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Wfld Police
Seek Victims

Of Defrauding
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Police Depart-
ment is looking for people who
consigned items for sale with an
antique dealer, previously located
on South Avenue, who is now out
of business.

Anyone who believes they have
been defrauded or are missing
items, is asked to call Westfield
Police Detective Barron
Chambliss at (908) 789-4111.
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Boro Council, BOE Okay Revised
Budget; Council to Hire Auditors

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Last Thursday the Mountainside
Borough Council and the
Mountainside Board of Education
held their second public meeting to
discuss the 2002-2003 school bud-
get, which voters defeated in April.

The anticipated school-operating
budget for fiscal year 2002-2003 fea-
tured a tax levy of $9,839,273. For
average families, owning $150,000
homes; that would have translated to
an increase of $675. When it came
time to vote, the citizens of
Mountainside decidedly said ‘no’ to
the budget, with 604 voting against
the budget, to 463 in favor.

With the public’s defeat of the pro-

posed budget, the Mountainside
Board of Education and
Mountainside Borough Council have
met for the past few weeks in hopes of
reaching a solution. This past
Thursday’s public meeting featured a
formal agreement between the Board
of Education and the Borough Coun-
cil on a new, amended budget, where
the Borough Council shaved nearly
half a million dollars off of the sug-
gested budget, while not restricting
or dropping any programs.

The Borough Council and Board
of Education officially approved a
resolution and passing of a new bud-
get with upwards of $486,000 in cuts
from the earlier proposed budget in
April. In addition, private auditors

will be hired by the council to con-
firm the financial figures cited by the
Board of Education. Mayor Robert
Viglianti expressed his concern that
the Board Of Education has not been
keeping accurate accounts because
they could not point to exact num-
bers when questioned on Monday.

“The reduction that we’re propos-
ing tonight is not going to cut any
programs, it will give us some tax
relief, while guaranteeing the open-
ing of Beachwood, and the 5th kin-
dergarten class. We feel we are doing
what’s best for the community and
best for residents”, councilman Paul
Mirabelli said.

In 2001, the residents of
Mountainside passed a bond in order
to renovate the existing Deerfield
elementary school and upgrade and
improve the standards of Beachwood
school in order to assure its reopen-
ing for grades K-2 in late 2002.

Prior to Thursday’s public meet-
ing, some citizens not in favor of the
proposed budget lashed out, citing
that the proposed budget was in-
creased unfairly, too drastically, and
with little concern to the taxpayer’s
pocketbooks. Many questioned as to
how the Board of Education arrived
at such escalated figures to propose
to the Borough Council and to the
taxpayers of Mountainside.

Supporters of the new budget and
increased taxes felt the increase of the
budget was justified because it is set
out to help fund the Beachwood
School. The budget also reflects the
addition of a new kindergarten class,
totaling five for Mountainside.

“Bottom line is, our recommenda-
tion will be for a reduction of the
proposed budget by $486,875,”
Mayor Viglianti said. “As a taxpayer
what that means to you (based on a
$150,000 house), that is ten tax points
and equal to a reduction of your pro-
posed tax by $160 on the average.”

He went on to say, “We knowingly
are going to recommend reductions
lower than we truly believe are pos-
sible. This administration will hire an
outside auditing firm to review all
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                 Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader
RESIDENTS SOUND OFF…Mountainside resident Louis Thomas (right) spoke at
last Thursday’s combined Council and Board of Education meeting. The board and
council have cut the school budget, defeated by voters, by nearly half a million dollars.
Mayor Robert Viglianti and Councilman Keith Turner are pictured above.

Investigators Sweep Downtown
Westfield Seeking Tax Cheats

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Thursday and Friday, May 16
and 17, State Tax Investigators from
the New Jersey Department of the
Treasury, Division of Taxation, con-
ducted an investigation, canvassing
businesses in downtown Westfield,
searching for tax cheats. Investigator
Charles Dingerdissen and another tax
investigator from the New Jersey Di-
vision of Taxation entered The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood office and
told the publisher, Horace Corbin,
that they were there to, “get the word
out,” about the State’s Tax Amnesty
Program.

