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She’s had a successful 50-year marriage, raised three children and helped
run the family business.  Now, she wants to remain in the comfort of her
own home.  Patient Care can help.  Since 1975, our compassionate staff
has provided the in-home support services the elderly need to live as fully
and independently as possible.

For more information and a free nursing assessment, call 908-654-5656.

Hourly and Live-In Certified Home Health Aides • Companions • Nurse Visits
24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week • www.patientcare.com • 120 Elm Street, Westfield
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Israeli Americans In Westfield Host
Lecture On The Mideast Crisis

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The National Organization of Is-
raeli Americans (NOOIA), based in
Westfield, hosted a lecture on Sun-
day, May 19 at the Union County
Torah Center on Central Avenue.
Guest speakers and organization
members addressed Israel’s terror
victims and American media cover-
age of the Mideast war between the
Israelis and the Palestinians. Approxi-
mately 60 people from Westfield and
from other surrounding towns at-
tended the lecture.

“The NOOIA is a newly formed
coalition of Israeli families, who or-
ganized this April, to address terror
victims and their families in Israel,
as well as the ‘inadequate’ media
coverage,” of the Mideast crisis, said
NOOIA group member Haim Levy.

Mr. Levy told The Westfield Leader
and The Times that the American news
media, including television, radio and
some newspapers have been, “over-
whelmingly pro-Palestinian.”

Mr. Levy cited a letter to the editor
in Westfield High School’s newspa-
per as an example of the type of
misconceptions being circulated,
which needed to be addressed and
corrected.

Guest speakers at Sunday night’s
lecture included Marcelle Saul
Sheiman, a spokesperson from the
Israeli Consul General’s Office. Ms.
Sheiman is an Israeli citizen, advo-
cate and lawyer, who lectures world-
wide. Ms. Sheiman emphasized the
importance of disseminating the truth,
regarding the past peace efforts made
by the Israelis and rejected by the
Palestinians. “The Palestinians do not
want to be Israeli citizens,” Ms.
Sheiman said. “The Palestinians have
launched a campaign of lies and pro-
paganda,” she added.

Guest lecturer Helen Freedman,
the Executive Director of Americans
for a Safe Israel (AFSI), discussed
her recent trips to Israel, including
tours of the West Bank, Gaza Strip
and Golan Heights. She said that the

American media is only showing
small, isolated pockets of blighted
Palestinian villages, giving the
American people a distorted view of
how the Israeli-Arab population lives.
She said that the media coverage in
America persistently fails to show
the enormously successful and
wealthy Israeli-Arab towns and vil-
lages, which she saw on her trips.

“The BBC, CNN and especially
the NY Times publish very distorted
views of the Mideast situation,” Ms.
Freedman opined. “Go to Israel and
see for yourself,” she suggested. “It’s
the only way you will see the truth,”
she added.

Ms. Freedman said that her organi-
zation strongly recommended that
people call up their Senators, Con-
gressmen and the White House every
day to express their support for Israel.

A slide show was presented, which
claimed that the Palestinians promote
the violent destruction of Israel
through Jihad. The slides emphasized
that Yasar Arafat does not want to
share Israel with the Jews, but rather,
he wants to eradicate the Israeli Jews
and take over the entire country.

“Yasar Arafat told his own people
to ignore the lies he tells to the
media,” the slides claimed.

The last guest speaker, Sheina
Carlebach Berkowitz discussed how
Americans could support terror vic-
tims in Israel. She is Director of the
Terror Victims Association (TVA),
based in Jerusalem. Ms. Berkowitz
explained how American families or
organizations could adopt a terror-
victimized family, to support with
letters and encouragement. She told
several personal accounts of indi-
viduals who have been severely in-
jured, both physically and emotion-
ally by the ongoing conflict.

“There is a lot of depression and
post traumatic stress among the sur-
vivors, who need contact and sup-
port,” she explained.

Questions from the audience were
addressed to the speakers. Westfield
resident Julian Burstein, a past Presi-
dent of Temple Emanuel’s Men’s
Club, suggested that American Jews
needed to be more organized in their
efforts to counteract pro-Palestinian
propaganda in the news media.

“The Israeli and Jewish influence
in the media lacks a cohesive ap-
proach,” he told The Leader and The
Times. “Not to promote more propa-
ganda, but to have equal public-rela-
tions in the media as the Palestinians
have had,” he said.

