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Wfld Police
Seek Victims

Of Defrauding
By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

The Westfield Police Depart-
ment is looking for people who
consigned items for sale with an
antique dealer, previously located
on South Avenue, who is now out
of business.

Anyone who believes they have
been defrauded or are missing
items, is asked to call Westfield
Police Detective Barron
Chambliss at (908) 789-4111.
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                          Cheri Rogowsky  for The Times
SCOTCH PLAINS PATRIOTS...Donte Hudgins, left, and Jordan Jones cel-
ebrated Memorial Day last year in patriotic style, proudly waving their American
flags. This year, Scotch Plains will hold its Memorial Day Parade on Monday, May
27, with a service at 8 a.m. at the American Legion Post No. 209, at 237  Park Avenue.
Another service will be held at 10 a.m. at the Veterans Monument on Park Avenue.
The parade is expected to commence at 10:30 a.m., following the service.

SOUNDING OFF FOR VICTORY...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS) Music Department recently competed
in the National Festival of Music in Ocean City, Md. Competing ensembles included three concert bands, two jazz bands, the
Raider Marching Band, percussion ensemble, concert choir, select choir, Las Cantadoras, the sensation show choir and the
indoor Winter Guard. The contest was held from May 2 to 5. Pictured, above, the Raiders Marching Band, directed by Durand
Thomas, assisted by Vinnie Turturiello, John Gillick, Tom Hardy and Charlie Jackson, placed first in the parade division.

SP-F BOE Discusses Recommended School Hours
For 2002-2003, Decision to be Made on June 6
By JENNIFER PINTO
Specially Written for The Times

A Recommended schedule for the
2002-2003 school hours was pre-
sented to the public at the Board of
Education meeting on Monday.

Dr. Carol Choye, Superintendent
of Schools, presented a revised sched-
ule to the previously proposed sched-
ule, which was last discussed on May
9.

Many parents had complaints, due
to inconvenience, in regards to the
previously proposed schedule. The
board stated that 21 e-mails were re-
ceived regarding the 2002-2003
school hours. One of the initial and
core complaints was how the initial

schedule presented to the public
scheduled the fifth graders in the
middle school to start at a later time
than the sixth through eighth graders
in the same building.

The new recommended schedule,
presented by Dr. Choye, for 2002-
2003 suggested the following hours:
high school students arrive to school
at 8 a.m., instruction begins at 8:10
a.m., dismissal at 2:26 p.m.; middle
school students arrive at 8:15 a.m.,
instruction begins at 8:25 a.m., dis-
missal at 2:45 p.m.; and the elemen-
tary school students arrive at 8:35
a.m., instruction begins at 8:45 a.m.,
and dismissal at 3:20 p.m.

This schedule would have the high

school student’s start four minutes
earlier than they do now and though
the elementary students have a longer
day, after school programs such as the
Y will accommodate the children in
accordance with the later elementary
school dismissal. The goal of this
schedule is to save $100,000 by mini-
mizing the use of buses, making the
commute for buses about 25 minutes
between starting and ending times.

Dr. Choye said that the 2:26 p.m.
dismissal for high school students
will allow them up to one and a half
hours to get to further competitions,
such as a game in Newark or Eliza-
beth.

Board member, Thomas Russo

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SP Council Asks For Public Input
On Underage Drinking Ordinance

By JENNIFER PINTO
Specially Written for The Times

At Tuesday’s Conference meeting,
the Scotch Plains Council further dis-
cussed the proposed underage drink-
ing ordinance. The council agreed to
be very precise on setting clear guide-
lines in reference to the ordinance, spe-
cifically relating to a summons or con-
sent to search a home.

Mayor Martin Marks reiterated at
Tuesday’s conference meeting, that it is
important to have public commentary
at the meetings on May 28 and June 11.
The meetings will continue the discus-
sion on the drinking ordinance, while
allowing the public to voice concerns.

However, the ordinance may or may
not be introduced at the June 11 meet-
ing.

The proposed drinking ordinance
allows police officers to enter a private
residence and take legal action if they
witness the possession or consumption
of alcohol by anyone under the age of
21. This ordinance has been adopted in
other communities such as Clark, Sum-
mit, Kenilworth, and Cranford.

