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Township Candidates Clash
Over Taxes, Appointments,
Development of Downtown

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
CAPTURING THE MOMENT…Scotch Plains TV-34 seized the moments of
debate during the Candidates Forum last week. The event will be re-broadcast
periodically on TV-34 prior to Election Day.

Township Council Will Restrict Hours
For Use of Landscaping Equipment

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
STOLEN GOODS...CVS Pharmacy on Park Avenue has been experiencing a rash of robberies. On October 5,
approximately $98 was stolen from a cash register when two men came into the store; one reached over the counter and took
the money. While fleeing from the store, the robbers seized a customer’s purse, which contained approximately $150 in cash.

David B. Corbin for The Times
THAT HAD TO HURT…Former heavyweight contender and founder of the Fighters’ Initiative for Support and
Training, Gerry Cooney of Fanwood, delivers a blow to the chin of Westfield Police Sergeant “Irish Ed” McGuire. The
punch was all in fun as part of the Celebrity Boxing and Dinner at Temple Emanu-El in Westfield, which benefited the Weldon
FOP (Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva) Fund. See Page 4 for more information.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
RAISING ISSUES…Developing the downtown area and contending with town-
ship taxes were some of the main issues broached by candidates for the Scotch
Plains Township Council during a Candidates Forum. Moderated by Fred Rossi,
reporter for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, the debates were held in the
Municipal Building last Thursday.

SP CVS and Customer Robbed;
Two Thieves Get Away With $248

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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By ELAINE VUONO
Specially Written for The Times

In a candidates forum last Thurs-
day evening, the candidates for
Scotch Plains Township Council pre-
sented their views on issues ranging
from taxes and downtown develop-
ment, to political appointments and
experience levels.

When asked whether political par-
ties matter, in a year with no partisan
differences on the council, Republi-
can Councilman Frank Rossi replied
that the difference that defines his
party is the “level of experience and
lifelong community service” which
“qualifies us uniquely to make diffi-
cult decisions in difficult times.”

In response to the same question,
Democratic Councilwoman Geri
Samuel said the “difference between
us is…how we appoint people.” She
noted that when she was mayor, “I
made appointments based on people’s
ability and not their political party.”
She later accused Mayor Martin
Marks and Councilman Rossi of dis-
missing a Democrat serving as deputy
township attorney, for attending
Democratic functions, thereby deny-
ing his Right to Assembly.

Councilman Rossi later replied by
stating they had appointed two Demo-
crats to different positions and their
dismissal of the deputy township at-
torney was after two years of service, in
favor of an attorney who had served
the planning board well and been
honored with a professionalism award
by the Union County Bar Association.

Regarding downtown develop-
ment, Republican Councilwoman
Nancy Malool suggested a part-time
downtown manager to attract busi-
ness or possibly creating a special
improvement district.

Democratic candidate George
Gowan suggested hiring a rental agent
to promote specific areas, such as an
antiques district, or focus on Second
Street instead of Park Avenue.

Disagreement arose as to how the
recent improvements in the down-
town area were funded. Democratic
candidate Shelia Ellington noted
improvements, such as the benches,
lighting and crosswalks, were due to
the $450,000 grant obtained when
the Democrats were in control of the
council, while Republican candidate
Carolyn Sorge claimed the improve-
ments were done through donations
from local businesses.

Given current economic condi-
tions, the candidates were asked if
they could foresee ways to avoid
massive tax hikes. Councilwoman
Samuel suggested they lobby for
some form of Constitutional Con-
vention to reform property taxes; find
other sources of revenue, such as
grants, and seek other creative ways
to keep taxes down.

Councilman Rossi noted that de-

spite being faced with factors such as
decreased interest income and in-
creased fixed costs, the current coun-
cil cut some expenses and established
the Shared Services program to avoid
a massive tax hike, and additionally

placed a referendum for a Constitu-
tional Convention on the ballot.

