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Do Traffic Signals Make Matters Better Or
Is The Real Issue The Amount Of Traffic?
Proposals for new traffic signals in neighborhoods - such as the one proposed for the intersection of
Clover Street and Central Avenue in Westfield -- create
controversy. There are good arguments on both sides,
for and against. When it comes to one’s home or one’s
child walking to school, the issue becomes personal. It
doesn’t matter what town it might be; all residents have
similar concerns and emotions. If new traffic lights
were proposed for Martine Avenue in Fanwood, New
Providence Road in Mountainside or Central Avenue
in Westfield, the apprehensions would be the same.
There are strong emotions for and against the proposed traffic signal at Clover and Central. The proponents want a safe means for children to cross Central
Avenue while going to school. The opponents say that
the light would cause traffic to divert onto the back
streets and create more hazardous conditions for the

adjacent neighborhoods where kids play.
There have been petitions from neighborhood groups
to stop the light. Then there’s the “backpack brigade”
– where memos are sent home from school with the
kids to parents to promote the project. There are calls
and letters to the newspaper. We understand there is a
neighborhood meeting tonight at 6 p.m. in the Administration Conference Room of the Municipal Building.
We feel it’s good for the issues to be discussed by the
neighborhood. There are many agencies involved, and
presumably their experts can help with the review. For
a traffic light to be approved, the state and county
highway departments – and the town -- are all involved.
Whether or not this light proves sensible, isn’t the
real issue the amount of traffic? Traffic is like water
rolling downhill – if it is stopped in one place, it will
flow somewhere else.

Letters to the Editor
BRAKES Group Thanks All For A
Successful Walk to School Day
The BRAKES Group of Westfield
would like to thank everyone who participated in the third annual Walk Our Children to School Day on October 2. Parents
and children from Westfield’s six elementary schools took part. Approximately 2,800 people left their cars at
home and walked to school on a beautiful
Fall morning, 1,000 more than last year.
Raffles were held to win the honor of
walking to school with the Mayor, a
principal or a firefighter. We would like
to thank Mayor Gregory McDermott
who accompanied Franklin third grader,
Brendan Dean.
We would also like to thank the six
firefighters who each walked a child to
school: Captain Daniel J. Kelly, Deputy
Chief Raymond Luck,Jr., firefighters
James Pfieffer, John Peterson, Michael
Skubish and Angelo Bencivenga.
Special thanks also go to all the el-

ementary school principals who walked
a child to school, even toting a backpack.
We would like to thank Coldwell Banker
for their generous support for the stickers
that were given to each walker and Moto
Photo for discounting our film development.
Thank you to Superintendent of Schools,
William J. Foley, the Town Council members and all the other officials who participated and supported this event.
It was very pleasant to have a morning
with happy children walking and much
less traffic and congestion around all the
elementary schools. We hope that more
people will walk their child to school as
part of their daily routine. It is safer,
cleaner and healthier for us all.
Diedre Gelinne,
Sara Strohecker
The BRAKES Group of Westfield

Mr. Ratner Raps Assemblyman Munoz
For Stance on Lautenberg Candidacy
Republican Assemblyman Eric Munoz’s
comments concerning his party’s failed
attempt to deprive New Jersey voters of
their right to vote for Frank Lautenberg
represents a fascinating case study of selfcontradiction.
On the one hand, Dr. Munoz admits that
Senator Torricelli made the “right decision”
to withdraw from the Senatorial race. On
the other hand, Dr. Munoz apparently be-

St. Bart’s Labor Day
Festival Committee
Says Thank You
The Festival Committee for this year’s,
St. Bartholomew’s Church – Scotch Plains/
Fanwood UNICO Chapter, Labor Day
Festival would like to thank everyone who
participated.
We would especially like to thank those
who found time to volunteer either during
the festival to run a game, sell pastries, 5050 raffles, soda, ride tickets, or work behind
the scenes to set up, restock or break down.
Because of your efforts and the generous participation from all who attended,
UNICO and St. Bartholomew’s Church
will again be able to contribute to so many
worthy charities.
See you next year.
Dan Mazzagetti
The Festival Committee
Scotch Plains

