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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

By Lauren Pass for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE POINT...Congress Candidate Tim  Carden, right,  outlines the
issues last week that he believes are most important for the voters and for the
country in conversing with Horace Corbin, Publisher of The Westfield Leader
and The Times.

Congress Candidate Carden
Speaks On The Issues

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tim Carden, Democratic candidate
for New Jersey’s 7th Congressional
District of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, told The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood that New Jersey is an indepen-
dent minded state. He hasn’t taken a
poll lately and although he suspects
his opponent, incumbent Mike
Ferguson may have a lead in the polls,
the race is tightening.

“Congress is broken, which is the
fundamental reason I started (this
campaign). There is no advocate for
the individual citizen. Congress as it
is today — there are too many spe-
cial interests.”

Mr. Carden thinks that three or
four important issues need to be ad-
dressed right away by Congress, par-
ticularly protecting social security
and implementing a prescription drug
program without borrowing from
Medicare. He says congress must
accept the obligation. With regard to
funding, it’s a matter of priorities for
the individual and not those of spe-
cial interests; especially faced with a
deflated economy, just coming off 9/
11 and currently involved with the
war on terrorism.

When asked about property taxes,
Mr. Carden relayed that although it
is a state issue and not so much a
federal issue, he believes that costs
must be moved to other sources.
Particularly, this applies to educa-
tion in that it is a most divisive issue
– pitting those with children in school
against others that may be on a fixed
income and cannot live with the con-
stantly rising property taxes.

Mr. Carden was uncertain about
voter turnout this November 5 in that
it is an off year. He hopes for a good
turnout.

When asked about the last minute
withdrawal of Bob Torricelli from
the senate race and replacement with
Frank Lautenberg, Mr. Carden said
that he has to rely on the opinion of

the State Supreme Court where the
best interests of the public are served
when they are given a choice. “The
voters can now decide the issue —
which is better than the alternatives,”
he said.

Mr. Carden remarked on his own
campaign, “This is a race with a clear
choice – Ferguson is ‘Congress as it
is today’ – but I’m a ‘ProChoice’
candidate. I am happy to have en-
tered the race with an independent
approach. It’s been the greatest chal-
lenge but one most rewarding.”

Candidate Campaign Release

Mayor McDermott Sees WF
Security as Ongoing Priority
WESTFIELD – “The events of

September 11, 2001, changed
everyone’s idea of how safe we are as
a nation,” said Mayor Gregory Mc-
Dermott.

“As a result, the town of Westfield
has worked very hard over the past
year to ensure that our community is
prepared and ready for any emer-
gency. We want to be sure that we are
not just safe, but that our residents
truly feel secure”.

Hometown security, according to
the Mayor, emerged as a significant
town priority over the past year and
he credited Westfield’s police and
fire departments with being a part of
an integrated effort to update and
expand the town’s emergency man-
agement plan.

Under the town’s expanded and up-
dated emergency management plan,
which is being led by deputy fire chief
Ray Luck, procedures are being put
into place to address new concerns,
such as problems with the water sup-
ply, and to meet such challenges as the
need for shelter provisions. Emergen-
cies that occur at any Westfield school
have also been studied.

“Westfield has always had an emer-
gency management team and a plan
for addressing more commonly
known disasters, such as floods.
However, current events have de-
manded that we take an even more
comprehensive and coordinated view
of emergency preparedness and re-
sponse,” said Mayor McDermott,
who is seeking a second term in
office on November 5. “Westfield’s
top-notch law enforcement and fire

safety professionals have been in-
strumental in bringing hometown
security in line with current needs
and concerns.”

The Mayor also cited the tremen-
dous emergency resources and ser-
vices that the town is provided
through the auspices of Westfield’s
all-volunteer Rescue Squad.

“During these stressful times,
Westfield is fortunate to be able to
count among its emergency assets a
Rescue Squad that has been recog-
nized by the State of New Jersey’s
Department of Health and Senior
Services as the Emergency Medical
Services (EMS) Volunteer Service of
the Year,” Mayor McDermott com-
mented.

Mayor McDermott said that greater
cooperation and communication has
been developed between local gov-
ernment and its counterparts at the
county, state and federal level, and
that Westfield has introduced new
technologies, including Reverse 911
capabilities, in order to maximize
the town’s coordination with all agen-
cies and offices in the case of a large-
scale emergency.

“We have an obligation to be pre-
pared that extends beyond our town
borders,” said the Mayor. “When the
hometown is secure, the homeland is
secure.”

“Hometown security will remain a
top priority for me as Mayor,” said
Mayor McDermott, himself the grand-
son of a New York City police officer.

To read more about Greg
McDermott’s other priorities, please
visit www.mcdermott-team.net.

OPTIMISTIC CANDIDATES...Westfield Optimist Club President Jay Boyle
(center) presented certificates of appreciation to Westfield’s two mayoral
candidates, Tom Fuccillo (left), the challenger, and Greg McDermott (right),
the incumbent, at the club’s monthly meeting on October 9 at Ferraro’s. The two
candidates outlined their campaign platforms and ideas for town government.
The election will be held on November 5 this year.

We own and offer:

Coupon:

Maturity:

Approximate Price*

[Call Date/Call Price*]

Yield to Maturity*

[Yield to Call]

Please call a Morgan Stanley Financial Advisor today.

Kim Lavin
Branch Manager’s Assistant

203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 233-0025

Tobacco NJ Settlement Finance Corp.
Asset Backed Bonds
6.125%

06/01/42

100.00

6.12%

06/01/2012 @ 100.00

6.12%

Contact:

*  Subject to change in price, yield and availability.  Insurance, if any, does not pertain
to yield quotations or market values, which will fluctuate over the life of the bonds,
but covers only prompt payment of principal and interest when due.  Some bonds may
be subject to the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT).