Westfield resident, Shoshana
Magdieli, an Israeli-American, told
The Leader and The Times that the
American Jews needed to speak up
for Israel’s actions against terrorism
in the media.

“The Israelis are being portrayed
in the media as being cruel and vio-
lent, when they are merely defend-
ing themselves against terrorism, just
as the Americans are in Afghani-
stan,” Ms. Magdieli said. “It is no
different.”

The NOOIA can be reached
through their web site at:
www.NOOIA.com.

WESTFIELD - On May 13 the Downtown Westfield Corporation, (DWC), was
visited by a group from Japan to conduct a research interview on successful
downtown revitalizations. The group, consisting of revitalization experts and
urban planners visited to learn how Westfield has been successful since the Main
Street organization was formed in 1993. Westfield, recommended by the National
Main Street Center of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, and Main
Street New Jersey, is one of nine cities nationally visited by the group. Shown in
the photo are: Masanori Adachi, Urban Planner; Doug Schwarz, Chairman,
DWC; Shunji Suzuki, Urban Designer/Planner; Greg McDermott, Mayor, Town
of Westfield; Sherry Cronin, Executive Director, DWC; Kengo Nishi, Executive
Director, National Downtown Revitalization Center and Mitsunori Ashino,
Coordinator of the National Downtown Revitalization Center.

New Train Station To Be
Built in Union Township

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders will partner with
Union Township to make a new Union
train station. The station will be a
centerpiece of economic develop-
ment, job creation and will help re-
duce the tax burden on homeowners.

Last week, The Freeholder Board
approved $300,000 to finance signifi-
cant road improvements to Green Lane,
a street that neighbors the NJ Transit
station, now under construction off
Morris Avenue. The station is expected
to begin serving passengers on the
Raritan Valley Line in late 2002.

“A Transit Village” project will
create a hotel, restaurant, professional
building and 50 townhouses near the
station. The plan will realize more
than $1 million in tax ratables and
create more than 100 new jobs,” said
Freeholder Angel G. Estrada of Eliza-
beth, a member of the Freeholder
Board’s Economic Development
Committee.

Green Lane will be widened to add
an additional left turn lane to Morris
Avenue and a turn lane entering Kean
University from Green Lane. The
work will also include road recon-
struction from Morris Avenue to
Woodland Avenue and the adjust-
ment of several traffic signals.

The Raritan Valley Line runs from
High Bridge in Hunterdon County to
Newark’s Penn Station, where pas-
sengers can connect to Hoboken and
New York’s Penn Station.

In Union County, the line cur-
rently stops in Plainfield, Netherwood
(Plainfield), Fanwood, Westfield,
Garwood, Cranford and Roselle Park.

The Union station site borders Kean
University, Schering-Plough’s Union
facility and the Elizabeth border are
nearby.

Meet and Greet To Be
Held In Summit For
UC Women’s Caucus
AREA – The Union County

Women’s Political Caucus will hold
its annual Meet and Greet Cocktail
Reception on Thursday, May 30 from
7 to 9 p.m.

According to Dr. P. Kelly Hatfield,
President of the Caucus, the event
will honor Union County women
who are candidates for public office
this year. The reception will be held
in Dr. Hatfield’s home at 215
Oakridge Avenue in Summit. Tick-
ets are $25 each.

The Union County Women’s Po-
litical Caucus, which celebrates its
30th Anniversary this year, is a multi-
partisan organization committed to
encouraging women to seek elective
office or appointment at the local,
county, state and national levels. The
group meets bi-monthly at various
locations in Union County.

Further information about the re-
ception or the Caucus may be ob-
tained by contacting Dr. Hatfield at
(908) 522-1455.

Mr. Bagger to Speak
At Sierra Club Meeting

AREA — Senator Richard Bagger
(R-21), whose district includes
Westfield and Mountainside, will be
the guest speaker for the Wednesday,
June 12 meeting of the Sierra Club’s
Loantaka Group.

The group, members of which live
in Union and Morris counties, will
meet at 7:30 p.m. in the Library of
the Chathams, located at 214 Main
Street (Route 124) in Chatham.

Elected to the New Jersey State
Senate last November, Mr. Bagger
previously served in the Assembly
for 10 years. He will share his expe-
riences dealing with environmental
issues during his tenure in the As-
sembly and will answer questions.

