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Marylou Morano for The Westfield Leader
STEPPING BACK IN TIME…Sergeant James Bowers, left, of Avenel and
Adopho Lorenzo of Orange performed as part of the Timeline Field Musick Fife
and Drum Corp. during the Union County Harvest Festival last Sunday. The
event was held at the Trailside Science & Nature Center in Mountainside.

Westfield Residents Busted for Maintaining
Methamphetamine Lab and Stolen Property

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield residents Candice Singer,
42, and Damon Anthony Brown, 39,
were arrested by Mountainside and
Westfield Police on September 25
for manufacturing methamphet-
amine, a controlled dangerous sub-
stance, in their Orenda Circle home.

Additionally, Singer was charged
with numerous counts of bur-
glary in connection with a
large amount of stolen prop-
erty being stored at her home
and in various public storage
facilities in Greenbrook and
Mountainside.

Singer was held at the
Somerset County Jail over
the weekend and then re-
leased on $215,000 bail, ac-
cording to Mountainside Po-
lice Lieutenant Todd Turner.

Brown is still being held at
the Union County Jail in
Elizabeth on $150,000 bail.
He is being charged with the
manufacturing of metham-
phetamine, while police of-
ficials continue to investigate
his role in acquiring the sto-
len property.

Singer, who is originally
from Westfield, practiced law in
Oregon for 14 years, before return-
ing to Westfield earlier this year, to
live in her mother’s Orenda Circle
home.

Lieutenant Turner confirmed that
officials were investigating Singer
as a suspect for the theft of license
plates prior to her arrest.

He told The Westfield Leader that
during the course of the investiga-
tion they received information from
the Greenbrook Police Department
that Singer was suspected of bur-
glarizing public storage facilities.
The Mountainside Police also de-
termined that she had a public stor-
age locker rented in her name at a
facility in Mountainside and that
she had been seen stealing property
from other storage lockers, which

led to her arrest.
According to Westfield Police

Public Relations Officer, Detective
Sergeant John Rowe, Singer began
her crime spree in approximately
January of this year. Since then, she
had stolen an enormous amount of
property, much of which the police
believe was taken from homes, ga-
rages, businesses and other public

storage lockers.
Westfield Police Lieutenant John

Parizeau also confirmed that Singer
had been using an abandoned ga-

rage near Temple Emanu-El on East
Broad Street to hide some of the
stolen goods. Chemicals were also
discovered in the basement of the
empty home on the property, but
were deemed to
belong to the
previous owner.

On Tuesday
morning, a

chemical com-
pany was present,
performing clean
up and packaging
of the chemicals
for disposal.

Sergeant Rowe
reported that the
property recov-
ered consisted of
a wide variety of
items; such as
jewelry, com-
puter equipment,

power tools and china.
“She apparently would gain ac-

cess without having to actually break
in, by burglarizing unlocked homes

or open garages,” Sergeant Rowe
told The Leader. “She also took
construction materials from homes
under construction.”

Sergeant Rowe could not quan-
tify the amount of
property, but Lieu-
tenant Turner said
that the
Mountainside Po-
lice have two 10 x
10 storage bins
filled from floor to
ceiling with stolen
property.

Sergeant Rowe
said that she would
hide the stolen
property in her

home and in various garages and
abandoned houses.

In a press release, the Westfield
Police reported that the Newark Drug
Enforcement Clandestine Labora-
tory Team responded in the early
morning of September 25 to, “fur-
ther the investigation and to assist in
the suspects’ apprehension.”

“We believe that the majority of
the property in our possession is not
from Mountainside burglaries,”
Lieutenant Turner stated. “Some of
the property is just junk.”

The Westfield and Mountainside
Police are doing an inventory of the
property, attempting to connect it with
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“Ms. Singer is no dummy.
She put herself through law
school. She comes from a lovely
home and has a lovely mother.
She just got wound up with
something bad.”

Mountainside Police Lieutenant,
Todd Turner

FW Pedestrian
 Struck By Car
On North Ave.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Sunday afternoon, 41-year-
old Fanwood resident, Tricia
Gaglias, was struck while cross-
ing North Avenue in front of Lord
and Taylor.