lieves that no one else can be permitted to
run against his party’s candidate, thereby
allowing him, in effect, to declare victory
without subjecting himself to the petty indignity of an election! That’s utter nonsense.
This type of attitude is more appropriate
to one-party dictatorships than it is to our
system of constitutional democracy. Can
anyone remember the last time that Fidel
Castro actually lost an election?
Notwithstanding the plaintive bleating
of a party whose past acts of electoral
mischief added the words “Watergate” and
“hanging chads” to the lexicon, the right to
freely choose and vote for candidates is
fundamental to our society.
I’m pleased to report that Dr. Munoz and
I agree on at least one critical point. As he
succinctly phrased it, “The law is crystal
clear.” Indeed, it is. New Jersey’s highest
court and the United States Supreme Court
were not particularly impressed by this
latest manifestation of the Republican predisposition to electoral misconduct.
Now that the courts have spoken with
finality, I trust that Dr. Munoz will respond
by respecting their decisions to the same
degree that he, no doubt, expects of Democrats with regard to prior rulings that favored his own party. Such a response would
neither be Democratic nor Republican. It
would simply be American.
Robert J. Ratner
Westfield

County, WF Commended
For Traffic Stop Light
We would like to commend Union County,
the Westfield Police Department and the Town
of Westfield for finally taking action on the
installation of a traffic light at Central Avenue
and Clover Street. For years this intersection
has been an extreme danger to our children
and residents of our community.
Rarely do cars yield to pedestrians; and
even when a crossing guard is present, many
drivers go around stopped traffic. These conditions threaten the safety of children daily.
A traffic light will slow down traffic, and
ensure it stops so that children are able to
cross safely. The technology available today
will allow for sensors to be placed in the light
that will keep traffic moving yet provide a
mechanism for safety. Installation of a traffic
light is a proactive way to keep our children
safe and avoid a tragedy.
Steven Lee and
Julie Tarr,
Westfield

WHS Pupil Says Class
Rank Should Be
Updated or Eliminated
While reading the “State Test Results…” article in the September 26 issue, I noticed the topic of class rank
nestled between Night Place dates and
HSPA scores. While the issue may seem
like a new reason to form a committee to
my classmates and I and, in my opinion,
is in need of reevaluation.
After a quick look at the several college-oriented websites I’ve had
bookmarked since freshman year, I recognized that class rank is more important than I’d initially realized. It seems
to me that if I’m not in the top 30 percent
of my class, I won’t be getting into any
of the schools whose credentials I have
memorized.
Does it seem reasonable that if I earn
one “B” more than another person, I will
be demoted to the feared top 50 percent?
The problem is that WHS students do
not receive the slightest bit of information about their class rank or GPA until
about a month or two before applications go out, giving us no chance to
improve ourselves to the level we’d need.
The class rank system is due to be
updated, or all together eliminated, and
this matter needs to be taken seriously.
The Board of Education should actually read the Ridge High School report
before deciding on something that will
in no way effect them but will decide
whether or not I get into the college
whose pennant is hung on my bedroom
wall.
Christina Hamway
Westfield High School
Junior
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Message of Hope Delivered
Through Forget-Me-Nots
By BEN CORBIN and JENNIFER PINTO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With a special
remembrance of the son she lost on September 11, 2001, Diane Horning recently
made an emotional appeal for the ashes of
her son and others lost in the collapse of the
World Trade Center to be returned to the
site as part of a fitting memorial.
Held two weeks ago at Mrs. Horning’s
Scotch Plains home, the press conference addressed legislation that would
require ash collected at the World Trade
Center site to be returned there for use in
a memorial honoring the victims of last
year’s terrorist attacks.
The ashes of people who died in the
collapse of the towers is now mixed with
ash that is piled at the Fresh Kills landfill
in Staten Island, N.Y.
In explaining her desire for requesting
the return of the ashes of victims who
were not recovered or identified after the
tragedy, Mrs. Horning shared a poignant
memory of her 26-year-old son, Matthew, that returned to her in a special
way earlier this year.
“Every Mother’s Day, my son would
take me to the flower store and help me
pick out flowers for my garden,” said
Mrs. Horning.
She recounted that he would then carry
all the flowers and load them in her car.
For one day, he would be at his mother’s
side to help her plant flowers.
“He was my lackey for the day,” said
Mrs. Horning.
This past Mother’s Day was extremely
difficult for Mrs. Horning. Her son was