In other matters, the council will
consider the reconstruction of
Waldheim Avenue. “Probably the most
undeveloped street in Scotch Plains,”
stated Town Manager Thomas Atkins.
The Township may decide to sell Lot

20 on Waldhiem Avenue to offset con-
struction costs for this project.

The council also discussed the Clean
Communities Program, a program spon-
sored by Senator Egan. The bill, which
was approved by the Assembly Envi-
ronment and Solid Waste Committee,
is a service to the community cleaning
municipal and county properties.

Scotch Plains Council is looking
for support on the Property Tax Bills
for A-540 and S-478, which will be
considered by the Senate Judiciary
Committee on May 30.

In the future, the council is also
considering a possibility of third story
buildings in the Township’s B-2 zone.

The council, in conjunction with the
planning board, are to review this
possibility and will later discuss this
long-term project.

Councilman Guy Celentano men-
tioned a possibility of building town
houses as opposed to apartments in
downtown Scotch Plains. This con-
cept is to increase the appeal of down-
town Scotch Plains comparable to
towns such as Westfield and Cranford.
This is a long-term idea and no deci-
sions have been made.

The bids for improvements to Raritan
Road have been rejected and will be re-
advertised and further discussed at the
May 28 meeting.

The “Field off Dreams Project” which
has appointed a shared services council
has hired Killam Associates to rede-
velop the Park Middle School Field.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education is the lead agency on this
project, however the Township of Scotch
Plains is the funding agency. The Board
of Chosen Freeholders approved the
grant for $300,000, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, and The Board of Education
each have contributed $100,000 each
making the total $600,000.

The next public meeting will be held
on Tuesday, May 28 and will specifi-
cally focus on the ongoing discussion
of the proposed drinking ordinance,
the Fire department awards will be pre-
sented by the council, and Mayor Marks
stated that residents would also be per-
mitted to comment on the political
cartoon that appeared in the May 16
edition of The Times of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

Fanwood’s $5.8 Million Budget
Adopted By Council In 5-2 Vote
By KIMBERLY MERZ

Specially Written for The Times

With a 5-to-2 vote, the Fanwood
Borough Council adopted its 2002
municipal budget during a special
meeting that was held on Monday
night. The spending plan will increase
the municipal tax levy by 4.1 percent.

According to Councilman Stuart
Kline, who chairs the governing
body’s Administration and Finance
Committee, the budget includes gen-
eral appropriations totaling approxi-
mately $5.8 million.

Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern confirmed that Fanwood
residents will see a $54 increase in the
municipal portion of their tax bill.

Councilman Kline stated that the
4.1 percent figure is a modest in-
crease and is much lower than other
local municipalities.

The boost in the tax levy is in
response to the borough facing an
increase in many non-discretionary
areas.

These include general liability in-
surance, which rose $46,585 over last
year, and health insurance for bor-
ough employees, which increased by
$104,523.

“I’d like to thank this council for
working long and hard to examine

this budget,” Mr. Kline told his col-
leagues.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
voted against the budget, with Coun-
cilman and fellow Democrat Michael
Brennan following suit.

Ms. Mitchell said that she was still
very uncomfortable with the surplus
revenue figure estimated so high. “It
makes me very, very nervous,” she
remarked. Nevertheless, she ac-
knowledged the alternative. “I real-
ize if you don’t do that, then your tax
goes up.”

Mr. Kline said he felt confident
with the projected surplus. He esti-
mated that the new additional rev-
enue would total between $40,000
and 50,000 for the borough.

“One of the reasons that we felt
comfortable including one of the
surpluses was there was some addi-
tional revenues that we identified,
that have come to fruition this year,
principally the weekly parking rev-
enue at the train station,” Mr. Kline
explained.

“Not only have we identified it, but
much of that revenue is in the can, as
of the first quarter, so we felt very
confident in that revenue
projection…and that surplus repre-
sents a saving to our residents,” he

continued.
In addition, the council passed the

2002 Salary Ordinance, increasing
borough employee salary levels by
approximately 2 percent. The ordi-
nance did not include police, De-
partment of Public Works and
Fanwood Memorial Library employ-
ees.

