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SUMMIT —
Colors, shapes
and juxtaposi-
tions are the ele-
ments which

motivate Plainfield artist, Gerry Heydt,
whose autumn and winter oil paintings
were recently displayed in a exhibition
entitled, “baby it’s cold outside,” at the
New Jersey Center for Visual Arts
(NJCVA) in Summit.

Despite it being a time of the year with
limited time to create, the autumn and
winter seasons are the artists two favorite
times to paint.

Heydt has painted under all types of
weather conditions and believes that
painting outdoors lends interpretation and
atmospheric results to her landscapes.

Looking for truthful representations of
her work, the artist makes repeated visits
to a site at different times of the day and
under different weather conditions.

“These places became old friends, fa-
miliar yet offering something new at
each visit,” said Heydt in a prepared
author’s statement.

The artist’s hometown of Plainfield is
represented in several paintings, includ-
ing two of the city’s Madison Avenue.

Cold Brook Preserve in Oldwick, The
Great Swamp, Fairview Farm Wildlife
Preserve in Bedminster and the Eliza-
beth D. Kay Environment Center in
Chester Township are also part of the
exhibit’s landscape collection.

Two of the Plainfield landscapes,
“March Snow” and “White on Winter”
are on loan to the exhibits from private
collections.

Heydt holds a Master in Fine Arts
Degree from the Instituto Allende in
Mexico. She is currently on the faculty of
the Somerset Art Association in
Bedminster, NJCVA and The Arts Guild

of Rahway.
From Sunday, May 5, to Tuesday,

May 7, Heydt will conduct a workshop
for artists of all levels on outdoor painting
with a direct method in oils. The work-
shop will be held in Cape May.

The workshop takes place during “Tu-
lip Week” and offers participants
streetscapes, nature walks and beach ar-
eas as focal points for landscape study
and painting.

For more information about Landscape
Painting with Gerry Heydt, call Nancy J.
Ori, workshop coordinator at (908) 790-
8820.
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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SCOTCH PLAINS – Pianist Paul
DiDario will perform a benefit concert for
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church in
Scotch Plains on Saturday, April 20, at 4
p.m.

The program will include “Two Part
Creation,” with sonatas by Scarlati,
Beethoven, and other music on piano and
harpsichord. In a “surprise event,” Mr.
DiDario will perform “the most famous
transcription in the world.”

Beginning his piano studies at 9, Mr.
DiDario studied at Manhattan School of
Music and completed his bachelor and
master degrees at the Juilliard School. He
has performed throughout the state.

For directions, please call the church
office at (908) 232-5678, Monday through
Friday, from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tickets
are $10 per adult or $8 per student, and
may be purchased at the door. Children
under 12 are admitted for free.

Refreshments will be served after the
concert and all proceeds will benefit the
50th Anniversary Building Fund of the
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church.
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WESTFIELD – Seven pupils of
Sondra Tammam, pianist, of
Westfield won first prize in the Mu-
sic Educators Association of New
Jersey Educators Association of New
Jersey 32nd Annual Piano Competi-
tion.

Stefan Curic won the Solo Cat-
egory for six year olds. Jean and
Henry Namkung won the Ensemble
Category, ages 13-14. Kathy Yang
and Thomas J. Killian of Westfield
won the Two Piano Ensemble Cat-
egory for ages 15-16.

These students performed in the
Winners’ Recital, which was held at
Kean University.

Jean also won the second prize in the
Concerto Division and the third prize
in the Solo Category. Grace Kim won
second place in the Concerto Category
for 12 year olds. Dorothy Chou won
third prize in the Solo Category for 16
year olds.

Another first prize was won by Dor-
othy Chou in the Andrew De Grado
Competition, accompanying Jason
Tammam on cello. They were featured
in a concert at Wilkins Theater at Kean.

Stefan Curic and Jean Namkung
were also winners in the Concerto
Contest of the Young Pianist Competi-
tion of New Jersey. They participated
in the winners concert at Steinway
Hall in New York City earlier this year.