Some discord arose over the issue
of taxes. Councilman Rossi stated
that over the last three years, the tax
increase on the municipal level has

averaged only $35 per house.
Conversely, candidate Ellington

reminded Councilman Rossi that
when he campaigned in 1999, he
claimed a five-point tax increase was
too high. She then questioned his

approval of a five point tax increase
in 2002, including his terming it a
‘four plus one’ increase, “as though
the people of Scotch Plains could not
add.”

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

On October 5, a strong-arm rob-
bery occurred at the CVS Pharmacy,
which is located on Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains, at 4:45 p.m.

According to the cashier, who
asked that her name be withheld,
she was working at the counter at
the time of the robbery when two
male suspects, one in his 40s and the
other in his late 30s, came to the
counter to purchase cigarettes.

When the cashier opened the reg-
ister to give one of the men change,
the other man reached over the
counter and began to grab the cur-
rency inside the register. Neither

man spoke.
The cashier said that her initial

reaction was to hold onto the cash
drawer. However, she then became
very frightened and fell to the floor.

She said she was “very scared for
her life,” not knowing if the robbers
had weapons or further intentions,
and she screamed loudly and ran
away from the counter, looking for
somewhere to hide.

The store manager, who was on
duty at the time, witnessed the rob-
bers running for the back door of the
store.

While running out, the robbers
grabbed the purse of a female cus-
tomer entering, and she briefly re-

sisted. They escaped with her purse-
the contents of which included $150
in cash along with the $98 from the
cash register in $5 and $10 bills. The
store does not keep $20 bills in the
register.

The cashier was interviewed by the
police and gave a description of the
suspects, who were not wearing any
face coverings. She then went home
early from work because she was up-
set, but returned to work the next day
with only minor back discomfort from
having fallen to the floor.

Scotch Plains Police Lieutenant
Mark Zyla explained that the inci-
dent was classified as a “strong-arm

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
THOUGHTFUL POSE...The artists’ membership show was held on October 13
at the Watchung Arts Center in Watchung. Jane Feller of Fanwood does a quick
pose for the camera in front of her husband Sherman’s photograph, which also
depicted a thoughtful pose.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

An ordinance that would restrict
the use of landscaping equipment
to certain hours of the day will be
introduced at the Scotch Plains
Township Council’s meeting next
Tuesday, with members of the pub-
lic being urged to express their
views on whether the proposed
times are appropriate.

The ordinance will restrict the
use of landscaping equipment —
such as power lawnmowers, blow-
ers, chainsaws and the like — by
both professional landscapers and
homeowners from 7:30 a.m. to 9
p.m. during the week and from 8
a.m. to 9 p.m. on weekends.

Violators would be subject to
fines of $50 to $100. Due to the
public safety interest in removing
accumulated snow from driveways,
sidewalks and other areas, snow
removal equipment would be per-
mitted at any time. In addition,
Board of Education property would
be exempt from the restrictions,
since some of its athletic fields, in
particular, require early morning
maintenance.

The public hearing and council
vote on the ordinance will take
place at the governing body’s Tues-
day, November 12 meeting, and the
council will encourage residents
and property owners to speak out
about the proposed hours.

“If there’s overwhelming senti-
ment — and it’s got to be over-
whelming — that the times are
inappropriate,” said Mayor Martin
Marks at Tuesday’s conference
meeting, then the council would
likely revise the ordinance.

The council also heard from
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
that initial preparation of the 2003
municipal budget is underway. He
encouraged council members to
consult with him about any spend-

ing requests they may have, al-
though he warned that, “the finan-
cial challenges are considerable.”

Mr. Atkins will assemble pre-
liminary budget figures and pro-
posals over the next three months,
followed by budget hearings in Feb-
ruary prior to the spending plan’s
formal introduction and vote some-
time next spring.

In other business, the township will
soon sign an agreement with NJ Tran-
sit on the provision of a shuttle bus
service that will operate in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood. If all the paper-
work is signed and then the buses are
supplied by the transportation agency,
it’s anticipated that the service can be

operational by the end of the year or
early in 2003.