A 2002 Bond Ordinance, provid-
ing funds for capital improvements,
was also adopted.

“The estimated cost of the improve-
ments is $1,192,350, which repre-
sents the initial appropriation made
by the borough. The estimated
amount of bonds or notes to be issued
for the purpose of financing a portion
of the improvements is
$752,750…such sum includes the
sum of $400,000, expected to be re-
ceived from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation…,” the ordi-
nance states.

The capital improvements include
projects such as drainage reconstruc-
tion, bikeway path engineering, curb
replacements, sanitary sewer im-
provements, various recreational
improvements, acquisitions of equip-
ment such as a leaf machine and reno-
vations to the municipal and fire de-
partment buildings.

SP Postmaster Transferred;
Woes Continue for Carriers

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

As a result of the recent climate
survey conducted at the Scotch
Plains Post Office by the Postal Ser-
vice, Scotch Plains Postmaster, James
McDade, will be transferred to an-
other facility, according to Eliza-
beth Mulligan, President of the Na-

tional Association of Letter Carriers
in Scotch Plains.

Ms. Mulligan told The Times of
Scotch Plains/Fanwood that the re-
sults of the climate survey revealed
that Mr. McDade was conducting
himself in a manner, which was caus-
ing frequent and persistent person-
nel conflicts between management
and employees.

The Postal Service’s
Communication’s Spokesperson,
Carl Walton confirmed Mr. McDade’s
transfer, which will become effec-
tive in the near future. He could not
comment on the reasons why Mr.
McDade was being transferred nor
would he confirm Ms. Mulligan’s
claims that it was a result of the
climate survey. Mr. McDade will
become the new Postmaster at the
Bayonne facility, Mr. Walton said.

Ms. Mulligan, who has been work-
ing at the Scotch Plains facility for
15 years, previously reported to The
Times that Mr. McDade was, “persis-
tently disrespectful and abusive,” to
the postal workers and implemented
unfair disciplinary practices. She re-
ported that on behalf of the letter
carriers, she filed hundreds of griev-
ances over the past two years regard-
ing his mistreatment of the carriers.

After The Times published Ms.
Mulligan’s allegations, which were
corroborated by several other letter
carriers, the Postal Service con-
ducted a climate survey at the Scotch
Plains facility in April of 2002. Hu-
man Resources Director for the East-
ern Region, Maureen Zapp told The
Times, last month, that, “as a direct
result of articles published in The
Scotch Plains/Fanwood Times,” on
the chronic problems plaguing the
facility, her office launched the cli-
mate survey investigation.

Both a Union Representative and
Postal Service Administrators con-
ducted interviews of letter carriers
for the climate survey. Ms. Mulligan
gave a copy of the Union
Representative’s results of the cli-
mate survey to The Times. The re-
sults of the survey, as reported by
Union representative Paul Biggs,
revealed that many letter carriers
agreed that the atmosphere at the
facility was, “oppressive and abu-
sive,” due to how they were frequently
mistreated by Mr. McDade and his
manager, Tom Thompson.

Ms. Mulligan said that she has
requested to see the report findings
compiled from the Administrators’
climate survey, but the Postal Ser-

vice has not responded to her re-
peated requests to see those results.

This month, Ms. Mulligan was
served with two 14-day suspensions
and believes that she in on the verge
of getting fired, which she claims, is
in retaliation for her Union activi-
ties and for discussing these issues
with The Times. She has contacted
the National Labor Relations Board
to investigate the situation.

Michael Littner, Regional Attor-
ney for the National Labor Rela-
tions Board told The Times that he
has received Ms. Mulligan’s case
and his office will be investigating
the allegations. He said that the
Postal Service is not permitted to
hinder Union Officials from perform-
ing Union activities and that it is
clearly a contractual violation to
fire Union Officials for conducting
Union activities. However, he ex-
pected that Ms. Mulligan’s case will
be referred back to the Postal
Service’s grievance procedure for
review.

“We can only handle legal issues
or contractual violations. If man-
agement or employees were simply
acting inappropriately or someone
was just being a jerk, that is not our
jurisdiction,” Mr. Littner explained.

