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Diction Deception

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Longimanous – Having long hands
2. Inescation – The act of baiting
3. Suggillation – A black-and-blue

mark; a bruise
4. Prease – A crowd

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

HOUVE
1. To howl; moan
2. In France, an egg
3. To benefit, assist
4. A hood or cap

HORDEACEOUS
1. Plundering
2. Resembling barley
3. Assembling in large numbers;

amassing
4. Occurring hourly

TABINID
1. A spear or a dart
2. A buckle or padlock
3. A horsefly
4. Slate for writing; a blackboard

EREPTION
1. Taking or snatching away by force
2. Violent, physical behavior
3. In medicine, projective or explo-

sive emesis or vomiting
4. In anatomy, an involuntary muscle

contraction
Answers will appear in next week’s

issue.

Letters to the Editor
Board of Education Should Keep
Public Informed of Expenditures

I applaud The Westfield Leader for its
editorial on the Westfield Board of
Education’s lack of judgment in failing
to publish the school budget in our local
town papers.

It seems that the Superintendent and
our elected board members fail to recog-
nize that the citizens of Westfield need
to be better informed if they are to vote
intelligently in April.

The Board of Education, along with a
“private citizens group,” has rumored
plans to renovate the auditorium at 302
Elm Street and make it a Cultural Arts
Center.

Although the residents of the neigh-
borhood have asked the board for infor-
mation about this renovation, the Super-
intendent and the President of the board

simply tell us that they are aware of a
private group looking into the possibil-
ity of using 302 Elm Street as a Cultural
Arts Center. I believe they know more
than they are telling us.

If this renovation takes place, I, as a
taxpayer, would like to know before I
vote on the school budget. What, if any,
taxpayer dollars will be used to com-
plete this project? In a time when the
Board of Education is asking for a 24
percent tax increase, they should not
only be expected to publish the budget
but they should be forthcoming with any
information pertaining to the possible
use of taxpayer dollars to fund a Cultural
Arts Center in our town.

H.R. Schliesske
Westfield

BOE Should Offer a Budget That
Reflects Creativity and Sacrifice

Answers Are Needed Regarding
Proposed Cultural Arts Center

I am writing to express my outrage at
the politics as usual attitude of organiza-
tions in our community. For months,
neighbors in our area have been trying to
obtain information from elected offi-
cials concerning the proposed “Cultural
Arts Center” in the Board of Education
building on the corner of Walnut and
Elm Streets.

We have attended council meetings
and Board of Education meetings, only
to be told “we’ll get back to you,” or “we
have no knowledge of this, please keep
us informed.”

We have councilmen who do not re-
turn calls, so in doing our homework, we
discover contractors with “large work-
ing budgets” continuing to plan this
project, in a building owned by the Board
of Education, who still know nothing.

We have copies of letters dating back
four years to the Board of Education
concerning this project, while they still
deny knowledge.

The Board of Education has spent half a
million taxpayer dollars fixing up this old
building in the last three years, a building

that is only one third in use, while heating
the entire building, only to prepare it for
use by The Cultural Arts Center.

At a time when they are crying to
“help our children and schools” with
higher tax dollars, this is an outrage. The
Cultural Arts Center Committee wants
to plan a 500-seat concert hall in this
building, renting from the Board of Edu-
cation. A project surely to destroy our
residential neighborhood, which again
has fallen on deaf ears.

We insist on answers, Mr. Mayor. We
insist on answers from the Board of
Education. We insist on answers, “Cul-
tural Arts Center Committee”. As tax-
payers, it is time we all become con-
cerned with the waste and tax attitude in
our town.

J.W. Tingley
Westfield

Is it just I, or are others tired of hearing
the same incantations whenever it comes
to non-performance? I refer to the most
recent quotes by our Board of Education
members and Superintendent of Schools,
concerning the “historically” high bud-
get they are asking us (Westfield taxpay-
ers) to approve.