Separately, Scotch Plains will
send a representative to next
Tuesday’s meeting of the Watchung
Planning Board, which will be dis-
cuss potential uses of the Weldon
Quarry site north of Route 22 if that
property were to be abandoned or
sold at some point in the future.

“We have to keep an eye on this
site,” Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen told the council, noting
that, given the several hundred
acres of property, “it has the po-
tential for a huge development”
right at the edge of the border with
Scotch Plains.
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Westfield Residents Plead For Greater
Pedestrian Safety On Central Avenue

“This is my meeting…if
you’re not happy with it, then
please leave your note, and then
leave the room.”

Westfield Third Ward
Democratic Councilwoman

Claire Lazarowitz

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Proponents and
opponents of a proposed traffic light
at Central Avenue and Clover Street
were present at a Public Safety
Committee meeting last Thursday
night.

Residents of Boulevard, Central
Avenue, and multiple side streets,
including Clover Street, were
present to discuss the traffic light.

Third Ward Democratic Coun-
cilman and Public Safety Commit-
tee Chairwoman Claire Lazarowitz
had called the meeting after she
heard “concerns and worries” from
residents.

Also in attendance at the meet-
ing were Westfield Police Chief
Bernard Tracy and Assistant County
Engineer Tim Metland.

Former Councilman Ken
McRitchie had presented an 8-page
memorandum to the Public Safety
Committee in 1990, recommend-
ing a traffic light at the intersec-
tion.

The corner has been on the
BRAKES (Bikers, Riders and Kids
are Entitled to Safety) Group list of
problem areas since May of 1998.
In February of 1998, the crossing
guard at the corner was given the
first cell phone for emergency use
in the program started by then-
First Ward Councilwoman Gail
Vernick.

In 2000, Councilwoman
Lazarowitz proposed a light at Cen-
tral and Clover as a campaign is-
sue. She had a press release de-
voted to the issue and it was listed
as a part of her platform.

All of the residents expressed con-
cern over pedestrian safety on Cen-
tral Avenue. Clover Street is the
targeted corner because many
people cross Central Avenue to get
the Jefferson Elementary School.

At the meeting, Chief Tracy re-
ferred to the southern end of Cen-
tral Avenue as, “a racetrack,” cit-
ing people who had been ticketed
for exceeding 70 miles per hour.

The chief also said that a light
controlled intersection is the safest
place for pedestrian crossing. He
also said that it would be possible
for the light to be on a sensor, so
that it would only be red on Central
when a pedestrian pressed a but-
ton, or when a car was on Clover
Street. This would keep traffic from
getting backed up on Central Av-
enue.

Mr. Metland explained that this
light has been discussed for two
years and that a Warrant Analysis
was done at the intersection. Be-
cause the intersection met certain
factors in the Warrant Analysis,
including traffic volume and speed
the state granted permission to go
forward with a traffic light.

Mr. Metland said that the county
has retained a consultant in the past
month and that all of the studies are

not back yet. He said that the traffic
light is still in the planning stages.
He also admitted that there was more
“contention” than the county was
aware of.

After hearing a lot of residents
refer to “traffic calming,” he said
that using that method would cause
traffic to divert to other roads.

Chief Tracy confirmed that resi-
dents of streets around Rahway Av-
enue have been complaining of in-
creased traffic volume.

One of the residents’ primary con-
cerns was that they felt uninformed,
only hearing about the proposed
traffic light in the past couple of
weeks. Though other residents in
the room seemed very aware of the
proposed light and had signed pre-
vious petitions in favor of it.

Residents are concerned not only
about the aesthetic aspects of a
traffic light, but also with the pos-
sibility that the installation of a
light will cause traffic to divert
onto other streets.

“By helping some you’re hurting
others,” one of the residents said.

Residents also wanted to know
why other options had not been
looked into, and why a traffic light
was the only option on the table.

Members of the BRAKES Group
that were present are proponents of
the light for the purpose of crossing
Central Avenue, but were more vo-
cal on the need for sidewalks. Stat-
ing that the, “light does no good
without sidewalks.”

