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For Boys
3rd - 9th Grade
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9 am - Noon
each day

Held At:

Gary Kehler
Stadium

Ed Tranchina WHS
(908) 789 - 4512

Glen Kehler
Rutgers / WHS
(908) 654 - 0417
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JULY 8TH TO JULY 12TH, 2002
Monday through Friday

9:00 am to 12:00 pm each day

Westfield High School
Softball Field
550 Dorian Road

Westfield, NJ

Camp Director
Maggie McFadden,

Westfield High School

For girls entering
grades 3 through 9

Sponsored by:
Arena Sports Connexion

(732) 381-5652

Learn from Lacrosse Pros and College 
All-Americans in a fun atmosphere!

NEW JERSEY STORM
LACROSSE SUMMER CAMP!

August 12-15 • 9 am - 1 pm • Boys ages 7-17
The Center Circle, Rahway, NJ

STX Lacrosse gear and Storm tickets for campers!

S I G N U P TO DAY !

CALL 1-866-NJ-STORM • njstorm.com

2002 Raider
Soccer Camp

at  Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School
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FEES DIRECTORS
Tom Breznitsky: Head Boys’ Soccer Coach-

Scotch Plains Fanwood High School

Grades 1-4: $120.00 / session;
$220.00 for both sessions

Grades 5-11:  $170.00 / session;
$320.00  for both sessions

Pascal Clerigo: Brazilian Soccer Academy
Roger Bongaerts: Director- Adidas ESP Camp

HOURS:
“Kindersoccer”: 9:00 am - 11:30 pm

Grades 1-4: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Grades 5 - 11: 9:00 am - 3:30 pm

“Kindersoccer”: $115.00 / session;
$210.00 for both sessions

In Association with Brazilian Soccer Academy
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TO CONTACT CAMP: Please call: (908) 322-6102 or
email: Raidercamp@aol.com

‘KOS’ GETS 3 1STS, 1 2ND; MACNEIL WINS 800M; DIDARI0 WINS 1,600M

Raiders Girls Finish 2nd; Blue Devils, 4th
In Union County Track Championships

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dominance in the power events –
javelin, shot put and discus – shoved
the Elizabeth High School girls’ track
and field team past Scotch Plains-
Fanwood for the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) title at Williams Field
in Elizabeth on May 15. The Lady
Minutemen accumulated 65 points
and the Raiders totaled 53. The
Westfield High School girls finished
fourth with a total of 31, just one
point behind Summit.

Raider senior Jill Koscielecki had
quite an afternoon. At the beginning
of the meet, she soared a personal-
best 17’3.5” – a SP-F High School
record – on her second attempt to
win the long jump. On the approach
and the takeoff, everything looked
smooth.

“I felt it when I hit the board,” she
said. “It was in my form. I had the

wind behind me, just put everything
together, got my feet around and hit
it. When I heard that it was over 17,
I was going crazy.”

On May 11, at the Watchung Con-
ference Tournament, Koscielecki had
set her season goal to be mid-17s in
the long jump. She made it!

“Now I have to shoot for 18. I have
to put everything together for one
jump,” she said.

Blue Devil Sarah Burke also hit a
personal-best leap of 16’3.75” twice
to place third in the long jump. “I felt
a good hit on the first one but, on the
last one, I felt really high,” said Burke.

On the final running event of the
evening, Koscielecki anchored the
winning 4x400 meter relay, featur-
ing Rachel Jones, Lauren Perrotta,
Jayme Ferraro and herself, to finish
in a time of 4:04.7 and Westfield
placed third in the event at 4:13.9. In
between, she crossed first in the 400

meters with a time of 58.3 and also
placed second in the 400 hurdles
with a time of 1:05.3. Jones placed
fifth in the 400 at 1:00.7.

Describing her 400-meter victory,
Koscielecki said, “The wind killed
me in the 400. Around the 300 mark,
it hit me like a brick wall. It felt like
I was working twice as hard but only
going a normal pace. 58.3 isn’t hor-
rible, but it’s not what I wanted to do.”