Neither Town Officials nor anyone
from the Westfield Police Department
knew anything about the investiga-
tion being conducted, when asked by
The Leader.

When Mr. Corbin told the investi-
gators that the paper already knew
about the amnesty program, they
asked Mr. Corbin to produce his busi-
ness tax I.D. number and other infor-
mation. When Mr. Corbin refused,
they asked him if he had something to
hide. Mr. Corbin asked the investiga-
tors, if this was an official request and
if so, by what authorization. The in-
vestigators told him that they were
just doing what they had been told.

According to Mr. Corbin, the in-

vestigators started to roam around
the office, searching walls for the
Leader’s business tax I.D. certificate.
Mr. Corbin then asked the investiga-
tors to either produce official paper-
work or leave the office, which they
did.

Mr. Corbin followed the investiga-
tors outside and observed them enter-
ing numerous other businesses on
Elm Street. Afterwards, Mr. Corbin
verified that other business owners
were also asked to produce business
tax I.D. numbers. Several other busi-
ness owners told Mr. Corbin that they
showed the investigators their tax
I.D. numbers, when asked.

The Leader then called the Divi-
sion of Taxation to determine the
legitimacy of the investigators and to
verify their authorization. The Divi-
sion of Taxation’s Communication’s
Department verified that the investi-
gators were “canvassing”, as the Di-
vision referred to the investigation,
for several reasons; in addition to
getting the word out about amnesty;
the investigators were there to, “audit
businesses that were delinquent on
their taxes and to get businesses to
turn in other businesses that were not
registered or that may not be in com-
pliance”, said Communications
Spokesperson, Ralph Siegel.

The New Jersey Division of Taxa-
tion reported on their web site that
they have, “hired over 100 new audi-
tors and investigators to find the tax
cheats and stop them.” “Help us iden-
tify and locate those tax avoiders

who aren’t paying their fair share,”
the Division’s web site stated.

Mr. Siegel told The Leader that
every few years, the Division of Taxa-
tion, a Department of the NJ Treasury,
offers a tax amnesty period to delin-
quent taxpayers. This year’s amnesty
period runs from April 15 to June 10
and allows delinquent taxpayers an
opportunity to avoid penalties and
fines by paying their back taxes, in-
curred between 1996 and 2001, in
full, by the specified deadline.

Mr. Siegel also admitted that the
Division did not pre-notify town of-
ficials about the canvassing in order
to retain the element of surprise, to
catch tax cheats. He said that busi-
nesses were supposed to clearly post
their tax I.D. numbers on the wall and
that the investigators were doing
nothing wrong by asking for this in-
formation.

“The door to door canvassing is
conducted routinely, throughout the
State,” Mr. Siegel said. “We do not
give the town or business owners the
heads up on our visits or the tax
cheats would avoid us,” he remarked.

Mr. Siegel could not confirm
whether any tax-delinquent or non-
compliant businesses in Westfield
were caught in this year’s investiga-
tion, because that information had
not been gathered and computerized
yet. However, Mr. Siegel told The
Leader and that there was a list of the
most serious delinquent accounts,
both commercial and individual,
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YOUNG PATRIOT…Two years ago, Westfielders of all ages honored America’s
fallen soldiers at the Memorial Day Parade.  This year’s parade begins at 9 a.m.
on Monday at the monument at East Broad Street and North Avenue.

$8.2 Mil. Budget Approved
by Mountainside Council
By MICHAEL POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Following the passage of the
borough’s school budget,
Mountainside approved its munici-
pal budget on Tuesday night. The
borough’s budget in 2001 was
$7,554,605. The new budget has in-
creased from $641,929 to $8,196,534.