Ms. Mulligan told The Times that
the grievance process is biased and
usually finds in favor of manage-
ment.

Ms. Mulligan reported to The
Times that she is frequently told by
management that she must remain at
her desk, raise her hand and wait to
be recognized by a Supervisor, be-
fore being allowed to use the
restroom. Then, she is followed to
the restroom and timed by Mr. Th-
ompson. Carriers on light duty are
often sent home without pay as a

stated, “Plan B (referring to the new
recommended schedule) is a signifi-
cant improvement over the previous
schedule, however, I don’t think the
high school needs one and half hours
to get to a competition…I think we
are going in the wrong direction.” Mr.
Russo was referring to the studies that
say, high school students need more
sleep and should start school later in
the day, an issue many parents present
at the meeting agreed with.

The recommended schedule will
be further discussed and voted on at
the June 6 meeting. A delayed open-
ing schedule has not been discussed,
“usually delayed opening is one and
half hours later than regular hours,”
Dr. Choye said.

The board also retired a total of 25
teachers and staff members who have
served the SP-F school district. The
board recognized the retirees by read-
ing resolutions that summarized their
contributions to education. Some of
the teachers were present to except
their resolutions.

In the Instructional update, Mrs.
Stromick’s and Miss LaGrasso’s Nu-
trition course, was further discussed.
The new Nutrition Course, highly
due to the McAuliffe Grant awarded
to high school teacher Mrs. Stromick,
has been highly reviewed by the
board. SP-F high school students
updated the board about the course
by presenting videos and power-point
presentations that they have worked
on for the course.

In other business the board approved
the submission of the IDEA basic-part
B grant application that accepts funds
for the 2002-2003 school year in the
amount of $750,831 and the pre-
school-part B grant application that
accept funds for the 2002-2003 school
year in the amount of $46,370

A contract for Asbestos removal at

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Investigators Sweep Downtown
Westfield Seeking Tax Cheats

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

On Thursday and Friday, May 16
and 17, State Tax Investigators from
the New Jersey Department of the Trea-
sury, Division of Taxation, conducted
an investigation, canvassing busi-
nesses in downtown Westfield, search-
ing for tax cheats. Investigator Charles
Dingerdissen and another tax investi-
gator from the New Jersey Division of
Taxation entered The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood office and told the publisher,
Horace Corbin, that they were there to,
“get the word out,” about the State’s
Tax Amnesty Program.

Neither Town Officials nor anyone
from the Westfield Police Department
knew anything about the investiga-
tion being conducted, when asked by
The Times.

When Mr. Corbin told the investi-
gators that the paper already knew
about the amnesty program, they asked
Mr. Corbin to produce his business tax
I.D. number and other information.
When Mr. Corbin refused, they asked
him if he had something to hide. Mr.
Corbin asked the investigators, if this
was an official request and if so, by
what authorization. The investigators
told him that they were just doing
what they had been told.

According to Mr. Corbin, the inves-
tigators started to roam around the
office, searching walls for the Leader’s
business tax I.D. certificate. Mr. Corbin
then asked the investigators to either
produce official paperwork or leave
the office, which they did.

Mr. Corbin followed the investiga-

tors outside and observed them enter-
ing numerous other businesses on Elm
Street. Afterwards, Mr. Corbin verified
that other business owners were also
asked to produce business tax I.D.
numbers. Several other business own-
ers told Mr. Corbin that they showed
the investigators their tax I.D. num-
bers, when asked.

The Times called the Division of
Taxation to determine the legitimacy
of the investigators and to verify their
authorization. The Division of
Taxation’s Communication’s Depart-
ment verified that the investigators
were “canvassing”, as the Division
referred to the investigation, for sev-
eral reasons; in addition to getting the
word out about amnesty; the investi-
gators were there to, “audit businesses
that were delinquent on their taxes
and to get businesses to turn in other
businesses that were not registered or
that may not be in compliance”, said
Communications Spokesperson,
Ralph Siegel.

The New Jersey Division of Taxa-
tion reported on their web site that
they have, “hired over 100 new audi-
tors and investigators to find the tax
cheats and stop them.” “Help us iden-
tify and locate those tax avoiders who
aren’t paying their fair share,” the
Division’s web site stated.

