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The Law Office of
JON M. BRAMNICK

DWI, SPEEDING?

DRUG CHARGES?
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Call

GARY J. GRABAS
Former Middlesex and Morris County Assistant Prosecutor

1827 East Second Street

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 322 - 7000

Fax: (908) 322 - 6997

jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

TEAMING UP...Scotch Plains Township Council Democratic candidates Geri
Samuel, Shelia Ellington and George Gowen were endorsed by the three State
legislators who represent Scotch Plains; Senator Joseph Suliga (D), Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (D) and Assemblyman Jerry Green (D), in this November’s
election. Pictured above from the left are Suliga, Stender, Samuel, Ellington,
Gowen and Green.

Thomas Manahan Will Be
Honored With Testimonial

AREA — Former Union County
Prosecutor Thomas V. Manahan, who
serves as Director of the Office of
State Police Affairs in
the New Jersey Attor-
ney General’s Office,
will be honored at a
testimonial on Octo-
ber 16, 2002 at
L’Affaire, 1099 U.S.
Route 22 East in
Mountainside.

Mr. Manahan, who
served as the County’s
Chief Law Enforce-
ment Officer for five
years before assum-
ing his new post in
late July, heads an
office created in 1999
to ensure compliance
with regulations re-
garding law enforce-
ment reforms statewide.

During his term as prosecutor,
Mr. Manahan created a high tech

task force, initiated programs to raise
public awareness and police train-
ing concerning identity theft and

developed com-
munity programs
to assist police in
combating youth
violence and drug
use.

The testimonial
will include a cock-
tail reception to
begin at 6 p.m. and
dinner with special
p r e s e n t a t i o n s
slated for 7 p.m.

For further infor-
mation or questions
about tickets,
priced at $55, in-
cluding food and
open bar, please
contact Barbara

Sullivan at the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office at (908) 527-4505
by October 7.

Thomas Manahan

WESTFIELD SIGNS...Third Ward Council candidate Andy Skibitsky and
neighbor, Nicholas Longo, highlight a traffic safety campaign called “Keep Kids
Alive: Drive 25.” The lawn signs warn drivers that children are in the area.

Candidate Campaign Release

Council Candidate Skibitsky
Endorses WF Driving Safety
WESTFIELD — Borrowing a

best practice from another New Jer-
sey town, Third Ward Westfield
Town Council candidate Andy
Skibitsky is endorsing an innova-
tive new safety campaign that in-
volves homeowners placing signs
on their lawns stating, “Keep Kids
Alive: Drive 25.”

Mr. Skibitsky said a fellow Third
Ward resident recently informed
him of the program, which began
this summer in Farmingdale. He
said it was a non-confrontational
way to remind drivers to follow
residential speed laws that has
shown itself to be effective.

According to the Farmindale Fan-

fare, the town’s local newsletter, as
many as 75 percent of all drivers
brake when they see the signs.

“I think anyone who is concerned
about child safety — particularly
residents living on roads with heavy
traffic-would be interested in this
program,” said Mr. Skibitsky. “At
about $13, the signs are a low cost
way to politely remind drivers to
drive safely throughout our neigh-
borhoods. It’s a great educational
tool, and education is really half the
battle when it comes to traffic safety.
Better education about driving safely
also makes the police department’s
job of enforcing traffic laws much
easier.”

Candidate Campaign Release

SP DEM’s Call For a More
Balanced Twp. Government
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Demo-

cratic campaign for Scotch Plains
Township Council is well under way
as Councilwoman Geri Samuel seeks
re-election, and Shelia Ellington and
George Gowen seek election to our
municipal government. A successful
fund raising event was held at Mr.
Gowen’s home on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 4. State Assemblywoman
Linda Stender was in attendance.

Ms. Samuel, Ms. Ellington and
Mr. Gowen have the endorsement of
the three State representatives who
serve Scotch Plains, Senator Joseph
Suliga, Assemblyman Jerry Green
and Assemblywoman Stender.

“The people of Scotch Plains
elected three Democratic State rep-
resentatives and we look forward to
working with them on issues impor-
tant to Scotch Plains after this elec-
tion,” Ms. Ellington stated.

Mr. Gowen said, “Many people
who were not previously interested
in local elections came to my home
to support our candidacy. They have
shown an interest in electing offi-
cials who will act like representa-
tives and not politicians.”

Ms. Samuel, who has served on
the Township Council since 1999
and seeks re-election, said, “I am
pleased to have Shelia Ellington and
George Gowen on the ticket with me.
Ms. Ellington’s experience in gov-
ernment service and Mr. Gowen’s
background in business will greatly
benefit the people of Scotch Plains.
We also feel that our residents will
benefit from a more balanced mu-
nicipal government.”

