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Resident Complains
About PSE&G Service
On October 26, I had a heating prob-

lem. Having a yearly maintenance con-
tract (pre-paid) with PSE&G, I called for
help. I was first informed it would be two
months till a technician could be dispatched.
After voicing my displeasure, this was
amended to two weeks. Fortunately the
weather is a mild 55 degrees, not unlivable
with the oven going. I was also told PSE&G
has 4,000 contracts so I must wait.

Whoa – I’m sure they have a great deal
of experience with emergencies in late
October and could very accurately predict
the number of calls to be received. I’ve had
my contract at least four years. This is my
second call, first one favorable. But if the
contract holders were forced to wait, a large
number of people would opt for private
repair people – thus PSE&G has the money,
but does not have to provide the service. A
really great profitable arrangement!
Smacks of chicanery in my opinion.

I will not be renewing my contract and
I will be passing this word along!

Charles Grillo
Westfield

Reader Responds
To Letter on Parking
At Tamaques Park

Regarding Richard T. Sauerwein’s
disappointment at receiving a parking
ticket for parking on the grass at
Tamaques Park on Saturday morning
October 19 and his request for some
common sense judgment, I’ve been in
the park at that time and there is so much
illegal parking that it is a real safety
hazard.

As he says, there is a lot of turnover
as different groups come in to play.
That, plus all the walkers, joggers, moms
with tots and other folks makes for a lot
of activity. The illegally parked cars
make it difficult for other drivers who
end up driving partly in the people-only
lane.

My daughter and her toddler are in
that park every day and on that day she
said she was so worried about cars
being all over the place that she had to
leave.

I think the police are safeguarding
everyone by taking this action. Mr.
Sauerwein might think about dropping
off his child and then parking outside
the park on one of the side streets.

Rita Gutmann
Scotch Plains

WF Resident Cites
N.J. Law Relating To
Pedestrian Crossing

There have been several letters re-
garding pedestrian safety and cars at
crosswalks. Title 39 (39-4-36) of the
N.J. Motor Vehicles Regulations cov-
ers this problem .

Drivers are to yield to pedestrians
within the crosswalk. The exception is
when a police officer is directing traffic
then the officer’s directions are to be
followed.

The regulation states that pedestrians
are to cross at right angles to the curb.
Common sense says that the pedestrian
should watch the cars to determine if the
driver has seen them and is stopping the
vehicle.

Pedestrians should not walk out from
between two cars, especially with small
children. Set the example. We lost
twenty or so parking spaces in West-
field so that the crosswalks could be
more visible.

Alfred Riker Jr.
Westfield

HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Adult Daughter Has Right
To Make Her Own Choices

A troubled mother writes: My
31-year-old daughter, who lives with
me, told me recently that she is go-
ing to have elective surgery: breast
implants and a nose job. “Alice” (dis-
guised name) has a good job, pays
me $80 a week room and board (she
should pay more) and she knows I
disapprove of this surgical nonsense.
She said she is old enough to make
her own decisions and says I intrude
too much in her life. Should I allow
her to do this?

Answer: I have several problems
with what you tell me. First, a 31-
year-old does not need her mother to
“approve” or disapprove of her ac-
tions. The two of you seem to be
involved in a co-dependent relation-
ship, a very unhealthy situation. Why
is your daughter still living with
you? If she earns a good salary, and
complains you are too intrusive, she
would do better to move out, get her
own apartment, and move on with
her life.

Her choices in life are her choices.
It is up to her to decide what surgery
she wants. And it is about time you
recognize that you have to let go and
stop putting yourself in a position to
advise and judge. Each of you is
entitled to privacy and peace — now!

An upset new mother writes: My
newborn son still does not have a
legal name that I am happy with. My
husband insisted we call him “Jun-
ior” or “Robert, 3rd” (disguised
name). I want my son to have his own
name and not have an extension of a
family name. I can never get across
to my husband that he is stubborn
and must always win a dispute. Is
Junior a real name? My name is
“Jane” (disguised name). How would
he like it if I called a child Jane, Jr.?

Answer: We have two problems
here. The first is that you and your
husband have a real, long-term prob-
lem. You feel he is stubborn and must
always be the winner, implying that
everything is a power struggle. That
must be resolved. And, of course, it
shows in the area of naming a child.

Most parents have fun choosing a
name and they finally settle on one
with which they are most comfort-
able. You and he should have re-
solved this issue before the child
was born. You should (both) be con-
tent with the name and not resent a
forced decision.