There is no charge and the public is
invited to attend. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.enviroweb.org/
njsierra/njs_groups/loa.htm, or call
(908) 771-9676 or (973) 895-2143
before 9 p.m.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Westfield Recreation EventsWestfield Recreation EventsWestfield Recreation EventsWestfield Recreation EventsWestfield Recreation Events
Summer Classes & Camps are as

follows: (Camp and Class
Registration Starts June 5)

Adult Tennis Class: Held on from
9 to 10:30 a.m., Saturdays: July 13,
20, 27, August 3, 10, and 17. The fee
is $60.

Summer Tennis Tournament:
Junior Tournament age categories
are: 12/under, 14/under, 16/under
and 18/under. Adult Tournaments
are for ages 18 years and above.
(Singles only) The fee is $10 for the
Junior Tournament and $20 for the
Adult Tournament Please register
by July 1, forms may be obtained at
the recreation office.

Hyper Peppy Robotics: August
14 to 16, from 9 to 2 p.m. This event
is for children, ages 7 through 12
and will be held at the community
room. The fee is $100.

Mad Science: August 19 to 23 or
Aug. 26 to 30, from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m., for ages 5 through 8 years;
August 19 to 23 or August 26 to 30,
from 1 to 4 p.m., for ages 9 and
above. Event will be held at the
community room. The fee is $110
per week.

Art and Craft Sessions: Session
1: July 22 to 26; Session 2: July 29
to August 2; Session 3: August 5 to
9, Monday to Friday, (one-hour
sessions) from 9 a.m. Crafty Kids:
For ages 5 to 13, $12 per day. Classes
begin at 10:30 a.m. Art: For ages 4
to 8, $45 per week. Classes begin at
12 p.m. Art: For ages 9 to 13, $50
per week. Please apply by Friday,
June 28.

Westfield Youth Art Expo:  (August
5-9) Awards Presentation: Friday,
August 2 from 7 to 9 p.m. Open to ages
14 to 17 years. Pieces entered must be
matted with shrink-wrap and able to
be hung. The entry fee is $7. Art pieces
must be dropped off by July 31, Monday
through Friday form 9 to 4 p.m. Kids
Art Show: Open to ages 4 to 13. Pieces
entered must be on 8 x 11.5 sized
paper. There is no fee for the kids
show.

Summer Concert Series:
Mindowaskin Park, Thursday
Nights from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Bring
a blanket and a lawn chair.

Soccer: July 1 to 5 and July 8 to
12, in Tamaques Park, Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m. The fee is $45 per week.

Baseball: Ages 8 through 13,
July 8 to 12 and July 15 to 19,
Monday through Friday, from 9 to
12 p.m. The cost is $45 per week.

Wrestling: August 5 to 9 for
ages 7 to 11 and August 12 to 16 for
ages 12 to 15; Monday to Friday
from 9 to 12 p.m. at the Roosevelt
School Cafeteria. The fee is $45
per week.

Football: July 22 to 26, for ages
8 to 12, from Monday through
Friday, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at
Tamaques Park. The fee is $45.

Roller Hockey: July 15 to 18,
July 22 to 25, July 29 to August 1,
and August 12 to 15, Monday and
Thursday 9 to 10:30 a.m., for ages
6 through 9; 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
for ages 10 to 13. The fee is $45 per
week and will be held at Tamaques
Park Basketball Courts.

Tennis: Weeks of July 8, 15, 22
and 29; August 5, 12, 19, and 26.
Monday and Thursday 9 a.m. to 12
p.m. The fee is $50 a week.

Summer Playground Program:
Begins June 28 to August 8,
Monday to Friday, 9 to 11:45 a.m.
and 1 to 3:45 p.m. Held at all local
elementary schools, neighborhood
council, & the Exceptional Center.
Registration begins June 27 at 1
p.m. on site. The fee is $10.

Teen Night At Memorial Park
Pool: Join us Wednesday Nights
from 8:30 to 10:30 p.m., for grades
6 to 12, D.J. dancing, swimming
and special events. Program begins
on June 26. The fee is $3 at the
door.

For  in fo rmat ion  ca l l
recreation department at (908)
789-4080  o r  on l ine :
www.westfieldnj.net


