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Bowling for Columbine:
Pins Down the Problem

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 POPCORNS

Disheveled in his trademark rumpled
jeans and flannel shirt, his face perenni-
ally unshaven at the same untidy length,
film documentarian Michael Moore tops
off his social critic uniform with a base-
ball cap.

Skip his looks and he is to filmmak-
ing what Bruce Springsteen is to rock —
a working class hero trying to save us
from corporate greed, hypocrisy, the
media and, most of all, ourselves.

While we might concur that he cer-
tainly has his shtick, that his style and
presentation aren’t entirely bereft of the
propaganda techniques he himself de-
cries, in the final analysis we are lucky
to have him.

In Bowling for Columbine, using the
tragedy at Columbine High School as a
starting off point, Moore specifically
addresses one of America’s most shame-
ful problems: the ready availability and
epidemic use of guns as murder weap-
ons.

With the United States as his canvas,
Moore entertainingly pulls in just about
any fact in the world to paint his proofs,
and thus establishes himself as the king
of filmic syllogism. You remember how
it goes: All great film critics drank milk
as babies. Michael drank milk as a baby.
Therefore Michael is a great film critic.
Now, we can readily see what’s wrong
with this sort of deducing.

Hence it comes as no surprise when
the filmmaker’s detractors eagerly point
out that Moore’s line of reasoning could
never win him a formal debate, at least
not according to Hoyle. But we know
different.

Deep down, the brighter adversaries
know that they’re only winning their
argument on a technicality. For ulti-
mately, in judging a man’s motives, we
are inclined to assay his character as
well as his methods. Thus yes, while
there may be alchemy and no small
amount of opportunism in Moore’s dia-
tribes, instinct and a leap of faith tell us
that this haphazard looking fellow is the
real deal — that he indeed has the inter-
est of the commonweal at heart. Per-
haps more importantly, he has the talent
to disseminate his message.

Moore doesn’t have a monopoly on
denunciating his surroundings. There
are plenty great thinkers in academia
spinning out cloth-bound volumes of
social criticism far more inflammatory
than his. But they haven’t the national
ear. So the bad guys don’t worry about
them.

Fact is, it takes fire to fight fire. It’s
like the teacher who complains she must
be an entertainer. Without his particular
gift for showmanship, Moore couldn’t
be as successful as he is. This is no ivory
tower commentator of life’s passing
parade. Rather, like a P.T. Barnum who
deals in catastrophes of culture instead
of freaks of nature, he presents his shock-
ing disclosures with all the attendant
fanfare of a sideshow attraction.

Following his indictment of General
Motors with Roger and Me (1989), a
couple of expository TV shows and a
bestseller or two, with Bowling for Col-
umbine he now firmly establishes him-
self as America’s populist muckraker.

Splicing archival footage with new film
in an absorbing style all his own, the
filmmaker is keen to make his thesis. We
only assume objectivity because of the
medium. But he is decidedly partisan, and
actually more a pamphleteer than a docu-
mentarian. Yet no matter how specious
some of his arguments, there is no denying
the veracity of his key bombshells.

Hence we can’t help but agonize along

with Moore as he desperately tries to
make sense of the horrible facts. America
suffers over 11,000 gun-related deaths
annually as compared to Germany’s
385 and England’s 68.

Gosh. How would we feel about ei-
ther of those countries if the figures
were reversed? And to think that some
of us are afraid of traveling abroad.
Statistics would show that skedaddling
from these shores is the safer bet.

Even if the figures are skewed a thou-
sand or two, who in their right mind
could still say we don’t have a problem?
Putting it plainly, we’re killing each
other.

On the way to making these shocking
disclosures, Moore searches for answers
among the populace, both scholarly and
otherwise. Returning to his hometown
of Flint, Mich., and its environs, the
filmmaker proudly, almost affection-
ately, discusses his roots.

Obviously, the love-hate thing is
healthily in place. He elaborates on the
culture he grew up in, relating that he
had won several marksmanship trophies
as a teenager and that he was still a
member of the National Rifle Associa-
tion. But by simply letting the camera
roll when interviewing members of a
local militia or a pair of unsavory slack-
ers in an arcade, we get his drift. The
indictment is clear.

