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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK
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“24 Years of Experience Settling
Significant Injury and Accident Cases.”

Call For a Free Consultation

“No Fee Unless Money is Collected.”

(908) 233-5800
2281 South Ave., Scotch Plains
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• You provide the food.
• We organize the total setup.
• We provide elegant & responsible service.
• We are professional in apperance.

“Our job will not end ‘til the last dish is clean!”
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* References

Provided

United Fund of Westfield
Kicks Off Season of Caring
WESTFIELD -- The United Fund

of Westfield recently kicked off its
annual fundraising campaign on be-
half of local human care agencies at
the home of Lisa and John Ripperger.

Linda Maggio, Executive Director
of the United Fund, said the kickoff
event was the largest in recent
memory. She thanked J & M Market
of Mountainside for providing the
food for the event.

“We are here tonight because we
believe in the important work that
our 22 funded human care agencies
do every day,” said Campaign Chair-
man, Frank Isoldi. “People often say,
‘Westfield is different.’ And they’re
right. We are different because we
care about our community and one
of the ways we show our commit-
ment is by giving generously to the
United Fund.”

In his remarks, Mr. Isoldi also
thanked Ms. Maggio for her direc-
tion in handling double duties at the
United Fund: not only did the Fund
sponsor a successful annual cam-
paign but also organized a drive to
assist families of local victims of
September 11. A year later, Ms.
Maggio continues to work tirelessly
on their behalf.

The guests included members of
the Pillars Club, leadership givers,

and United Fund volunteers who work
throughout the year to raise the funds,
review the work of the agencies, and
distribute the donations.

The Fund’s goal this year is
$673,000 which will be distributed
among 22 human care agencies in-
cluding the American Red Cross,
ARC of Union County, Center for
Women and Families, Mobile Meals
of Westfield, Westfield Community
Center, the Westfield “Y” and Youth
and Family Counseling Service.

For more information or to be-
come a volunteer, please call the
United Fund of Westfield at (908)
233-2113 or e-mail the organization
at unitedfund@westfieldnj.com.

First year free, then keep only a $100 balance. Member FDIC. UnitedTrust Bank 
is a registered service mark of United National Bancorp. Equal Opportunity Lender.

Introducing UnitedTrust Bank

www.unitedtrust.com

1. 800. 223.1123

Savings 

Free Convenience
Checking

Personal Loans

IRAs/CDs

Business Banking

Online Banking

Trust and Investment
Services

Commercial Loans

We can relateSM

We just opened a new branch located at 900 South Avenue West. We’re looking 
forward to building new relationships with customers like you. At UnitedTrust,
we help families find the financial solutions that will make their lives easier — from
Free Convenience Checking to retirement planning.We help small businesses grow
and growing businesses succeed. Now you can have the convenience and 
the personalized service you deserve, close to home and close to your business.
Because when it comes to the right financial services, we can relate.

ready to bank closer to home?

looking for a bank that cares about you and your needs?

want a bank that is more than just convenient?

— we can relate

Candidate Campaign Release

Whitaker Confronts DEMs
On Property Tax Reform

An article contained in The Times last
week by the Fanwood Democrat candi-
dates stated “Republicans on the Fan-
wood Council blocked the chance for
voters to send a message (on property
taxes) to Trenton on Election Day.” The
article was seriously in error.

The article says a bill calling for a
constitutional convention is, “blocked
by legislators who don’t trust the will of
the people to reform property taxes.”
That’s in error: The Governor opposes
the convention, according to The Star-
Ledger. Further, since the Democrats con-
trol the General Assembly and are evenly
split with Republicans in the Senate, this
“bipartisan bill” could pass. Apparently
Democrats don’t — to use the Democrat
candidates’ language — “trust the people.”

Maybe that’s because Governor
McGreevey and the legislature recognize
some problems with the bill.

As for Fanwood, I proposed a detailed
resolution calling on the legislature to take
a number of steps to reform property taxes.
My resolution called for a constitutional
amendment with the following provisions:

The State, and only the State, shall fund
from its general revenues the core curricu-
lum content of the schools of this state, as
established by the State Board of Educa-
tion, at a uniform rate per pupil, adjusted
annually to reflect the change in the Con-
sumer Price Index of the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics, and:

The school property tax, as adopted
by individual local school districts, shall
be the sole source of funding for con-
struction and maintenance of school
buildings as well as administrative and
other expenses not covered by the core
curriculum funding provision, and:

Neither the legislature, counties, munici-
palities, school boards nor special districts
authorized to levy taxes would be permitted
to adopt a budget whose increase exceeds
the rate of increase in the consumer cost-of-
living index, as determined by the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics, plus the percent-
age increase in population as determined by
the U.S. Bureau of the Census, and:

To insure that school property and equip-
ment are perpetually maintained in a condi-
tion conducive to learning, establish an
Office of the Inspector General within the
New Jersey Department of Education, to

conduct an annual general inspection of
each school district’s business functions
and physical plant. When any Board of
Education achieves an unsatisfactory rating
three years in a row, its members, the
Superintendent, School Business Admin-
istrator and Board Secretary shall be re-
moved from office and new members and
officials shall be appointed by the Commis-
sioner of Education, and:

Provide that in any regional district,
whether school, fire or other special pur-
pose, each property with the same fair
market value shall pay the same dollar tax
to that district, regardless of the community
in which it is located, and:

Provide that the State of New Jersey may
not issue any general obligation bonds, and
that the legislature may not appropriate any
funds to cover any default in any bonds
issued by the State, its agencies, public-
purpose corporations or similar entities.