The amount that will be raised by
taxation is $4,288,084, compared to
$4,025,399 in 2001. This translates
to (with a .895 municipal tax rate
hike) an increase of approximately
$15.79 per residence. Mountainside
residents were spared an enormous
swelling of the budget because the
town’s use of surplus money increased
by $245,000.

“This is due in part by the healthy
balance in that account that has accu-
mulated over the years and through
the watchful planning to get the
amount where it is today,” said Coun-
cil President (and acting mayor for
the meeting) Keith Turner.

The major increases were due to the
debt service. Mountainside took out
$5,000,000 in bonds in 2001 to pay
for road improvements borough-wide
and the payment of the principle and
interest rose to $374, 375. Also, the
Mountainside police salaries and
wages were augmented, and reflected
in the 2002 municipal budget.

Acting Mayor Turner said, “the
borough, over the years, has main-
tained a quality of service without
compromising the tax rate. Even
though the tax increase is larger than
usual for Mountainside, the total
dollar increase is $641,929, which
taken by itself is 13.4 (tax) points.
The borough, through proper use of
surplus and capital funding alterna-
tives was able to bring the 13 point
increase down to a manageable 4.7
point increase.”

Following the passing of the bud-
get, many resolutions were autho-
rized. Mountainside’s finance officer

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

$1.7 Mil. Ordinance Gets OK
For Road Repairs, Projects

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Prior to the public portion of Tues-
day night’s Town Council meeting,
Town Administrator James Gildea an-
nounced that a letter had been re-
ceived from Garwood Borough Attor-
ney Robert Renaud on behalf of Bor-
ough Mayor Michael Crincoli.

The letter outlined the borough’s
objections to the closing of South
Chestnut Street in Westfield, between
the town line and Fourth Avenue, on
Monday through Friday evenings, Sat-
urdays and Sundays, during baseball
season.

The letter further stated that the
council needed permission from the
Department of Transportation (DOT)
in order to close the road and asked the
governing body to reconsider and re-
peal its resolution, stating the bor-
ough will take action at its next meet-
ing on Tuesday, May 28.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
explained that the town needed DOT
approval if the street was to be closed
for a period of more than 48 hours. He
said he will respond to the letter.

During the public portion of the
meeting, the council unanimously
passed three ordinances. First Ward
Republican Councilman Peter
Echausse was absent.

Ordinance 2044 approved $1.7
million to cover the combined costs of
dredging Mindowaskin Pond, tree
planting, the reconditioning of fire
engine number five, office furniture,
recreation improvements and the pur-
chase of equipment for the Depart-
ment of Public Works, as well as the
engineering and police departments.

The ordinance also covers road
improvements to Lawrence, Scotch
Plains and Dudley Avenues, and fund-
ing for traffic calming projects.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh ex-
plained that this ordinance allowed
all the road projects to be included, so
if one project came in under budget,
and another over budget, the money
could be moved around.

He also said the projects listed in the
ordinance have already gone to bid
and are scheduled to be awarded in
June.

Third Ward Democratic Council-
man Kevin Walsh stated that although
he objected to the 2002 budget be-
cause of the overall tax increase it
caused, he supported this ordinance.
He especially supported recondition-
ing of fire engine number five, which
will cost $99,800.

Councilman Walsh stated that when
Fire Chief John Castellano gave him
a tour of the fire houses, he learned that
engine five had been giving the de-
partment problems.

The council also passed ordinances
2057 and 2058, appropriating funds
for sidewalk replacement. Officials
additionally approved an ordinance
for curb replacement and other road
repairs to Dickson Drive, as well as to
sections of Standish Avenue and
Coleman Place.