no longer there to take his mother to the
flower store. This year, Mrs. Horning
could not muster the strength to plant her
garden without her son, so she left the
garden untouched.
After some time had passed, Mrs.
Horning noticed that there was a weed in
the garden, but decided not to pull it out
because the weed had a very pretty blue
flower on it. Shortly afterward, she
looked at her garden again and noticed
that Forget-Me-Nots had started growing all over her garden. The blue flowers
struck Mrs. Horning because she and her
son had never planted Forget-Me-Nots
in the family garden.
Recently, Kurt Horning, Matthew’s
father, was shopping in an antique shop
in Westfield, where he came across a
beautiful piece of china that had ForgetMe-Nots painted on it. With his wife in
mind, Mr. Horning purchased the piece.
Mrs. Horning explained that her
husband’s mother had once hand painted
china. She stated that when her mother-inlaw died, all of this ornate china was lost and
never seen again by the rest of the family.
Ironically, when Mr. Horning came
home that day with the piece of china, he
noticed that the signature on the china
happened to be that of his mother.
Mrs. Horning felt this coincidence
served as a reminder for her family to
never forget what happened to Matthew.
As she works in support of the legislation
for return of victims’ ashes to the World
Trade Center site, she hopes all families
will have a place to go in order to feel
closer to their loved ones.

Celebrity Boxing, Dinner to Aid
Weldon F.O.P Research Fund
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield Police Chief Bernard Tracy
entered the ring the first time for F.I.S.T.
and fought Gerry Cooney in an exhibition match in Gleason’s Gymnasium in
New York on April 19.
“I had told Cooney, that we have this
family in town, Hillary and Bill Weldon,
who have done so much for the town of
Westfield and that they have a daughter,
Whitney, with a genetic disorder and we
would like to do something,” said Chief
Tracy. “So, Gerry, myself, the PBA and
Temple Emanu-El, which is providing
the facility, are presenting this Celebrity
Boxing and Dinner on Saturday, October 12, at Temple Emanu-El, located at
756 East Broad Street, Westfield, to
raise money for the Fibrodysplasia
Ossificans Progressiva (FOP) cure.”
Chief Tracy continued, “We would
like the Weldon family to know that the
people of Westfield really care and wish
to support them in any possible manner
to lessen their burden. It’s also a fun way
to raise money, to see their police chief
being beaten up. But seriously, we want
to educate the public about F.O.P. and,
united, we can support this effort. We’re
also looking to the government to join
this effort and, working jointly, we can
find a cure for F.O.P.”
Chief Tracy added, “Personally, I’m
motivated about this event, simply because the Weldons are a great family that
is generous, although very private. They
just do things, get them done and don’t
talk about them. Now, they have a personal situation and they need to know that
the people from Westfield will help them
out, share in their pain, and give back as
much support as possible. The awareness
of this disease and the disease are sometimes things that just get lost. Working
together, maybe a cure can be found.”
The Main Event will feature Gerry
Cooney versus Congressman Donald M.
Payne, Cooney versus Senator Raymond
Lesniak, Cooney versus Chief Tracy and
Cooney versus Westfield Police Sergeant “Irish Ed” McGuire. Additional
boxing participants will include
Westfield Police Officer Lisa “The
Shark” Perrotta, New Jersey State
Trooper Mike “Sucker Punch” Small
and Mike “Kid Kramer” D’Innocenzio,
among other celebrity participants.

The welcome will be at 6:30 p.m.,
with dinner at 7 p.m., followed by the
Celebrity Boxing Events at 8:30 p.m.
For more information, please call Chief
Tracy at (908) 789-4016.

