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Reader Disputes With ‘Pen and Ink’
Column on Barbra Streisand

In your October 10 issue, Michelle
LePoidevin’s “Pen and Ink” editorial,
entitled, “Barbra Streisand: Me thinks The
Diva Politicized Too Much”, I believe set
a new low mark in Yellow Journalism.

Comments like, “Streisand recently
crawled out from under the rock…” to
protest the involvement of the U.S. in a
war against Iraq, Ms. LePoidevin sim-
ply calls this “Un-American.” Ques-
tion: Wasn’t it the Republican leader-
ship in both Houses adamantly against
our involvement in Bosnia and later
Serbia? What was that? Was it Un-
American? Incidentally, it’s undeniable
that life is a lot better for the entire
Balkan region because of our involve-
ment.

Ms. LePoidevin further states that stars
“keep their views and their talent
sepatated.” Tell that to Charlton Heston,
Arnold Schwartzenegger, and let’s not
forget Ronald Reagan.

Ms. LePoidevin calls, “assassinating
the character of the leader of our coun-
try, deplorable.” What was it that the
Republican leadership did to Bill
Clinton? Was it patriotic to base the
entire mid-year election platform on
Monica Lewinsky? Lying about adul-
tery is a mere trifle when compared to
G.W. Bush’s denying that global warm-
ing exists, that the U.S. go back on its
commitment to the Kyoto Agreement,
that the pollution standards on acid rain
be eased. In other words, our environ-
ment is unimportant compared to, “ly-
ing about adultery.”

Unbelievable as it was for me to read,
she blames the Clinton administration
for, “nearly doing nothing to keep our
defenses strong against those who
brought us to our knees on 9/11.” Wow!
Is this re-writing history? Was it during
Clinton’s tenure that this happened?
Don’t our intelligence agencies bear any
culpability for this debacle?

It gets worse regarding the 9/11
fundraiser by Susan Sarandon and other

stars. Ms. LePoidevin claims that she is,
“convinced what was done was to keep
the peace between their pocketbooks
and their adoring fans.” How’s that for
psychic extension!

Lastly in her column, she proclaims
that Barbra Streisand, “should keep her
famous nose out of where it doesn’t
belong.” That statement is simply mal-
odorous.

Ms. LePoidevin should go back to
college and take American History.
This time, however, she should read it
carefully. Protesting against the Presi-
dent of the U.S. is as American as apple
pie and is very definitely Pro-Ameri-
can.

Jack Dazzo
Westfield

Girl Scouts Appreciate
Sports Coverage

We are junior troop #76 from Franklin
School. We are working on our sports
sampler badge. We are writing to con-
gratulate your women’s sports coverage.
We found that you covered both the girls’
and the boys’ sports equally. As future
Girl Scout students of Westfield, we are
impressed.

Girl Scout Troop 76
Westfield

Motorists Need to be Educated
On Crosswalk Law and Common Sense

Let me preface my letter by stating that
I am elated to see the discussions surround-
ing the inadequacies of our crosswalks and
pedestrian safety. It was my hope to raise
the awareness level of the issue.

However, I am disappointed to see
that nobody wants to take responsibility
for it. I have heard all of the excuses,
including “the person at fault was the
pedestrian because he tried to beat a
yellow light”, “to stop at some cross-
walks risks being rear-ended”, and “the
pedestrian just darted out into the cross-
walk without even looking.” Talk about
blaming the victim.

Common sense tells us that when a
car and pedestrian seek the same place,
particularly when the pedestrian is in a

crosswalk, the pedestrian should have
the right of way. The New Jersey State
Law tells us that at any crosswalk, driv-
ers must yield the right of way to pedes-
trians who are within the crosswalk.

It is our mandate to drive defen-
sively and to exercise care with regard
to the safety of pedestrians on the road-
way. Unfortunately, drivers need to be
re-educated on crosswalk etiquette.
Maybe this will help - Failure to yield
to a pedestrian in a crosswalk = 2
points!

The bottom line is, pedestrians are at
risk in crosswalks. No more excuses,
please.

Laura Tabloski
Westfield

Residents Pro-Light at Clover and
Central Disagree With Editorial

We were disappointed to read the
editorial on October 10 regarding the
traffic light at Central Avenue and Clo-
ver Street. Police Chief Tracy, the town’s
foremost safety officer, has stated a
traffic light is the safest way for children
and all residents to cross this county
road.

Residents of Westfield have wanted
a light for over a decade at the intersec-
tion of Central Avenue and Clover Street.
As Police Chief Tracy stated at the
meeting held on the evening of October
10 to discuss the progress of the light,
18,000 vehicles daily travel on Central
Avenue and 70 percent of them are
going over the speed limit. Chief Tracy
and the county engineer were also clear
that with today’s technology, which
includes sensors, traffic can be kept
moving when a pedestrian or vehicle on
Clover are not present.