According to Westfield Police
Department Lieutenant John
Parizeau Ms. Gaglias stepped into
the crosswalk after a car in the
westbound lane had come to a
stop, when the vehicle operated
by Lucio Molina-Herrera, 21, of
Plainfield passed the stopped ve-
hicle on the right, and struck Ms.
Gaglias.

Molina-Herrera was charged
with failure to yield to a pedes-
trian in the crosswalk.

Lieutenant Parizeau stated that
Ms. Gaglias sustained injuries
from the accident and was trans-
ported by the Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad to University Hos-
pital in Newark.

According to Rogers Ramsey, a
spokesperson for University Hos-
pital, Ms. Gaglias was treated and
released on Sunday.

Two pedestrians were killed in
1999 at two locations on East
Broad Street and another woman
was killed in December of 2000
on North Avenue, west of Tuttle
Parkway.

BOE Hears Review of Project ’79;
Needs Public Input on Class Rank

By CHARLOTTE LEDERMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

As requested by its members, the
Westfield Board of Education re-
ceived a comprehensive report on
Project ’79 at the regularly sched-
uled meeting on Tuesday.

Project ’79 Coordinator Alan
Lantis presented the board with the
history, goals, structure, and success
of the program.

Called “a school within a school”
by Board President Arlene Gardner,
Project ’79 is “an alternative pro-
gram” at the Westfield High School
(WHS), said Mr. Lantis.

So named because of the year of its
implementation, the program con-
tinues with the same philosophy be-
gun in 1979, in which “at risk stu-
dents” are given a different support
system than other students.

Originally a more marginal project,
the program has grown to include
today a staff of eight, around 85
students, and involves students in
every year of high school. The teach-
ers instructing in this part of the
school are regular WHS ones, yet
have received the knowledge neces-
sary to deal with the special needs of
the students in Project ’79.

Mr. Lantis spoke of the public’s
common misperception of these stu-
dents. While there is no exact profile
for a student who should be, or is

currently enrolled in the program,
the students do possess a, “risk for
not doing as well as they should.”

Mr. Lantis added that though they
all are “students who are discon-

Freeholder Bd. Recognizes
Feats of County Residents

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

With just a few weeks to go before
an election in which their 9-0 major-
ity will be at stake, the regular meet-
ings of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders have focused their
recent sessions on issues of conten-
tion and a great deal of plaudits for
county residents and organizations.

At its meeting last week, the Free-
holders presented resolutions of con-
gratulation to four student-age mem-
bers of the Martial Arts America
National Competition Team that won
13 world championship medals, six
of which were gold medals, at an
international tournament this past
summer in Toronto. Samantha
Grzywacz, Zack Skolnick, Kate Judd
and Sarasijhaa Desikan, who repre-
sented the U.S. at the summer compe-

tition, are students at the Martial Arts
America Taekwondo School in Scotch
Plains, where they are taught and
coached by Jeff Serdinsky, who was
also recognized by the Freeholders.

In other business, Union County
will enter into a one-year $284,744
contract with Union County Educa-
tional Commission of Westfield to
provide educational services to those
in the county’s juvenile detention
center.

The county will also require addi-
tional legal counsel on matters re-
lated to its waste flow control over
solid waste; as a result, the county’s
$515,000 contract with the Westfield
law firm of Garrubbo, Romankow &
Rinaldo will be increased by $20,000.

The Freeholder Board also ap-
proved a resolution congratulating
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Tamaques Way Residents
Angered Over Bad Paving

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s Westfield Town
Council meeting, residents of
Tamaques Way were in attendance
to ask the governing body about what
would be done to fix a recent road-
work that was done.

Mayor Gregory McDermott ex-
plained that the council was trying to
make the road better with a limited
amount of money, and that this was
an, “experiment” used on Tamaques
Way and Irving Avenue.

According to Town Engineer Ken-
neth Marsh, the town was attempting
to fill the cracks in the road in order to
extend the life of the road. He said that
this paving process, called
“micropaving” is a newer version of
when the town used to stone the roads.

Mr. Marsh said that, though he was
on vacation at the time, an inspector
was present and that the final effect of
the project was not known until it was
finished. He added that though it does
not look good, it will hold up through
the winter and it can be overlaid.

He said that it, “came out lousy,”
and that he is contacting the contrac-
tor, Dausch King, to come back and
fix it.