PRIZE PIANISTS…Seven pupils of Sondra Tammam, pianist, of Westfield won
first prize in the Music Educators Association of New Jersey Educators Association
of New Jersey 32nd Annual Piano Competition. Pictured, left to right, are: Faye Xu,
Dorothy Chou, Stefan Curic, Thomas J. Killian and Kathy Yang of Westfield.

The Time Machine:
Remake Travels Well

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER

3 popcorns

One of the best remakes to come
down the cinema pike in eons, director
Simon Wells’ The Time Machine de-
rives much of its inspiring appeal from
an obvious reverence for H.G. Wells’s
groundbreaking novel and a respectful
tip of the hat to the original movie by
filmmaker George Pal.

But then, how would it look if the
author’s grandson didn’t do right by
his famous sci-fi pioneering ancestor?

Yep, the similarity in last names is
no coincidence. However, what are the
odds of this? Prior to embarking on his
1960 interpretation of H.G. Wells’ Vic-
torian time travel tale, most of Pal’s
illustrious dabblings were in the realm
of animated features.

Well, it just so happens that before
singing this simply swell paean to
grandpa H.G.’s book, young Mr. Wells’
directorial career, comprised thus far
of only three films, were — you guessed
it — feature-length animations.

Whether the product of coincidence
or fate, The Time Machine circa 2002
is everything a remake should be. While
occasionally but judiciously updating
the anthropological fantasy to reflect a
slightly more contemporary take on
H.G. Wells’ view of the future, it is
refreshing that Wells the descendant
doesn’t exhibit some artistically suf-
focated need to ply his own revisionist
version of the tale.

Utilizing the David Duncan screen-
play that formed the basis of Pal’s
film, along with current work by John
Logan, the director does polish an oc-
casional edge here and sands a corner
there. It’s usually with the intent of
making the characters more accessible
to modern (read younger) viewers.

Hence the turn-of-the-century sci-
entist replacing Rod Taylor’s George
(actually intended to be Wells himself)
is Guy Pearce’s Alexander Hartdegen.
He’s a handsomely intense nerd osten-
sibly fashioned to strike a chord with
today’s computer geeks and the women
who love them.

An absent-minded professor sort,
the scientist only occasionally takes
time out from his experiments to court
his ladylove (Sienna Guillory). Even
then he inevitably confounds the lass
with his tardiness and forgetfulness.
Disenchanted with the stodgy conven-
tions of Victorian society, he is infatu-
ated with the idea of venturing to an-
other age.

But in this permutation of the tale, it
isn’t until an ill-fated wind snuffs out
his love affair that Alexander ventures
upon time travel, and then primarily to
retrieve what he has lost. On the other
hand, adventure is the propelling fac-
tor in the 1960 edition, and it isn’t until
George arrives in the future that ro-
mance manifests itself in the lithe form
of Yvette Mimieux’s Eloi beauty,
Weena.

I knew a lot of 14-year-old boys who
were infatuated with the alluring
Weena. She was different. She was
foreign.

In this go-round, after first traveling
backwards to see if he can change the
past, Alexander then catapults a full
800,000 years into the future to learn
humankind’s fate.

Now, while some folks today fear
that the Democratic and Republican
parties have begun to indiscernibly
merge, be informed that what we are
shown here dispels the fear of left and
right overlapping. But then this alter-
native is hardly heartwarming.

Per Mr. Wells, the allegorical news
is that we have evolved into two races.
The more warlike of the groups — and
you know who you are — has taken to
the underworld. They are the evil

Moorlocks. And while the peaceful but
now cattle-like Eloi on the surface are
not allowed to talk about it, you also
know who, er, I mean what, the
Moorlocks eat.

Of course this turn of events is anath-
ema, even to a native New Yorker. And
therefore it only follows that it will
take someone from our advanced civi-
lization to instill the spirit of liberty
among the Eloi and lead the revolu-
tion.

Naturally, Alexander must have a
female afflatus. So replacing romantic
interest Weena is a more politically
correct Samantha Mumba as Mara.
She’s a single mom much less child-
like than her blonde sister from the
first movie, but every bit as fatalistic
when it comes to those Moorlocks.