I hope you are both able to come
to some compromise for now (could
you provide the middle name if your
husband is insistent on pressuring a
family name?). I urge you both to
seek some professional counseling
to resolve the bigger issue of the way
you relate to each other — which has
to have a negative impact in most
areas.

A questioning woman writes:
Why do people change during their
marriage? Too often, couples argue
a lot and each person accuses the

other of changing for the worse. I
recently read the following, which is
a (sort of) comical way of people
initially falling in love, and then...

Before and After Falling in Love...
B — You take my breath away.
A — I feel like I’m suffocating.
B — She says she loves the way I

take control of the situation.
A — She called me a controlling,

manipulative egomaniac.
B — Saturday Night Fever.
A — Monday Night Football.
B — He makes me feel like a mil-

lion dollars.
A — If I had a dime for every stupid

thing he’s done...
B — I love a woman with curves.
A — I never said you were fat.
B — He’s completely lost without

me.
A — Why won’t he ever ask for

directions?
B — Croissant and cappuccino.
A — Bagel and instant.
B – I can hardly believe we found

each other.
A – I can’t believe I ended up with

someone like you.
Answer: People (couples) change

for many reasons and we would have
to evaluate each one. The best hope
we have of a good union is to try to
make sure that you and your partner
like the way you are and don’t in-
tend to change the other person. Don’t
keep feelings in, express emotions
and needs and try to “compromise.”

Say I love you and mean it. Also,
don’t bring old emotional baggage
into the relationship. There are many
other suggestions, too numerous to
mention; use this as a starter.

Senate Plans Legislation
To Control Telemarketers

TRENTON – Residents of New
Jersey may soon be able to stop
telemarketers from calling their
homes and cell phones under legisla-
tion passed by the State Senate, 37-2,
on October 31. Under the
legislation, a “do not
call” list would be estab-
lished by the Division of
Consumer Affairs.

“Passage of this legis-
lation is a long time com-
ing in New Jersey. Our
citizens have the right to
their privacy which in-
cludes the right not to be
constantly disturbed by
sales calls from
telemarketers,” said
Senator Richard Bagger.

In addition to the “do
not call list” the legislation requires
telemarketers who make unsolicited
telemarketing calls to register with the
Division of Consumer Affairs and be
subject to the Consumer Fraud Act.

Telemarketing sales calls would be pro-
hibited from 9 p.m. to 8 a.m. local time.

“A toll-free number will be estab-
lished for customers to call to have
their name placed on the “do not call

list”. Telemarketers
would be prohibited from
calling any customer
more than 45 days after
their name first appears
on this list,” Senator Bag-
ger explained.

Telemarketers who vio-
late the legislation are sub-
ject to a $10,000 fine for a
first violation and $20,000
for each subsequent vio-
lation under the stipula-
tions of the Consumer
Fraud Act. All fines col-
lected would be placed in

a “Consumer Protection Fund,” estab-
lished through the legislation.

The legislation heads to the As-
sembly for concurrence on Senate
amendments to the bill.

Sen. Richard Bagger
21st Legislative Dist.

Legislation Will Let N.J. Join
Compact to Track Offenders
TRENTON – Legislation giving

New Jersey access to a national data-
base that tracks the whereabouts of
individuals on probation or released
on parole was approved, 78-0, on
October 28 in the Assembly. The
measure is awaiting final approval in
the Senate.

The legislation was sponsored by
Senator Richard H. Bagger and As-
semblyman Thomas H. Kean, Jr. and
co-sponsored by Assemblyman Eric
Munoz, M.D., representing the 21st
Legislative District.

“One of the best ways to ensure
public safety is to know the where-
abouts of felons and what they are
doing,” said Senator Bagger. “Access
to this national database would en-
able New Jersey and other states to
share critical information on adult
offenders.”

Upon the enactment of the Inter-
state Compact for Adult Offender Su-
pervision Act, S-166 and A-2163, New
Jersey will join with over 25 other
states as a member of the compact.
Thirty-five states need to enact the
legislation before the compact can
become effective.

“This legislation will put New Jer-
sey on the fast track by having this
information available at our finger-
tips,” said Assemblyman Kean.

“This compact will enable some
3,200 parole and probation officers
that cover 860 different agencies to
better account for the whereabouts of
the four million offenders on parole
or probation in the United States,” he
added.