Tamaques Way resident, Donald
Beiner, told the council that the pav-
ing is a, “nightmare of a problem.”
Explaining that there is tar on the
Belgium Block curbing, and then there
are spots where there is no tar on the
roadway. He then said that the town
was not going to be able to fix it.

“I accept that challenge,” Mr.
Marsh said.

Fourth Ward Democratic Council-
man Lawrence Goldman said that he
and fellow Fourth Ward Democratic
Councilwoman and Tamaques Way
resident Susan Jacobson walked on
the street and talked with the resi-
dents since the paving was done.

Councilman Goldman stated his
concern that the manholes, sewer
breaks and gas caps had been sealed,
and that this was a safety issue.

Vito Scorcia, Tamaques Way resi-
dent, said that he spoke to the con-
tractor while they were doing the
work and that he was told there was
a problem with the machinery.

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilman Rafael Betancourt stated that
payment should not be authorized
for the job until the contractor re-

turns to fix the problem.
Tamaques Way resident Joseph

Mandrillo said that his neighbor, Mr.
Greiner had done a nicer job on his
own driveway. He questioned if ei-
ther the process or the contractor had
ever been used in town before.

Mr. Marsh said, “no”, adding that
the contractor has, “been wanting to
try this process,” in Westfield for
some time.

Mr. Mandrillo also said that laying
the stones may have been annoying,
but it worked.

Mayor McDermott asked when the
contractor was coming to look at the
road.

Mr. Marsh said that he didn’t know,
but that payment has not been made,
and that the town will “do what we
can to get it remedied.”

Tamaques Way resident, Mary
Shendell, said that the workmanship
was not good. She explained that the
grass and leaves were not all blown
out of the street. She said that a
workman also urinated on her
neighbor’s lawn.

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
DEN OF THIEVES...This Orenda Circle home was the hub of activity this week when Westfield and Mountainside Police
discovered that Candice Singer and Damon Anthony Brown concealed stolen property and a methamphetamine lab there.
Police were on the scene on the evening of September 24 to raid the house. Singer and Brown were arrested the following
day.

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
HIDDEN TREASURE...Located near Temple Emanu-El on East
Broad Street, this abandoned home and garage were allegedly
used by Singer and Brown to hide stolen property.

GOP, DEM Campaigns In Progress;
Forums Set By League, Leader/Times

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Two hundred years ago, a candi-
date running for office, only needed
a soapbox and a bullhorn to run a
successful campaign. Before the ad-
vent of automated recorded messages
and e-mail, many public officials
could win their elections with a hand-
ful of buttons and a catchy slogan.

Today however, it takes a little
more political savvy and a lot more
money to get into office, whether it’s
for the office of the President of the
United States or a town council seat
in a small borough like Fanwood.

As Election Day approaches, the
political parties in every municipal-
ity have been getting into gear to
raise funds and publicize their candi-

dates. Long before the public hears
who the new slate of candidates will
be, the party chair people and their
committees in each town have spent
hundreds of hours in meetings and
on the phone, selecting prospective
candidates, mapping out campaign
strategies and formulating their po-
sitions.

Fanwood’s Democratic Commit-
tee Chairman, Tom Plante, explained
to The Westfield Leader that there are
many behind-the-scenes people, bal-
ancing their full-time jobs while vol-
unteering a lot of their free time to
make the campaigns successful.

Mr. Plante said that much of the
committee’s activities are based on
past experience of successful cam-
paigns.

“The size of the town and past
experience will dictate how much
money you raise and how much you
will need to spend,” Mr. Plante re-
marked. “That number is constantly
being revised as the campaign
progresses.”

Listening to what the people on
the street are saying is one of a
campaign’s main ingredients, Mr.
Plante added.

Ken Lipstein, Democratic Com-
mittee Chairman for Scotch Plains
told The Leader that in addition to
preparing literature and raising funds,
another function of the committee is
to seek out endorsements and sup-
port for their candidates from other
politicians such as senators and other
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Join the Team:
The Westfield Leader

and THE TIMES of

 Scotch Plains- Fanwood

Freelance Reporters:
We are currently seeking

freelance professionals to cover
meetings in Westfield,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. Freelancers must be
available during evening hours.
Meetings typically covered in
our newspapers include Board
of Education, Planning Boards,
Municipal Councils, etc. Col-
lege students welcomed. For
information, contact Lauren
Pass at (908) 232-4407 or send
email to editor@goleader.com.

