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Arts & Entertainment
Take the Stage

With Susan M. Dougherty

Celebrating National Arts & Humanities Month/October 2002
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Lowe Leaves ShowLowe Leaves ShowLowe Leaves ShowLowe Leaves ShowLowe Leaves Show
By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When last we left President
Bartlett and the Wingers on NBC’s
Emmy Award-winning “The West
Wing,” the nation’s fictitious
leader hadjust ordered and com-
pleted a hit on an Arab official
who was supporting terrorism.
Nothing short of Godfather 3
drama, Aaron Sorkin and his writ-

ing team practically swiped the way
a string of hits were carried out by
Michael Corleone’s posse. There
was the balcony scene, intermittent
shots of the gunfire on the official,
eerie pauses and knowing glances
between the Wingers and a billow-
ing silhouette of the Pres after he
found out the deal was sealed. Puh—
lease. With the exception of C.J.’s
reaction to her bodyguard’s death,
the season finale couldn’t have been
done with less tact.

In fact, the better ending for the
season, and the show in general,
was co-star Rob Lowe’s announce-
ment that he was bowing out of his
role as the mechanical, yet comical
Sam Seaborn after serving only 16
additional episodes. The revela-
tion stunned the press, which
pressed for more information than
the canned quote Lowe provided
about not getting the salary bump
he deserved.

Everyone knew the reasoning
went deeper and that the 38-year-
old hunky actor’s adieu probably
had more to do with the fact that the
show has been spiraling downward.
Sadly enough, Lowe found him-
self standing outside of the Wingers
circle during the ensemble’s Emmy
acceptance speech like the new kid
on the first day of school, wearing
a pocket protector.

The show may be Emmy-rich,
but the quality of the program’s
content, which was better in the
first season, has been waning. In
some cases, subtitles are neces-
sary for all of the mumbled back
and forth banter and, unless you’ve
been following along for the past
three seasons, you may be lost in
a sea of bewilderment, switching
to competing dramas, which might
offer a clearer delivery.

This Wednesday’s 2-hour pre-
miere was even more fodder for
the mill. The episode, which
ended with three of the main char-
acters walking up to the White
House like Dorothy, the Tinman
and the Scarecrow approaching
the Emerald City, matched none
of the teasers promised by the
previews. Viewers were led to
believe that Sheen’s ranting,
“They were not born wanting to
do this!” and C.J.’s slamming
papers down on her desk, would
actually lead us down some wor-
thy dramatic path. Instead, we
were left hanging and hopeless.

The only credible dramatic per-
formances came from the depart-
ing Lowe and Dulé Hill’s charac-
ters. It looks like Hill will have to
carry the show once Lowe leaves.

You don’t want to get brazen
and play hide and seek too long
with your viewers, no matter how
many statuettes you’ve got on your
mantle. Sooner or later, the up or
down buttons on our remotes will
become more appealing and we’ll
find something more worthy of
our limited window of television
time. Denying Lowe his salary
bump might have temporarily
spared the network some money,
but it will be costly in the end.

Will “Wing” soar without Lowe?
I don’t think so.
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By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD -- When was the last
time you attended live theater and
found yourself so riveted with a per-
formance that you, along with the rest
of the audience, held your breath in
anticipation of the next line? That
magic happened last Friday night
when the Theater Project at Union
County College presented, Artist De-
scending a Staircase by Tom Stoppard.

As the stage lights dim, the audi-
ence hears a tape of footsteps climb-
ing metal stairs and then the words,
“Ah, there you are!” followed by a

thud. When the lights come up in the
intimate theater space, an artist
named Donner lies behind the sofa
with one lifeless arm draped on its
edge.

His lifelong friends and artist room-
mates, Beauchamps and Martello,
replay the same audiotape that cap-

tured the assumed murder’s voice on
tape, and argue about who was re-
sponsible for the death. Each sus-

pects the other, since they both seem-
ingly have motives involving a beau-
tiful girl from their past.

So begins the story line set in
London that unravels as a series of
flashbacks from 1972 to 1914 and
concludes to 1972. In the flashbacks,
the three men discuss art, the artist’s
relationship to it, and to society.

But the structure of the play, albeit
cleverly woven in typical Stoppard
fashion, is not the major beauty of the
piece. Nor is it for what this perfor-
mance will be most remembered.

A well-cast ensemble of profes-
sionals that knows pacing and timing

is responsible for the show’s stellar
quality. Each of the three male roles-
Harry Patrick Christian as Martello,
Rick Delaney as Donner, and Gary
Glor as Beauchamp, shines in their
individual and collaborative efforts.

These Equity actors show range of
emotion, depth of intensity, and a

sense of comfort in
being their characters.
Tragic circumstances
they reveal are punc-
tuated by comedic
moments, especially
from Martello, that il-
lustrate versatility and
adaptability as actors.
We buy into the 50-
year time span com-
pletely sans the ben-
efit of elaborate cos-
tuming, or make-up
because they believe
who they are.

The professional
newcomer in the en-
semble of four,
Vanessa Britting, the
sole female, is the one
who mesmerizes the
audience with her cap-
tivating monologues.
Her beauty, both as
the blind character
and as an actress, hyp-
notize. No wonder the
three men have been
entranced for decades
by her spell and her
own death; she in-
spires much of their
art.

