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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ilicic – Relating to the holly plant
2. Mawk – A maggot
3. Plenilune – The full moon
4. Oscitation – The act of yawning

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of free
time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

INCERATION
1. Covering with wax
2. Self humiliation
3. A surgical, precision cut
4. An awakening or arousing

MECONIC
1. Desolate; barren
2. Pertaining to or derived from the

poppy
3. An Islamic cleric
4. Pertaining to the scorpion fly or in-

sects of the order Mecoptera
HOYDEN

1. A heavy barge used for freight
2. A large wooden vessel for holding

water
3. A bold, boisterous girl; a tomboy
4. A vagabond; wanderer

FARRAGINOUS
1. Having a very hearty appetite
2. Of or relating to magnets
3. Made from, rich in, or consisting of

starch
4. Mixed or jumbled

Westfield High School’s Open Lunch
Policy Needs to Be Amended

In response to the recent discussion of
Westfield High School’s open lunch policy
for seniors and juniors, I would like to urge
the administration to amend this practice in
the interest of safety. While I believe that
many of these students are consistently
mature and responsible, some are not. Yet
even those students who do use the open
lunchtime responsibly face heightened
safety risks.

All high school student drivers are inex-
perienced by definition, since none have
been driving for more than two years. A
forty minute lunch break seems a very short
timeframe in which to gather coats, meet
friends, retrieve a parked car, drive safely
into town, find a parking space, eat a meal
or run errands, drive back safely, park the
car again, walk back to school and gather
materials for the next class.

If students were taking a break to walk
during these forty minutes, I would be
less concerned. However, the combina-
tion of a tight timeframe and inexperi-
enced drivers has deadly potential, even
for the most mature and responsible
students (as well as neighbors and visi-
tors to our town). Also, I wonder if our
liability insurance providers and risk
management advisors support the cur-
rent open lunch program. As a former
casualty underwriter, I would be sur-
prised if they did.

Years ago, in my high school in
Connecticut, students were not allowed
to leave campus during the school day
without a note from a parent or guardian
as to the reason. Students who left the
grounds without permission were sub-
ject to a brief suspension. However,
seniors were offered the privilege of
“Senior Lunch” which was held in our
indoor amphitheater. Senior Lunch was
very popular and a lot of fun, and was
eagerly anticipated by underclassmen.
Perhaps Westfield High School could
offer a similar option or some other kind
of privilege to recognize the increased
maturity and achievements of the se-
niors. Another possibility might be to
allow these seniors with parental per-
mission and specific early afternoon
commitments to arrange their class
schedules to eliminate the lunch period
and be dismissed early for the day.

Also, in regard to the concern for security
within the high school building, why not
adjust the locks on the school exit doors so
that all except a designated few are locked
from the outside and furnished with alarms
on the inside? In that way, they could be

used as escape routes for fire and other
emergencies, but intruders could not enter
them. Then staff members could monitor
the designated open doors more easily.

Let’s make our schools as enriching as
possible without compromising the safety
of students and others in our town.

Ann Atherton
Westfield

Fanwood Government Should
Communicate with Residents

This letter was originally sent to
Fanwood Council President Joel Whitaker

*  *  *  *  *
I would like to take this opportunity to

comment on a statement Mr. Whitaker
made regarding the health officer being
“called on the council carpet.” This leaves
the impression that the Fanwood govern-
ing body only admonished the health of-
ficer. Quite the contrary, the residents of
the neighborhood in question not only
admonished the health officer but also the
mayor and borough council members.

The mayor and Borough Council en-
gaged a firm that: threatened the very resi-
dents who were seeking help and assis-
tance; deliberately withheld information
from residents and called into question its
own competence in a letter it wrote to one
of the residents.

I had a neighbor who had lost her hus-
band. She, herself, was dying. Enter the
Westfield Regional Health Department
with one of its threatening letters. This poor
woman was worried sick over the entire
situation, at a time when this should have
been the last thing on her mind. At the very
least, I trust that you have negotiated re-
duced fees in light of the service issues and
included a non-performance/penalty clause
in the contract.

Let me now address the balance of your
treatise or, as I refer to these council mem-
bers’ “contributions”… ‘notices of sur-
render.’ Mr. Klein authored one last year
at this time.