Once the good fight begins, it is
replete with seat-edged tension and
heart-thumping derring-do. And it is
to director Wells’ credit that he waits
until this point in the action to unleash
the super cache of special effects that
filmdom has accumulated in the last
42 years.

The now rudimentary fx work that
Gene Warren and Wah Chang did on
the first film, especially in the actual
time travel sequences, were cutting
edge efforts that have weathered the
test of time in good stead.

And one-upmanship here, just for
the show of it, would have appeared as
unseemly as it is unnecessary.

Voyaging us through the subterra-
nean world of the Moorlocks, the film-
maker has satisfactorily refashioned
their digs and made even more de-
pressing H.G.’s metaphor for the In-
dustrial Age’s less aesthetic aspects.

Unlike how the positive attributes of
the era’s inventions are depicted via
the shiny brass optimism of the time
machine itself, it is a dark squalor
profuse with big, uncaring, greasy gears
and smoldering foundries.

As you’d expect, the fiends them-
selves have enjoyed a high-tech
makeover. Thanks to the newfound ca-
pabilities of digital technology, the
underworld’s ugly denizens sure can
leap ... probably well enough to letter
in long jump at any university with a
good track team.

Now drawn far more realistically,
the dastardly creeps look less like the
bogeymen in Laurel and Hardy’s Babes
in Toyland (1934) and a lot more like
something that might pop out of
someone’s stomach in Alien (1979).
But no matter. Whether depicted in
1960 or now, you wouldn’t want either
variety at your dinner table, which
would then make it their dinner table.

The biggest departure from the origi-
nal movie, probably thanks to the popu-
larity of Darth Vader and the ilk of
New Age villains he ushered in, is the
inclusion of an Uber Moorlock. An
eerily gaunt but unmistakably power-
ful specter effectively portrayed by
Jeremy Irons, he is the apologist for
everything unthinkable ... a philoso-
pher monster, if you will.

You see everything’s pr and spin
nowadays. Even the bad guys have a
front man. And his job here is to con-
vince Alexander that the human ex-
periment has come full circle. That
alas, after 800,000 years, it has failed.

Suffice it to note, our time traveler
isn’t buying. But you should ... a movie
ticket, that is. Completely up to date
while still properly old-fashioned,
today’s Time Machine,  just like
yesteryear’s, makes the most of your
movie moments.

*  *  *  *  *
The Time Machine, rated PG-13, is

a DreamWorks and Warner Bros. re-
lease directed by Simon Wells and stars
Guy Pearce, Samantha Mumba and Jer-
emy Irons. Running time: 95 minutes.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In December, you were told about
a musical comedy, Pageant, at the
Forum Theatre in Metuchen. Well,
it’s back for a second round. This
farce on beauty pageants has an
interesting twist, and it’s guaranteed
to “have you rolling in the aisles.”
You get to pick the winner of this
crazy competition, from among six
wacky beauty “queens” who com-
pete for the crown - if you are one of
the judges selected from the audi-
ence. Who will be the next Miss
Glamouresse? It will be playing on
weekends, from April 5-28, and tick-
ets are $25. Call to reserve your seats
at (732) 548-0582.

*  *  *  *  *
Or, take a ride to the 12 Mile West

Theatre Company in Montclair for
their production of The Elephant
Man. You know this story — John
Merrick, an incredibly sensitive guy,
has a hideously deformed body. It’ll
be there from April 4-28, with a
“Meet the Artists” post show recep-
tion on Friday, April 5. The Theatre
is located at 488 Bloomfield Av-
enue, in the lower level of the
Claridge Cinema Building, and can
be reached at (973) 746-7181.

* *  *  *  *
For something a little different,

check out the George Street Play-
house in New Brunswick on April 1,
for one of their Naked Plays. No, no,
no. Not the actors! It’s the sets that
will be stripped of elaborate scenery,
props, costumes, and lighting. This
rehearsal reading for Let Me Sing
— a celebration of the American art
form, the musical — is free, and will
be followed by a discussion with the
artists. Reservations are strongly
suggested. Call (732) 246-7717.