The fourth ordinance, 1801, allows
the fire department to ask for designa-
tion of fire lanes in various locations.
Mr. Cockren explained that the coun-
cil will have to adopt each lane through
resolution.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Westfield Board Of Ed. Discusses Class Sizes,
Grading Changes For Kindergarten to Second

By ROBERT COAKLEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Three special awards, two presen-
tations and a discussion about class
size resulted in a very crowded meet-
ing of the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion on Tuesday night. Right before
the meeting, the Optimist Club of
Westfield presented the Optimist
Awards to two teachers. The first went
to Gloria White-James, a guidance
counselor at Edison Intermediate
School. The second went to John
Martin, an English teacher at
Roosevelt Intermediate School and a

track coach at Westfield High School.
Cheryl O’Brien, the principal of

Edison School, said White-James is
great at making the intermediate stu-
dents feel better and happier about
their lives at a time when most of them
are confused. White-James said she
does nothing alone, but has the help
of Carol Gerson and Don Heaney. “I
share this award with them,” she said.

Dr. Ken Shulack, the principal at
Edison School, said Martin truly rep-
resents what Westfield is all about.
Martins’ former students also said he
helped them look at the world in a

unique way, questioning what they
would normally not question.

The third special award went to
fifth grade students Matthew Printz.
He received the 2002 AAA School
Safety Patrol Lifesaving Award and
the AAA New Jersey Automotive
Club’s 2002 Safety Patroller of the
Year. Last October, Matthew was at
his post outside his school, Ben-
jamin Franklin, with other patrols
and a school crossing guard. Al-
though he was not letting anyone
cross, a fellow student stepped
around Matthew and into the street.
Matthew immediately grabbed the
student’s backpack and pulled him
out of the street just in time to avoid
and oncoming car.

Michelle Mount of AAA said Mat-
thew was also selected due to his
leadership and citizenship. Matthew
himself did not say much about the
award, and his mother, Ellie, said he
did not tell his family about saving
another student’s life for a while.

At the start of the regular meeting,
the school board allowed residents to
discuss the class-size situation at
McKinley school. Most of the people
crowded into the meeting room were
there about the McKinley situation.

Linda Sperry said the problem is
the Special Education program al-
lowed students to enter the main-

stream classrooms, overcrowding
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

             Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
TO THE RESCUE…Members of the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad received
a proclamation from Mayor Gregory McDermott Tuesday night, upon their being
named the number one volunteer emergency medical service by the State of New
Jersey. Pictured, from left are: bottom row, Marcella Paraskevas, Karen Simon,
Diane Sanchez; top row, Jeanne Gladis, Mayor McDermott, Miki Urso, Lynn
Feldman, Bob Billson, Grace Kowalski, Noelle DeLouisa, Lisa Carle, Jack McGuire,
Reid Edles, Dan Sullivan.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15
• Aundrea Harris, 24, of Roselle was

arrested and charged with possession of a
fraudulent insurance card following a motor
vehicle stop on Rahway Avenue.

Harris, who was also arrested on two
warrants issued by the East Orange Mu-
nicipal Court, was released on his own
recognizance on the Westfield charge.

THURSDAY, MAY 16
• Two shoplifting incidents were re-

ported at separate stores on East Broad
Street. In the first incident, $76 worth of
clothing and toiletries was taken; in the
second incident, merchandise valued at
$232.97 was taken. In both cases, the items
were recovered and no arrests were made.

SATURDAY, MAY 18
• David Rodrigues, 21, of Westfield

was arrested at South Avenue and
Livingston Street and charged with driving
while intoxicated and refusal to take a
breath test. He was released on his own
recognizance.

• Anthony Grey, 39, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged with hindering appre-
hension for allegedly attempting to use
someone else’s name during a motor ve-
hicle stop on East Broad Street.

He was also arrested on a contempt of
court warrant from Piscataway, for which
he was held in lieu of $250 bail. Grey was
released on his own recognizance on the
Westfield charge.

• A diamond wedding band and en-
gagement ring, with a total value of $9,300,
were reported stolen from a Fourth Av-
enue residence.

SUNDAY, MAY 19
• Peter Plaskon, 19, and Steven

Plaskon, 19, of Gouldsboro, Pa., and
Robert Hansen, 20, of Cranford were ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop at
Central and Lenox Avenues and charged
with possession of alcohol underage.