Assemblyman Munoz said, “This
new compact was developed after a
year of public hearings, research and
dialogue among legislators, attorney
generals, parole and probation offi-
cials and victims’ groups. We must
ensure there are no weak links in the
chain of communications for know-
ing the whereabouts of parolees and
probationers.”

The compact would establish an
independent compact operating au-
thority which would develop meth-
ods for the identification, tracking
and movement of offenders by coor-
dinating similar programs in member
states. A national governing commis-
sion would be established as the rule
making body for the compact.

Letters to the Editor

Ferguson Article Did Not Address
Local Problems for WF Residents

I read your article and photo-op with
the Congressman and wondered why
you didn’t focus attention on local prob-
lems that Westfield constituents deal with
in daily life. I live on Summit Court and
residents there and in surrounding areas
are exposed to loud, irritating and con-
stant train whistles by the freight trains
as they go across the Westfield cross-
ings. There are about 30 trains going
through the crossing on a daily basis and
we hear this whistle seven days a week
and 20 hours a day. The noise interferes
with the quality of our lives and has a
significant negative impact on the value
of our homes.

Funds have been set aside to build a
barrier at the crossing that would prevent
a vehicle from crossing when the barrier
is up. This would permit the freight trains
to go through the crossing without blow-
ing the whistle. Residents were advised at
a town meeting several years ago that
federal regulations needed to be pub-
lished to allow for this to happen. These
regulations have not been published even

though the Regional Administrator of the
federal railroad department promised that
this would happen several years ago.
Congressman Ferguson is the Vice Chair-
man of the congressional Subcommittee
on Railroads of the Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee. To my knowl-
edge, he has done nothing to move these
regulations along. I have written to the
Congressman both through regular mail
and e-mail and he has never even re-
sponded with an update. I am aware that
other residents in the area have attempted
to contact Congressman Ferguson’s of-
fice, also unsuccessfully. So, we are left
with an unacceptable situation and a Con-
gressman who won’t even respond or
assist his constituents.

Your article with Congressman
Ferguson would have had some impact
if you had raised these types of issues
rather than provide a fluff piece of jour-
nalism as it did.

Samuel Kahn
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of free
time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Sparth – A battle ax or mace
2. Pleach – To interweave, as branches

of trees
3. Leister – A three-pronged, barbed

spear for taking fish
4. Libant – Tasting or touching deli-

cately

PLEROTIC
1. Swollen; too full
2. Plaitlike or folded
3. Rainy; humid
4. Restoring or producing anew; such as

in tissue
ROUSANT

1. A large fruit bat native to the islands
of the Pacific

2. In heraldry, designating a bird, rising
as if preparing to fly

3. A coarse product from tin dressing
4. An ornamental piece of plaster work

in the center of a ceiling or panel
TRICHOGENOUS

1. Producing hair
2. Introversion of the edge of the eyelid

or of any similar structure
3. Abnormal fear of childbirth
4. Producing three offspring

RUBIGINOSE
1. Rust-colored
2. Resembling German measles
3. Having a large, but flat nose
4. Resembling a honeycomb

Mountainside School Construction
Problems Must Be Fixed Somehow

Sometimes, the best of plans don’t work out. This is the
unfortunate situation with the Borough of Mountainside
Board of Education construction projects at Deerfield and
Beechwood schools. During a special meeting Monday
night, the BOE officially took action to go after the
contractor and his bonding company.

The board terminated its contract with Ciro Randazzo
Builders, Inc. and directed its attorney, David Rubin, to
move to correct matters. This action will involve pursuing
all legal recourse with the contractor’s surety company.

Now, Chief School Administrator Gerard Schaller;
President of the Board Richard Kress; Board Architect
James Ruban of the Musial Group of Mountainside;
Mr. Rubin; PTA President Nancy Longo and President
of the Mountainside Education Association Jeanette
Maraffi really have their hands full.

The surety company will undoubtedly bring its
attorneys into the picture. The possible litigation could
take months. If this happens, the projects at Beechwood
and Deerfield schools would be a long time coming
before they are finished.

In June of this year, as reported in this newspaper,
Mr. Kress was optimistic. He stated that both schools
would open on target in September. All classrooms and
facilities, he continued, would be available and safe for
use. Mr. Kress explained then that the consultant had
assured the board that all extra efforts would be made
over the summer to ensure the opening of the Beechwood
School on time for the 2002-2003 school year.