The Democratic candidates have
been well received during their door-
to-door campaign and report hearing
that the voters feel it is time for a

change and time for new leadership
in our municipal government.

Residents may learn more about
the candidates by visiting their
website at www.spdems.com, which
will be updated throughout the elec-
tion. The website has important in-
formation such as voter registration
and absentee ballot forms, which
may be downloaded. The website
also allows people to contact the
candidates to address issues and ideas
that they feel should be part of the
dialogue during this election. Ms.
Samuel, Ms. Ellington and Mr.
Gowen want to be sensitive to the
needs of the voters and to hear what
is on their minds.

Candidate Campaign Release

SP GOP Praise Township
Shared Services Success

SCOTCH PLAINS – Republican
Township Council candidates, Frank
Rossi, Carolyn Sorge and Nancy
Malool recently praised the efforts to
expand shared service agreements
with neighboring communities.

“Scotch Plains has always been at
the forefront of the move to establish
inter-local agreements with other
towns,” stated Deputy Mayor Rossi.
“When I first was a candidate for
Township Council three years ago, I
proposed that we take this concept
one step forward by establishing a
formal Shared Services Committee.
In January of 2000, the committee
was convened with representatives
from the Township Council, the Fan-
wood Borough Council, and the
Board of Education. Since then we
have enjoyed numerous success sto-
ries that not only save taxpayer dol-
lars but also improve services to our
residents. In fact, the Union County
Board of Freeholders recognized the
unique and innovative relationship
established between the three enti-
ties and awarded us a $300,000 grant
for our Field of Dreams ball field
project.”

“Much credit should be given to
Deputy Mayor Rossi and Council-
woman Paulette Coronato for being
the Scotch Plains representatives on
the Shared Services Committee,” said
Ms.  Sorge. “In a fairly short period
of time, we have realized hundreds
of thousands of grant dollars, im-
proved safety around our schools,
additional ball fields, new computer

hardware and software, and a new
bus/jitney service that will soon be
getting commuters to and from the
Fanwood Train Station. We already
enjoy shared service agreements with
Westfield and Clark in the area of
leaf collection and the Sheriff’s La-
bor Assistance Program (S.L.A.P.). I
think it would be a good idea to
formalize the relationship with these
communities by having representa-
tion from their councils on our com-
mittee.”

Councilwoman Malool added,
“One of the reasons that the Repub-
lican led councils of the last three
years were able to restore fiscal
responsibility to municipal govern-
ment, including a tax freeze in 2000,
has been because of the savings
from shared services and all the
grant dollars we have received. Be-
ing familiar with the workings of
state government, having served as
the late Assemblyman Alan
Augustine’s chief legislative aide,
I’d like to lobby our state legislators
to reinstate the Regional Efficiency
Development Incentive (REDI)
grant program. This program pro-
vided municipalities and Boards of
Education with funds to establish
new, shared programs. The 2002
state budget eliminated this worth-
while program, and we should let
Trenton know that it makes sense to
again make the REDI grant pro-
gram an integral part of lessening
the burden of property taxes on our
residents.”

50You’re invited.
Greenbaum Interiors 
50th Anniversary 

Sale.
Important savings on stock and special order

lifestyle investment home furnishings.
Begins September 30th.

Headquarters: 101 Washington Street, Historic Paterson, NJ  (973) 279-3000
1105 Mt.Kemble Avenue (Route 202), Morristown, NJ (973) 425-5500

For directions, please call or visit our website.
www.greenbauminteriors.com

G R E E N B A U M
I N T E R I O R S

DESIGN SERVICES      FURNITURE, CARPETS,ACCESSORIES
ANTIQUES & FINE ART      CUSTOM WORKROOMS

Courtesy to the professional trade
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September 21, 2002
Dedication of the September 11th Memorial Park

Thank you to all who worked tirelessly preparing the park. . .

Thank you to the Honor Guard volunteers who stood vigil. . .

Thank you to the children of Westfield for walking for a good cause. . .

Thank you to those who contributed to and participated in the

September 11th Memorial Park Dedication. . .
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See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Navy Fireman Cahill
Completes Course
On Nuclear Power

FANWOOD – United States
Navy Fireman Nicholas Cahill,
the son of Christine Cahill of
Fanwood, recently completed the
Navy Nuclear Power Training Unit
course at Naval Nuclear Power
Training Unit in Ballston Spa, N.Y.

Fireman Cahill received instruc-
tion about nuclear theory, chemis-
try, physics, reactor operations,
safety and security. Upon comple-
tion of the course, he was desig-
nated a nuclear propulsion plant
operator.

A 2000 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, he joined
the Navy in November 2000.