Hansen was additionally charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia. Police
said he was found to be in possession of a
glass ball, suspected as being for use in the
smoking of marijuana. Each of the three
was released on his own recognizance with
a summons.

MONDAY, MAY 20
• Santos Valentin, 49, and Leroy Everett,

Jr., 52, both of Newark, were arrested and
charged with possession of drug parapher-
nalia following a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Sussex Street.

Valentin was also taken into custody on
a $1,000 active warrant out of Clifton and
a $95 active warrant out of Ridgefield
Borough and was turned over to the Clifton
Police Department.

Everett was additionally wanted on seven
warrants out of East Orange, for $468; two
warrants out of Newark, for $500; two
warrants out of Irvington, for $350, and
one warrant out of Glen Ridge, for $550.
He was being held in lieu of bail.

• Bridget Inverno, 57, of Scotch Plains
was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated after she was involved in
a one-car motor vehicle accident on Elm
Street. She was treated at Overlook Hos-
pital in Summit and released on her own
recognizance.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Approves
2002 Budget

will purchase two savings bonds of
$300 and $200 for the valedictorian
and salutatorian respectively at
Deerfield School. Annual liquor li-
censes were approved. The town will
continue its participation in the grant
program regarding refunds from cer-
tain recycling items.

The council authorized the con-
tract with Garden State Firework for
July 4, to take place at Our Lady of
Lourdes Church. The borough will
split the cost with the fire department.

B&K was awarded the contract to
run the Mountainside pool’s snack
bar concession stand.

The borough established a
workforce for the recreation
department’s summer playground
staff. Each employee will work 27
hours per week from June 14 to Au-
gust 9.

The council authorized the bor-
ough engineer to apply for a depart-
ment of transportation grant for Wood
Acres Drive.

Mountainside also passed many
ordinances. The town will allow
people to park their vehicles in the
upper level on Mill Lane Field for the
annual summer concert. Parking by
Deerfield’s baseball fields has been
prohibited until October 1st from 12
to 10 p.m. to accommodate night
baseball.

Mountainside will amend its uni-
form fire code to comply with regula-
tions from the NJ fire code. The coun-
cil has also amended fees for fire
inspections. These fees are for re-
inspection and inspections after nor-
mal hours.

The council honored Governor
Livingston High School student
Frank Geiger for winning the Union
County tennis tournament. Frank is a
senior tennis captain, who was seeded
third in the Union County tourna-
ment.

“I’m sure your parents are very
proud of you, as is Mountainside, I
know the mayor is, and our council is.
It’s a tremendous honor, congratula-
tions,” Acting Mayor Turner said.

Mountainside has declared June 1,
2002 International Children’s Day.
Councilman Werner Schon said, “now
more than ever when violence and
tragic events in schools are taking
place with increased frequency, we
should all reflect about ourselves and
our children.”

The next meeting of the Borough
Council is Tuesday, June 18.

posted on the Division’s web site.
A letter posted on the Division’s

web site, from the Director of the Divi-
sion, regarding tax amnesty, says that
the amnesty program, “offers taxpay-
ers a chance to clear their consciences
and clear their names. It’s a way for
individuals and businesses that have
made an honest mistake to start fresh
without fear of penalties or interest.”

Amnesty covers all taxes adminis-
tered by the Division, including cor-
poration business tax, sales tax, use
taxes and gross income tax. A com-
plete list can be found on the Division’s
web site at: www.njtaxamnesty.com or
by calling the Tax Amnesty Hotline

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Tax Cheat Investigators
Canvas Downtown Westfield

number at 1-800-781-8407.
Mr. Siegel would not indicate if or

when other towns would be canvassed
by investigators, but he verified that
numerous regional offices intended on
sweeping the entire State. He told The
Leader that their authorization to con-
duct such investigations was a function
of State statutes and the State’s Consti-
tution gives them the legal authority to
collect taxes and penalize tax cheats.
However, he did not answer the ques-
tion, posed by The Leader reporter, as to
whether the investigators were supposed
to state the full purpose of their inves-
tigation, immediately, upon entering a
business or when asked.