Mr. Siegel told The Times that every
few years, the Division of Taxation, a
Department of the NJ Treasury, offers
a tax amnesty period to delinquent
taxpayers. This year’s amnesty period
runs from April 15 to June 10 and
allows delinquent taxpayers an op-
portunity to avoid penalties and fines

by paying their back taxes, incurred
between 1996 and 2001, in full, by the
specified deadline.

Mr. Siegel also admitted that the
Division did not pre-notify town offi-
cials about the canvassing in order to
retain the element of surprise, to catch
tax cheats. He said that businesses
were supposed to clearly post their tax
I.D. numbers on the wall and that the
investigators were doing nothing
wrong by asking for this information.

“The door to door canvassing is
conducted routinely, throughout the
State,” Mr. Siegel said. “We do not
give the town or business owners the
heads up on our visits or the tax cheats
would avoid us,” he remarked.

Mr. Siegel could not confirm
whether any tax-delinquent or non-
compliant businesses in Westfield
were caught in this year’s investiga-
tion, because that information had not
been gathered and computerized yet.
However, Mr. Siegel told The Times
that there was a list of the most serious
delinquent accounts, both commer-
cial and individual, posted on the
Division’s web site.

A letter posted on the Division’s
web site, from the Director of the Divi-
sion, regarding tax amnesty, says that
the amnesty program, “offers taxpay-
ers a chance to clear their consciences
and clear their names. It’s a way for
individuals and businesses that have
made an honest mistake to start fresh
without fear of penalties or interest.”

Amnesty covers all taxes adminis-
tered by the Division, including cor-
poration business tax, sales tax, use
taxes and gross income tax. A com-
plete list can be found on the Division’s
web site at: www.njtaxamnesty.com or
by calling the Tax Amnesty Hotline
number at 1-800-781-8407.

Mr. Siegel would not indicate if or
when other towns would be canvassed
by investigators, but he verified that
numerous regional offices intended
on sweeping the entire State. He told
The Times that their authorization to
conduct such investigations was a func-
tion of State statutes and the State’s
Constitution gives them the legal au-
thority to collect taxes and penalize
tax cheats. However, he did not answer
the question, posed by The Times re-
porter, as to whether the investigators
were supposed to state the full purpose
of their investigation, immediately,
upon entering a business or when asked.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE to Discuss
Schedule

Coles Elementary School was
awarded to Two Brothers Contract-
ing, Inc. from Clifton, New Jersey for
$186,500.

The board also approved the joint
access and parking lease with the
Evangel Church located on Terrill
Road. Terrill School will use the
parking lot during the week, while
the church will use it more often on
Sundays.

The SP-F Board of Education ap-
proved the shared services recom-
mendation for professional services
pertaining to the, “Fields of Dreams”
program. The board appointed
Killam Associates to redevelop the
Park Middle School field. The cost
is not to exceed $129,000.

The next meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, June 6 at 7 p.m.

punishment for filing disability
claims, she added.

Letter Carrier, Joan Donovan re-
ported to the Times that she was
forced to watch a sexual harassment
video five times as a punishment for
filing a sexual harassment complaint
against a fellow employee.

Other grievances filed by Ms.
Mulligan on behalf of the other let-
ter carriers include management’s
refusal to accommodate religious
holidays and family observances
such as funerals as well as suspen-
sions for minor mistakes, Ms.
Mulligan claimed.

Mr. Littner said that if these types
of punitive actions are being imple-
mented, they would clearly be a vio-
lation of Postal Service policy.

“Management has particularly re-
taliated against those employees
who have reported these problems to
the Scotch Plains Times newspaper,”
Ms. Mulligan said. “Management
has been very vindictive.”

Ms. Mulligan said that she is
scheduled to meet with Laura
Elrashezy, field attorney, who will
submit a full report of her grievances
to the Labor Board.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains
Postmaster

 WF Council OKs $1.7 Mil. Ordinance
For Road Work, Repairs and Equipment

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Prior to the public portion of Tues-
day night’s Town Council meeting,
Town Administrator James Gildea
announced that a letter had been re-
ceived from Garwood Borough Attor-
ney Robert Renaud on behalf of Bor-
ough Mayor Michael Crincoli.