To keep things rolling, on several
occasions Moore craftily segues to
America’s seamless enchantment with
commercial goods and the media’s re-
lentless pursuit of murders to occupy
our psyches morning, noon and night.

Then he ties it all up into one sick ball
of national dysfunction: a culture of
alarm and dread.

He contends that on one side of the
aisle there is that portion of Americans
bleary-eyed with fear of the govern-
ment. They need to bear arms like
nobody’s business. So it’s the Second
Amendment for them, all the way.

Then there is that segment of the
populace seized by paranoia, especially
of late. They are hesitant to question
America’s leadership for fear that the
unseen enemy might gain a toehold or
that they might be deemed unpatriotic.

Sheep-like, they assuage their frus-
tration by imbibing themselves into
oblivion with whatever the sponsors are
selling.

But despite the rat-tat-tat of his severe
pronouncements and the ready display
of some very disturbing visions, it is a
testament to Moore’s increasing artistry
that at just the right moments he astutely
manages to inject comedic relief. Some-
times it’s the ironic result of juxtaposing
two bits of film, and at other times it
could be some dangerous idiot clearly
showing what a fool he is.

Aside from an interview with an ob-
viously compromised Charlton Heston
that takes a few shots below the belt,
most of the humor is in good taste.

Thus when we aren’t all agape in
astonishment and frustration, we’re
snickering with incredulity. And that’s a
good thing. Because if we felt the situ-
ation were completely hopeless, there’d
be no inclination for laughter.

And if the filmmaker himself didn’t
think we could eradicate this .45 calibre
pox from our landscape, he probably
wouldn’t bother. Thus as it stands, with
Bowling for Columbine Moore rolls a
solid strike in the name of social reform.

*  *  *  *  *
Bowling for Columbine, rated R, is a

United Artists release directed by
Michael Moore and stars Michael
Moore, Chris Rock and Marilyn
Manson. Running time: 120 minutes.
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WESTFIELD – The second

concert of the Musical Club of
Westfield’s 82nd season will be held
on Wednesday, November 13, at 8
p.m. in the First Baptist Church,
which is located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield.

Flutist Clarissa Nolde and pianist
Marie-Daniele Mercier will perform
three Gabriel Faure pieces, includ-
ing Sicilienne (Opus 78) from Pelleàs
et Melisande, Morceau de Concours
and Fantasie (Opus 79).

Soprano Elsa Gail Hahn and pia-
nist Mary Beth McFall will sing four
songs from Gustav Mahler’s Songs
From Des Knaben Wunderhorn:
Rheinlegendchen, Des Antonius von
Pauda Fischpredigt, Wer hat dies
Liedlein erdacht? and Lob des hohen
Verstands.

With French horn, Dr. Theodore
Schlosberg will perform two move-
ments from Concerto No. 1 in Eb
Major, Opus 11 by Richard Strauss:
Allegro Rondo. Guest Chin-Wen
Deng will accompany at the piano.

Tenor George Stralkus, with pia-
nist Louise Andrews, will sing
Vittoria, Mio Core by Giacomo
Carissimi, Chi, vuol la zingarella by
Giovanni Paisiello, una furtive
(L’eglise d’amore) by Gaetino
Donizetti, Pieta signori by
Alessandro Stradella and Mamma
by Bixio Cherubini.

A duet by Hahn and Stralkus will
include “You Is My Woman” from
Porgy and Bess by George Gershwin,
and Frank Loesser’s “Baby It’s Cold
Outside” from Neptune’s Daughter.

A conch shell ensemble from the
Music Workshop will perform Ha-
waii Ponoi by H. Berger, Queen
Liliuokalani’s Aloha Oe, and
Tahuwahuwa by Johnny Noble and
Leleiohaka.