Board of Education books and proce-
dures, and will report back. We will
share this info with the Board of Edu-
cation, and then report back to the
community. If this audit yields far
greater surplus than the Board of
Education believes it presently has,
we will strongly recommend that it be
returned to the taxpayer’s in next
years budget. If the Board of Educa-
tion is short on funds to open both
schools, this body will make funds
available not to exceed $150,000.”

Mountainside resident Lillian
Root said, “I’m happy that there was
a concerted effort where the Board
and the council worked together to
come up with this cut. They were not
only concerned about the children,
but also about the tax base. I’m very
happy that they’re doing an indepen-
dent audit and that will continue on.”

People for the budget were happy
to see a resolution where the two
schools will be funded and prepared
to open on schedule later this year,
with an additional Kindergarten class.
Resident Jonathon Stern, speaking
on behalf of all the Kindergarten par-
ents said, “We are greatly pleased that
the decision to have a fifth kindergar-
ten class in December has been made.
However, we are disappointed that it
took nearly three months for a mobi-
lized grass roots effort made up of
parents who only care about what’s
best for our children, to push this
decision.”

Mr. Stern told The Westfield Leader
that he is a proponent of smaller class
size and felt that by adding a fifth
kindergarten class, children would
enjoy more personalized attention,
in an atmosphere much more condu-
cive to learning.

“There would have been nearly 95
and 96 students in our four kindergar-
ten classes. Twenty-five and twenty-
six children in one class for a teacher
is difficult to handle,” Mr. Stern went
on to say. “The research shows that
kids that get more attention in the
earlier grades do better academically.
We just want our kids to have a fair
shake at an early age.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside
Council, BOE
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Westfield Board of Education Discusses Class Sizes,
Grading Changes For Kindergarten to Second

them. The problem was that the Spe-
cial Education students were not
counted like the regular students were,
thus resulting in more students in
classrooms that were among the small-
est in Westfield. The “mainstreaming”
program was working too well, Sperry
explained.

According to a hand-out, the ob-
jective of the parents are to embrace
every student attending McKinley
School, ensure that the needs of every
child are considered, ensure appro-
priate class size is used for all chil-
dren, continue to promote inclusion
for mainstreamed children, ensure
proper methodology that incorpo-
rates the entire McKinley student
body is used in determining class
sizes, and to plan ahead for a “suc-
cess” scenario, and not assume that
Special Education children will re-
main in the self-contained classroom.

The classrooms are getting
crowded with both students and their
desks, Sperry said. With the Special
Education students getting inte-
grated, classrooms like the second
grade can have 24 students plus the
Special Education students. Sperry
explained that the parents want the
school board to plan for success sce-
narios with the special education stu-
dents for next year, so the classrooms
will not be overcrowded.

Starr Ross of the Special Education
Parents Committee said the school
has to meet the evolving needs and
trends from year to year. A highly
structured and small class/teacher
ratio is needed. Mainstream educa-
tion is not reflected in the Special
Education students’ Individual Edu-
cation Plans, she said.

Resident Jim Reardon said the ac-
tions of the school board are “some-
what contradictory.” It is logical that
Special Education students be
mainstreamed, but once that is done
the classes are so big it is hard for
teachers to give those students the
attention they need. Also, the students
at McKinley are underachieving, ac-
cording to the levels at the other
schools, Mr. Reardon said. The regular
students are not living up to their
grade levels and mainstreamed Spe-
cial Education students who need extra
attention will be in the same school.
Proactive efforts are needed, he said.

“The proper administration of the
existing class size policy is an ex-
traordinarily complex process, im-
possible for a layperson to intelli-
gently challenge,” resident Vincent
Cronin said. “It’s a given that no one
knows what the final September en-
rollments will be.”

