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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Civic Youth Club Sets
‘Rites of Passage’

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Genera-
tion Of Xcellence Civic Youth Club,
an affiliate of the New Jersey State
Federation of Colored Women’s
Clubs, Inc., will sponsor the “Rites
of Passage,” an intensive, eight-week
program for youth ages 10 through
17.

The weekly sessions will be held
on Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m. at
St. John’s Baptist Church, located at
2387 Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Yvonne Nambe, Professor of En-
glish at William Patterson College
and a dance instructor at the Rosa
Parks School of Performing Arts,
will be the instructor.

Students interested in participat-
ing are invited to attend the April 11
meeting. For further information,
please call advisors Lisa Easley at
(908) 322-4457 or Judi Ali at (908)
322-2189.

Spiritual Teacher Set
To Discuss Kaballah
At Temple Emanu-El
WESTFIELD – Guest lecturer Ja-

son Shulman will discuss the study
of Kaballah on Thursday, April 4,
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at Temple Emanu-
El, located at 756 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

Kaballah, defined as the mystical
path of Judaism, was once closely
associated only with Orthodox Juda-
ism. Mr. Shulman will explain how it
is now possible for all to study
Kaballah and why it has important
ramifications for Reform Jews.

A healer and spiritual teacher, Mr.
Shulman is also the founder of A
Society of Souls, a three-year train-
ing program in Kabbalistic healing
in Princeton.

The program next week will be
offered free of charge. For additional
information, please call Carolyn
Shane at (908) 232-6770.

First Congregational Prepares
For Celebration of Easter

Calvary Lutheran Posts
Schedule for Holy Week

Willow Grove Presbyterian
Plans Easter Celebration

WESTFIELD — The First Con-
gregational Church, located at 125
Elmer Street in Westfield, will ob-
serve Easter weekend with services
beginning this evening, Thursday,
March 28, and continuing through
Sunday, March 31. Visitors are wel-
come to attend.

Tonight, the church will mark
Maundy Thursday at 8 p.m. with a
Tenebrae service (a service of shad-
ows), the retelling of the Last Sup-
per, and Holy Communion.

The Good Friday service, tomor-
row, March 29, at noon, will include
the reading of the Passion Story and
the service of Holy Communion.

Easter Sunday will be celebrated
with identical services at 9 and 11
a.m. Special choral and instrumental
music will be presented.

A one-room schoolhouse for chil-
dren ages three through third grade
and child care for infants to two-
year-olds will be available during
both services. One coffee hour will
be held for both services at 10 a.m.

The sanctuary is wheelchair ac-
cessible and an infrared audio sys-
tem is provided for the hearing im-

paired. For further information,
please call the church office at (908)
233-2494.

CRANFORD — The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, has an-
nounced its schedule for Holy Week.
The public is invited to all services.

The Reverend Carol A. Lindsay
will lead worship and preach at all
services. Music will be provided
under the direction of Jaye S.
Newbold, Associate in Ministry.

A Maundy Thursday service will
be offered this evening, March 28, at
7:30 p.m. The service will be in the
round, as worshippers gather in the
chancel around the altar for absolu-
tion, the symbolic washing of feet,
and Holy Communion.

The youth performing ensemble,
SPIRYT, will provide music. Kate
Vaupel will be the vocal soloist and
Heather Patterson will be the flute
soloist. Both are residents of
Cranford.

This service also will include the
stripping of the altar in preparation
for Good Friday.

On March 29, the solemnity of

Good Friday will be observed with a
service of prayer and meditation with
Tenebrae at 7:30 p.m.

Music will be provided by the
Calvary Choir and will include Bach’s
“Crucifixus” from the B minor Mass,
with soprano Mellisa Toddings and
alto Donna Schlenker, both of
Cranford, as soloists.

The Calvary Quartet — made up
of Ms. Toddings, Cynthia Nordstrom,
alto; Sean Garnhardt, tenor, and Chris
Miller, bass – will sing “Go to Dark
Gethsemane,” by L. Sateren.

The Easter celebration will begin
on Sunday, March 31, with services
of Holy Communion at 8:30 and 11
a.m. Each service will offer a full
festival liturgy with trumpet, choirs
and seasonal music. Guest trumpet-
ers will include Robert Abrams and
Sean Garnhardt.

Easter music will include “Haec
est Dies,” by Gallus; “Hilaritare,” by
K. Lee Scott; “Song at the Empty
Tomb,” by Haugen, and “Hallelu-
jah,” from Handel’s Messiah.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch
Plains will hold its Easter Sunday
worship service on March 31 at 10:30
a.m. in the Sanctuary. All are invited
to attend.

The Reverend Kenneth Hetzel,
Pastor, will preach on “Do You Be-
lieve This? – the Glory Story,” and
during the Children’s Sermon he will
draw cartoons related to the story of
Christ’s resurrection.