This resolution was not debated because
it failed to obtain a second. If any measure
was “blocked,” it was my resolution. The
Democrats on council could have sup-
ported it, but chose not to.

It is true there was informal discus-
sion of the bill calling for a constitu-
tional convention. However, no one on
council — including the two Democrats
– thought the bill had enough merit to
draft and introduce a resolution support-
ing it. Very simply, Republicans cannot
“block” what we were never given an
opportunity to formally consider.

One more point: The Democrat candi-
dates say they will “work on the munici-
pal level to turn up the heat on reluctant
legislators and let the taxpayers voices
be heard.” If they are truly concerned
about property taxes, perhaps they will
also “turn up the heat” on the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders (9-
0, Democrat) to curb the excessive spend-
ing and tax increases they have burdened
taxpayers with in the last two years.

But don’t hold your breath waiting for
that to happen. One of the candidates
works for the Freeholders. I suspect he
knows that if he “turns up the heat” on his
bosses, they’ll turn him out into the cold.

Joel Whitaker
Fanwood Council President

Republican Union County
Freeholder Candidate

Candidate Campaign Release

Westfield Candidate Kuehn
Unveils Election Website

WESTFIELD — Time was, not long
ago, custom websites for local candidates
were unheard of (actually, who heard of
any website ten years ago?) No longer, as
demonstrated by Mr. Kuehn’s spiffy new
website. You may see it at
kuehnforcouncil.com.

Mr. Kuehn’s website is filled with back-
ground information, issues, photos, and
interactive pages for e-mailing with com-
ments, questions, contributions, volun-
teering, even to request bumper-stickers.

The website was provided courtesy of
Mr. Kuehn’s friend and neighbor, Dan
Marionni.

“I had no plans to create a site until I
ran into Dan one day and he offered it,
which I gratefully accepted,” said Mr.
Kuehn.

“I see how much Mark cares for our
community, and hard he’s working. I
just wanted to do my part,” said Mr.
Marionni.

“Mark is doing a superb job showing
residents he is the candidate of choice, and
this is just one more way for his message
to reach the community,” said Tom Jardim,
Westfield Mayor, 1997–2000 and Kuehn’s
Campaign Manager, “and of course I’m
flattered he put me on his home page,”
added Tom, smiling.

Mark Kuehn lives on Embree Cres-
cent with his wife, Margaret, raised in
Westfield, and his two children, 8 and
12, of Franklin and Roosevelt schools.

Mr. Kuehn is a business lawyer, a
former business owner, and has served as
a volunteer fireman and rescue squad
volunteer. He is involved in a variety of

local activities, active in the Westfield
YMCA’s Y’s Men’s Club, sponsor of
the December Elm Street Tree Sale and the
children’s Halloween Parade. He is on the
Board of the Westfield /Mountainside
Red Cross, serving as Chairman of its
Troops Project for our Troops in Af-
ghanistan, and is on its Disaster Team for
local disasters. Mr. Kuehn also is an
active officer and director of the Westfield
Rotary and a member of the Westfield
Chamber of Commerce.

To discuss any issues, Mr. Kuehn can
be reached by at (908) 301-5642 or
mkuehn@lindabury.com,  or through his
website. Mr. Kuehn will be pleased to send
you a removable bumper sticker.

See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim HelyW
DI�IOIA�BOYLE

A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

C E RT I F I E D  T R I A L  L AW Y E R S *

EISMANHELY

Candidate Campaign Release

GOP Says County Residents
Complain of Tax Increases

COUNTY -- From one end of the county
to the other, the Republican nominees for
election to the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders have heard a steady
stream of complaints from voters about the
double digit tax increases voted on by Angel
Estrada, Nicholas Scutari, Rick Procter and
the other members of the all-Democratic
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

“People simply don’t understand why
their town councils can hold down spend-
ing, while the all Democrat Freeholder
Board raises county taxes across Union
County at a rate four, five or six time the
rate of inflation,” said Joel Whitaker,
Fanwood Council President and one of
the three Republicans seeking election
to the Freeholder Board.

Elyse Bochicchio Medved, a Rahway
Councilwoman and Republican Free-
holder nominee, said, “People simply

don’t understand why they are seeing
double digit county tax increases when the
streams in Cranford and Rahway are loaded
with debris, lakes in county parks are
overgrown with weeds, and the sound
system during the Freeholder’s Septem-
ber 11 Memorial Observance didn’t
work.”

“Hard working men and women need
Freeholders who will work to hold taxes
as low as possible,” Ms. Bochicchio
Medved stated. “They tell us they don’t
think they are getting fair value for the
taxes they pay to Union County.”

“It’s time to put county government
on a diet,” said Anira Clericuzio,
Cranford attorney and the third Republi-
can nominee.

She added that the Republican team is
committed to holding county tax in-
creases to the rate of inflation.

GATHERING FOR UNITED FUND...A large crowd recently came to the home
of Lisa and John Ripperger in Westfield to kick off this year’s United Fund of
Westfield fundraising campaign.

WARMING UP...Westfield Police
Chief Bernard Tracy spars with Gerry
Cooney in preparation for Celebrity
Boxing Event on October 12.

Celebrity
Boxing & Dinner

featuring

Gerry Cooney
at

Temple Emanu-El
Westfield

October 12
starts 6:30 p.m.

Call 908.789.4016