Last year, I requested information regard-
ing supporting benchmarking data employed
as part of the budgeting process.
(Benchmarking is a fundamental tool used to
develop, analyze, and monitor budgeting).
The response from the borough’s Chief
Financial Officer was that benchmarks used
to monitor the performance of various depart-
ments is information that is not compiled and
therefore not available…so much for under-

standing the budget.
For you to invoke comparisons of

Fanwood with cities like Newark and Eliza-
beth or to hold out the prospect of a merger
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
Plainfield school systems represents an
oversimplification of issues and demon-
strates an incredible lack of sensitivity.
Any increase over 3 percent is clearly
unacceptable; particularly in the absence of
supporting benchmarking data.

Clearly the redevelopment plan poses a
whole new set of dynamics that could have
a dramatic impact on the Borough’s budget.
Last October, I called upon the governing
body to develop a comprehensive business
plan, including a risk assessment and a multi-
year financial plan detailing the bottom-line
impact upon the residents’ property taxes.
The mayor and council members have a
responsibility to each and every resident to
ensure that a comprehensive risk assessment
and detailed multi-year financial plan is com-
pleted and communicated (mailed) to all of the
residents prior to entering into any contract
with a developer. To do otherwise would be
unconscionable (unless the mayor and the
council members are willing to put up $100,000
each of their own personal funds as a perfor-
mance bond to safeguard the residents.)

Finally, I find it curious that the mayor
continues to state that communicating with
the residents is a high priority. I am still
waiting for a response from the Borough
of Fanwood regarding a letter I wrote on
October 8, 2001.

Seven months have now gone by with-
out a response from the Borough of
Fanwood regarding my request for infor-
mation. At this point, we will seek assis-
tance from the appropriate Union County
government.

As for the firm that was called on the
infamous “Council carpet,” the mayor and
council members: renewed the service
agreement with the firm without obtaining
competitive bids, and rewarded the firm
with a 27 percent single year increase
(2002 over 2001).

The mayor and the council members,
through their actions/inactions, provide the
most persuasive argument for the dissolu-
tion of the Borough of Fanwood as a sepa-
rate entity and incorporation within another
town. This is unfortunate for the many fine
and dedicated borough employees.

Peter F. Torgersen
Fanwood

Westfield Residents Can Follow
Spring Cleaning Schedule

This letter was originally sent to Westfield Town Engineer,
Kenneth Marsh and was copied to Mayor Gregory

McDermott and Councilman Peter Echausse
*  *  *  *  *

When presented with the suggestion of
a rotating schedule of spring cleaning pick-
ups at last night’s Town meeting, you
stated that whenever the town has changed
the procedure for leaf pick-up and recy-
cling there is a lot of confusion which leads
to missed pick-ups.

You sympathized with the quick turn-
around that the First Ward has to do to
prepare for the pick-up, but you said that
you felt that the one month lead time be-
tween the Town-wide advertisement of the
service and when the First ward gets started
is ample.

I am offended by your implications, that
the people of Westfield are too ignorant to
be able to follow a schedule of trash pick
up once a year.

We are intelligent, educated people, who,
if given a date, can get our trash out to the
curb. I’m sorry that you feel this way,
because the way the system works is not

fair. We, in the First Ward, get only one
month to try to clean out our entire houses
and garages, while other residents
consistantly get two months for the same
daunting task. The cost of the permit is
enough that we do not want to buy it
unnecessarily, and if we cannot get enough
out to make it worthwhile, then the whole
service is useless. You may consider one
month ample, however, if you have lived
in the same house for 20 years, and have to
work, or have other commitments during
the week, I assure you that it is not nearly
enough. Consider those in the First Ward
who work, they are essentially getting 8
days (4 weekends) notice to clean up. How
could that possible be considered ample.

I hope that you will give the people of
Westfield more credit for being able to
handle a once a year scheduled event, and
reconsider making this service more fair
for the residents of the First and Second
Wards.

Nancy Luscombe
Westfield

American Legion
Reminds Reader’s

About Memorial Day
Memorial Day Observances will soon

be taking place in towns and cities through-
out New Jersey and across the nation.

Americans pay tribute on Memorial
Day to those who fell in battle defending
our country. The observances had its
beginnings following the Civil War when
southerners marked the graves of those
who died fighting for the Confederacy.
Today, we honor all of America’s war
dead—those who died so that freedom
might live.

Their selfless sacrifice spans the his-
tory of America, from the Revolutionary
War to the current war on terrorism.
These men and women, patriots all, left
their homes and families when their coun-
try called and gave the last full measure
of devotion in defense of freedom.