Student Interns:
Area high school students who

are interested in journalism are
encouraged to write for The Stu-
dent View, a weekly column by
local high school students. For
information, contact Jeremy
Lipstein at
Jlipstein@goleader.com.
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
• Jennifer Johnson, 23, of Rahway,

was charged with driving while intoxi-
cated, theft of $20 from a pocketbook
and unlawful taking of a motor vehicle
from Westfield Avenue, after a motor
vehicle accident on Rahway Avenue.
She was transferred to the Union County
Jail.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
• A Boulevard resident reported an

unlawful entry to his garage. An air
compressor, line trimmer and bicycle
were reported stolen. There was no sign
of forced entry.

• A Floral Court resident reported a
burglary and theft from their garage. A
bicycle was taken.

• A resident of Belmar Place re-
ported the attempted theft of her iden-
tity. She was notified by the Vailsberg
branch of First Union Bank after some-
one tried to withdraw $5,000 and at-
tempted to open a credit card account
using her name.

• A Massachusetts Street resident
reported that two motor vehicles were
entered unlawfully and $8 in change was
stolen.

• A Connecticut Street resident re-
ported that a motor vehicle was entered
unlawfully, and that the registration was
removed and found on the ground, noth-
ing was reported stolen.

School Board Addresses Loan Request
From McGinn Playground Committee

By JENNIFER PINTO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- At the regu-
lar scheduled public meeting held by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education on September 26, the
board focused most of their discus-
sion on the McGinn Elementary
School playground and whether or
not the board should help the play-
ground committee with funds to pur-
chase and install a rubber surface
underneath the playground.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
Choye stated that playgrounds are not
considered an educational expense.
She added that grassy areas and black-
top are more important for physical
education due to their functional uses.

According to the board, play-
grounds have always been funded by
playground committees and the only
cost incurred by the district is related
to maintenance.

Board member Thomas Russo
stated, “Playgrounds are fundamen-
tal needs of elementary schools…it’s
our obligation to provide it.”

The board also spoke about possi-
bly writing a policy that would ad-
dress such requests.

Dr. Choye opened the meeting with
a PowerPoint presentation thanking
the board members and the commu-
nity for such a successful school
opening.

She particularly thanked Business
Administrator/Board Secretary An-
thony Del Sordi for making sure that
everything was done on schedule
and within the budget. A special
thanks was also given to former Act-
ing Governor Donald DiFrancesco
and to Governor James McGreevey.

The photographs included in the
PowerPoint presentation also dis-
played the amount of progress in the
district with special thanks given to
all of the custodians.

According to Dr. Choye, the board
is planning a community welcome
tour on Saturday, November 16.

In Mr. Del Sordi’s construction
update, he stated, “We continue to
move forward. We are looking to
occupy most of the space by October
1.”

Mr. Del Sordi mentioned that the
incomplete multipurpose rooms
should be completed by November
and that the high school elevator
should be complete by the new year.

The board acknowledged five let-
ters to the board; two of those letters
were regarding the McGinn School
playground.

In the superintendent’s report, the
board approved 81 students for out of
district placement in public or pri-
vate schools for the 2002-2003 school
year in the amount of $2,851,182.
The approval of the K-8 programs of
study and the adoption of the Strate-
gic Plan/District Priorities for 2002-
2003 was also officially approved.

The board publicly acknowledged
the receipt of the graduation statis-
tics for the Class of 2002, which
stated that 259 students graduated
last June, equaling 100 percent of the
senior class.

Substance Awareness Coordinator
for the school district, Liz Knodel
Gordon, presented a drug and alco-
hol survey report presentation to the
board in which she reviewed rel-
evant findings of the survey of 10th
and 12th grade students.

Mrs. Gordon actively involves stu-
dents in programs such as the Teen
Involvement Program for Students
(TIPS) and Students Against Drunk
Driving (SADD). Part of Mrs.
Gordon’s program includes interac-
tion with teachers, principals, coun-
selors and parents. She also gives
classroom presentations and has spe-
cial guest speakers address the stu-
dents.