“We’ve spent long hours,” “we’ve
done the best we could,” “after all, there
is a cut in state aid,” “our per pupil cost
is less than the state average,” “we have
new construction,’ blah, blah blah!!!!!!
And, on top of this 9.7 percent increase
(from 1995-1999, the percentage tax in-
crease averaged 2.7 percent), the Super-
intendent and board are eliminating the
eighth grade sports program, plus cuts in
the All-City chorus.

As a past member of the Board of
Education, member of the Finance Com-
mittee for three years and the Chairman
of the Finance Committee for one year,
I am somewhat familiar with the budget
process and the difficult decisions nec-
essary to provide a quality education for
our children.

I am also aware of the many financial
sacrifices families make to live in this
community, so that they may avail them-
selves and their families of the educa-
tion offered.

Having said that, no board has ever
sacrificed a quality education for money.
Quite the contrary, the previous boards
have delivered “acceptable” budgets and
had them passed, with perhaps one ex-
ception, in the last 15 years.

Sacrifices were made, creative plan-
ning was executed and a favorable prod-
uct was offered.

I urge the board to direct the Superin-
tendent to prepare a more palatable bud-
get, one that includes both the eighth
grade athletic activities and the entire
All-City chorus. A budget that shows an
increase of no more than 24 cents, down
from the present 27 cents.

While this would still be historically
high, it would reflect the concern, dili-
gence and creativity needed to face addi-
tional years of similar increases. Our
district’s ability to generate the neces-
sary surplus to avoid tax increases has
been decreasing at an increasing rate.
And now, we must make that difference
up via tax increases.

Finally, the $40,000 plus that it costs
to pay for the eighth grade sports pro-
gram is a very small price to pay, consid-
ering the elimination thereof would re-
sult in over 200 of our children without
organized activity or organized supervi-
sion at a time, 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., when it’s
needed the most.

The prevailing argument that there
are already similar activities that these
children could move into is just not what
the past has shown. The eighth grade
program was removed once before and
the disenfranchised children were not
assimilated into the existing programs,
and there’s no reason to believe they will
be now.

There are letters on file from the Prin-

cipals of both middle schools extolling
the renewed school spirit and improved
classroom conduct as a direct result of
the after school sports activities.

With so many dual working families
and single family households, the more
supervised activities we have for our
children, the better.

So to the board, please stop with this
politically correct, feel good, “we did
the best we could” explanation. Go back
to the drawing board and offer the com-
munity a school budget that shows sac-
rifice and creativity. A 24-cent increase,
All-City chorus and eighth grade sports
back in. I, for one, will vote in favor.

Keith S. Hertell
Westfield

Westfield Homeowner Property Tax 2001 Data & 2002 Estimates  
  Projected   
Tax Year 2001 2002 Est. Increase Comment 
Property Mix 90% 90%  residental 
Number of homes 9563 9563   
Assesment  $                175,000   $         175,000   avg. home 
Assesment  $       1,840,877,500   $1,840,877,500   total assessed 
Property Value  $       4,000,000,000   $4,000,000,000   total market value 
Tax Rate 2001 451 496 10.1% cents/hundred 
1-cent/hundred =  $                180,865   $         180,865    
Property Tax:  $           81,513,177   $     89,737,976   $ 8,224,799   

County share  $                     90.1                   96.1  6.0 cents/hundred 
County share  $           16,302,635   $     17,387,824  6.7%  
County share 20.0% 19.4%   

Town share 70.6                  76.6  6.0 cents/hundred 
Town share  $           12,764,964   $     13,850,152  8.5%  
Town share 15.66% 15.4%   

Schools share 290.0 323.4 33.5 cents/hundred 
Schools share  $           52,445,578  $58,500,000 11.5%  
Schools share 64.34% 65.2%   

Homeowner Tax  $                   7,887   $             8,683   $          796  avg. home 