Additional call features may exist.  Please call a Morgan Stanley Financial Advisor for
further details.

Morgan Stanley’s Financial Advisors do not provide tax advice.  Please consult with
your personal tax advisor before making any tax related decisions.
Morgan Stanley is a service mark of Morgan Stanley Dean Witter & Co.  Services are offered through Morgan
Stanley DW Inc., member SIPC. © 2001 Morgan Stanley DW Inc.
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* Offer valid at our Westfield Branch only. Member FDIC. UnitedTrust Bank 
is a registered service mark of United National Bancorp. Equal Opportunity Lender.

Introducing UnitedTrust Bank

www.unitedtrust.com

1. 800. 223.1123

Savings 

Free Convenience
Checking

Personal Loans

IRAs/CDs

Business Banking

Online Banking

Trust and Investment
Services

Commercial Loans

We can relateSM

We just opened a new branch located at 900 South Avenue.We’re looking forward
to building new relationships with customers like you. At UnitedTrust, we help 
families find the financial solutions that will make their lives easier — from Free
Convenience Checking to retirement planning.We help small businesses grow 
and growing businesses succeed. Now you can have the convenience and the 
personalized service you deserve, close to home and close to your business.
Because when it comes to the right financial services, we can relate.

ready to bank closer to home?

looking for a bank that cares about you and your needs?

want a bank that is more than just convenient?

— we can relate

Stop by and ask us about Convenience Checking — it’s FREE for Life!*
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and maintain the loss

“I will safely and quickly end your specific struggle
with food. . . whether it’s cravings, excessive portions,

binge eating, or something else.  Day in and day out, I help
people conquer the challenges that stand between them and

their weight-loss & maintenance goals.”
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Board Certified  Insured  Private Appointments
908-301-0445  www.DrRonnyGlassman.com
Other services available.  Please call or visit.

Congressman Mike Ferguson
Visits Leader/Times Office

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On Tuesday, Congressman Mike
Ferguson stopped by the office of
The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood to talk
about his campaign, issues facing
the nation and matters of the district.

Though the Congressman is cur-
rently showing a strong lead in the
polls over his Democrat opponent,
Tim Carden, he says he is “not taking
it for granted,” He will continue to
campaign for the next three weeks.
He noted that the important work in
Congress come first, and said that the
local support he has received during
the campaign “means a lot.”

Congressman Ferguson said that
he has not only been representing
New Jersey and the 7th Congres-
sional District in Washington D.C.,
but he has also been present in the
communities in the district. Mr.
Ferguson says that he has been “an
independent voice for the district
and  New Jersey.”

On the last minute ballot switch
between Bob Torricelli and Frank
Lautenberg, the Congressman said
that, aside from the partisan aspects,
it was “sad” from a citizens’ perspec-
tive. He said that he has been working
toward and will continue to try and
restore peoples’ “faith in the process.”

One of the issues that Congressman
Ferguson feels is important to the 7th
Congressional District is the first bill
that he introduced in Congress. This
bill will provide more federal funding
for special education, bringing it from
the current 17 percent to 40 percent
over a six-year period.

Congressman Ferguson says that
this bill will benefit mainstream chil-
dren as well, because the school boards
will not have to choose where to put
the funds. It will benefit the property
tax payers, because this will make up

for a current shortfall in funds.
Mr. Ferguson said that the issues

with Iraq are very real and very seri-
ous. He told The Westfield Leader
and The Times that there very well
could be war, but that the choice is
fully within Saddam Hussein’s hand.

He said the sniper situation in the
D.C. area worries him and that he is
concerned for the people and for his
staff. One problem is that there are
no uniform gun laws in the country.
Although New Jersey has good laws,
other states do not.

On the economy, Mike Ferguson
said that Congress and the President
are watching the economy. He called
the recent recession one of the “short-
est and shallowest” in U.S. history –
that we seem to be coming out of it
now. It is his feeling that last year’s
tax cut should not be rolled back, and
that the market needs to be stabi-
lized. Congressman Ferguson also
mentioned two pending bills in the
house that could help.

The first bill would increase the
amount that citizens are allowed to
deduct on their taxes from losses in
the stock market from $3,000 to
$8,500. The second bill would change
the age for mandatory closing of an
IRA from 70 and a half to 75 years
old. This would help seniors, as they
would not be forced to sell invest-
ments in a down market. Also, people
are living and working longer.

The Congressman said, “there is
great reason for hope and optimism
for the future of our county. If people
are willing to be involved and to help
each other, there is no obstacle that
we can’t overcome. There is nothing
we can’t achieve.”

Mr. Ferguson said that he and his
wife Maureen are expecting their third
child, and that he welcomes this time
to spend with his family before re-
turning to D.C. later this week.

MOMENT TO RELAX...Congressman Mike Ferguson found time to talk to the
staff at The Leader/Times office this Tuesday. Pictured, left to right, are: with
the Congressman from the left are Lauren Pass, Jennifer Pinto, Suzette Stalker
and Michelle LePoidevin.

FMBA Notes Mistakes
In Fund Drive Mailings

WESTFIELD – Westfield
Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Asso-
ciation (FMBA) Local No. 30 revealed
that recent mailings for its annual fund
drive contained some errors.

The mailing indicates that
Westfield’s fire department is a volun-
teer unit, when in fact it is a paid
department. The fund drive is for
FMBA Local No. 30, a fraternal orga-
nization of which paid members of
the department are members.

Any donations benefit this organi-
zation on a local level. In addition, the
website listed on the mailings in all
lowercase letters is case sensitive and
will only work if typed with all capital
letters. The FMBA apologized for the
confusion.
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Advertising

Call The
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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times