For information about joining the
Musical Club, please call Evelyn
Bleeke at (908) 232-2173. A person
may be a performer or an associate
member.
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A COLLECTORS’ DREAM…Volunteers planning the upcoming Collectors’ Edge
silent auction of original contemporary art works at the New Jersey Center for Visual Arts
(NJCVA) in Summit on November 23 include, pictured, left to right, Bob Dillon of
Westfield, Summit residents Millie Cooper and Bettina Scemama, and Sheila Stone of
Livingston. The evening will include a light supper and a lecture on collecting art. Proceeds
will aid the NJCVA’s educational programs. Mr. Dillon is a member of the NJCVA Board
of Trustees. For more information on the event, please call (908) 273-9121.
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Sterling Silver & Handcrafted Beaded Jewelry, Water Colors,
Garden Gifts, Giftware, Holiday Accents for Your Home, Vintage Linens,

Ghenile Clothing, Tapestry & Velvet Throws, Glassware, Candles &
A Special Collection of Christmas Wares in Our New Holiday Room
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Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On Thursday, November 14,
the Friends of the Cranford
Public Library will sponsor An
Evening with Author Brendan
Tobin. The author of “Yes You
Can!: Extraordinary Results
from Ordinary People,” based
on the secrets (Tobin claims
there is no secret) of the suc-
cessful, wealthy and famous,
will speak at the Cranford
Community Center at 7 p.m.
Call (908) 709-7272 for more
information, and prepare to be
motivated.

*  *  *  *  *
Experience one hot rock trio,

the Goo Goo Dolls, in the inti-
mate setting of New Jersey’s State
Theatre on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 13, at 8 p.m. All seats are
$33. Alternatively, wait until
Thursday night to see Peter, Paul,
and Mary — yes, the same ones
who you may remember from 40
years ago — at the same place
for $25 to $55. The New
Brunswick theatre can be reached
by calling (732) 246-7469 If nei-
ther of these pleases you, Johnny
Mathis will be there on the No-
vember 21.

*  *  *  *  *
Then there’s that good ol’

sound of the Rahway Valley
Jerseyaires.  The barbershop
quartet’s 55th annual show,
“Dreamland,” will feature a pot-
pourri of 21st century favorites
sure to please any fan of this
genre. It happens on November 8
at 8 p.m., and again on Novem-
ber 9 at 3 p.m. at Rahway High
School, 1012 Madison Avenue.
Reserved seating is $18, general
admission is $12, $10, or $5,
depending on your age. For ticket
information, please call Charles
at (732) 494-3580, or Bob at (908)
754-3717.

*  *  *  *  *
Looking for an unusual gift

this holiday season? Lodge
Linne’s Scandinavian Import &
Gift Sale will be at the Salt Brook
School, 40 Maple Street in New
Providence on November 23,
from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Here
you will find a variety of Scandi-
navian Christmas items, Norwe-
gian sweaters, imported foods
and baked goods. Treat yourself
to a light lunch while watching
the children folk dance. For in-
formation, please call Karen at
(908) 665-1292.

*  *  *  *  *
You may refuse to buy if it’s

made in China, but an enter-
taining afternoon watching the
Shangri-La Chinese Acrobats
is a different story. The multi-
cultural production features
dazzling acrobatics, formidable
feats of daring and balance, and
explosive Kung-Fu.  They
should be good — they’ve been
doing this for more than 25
years. They will be at the Union
County Arts Center in Rahway
on Sunday, November 10, at 3
p.m. Bring the kids. Tickets are
$12 to $22.

Courtesy of Margaret Beach
CAUTION...At the Summerfun Theater, Inc. in Montclair, Beach exhibited this
narrative quilt, “Beware All Enterprises That Require New Clothes - Henry
David Thoreau, framed quilt, 46” x 24,” 1998.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) will
present “Destination Hollywood,”
the Westfield opening of its 20th
Anniversary Season, on Saturday,
November 16, at 8 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

The concert will feature
Gershwin’s American in Paris,
Korngold’s Violin Concerto (with
soloist Vadim Gluzman) and
Dvorak’s New World Symphony.

Ticket prices for the concert are
$25 to $60 with discounts available
for students, senior citizens and
groups.