The letter outlined the borough’s
objections to the closing of South
Chestnut Street in Westfield, between
the town line and Fourth Avenue, on
Monday through Friday evenings,
Saturdays and Sundays, during base-
ball season.

The letter further stated that the
council needed permission from the
Department of Transportation (DOT)
in order to close the road and asked the
governing body to reconsider and re-
peal its resolution, stating the bor-
ough will take action at its next meet-
ing on Tuesday, May 28.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
explained that the town needed DOT
approval if the street was to be closed
for a period of more than 48 hours. He
said he will respond to the letter.

During the public portion of the
meeting, the council unanimously
passed three ordinances. First Ward
Republican Councilman Peter
Echausse was absent.

Ordinance 2044 approved $1.7
million to cover the combined costs of

dredging Mindowaskin Pond, tree
planting, the reconditioning of fire
engine number five, office furniture,
recreation improvements and the pur-
chase of equipment for the Depart-
ment of Public Works, as well as the
engineering and police departments.

The ordinance also covers road
improvements to Lawrence, Scotch
Plains and Dudley Avenues, and fund-
ing for traffic calming projects.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh ex-
plained that this ordinance allowed
all the road projects to be included, so
if one project came in under budget,
and another over budget, the money
could be moved around.

He also said the projects listed in the
ordinance have already gone to bid and
are scheduled to be awarded in June.

Third Ward Democratic Council-
man Kevin Walsh stated that although
he objected to the 2002 budget be-
cause of the overall tax increase it
caused, he supported this ordinance.
He especially supported recondition-
ing of fire engine number five, which
will cost $99,800.

Councilman Walsh stated that when
Fire Chief John Castellano gave him
a tour of the fire houses, he learned that
engine five had been giving the de-
partment problems.

The council also passed ordinances
2057 and 2058, appropriating funds
for sidewalk replacement. Officials

additionally approved an ordinance
for curb replacement and other road
repairs to Dickson Drive, as well as to
sections of Standish Avenue and
Coleman Place.

The fourth ordinance, 1801, allows
the fire department to ask for designa-
tion of fire lanes in various locations.
Mr. Cockren explained that the coun-
cil will have to adopt each lane through
resolution.

Harding Street resident Sheila
Wiggins voiced her support for the use
of traffic calming measures and stated
that she opposes even a temporary
closing of South Chestnut Street. It is
her belief that not permitting traffic on
South Chestnut will cause an over-
flow onto Benson Place, Fourth Av-
enue and Walnut Street.

She also questioned the council
about the reference in the resolution to
“baseball season,” since there are base-
ball games at Gumbert Park in the
spring, fall and summer.

Second Ward Republican Council-
man Rafael Betancourt responded that
the barricades are put up by the base-
ball coaches and that if there is no
game, as in the event of rain, the street
will be open.

Martha June Crofton, a resident of
South Euclid Avenue, told the council
the rumble strips on various streets are a
hazard to bicyclists and noisy when cars
go over them. She suggested the council
seek other measures to calm traffic.

Paul Swadosh, a resident of Fairmont
Avenue, stated that with the increase
of traffic volume in the Shop Rite grid,
there had also been an increase in
speed. He added that one street should

not feel the brunt of the change in the
traffic pattern and also asked if tempo-
rary speed bumps were an option.

Mr. Marsh explained that tempo-
rary speed bumps would not comply
with DOT regulations and would leave
the town open for liability.

Mr. Swadosh stated that he would
rather see the town in trouble than to
see a person be injured. He went on to
say there is going to be a large com-
mercial development built on North
Avenue in Garwood, next to the
Burger King, and that this would also
increase traffic. He stated he did not
want to come back to the council to
discuss an injured child.

Councilman Betancourt asked for
people to be patient so that the Rahway
Avenue project can be completed and
to see how that worked. He added there
will be traffic calming measures in the
Shop Rite grid, but that it will be from
a comprehensive approach.