The American Legion salutes our fallen
comrades and asks that all of New
Jersey’s citizens pause to remember
America’s fallen sons and daughters on
this upcoming Memorial Day.

Daniel McCole
State Commander

Willow Grove Thanks Residents,
Postal Workers For Food Drive

The congregation of the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church extends its thanks to
both the Scotch Plains Community and the
U.S. Postal Carriers for their support of the
recent Postal Carriers Food Drive. Our
Congregation was able to partner with all
of you by receiving the food and distribut-
ing it to families.in need

By our rough count, 10 postal routes
collected foods and brought them to the
Willow Grove Church. Nearly one ton of
foods were received! We were over-
whelmed by the response. And we re-
turned thanks for this generous outpouring
of support by both the postal carriers and
the community. This is the kind of effort
which makes Scotch Plains such a fine
place in which to live.

Our community, though relatively pros-
perous, still has pockets of unemployed,
low employed and poorly compensated
individuals. The economic down turn since
September 11 has aggravated employment
uncertainties for many others. The foods

received will be distributed to those in
need.

Some foods were give to a family chroni-
cally out of work. Some were given to a
family where the mother has recently given
birth and where both the mother and father
have been down-sized out of work. Other
foods were forwarded to a single mother
on welfare, and to an elderly man who has
been unable to find work because he is
considered too old. Assistance was given
to a refugee family. Adults, men, women,
children and newborns, all have benefited
from the generosity of the community and
the postal carriers.

Thank you Scotch Plains for you gener-
ous concern and response. Thank you
Postal Carriers for the extra effort in col-
lecting and carrying the foods, for the extra
stops and hours you made. And may you
all be blessed.

Rev. Kenneth Hetzel
Pastor Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church

Westfield School System Should Focus
On Teaching American History

It has been very interesting recently
reading about how our students actually
know very little about American History.
We question whether or not our students
are able to actually memorize and learn
facts. I put a thoughtful proposition to
you...it has been my experience that our
students can learn, can memorize; it’s just
that the trends in this population are very
different from when we were young. (Is
the NEA behind all this trend setting? Who
knows?)

We parents were certainly made to memo-
rize when we were young... multiplication
tables, US Presidents (in order!), even
poetry. (Remember “Ozymandias?” Re-
member “Abou Ben Adhem?”) Now, our
children, and I really don’t know why we
have been made to memorize facts about
the Rain Forest. When my children were in
Elementary School here in Westfield, the
entire school’s halls were decorated as the
Rain Forest as a culmination of their stud-
ies. Beautiful and creative animals capered
beneath the under-canopy, and there were
excited cries as we recognized the many
animals they had studied and memorized.
One year I actually asked the Principal if,
instead of a “Walk Through the Rain

Forest,” the students could have a “Walk
Through the Stock Exchange”. He
thought I was kidding. As my eldest
child was reciting all the Rain Forest
facts toward the end of her fifth grade
year there, I asked her if she had ever
heard of the word “capitalism.” You can
guess the answer.

Recently my husband brought home a
50-dollar bill, and told my WHS ninth
grader he would give it to her if she could
tell him who was on it. The hint he gave her
was “he was a US president.” She could
have three guesses. Her first guess was
“Franklin”, and she expressed absolute
astonishment when we told her he was
never a president. “Woodrow” was her
next guess, but this was not accepted. (I
swear I’m not making this up) Then my
husband told her the man “had something
to do with the Civil War.” “Lee” was her
next guess, and finally, pitifully misinter-
preting my mouthing to her “Grant”, she
came up with “Green.”

Now, if we could just replace presidents
with the 37 types of tree frogs, we’d have
it made.

Tucker Trimble
Westfield

Remember The True Meaning Of
Memorial Day This Year In Town

Most Americans today have forgotten or never
learned the meaning and traditions of Memorial
Day. For many, it’s a great, extended weekend to
go camping, open the swimming pool for the
summer, put the boat in the water at the shore or
light up the barbecue for a group of friends and
family. We think about the price of gasoline too,
as the weekend is one of the biggest driving times
of the year. All of this is okay, and there is no
reason to feel guilty.

But, let’s remember Memorial Day this year for
its meaning. Originally called Decoration Day,
Memorial Day is a day of remembrance of those
who have died in our nation’s service. From
World War I, there was the poem, “In Flanders
Fields,” to express the meaning. I hope you read
it when we published it May 9. Moina Michael
replied with her own poem in 1915:

“We cherish too, the Poppy red
That grows on fields where valor led,

It seems to signal to the skies
That blood of heroes never dies.”