The Westfield Leader is well aware

that this issue is not new and numerous
petitions have been signed over the years
in support of a traffic signal. Ken
McRitchie, former city councilman for
the Third Ward, did an extensive report
on the need for a traffic signal at Central
Avenue and Clover Street. There is still
a demanding need for a traffic signal and
parents of children on the east side of
Central Avenue are well aware of the
hazard crossing without a light pre-
sents. It is appropriate that letters would
go home in the backpacks of Jefferson
students to inform them of the meeting
on the 10th.

These are the children whose safety is
threatened daily by the absence of a
traffic signal. Traffic can be controlled
and will be with the installation of a
traffic signal.

Julie Tarr
Steven Lee

Westfield

Weldon Family Thanks Community
For Support During Boxing Night

Thank you from the bottom of our
hearts for the outpouring of love and
support from nearly 600 friends, old,
and new.

On Saturday, October 12 Westfield
P.B.A. Local 90, with Gerry Cooney
and F.I.S.T., presented “Celebrity Box-
ing for Weldon FOP Research” at
Temple Emanu-El to help support and
spread awareness for Fibrodysplasia
Ossificans Progressiva on behalf of
our daughter, Whitney.

Thank you brave boxers, Gerry
Cooney, Congressman Donald M.
Payne, Senator Raymond Lesniak,
Barney Tracy, Irish Ed McGuire, Lisa
Perrot ta ,  Mir jana Banic ,  J im
McCullough, Bill Moffitt, Mike Small,
Andy Izatt, Mike D’Innocenzio and
Chester Holmes.

Cheers to Chief Tracy, Gary Whyte,
Carmen Brocato, Sr., Mike Kenny,
Lisa Perrotta and the entire boxing
committee, Kassy & Sal for “Whitney’s
Prayer,” Warriors of the Living God

Gospel Group, funny judges, lovely
ladies and gentlemen ring card holders,
sensational emcee, presenters, magi-
cians, reporters, supporters, all the
servers and volunteers, Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts, moms and dads, senior
citizens, all the local sponsors, we
could keep going…This was an amaz-
ing evening!

Thank you for allowing us to share
our tears, fears, smiles and laughter.
Thank you for your hugs, encourage-
ment, hope and prayers. You have all
given us the strength to keep fighting
for Whitney’s future and all the suffer-
ers of FOP. In our hearts, we know
something wonderful has to come out
of this most heartfelt evening…and
when it does, you will be the first to
know. P.S. William and Whitney had a
blast!

Bill, Hillary, Will &Whitney
Weldon

Westfield

The County Made Right Decision
On Open Space With Summit Property

The Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers made the right move earlier this month when it
decided to keep all 63 acres of Summit property
purchased by the county as open space, rather than
selling a portion to a local church. The decision
apparently makes good environmental sense, while
also ensuring that county leaders remain true to the
spirit and intent behind the establishment of the
open space trust fund two years ago.

Back in the spring, when the county approved
the $9 million purchase of land near the Watchung
Reservation, the stated intention was to sell seven
of those 63.5 acres formerly owned by New Jer-
sey-American Water Co. to Fountain Baptist
Church in Summit. A group of local residents
spoke in opposition to the idea, as did some
environmental groups. County Republicans have
also criticized the proposal, saying it flies in the
face of the intention of the open space trust fund,
which is financing $7.5 million of the $9 million

price tag. Six months ago, this newspaper also
questioned the Freeholders’ aim.

The stated reason for the county’s decision two
weeks ago to keep the entire property as open space
was the results of an environmental impact study
that found several reasons for concern if the prop-
erty were to be developed, including the potential
for drinking water contamination. Whether that was
the sole reason, or whether it was a combination of
that study and protests from Summit residents and
others that led to all 63 acres being preserved, we
welcome the Freeholders’ decision. Open space in
Union County is in short supply, so any that can be
secured is a positive development for its residents.

The one negative aspect of this entire process,
though, is that those affiliated with the church in
Summit are now left looking for additional real
estate to accommodate their expanding congrega-
tion. Still, we think that “open dialogue” is just as
important as “open space.”

Drivers and Pedestrians Beware: Traffic
Calming is Not the Only Way to Stay Safe

Traffic lights, traffic calming, crosswalks, side-
walks, crossing guards and police: all the local
safety buzzwords. However, none of these de-
vices work if the drivers and pedestrians aren’t
paying attention.

Not to say that the current Westfield Town
Council and the Westfield Police Department
haven’t been doing a fantastic job in making
Westfield safer, they have. Their work is evident
on streets such as East Broad Street, where the
speed limit was reduced and the lighted cross-
walk installed. Thankfully, it has been two years
since there was a fatal accident in Town.

