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“24 Years of Experience Settling
Significant Injury and Accident Cases.”

Call For a Free Consultation

“No Fee Unless Money is Collected.”

(908) 233-5800
2281 South Ave., Scotch Plains
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A
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

888.541.2200

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

benefitsnj.com

SP Councilwoman Says Political Cartoon
Crossed, “Lines of Fairness and Accuracy”
I was quite shocked and dismayed to see

your “Hitler in Hell” cartoon in the May 16
issue. For nearly a year, the Mayor and
council have been debating the underage
drinking ordinance. Our council is in agree-
ment that underage drinking poses a seri-
ous problem to the health and safety of
minors and the community at large. What
we disagree on is the best way to address
this issue.

Recently, you published an editorial
stating your opinion against the proposals
being discussed by the Scotch Plains Coun-
cil. The editorial was done in a responsible
and respectful manner as should be ex-
pected under your First Amendment Right.
However, the editorial cartoon depicting
the mayor and/or council members who
oppose your view as being despotic is
neither respectful nor responsible. I also
find it to be doubly offensive that you chose
a Hitler-like caricature since two of the
prime movers of this ordinance are Jews.

At Tuesday’s council meeting, Mayor
Marks stated that due to the interest shown
on both sides of the issue, he has extended
public debate and input by allowing a
public hearing at the introduction of the
proposed ordinance probably in late May
which will continue to the second and final

reading two weeks later.
The Mayor has often encouraged public

debate and shown concerned interest in the
public’s perception of this issue. Is this not
open government at work? Is this not the
exercise of freedom of speech and the open
exchange of ideas as guaranteed by the Bill
of Rights? Where then are the despotic
actions of the mayor and council as de-
picted in your cartoon?

From the beginning, I personally have
had serious reservations regarding this
ordinance. However, during our many
discussions and debates over the issue, my
colleagues have treated me with respect
and I hope I have reciprocated. We have
reached the point of considering compro-
mises or alternatives, but by no means has
a decision been made. That is the purpose
of the Mayor’s proposal for two public
hearings!

Up to now, I have usually enjoyed
reading your paper and for the most part
found the reporting to be fair and mostly
accurate. Your satirical cartoon, however,
has crossed the line of fairness and accu-
racy and is yellow journalism at its worse.

Paulette Coronato
Councilwoman,

Scotch Plains

Lowest Prices of
the Year on

Shifman Bedding

Kindel • Stickley • Baker • Henkel-Harris • Karges • Southwood • Statton • E.J.Victor • Hickory Chair • Dimes • Widdicomb

Valley Furniture Shop

55th ANNUAL STOREWIDE CLEARANCE SALE!
Now thru Memorial Day, May 27th

SPECTACULAR REDUCTIONS!
Drawing for Door Prize - Trip to Colonial Williamsburg

KARGES Chippendale Breakfront. 
SALE $18,900. (floor)

HICKORY CHAIR
Martha Washington Chair.
SALE from $599.

Special Sale Hours: Monday - Friday 10-9; Saturday 10-5:30;  Sunday 1-5
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069  (908) 756 - 7623       33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506  (973) 427-1848

HENKEL-HARRIS Rice Carved Bed. 
List $6345. SALE $3807. (Queen) (floor)

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

HANCOCK & MOORE
Austin Chair and Ottoman
List $3780. SALE $2100. 
(select leather. floor)

JOHN WIDDICOMB
Door Cabinet (floor)
List $10,575. SALE $4995.

D.R. DIMES
Roxbury Clock. 
List $14,620.
SALE $9750. 
(Tiger Maple floor) 

STICKLEYWILLIAMSBURG
Norfolk Dining Table
W 48 L 74 Opens to 104
Sale  $3681.
Coates Arm Chair
Sale from  $1176.
Coates Side Chair
Sale from  $1061.
Breakfront
W 71 D 18 1/2 H 96 1/2
Sale  $9,999.

On Sale Now 
Price  Increase June 17th!

HISTORIC NEW ENGLAND
Special Sale on Orders.

OIL PAINTING SALE  35-50% OFF 

EJ VICTOR Edinburgh Chair 
List $3477. SALE $1349. (floor)

KINDEL Adare Armoire 
SALE $14,900. (floor)

BAKER Chair
SALE $1150. (floor)

ORIENTAL RUGS 
50% OFF  (floor)

Leader/Times Publisher Apologizes
For Unintended Offense of Cartoon

For the last several months, the Scotch
Plains Township Council has been discuss-
ing ordinances aimed at curbing incidents of
and enforcing laws against underage drink-
ing at private homes. These deliberations
have been reported in The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, the sister paper to The
Westfield Leader. These articles did not
appear in The Leader, but they are available
on the Internet at www.goleader.com.