Let me preface this letter by saying that
drivers who do not respect designated
crosswalks are wrong, and that people
should be able to step into crosswalks with
the reasonable expectation of being able to
cross a street without fear of injury.
That said, am I the only churl who
believes there has to be a modicum of
common sense as to where crosswalks are
placed, such that drivers might reasonably
be on the lookout for them?
I earned my first driver’s license in New
Jersey over thirty years ago, I moved back
some six years ago. The push for crosswalks has been comparatively recent, and I
will freely admit that there has been a need
for driver reeducation on my part with
regard for the need to stop at crosswalks (I
will also admit to the need for education on
those rare occasions when I have driven in
those small New England towns to which
communities in New Jersey are erroneously compared).
I grew up as a pedestrian, bicycle rider
and driver on the notion that one crossed at
a corner, at a light, or where there was a
crossing guard. One did NOT cross in the
middle of the block. It is surely convenient
for the elderly and those with children to
have a crosswalk in front of Lord & Taylor
in Westfield, as it is to have one in front of
the Post Office in Scotch Plains and the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building - I surely
know where to look for these now (although, even now, I must make mental
notes as I drive). But there was a time when
I did not know they were there and a longer
period when it did not register; people from
out of town surely do not know to look for
them. Indeed, to stop at some crosswalks
risks being rear-ended.
I would submit that, if the pedestrian
flow justifies a crosswalk at a place other
than a corner, it justifies a traffic light to
facilitate that flow (or a pedestrian over/
underpass). If it does not justify a light, it
can only be because there is a corner nearby

being moved up the list, the residents
have to pay a percentage of the cost of
the curb replacement.
Also, while he advocates for
an expanded curb replacement
program, Mr. Fuccillo fails to
mention how he intends to pay
for it. As a candidate, it’s easy
to endorse program after program, but as an elected official,
you have to make the hard decisions of allocating limited resources to many worthy projects.
For the last two years, I believe Mayor
McDermott and the Town Council have
done an admirable job of keeping municipal tax rates down while investing in
the kind of programs-including curb and
sidewalk repair - that keep Westfield the
first-rate town it is.
Matthew Albano
Westfield Councilman

WF Councilman Echausse Rebuts
Candidate’s Remarks on Spending
As Westfield’s First Ward Town Council representative and a member of the
Town’s Finance Committee for the past
two years, I take exception to recent
statements made by Mark Kuehn and
other Democratic candidates
for local office regarding the
Council’s spending practices.
Far from being “wasteful,”
Town Council budgets under
Mayor Greg McDermott have
been among the most fiscally
responsible and efficient
spending plans in the last six
years. With 10 years experience in the
municipal finance industry, I can assure
you that the Town of Westfield budgets
and spends your tax dollars wisely and
effectively. In fact, in the last two years
since Mayor McDermott has been in
office, the municipal portion of local tax
bills have risen on average 4 percent per
year while County property taxes have
risen an average 10 percent per year.
In the midst of election season, it’s
easy for candidates to make blanket state-
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Yarage – Manageability of a ship at
sea
2. Sevum – Fat, as used in the preparation of ointments
3. Mactation – The killing of anything
offered as a sacrifice
4. Crapulence – Sickness caused by
overindulgence in food or drink
CRACCHE
1. To scratch
2. A sand crab
3. Cranky; irritable
4. A hard, brittle biscuit
CHELONIAN
1. Any fern or wallflower
2. In India, a disciple or novice
3. Pertaining to tortoises or turtles
4. Having pincerlike claws, such as
crabs or lobsters
SPONSION
1. A formal promise or pledge
2. Money; coin; wealth
3. The property of a bishop or clergyman
4. A structure that projects over the
side of a ship or boat
LOCUSTA
1. A private place where conversation
is permitted
2. A small spike or elongated cluster
of flowers in grasses
3. The order of large winged insects
related to grasshoppers and crickets
4. A poisonous liquid alkaloid resembling nicotine