South Euclid resident Liz Loland
stated her opposition to the closure of
South Chestnut because of the im-
pact it will have on side streets. She
also complained about the noise cre-
ated when cars go over rumble strips
and suggested four-way stop signs as
an alternative.

Councilman Betancourt explained
the decision to put in a four-way stop
was not in the council’s jurisdiction.
He stated that the DOT had to approve
it, based on a high rate of accidents at
the intersection.

Mayor Gregory McDermott sug-
gested that Ms. Loland contact state
representatives to discuss having the
state statute changed.

A CLASSIC TREASURE...In 1999, Jerry Nielson, a Scotch Plains resident, gave
festival goers the opportunity to admire his 1936 Ford Wagon during the Classic
Car Show and Craft Fair in Scotch Plains.

A YELLOW CLASSIC...In 1998, Jay Bierman of Scotch Plains sits in his first
place yellow 1912 Model T Ford which was one of the early models on display during
last Sunday’s Classic Car Show. The fourth annual event, held in the center of the
township, also featured a craft fair on the Village Green.

SPFHS Model U.N. Captures
Outstanding Delegation
Award At Convention

Earlier this spring, the Model U.N.
organization from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, under the
direction of advisers Allison Paruta,
secured a coveted Outstanding Del-
egation Award at the YMCA’s thir-
teenth annual Model United Na-
tions Assembly program held in
Hershey, Pennsylvania. The award
is given to recognize delegations
for their prompt delivery of all pro-
gram forms, close adherence to all
program rules, and preparation of
the student participants.

The YMCA Model United Na-
tions Program is intended to pro-
vide high school students with the
opportunity to simulate the debate
and problem solving that occurs at
the U.N. in an atmosphere that pro-
motes respect for people of differ-
ing views.

In addition to the delegation
award, Scotch Plains-Fanwood stu-
dents received recognition as well.

Deryk Middleton earned the YMCA
Character Development Award for
demonstrating the core values of
the Model U.N. Assembly, which
are: caring, honesty, responsibility,
and respect. Sophomore Barie
Salmon was selected as an alternate
for the YMCA Youth Conference on
National Affairs. That conference
will focus on national and interna-
tional concerns, increasing under-
standing of the Federal government,
enhancing communications at the
Federal level, increased understand-
ing of the needs, responsibilities,
and opportunities of youth in gov-
ernment, working creatively with
youth and adults, and strengthen-
ing the values of the YMCA.

SP-F sophomore Ryan Weber was
selected to the 2002-2003 Youth
Secretariat that will work in con-
junction with the Secretary General
and Model U.N. staff to develop,
plan, and run next year¹s program.

STUDENTS REPRESENTING…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students,
pictured, left to right, Ben Solomen, Deryk Middleton, and Jack Rollins, are seen
participating in the recent Model U.N. held in Hershey, Pa, at which SPFHS
students represented the countries of Belgium, Canada, Ghana, Japan, and
Jordan during the weekend of debates and role playing. The local contingent
garnered an Outstanding Delegation designation and Deryk earned the Character
Development Award from the YMCA, sponsor of the annual event.

Fanwood Festival Planned
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Business

and Professional Association will hold a
festival on Sunday, June 9, from 11 a.m. to
5 p.m. It will take place along Martine and
South Avenues in downtown Fanwood.

More than 100 crafters, food vendors
and children’s activities will be featured.
Musical entertainment will be provided
throughout the day, with legendary New
Jersey entertainer “Uncle Floyd” Vivino
as the special guest performer.

The band Front Porch Swing, made up
of Fanwood residents, will open the fes-
tivities at 11 a.m. The stage area will feature

“Uncle Floyd” at noon and 2 p.m. Blues
guitarist Alvin Madison of Scotch Plains
will perform at 1 p.m. and Big Band singer
Bob Mele will appear at 1:30 and 3:30 p.m.

The big blues sounds of The Dean Shot
Blues Revue will be heard at 2:30 p.m.,
while the Gospel Shepherds from Somerset
will perform between 4 and 5 p.m.

In addition, there will be pony rides,
petting zoo and moon bounce entertain-
ment. Admission and parking are free. For
further information, please call the event
promoter, The Advertising Alliance, Inc.,
at (908) 995-2246.