In other business, the board ap-
proved the transportation routes. Ac-
cording to Mr. Del Sordi, all trans-
portation issues discussed at the Sep-
tember 13 meeting have been ad-
dressed and that the district contin-
ues to address any other issues that
may arise.

“Most of the transportation is go-
ing well,” said Mr. Del Sordi.

The board also approved the first
reading of the following board poli-
cies: Conflict of Interest, No.
4119.21; Evaluation of the Superin-
tendent, No. 2131.1; Internet Safety
Policy, No. 6142.20; Board of Edu-
cation Meetings, No. 1120; and Board
Committees, No. 9130.

The board also gave the green light
to the first and final reading for adop-
tion of the following regulations:
Evaluation of the Superintendent,
No. 2131.1R and approved the fol-
lowing polices/regulations to rescind:
Policy Committee, No. 9130; Board
Committee, No. 9130; Board of Edu-
cation Meetings, No. 9322; Com-
mittee of the Whole meetings, No.
9322; Agenda Setting Meetings, No.
9322; Communications addressed to
or directed to Board of Education,
No. 9322 and Agenda Setting Ses-
sions, No. 9322-R.

These polices will be received by
the school board’s Policy Committee.

The board also approved minutes
for meetings on August 15 and 29.

The next meeting will be held on
Tuesday, October 8, at 7:30 p.m. in
the administration building.
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WF Residents Busted By Cops
For Stolen Property, Meth. Lab

previously reported burglaries, in or-
der to return as much of the property
to the rightful owners. Several
Westfield residents, who previously
reported stolen items, have already
been contacted.

Any Westfield residents who have
been the victims of a burglary, whether

CLEARANCE!
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School Board Hears Review of Project ’79;
Requests Public Input on Class Rank

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
nected from school,” beyond that, they
are all as diverse as any other group or
sample of students.

Youngsters who would most benefit
from Project ’79 are usually identified in
eighth grade and referred by guidance
counselors. Other students enter after
enrolling at WHS. Mr. Lantis stressed
that entry and exit from the program is
completely voluntary, yet, “the vast
majority stays right through graduation”
after beginning in ninth grade.

Teaching the core courses, such as
English, history, math, and science,
Project ’79 allows students to then
participate in electives with the rest of
the WHS student body. The project
coordinator also stressed that the teach-
ing and resulting support provided by
the program was instrumental to its
success.

Maintaining a “team approach,” the
teachers, vice principal, guidance coun-
selors and student assistant counselor
work closely together to improve the
students’ attitude about their studies
and the learning process in general.
Combining an “academically rigorous
program” with active parent and fac-
ulty involvement, the project works to
make the student “respond because it’s
personalized,” said Mr. Lantis.

This “close knit atmosphere” has
worked quite well, as demonstrated by
the program’s longevity and success of
its graduates, approximately ninety
percent of who go on to higher educa-
tion.

Mr. Lantis believes that the greatest
indicator of the program’s success was
the consistently “increased participa-
tion in school activities” that an other-
wise disaffected youth would not par-
take in. It is believed that without
Project ’79, many of these success stories

would instead end as they do in other
school systems where a large portion of
students either fail or drop out.

Indeed, board member Alice
Hunnicutt brought to everyone’s atten-
tion the repeated state awards and rec-
ognition Project ’79 has received.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam Foley then gave his regular report
to the board. At this meeting, he took
the opportunity to not only frame the
Project ’79 report, but provide an out-
line of the board goals as well.

During a recent retreat, the board
approved these goals, hoping that they
remain the primary focus this year. Dr.
Foley and other board members, how-
ever, wished to note that the board
would not be limiting themselves to
the items given and were flexible in
their discussions.

The list of board goals includes be-
ginning an early revision of the 2003-
2004 budget and establishing budget
priorities, improving communication
with the public, expanding partner-
ships with community organizations,
investigating the reporting of class ranks
and its impact on college admissions,
completing school construction
projects, continuing staff training in
differentiated instruction, reviewing
and improving building security, ex-
ploring imposing fees for the use of
school athletic fields, and improving
study skills at the middle school level.

Mrs. Gardner said that these items
appeared to be “the perfect compro-
mise of an overworked (staff) and an
over-ambitious board.”