*  *  *  *  *
On April 6, the Westfield Jaycees

are hosting a benefit concert with
Marshall Crenshaw. Beginning
with the eponymous release in 1982
(remember “Someday, Someway?”),
this guy has been making music for
a long, long time. Tickets are $25
each and are available from Jaycee
members, sports team members,
Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery on Elm
Street in downtown Westfield, or by
calling (908) 233-6591.

*  *  *  *  *
The Country Folk Art & Craft

Show will be at the NJ Convention
& Expo Center in Edison from April
5-7, during the following hours: Fri-
day evening 3-9 p.m., Saturday 10
a.m.-5 p.m., and Sunday 10 a.m.-4
p.m. Admission $7 for the general
public, and kids under 10 get in for
$2. Parking is free, strollers aren’t
allowed in, and your admission is
good throughout the entire week-
end. They say there will be top qual-
ity, handcrafted folk art and crafts by
hundreds of outstanding artisans
from across the country, including
Northwoods, rustic and primitive
country, fine and contemporary folk
art, French country, Americana,
shabby chic, Victorian, Southwest-
ern, wearable art and gourmet food
items. All shows are juried. See for
yourself.
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ANTICIPATING THE CONCERT…Trustees of Youth & Family Counseling
Service Barbara Nelson and Frank Sullebarger discuss plans with Father
Alphonse Stephenson for the Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea concert at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

WESTFIELD – The Reverend
Alphonse Stephenson and the Orchestra of
St. Peter by the Sea will present a concert
on Saturday, April 20, at 8 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. This
will be the 12th annual concert conducted
by Fr. Alphonse to benefit Youth and Fam-
ily Counseling Service (YFCS).

Fr. Alphonse and his 45-member or-
chestra of professional musicians have
played for audiences for the past 16 years,
both on tour to raise money for worthy
causes and at their summer concert series,
the Festival of the Atlantic, at Point Pleas-
ant Beach.

In recent years, operatic vocalists have
been well-received. Fr. Alphonse presents
an eclectic program of classical and popu-
lar music, enhanced by witty and educa-
tional introductions.

Since September 11, Fr. Alphonse, who
is Chaplain with the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel in the New Jersey Air National
Guard, has included patriotic selections in
his programs.

Tickets are now available at Country
Squire Men’s Shop in Clark, Michele’s
Hallmark in Cranford, Irma’s Hallmark in
Fanwood, Shawn’s West Mountain Auto
Center in Mountainside, Nuts ‘n Plenty in
Scotch Plains, and Lancaster, Ltd. in

Westfield.
Tickets may also be purchased at the

Parish Center of St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. week-
days or at the YFCS office at 233 Prospect
Street in Westfield.

“This year has required great efforts by
Youth and Family Counseling Service to
help those personally affected by the Sep-
tember terrorist attacks, in addition to regu-
lar counseling assignments,” stated Frank
Sullebarger, Chairman of the Concert Com-
mittee.

“Our agency depends on support for this
benefit concert from new, as well as repeat
concertgoers, to maintain this community
resource in healthy financial condition. We
hope that many who have enjoyed these
concerts in the past will consider becom-
ing a patron or a sponsor this year.”

Tickets are $25 for general admission,
$20 for senior citizens (over 65) and $10
for students 18 and under. Patron seating is
available for $60. Sponsorship listings in
the evening’s program, which include two
patron tickets to the concert, are available
for contributions of $300.

For more information about the con-
cert, to become a sponsor, or to purchase
tickets, please call the agency at (908)
233-2042.
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recognize her beyond the door
where she was seated.

During our short reunion, I
learned that most of what “trauma-
tized” me during high school was
truly minimal in comparison with
our everyday lives. The 9-11 we
never thought we’d experience
paled in comparison to the popular
guys who passed us in the hall-
ways without a glance. The friends
and family that passed on over the
years meant more than the gym
classes we were forced to take. In
fact, I remembered little of those
four years – an amnesia I am sort of
grateful for.

