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Patriotic Sentiment Seen on Memorial Day
Should Be Reflected Throughout the Year
It seems there was a great deal more sentiment;
more snap and roll in the snare drums this year at the
Memorial Day parades. Our flag gleamed brighter in
the morning sun, it was held a little higher, it waved
crisper in the breeze. Heads were more lofted, and the
crowds were larger. It’s been a while since that tingle
inside oneself was stirred by the music, the speeches,
the musket salutes all in the memory of the patriots
who gave us the freedoms we have today.
On the faces of the veterans, the marchers and the
spectators, one could see the surge of pride. All
sensed the resolve that we have to keep America
strong. There was no hiding of expression or sentiment by those present in their support for liberty’s
stand. The Westfield Methodist Church bell rang
nine times, then 11; followed by a rolling toll – the
first time in memory that the crowd applauded the
ringing of the bell, recounted the Town Bell Ringer.

As one watched the parades streaming with marchers, including police officers, firefighters, Boy Scouts,
Girl Scouts, school children, the bands, many groups
from society and our community leaders, we were
reminded that the emotion aroused by this celebration should not be just a once a year affair.
The pride and patriotic fervor we witness each Memorial Day is something we should strive for every day.
Although visible and vibrant in the wake of September
11, such reverence often fades as holiday observances
give way to more lighthearted summer fare.
Let us not forget, however, that wars against
tyranny did not end in just a day. American men and
women did not give their lives in just a day. Our
victories were not won in just a day. We should
remember and acknowledge the sacrifices made on
our behalf – by generations living and deceased – on
more than just a day.

Voter Apathy Needs to be Reversed Now,
With Key Races to be Decided in November
There’s a Primary Election in New Jersey on
Tuesday, June 4, and the polls will be open from 6
a.m. to 8 p.m. Few people seem aware of this, and
voter turnout promises to be light. This is not to
say, however, that there’s not an enormous amount
at stake in the General Election in November,
there is.
Control of the state and federal legislature will
be up for grabs then and it promises to be a close
battle. Several important municipal government
races in Westfield, Fanwood and Scotch Plains will
be decided in November as well.
Except for selection of the Republican United
States Senate candidate, there’s very little at stake
in the Primary next week for this region, as there
are few contested races in the respective parties.
New Jersey has a closed Primary system and only
Republicans or Democrats can vote in their respective primaries.
The Republican Party has a statewide contest to
see who will challenge United States Senator Robert Torricelli. For this reason, it’s significant for
Republicans to show up and vote. The Republican
Primary race for United States Senate in New
Jersey boils down to the choice of Douglas Forrester
of West Windsor, Diane Allen of Edgewater Park
and John Matheussen of Turnersville.
Mr. Forrester seems to be gaining in GOP party
support over Ms. Allen, although Ms. Allen reportedly polls well against Mr. Torrecilli. Mr.
Matheussen is third in the polls for gaining the
Primary nod. At this early stage, most doubt the
meaning of polls for the General Election. What
seems to count in the Primary is organizational
support and money to proceed with the campaign.
Mr. Forrester has this edge and is gaining over the
other Republicans. He picked up most of the
organizational support previously given to Jim
Treffinger, who recently pulled out of the race.
Assemblyman Thomas Kean, Jr. of Westfield
recently came out in support of Mr. Forrester.
“Doug Forrester is my choice to be our Republican
nominee for the U.S. Senate because he is going to

fight to lower taxes, protect our families and save
and strengthen Social Security. He is a man of
character and integrity, and will work hard for New
Jersey. I am proud to offer my full support to his
campaign, and will work hard between now and
November to help him retire Bob Torricelli,” said
Assemblyman Kean.
Congressman Mike Ferguson, R-Warren Township, is seeking re-election to his second term in
our district this November. In 2000, Mr. Ferguson
defeated former Fanwood Mayor Maryanne
Connelly by a 52 to 46 percent margin.
The redistricting of the Seventh Congressional
District last year seems to have made the seat safer
for Congressman Ferguson’s re-election. However, some Democrats disagree in that the redistricting brings 40 percent new voters into the
district. These new voters, however, have traditionally leaned Republican in past elections.
The Democratic challenger for Congressman
Ferguson’s seat is Tim Carden. He is uncontested
in the Democratic Primary next week. Mr. Carden,
having grown up in Peapack, just opened his
campaign office on Elmer Street in Westfield and
promises to wage a vigorous campaign to unseat
Congressman Ferguson.
Congressman Ferguson has been a strong supporter of President Bush, and he says that the
President will be visiting our Seventh Congressional District later this year.
To us, it certainly seems the time to reverse the
decline in voter turnout. The League of Women
Voters has researched and published many good
reasons to reverse voter apathy. Their website,
www.lwvnj.com presents this information.
One theme that struck us in reviewing the voter
apathy issue was a recurring call for civics education of our youth. In the past, civics education was
commonplace in our public education system.
Apparently, that is not the case today. We believe
this should be changed. It will take several years
for the education of our youth to have an impact on
voter turnout. But, we must start sometime.