Initiated at the previous meeting,
the board continued its discussion of
class rank. Mrs. Gardner voiced con-
cern about the construction of a well-
rounded committee to deal with the
issue. All members concur that teach-
ers, guidance counselors, parents, and
students should comprise the evolving
15-member committee.

After a straw vote, it was determined
that WHS Principal Dr. Robert Petix
should act as chairman.

The board asks the members of the
Westfield community, particularly par-
ents of middle and upper school stu-
dents, to contact Dr. Foley or Mrs.
Gardner if they would like to be con-
sidered for a position on the commit-
tee. The board hopes that parents and
students alike will demonstrate a com-
mitment to this issue while voicing
their various, strong opinions on the
matter.

In other board business, the board’s
recognition of the public led to a dis-
cussion of the department of special
services. Over the years, the school
system has witnessed an increased
demand for physical and speech thera-
pists.

To better accommodate these needs
and to become more cost effective,
Westfield has hired a full-time em-

ployee. Parents, however, were dis-
pleased about the manner in which this
change occurred. Many voiced con-
cern that the transition was not a smooth
one, and was an area, along with in-
creased communication, that needed
further attention.

Finally, Mrs. Gardner announced that
Monday, October 14, will be used by
teachers for “In-Service workshops” while
the Westfield Public Schools will be closed
in observance of Columbus Day.

She also noted that 50 volunteers have
joined the Sharing Talents and Skills
program, which facilitates community
members sharing their knowledge and
expertise with children in the classroom.

The Administration Building on Elm
Street, where board meetings are held,
will serve as a meeting place for the
Rotary Club of Westfield’s “Pedals for
Progress” bike and old sewing ma-
chine donation drive.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders
Frederic R. McDaniel of Westfield,
who was sworn in as a Superior
Court Judge on September 23.

The board also passed a resolu-
tion lauding Norbert Bernstein,
who retired this month as Director
of the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary. The board’s next regular
meeting will be held on Thursday,
October 10.

previously reported or not, should con-
tact the Westfield police, by calling
(908) 789-4000 or by filling out a
report at police headquarters. Resi-
dents who may not realize that they
have been burglarized are also urged
to check their personal property to
determine if anything is missing.

Mountainside Police are also ask-
ing those residents who have been the
victims of a burglary, who have not
previously reported the incident, to
call the Mountainside Police. Police
from both municipalities are working
together to inventory all of the items.

Lieutenant Turner said that Singer
was very cooperative and helpful in
the investigation. She admitted to be-
ing a methamphetamine user.

“Ms. Singer is no dummy,” he said.
“She put herself through law school.
She comes from a lovely home and has
a lovely mother. She just got wound up
with something bad.”

Fred Mumford, spokesperson for the
DEP told The Leader that the DEP was
called in to the case. The DEP assisted the
Westfield and Mountainside Police in dis-
posing of chemicals, which were discov-
ered at an off site property where the two
suspects were storing the chemicals and
stolen properties. Mr. Mumford confirmed
that these were determined to be chemi-
cals used to manufacture drugs and would
be handed over to a hazardous waste
company for storage and disposal.

*  *  *  *  *
Lauren S. Pass also contributed to

this story.
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Tamaques Way
In other business, Councilman

Betancourt announced that the first meet-
ing for the stakeholders in the ShopRite
grid will be held on Wednesday, October
16, at 7 p.m. in the Community Room
with Wilbur Smith.

Wilbur Smith has been contracted to
complete the studies for the purpose of
traffic calming in the grid. Councilman
Betancourt asked that all individuals who
have done research and counts to please
drop them off to Town Administrator
James Gildea, so that Wilbur Smith can
evaluate them. He also invited all of the
residents of the grid to the meeting.

The council then went into closed
session to discuss police contract nego-
tiations.

The next public meeting of the
Westfield Town Council will be on Tues-
day, October 15.

legislators.
William McClintock, Chairman of

the Republican Committee in Scotch
Plains, is a professional political con-
sultant who has been involved in hun-
dreds of campaigns on the federal,
state, county and local levels.

With a limited amount of campaign
dollars to cover costs, it is a part of Mr.
McClintock’s job, he told The Leader,
to advise the parties on how to get the
most out of their limited funds.

When council members leave of-
fice or pass away, elections must then
be held several years in a row. When
this occurs, raising campaign funds
year after year becomes more diffi-
cult as even die-hard supporters can
get tapped out, Mr. McClintock ex-
plained.

