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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

CLEARANCE!

�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
	



��
�
�
�
	
�	

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
	



��
�
�
�
	
�	

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
	



��
�
�
� �

�
�
�
�
�
�
	



��
�
�
�
	
�	

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
	



��

�
�
�
	
�	

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
	



��
�
�
�

Garwood Factory Showroom
518 North Avenue, Garwood

(908) 789-0140 or Toll-free 877-MATT - FAC

Owned & Operated by the Shovlin Family for Over 20 Years

Visit Our Website • www.mattressfac.com
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Wesley Allen Beds
on Display
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                                        FREE CASE, CAR CHARGER & HEADSET
                                                   WITH A NEW ACTIVATION
                                              20% OFF ALL ACCESSORIES
                                               
                                                     Cellular Signal Plus
                                       132 E. Broad St. • Westfield, NJ 07090
                                         (908) 789-5302  (908) 789-5094 Fax
                                                       www.cellsig.com
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JEWELERS SINCE 1906
226 North Avenue • Westfield, New Jersey 07090

(908) 233-8811
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Multiple Union County Road Projects To Get Underway;
Area Projects For ’02 Are Listed by Towns and Locations

By DEBORAH MADISON and
LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Many road construction
projects are slated to begin this year
throughout Union County.

The county will repair 11 miles of
roadway, 19 intersections and 22
bridges and culverts. Resurfacing will
take place on 11.6 miles of county
roadway in nine municipalities in 2002.

“Union County is making its roads
and bridges safer, and the way we
accomplish this is by regular repairs
and maintenance,” said Freeholder
Angel Estrada of Elizabeth. “We con-
sider these improvements to be one of
the most important duties of county
government.”

In all, the county has scheduled
more than $25 million worth of trans-
portation improvements for the com-
ing spring, summer and fall months.
Most of the dollars, $21.1 million,
comes from federal and state grants.

A 4.1-mile section of Springfield
Avenue, between Berkeley Heights
and New Providence, will be the larg-
est resurfacing project this year. A 1.3-
mile section of Mountain Avenue in
Springfield and a one-mile section of
South Avenue between Westfield and
Garwood will be resurfaced, as will a
one-mile section of Shunpike Road in
Springfield. Most of these projects
will occur from June to October.

When roads are repaved, drainage
problems are remedied and curb cuts
and ramps are installed at intersec-
tions.

Union County has more than 171
miles of roadway, parts of which ex-
tend into every municipality.

“Since 1999, Union County has
paved more than 40 miles of roads and
repaired bridges and infrastructure that
had been neglected for decades,” said
Freeholder Nicholas P. Scutari.

In addition, the county will replace

poles and lights, replace the control-
lers and add battery packs to the sig-
nals to ensure that lights continue to
function if power is interrupted.

The new signals use red, amber and
green LEDs, rather than incandes-
cent bulbs, for illumination. With this
change, the new signals use only 10
percent of the energy drawn by the
old incandescent bulbs. In addition,
the lights last longer and shine
brighter. This passes savings onto
municipalities, which pay for utility
and maintenance costs for signals on
county roads.

The county will continue its re-
placement of the East Milton Avenue
Bridge in Rahway and the Snyder
Avenue Bridge in Berkeley Heights.
It also hopes to begin work on the
Vauxhall Road Bridge in Union, a $4
million project, pending easements
being obtained by the Township of
Millburn.

The aging bridge spans the East
Branch of the Rahway River and is
located in both Union and Essex
Counties. In addition, the Valley Road
Bridge in Clark and the Union Av-
enue Bridge in Scotch Plains are
scheduled for replacement beginning
this year.

“Due to age or increased use or
environmental factors, these bridges
have received low structural ratings
by safety engineers, so these repairs
are an absolute priority for us,” said
Freeholder Rick Proctor.

In New Providence, the Park and
Ride parking lot on Springfield Av-
enue, used by commuters on the
Gladstone Rail Line, will be paved.
By paving the unimproved lot, the
county will create 114 parking spaces
and three spaces for handicapped
drivers. The county will also create
a drainage system, alleviating an
ongoing storm water problem there,
and build new sidewalks and install

new lighting.
“Many of these projects will begin

in the spring, with the majority of the
paving projects beginning in June,
after schools let out,” said Freeholder
Chairman Lewis Mingo, Jr.

“While some of these projects are
seen as an inconvenience for drivers,
they are absolutely necessary for the
safety of everyone on the road,” he
added.

Upcoming road resurfacing projects
include: a .6 mile segment of Westfield
Avenue in Clark will be resurfaced; a
4.1-mile segment of Springfield Av-
enue will be resurfaced between Ber-
keley Heights and New Providence; in
Linden, crews will resurface eight-
tenths of a mile of Roselle Street;
three-tenths of a mile of Main Street in
Rahway will be resurfaced; three roads
will be resurfaced in Springfield: 1.3
miles on Mountain Avenue, .6 miles
on Hillside Avenue, and a 1 mile seg-
ment of Shunpike Road; a quarter-
mile segment of Constantine Place in
Summit will be resurfaced, and be-
tween Westfield and Garwood, a 1.1-
mile section of South Avenue will be
resurfaced.