A Constitutional Convention,
Who Wins? Loses?
By Garland “Bud” Boothe
Former Mayor of Westfield

Jerseyians you and me, may have an
opportunity to do something “constitutional” one of these days about a favorite
gripe high property taxes.
High property taxes, “skyrocketing”
seems to be the favorite adjective, have
been the source of complaints for decades. The state legislature for, pick
your reason, has never done anything
sweeping about changing them; only a
few “relief” measures such as rebates
you have to apply for and wait for.
A movement is underway to have a
convention called to propose an amendment to the New Jersey Constitution that
will “reform” real property taxation. I
have followed tax issues, and complaints,
for decades, and recently attended a forum on this convention idea. No specific
idea or solution is on the table, but lots
have been and more will be put forth.
The concept for the convention is that
any “real property tax reform” will be
“revenue neutral”. And what, pray tell,
does that mean?
Well, right now four governmental
agencies collect taxes to run their respective operations in New Jersey: the
municipality, the county and the school
system. The municipality collects and
distributes the property tax. The state
does not now have a tax on real estate,
but does collect personal and corporate
income taxes and the sales tax, plus
some other odds and ends. All these total
say, “$x” each year.
“Revenue neutral” means the total
exacted of thee and me and eight million
others by all taxing entities will be the
same. You don’t need a PhD in math to
figure out that if things are reconfigured
so that property taxes go down, other
things have to go up for “$x” to remain
the same.
Here is the rub: as proponents of the
tax convention candidly admit, there
will be real winners and real losers in
any reform. Will you come out ahead or
behind if your property taxes (for roads
and schools and parks, etc) go down but
income and/or sales taxes go up?
New Jersey governments rely far more
on property taxes, by a factor of two or
more, than every other state. We also
have far more governmental units than
most. We have more school districts
than Texas. We have many police departments rather than as part of a county
sheriff system such as at many other
places. We have many small municipalities such as Fanwood, Garwood and
Mountainside. Westfield with a population of 29,000 is about number 30 in size
out of the 566 municipalities in the state.
Is there any relationship? Conversely,
would you rather have your schools and
street repairs directed by local or county
officials? There are relationships to be
drawn but the convention is not supposed to go into these or other issues on
the cost and spending side.
The delegates at any such convention
would have to look at the consequences
of such changes in that quest for revenue
neutrality. They could be profound. Say,
all real estate taxes are abolished and the
local - county - school costs are paid 100