McKinley classrooms are the small-
est in terms of square feet, and even
the largest rooms at McKinley are not
as large as the rooms in other schools.
The parents want an equitable distri-
bution of rooms and teachers to the
students at McKinley, Mr. Cronin
said.

Dr. William Foley, the Westfield
Superintendent of Schools said that
all the fall enrollment numbers are
tentative and may change. He did not
know why the numbers at McKinley
are dropping. 40 less regular educa-
tion students are at the school since
1996, which is why the special edu-
cation students are there, he said.
There is a possibility that the Special
Education students will be
mainstreamed in reading and math,
which will affect things.

“We have small classrooms in all of
our older schools,” Dr. Foley said.
“That’s a fact.” This year, a lot of the
special education children were

mainstreamed into one class. Next
year, the school will see about split-
ting the students up so they are not all
assigned to one class, Dr. Foley said.
These numbers are very tentative.

“I can’t assign resources based just
on guesses,” Dr. Foley said. “Not at
this point.” Matters depend on ex-
actly how the Special Education stu-
dents are being mainstreamed. If there
are a significant number of Special
Education students in the mainstream
that would call for a different recom-
mendation, Dr. Foley said.

A report was given about the revis-
ing of the elementary school report
cards, which had not been changed in
the past 12 years. This was done over
the course of nine meetings over five
months. The standing team to change
the report cards included two repre-
sentatives from each grade level and
each school, as well as the heads of
the special subjects and heads of each
curriculum department. Ann Hudders
of Jefferson School, Audrey Zavetz of
Franklin School and Dr. Jorden Schiff,
principal of Jefferson School, gave
the report.

Ms. Hudders and Ms. Zavetz ex-
plained that the grade scale was
changed to better reflect student pro-
fess. In grades K through 2, the scale
was changed to E, P, G, N, and N/A. E
means “consistently progressing
above grade level,” P “progressing at
grade appropriate level,” G “demon-
strates growth, but inconsistently,” N
“needs improvement,” and N/A “not
applicable.”

Grades three through five will sill
have the A through F grading scale,
but the making codes will be changed
for Spanish, Art, Music, Health, and
Physical Education. These will be
changed to E, P, G, N, and N/A. There
are also changes to the sub-categories
of the classes and how certain sections
of studies are clearly defined.

Dr. Margaret Dolan, the assistant su-
perintendent of human resources, made
a presentation of the 2001 ESPA results
in Social Studies. This was the first and
last time the social studies ESPA was
taken, since social studies was never
used before, and the ESPA is being
renamed for the next school year.

Dr. Dolan said that the test was
made up of civics, history and geog-
raphy. Throughout the schools, stu-
dents mostly scored proficient or
advanced proficient, which put them
above state standards. Franklin stu-
dents were 98.8 percent above state
standards, Jefferson was 96 percent,
McKinley 95.7 percent, Tamaques
97.4 percent, and both Washington
and Wilson were 100 percent.

The school board also reminded
the public that the Westfield Public
Schools are closed for a longer Me-
morial Day Weekend than usual since
this year’s snow days were not used.
Schools will be closed Friday through
Tuesday, and classes will resume on
Wednesday.

Brain Leevy, a Westfield High
School senior, said that some high
school students consider the 7:30 a.m.
start time for the high school “toxic.”
Many students do not get enough
sleep, skip breakfast, and are tired all
the time, he said. Mr. Leevy said that
if the high school started and ended
later in the day, there might be im-
provements in grade point averages
and student morale. Arlene Gardner,
the school board president, said the
school board would discuss it.

Also at the meeting, it was an-
nounced that the Westfield High
School Drama Department received
seven nominations for Paper Mill
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$1.7 Mil. Ordinance Gets OK
For Road Repairs, Projects

Harding Street resident Sheila
Wiggins voiced her support for the
use of traffic calming measures and
stated that she opposes even a tempo-
rary closing of South Chestnut Street.
It is her belief that not permitting
traffic on South Chestnut will cause
an overflow onto Benson Place,
Fourth Avenue and Walnut Street.