GL Highlander junior Megs
DiDario jumped out in front of the
pack at the start of the 1,600 meters
and, although giving a little ground
to Cranford’s Mallory Harlin in the
third lap, powered up and easily won
in a time of 5:15.2. Blue Devils
Sarah Mahran at 5:33.5 and Anne
Onishi at 5:37.9 respectively finished
fifth and sixth.

“My strategy is to take off excep-
tionally fast and try to make the other
girls catch me,” she said. In the third
lap, “I could feel her presence and
could hear my coach saying, ‘she’s
gaining on you.’ So I kicked it in a
little bit.”

Last year, at the UCT, DiDario
seemed to be easily winning the 800
meters but, in the final straightaway,
was stealthily overtaken by Raider
Erin Kelly. But she would not let it
happen in the 1,600 this year.

DiDario answered, “At the end of
the race, I was thinking the same
thing, that someone could be right
upon me. I can’t just give up because
I don’t want to get passed with just
100 meters to go.”

This year, Blue Devil freshman
Emily MacNeil proved to be a formi-
dable opponent for DiDario in the
800. DiDario jumped in front and
held the lead until MacNeil passed
her at the 550-meter mark and held
on the beat her by eight-tenths of a
second – 220.6-2:21.4. Raider
Stephanie Heath finished fourth at
2:24.6.

“I knew Megs could run a solid
2:18 so I tried to just keep pace with
her. I tried to see what I could do by
kicking it at the end and see if I could

hold her. I could hear her at the end
and knew she was real close,” said
MacNeil.

Viking senior Katie Marshall did
not compete in the 1,600 but had to
wait until the next to the last event to
compete in the 3,200 meters. The
waiting must play some mind games.

“The longer I have to wait, the
more prepared I can get by watching
other girls run. If I run the 1,600
before the 3,200, I’m already warmed
up but if I don’t, I have to get men-
tally prepared and think about my
race. I think it’s a plus,” explained
Marshall.

Marshall’s preparation earned her

908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

C O M P A N Y

Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter
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Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing
Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks  & Vans

* Some restrictions apply.

‘SUNDAY’ SOFKA SLAPS GAME-WINNING RBI IN 11TH

Blue Devil Diamond Boys Clip
Cardinals, 9-8, in UCT Semis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Putting everything into perspec-
tive, in the immortal words of pro
baseball Hall of Famer Yogi Berra, it
was “deja vu all over again” and “It
ain’t over ‘til it’s over”. Two high
school baseball teams playing their

hearts out and refusing to yield pro-
vided one of the most dramatic cli-
maxes in Union County Tournament
(UCT) history when second-seeded
Westfield clipped the 14th-seeded
Plainfield Cardinals, 9-8, in a four
hour, 11-inning semifinal classic in
Rahway on May 19.

Ironically, Plainfield stunned
Westfield by an identical score in
last year’s UCT quarterfinals. This
year, the final heroics were performed
by senior Mike “Sunday” Sofka when
he ripped a two-out RBI single to
bring home Ben Koket with the win-
ning run and to send the 16-4-1 Blue
Devils into a UCT final showdown at
8 p.m. on May 25 at Memorial Field
in Linden with the 16-4-1 A. L.
Johnson Crusaders who buried top-
seeded Union, 11-2, in the other semi-
final game.

Explaining his sobriquet and his
emotions, Sofka answered, “On Sun-
day, I seem to get all the hits. I love
it! I wasn’t hitting the ball all day but
came up big when the guys needed
me.”

However, there was never a lack of
heroics on either team. Cardinal
pitcher Eladio Ortiz – the “Bionic
Arm” – tossed an incredible 205
pitches in his 10 innings on the mound
before being relieved by John Ortiz
in the 11th. Eladio Ortiz struck out
15 Blue Devils and walked 13 – two

intentional walks.
Cardinal center fielder Kaz

Beverly robbed Blue Devil Blair
Richardson of the game-winning hit
in the bottom of the 10th when he
snagged the ball near the fence in
remote center. Then in the top of the
11th, Beverly blasted a two-run

homer to put the Cardinals in the
driver’s seat, 8-6.

In his seven-and-one-third innings
of pitching, Blue Devil Jay Cook
struck out 13 Cardinals, including
all three in the first inning, and walked
six – one hit batter. At the plate, Cook
had an RBI double in the eighth and
singled and scored in the seventh.