Vic Trzesniowski, who resides
on Starlite Court and is a member
of the Westfield Planning Board,
explained that the town’s Master
Plan had previously included a traf-
fic light, but there were too many
negative aspects and it was removed
in 1991.

He said that studies should be
done to consider removing on street
parking, and traffic calming in lieu
of a light. It is his feeling that the
road should be narrowed and that
sidewalks should be installed. The
crowd applauded after he spoke.

Open House Program

1:00 - 1:15 | Refreshments & Registration

1:15 - 2:00 | Information Session

2:00 - 3:00 | Tours

MIDDLE AND UPPER SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

GRADES 6-12

You’re invited to experience a Middle & Upper School 

where girls are focused, self-reliant, 

and leading the way. 

Sunday, October 27, 1-3 p.m.

Sunday, December 8, 1-3 p.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Ave. • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 

908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

K E N T   P L A C E   S C H O O L

During portions of the meeting
emotions ran high, as residents’ be-
came frustrated that their concerns
were not being heard and their ques-
tions not answered.

Councilwoman Lazarowitz had
to vie for the floor several times as
people were talking over one an-
other.

“It’s going to be civilized,” she
said.

More than once, she told resi-
dents that they could leave and at
least one did when they were talk-
ing out of turn.

She told one resident, “This is
my meeting…if you’re not happy
with it, then please leave your note,
and then leave the room.”

The meeting was called to a close
after an hour and 15 minutes be-
cause the room was needed for an-
other meeting.

Many residents said they were
planning to attend the next public
session of the Town Council. Resi-
dents were also collecting signa-
tures to petition against the light.
Nothing was decided at the meeting.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
FLAPJACK FARE...The Lions Club of Scotch Plains held a Pancake Breakfast
on Sunday at the Scotch Hills Country Club. Lance Booth, pictured above, served
his specialty eggs, sausage, juice, coffee and tea. The fare was provided and served
by the Boy Scouts of America.

Far Brook

a small school
of uncommon quality

where education is
considered an Art.

Far Brook is a small,
coeducational day

school in Short Hills for
children from Nursery

through the Eighth
grade.  Since 1948, Far

Brook has offered its
students an innovative

and challenging
academic curriculum in

which great music,
literature and art are a

natural part of each
child’s daily life.

OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday,  October 29

 Tuesday,  December 3
RSVP: (973) 379-3442

Far Brook School
52 Great Hills Road, Short Hills

All decisions on admissions are made
without regard to race, religion, sex or

national origin.

www.farbrook.org
www.williams-nursery.com

Exit 577 South

Bob’s
Linens & Things Highway 22

Comp USA

East Broad St.
Garden State

Parkway

Highway 22

Nursery at
524 Springfield Ave

Central Ave

Exit

138

Exit
135

Kennilworth Blvd

Mountain

Ave

524 Springfield Ave•Westfield•908-232-4076 
Across from Echo Lake Park•Visa, MasterCard, Amex

7 days 9am-6pm  

Family Fun

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House

Perennials

50%Off

•Many in Bloom
•Makes Great Plants 
     for Next Year
•Varieties for Sun & Shade

Hayrides,
Haunted House
Ponyrides
& Pumpkins!
Thu-Fri 3pm-5pm
Sat. & Sun 10am-5pm

Kids 2-12 love
our New Slightly Scary
Haunted House!

Kids 2-12 love
our New Slightly Scary
Haunted House!

Slightly
Spooky

Vote for your favorite 
Scarecrow
& Win a $50
Gift Certificate

Vote for your favorite 
Scarecrow
& Win a $50
Gift Certificate

*Does not include Mums
  or Ornamental Grasses

The candidates agreed as to the im-
portance of adopting additional con-
servation zones and providing in-
creased services to senior citizens.