 Avg. Home Avg. Home Tax Rate Taxes Unit Value County Municipal Schools 
 Assessed Property Tax cents/$100 Collected 1-cent/100 Portion Portion Portion 
Fanwood  $          83,500   $        6,000  719  $15,761,549   $    21,935  16.3% 21.86% 61.80% 
Scotch Plains  $        117,000   $        6,670  570  $54,317,052   $    95,279  17.7% 18.08% 64.23% 
Westfield  $        175,000   $        7,887  451  $81,513,177   $  180,865  20.0% 15.66% 64.34% 
2000 Property Tax Notes        
Fanwood     $14,983,913  4.9% increase 2001  
Scotch Plains     $49,942,202  8.1% increase 2001  
Westfield     $76,592,866  6.0% increase 2001  

Westfield Public School Budget History (from legal advertisements)     
       Proposed 
Item 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002-3 
Budgeted  $  48,900,000   $50,200,000   $52,200,000   $54,500,000   $57,200,000   $59,900,000   $65,400,000  

(Revised)  $  53,900,000   $53,400,000   $54,200,000   $57,000,000   $58,700,000   $65,500,000   
Students_Full-time 4613 4742 4905 5114 4665 4786 4848 

We Urge NJ State Government to Follow
Through With Revising Property Tax Law

Our local governments are putting the finishing
touches on their 2002 municipal budgets. The Union
County Freeholders will soon consider their spend-
ing plan for this year and the local boards of educa-
tion will soon submit their budgets to the voters for
approval. Unlike recent years, this year’s budget
processes have been difficult because of the weak
economy and the large appetite of the public.

Municipal and school board revenues are strained
due to state aid threats and lower investment income,
and local property owners should again expect sig-
nificantly larger property tax bills this summer.
Perhaps, property taxes in this area will rise by about
10 percent this year.

This turn in fiscal fortunes is coinciding with a new
push to reform the property tax system in New Jersey.
Legislation has again been introduced in Trenton by
lawmakers from both parties that could eventually
lead to a constitutional convention to examine and
reform the property tax system in the state.

If the legislation were passed, the question of
whether to convene a convention would be put to the
voters this November. If the referendum is approved,
a constitutional convention, which would address
only the property tax system, would probably be held
in the summer of 2003, with recommendations ulti-
mately submitted to the voters for their approval.

Although a similar effort was made last year before
it petered out in the State Senate, perhaps there’s
some new momentum this year. Property taxes in our
state account for almost half of all state and local
revenue; an appallingly high level, especially com-
pared to the national average of less than one-third.

Unlike federal and state income taxes, where one
pays according to their income level, the property tax
levy is basically beyond the control of those who pay,
a reality that makes it unfair in many cases.

Consider the case of two neighbors, both living in
similar houses that are assessed, for tax purposes,
about the same. One homeowner is young and earns
$100,000 annually; his property tax bill is, for in-
stance, $8,000, or about 8 percent of his income. His
neighbor, meanwhile, is a senior citizen who relies
on a much smaller retirement income that makes his
own $8,000 property tax bill harder to swallow. How
fair is that? And what is the elderly neighbor to do in
some instances except move out of his house? If all
the seniors leave the area and families move in, the
school systems will face financial chaos.

The property taxation system in New Jersey is part

of a system going back hundreds of years, to a time
when property owners were considered to be people
of substantial means. But it’s not that way anymore.

A constitutional convention would prepare pro-
posals consisting of amendments to the state consti-
tution and revisions to existing state statutes, all
revenue-neutral. It would help eliminate the inequi-
ties in the current property taxation system, ensure
greater uniformity in the application of property
taxes, reduce property taxes as a share of overall
public revenue and help communities reduce their
high dependence on property taxes.

Our state legislators should seize the moment and get
the ball rolling on this important issue. Already, munici-
palities are doing their part. The New Jersey State
League of Municipalities has scheduled two informa-
tional sessions on the proposed legislation and invited
top officials from every community in the state to
attend. A number of state legislators are scheduled to
speak at these sessions, which are set for April and May.

The time has surely come to change this archaic
system and to give local property owners some
much-needed relief. We hope our legislators don’t let
this opportunity slip by again.

We support changes to the property tax system in
New Jersey. They are sorely needed. The current
system pits neighbor against neighbor - school sys-
tems against municipal and county governments. It
makes poor citizens of some, and it is so confusing
that fewer and fewer people even care to vote.