Readers of The Leader may be unaware
of the issues surrounding the proposed
ordinances and of the intent of the editorial
cartoon that was published in the May 16
edition of both newspapers.

Several citizens of Scotch Plains have ex-
pressed concern that the ordinances being
considered may enable police to enter private
homes without a search warrant or reliable
complaint, and that these laws would other-
wise not be in compliance with state law. State
law does not provide police with these powers.

Some residents questioned whether the
ordinances being discussed are, in effect,
a violation of the Fourth Amendment  “Il-

legal search and seizure.”
The cartoon supports the concerns of

these citizens in the strongest sense. Un-
fortunately, the use of Hitler as the symbol
for this position has led to unforeseen,
regrettable and unintended offense to some
members of the Jewish community and to
those on the Township Council.

The editorial cartoon was intended as a
strong stand in support of safeguarding the
constitutional rights and freedoms of citizens,
noting the horrific consequences that can occur
if freedoms are oppressed or eroded by gov-
ernment or by any other means or groups.

The cartoon was intended only to make
a statement against the dangerous concept of
taking away freedom and rights and in no
way was conceived or intended as targeting
or labeling any individual or group.

In that the cartoon was construed as
having other meaning by some, and was
offensive to them, I regret it and I apologize.

Horace Corbin
Publisher

SP Dem and GOP Committee Chairs
Sound Off on Leader/Times Cartoon

We are the Republican and Democratic
Committee Chairmen of the Township of
Scotch Plains and we write this letter in
reaction to the political cartoon appearing in
the May 16, 2002 edition of the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Times. The cartoon used the image
of Adolf Hitler to comment upon the pending
underage drinking ordinance. We were ex-
tremely disturbed by the use of this image.

First, to compare Adolf Hitler and his
regime to anything occurring in Scotch
Plains belittles those who died and suf-
fered during the Holocaust as well as those
brave men and women of the Armed Forces
who gave their lives or suffered injury in
fighting that great evil.

Second, any comparison of Adolf Hitler
to any member of the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council, or the Council as a whole, is
a horrendous insult clearly undeserved.

Third, to the extent that the cartoon
attempts to conjure a similarity between
Hitler’s storm troopers and our Scotch
Plains Police Department, which would
have the duty of enforcing the ordinance,
is a horrendous insult to our police depart-
ment and the men and women who serve
our community and put their own lives at

risk to protect our public safety.
We do not question, and indeed encour-

age, The Times’ right to express its views
on any issue. We would defend the right of
anyone to exercise free speech regardless
of the content. However, the image used to
express the paper’s view is clearly inap-
propriate and we hope that The Times now
acknowledges this.

We recognize that the issue of whether
or not the Scotch Plains Township Council
should pass the underage drinking ordi-
nance is an important one and we hope that
each resident of Scotch Plains becomes
involved by expressing his or her own
view. We urge that the residents contact the
Township Council by letter, telephone call,
and most importantly, by appearing at the
public hearing to be held on May 28, 2002
at 8:00 p.m. in the Scotch Plains Township
Municipal Building, so that their views on
this important issue may be heard.

William McClintock
Scotch Plains

Republican Committee Chairman
Kenneth N. Lipstein

Scotch Plains
Democratic Committee Chairman

Cartoon Is Unexplained,
Poor Judgment Or Worse

Please help me. I am trying to figure out
the purpose of the political cartoon on page
4 of the May 16 issue of The Leader and
The Times.

Is it satire? Satire is futile unless you
know what is being satirized. Nowhere in
the issue was there an article about any
discussion of anything going on in the
Scotch Plains Council.

Is it to present a point of view? Since we
(the general readership) don’t know what is
going on, since no information was pre-
sented, we can only surmise that Hitler,
through the mind of Neseman, has experi-
enced Deja vu regarding the implementation
of his ideas in Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

Is it to instruct? What is it going to instruct?
Dante’s levels of hell; All Nazis are in hell;
that Scotch Plains council policies are unduly

influenced by Hitler? Give me a break.
Is it an exercise in political cartoon art?

Cartoonists and political satirists have
nothing to fear from Neseman.

Is it only an exercise in bad journalism
and poor taste? It is that and more. It is
slanderous, divisive, and capable of incit-
ing anti-Semitic feelings.