Councilman Rossi and Council-
woman Samuel were asked what they
did during their terms which had the
most positive impact on Scotch Plains.
Councilman Rossi said they made sig-
nificant improvements in the area of
recreation, noting there are eight projects
either under design or construction. He
further pointed to the institution of the
Shared Services Program and very pru-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

dent handling of the budget.
Councilwoman Samuel said they in-

stituted the open space trust fund and
began negotiations with county freehold-
ers that eventually led to the current
$300,000 grant being used for the Field
of Dreams project. She also started pro-
ceedings to deny the Malibu Club its
liquor license and was involved in se-
curing a $450,000 grant for downtown
improvements and a $55,000 grant for
hardware and software for recreation.

In their closing statements, the Re-
publican candidates emphasized their
experience in local government and
community service.

Councilman Rossi said he handled
the responsibilities of serving on the
council, “with integrity, with respon-
siveness, with results,” and that this
council “has the experience to con-
tinue to move this community forward.”

The Democrats stressed that they are
not politicians, but representatives, and
focused instead on the importance of
business and practical experience.

Councilwoman Samuel indicated their
team is comprised of “hardworking,
caring individuals,” interested in rep-
resenting the voters’ interests.

The forum, which was moderated by
reporter Fred Rossi of The Times of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, was co-
sponsored by The Times and the
Westfield Area League of Women Vot-
ers and televised live on TV-34. It will
be re-broadcast periodically on TV-34
prior to Election Day.

Township Candidates Clash
Over Taxes, Appointments

robbery” because no weapons were
visible and force was used.

The store manager, Pablo Narvaez,
told The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that this was the first robbery
at his store while he has worked there. He
added, however, that shoplifting occurs
often at that location, and he feels that
this demonstrates a rise in crime in the
Scotch Plains shopping area.

Lieutenant Zyla stated that the man-
agers at this CVS location are very
diligent in reporting shoplifters, but
that he does not believe that crime
overall has risen in the township.

Since the robbery, store managers have
reminded employees to keep an eye out
for shoplifters and to report any suspi-
cions to management. The cashiers have
been instructed that in the event of a
robbery, they are to let the thieves have
the money and not to fight back. Secu-
rity cameras will be installed at the store
shortly.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CVS Robbery

WF BOE OKs Formation
 Of Advisory Committee
By CHARLOTTE LEDERMAN

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- At their meeting on
Tuesday night, the board gave the final
go-ahead to the newly formed advisory
committee on class rank.

Comprised of seven Westfield High
School (WHS) staff members, four stu-
dents, and four parents, the committee
will hold their first meeting around the
end of October or at the beginning of
November, said Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley.

Board President Arlene Gardner voiced
concern that staff members comprised
the largest portion of the committee. Af-
ter some deliberation, the board deter-
mined that the proposed composition of
the advisory group would sufficiently
explore the stress and competition that
class rank might cause in school, as well
as its effect on college admission and
scholarships.

The board also finalized their charge
for the advisory committee. The mem-
bers noted four main procedural points in
this document. The group of students,
staff, and parents are to review the current
system of class rank at the high school
and examine both its benefits and disad-
vantages. They are then to identify and
consider any alternatives to the system in
place, as well as weigh what the impact
of these possible changes might have.

Finally, the advisory committee is to
give an account of their findings, culmi-
nating in a report to the Superintendent
and board on or before March 2003.

Curriculum, instruction, and programs
were given significant review as well.
Specifically, the board looked at the rela-
tively new high school curriculum Ex-
ploratory Spanish I and II and Science in
Society.

As the Chair of the Foreign Language
Department at WHS, Sue Jacobus, ex-
plained, this new Spanish program was
created at the instigation of parents and
those inside the school system who felt
that certain student populations lacked a
viable language program.

Thus, this experimental Spanish class
is taught by a certified teacher in the
department and by para-professional who,
as a native of Peru, is bilingual.

As the board’s agenda explains, “These
new courses of study were created to
make World Languages available to stu-
dents who have not studied Spanish pre-
viously and who require an emphasis on
oral/aural learning.”