“Not every candidate is a Jon
Corzine,” Mr. McClintock remarked.
He pointed out that since September
11, it has become increasingly diffi-
cult to raise money.

“The candidates that have the bet-
ter campaign advisors definitely have
the advantage,” he commented.

Ken Rotter, Democratic Commit-
tee Chairman in Westfield told The
Leader that the main part of their
campaign was walking door to door.
In fact, all of the committee chairper-
sons who spoke to The Leader agreed
that campaigning door-to-door was
one of the most effective campaign
strategies, which they all employed.

“Campaigning door-to-door fosters
a very personal, one-on-one constitu-
ent service between our candidates
and each voter,” Mr. Rotter remarked.
“The candidates learn what the issues
are because the voters tell us what the
issues are,” he stated.

“All of the candidates deserve to be
commended for their tireless and self-
less dedication,” Mr. Rotter remarked.
“It is no easy task to cover each ward,
which can have more than 2,500 doors
the candidates knock on.”

Money and media are certainly im-
portant to a successful campaign.
However, all of the committee chair-
persons that The Leader interviewed
agreed that listening to voters about
their concerns and issues was the
most important strategy.

Some of the committee chairper-
sons said that they thought that there
was a distinct difference in the styles
of government and philosophical ide-
ologies between Democrats and Re-
publicans, while others felt that this
distinction was minor at the local
level.

When asked if a one-party council
was the goal of each party, Mr. Lipstein
said that he believes that a two-party
system with a balanced town council
makes for a more dynamic govern-
ment.

“It would be better for Scotch Plains
if the Republican stranglehold on the
council was broken,” he stated.

When one party holds a majority on
the council for many years, no inno-
vative ideas are forwarded and gov-
ernment can stagnate, Mr. Lipstein
remarked.

A mixture of both parties brings
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new ideas and approaches to the table
for a more forward thinking approach
with less complacency, he added.

Mr. McClintock, on the other hand,
expressed that an all-Republican coun-
cil has proven to be very successful in
Scotch Plains for many years.

“The Republicans have pretty much
had control of the council for 35 years
with a few brief exceptions,” Mr.
McClintock remarked, “and there was
as much dissention on some issues as
when there were mixed councils.”

Mr. Plante suggested that some as-
pects of running a municipal govern-
ment, such as voting for patronage
jobs, goes smoother, with less dissen-
tion, with a one-slate council.

Mr. Rotter commented that there is
no Democrat versus Republican way
to fill a pothole.

As an example of the similarities
between the two parties, Mr. Lipstein
pointed out that a zero percent in-
crease in taxes, lauded by the Repub-
licans, was also the equivalent of a
zero point decrease, signifying that
there was actually agreement between
the parties on the tax increase insti-
tuted by the Democrats in 1999.

“They had an opportunity to re-
verse the tax increase, but chose not
to, which says they agreed with it,
despite professing themselves to be
the lower tax party,” Mr. Lipstein
commented.

“It’s all very tactical,” Mr. Plante
observed.

Forums for this year’s candidates
are in the process of being arranged
by the League of Women Voters and
The Leader. The forums will be video
taped and shown several times on the
local television stations prior to the
day of election, November 5.

The date for the Westfield forum
has been set for Thursday, October 17
at 8 p.m. in the Council Chambers of
the Westfield Municipal Building on
Broad Street.

The Scotch Plains forum is set for
October 10 at 6 p.m. in the Township
Municipal Building. Fanwood’s fo-
rum date will be announced in the
near future. There is no forum sched-
uled for Mountainside this year as the
candidates are running unopposed.

League of Women Voters Director,
Margaret Walker told The Leader that
this year the League has instituted
changes in the format, eliminating
the opening statements and shorten-
ing the closing statements.

Additionally, questions are being
submitted to the League by mail,
rather than allowing questions from
the floor. This fosters a less inflam-
matory atmosphere of personal agen-
das during the forums, Ms. Walker
explained. She also reported that co-
ordinating dates between the parties
has frequently been a problem in the
past.

All of the chairpersons expressed
their hope that more people would
take an interest in local government
and get out to vote. They encourage
all to attend the candidate forums and
to watch them on local television
stations.