She also questioned the council
about the reference in the resolution
to “baseball season,” since there are
baseball games at Gumbert Park in
the spring, fall and summer.

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilman Rafael Betancourt responded
that the barricades are put up by the
baseball coaches and that if there is
no game, as in the event of rain, the
street will be open.

Martha June Crofton, a resident of
South Euclid Avenue, told the coun-
cil the rumble strips on various streets
are a hazard to bicyclists and noisy
when cars go over them. She sug-
gested the council seek other mea-
sures to calm traffic.

Paul Swadosh, a resident of
Fairmont Avenue, stated that with the
increase of traffic volume in the Shop
Rite grid, there had also been an
increase in speed. He added that one
street should not feel the brunt of the
change in the traffic pattern and also
asked if temporary speed bumps were
an option.

Mr. Marsh explained that tempo-
rary speed bumps would not comply
with DOT regulations and would leave
the town open for liability.

Mr. Swadosh stated that he would
rather see the town in trouble than to
see a person be injured. He went on to
say there is going to be a large com-
mercial development built on North
Avenue in Garwood, next to the
Burger King, and that this would also
increase traffic. He stated he did not
want to come back to the council to
discuss an injured child.

Councilman Betancourt asked for
people to be patient so that the
Rahway Avenue project can be com-
pleted and to see how that worked. He
added there will be traffic calming
measures in the Shop Rite grid, but
that it will be from a comprehensive
approach.

South Euclid resident Liz Loland
stated her opposition to the closure of
South Chestnut because of the im-
pact it will have on side streets. She
also complained about the noise cre-
ated when cars go over rumble strips
and suggested four-way stop signs as
an alternative.

Councilman Betancourt explained
the decision to put in a four-way stop
was not in the council’s jurisdiction.
He stated that the DOT had to approve
it, based on a high rate of accidents at
the intersection.

Mayor Gregory McDermott sug-
gested that Ms. Loland contact state
representatives to discuss having the
state statute changed.

The council also passed an ordi-
nance dedicating the property at the
corner of North Avenue and East
Broad Street as a permanent memo-
rial to the victims of the September 11
terrorist attack.

Officials additionally presented
the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
with a proclamation recognizing the
unit for having been honored as the
number one volunteer squad in the
state by the State of New Jersey De-
partment of Health and Senior Ser-
vices.

Rescue Squad Captain Miki Urso
thanked the mayor and council for
the proclamation, as well as the resi-
dents of Westfield for all their sup-
port.

The council also heard an update
from Recreation Commission Chair-
man Keith Hertell. Mr. Hertell con-
gratulated Bruce Kaufmann and his
staff for doing a good job with the
Recreation Department.

He explained that the Municipal
Pool will open on Saturday, June 8,
and that the new pool and water slide
are set to open the second week of
July, one month ahead of schedule.
There will be a ribbon cutting cer-
emony on Saturday, July 27.

He said there will be a new kind of
membership to the pool this year, an
early bird lap session, from 6:30 to 8
a.m. These memberships may be pur-
chased for $25 per year.

He added that there would be a
recreation assessment done in Au-
gust to develop a master plan so that
the recreation commission can make
requests for capitol needs as they
move forward. He urged residents to
contact either him or Mr. Kaufman
with any questions.

The next council meeting will be
held on Tuesday, June 4.

Playhouse’s Rising Star Awards for
the musical production of “Children
of Eden.” The ceremony will take
place at Paper Mill on Tuesday, June
11 at 7:30 p.m..

Westfield High School seniors
Robert Freundlich and Anura Patil

were named National Merit Scholar-
ship finalists. Of the 15,000 finalists,
2,500 National Merit Scholarships
totaling $2,500.will be presented. 22
WHS juniors were invited to partici-
pate in the 2003 Merit Program’s
college plans recruiting service.


