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By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — For the children
living near Wilson Elementary
School in Westfield, he’s the friendly,
smiling, giant of a man with a shock
of white hair and a booming voice.
Dressed in his fluorescent orange
vest, he helps them cross the street
and greets them every morning and
afternoon.

But for hundreds of adults in the
county and state, he’s Charlie Roessler,
Westfield resident, and leading man
in countless musicals and shows.

“It’s in the blood,” he said when
asked about his love of the theater.
That long-running love affair is evi-
dent when one looks at his lifetime’s

reach because of the age
constraint.

With a twinkle in his eye
he said, “It’s not as easy to
play a 40-year-old any-
more.”

His latest venture on the
boards took place for the
Franklin Villagers Players
in their production of
Shenandoah where, in his
view, “there are some wonderful
songs.”

Like many of his roles, his own
story is not a solo, but a duet with his
partner in life, wife Druda, a well-
known and respected music teacher
in the Westfield Public Schools, a
producer/director of children’s shows,

body of work.
“I never got tired of the role, or the

music,” he said of his favorite role of
Don Quixote from Man of LaMancha.
Even after 85 performances of that
role in no less than nine productions,
he still loves the deluded fighter of
windmills, so much so that his car’s
license plate reads “Quixote.”

Emile Dubeck, the older French-
man in South Pacific, is Roessler’s
second favorite role. For the veteran
singer/actor it brings back good
memories.

But he is afraid that some of those
leading man roles are now out of

and a performer in her own right.
“One of our early shows together,”

reminisced Roessler, “was Kiss Me
Kate where my wife and I got to slap
each other around on stage; it was very
physical!”

In the last 15 years, they have
performed together in a number of
productions at Roosevelt Park’s
Plays-in-the-Park in Edison, includ-
ing Most Happy Fella and Damn
Yankees.

Sometimes, though, the audience
members do not always realize the
couple’s collaborative efforts because
they are both behind the scenes.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADING MAN…Westfield resident Charlie Roessler reflects on a lifetime of
leading roles in musical theater.

For years, Druda has
directed shows for the
Westfield Summer Work-
shop children’s theater
and has put her husband,
the retired draftsman, to
work in building the sets.

“I try to put something
together that works easily,
especially if there is lim-
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Courtesy of Margaret Beach
WINTRY WOODS...Scotch Plains resident Margaret Beach crafted this narra-
tive quilt, “Stopping by Woods/Resuming the Journey,” framed quilt, 31” x 27,”
1997, which features snippets from Robert Frost’s famous poem.

Courtesy of Margaret Beach
SHE GOES TO PIECES...Beach’s
“FiberWorks” exhibit at the Donald
B. Palmer Museum in Springfield in-
cluded this whimsical quilt, “The
Quilter’s Lament: My Scraps Are
Seriously Out of Control, 41” x 30.”

Charlie Roessler
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — There are
stories in the FiberWorks creations
of award-winning multi-media artist
Margaret Beach of Scotch Plains,
and the artist will be sharing her
stories through her art in two exhibits
planned for 2003.

In February and March, Beach will
be exhibiting at The Blair Academy’s
Romano Gallery in Blairstown,
and in June through Au-
gust, FiberWorks will
be on display at
Overlook Hospi-
tal in Summit.
Both produc-
tions are one-
person shows.

Beach, who
holds a Master
of Arts Degree in
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Business and Fi-
nance from New
York University, has
been an art lover as far
back as she can remember.

When her studies in the 1970s, and
later her work for Schering Plough in
the late 1980s, took her to London and
France, respectively, it was the art
museums that most impressed her.

“I became interested in a genre of
art called naif. It is a genre not readily
recognized in the United States,”
said the self-taught artist, a native of
Alabama who moved to Scotch Plains
from Westfield in 1985.

Beach made her first FiberWorks

creation, a traditional quilt, in 1980.
Combining traditional artistic

methods and quilting techniques,
the artist uses fabrics, paints and
reused and recycled materials in a
special collage process to create
innovative contemporary works of
art that tell her stories.  Many of
Beach’s FiberWorks images come
from music and literature.

“A strong sense of color allows
me to attract the eye and

hold the viewer’s at-
tention while I tell

my stories,” ex-
plained Beach.

“I tell stories
from my life
and stories I
have heard
from others.
They are the

stories of men,
women and chil-

dren, and people
of all races, reli-

gions and nationali-
ties,” she said. “I use humor

and pathos, sometimes sepa-

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

To my recollection, I’ve never seen my mother enjoy a dinner party
or holiday that she has hosted. She couldn’t stay out of the kitchen,
leave the dirty work to the dishwasher and join her guests in festive
quips and conversation. She insisted, when we were hosting a Tupperware
party, that we drag out the crystal punch bowl and serve five to six kinds
of pastries and assorted desserts. The woman just can’t get down and
boogie.

Oprah Winfrey, on the other hand, has enough millions to have
everyone else do the work, as was evidenced on one of her recent
programs about hosting the perfect party. Rollers in her hair, she panicked
and pranced about the kitchen, freaking out because the guests would be
there any second and the zucchini with parmesan had yet to hit the oven.