Reflecting on the similarity to last
fall’s exciting, down-to-the-wire
football game between the two foes,
won by Westfield, Cook commented,
“In so many ways it reminds me. In
a word, ‘wow’! It was a classic. If
they had a TV here, it would go in the
Classic Sports.”

Blue Devil Koket was devastating
with three hits, including a two-run
double in the 11th to tie the game,
three RBI and three runs scored.
Catcher Josh Ludmer had an RBI
double in the first and a two-run
single to tie the game in the seventh.
Behind the plate, he initiated two
game-saving putouts at home.

After Cook struck out the side,
Brett Picaro, who finished with two
hits and three runs scored, smacked
a leadoff single in the bottom of the
first, stole second, reached third on a
passed ball and scored on Koket’s
single. Koket scored on Ludmer’s
double.

The Cardinals tied the score in the
third and took a 3-2 lead in the fourth
when Eladio Ortiz yanked an RBI

WILLIAMS BREAKS 200, 400 RECORDS; WENDEL, 1ST HJ

Blue Devil Trackmen Take 3rd
In Union County Track & Field

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Records are made to be broken,
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior Ray Williams broke
two of those records at the Union
County Boys Track and Field Cham-
pionships at Williams Field in Eliza-
beth on May 17. The Westfield High
School team also left an impact by
placing third in the team standings.

Union had three individual firsts and
took the team trophy with 78 points
followed by Elizabeth, with two indi-
vidual firsts, at 67 and Westfield with
56. The Raiders finished sixth with a
52 total and Governor Livingston (GL)

came in eighth at 19.
Williams took care of matters early

in the long jump – one of the first
events of the afternoon – by soaring
22’10.25” on his second qualifying
attempt to virtually secure first.

After his qualifying round in the
long jump, Williams commented, “I
feel good right now. My hamstring
feels okay. I feel like running today.”

Three events later, he proved it by
breezing across the finish line in 47.4
to seize first in the 400 meters and to
break the previous UC record of 47.7
that he tied last year.

Normally, one would be ecstatic
about breaking a record but Williams

had another opinion of his perfor-
mance. “I just ran slow. There wasn’t
any reason. No wind affected me, no
runners. I just ran slow,” he said.

It was quite a different emotional
story, however, when Williams burned
across the finish line in 20.9 to win the
200 meters and to set another meet
record tied two years ago by Rahway’s
Danny Johnson at 21.2.

“It gave me a spark. It made me a
little bit happier but I’m still not
happy. I’m never happy. I’ve got to
stay hungry,” expressed the deter-
mined, goal directed Williams.

Junior Adam Wendel gave Westfield
its only first place by winning the high
jump with a clearance of 6’2” and
teammate Alex Gonzalez tied for third
with Chris Haley of Union with a
personal-best jump of 6’0”.

“My speed was all right and I had
a lot of pop today. I was jumping
between the center of the pit and that
was the reason why my arch wasn’t
correct,” said Wendel. “My run-
throughs were fine but my takeoff
felt weird.

Wendel ran through well in the
long jump finals when he soared
21’5.5” to place third behind team-
mate Rich Miller who placed second
with a jump of 21’6.75”.

Blue Devils Joe Hubbard, Mike
Gorski and Mike Attanasio picked
up several team points in the pole
vault by placing second, third and
sixth respectively. Hubbard cleared
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEW UCT MEET RECORD...Raider Ray Williams sets a new UCT record in
the 200 meters with a time of 20.9 seconds. He also set a meet record in the 400
meters and placed first in the long jump.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIVING BACK TO FIRST...Blue Devil Brett Picaro dives back to first after
ripping a single in the first inning against the Cardinals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE WINNING LEAP...Raider Jill Koscielecki soared 17’3” on this leap to win
the long jump. She also won the 400 meters, anchored the winning 4x400 meter
relay and placed second in the 400-intermediate hurdles.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LONG AWAITED CELEBRATION...The Blue Devils celebrate after Mike
“Sunday” Sofka hit the winning RBI single to defeat Plainfield, 9-8, in the
semifinals of the Union County Tournament. Pictured, left to right, are: Blair
Richardson (10), John Leonardis (13), Sofka and Josh Ludmer (8).