But, I remembered my friend
and the lesson which seemed to
echo over the evening (even over
the screaming Duke fans in the bar
nearby) – nothing is ever what it
appears to be and first impres-
sions, whether overheard through
eavesdropping or experienced 10
years after high school graduation,
are always worth a second glance.
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WESTFIELD – In the Westfield
Community Room, from February to
March, John Russitano, Jr. taught begin-
ner students Latin dances such as Salsa,
Meringue and Cha Cha, as well as the
Hustle and Swing.

A lifelong Westfield resident, Mr.
Russitano has worked for the town’s Pub-
lic Works Department for the past 13
years. He started his dance career moon-
lighting as a ballroom dance instructor.

Mr. Russitano taught at Shall We Dance
in Kenilworth and the Paramount Dance
Studio in Roselle Park. However, he took
time off from dance to marry native
Westfielder Melissa Williams. The couple
shares a daughter, Gabriella.

Deciding to become an independent
dance instructor, Mr. Russitano began to
teach a social rhythm program, which is
based on ballroom dancing. Students learn
basic steps and movements for five weeks,
one hour per week. A new dance is learned
weekly.

“I want people to realize that dancing is
meant to be fun,” said Mr. Russitano. “It
is social, uplifting and therapeutic. Some
people use dance as a form of exercise.”

Mr. Russitano will offer a 6-week be-
ginner course, as well as an advanced
class, at the end of April. For more infor-
mation about the classes, please call (908)
789-4080.

One of the serene landscapes on linen offered by Gerry Heydt in a recent
exhibition at the New Jersey Center for Visual Arts in Summit.

So what was missing? I can’t put my
finger on it. In light of the events of Sep-
tember 11, perhaps people were feeling a
bit more reserved and serious, which is
totally understandable. The moment of
silence for the victims who lost their lives
was touching and quietly noble.

But most of the show bored me,
frankly. I found myself not caring. And
I hate that! I’m an actor myself and
award shows used to thrill me. Some-
thing is getting lost in the translation
here. I’m not sure what it is.

Actors are an interesting breed, but
those who take themselves and their
work seriously should be commended.
For every skirt-chasing, booze-guzzling
Hollywood bad boy (or girl) there is also
a dedicated, hard-working artist who
truly believes that what they do is impor-
tant. And it is.

Movies allow us to forget our own
lives for awhile. They have the ability to
educate us, to enlighten us, to warn us
and to comfort us. That is indeed some-
thing to be celebrated. If it could only be
done in three hours or less.
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French horns could have given a
little more in volume and outright
aggressiveness when called upon by
Wroe, the quality of their sustained
excellent intonation was notable,
especially by the fourth movement.
One fine performance.

The WSO can be reached at (908)
232-9400 or www.westfieldnj.com/
wso.
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April
12.13.14

at the

Westfield
Armory

110 Artists & Artisans

500 Rahway Ave
Westfield NJ

www.american
craftmarketing.com

FineArt&FineCraft

Weekend Pass $6
Kids under 10 Free

Fri 5-8:30pm; Sat 10am-6pm
Sun 10am-5pm

Exit 135 GSP, Follow the Signs

800.834.9437

A&E Story Idea?
ae@goleader.com

“Paints are not true to the natural spirit of
pysanky,” said Ms. Gwiazda, adding that
many pysanky are dyed with onion skin or
beet juice dye. All supplies needed to create
pysanky are available in craft stores.

More intricate pysanky designs in-
volve drawings of the Madonna and Christ
Child. For larger designs, goose eggs or
duck eggs can be used.

“Pysanky are usually created during
Lent, in anticipation of the Resurrec-
tion,” Ms. Gwiazda continued, adding
that they are displayed in baskets or as
centerpieces from Easter until either As-
cension Thursday or Pentecost Sunday.

Some people, however, display
pysanky all year long, she added, stating
that the significance of the pysanky is not
only in the egg itself, but also in the faith
development process and life experience
it conveys.
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