Yet, the daytime diva who helped launch the career and advice program
of Dr. Phil McGraw on CBS, had the perfect recipe for

mashed potato cocktails. Served in martini
glasses, they were a treat designed to dazzle

the masses, she insisted. Gimme the
old fashioned well of gravy, a fork
and plate and I’ll be fine.

For all intents and purposes, bet-
ter or for worse, Dr. Phil’s program
is effortlessly accomplishing more
life-altering feats than those of his

mentor. Instead of coddling and coo-
ing through shows addressing
some pretty tough self-help is-
sues like anorexia and bulimia,
the good doctor is dishing out a
dose of tough love, insisting that
victims don’t become martyrs,
but suck it up and survive.

I’ll admit that I was suspicious when Oprah began peddling Dr. Phil
to her audiences. I figured him to be a 15-minute trend like her now-
defunct Book Club and those non-greasy French fries she convinced us
were yummy and to die for. I roll my eyes and eat a big plate of crow
when I admit this, but, I was wrong. I don’t know where she found him,
but Dr. Phil is her best find ever.

So, while Dr. Phil is wading through the shark-infested waters of the
tough issues, O can host her gala affairs for her trillion-dollar friends
and serve up whatever else pours easily into a martini glass because the
doctor’s medicine is easier to swallow.

THE BEST MEDICINE...Oprah’s got the
recipe for mentoring a better daytime
host...and mashed potato cocktails.

rately and sometimes together, to il-
lustrate the rich tapestry of the human
condition.”

Her largest quilt consists of 1,500
individual pieces of fabric.

The last step in the creation of
FiberWorks art is placing it in an either
an antique or cast-off picture frame.

Beach retired from Schering Plough
in 1992 to more fully devote her life to
her art. Her work has appeared at New
Jersey Center of Visual Arts in Sum-
mit, Children’s Specialized Hospital

in Mountainside, the Watchung Arts
Center and most recently at the Donald
B. Palmer Museum in Springfield.

Her FiberWorks creations have won
awards at Juried Shows at The Stage
Gallery in Merrick, N.Y., the 9th Na-
tional Exhibition of the Northern Colo-
rado Artist Association, the Manhattan
Arts International Exhibit and others.

Beach is married to Vic Pocorobba
and the couple has a son who is
presently attending the University of
Arizona.
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“The Story of Divaali,” Jatinder Verma

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The recent emphasis by publishers
on multi-cultural books for children

will provide interesting choices for
those purchasing books to give as
gifts this holiday season.

Fiction or nonfiction, timeless
tale or modern anecdote, books that
enlighten our children on other cus-
toms and cultures are getting more
attention by those who buy, sell
and read books.

“Exposing children to other cul-
tures helps foster understanding of
other ways of thinking — other
world views,” explained Robert
Holtzman, Vice President of Sales
and Marketing for Moon Mountain

Publishing in North Kingstown, R.I.
“Multicultural education helps

children accept the validity of other
points of view. This can help them
grow in so many areas — in their
relations with friends, family and
neighbors, in future business deal-
ings, and in their understanding of
politics. What could be more im-
portant for the future peace of the
world, or of our domestic society?”

Moon Mountain’s “The Hunter
and the Ebony Tree,” written and
illustrated by Nelda LaTeef, is a
delightfully illustrated picture book
that gives readers a glimpse of the
folklore of the West African Re-
public of Niger. Specifically, it is a
tale of the Zarma people — the
Songhai, who live in the western
part of Nigeria.

The story, one of courtship, not
only broadens the young reader’s
perspective of the world, it teaches
the value of setting a goal and tak-
ing the steps needed to achieve it.
Lessons are a predominate theme
in Moon Mountain’s multicultural
offerings.

“Fatuma’s New Cloth” by Leslie
Continued on Page 21
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RUSTIC ITALIAN CUISINE

The freshest herbs and finest ingredients make our Italian dishes just as you like them.  A delight to every
palate, our menu offers portions abound with authentic Italian flavor.  Personal Brick Oven Pizza.

Call Ciro’s Trattoria about your business luncheon & holiday needs.


�	����Vitello Alla MarsalaVitello Alla Zingara

LUNCH
served

Tues. thru Sat.11:30 am - 3 pm
CLOSED MONDAY

DINNER
served

Tues. thru Sat.

5 pm - 10 pm
Sunday

4 pm - 9 pm

“ A Different Dining Experience.”

����Gamberi Di CasaVongole e Cozze

���	����
Fresh BroccoliFresh Spinach

���
�

Pollo Della Casa

Pollo Cleopatra
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Zuppa Di Cozze

Vongole Oreganata

���
��

Pasta E Fagioli

Zuppe Del Giorno

�����
���

Fettuccine Di Spinach

Capellini Con Gamberetti

 

Free Coffee! 
In honor of our Grand Opening! 

Every Day 7am - 9am 
 

Stop in on your way to work! 
 

Watchung Square Mall (next to Stop n Shop) 
 

Bring this ad and get a Free Travel Mug too! (while supplies last) 

Rt. 22 West, Watchung 908-668-1999 www.paninicafe.net  
No coupon necessary. Offer limited to one free medium size coffee per person.  

Travel mugs limited to supply on hand & with this ad. Valid only from 7am to 9am thru 11/27/02    WL 

 