The cartoonist and editors displayed
poor professional judgment by publishing
that unstructured, unexplained, and unnec-
essary cartoon equating Hitler’s policies
with the local governing boards.

I am not advocating political correctness
or censorship into my discussion. I merely
want to know what the newspaper hoped
to accomplish by printing the cartoon.

Lawrence E. Pargot
Westfield

Please Leave Private Property
Out of “Big Brother” Cycle

A recent article in the “Times” states Mayor
Marks position on the new ordinance per-
taining to underage drinking does not add to
police powers that are not already in place.
This seems to be political double speak. If the
police powers are already in place why is
there a need for another ordinance?

Ms. Cvetovich of the Scotch Plains -
Fanwood Municipal Alliance Committee,
included in her, “rally the troops” packet a
copy of a letter to the editor in which she
uses the words “private property” five
times. Webster’s New Twentieth Century
Dictionary defines “private” as, “belong-
ing to oneself, not public or pertaining to
the state”.

We have been supporters of the Scotch
Plains Mayor’s gala since it’s inception. In
most if not all the Municipal Alliance
Committee has been listed as one of or as
the main charity for the proceeds of the
event. We resent the Alliance acting as a
Political Action Committee and the Scotch
Plains Mayor and Council proposing an
ordinance that further erodes and usurps
the protection afforded to us under The

Constitution of the United States. It is high
time that our thinking returned to the literal
definition of private property especially,
“not public or pertaining to the state”, and
the tenants of the Fourth Amendment.

History has proven that attempts to leg-
islate morality have ended in failure. We
can not abdicate parental responsibility for
morality to the schools, the government, on
any level, or to the Nanny that seems to be
more and more prevalent in our homes. It
would be my suggestion that the Alliance
and the Mayor and Council concern itself
and direct their energies to strengthening
the home and parental involvement rather
than pushing for an ordinance that could
lead to huge expenses to the tax payer for
legal entanglements and challenges.

“All that is necessary for tyranny to
triumph is for good men to do noting”,
attributed to Edmund Burke.

Please leave our private property, our
home, our castle out of the ever increasing
“Big Brother” cycle

Judy and Elmer Terry
Scotch Plains

More Letters to the Editor
Mayor Marks Blasts Times Cartoon

As Being ‘Shameful’ and ‘Cruel’
I hesitated to write this letter, knowing full

well it plays right into your hands of baiting
the community and the Township Council
into a confrontation. Your coverage of the
ongoing council discussions on an underage
drinking ordinance has been abysmal. I now
count The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
among the long line of media outlets that
strive to create the news, rather than cover it.

Now, your recent political cartoon has
put The Times in a class by itself, by
literally provoking the news. Your agenda
is quite transparent and has affirmed my
belief that you have irresponsibly fright-
ened our residents into believing that the
storm troopers are on their way to invade
the sanctity of their homes.

Your cartoon of Adolf Hitler, the most
despicable despot of the 20th century,
apparently reveling in your perception that
the Scotch Plains Township Council is
ignoring the privacy rights of our citizens,
hit me like a punch to the gut.

Trying to find the adjective to describe
your efforts has been difficult. However,
when I think of all the Scotch Plains resi-
dents who heroically died or lost loved ones
fighting Hitler’s Nazis, the adjective I come
up with for your actions is shameful.

When I think of the numerous Jewish
families (mine among them) who are so
deeply offended by what you have done,
the adjective I come up with is cruel.

The fact of the matter is that my colleagues
on the Township Council have been diligently
discussing this important issue in a reasonable
and well-thought-out manner. Absolutely no
decisions have been made as of yet.

We are encouraging the free exchange of
ideas on the proposed ordinance and have
invited our citizens to attend public council
meetings on May 28 and June 11 to express
their concerns, ask questions, and receive
unbiased information that thus far they
have not received from your publication.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
undoubtedly has the same first amendment
rights as any other individual or publica-
tion. However, keep in mind that with
those rights come certain responsibilities
and consequences for your actions. You
have crossed the line of responsibility like
no other periodical I have ever seen in my
40 years of life.

Even with a much warranted written and
public apology to the council and the com-
munity, I fear that the cordial and coopera-
tive relationship that once existed between
The Times and the Scotch Plains local
government has been irreparably dam-
aged. What your relationship with the com-
munity will be, only time will tell. What on
Earth were you thinking?

Martin Marks
Mayor of Scotch Plains

See More Letters to the Editor
on Page 9