Paul Schryber will be the trumpet
soloist for the service. He will join
Marilyn Thorne, church organist, in
playing several English trumpet tunes
by Henry Purcell, and will accom-
pany the Chancel Choir’s anthem,
“Risen, Alleluia!” by Allen Koepke.
The recessional will be “Lift High
the Cross!” by Donald Busarow.

The Easter offering will be do-
nated to One Great Hour of Sharing,
a multi-faceted mission project de-
voted to helping people in the United
States and around the world.

In addition to providing for food
and material needs, the program pro-
vides training in farming and other
skills, as well as disaster relief assis-
tance.

Jesus Is the Friend Who Comes
To Our Rescue Through It All

By REV. KEVIN M. BRENNAN

Author Earl Willer tells the story
of two men who grew up best friends.
Though Jim was just a little older
than Phillip, and often assumed the
role of leader, they did everything
together. They went to high school
together, college together and the
Marines together.

By an unusual set of circumstances,
they were sent to Germany to fight
alongside one another in one of
history’s ugliest wars.

One sweltering day during a fierce
battle, amid heavy gunfire, bombing
and close-quarters combat, they were
given the command to retreat. As the
men were running back, Jim noticed
that Phillip had not returned with the
others.

Panic gripped his heart. Jim knew
if Phillip was not back in a minute or
two, then he wouldn’t make it. Jim
begged his commanding officer to
let him go back and look for his
friend, but the officer forbade his
request, saying it would be suicide.
Risking his own life, Jim disobeyed
and went back after Phillip. His heart
was pounding as he ran into the
gunfire, calling out for Phillip.

A short time later, his platoon saw
Jim hobbling across the field carry-
ing a limp body in his arms. Jim’s
commanding officer upbraided him
for disobeying orders and shouted
that it was a foolish waste of time and
an outrageous risk. “Your friend is
dead,” he added, “and there was noth-
ing you could do.”

“No, sir, you’re wrong,” Jim re-
plied. “I got there just in time. Before
he died, his last words were, ‘I knew
you would come.’”

Is there someone in your life like
Jim? I would certainly hope so, but
none of us can ever know so until it
happens to us. I want you to know
this Easter season there is Someone,
who would go anywhere, and risk
anything, for you. His name is Jesus

of Nazareth.
It says the following in the New

Testament book of 1 Peter: “For Christ
also died for sins, once for all, the just
for the unjust, in order that He might
bring us to God, having been put to
death in the flesh, but made alive in
the Spirit.” Jim risked his life for his
friend, and we are moved by his love
and dedication for Phillip.

The astounding news of Good Fri-
day is that Jesus gave His life for His
enemies. The just died for the unjust,
so that we might be brought closer to
God. In our lostness and state of
abandon, Jesus came. He left heaven
to come to earth’s battlefield to res-
cue us. We can look to Him and say
with love, “I knew you’d come.”

It would be a terrible waste to be
offered such a gift and leave it un-
opened. Allow the tremendous love
of Jesus displayed for you on Good
Friday, and the awesome power of His
resurrection manifested on Easter
Sunday, to bring you closer to God.

*  *  *  *  *
Reverend Brennan is Senior Pas-

tor at the Evangel Church, located at
1251 Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

Rosarians to Nominate
Officers, Hear Singers
SCOTCH PLAINS – The next

meeting of St. Bartholomew’s Ro-
sary Altar Society will be held on
Monday, April 8, following the 7:30
p.m. Mass.

During the meeting, the nomina-
tion of new officers will be an-
nounced. Entertainment will be pro-
vided by the Evangel Singers of
Scotch Plains, and guests are wel-
come. Refreshments will be served.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PASSOVER EXPERIENCE…The Traveling Model Matzah Bakery gives all
ages the opportunity to participate in the ancient tradition of making hand-
made matzah. Pictured above is the four-year-old nursery school class at the
Jewish Community Center in Scotch Plains rolling wheat. Rabbi Avremel
Blesofsky of Chabad of Union County lead the group.

  Celebrate Easter
MAUNDY THURSDAY

Thursday, March 28 at 8:00 P.M.

Choral Eucharist, foot washing,
stripping of the Altars & watch

GOOD FRIDAY

Friday, March 29

Good Friday Service at 12:00 P.M.

with Homily & St. Paul’s Parish Choir

Stations of the Cross at 1:00 P.M.

Children’s Good Friday Service at 3:30 P.M.

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER

Saturday, March 30
Holy Baptism & Holy Eucharist at 8:00 P.M.

EASTER DAY

Sunday, March 31

Holy Eucharist (Rite I) at 7:45 A.M.

Children’s Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

with Flowering of the Cross, Children’s Choirs & Brass

Holy Eucharist (Rite II) at 11:15 A.M.

with Sermon by the Rector,
The St. Paul’s Parish Choir, Brass Quintet & Percussion

.