percent from Trenton out of income or
sales taxes. People with big property tax
bills on appreciated value homes and
low incomes - the plight of many seniors
and retirees in Westfield as well as elsewhere - arguably would benefit. The
earning generation, which has more to
fear from a graduated income tax than
local property taxes, would lose. The
urban areas with low or no income residents would send little to Trenton; the
affluent in all communities beaucoup.
Say instead Trenton increases funding
so property taxes go down by half. And
so on.
Second. restraint on property taxes,
read that local spending, particularly the
school system costs, historically has been
on election day. Three quarters of our
school districts have votes on budgets,
and I doubt many would freely give up
this annual opportunity to spend, “more
in the name of quality education”, or to,
“cut out the frills and administration,” in
the budget (shorthand for two frequent
points of view). Convention members
would have to think about this nonnumbers issue also.
In a word, you can go across the state,
geographically, demographically,
agewise, incomewise, urban, suburban,
rural; everything-under-the-sun wise in
the quest for what maybe does not exist
a fair system to pay for local services and
schools.
All that said, should there be a convention? First, let me explain the proposed process, a very tough one to be
navigated: both houses of our divided
legislature have to approve a resolution,
which the governor must sign to put a
question on the November ballot saying
in substance, “should there be a Constitutional Convention limited to property
tax reform?”
If the State’s voters say yes, a second
election would be held around March
2003 to elect 80 delegates, two from
each state legislative district. You need
500 names to get on the ballot as a
delegate, which is only by petition. Only
one of the two can be a sitting legislator.
The top vote-getter in each party, or an
independent, if he/she is one of the top
two vote getters, go.
They labor over all this stuff and come
in with a proposal. If the Chief Justice
decrees that their proposal meets the limitations of the resolution, then the proposed amendment goes to the voters a
year from November. So three hurdles in
Trenton, three more at the polling places.
Draw your own conclusions as to the
chances all this will happen. Nevertheless I think it would be a worthwhile
exercise to have the Convention, if for
no other reason than to vent our frustrations and satisfy ourselves that, as
Shakespeare put it, “we would rather
take the troubles that we have than flee
to others we know not of.”
* * * * *
Former Mayor Bud Boothe’s interest
in real property taxes, apart from paying
them in Westfield for 43 years, goes
back to his senior paper on this subject in
Law School.

Letters to the Editor
Police Officers Should Practice
Caution on Rahway Avenue
As a four-year resident of Rahway
Avenue, my husband and I are very
pleased with the measures being taken
by the town to try and calm the traffic
along the road on which we live and
along which our children walk to school.
Although the amount of traffic that
backs up during before and after school
hours seems great now, we are confident
that it will become as common place and
expected as trying to negotiate the South
Avenue circle at 6 p.m. Something that we
and many of our neighbors find troubling,
however, is the speed at which some
Westfield Police cruisers travel down
Rahway Avenue when responding to a
traffic emergency; more than likely, an
emergency that has taken place at the southern terminus of Rahway Avenue and
Lambertsmill Road.
Although lights and sirens are being
used, cars traveling at speeds well over
50 miles per hour can do little or nothing
to avoid an unexpected hazard. Countless time we have witnessed cruisers
literally fly down our street past blind
intersections like Dorian Road and

Mountainside School
Budget Defeat has
Benefited the Borough
Positive outcomes have resulted with
the defeat of the Mountainside School
Budget. (1) Those of who attended the
two meetings at Borough Hall or watched
the proceedings on television had a great
educational experience. (2) After much
discussion and deliberation the budget
was cut by $486,875. (3) For all
homeowners this has realized an average tax cut of $160. (4) All of this
accomplished and in no way harming the
education of the children of
Mountainside. (5) An independent auditor will audit board books.
I appreciate the time, effort and energy expended to resolve these important issues. The entire community has
benefited.
Mary L. Root
Mountainside

Erratum
In the EZ Pass article of May 16,
the following corrections are noted:
1. The quote attributed to Mr.
Oatman should instead be attributed to Mr. LaPolla, and it should
read “The Governor issued a directive to the Commissioner of Transportation to come up with recommendations to resolve (matters) in
120 days by June.”
2. Mr. Ed Oatman is Chief of Staff
for Assemblywoman. Linda Stender,
not spokesperson, as written.

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Shackamaxon Drive and through limited
sight distance areas like the hill at Willow
Grove Road. Very often, police cars are
traveling at such a rate of speed that we see
the blue and white streak fly by seconds
before we hear any trace of a siren. How
safe can this practice be? I understand the
importance of arriving at the scene of an
accident to assure the safety of those involved, but at what cost? A collision took
place last fall at Shackamaxon Drive when
an out-of-area driver attempted to cross
Rahway Avenue (known by local drivers
as something that should be avoided at all
costs). That car was struck by a police
cruiser speeding to the scene of another
accident; as a result there were two locations where assistance was needed. Care
and common sense should be exercised by
all drivers at all times, that we all know; but
extra care should be shown by our local
police officers. The potential for additional
damage is so much greater when police
cars travel at such fast speeds; why compound the suffering by adding to an already
unfortunate situation. Mr. Policeman, please
slow down.
Kathy Steinfeld
Westfield
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Inceration – Covering with wax
2. Meconic – Pertaining to or derived
from the poppy
3. Hoyden – A bold, boisterous girl; a
tomboy
4. Farraginous – Mixed or jumbled
DIACOPE
1. Unity; cooperation
2. A crown worn as a sign of royalty
3. A deep cut or a gash
4. A cavern or large cave
VADIMONY
1. Bail
2. Pertaining to well water
3. Selfish regard for oneself
4. Harmony; as one
PILLION
1. An extra seat behind the driver’s
saddle on a motorcycle
2. One who has fine, soft hair
3. A butterfly
4. A soft-shelled river tortoise
CITIGRADA
1. Having the shape of a funnel
2. A family of spiders which catch
their prey by running swiftly
3. A species of large, wild sheep
4. A species of large, tailless rodents
Answers will appear in next week’s
issue.