Memorial Day was officially proclaimed on
May 5, 1868 by General John Logan and was
first observed on May 30, 1868, when flowers
were placed on the graves of Union and Confed-
erate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery.
The South refused to participate and honored
their dead on separate days until after World War
I. It was then that the holiday changed from
honoring just those who died fighting in the
Civil War to honoring Americans who died fight-
ing in any war.

It is now celebrated in almost every state on the
last Monday in May, since Congress in 1968
declared it so to ensure a three-day weekend for
Federal holidays. Several southern states have an
additional, separate day for honoring the Confed-

erate war dead: January 19 in Texas, April 26 in
Alabama, Florida, Georgia and Mississippi; May
10 in South Carolina, and June 3 (Jefferson
Davis’ birthday) in Louisiana and Tennessee.

Many ceremonies will occur throughout the
country this weekend, such as in the Washington,
D.C. area. There are some 260,000 gravestones at
Arlington National Cemetery and approximately
15,300 grave sites of soldiers buried at
Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Mili-
tary Park.

“...gather around their sacred remains and gar-
land the passionless mounds above them with
choicest flowers of springtime....let us in this
solemn presence renew our pledges to aid and
assist those whom they have left among us as
sacred charges upon the Nation’s gratitude,—the
soldier’s and sailor’s widow and orphan.” —
General John Logan, General Order No. 11, 5
May 1868

Take the time to attend your local Memorial
Day ceremonies this year in Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, to honor our heroes who
died in battle for our freedom. As we stand
vigilant today against our foes, give praise to
those that fight our current battles and pray for
their safety. Perhaps, we can also reflect on a
world tomorrow where war and strife are not part
of our life. That’s not the way it is right now
though; how many heroes do we have coming?

There’s the war we currently have, terrorism,
made clear on September 11. We lost many great
people that day, and many people exhibited great
heroism. On United Flight 93, heroes coura-
geously took control of their destiny and stopped
the terrorists from using their plane as another
weapon. One on that plane was Mark “Mickey”
D. Rothenberg, Scotch Plains, NJ.

1775-1783 Revolutionary War 25,324 killed
1789 Indian Wars 6,125 killed
1812-1815 War of 1812 2,260 killed
1835-1836 Texas Independence 704 killed
1846-1848 Mexican War 13,283 killed
1861-1865 Civil War, North 363,020 killed
1861-1865 Civil War, South 199,110 killed
1898 Spanish American 2,893 killed
1899-1902 Philippines 4,273 killed
1900 Boxer Rebellion 53 killed
1902-1913 Moro 30 killed
1911-1919 Mexico 19 killed
1912 Nicaragua 5 killed
1915-1920 Haiti 146 killed
1916-1922 Dominican Rep. 144 killed
1917-1918 World War I 116,708 killed
1918-1919 Russia North 246 killed
1918-1920 Russia Siberia 170 killed
1921-1941 China Yangtze 5 killed
1927-1932 Nicaragua 136 killed
1941 N. Atlantic Naval 141 killed
1941 Pearl Harbor 2,388
1941-1945 WWII 408,306 killed
1942, June 3-7 Midway 307 killed

1944 D-Day 4,900 killed
1945 Iwo Jima 6,503 killed
1950 Inchon 670 killed
1950-1953 Korea 54,246 killed
1957-1975 Vietnam 58,219 killed
1958-1984 Lebanon 268 killed
1964 Panama Canal 4 killed
1965-1966 Dom. Republic 59 killed
1966-1969 South Korea 89 killed
1967 Israel/USS Liberty 34 killed
1968 Tet (Vietnam) 7,040 killed
1983 Grenada 19 killed
1987 Persian Gulf 148 killed
1989-1990 Panama 40 killed
1990-1991 Desert Storm 363 killed
1991-1992 Somalia, 8 killed
1995 Oklahoma City 168 killed
1996 Saudi Arabia 19 killed
2000 USS Cole 17 killed
2001 Sept. 11 WTC 2,823 killed
2001 Sept. 11 Pentagon 185 killed
2001 Sept 11 Flight-93 44 killed
2001-2002 Afghanistan 34 killed
2002 Philippines 12 killed

Number of Americans Killed In Wars,
Acts of Terrorist Aggression

More Letters on Pages 5 and 9

Fred K. Lecomte
SALES DIRECTOR
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