Intersection improvements will be
made at the following locations: The
intersection of Central Avenue and
Raritan Road in Clark, and the inter-
sections of South Avenue with Union,
Walnut and Centennial Avenues and
High Street in Cranford.

Work is currently in progress at
the intersection of Springfield Av-
enue and Boulevard, and at the in-
tersections of Boulevard with
Coolidge, Columbia, Market and
21st Streets, all in Kenilworth;
Roselle and Elizabeth Avenues in
Linden, and South Springfield and

Hillside Avenues in Springfield.
Work will continue on intersec-

tions at Park and Martine Avenues in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, and at
South Avenue and Bonnie Burn
Road, Summit Road and DeForest
Avenue, Broad Street and Ashworth,
and Maple and Morris Avenues at
Ashwood Avenue, all in Summit.

The Springfield Avenue Bridge,
which spans the Rahway River, will
be replaced in Cranford, as well as the
Liberty Avenue Bridge in Hillside
and Union, and the intersection with
Salem Avenue will be replaced.

The Cooper Road Bridge and the
Union Avenue Bridge in Scotch
Plains will be replaced.

Work will begin soon on the
Vauxhall Road Bridge in Union. The
bridge will be replaced and the water
channel reconstructed.

Also slated for repairs in Scotch
Plains, the section of Raritan Road
between Jason Court and the former
location of the Scotch Plains Zoo,
which will go out for bid on Tuesday,
May 7, and the second half of Glenside
Avenue, which will be funded by a
state grant, according to Township
Administrator Thomas Atkins.

Scotch Plains will begin the resur-
facing of West Broad Street, pending
state approval. Mr. Atkins said it is
hoped the project will go out to bid by
the end of the month and that work will
be completed by the end of the year.

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil also has $200,000 in its budget
slated for the resurfacing of various
roads, which have not yet been de-
cided on.

“No decisions have been made yet
on how this limited amount of money
will be applied. We will have some

tough decisions to make as the fi-
nances are tight,” Mr. Atkins said.
“Without raising taxes, only some of
these projects will fit into the exist-
ing funding.”

The township will also be finishing
Kramer Manor Park and begin con-
struction this fall on a new baseball/
soccer field adjacent to the Public
Works building on Plainfield Avenue.

The county will also be making
improvements to two parks: the ball
field at the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools on Raritan Road
and the park on the north side of
Route 22, adjacent to the
McDonald’s. The county and the
township will work together on these
two projects, said Mr. Atkins.

In Fanwood, Director of Public
Works Raymond Manfra reported that
a list of numerous renovation and
repair needs has been compiled, but
none are approved until after the
municipal budget process is com-
pleted.

He said he expects to be able to
issue a list of projects, with estimated
schedule dates, after the budget is
approved in two to three weeks.

“We have no way of determining
which of these projects will be sent
out for bid until we know how much
money the council approves,” Mr.
Manfra said. However, he added that
the resurfacing work in Fanwood is
usually minor, as the main arteries are
county or state roads.

“Any time major road work is
planned, that may affect commuters
and traffic from other towns; a joint
construction meeting is set up be-
tween town engineers and traffic safety
coordinators,” Mr. Manfra explained.

“Utility Company representatives

also attend these joint meetings, so
that everybody knows what to expect
and can inform the public,” he added.
Fanwood also publishes major road-
way work information on Channel
35, Mr. Manfra said.

Borough Administrator James
Debbie Jr. in Mountainside reported
that there are no new major roadway
projects slated for this year. Section
two of Old Tote Road, from
Woodvalley Road to Birch Hill Road,
will be paved in two weeks, and de-
tours are expected to be set up for four
to five hours.

The county will begin repaving
New Providence Road, from Route
22 to Central Avenue, in early July.

All projects, whether sponsored by
the towns, county or the state, will be
announced several weeks in advance
in the newspapers, and residents
within a certain geographic area of
the work will be notified by mail, said
Scotch Plains Zoning Official Robert
LaCosta.

Each governmental entity is also
required to erect signs along the road-
ways where major projects will take
place, to inform commuters of im-
pending work and alternate routes,
he said.

“It would be helpful if residents,
who are planning on going away on
vacation, would park their cars in
their driveways and off the streets to
assist the DPW in completing their
roadwork,” Mr. Manfra added.

Notices of road closures and de-
tours will be posted along county
roads when possible, as maintenance
schedules are set, and the county’s
web site, www.ucnj.org, will carry
notices of closures in its Important
Information section.