Friends of the Library
Thank Residents for
Supporting Book Sale
The friends of the Westfield Memorial Library would like to express our
gratitude to all the people who supported our record braking annual book
sale. We would like to thank those who
backed the sale by donating books, those
who purchased books and especially
those who gave time and labor before
and during the sale. Once again, the sale
was a huge success and all of the profits
will be donated to the library so that all
Westfield residents will benefit from
your generosity.
We would also like to thank all the
residents who have joined the “Friends
of the Westfield Memorial Library”.
We have had a wonderful response from
the town as we celebrate our 30th Anniversary. Memberships help to pay for various
programs offered at the library, such as the
Symphony program held recently and also
children’s programs.
Sadie Schoss
Book Sale Chairperson
Linda Kolterjahn
Membership
Chairperson

Clean Communities and
Recycling Grant Act
Should Be Passed
Our State Legislature is currently examining legislation, which deserves to
pass. Assembly Bill Number 2110 and
Senate Bill Number 1373 cover the “Clean
Communities and Recycling Grant Act”.
Under this act, the Clean Communities
Program will be revived. The loss of the
program this year has caused many communities to cancel activities, which, for
years, were largely funded by the program.
The Recycling Grant Program was a
part of the Recycling Act, which dates
back to the 1980’s. It established recycling goals for the state and helped fund
the costs each municipality incurred in its
recycling efforts. Communities recycling
a greater percentage of their solid waste
received a proportionally larger grant. In
1996 funding for the grant program was
lost, even though the recycling law remains in effect and the state is asking our
towns to give more effort to recycling.
Under the Act, the Recycling Act Program will be revived. It is noteworthy that
the sponsors and co-sponsors of the bills
include members of both parties. Both
the Clean Communities and Recycling
Grants are worthy programs. They deserve strong support.
Robert H. Sommerich
Fanwood

Resident Feels Leader/Times
Cartoon Was In Poor Taste
I am writing in response to the editorial
cartoon in your paper regarding the proposed ordinance against underage drinking
in Scotch Plains. To say I thought it was in
poor taste is putting it mildly.
There will always be two sides to an
issue. Some will agree and some will disagree. As a newspaper, you have the right to
share your opinion as well. But to associate
the issue of underage drinking with a historically violent and abhorrent event is
unprofessional on your part. There was
nothing humorous about the Holocaust nor
is there anything humorous about the potential problems associated with underage
drinking.
It seems that you feel the community has
deep seeded fears about what the police
“might” do. And yet, when there is a serious
problem…a fight, a car accident, a choking
child, a heart attack the first line of defense
most commonly thought of is to contact the
police. They are seen as the protectors, the
people who can get the job done, the very
people we rely on. Why would anyone assume the police would be less professional in
the way they handle entering a home in the
case of an underage drinking party?
My understanding of the ordinance being proposed is that it does not allow the
police to have any additional “power”. It is
designed to be a deterrent to underage
drinking. It assigns a consequence to the
underage drinkers to make them think twice
about repeating the behavior in the future. It
is designed to help insure the safety of the
youth in this community. The passage of the

ordinance speaks volumes to kids. I believe
it sends a clear message to the youth of
Scotch Plains that their community is concerned about their safety and is committed
to do what it can to help insure that safety.
The Municipal Alliance has provided the
community with factual information on the
proposed ordinance. Your paper has the
opportunity to help get that factual information out to the community. I suggest it
would be a better use of editorial space for
you to do that and leave emotion out of it.
Anne Wischusen
Scotch Plains
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