A pedestrian was recently struck on North
Avenue, not because she wasn’t in the crosswalk.
She was, and not because she crossed blindly.
The first vehicle had stopped for her. It was the
second vehicle, the impatient driver, who obvi-
ously forgot the New Jersey Law that prohibits
passing on the right, that hit her.

Everyone agrees that pedestrians are much safer
on the sidewalk than in the street, but there are
many “dangerous” streets in town, including parts
of Central Avenue and Lamberts Mill Road, which
do not have sidewalks. These roads are hazardous
to walk on, with car speeds of 35 mph and higher.

There are many side streets, and other roads,
including parts of Boulevard, that do not have
sidewalks in Westfield. Thousands of dollars are

being spent for traffic calming studies to be done
around town; maybe that money would be better
spent installing sidewalks?

Westfield Chief of Police, Bernard Tracy, says
that the safest place for pedestrians to cross is at
a traffic light, but everyone agrees that a traffic
light cannot be installed at every corner. First of
all, it would be silly. Second of all, it would be
ugly. We’re not a big city. We are suburbia.

Though the program where people signed a
pledge not to speed was a good idea in theory,
speeding is, and has been, against the law. We all
do it, on Lawrence, Central, Rahway, Boulevard;
the unbroken straight roads, you glance down at
the speedometer, and suddenly realize you’re
doing 45 in a 25!

Maybe the residents of Westfield have slowed
down over the years, and maybe those that haven’t
will after reading this. The question is, how to
communicate this to the out-of-town visitors?
Should we pull over each speeder and thank them
for coming to town with a 5 percent coupon for
any store downtown, provided they agree to slow
down?

We’re all busy people with places to go and
things to do. As drivers, let’s slow down a little, be
more courteous and pay more attention. As pe-
destrians, let’s remember to wear light clothing at
night, to use the crosswalks and to stay alert.
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Cooney Celebrity Boxing Benefit
Was Westfield Event of the Season

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Policemen’s Benevolent Association
(PBA) with Gerry Cooney’s F.I.S.T.
(Fighters’ Initiative for Support and Train-
ing) organization pulled no punches last
Saturday night at Temple Emanu-El.

There was a packed house of over 600
fun-loving notables enjoying dinner, the
spirited exhibition boxing and entertain-
ment. It is estimated that those present
helped raise over $50,000 for The Weldon
FOP (Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
Progressiva) Research Fund.

Mr. Cooney delighted the overflow
crowd with his warm personality, tower-
ing professional presence and tireless per-
formance. Many “look-a-like” celebrities
were present such as those portraying Don

King and Chippendales. There were stun-
ning women in evening gowns. Jon
Bramnick, who was the ringside announcer
and auctioneer, even masqueraded as a
comedian.

In the Main Events, Mr. Cooney faced
off and lost hard-fought battles against
pugilists Congressman Donald Payne,
Senator Raymond Lesniak, Westfield Po-
lice Chief Bernard Tracy and Westfield
Police Sergeant “Irish Ed” Maguire.

Westfield celebrities were proud to put up
their fists, including Police Sergeant Will
“Dollar Bill” Moffitt, Police Detective Jim
“Mac” McCullough and Mike “Kid Kramer”
D’Innocenzio. One female boxer took one
on the chin, but later reappeared to the crowd
to prove she had a “stiff upper lip.”

Other local stars participated, including
New Jersey State Trooper Mike “Sucker

Punch” Small.
The whole night was a “knock out.”
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Diction Deception

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cracche – To scratch
2. Chelonian – Pertaining to tortoises or

turtles
3. Sponsion – A formal promise or

pledge
4. Locusta – A small spike or elongated

cluster of flowers in grasses

CRISPATION
1. Crumbling; losing cohesiveness
2. Performing the work of a shoemaker
3. Harding of material, due to dehydra-

tion
4. The act of curling, or state of being

curled
APOCRUSTIC

1. An agnostic or non believer
2. An astringent or repellent
3. Taking away or diminishing the appe-

tite
4. One given to falsehoods; prevarica-

tions
SANGUIGENOUS

1. Producing blood
2. Cruel; mean
3. In a relaxed state; resting
4. Oozing; seeping

THYLACITIS
1. Degenerative disorder caused by cal-

cium deficiency
2. Inflammation of the oil glands of the

skin
3. Inflammation of the Adam’s Apple;

goiter
4. An alkaline imbalance

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of free
time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Letters to the Editor

CELEBRITY KNOCKOUT...The Gerry Cooney Celebrity Boxing and Dinner last Saturday night at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield was the gala event of the season. With a packed house, it was quite a show and a lot of fun. More than $50,000
was raised to benefit The Weldon FOP Research Fund.

Horace R. Corbin, Benjamin B. Corbin and David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times


