranford Community
Center, adjacent to the
library. The public is in-
vited to attend.

A 38-year resident of Westfield,
Wood was selected last year by
The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood as “Best

Writer” in the Westfield, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and Mountainside

area.
“Sincerely Yours” is

available at The Town
Book Store in Westfield,
or it may be ordered at
any bookstore, or on the
Internet. The book will
also be available at the
meeting of the book
group in Cranford,
where it may be signed
by the author.

For more information, please
call the Reference Department of
the Cranford Library at (908) 709-
7272.

Gertrude Wood

SPFHS Choral Students ChosenSPFHS Choral Students ChosenSPFHS Choral Students ChosenSPFHS Choral Students ChosenSPFHS Choral Students Chosen
For 2002 All-State SAFor 2002 All-State SAFor 2002 All-State SAFor 2002 All-State SAFor 2002 All-State SATB ChorusTB ChorusTB ChorusTB ChorusTB Chorus

CHORAL STUDENTS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School All-State Chorus
Members, pictured, left to right, are: Katie Downey, Nisha Tamhankar and
Emily O’Connor. Not pictured, are: Adam Corbin and Abe Hiatt.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Choral
Music Department of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, under the
direction of Laurie Wellman, has
announced the selection of five stu-
dents for the 2002 New Jersey All-
State SATB Chorus.

Through rigorous auditions held
last June, the following students were
chosen: seniors Katie Downey, Emily
O’Connor, and Nisha Tamhankar;
junior Adam Corbin; and sophomore

Abe Hiatt.
The chorus is performing, in con-

junction with the All-State Orches-
tra, in two separate concerts.

The first concert will be held at the
culmination of the New Jersey Edu-
cation Association convention on
Friday, November 8, at 8:30 p.m. in
the Atlantic City High School Indoor
Sports complex. This event is open
to the public and the tickets are free.

The second concert will take place
on Sunday, November 17, at 3 p.m.
at the New Jersey Performing Arts
Center. There is a charge for this
concert. For reservations, please call
(888) GO-NJPAC.

For further information, please
contact the choral music department
of the high school at (908) 889-8600.

WESTFIELD — On Saturday,
October 26, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) will sponsor the annual Trick or
Treat in downtown Westfield. Businesses
will be participating.

A Costume Contest, that is open to
children in the fifth grade or below, will
also be held on Quimby Street at 4 p.m.
The contest, which was held for the first
time in 2001, was a huge success.

This year, 18 businesses will spon-
sor a category and donate a prize for
the winner in their category. In addi-
tion, all winners will receive a medal
and while supplies last, all partici-
pants will receive a gift, courtesy of
the DWC.

The categories and sponsoring busi-
nesses for this year’s Costume Contest
are “Most Chilling” – La Crema Gelato
& Caffe; “Most Traditional” – Lancaster
Ltd.; “Most Creative Nostaglic” – Mary
Lou’s Memorabilia; “Cutest Baby” –
Mother and Baby Co.; “Most Distinc-

tive” – The Gift Monkey; “The Sporti-
est” – The Leader Store; “Most Electrify-
ing” – Roy’s Electric Lighting Co.; “Most
Patriotic” – The Westfield Leader; “Most
Soul” – Sole; “Most Photogenic” – Snap-
shots of Westfield; “Best Loafer” – Great
Harvest Bread Co.; “Most Out of This
World” – Planet Smoothie; “Scariest
Skeleton” – Westfield Chiro-Care; “Most
Glamorous” – Douglas Cosmetics; “Most
Characteristic” – The Town Book Store;
“Most Down to Earth” – Smith &
Hawken; “Most Life Affirming” – JetLife
SunSpa Lifestyles Store; “Most Origi-
nal” – DWC.

The DWC is providing reflective Hal-
loween bags to all Westfield elementary
school children with endorsement by the
Westfield Police Department,
B.R.A.K.E.S., and the Westfield Board
of Education.

For more information on Trick or Treat
in Downtown Westfield, please call the
DWC at (908) 789-9444 or visit
www.westfieldnj.ataclick.com.
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Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467 4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

Private Instruction on
All Instruments, Voice and Ensembles

Established 1975 Certified Teachers

Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

256 Morris Avenue • Springfield
(973) 467-4688
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to backstab, cast blame and want ven-
geance. It’s fairytale reality with
clever, biting, intellectual lyrics that
bring us up short. It’s our lives, too.
What do we want from life, from love,
from each other?

Mounting a big Broadway show is
an economically daunting undertak-
ing in today’s market. It’s no wonder
producers are opting for the safety of
these revivals. Go with the tried and
true like Cabaret, Oklahoma and the
upcoming Gypsy.

Those revival rules of mine might
be a good thing to consider. Give the
new cast a chance. Go with an open
mind, an open heart and be thrilled
once again with Sondheim live.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-259-02

CITIFINANCIAL MORTGAGE COMPANY,
INC., PLAINTIFF vs. GIRSUL RODRIGUEZ
AND TIMOTHY SMITH, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED AUGUST 13, 2002 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of
execution to me directed I shall expose for
sale by public vendue, at the Union County
Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Eliza-
bethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey
on WEDNESDAY THE 6TH DAY OF
NOVEMBER A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid avail-
able in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND NINE-HUN-
DRED EIGHTY SIX & 77/100 ($125,986.77).

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED
IN: City of Elizabeth, County of Union, in the
State of New Jersey

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS:
705 3rd Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

TAX LOT NO. 1354; BLOCK NO. 9
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS (TOTAL):

100 feet by 25 feet
NEAREST CROSS STREET: South 7th

Street
Taxes:
3rd Quarter 2002 taxes (w/interest to

10/16/02): $732.17*
Tax Lien Certificate No. 007233 (w/

interest to 10/16/02): $9,761.74*
*Plus interest on these figures through

date of payoff and any and all subsequent
taxes, water and sewer amounts.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED THIRTY FOUR THOU-
SAND ONE-HUNDRED FIVE & 99/100
($134,105.99) together with lawful inter-
est and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

PARKER, MCCAY & CRISCUOLO, P.A.
Suite 500  1701 Route 70 East
P.O. Box 1806
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08034
CH-756934 - (WL)
4 T - 10/10, 10/17, 10/24
& 10/31/02 Fee: $208.08