In late August, a new plan was made. The new plan
called for the temporary housing of all grades at
Deerfield School, until Beechwood School officially
opened its doors on Wednesday, November 13. At that
time, Anthony Randazzo of Randazzo Builders, Inc.
explained to the frustrated group of parents that there
have been “industry-wide delays in obtaining materi-
als.” The asbestos abatement project was also noted as
a factor that caused an additional 24-day delay.

On August 27, over 20 parents wandered the parking
lot at Deerfield School, talking to each other about the
unannounced cancellation of that evening’s Board of

Education meeting. One resident said then, “One of the
many things that the Mountainside Board of Education
is suffering from is lack of communication.”

Troubles continued with the Mountainside projects,
as reported on October 10. Two days earlier, school
board members discussed how the projects continued
to lag behind schedule. Board member John Perrin said
that Ciro Randazzo Builders had made promises for
specific work to be completed by September 26 — a
date that the company had selected, not a date proposed
by the Board of Education.

On September 26, Ciro Randazzo told the Board of
Education it would receive a revised work schedule by
October 1. Board member Mary Beth Schaumberg said
then that the earlier schedule had a “lack of value,” as
items were not listed in a chronological or methodical
order. There was no connection to the work listed
above or below a particular detail, she noted, which
made it difficult to gauge the progress in this format.

Tuesday, October 22, the Mountainside Board of
Education meeting began with the continued concern
over construction to both Deerfield and Beechwood
schools. Mr. Kress assured the public that everyone on
the board was working diligently and would keep the
public informed of any progress. It was said then that
Beechwood School most probably would not be com-
pleted until sometime in November, at best. Addition-
ally, the board agreed that even if it was completed, the
doors would not open until after the December/January
holiday break, as to not disrupt the flow of the
academic school year.

Noel Musial, the architect for the Beechwood project,
spoke to the group. He expressed major concern
regarding the business ethics and quality of work
received from Ciro Randazzo Builders.

The plight in Mountainside continues, seemingly
without end. We don’t know if the state’s “low bidder
gets the job” law is the problem, if project management
is the problem, or if it is just “bad luck.”

Whatever the cause, we hope someone steps in and
straightens out the situation.

Videogames Based On
Violence Are Not the
Only Games that Sell
Violence, sex and blood are what sell

videogames and attract teenage players,
right?

Well I would like to argue that. I am a
long standing videogame player from Atari
to Xbox and I always have felt that as long
as the game was appealing to my eyes, it
didn’t matter that it didn’t have those sup-
posed key components to sell a videogame.

“Tetris” for example is one of the great-
est games in which those three components
don’t exist? Also what about “Harvest
Moon” which is a simulation of what a
farmer goes through daily as you control
him and manipulate the world around him.
With the new game “Kingdom of Hearts”
having just come out, it already is doing
very well with gamers. It was originally
believed it was going to flop due to the lack
of much violence, sex and blood rather the
Disney/Squaresoft game proves that great
graphics and a wonderful plot filled with
colorful characters is really what makes a
game sell.

This is why I stand by my opinion that
violence, sex and blood are not the selling
points in videogames.

Andrew Heo
Westfield

Fast Food Companies
Shouldn’t Be Blamed
For Obesity Problems
Recently, there have been many in-

stances regarding people who have de-
cided to sue fast food companies because
of their impaired physical conditions that
have supposedly resulted from diets
heavy in fast food.

In this day and age, it is common sense
that to be healthy, you should concen-
trate on eating foods that are low in
calories, cholesterol and fat. To sue a
company because you say their food
made you fat is just absurd.

Fast food companies do not force
you to eat their food; that decision is
entirely up to the judgment of the indi-
vidual. Suggesting that companies have
neglected to “warn” customers of their
highly fatty foods is not true. Available
in many fast food restaurants, such as
McDonald’s and Burger King, are facts
about nutrition information regarding
the food they are selling which can be
obtained on the wall or counter of the
establishment and also on their
websites.

Ultimately, fast food should be eaten
in moderation for the reason that they
aren’t the healthiest meals for you. And,
if you decide to sue because you have
obtained high blood pressure due to
deep-fried chicken sandwiches at
Wendy’s then you have more problems
concerning your lifestyle than just too
much fast food. Perhaps the solution to
obesity is a healthier diet rather than a
lawsuit.

Allison Edles
Westfield