Local Driver Cites Problems With
Unexpectedly Placed Crosswalks

Westfield Councilman Responds To
Campaign Release On Curb Projects
I would like to respond to Tom
Fuccillo’s campaign release regarding
curb replacement, which appeared in
last week’s Westfield Leader.
As a member of the Public
Works Committee and as Chairman of the Finance Committee, I
wanted to correct several inaccuracies contained in Mr. Fuccillo’s
release.
Currently, it is the town’s
policy to pay 100 percent of the
costs for those curbing projects that are
initiated by the Town. Contrary to Mr.
Fuccillo’s release, the Department of
Public Works currently does have a detailed, prioritized list of streets and curbs
in need of repair. If a taxpayer, however,
desires to be moved up the list, then he or
she could do so by getting the majority of
the residents living on the street to agree
to the curb replacement. In return for
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ments about our town’s spending plan
without providing any details on what
they would do differently. But it is elected
officials who have to make the hard
choices. I would ask, what area of “wasteful” spending would Mr. Kuehn
cut back? Police and fire protection? Road repair? Park and field
maintenance? Traffic safety initiatives?
Ironically, the one spending
program Mr. Kuehn praises is
the Sidewalk Repair Program,
which Mayor McDermott championed back in 1999, when he represented the First Ward on Town Council.
I certainly welcome any debate or
dialogue over the Town’s spending priorities, but instead of new ideas being
put forward, we are seeing the same old
tired campaign rhetoric. The residents
of Westfield are smarter than that and
they deserve better.
Peter Echausse
First Ward Councilman
Westfield

usually with a light (West Broad Street in
the case of Lord & Taylor, East Second Street/
Front Street in the case of downtown Scotch
Plains) or because there are broader issues that
must be addressed in a comprehensive manner (i.e. traffic flow and speed on East Broad
Street, speed on North Avenue, traffic flow
from Rte 78 onto Park Avenue).
In these instances the onus is always
on the driver, and as a driver I accept it.
But is difficult enough to be a defensive
driver without the additional challenge
of negotiating unexpected crosswalks.
Michael Lewis
Fanwood

Resident Says ‘No’
To Traffic Light at
Central and Clover
Having lived on Frances Terrace in
Westfield for 27 years, I’m disappointed
and confused as I find myself, (with my
neighbors), battling the traffic light at
Clover and Central Avenues again!
I was confused when I obtained a copy of
the letter that was sent February 20, 2001, by
Thomas B. Shannon, (former Town Administrator) to G. Bruce Conner, (Director/
County Engineer), requesting the Traffic
Control Signal. The letter states, “the Town
has been petitioned by parents in the neighborhood who seek this traffic control system.” I have spent the past ten days speaking
to my neighbors (both sides of Central Avenue and Clover Street), and I have yet to find
anyone who has signed a petition or were
asked their opinion on the traffic control
system before Sunday, September 29.
1. Where are these petitions? We would
like to see them.
2. We live in the neighborhood. We
weren’t asked to sign them.
In additional conversations with Town
Officials (present and past), I have been
informed that there was never a vote by our
Town Council following any discussion of a
Traffic Control System at this intersection.
My neighbors, and I want the streets to be
as safe as possible for all the children, but
we feel the traffic control system will not
necessarily make this happen. It has been
proven that traffic control systems do not
slow down the traffic, but in fact speed up
as cars approaching a yellow light speed up
to get through it. People also have the
tendency to speed up afterwards due to their
lack of patience after waiting at a light.
We feel that a solution to the problem
might be:
1. Change the speed limit to 25 miles per
hour on the entire length of Central Avenue.
2. To slow the traffic down on Central
Avenue, put the Town Police Officer out
there and give the speeders tickets!
3. Put a Police Officer out there with the
Crossing Guard.
Christine Povalac
Westfield

Westfielder Calls For
Fellow Residents To
Speak Out on Issues
Will residents join the call for a Referendum on building parking decks in Westfield?
We know that Corporate Westfield wants
it –
And the Chamber of Commerce wants it –
And they want the Westfield taxpayers to
pay for it –
What do you want?
This is an invitation for non-corporate
residents to contact your Town Council
Members at the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street.
If you’re concerned about Global Warming, corporate involvement in our elections,
corporate-controlled government and corporate-media – Now’s the time to say so.
To original slogan of the Republican
Party was: “Capital Shall Not Own US.”
Shall Westfield have “money values” or
life values”?
It’s in your hands –
Barbara Briemer
Westfield

Another Letter to
the Editor on Page 7