The Science in Society course, mean-
while, provides a survey of different sci-
ences and focuses on practical pieces of
the discipline. It “was created to make a
third year of science study accessible to
students who do not experience success
in current third year science courses,”
states the agenda.

With October designated by the State
of New Jersey Department of Education
as a month in which to focus on “School
Violence Awareness,” Dr. Foley outlined
for the board Westfield’s current vio-
lence policies.

Dr. Foley noted that while students
had Columbus Day off, the Westfield

school staff participated in an “in-service
day.” Here, paraprofessionals spent much
of the day learning about behavior man-
agement and learned “how to diffuse
student anger.” Westfield nurses and
health educators focused on crisis man-
agement, while guidance counselors at-
tended workshops on bullying.

The Superintendent wished to empha-
size that though these events were unique
to the month, Westfield maintains “pro-
grams and operates under policies to
prevent violence in a variety of ways.”
For example, there is a policeman at
WHS whose presence is felt in the build-
ing every day.

Dr. Foley said that as a community,
“we are blessed,” as violence in the
schools is extremely rare. He feels that
this is a result of the children’s experi-
ences at home where caring parents and
a supportive family provide the basis for
a strong foundation.

Indeed, the problem of bullying is one
Westfield hopes to avoid by “emphasiz-
ing methods of positive behavior” through
programs at an early age. Marie Koch,
Student Assistance Counselor at Edison
and Roosevelt Schools, spoke with stu-
dents at the board meeting about their
involvement in the New Jersey Character
Education Partnership Initiative.

This program, begun in 1996 at
Westfield, now involves over 100 inter-
mediate school students and approxi-
mately 20 staff volunteers. In an age
where “fighting is a constant issue,” eighth
graders instead provide peer mediation
through an outreach program to the
schools’ sixth graders. The older stu-
dents first learn the “six pillars of charac-
ter,” which includes respect and fairness
through team building and trust exer-
cises.

Ms. Koch noted that such a relation-
ship between the grades gives students
the opportunity to take leadership roles
and further their leadership skills. Over-
all, this program increases and empha-
sizes communication among peers. These
relationships and communication skills
are hoped to reduce and eliminate bully-
ing and other violent behavior. As a result
of this program, Ms. Koch feels that “we
have our fingers on the pulse of the
school.”

In other news, the board witnessed the
donation of several thousand dollars from
the “Walk for Dads Day” to the Westfield
September 11 Memorial Committee.
Franklin School students Michael Crisan,
Tyler Melofchik, and Jack Mustard par-
ticipated in the Walk for Dads with their
former teacher and event organizer Tara
Buonadonna-Scarpa.

During the check presentation, Com-
mittee Chairwoman Janis Weinstein
gratefully accepted the check.

The board concluded its meeting by
noting that is has begun early data gath-
ering so it can get a head start on next
year’s budget. It hopes to facilitate this by
examining past years’ expenditures.

Mrs. Gardner closed the meeting, re-
minding the public that the board will
reconvene once again on Tuesday, No-
vember 12.

SP-F Marching Band
Captures Top Honors

Ben Corbin for The Times
CROSSING CENTRAL...A crossing guard at the corner of Clover Street and
Central Avenue in Westfield crosses a Jefferson Elementary School student one
morning this week. Approximately eight students cross at this spot on a daily
basis.

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Oc-
tober 6, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School March-
ing Raider Band competed at
John P. Stevens High School in
Edison.

Under the direction of
Durand Thomas and drum
majors Bruce Smith, Justin
Brennan and Flora Alexander,
the Raiders secured first place
in their group.

The ensemble also captured
awards in the categories of
“Best Effect,” “Best March-
ing,” “Best Percussion,” and
“Best Color Guard.”

The Raiders also received
“Best Overall Percussion” and
“Best Overall Color Guard”
distinctions.

Certified Elder Law Attorney
By the National Elder Law Foundation,

Accredited by the American Bar Association

Registered Guardian
By the National Guardianship Foundation

211 NORTH AVENUE EAST
WESTFIELD, NJ     908-232-7400
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