Included on this page are some tables to illustrate
the property tax issues for our towns. These tables
attempt to summarize many complex items. We
thank the tax assessor offices in Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood for providing the data to us. We
thank the school systems for providing information
and helping to explain it. Although unsuccessful to
date, we will continue to reach out to Union County
Superintendent of Schools, Glenn Tillou, to further
our understanding of the subject.

On page 14 of this edition, the proposed budget for
the Westfield school system is published. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district budget was pub-
lished in our March 14 edition. We urge you to study
this information and draw your own conclusions.

For those who are interested in doing research, go
to the libraries and read the newspapers of past years.
The Westfield Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood are also available on the Internet at
www.goleader.com since 1997.

Publisher’s Note:
 At the time in question, this news-

paper sent a reporter to the Westfield
Library and found that the budget
was not there. We then called the
Westfield Public School administra-
tion. A courier delivered a copy of
the budget to our office — five min-
utes later, a representative of the
school administration came into our
office and removed the budget from
our countertop, stating that the docu-
ment was full of errors and could not
be published. As we have done for
years in cooperation with the school
system, we set up the budget tem-
plate the previous weekend in antici-
pation of receiving the completed
information in time for publishing.
After we went to press on Wednesday
afternoon, we received a call from a
secretary asking us to publish the
budget. On page 14 of today’s news-
paper, the budget is published. Al-
though this is not in time for public
deliberation and comment to the
Board of Education, we hope that it
is otherwise found to be useful.

Westfield Board of Education President
Responds to Leader ‘Stealth’ Editorial

The charge in your March 21 editorial
that the Westfield Board of Education
has engaged in “stealth budget tactics”
has no basis in fact. When our Business
Administrator asked on March 13 if he
could place the budget in your newspa-
per, he was told that it was past the
deadline. The same response occurred at
The Record-Press and The Star-Ledger.
The only newspaper willing to publish
the budget on such short notice was The
Home News. As you pointed out, the
proposed budget needed to be published
four days prior to the public hearing,
which was Thursday, March 21.

Since we did not have even a tentative
budget approved until the evening of
March 12, it was not possible to bring it
to a newspaper until March 13. The
budget was not in this newspaper be-
cause of any “stealth budget tactics” on
the part of the Board of Education, but
rather because of an unreasonably tight
schedule for the school budget process
imposed by the Department of Educa-
tion this year.

I would also like to respond to your
questions: “how is the public supposed
to be well-informed; how are they even
supposed to know there is a public meet-
ing on the budget?” Notice of every
board meeting is advertised in this news-
paper, as well as The Star-Ledger and
The Record-Press.

The meeting dates are also posted on
TV Channel 36 and the westfieldnj.com
website. Every board meeting is tele-
vised. The Board of Education has a
synopsis of every meeting on-line at
westfieldnj.com. We have also placed
budget information on this website. A
copy of the budget is available at the
Office of the Business Administrator
and the Office of School-Community
Relations at 302 Elm Street. A copy of
the budget has been given to the Library.
Copies have been made available to re-
porters from this and any other inter-
ested newspaper.

In addition, budget presentations will
be made at 7:45 p.m. on Wednesday,

April 3, at Westfield High School; at
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 4, at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, and at 7
p.m. on Tuesday, April 9, at Tamaques
Elementary School. These meetings are
open to any interested members of the
public.

Regarding your comment about the
size of the tax increase, I would like to
point out that the 6.7 percent increase in
the school budget is within the state cap,
in spite of large increases in special edu-
cation and insurance costs, as well as
accumulated enrollment increases of more
than 800 students from 1996 to 2002.

Due primarily to no increase in state
and federal funds, the community is
being required to shoulder a great per-
centage of the budget this year.

The Leader could make a major contri-
bution to the public discussion of the
school budget by reviewing its provisions
and implications rather than making un-
founded claims about “stealth tactics.”

Arlene Gardner
President

Westfield Board
of Education
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