Tickets may be purchased di-
rectly from the WSO office at 224
East Broad Street, by calling (908)
232-9400 or by visiting one of the
following ticket outlets:  Lancaster
Ltd., The Town Book Store, Evalyn
Dunn’s Gallery, all of Westfield, or
Martin Jewelers in Cranford, Beau-
tiful Things in Scotch Plains, or
Frog Hollow in Summit.

The following restaurants offer a
10 percent discount on pre-concert

dinners, with 5 to 5:30 p.m. seat-
ing: Chez Catherine, Elm Street
Café, Kotobuki, Northside
Trattoria, Ferraro’s Pizzeria and
Restaurant, The Brick Oven, Lime,
Novita Ristorante, South Side Ro-
man Bistro, and Sweet Waters Steak
House.

Patrons must show their tickets
to qualify for the discount. Reser-
vations are highly recommended.

Bulion, previously reviewed in this
column, teaches children not to
pre-judge. The illustrations of both
books add to the message in realis-
tic representations of the cultures
portrayed.

The age-old Indian tale, “The
Ramayana” is retold in Barefoot
Books’ “The Story of Divaali” writ-
ten by Jatinder Verma. It is the
story of the god Vishnu and of his
battle with the Demon King Ravana
over the rule of the earth. Written
by recollecting versions of the story
told to him by his own parents, the
author tells how the ancient Indian
festival of lights came about.

Barefoot Books has also recently
released “Catch That Goat” by
Polly Alakija. Nigeria is again the
setting for this whimsical look at
life on another continent. More a
“counting down” than a counting
book, there is plenty of eye appeal
in the simple text, and cultural
interest in the realistic pictures.
Youngsters are sure to get a giggle
out of the surprise ending.

We may not be able to send our
children the four corners of the
earth, but we can bring the world to
our children when we encourage
them to read books that teach them
about other people and places.

To echo Holtzman of Moon
Mountain Books, who knows what
positive implications such encour-
agement will have on the future of
the world.
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SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains and Fanwood Arts
Association’s November program
will feature Kat Block at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, November 20, at the
Fanwood Community Center, which
is located at the corner of North and
Martine Avenues in Fanwood.

Block is talented in many medi-
ums. She will demonstrate how to
create a collage. She is well-known
in the area and lives in Springfield.
Her pieces have been exhibited in
many local galleries and private col-
lections.

The public is invited to attend.
Refreshments will be served. For
more information, please call (908)
322-5438.

ited space or time in which to move
the sets,” he said.

Just ask Roessler which he prefers
— being on stage or behind it — and
he admits readily there is no contest.
He loves being in the spotlight. And
with the ground-shaking baritone
voice he is known for, it is no wonder.

Since there are not a staggering
number of age-appropriate roles open
to senior citizens, he and his wife
have become involved with the
Cranford Dramatic Club’s outreach
program which performs in local nurs-
ing homes.

Instead of performing for the usual
Plays-in-the-Park audience of 2,000,
he now plays to an intimate room.

“There’s joy in performing even
for a small group,” he said. “We go a
few times a year and they’re very
appreciative.”

While he waits for the next “right”
role to come along, he brings smiles to
people in nursing homes by doing
what he has done his whole life: shar-
ing his musical talent with others.

Mostly Music ConcertMostly Music ConcertMostly Music ConcertMostly Music ConcertMostly Music Concert
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WESTFIELD – The Mostly Mu-

sic Chamber Music Series will
present a special concert on Sunday,
November 10, at 7:30 p.m. at Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield.

Violinists Ani Kavafian and
Theodore Arm, violists Toby Appel
and Ah Ling Neu and cellist Carter
Bey will perform.

The program will include Dvorak’s
String Trio Op. 75a, Beethoven’s String
Trio in G major, Op. 9, No. 1 and
Mozart’s Quintet in G minor, K. 516.

Tickets, which will be sold at the
door, cost $20 for general admis-
sion, $18 for senior citizens and $10
for students. For more information,
please call (973) 762-0108.

The same concert will be held
earlier that day at 3 p.m. at Morrow
Memorial Methodist Church, which
is located at 600 Ridgewood Road in
Maplewood.
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