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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim HelyW
DI�IOIA�BOYLE

A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

C E RT I F I E D  T R I A L  L AW Y E R S *

EISEMANHELY

*Requires a UnitedTrust checking account.Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of 
publication date and is subject to change without notice. Bank policy requires a substantial 
penalty for early withdrawal. Offers valid at our Westfield office only. Member FDIC. UnitedTrust 
Bank is a registered service mark of United National Bancorp. Equal Opportunity Lender.

Westfield Grand Opening Celebration, November 16, 9a.m. -1p.m.

www.unitedtrust.com

Savings 

Free Convenience
Checking

Personal Loans

IRAs/CDs

Business Banking

Online Banking

Trust and Investment
Services

Commercial Loans

We can relateSM

does your piggy bank give you better service 
than your current bank?
looking for a bank that cares about you and your needs?
want a bank that’s more than just convenient?

— we can relate

We’ve opened a new branch at 900 South Avenue in Westfield. Now, you can
enjoy the financial solutions that make your life easier, right in your neighborhood.

Join us for our Grand Opening Celebration on Saturday, November16 from
9:00a.m. to1:00p.m. Have coffee and donuts on us, and take advantage of our
Grand Opening Specials. Like our 13-MONTH CD, PAYING 3.25% APY with
only a $500 minimum balance.* Or, Convenience Checking — it’s FREE FOR LIFE!

Everyone gets a gift just for stopping by. Open a Convenience Checking account or
CD and you’ll get even more. Plus, enter our Grand Opening Sweepstakes to win a
big-screen TV.

First 100 visitors receive a Home Depot Gift Card valued at $50.00!

900 South Avenue,Westfield
(908) 232-6006

OWEN BRAND

Your Home Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local (908) 789-2730
            Toll Free (888) 489-9680
                         Pager (908) 535-8244
                                      obrand@ivymortgage.com

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

Stanley Gersch, DMD, PA
Practice Limited to Orthodontics

Specialty Permit # 2684

announces
the relocation of his Westfield Office to

547 East Broad Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 233-8668

(directly across from the Westfield Memorial Library)

State Intends to Restructure
Horse Racing Industry

TRENTON — The Senate and
Assembly recently passed legisla-
tion sponsored by Assemblypersons
Linda Stender, Wilfredo Caraballo
and Patrick Diegan to restructure
New Jersey’s horse racing industry.

The A-2528 measure would get rid
of the existing racing commission,
and nine new members would be
appointed for six-year terms. The
Governor would appoint the head of
the new commission.

If enacted by the Governor, the
measure calls for two members to be
either trainers or owners of thorough-
bred horses and two members would
have similar standard-bred horse ex-
perience. Also, one member would be
required to be from Monmouth
County. Also, members of the com-
mission would be allowed to race
their horses in the state while serving.

The New Jersey horse racing in-
dustry has been in a downward spi-
ral, and the measure is intended to
bring fresh ideas and new perspec-
tives to an agency in dire need of
change, relayed Mr. Caraballo.

Mrs. Stender and Mr. Guear pre-

sented a second bill coinciding with
the A-2528. This measure, A-2676,
would allow registered New Jersey
thoroughbreds to take part in closed
races at out of state racetracks as part
of a multi-state event. If enacted, the
measure would allow New Jersey
bred horses to join horses bred in
other states to compete in the first
annual Great State Challenge. Horses
that win, place, or show in this event
would be allowed to collect prize
money, and the state where the win-
ning horse was bred would be
awarded a trophy. The measure
passed 40-0, and now it heads to the
Governor.

“We thought that increasing the
number of commissioners gives
greater input to the commission and
both of us voted yes,” said Assem-
blyman Eric Munoz, M.D., speaking
on behalf of himself and fellow Re-
publican Assemblyman Tom Kean.
Both represent the 21st Legislative
District.

“Assemblywoman Linda Stender,
who is a sponsor, is a good colleague
of ours,” he added.

Assembly Committee to See
Bill on Violent Video Games
TRENTON — A bill (A-2944)

introduced by Assemblyman Gary
Guear, Sr. and Assemblywoman
Linda Stender aims to limit a minor’s
ability to rent or purchase violent or
“mature” video games.

The measure was introduced on
October 24 and has been referred to
the Assembly Law and Public Safety
Committee for further consideration.

The bill would prohibit the sale or
rental of mature video games to mi-
nors without parental consent. A
minor would be able to rent or buy a
mature or “M-rated” game only if
the retailer obtains and maintains a
consent form signed by the parent or
guardian authorizing such purchases.
Recent studies found that 7 percent
of the 218 million video games sold
in 2000 were “M-rated.”

The legislators cited the recent
release of the video game, “Grand
Theft Auto: Vice City,” as an ex-
ample of the influx of violent and
mature video games that are specifi-
cally marketed to minors. Vice City
requires players to carjack, shoot,
and even kill opponents in order to
advance in the game.

“Like so many other games on the
market, this game targets underage
players, yet trivializes violence, blood
and guts through life-like animation,”
said Mr. Guear.

“Video games continue to push the
envelope by exposing children to vio-
lence, aggression, and mature subjects
that reach new levels of outrageous-
ness with each sequel or version,” said
Mrs. Stender. “Parents should have the
right to determine what games are
excessive and what games are suitable
for children to play.”