The Rev’d Andrew C. Hamersley, rector

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
414 East Broad Street - Westfield, New Jersey

Information:  908-232-8506, EXT. 14

   at St. Paul’s      
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Maundy Thursday
March 28, 8 p.m.

Tenebrae (a service of shadows)
Holy Communion

Good Friday
March 29, 12 noon

Reading of the Passion Story
Holy Communion

Easter Sunday
March 31, 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Special Choral and Instrumental Music
One-room Schoolhouse

Crib Room for infants to 2-year-olds

Visitors are Always Welcome!
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(a member of the United Church of Christ)

For further information, please call (908) 233-2494 or
visit our website at www.westfieldnj.com/fcc
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Clark Street at Cowperthwaite Place, Westfield
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(908) 232-1517
The Rev. Paul E. Kritsch, Pastor

The Rev. Robert H. Vogel, Associate Pastor

Easter Saturday Vigil 7:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Communion Breakfast
To Feature Author

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield
will hold its Annual Communion
Breakfast on Sunday, April 21, at the
Gran Centurions, located at 440
Madison Hill Road in Clark.

The breakfast will follow the 9
a.m. Mass at Holy Trinity Church.

Lorna Kelly will be the guest
speaker. She is the author of “The
Camel Knows the Way,” in which
she chronicles her experiences vol-
unteering with Mother Theresa in
the slums of Calcutta.

Ms. Kelly will be available for
personalization of book purchases
after the breakfast.

Tickets will be on sale after all
Masses on Sundays, April 7 and 14.
Tickets may also be purchased at the
church Rectory, located at 315 First
Street in Westfield.

Tickets are $15 for adults, $12 for
senior citizens and $6 for children.
All are welcome. For further infor-
mation, please call the Rectory at
(908) 232-8137.

Library Awaits Visit
By ‘Toddler Teddy’

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced that
“Toddler Teddy” will visit the li-
brary for a morning of stories, songs,
refreshments and a teddy bear pa-
rade on Friday, April 19, from 10:30
to 11:30 a.m.

Free tickets will be available to all
Westfield Library card holders begin-
ning on Monday, April 1. The event
will be held as part of the National
Library Week celebration at the li-
brary, located at 550 East Broad Street.
Photographs may be taken.

For further information, please visit
the library or call the Children’s
Department at (908) 789-4090.

Caregivers to Meet
At Parish Center

On Monday Evening
WESTFIELD – A support group

for individuals caring for elderly
or chronically ill loved ones meets
on the first non-holiday Monday
of each month at 8 p.m. in the
Parish Center of St. Helen’s Church
on Lambert’s Mill Road in
Westfield. The next meeting will
take place on April 1.

These are information and shar-
ing sessions. For more informa-
tion, please call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 232-1867.

AARP to Meet on April 1;
Upcoming Trips Revealed

WESTFIELD — Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons
(AARP) will hold its regular monthly
meeting on Monday, April 1, at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

The entrance and parking area are
located to the rear of the building.
Guests and prospective members are
invited to attend.

The social period with refresh-
ments will begin at 1 p.m., followed
by a brief business meeting. After-
wards, guest speaker Norman Weiss
will discuss “Best Methods for Maxi-
mum Interest Gains on Investments.”

Mr. Weiss, an investment counse-
lor who has lived in Westfield for
more than 35 years, will outline
simple ways for senior citizens to
better manage some of their assets.

Donations of canned and boxed
grocery items are requested for the
needy as part of the AARP chapter’s
Community Service Program.

In addition, the Knitting Group
needs knitting and crocheting yarns
to make hats, shrugs and lap robes
for patients at Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County in Berke-
ley Heights.

A trip is scheduled for Wednesday,
May 15, to Atlantic City. The cost is
$18, with a coin rebate, with the
hotel to be announced soon by Katie
Menzer.

An overnight trip is planned for
Wednesday and Thursday, Septem-

ber 18 and 19. Participants will visit
the Sight and Sound Millennium
Theatre in Strasburg, Pa., to see its
latest show, “Daniel.” The trip will
also include a backstage tour and a
stay at the Willow Grove Resort.

Reservations cost $182 for a
double, $234 for a single and $168
for a triple, and may be made by
calling (908) 232-7153.

Trips and Tours Co-Chairwoman
Marie Stauder may be called for
information about a new trip called
“Country Christmas in Nashville and
Gatlinburg,” from Thursday through
Wednesday, December 5 to 11.

Are you looking for Something REAL this year?

Find GOD at the First Baptist Church
7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 28 - remember the Lord’s Supper

1:00 p.m. Friday, March 29 - meditate on the crucifixion
10:20 a.m. Sunday, March 31 - Celebrate the Resurrection!

Professional childcare is provided at all of our services

170 Elm Street, Westfield
(908) 233-2278 / firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net