When she has been jilted by
Beauchamps and confesses to what

             Courtesy of Mark Spina
UNDER HER SPELL...The mesmerizing beauty of Sophie, played by Vanessa
Britting, is appreciated by the artist, Donner, played by Rick Delaney, who
becomes obsessed with the tragic figure throughout his life.
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT — Ink and charcoal, draft-
ing pens and spirographs. Traditional
techniques of drawing meet the experi-
mental in “Drawings: 2002,” currently
on exhibit at the New Jersey Center for
Visual Arts (NJCVA) in Summit.

To those who view drawing as
well-defined lines in pen or pencil in
a sketchpad bought at a stationary
superstore, “Drawings 2002” will be
an eye-opener. The exhibit show-
cases 16 American and three Euro-
pean artists in a combination of works
that challenges the lay person’s per-
ception of this artistic medium.

“(The exhibit is) a very broad defi-
nition of drawing where the paper
support is the only unifying feature of an

otherwise disparate group of artists,”
said Lisa Dennison, Chief Curator, and
Deputy Director of the Solomon
Guggenheim Museum in New York City.

“The diversity of styles derives in
part from the wide range of sources
that inform and inspire the work of
these artists,” continued Dennison,
who listed the sources as “art history,
architecture, science, nature, photog-
raphy and film, illustration and adver-
tising, and Eastern philosophies.”

The diversity of portrayals in this
mixed-media presentation gives it
enthusiasm and energy. One could
lose themselves in Peter Kraches’
“Oval,” a gouache on board that
measures 40 x 60 inches, or Nina
Bovasso’s “Purple Wizard,” 84 x 92
inch mixed media on paper.

Other works are done in ink, char-
coal, pastel and gesso, graphite, and
thread on cloth.

Westfield artist Patricia Brentano,
a member of the faculty of NJCVA,

Continued on Page 21
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COSMIC...“Acid Dandy,” by China
Marks, thread on fabric, lace and poly-
ester.

is exhibiting three works in “Draw-
ings: 2002”: “Birds in October,” an
ink on paper, “Mom,” a watercolor
and “Three Sisters,” a charcoal.

“The exhibit runs the gamut from
representational to abstract, from
embroidery to architectural” com-
mented NJCVA Gallery Coordina-
tor, Bonnie Morantz.

“Drawings 2002” runs at NJCVA
until Sunday, November 3, when
there will be a panel discussion on
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Bright sun-
shine and beautiful blue skies set the
stage on Sunday, September 29, for
Union County’s 21st Annual Harvest
Festival at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center in Mountainside.

Presented jointly by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Recreation, the festival was presented
as a celebration of Colonial and Na-
tive American life.

“The Harvest Festival combines
education with fun, and it is an excit-
ing opportunity for children to learn,”
said Freeholder Nicholas Scutari,
Liaison to the Union County Youth
Services Commission.

The event literally brought Colonial
and Native American history to life.
Portrayals of two American Revolu-
tionary War Encampment Units featur-
ing period dress, and cannon and mus-
ket demonstrations as well as camp set-
up, took place on Trailside’s lower field.

Attendees also had the opportu-
nity to see exhibits of a Lenape In-
dian hunting camp with Lenape arti-
facts, clothing, tools and masks. A
Cherokee Lodge teepee, complete with

authentic Indian artifacts, medicine
bags, and jewelry, was also on display.

In the upper field, families were
able to walk the hay maze, pet rabbits,

donkeys and baby chicks at the pet-
ting zoo, and witness corn grinding.

Other entertaining activities in-
cluded Lenape Indian style face paint-
ing, pony rides, and playing children’s

                 Marylou Morano for The Leader/The Times
 OH, IT’S MAGIC...“Purple Wizard,”
by Nina Bovasso, mixed media on paper.

Continued on Page 21

                                                                                   Courtesy of Mark Spina
QUANDARY AND QUERY...Rick Delaney, top, ques-
tions Gary Glor about who is using his face cloth
inappropriately in Artist Descending a Staircase.

“The Current State of Contemporary
Drawing” from 3 to 5 p.m. Both the
gallery exhibit and panel discussion
are free and open to the public.

NJCVA is located at 68 Elm Street,
Summit. Gallery Hours are Monday
to Friday, 12 to 4 p.m., and Saturday
and Sunday 2 to 4 p.m.

For more information, please call
(908) 273-9121.

Oratorio Singers of Westfield
Trent Johnson, Director

ome sing with us!C

Special Concert December 21

Johannes Brahms Schicksalslied & Alto Rhapsody
with the New Philharmonic Orchestra, Director Leon Hyman

Rehearsals are at the First United Methodist Church in Westfield. The concert is
Saturday, December 21 at 8  P.M. at the Morristown Community Theater

Monday rehearsals begin October 21, 7:30-9:30 P.M.
Sectional rehearsals for tenors & basses begin Saturday, October 26 at 10 a.m.

Call Trent Johnson at (908) 233-4211 for more information or just come to a rehearsal!

Marylou Morano for The Leader and The Times
HIS FUZZY FRIEND…This young
visitor nestles a furry baby chick in
his hand, a new friend he made during
the festival.

Marylou Morano for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BAND OR BRIGADE?…Members of the Timeline Field Musick Fife & Drum Corp. marched onto the Harvest Festival
grounds, ready to re-create the sounds of Colonial America. The event was held at the Trailside Science & Nature Center
in Mountainside last Sunday.

Marylou Morano for The Leader and The Times
FIDDLIN’ AWAY SUNDAY…The
Andrew Roblin Duo introduced
Manitoba Sound of bluegrass and folk
music to Harvest Festival attendees.

Saturday,  Oct. 12 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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