In 2001, an undercover survey con-
ducted by the FTC showed that 78
percent of retailers sold mature video
games to children ages 13 to 16.
Under the bill, retailers who know-
ingly rents or sells a restricted video
game to a minor would face a $50
fine for a first offense; $100 for a

second offense; and $250 for subse-
quent offenses. In addition, retail
stores would be allowed to sell or
rent a video game only if the official
Entertainment Software Rating
Board (ESRB) rating is displayed on
the outside of the cassette, case,
jacket, or other covering.

Retailers would be required to clearly
mark a video that has not yet been rated
as “not rated.” “Many ‘M-rated’ video
games can include hate speech, in-
tense violence and more mature sexual
themes,” said Mrs. Stender. “These are
not behaviors that our children should
be misled into believing are appropri-
ate or acceptable.”

The ESRB rating system applies to
video games and provides a guideline
for parents and retailers to rely upon
when selecting or recommending a
video game. Games are rated as: EC
(Early Childhood); E (Everyone); T
(Teen); M (Mature); AO (Adults
Only); or RP (Rating Pending).

In 2001, only 15 percent of adoles-
cents surveyed by the National Insti-
tute on Media and the Family (NIMF)
said their parents “always” or “of-
ten” check a game’s ESRB before
renting or buying a video game.
“ESRB ratings are printed on the
front of game cases.

Governor James McGreevey
Unveils High Speed E-ZPass
TRENTON – Governor James E.

McGreevey announced a plan to
implement high-speed E-ZPass lanes
along the New Jersey Turnpike and
Garden State Parkway to help allevi-
ate traffic congestion.

The barrier-free lanes positioned
at key toll plazas along roadways
would allow motorists to travel
through the tool lanes at speeds close
to 50 miles per hour and reduce
delays associated with traditional tool
taking methods currently in place. In
place of tollbooths, an overhead gan-
try would read traditional E-ZPass
transponders as they passed through
at faster speeds.

High speed E-ZPass marks a dra-
matic increase in the number of ve-
hicles that pass through toll taking
methods. Currently, a typical toll-
booth with a “basketstyle” method of
payment can handle a maximum of
800 vehicles per hour. A tollbooth
utilizing the current E-ZPass system—
those at which cars can pass through
at 15 mph –can accommodate 1,200

vehicles per hour—almost double the
amount of E-ZPass lanes.

The high-speed locations would
be installed along the Garden State
Parkway at the Hillsdale, Toms River,
Raritan South, and Asbury Park tolls
plazas. On the New Jersey Turnpike
the new lanes will be added at Inter-
changes 18W and 18E. High-speed
E-ZPass will also be implemented at
the Pleasantville toll plaza on the
Atlantic City Expressway. All seven
locations were selected based upon a
through analysis that took into con-
sideration road design, and high traf-
fic locations coupled with high E-
ZPass usage.

According to the schedule, the
Hillsdale toll plaza will be the first to
undergo construction beginning in
mid-2003 and being completed by
the end of the year. Pleasantville will
also be complete by the end of 2003.
The remaining locations will be com-
plete by Memorial Day 2005. The
total cost for the entire project is $45
million.

HONORED FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE...Architect Mark Fischback and
Landscape Designer Craig Stock of the Westfield Jaycees were honored last
Monday night for their outstanding volunteer work on the Westfield 9/11
Memorial during the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce annual awards
dinner. They received proclamations from the town by Mayor Gregory McDer-
mott and from the state by Assemblyman Thomas Kean, Jr. Mr. Fischback is
shown on the left with his wife, Tristin and Mr. Stock is with his wife Marylou.

MAGIC SHOW…Students of The Westfield Cooperative Nursery School were
treated to a Magic Show on Halloween. Pictured are students of Mrs. Murphy,
Mrs. Babetski, and Mrs. Young, along with the school’s director, Mrs. Mandrillo,
who performed the magic. The Westfield Cooperative Nursery School is a non-
profit teacher/parent program for 3 and 4 year olds. For information about the
school, contact Ms. Terri Mandrillo at (908) 233-4501.

NO HORSING AROUND...Justice, a Union County police horse, makes friends
and receives a grooming at the Watchung Stables from Steve Warnock of Scotch
Plains, while riding instructor, Susan May, looks on.

American Legion Provides
Internet Veterans Day Cards
AREA – Veterans Day is Novem-

ber 11. Anyone who wants to say
“thank you” to a favorite veteran
using today’s computer technology
can log on to www.legion.org. and
send an electronic Veterans Day
greeting card.

The site offers free e-mail greeting
cards representing each military ser-
vice along with songs that play when
the card is opened. Space is provided

on the cards to compose a personal
message.

This is the fourth year that the 2.8
million member American Legion,
the largest veterans organization, has
offered this service. Cards may be
sent from now through November
12. Greeting cards may be sent to
active duty service men and women
also if their military e-mail addresses
are known.

Flu Shots Set For
County Seniors At
Runnells Hospital

AREA – Union County residents
60 years old and older may receive
free flu shots at Runnells Special-
ized Hospital, 40 Watchung Way,
Berkeley Heights on November 14
and 15 from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. No
appointment is necessary.

The flu commonly occurs between
December and April. Most serious
complications and deaths are in the
elderly population. It’s important to
get a flu shot each year.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times


